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WE  do  our  best  to  make  light  of  the  handicap  of  blindness,  though  we  are  all  aware 
of  the  limitation  that  it  imposes.  Let  us  think  for  a  few  moments  of  a  very- 
considerable  number  of  St.  Dunstaners — some  from  this  war — who  have,  in 
addition  to  blindness,  other  very  severe  disabilities  to  contend  with.  A  substantial  number 
are  deaf,  varying  from  those  who  are  hard  of  hearing  to  those  who  can  hear  nothing  at  all. 
Here,  indeed,  is  a  situation  where  a  man  would  seem  to  be  cut  off  entirely  from  the  world 
around. 

Many  have  lost  fingers,  arms,  legs.  Two  have  lost  both  hands.  There  are  perhaps 
one  hundred  and  thirty  men  who  are  deaf  or  doubly  disabled.  Then  there  are  the  bedridden, 
the  chair  cases,  and.  the  sick. 

It  would  not  be  surprising  if  all  these  doubly  handicapped  men  had  given  up  hope  of 
getting  much  out  of  life.  But  they  have  not  done  so.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  triumphed 
over  their  disabilities  with  St.  Dunstan's  training  and  their  own  skill. 

I  have  been  looking  at  their  records  and  I  am  astounded  at  what  they  do.  Basket- 
makers,  netters,  and  mat-makers,  who  can  neither  see  nor  hear  to  help  guide  their  clever 
fingers.  Lecturers,  office  workers  and  teachers,  joiners,  wool  rug  makers,  telephonists, 
poultry-farmers,  shop-keepers,  who  do  with  one  hand  and  no  sight  what  other  people 
sometimes  fail  to  do  successfully  with  all  their  faculties.  I  have  often  experienced  the 
confusion  when  there  is  so  much  noise  around  me  that  I  cannot  hear  the  many  little  sounds 
to  which.  I  am  accustomed  and  which  act  as  my  guide,  and  when  I  have  cut  my  hand  I  have 
had  to  shave  myself  and  light  my  cigarette  with  my  remaining  hand.  But  our  comrades 
whom  I  "have  mentioned  do  all  these  things  and  take  it  in  their  stride,  a  stout-hearted,  valiant 
stride,  even  if  it  is  taken  with  all  the  hazards  that  accompany  the  possession  of  a  wooden  leg. 

What  can  we  do  ?  For  the  deaf  we  can  learn  the  finger-spelling  language  so  that  we 
can  speak  to  them  as  their  splendid  wives  do  ;  for  the  limbless  we  can  help  to  wheel  a  chair, 
or  lend  a  hand.     And  for  all,  we  can  give  a  place  of  honour  in  our  thoughts. 

Well  may  we  say  that  we  admire  them  and  wish  them  luck,  and  that,  more  than  any 
of  us,  they  also  serve. 

IAN  FRASER. 
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Notes  and  News 
G.  Stanley,  of  Leicester,  a  new  war  St. 
Dunstaner,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Ian,  writes  : 
"  I  had  a  most  enjoyable  game  of  bowls  the 
other  evening,  for  I  was  included  in  the 
Works  Office  team.  They  have  promised 
me  a  game  each  week.  I  can  boast, 
although  not  on  the  winning  side,  that  I 
was  able  to  win  two  or  three  ends  for  them. 
I  also  do  some  swimming  these  fine  days  ; 
this  was  my  keenest  sport  previously,  and 
it  is  nice  to  know  that  I  can  still  follow  it." 

•  .  *        * 

F.  G.  Holman,  of  Croxton,  near  Thetford, 
is  working  at  the  N.A.A.F.I.  and  is  also  in 
the  Home  Guard.  Both  his  boys  are  out 
East.  *        *        * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Davie s,  of  Blockley, 
now  have  a  grandson. 

'    .      •     '    •        * 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret,  from 
J.  Parker,  who  is  at  the  Star  and  Garter 
Home,  Richmond,  that  Miss  Wheeler,  an 
old  friend  of  disabled  men  at  the  Home  and 
at  Roehampton,  has  recently  died.  Miss 
Wheeler  will  also  be  remembered  by  some 
St.  Dunstaners,  as  she  used  to  visit  St. 
Mark's  in  the  early  days.  Parker  will  miss 
her  as  she  has  regularly  taken  him  out  each 
week  for  many  years. 

•  *        * 

An  oak  tray,  which  we  supplied  to  T.  E. 
Gidney's  order,  was  auctioned  at  a  fete  at 
Ewell  in  aid  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth 
Hospital,  and  realised  37s.  6d.  It  was 
afterwards  exhibited  round  the  grounds 
and  several  orders  resulted. 

•  •        • 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
branch  of  the  British  Legion  has  elected 
Sir  Ian  Fraser,  m.p.,  as  chairman  of  the 
branch. 

From   Miss   Phyllis   Pease 

The  Editor  of  the  Review  has  kindly 
allowed  me  the  space  to  pass  on  to  my 
sister's  St.  Dunstan  friends  the  news  of  her 
safe  arrival  in  Cape  Town.  She  cables  that 
she  has  had  a  splendid  voyage.  May  I  add 
that  it  has  been  a  very  real  comfort  to  both 
my  mother  and  myself  to  know  that  so 
many  good  wishes  sailed  with  my  sister 
on  her  new  venture  for  St.  Dunstan's,  and 
I  should  like  to  thank  you  all  on  her  behalf 
for  the  numerous  letters  and  kind  messages 
which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  forwarding 
to  Tembani.  Phyllis  E.  Pease. 


Sir  Ian  Fraser  and 

Family  Allowances 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  (C,  Lonsdale)  in  the  debate 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday, 
June  23rd,  on  family  allowances,  said  he 
could  not  understand  why  the  Labour 
Party  would  agree  to  the  proposal  only  if 
allowances  were  given  to  all.  To  give  an 
allowance  to  someone  who  did  not  need  it 
seemed  a  foolish  waste  of  public  money. 

For  people  whose  incomes  placed  them 
beyond  the  need  of  such  allowances,  to 
refuse  them  would  not  be  snobbish.  It  was 
still  a  virtue  in  our  people  to  be  independent 
and  to  wish  to  look  after  themselves. 

There  was  one  class  in  real  need  of 
assistance.  The  soldier's  wife  was  provided 
with  an  allowance  for  each  child,  irre- 
spective of  whether  the  husband  entered  the 
Army  before  or  after  his  marriage.  That 
did  not  apply  to  the  disabled  soldiei.  If 
he  was  married  and  had  children  at  the  time 
of  his  disablement,  he  got  an  allowance  for 
his  wife  and  children,  but  if  he  was  married 
afterwards  he  got  no  allowance  for  them. 
That  was  not  humane  and  it  did  not  have 
regard  to  the  facts. 

It  had'  been  said  that  the  Rowntree 
minimum  of  43s.  6d.  a  week  for  a  man,  his 
wife  and  three  children  was  a  bare  minimum. 
The  severely  disabled  soldier  got  37s.  6d. 
a  week,  and  if  he  married  afterwards  this 
was  what  he  had  to  support  a  wife  and 
bring  up  any  children  he  might  have.  He 
got  no  allowance  for  them.  The  time  had 
come  to  alter  that  and  to  realise  that  to  make 
a  man  remain  single,  or,  alternatively,  to 
make  him  keep  a  wife  and  bring  up  a  family 
on  a  single  man's  pension,  was  unfair  to 
the  disabled  soldier,  hard  on  the  wife,  bad 
for  the  children,  and  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  the  State. 

He  supported  family  allowances  in  the 
sense  that  it  was  a  good  and  sensible  way 
of  bringing  State  help  to  the  25  per  cent., 
or  whatever  the  percentage  might  be,  of 
children  who  were  underfed  and  under- 
nourished. He  did  not  support  it  in  the 
way  that  had  been  proposed,  as  being 
payable  to  all,  whether  they  needed  it  or 
not.  He  hoped  that  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could  not  afford  this  bigger 
scheme  he  would  at  least  look  into  the 
case  of  the  disabled  soldiers,  and  see 
whether  he  could  not  start  to  help  them. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

After  our  remarks  in  last  month's  Review 
on  the  slackened  zeal  of  the  Salopian 
Alpinists,  we  are  glad  to  report  that  they 
have  resumed  their  activities.  Their  Presi- 
dent, Tommy  Rogers,  with  six  other  sun- 
worshippers,  rose  before  dawn  on  the 
longest  day  ..of  the  year  to  do  homage  to 
the  rising  sun.  By  dawn  the  seven 
worshippers — four  of  the  older  generation, 
three  of  the  new — had  climbed  to  the  top 
of  the  Townbrook  Hollow  and,  thoroughly 
soaked  by  the  heavy  dew,  had  time  for  a 
smoke  before  the  sun  appeared  above  the 
horizon. 

The  tandems  have  been  out  nearly  every 
evening,  and  for  picnics  on  half-holidays, 
and  now  that  so  many  cars  have  been  taken 
off  the  roads,  other  members  of  the  staff 
have  taken  to  cycling. 

Although  we  have  really  hot  days 
occasionally,  football  is  still  in  full  swing, 
and  another  tournament  has  started.  There 
are  four  teams — The  Raps,  The  Blue 
Whoa-hos,  The  Roughs,  and  The  Rockets, 
and  in  the  second  round  the  Raps  are  leading 
by  two  points,  in  spite  of  determined,  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  Blues. 

W.  Nixon  has  finished  his  telephony 
course  and  gone  to  a  post  in  Sheffield,  his 
home  town.  W.  Carlton  and  J.  Reid  have 
gone  to  London  for  the  second  part  of 
their  course,  leaving  J.  Steel  without 
massage  students  for  the  time  being. 

We  hear  that  "  Clarence,"  bereft  of 
admirers,  has  retired  sulking,  like  Achilles, 
to  his  tent. 

On  the  19th  we  had  a  very  good  concert 
from  an  "  Ensa  "  party,  and  on  the  26th 
the  "  Croft-Hermit "  Players  gave  us  a  fine 
comedy,  "  Lovers'  Leap." 

The  following  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
passing  tests  : — 

Typing.— W.  Glover. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline) .  —  M. 
McCrea,  Dr.  Snape. 

Braille  Writing.— Miss  B.  Sleigh. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Cpl.  Lilian 
Smith,  W.A.A.F.,  Hull  (30). 

Admitted  to  Training.— T.  F.  Powell, 
Royal  Corps  of  Signals,  Birmingham  (29)  ; 
G.  J.  Maskell  (old  war),  Hunmanby,  Yorks. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  to  take  up 
Civil  Employment. — L.-Sergt.  Murphy* 
Driver  Bailey. 


Discharged  from  Hospital  and  await- 
ing admission  to  training. — Cpl.  F. 
Morgan,  Pte.  B.  Priest,  Sapper  R.  AJty. 

Discharged  from  Free  French  Forces. 

— Marin   Alphonse    Evanno,    Free   French 
i  Naval  Forces. 

Sister  Evans 

On  June  30th  Church  Stretton  was 
saddened  by  hearing  of  the  tragic  death  of 
Sister  Evans.  While  on  her  summer 
holiday  she  was  drowned  while  bathing 
near  her  home. 

Dilys  Evans  was  trained  at  Moorfields  and 
Guy's  Hospital,  and  for  over  two  years 
before  joining  St.  Dunstan's  at  the  outbreak 
of  war  was  a  most  efficient  Ward  Sister 
at  Moorfields. 

She  was  the  born  nurse,  possessed  of 
charm  and  honest  outlook,  devoted  to  her 
patients,  for  whom  she  had,  as  occasion 
demanded,  the  greatest  gentleness  and 
sympathy,  gay  banter,  or  even  firmness. 
Some  few  old  St.  Dunstaners  and  all  the 
men  who  have  passed  through  the  Hospital 
will  have  grateful  memories  of  her  help 
to  them,  and  will  share  with  all  the  Staff 
the  grief  brought  by  the  loss  of  such  a  real 
friend. 

At  the  express  wish  of  the  men,  a  short 
Memorial  Service  was  held  at  Longmynd  at 
the  hour  of  the  funeral  in  Wales,  at  which 
Miss  Postlethwaite  and  Miss  Pain  were 
present.  They  brought  to  the  family  the 
most  real  sympathy  of  St.  Dunstaners, 
together  with  assurances  of  our  deep 
gratitude  for  what  Sister  Evans  had  given 
to  all  who  knew  her. 

The  Same  Old  Spirit 

From  the  Sunday  Chronicle,  June  28th  : 

"  Not  until  hell  freezes  will  any  Jerry 
keep  me  out  of  Dover."  Seventy-three 
years-old  Mr.  Charles  Edwin  Beaufoy, 
o.b.e.,  blinded  by  a  cross-Channel  shell,  said 
this  yesterday  at  St.  Dunstan's  country 
hospital. 

Up  to  the  time  a  shell  burst  near  where 
he  was  standing,  Mr.  Beaufoy  was  Chief 
Special  Constable  of  Britain's  "  front-line  " 
town. 

"  I  won't  be  able  to  go  back  to  my  old 
job  as  Chief  Special  Constable,  but  I've 
promised  the  boys  that  I'll  lead  them  in  the 
Victory  March  in  full  uniform.  And  I'm 
going  to  try  to  do  my  bit  to  bring  that  day 
nearer,"  he  told  the'  Sunday  Chronicle, 
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Blinded  Prisoners  of  War 

Letters  from  blinded  prisoners  of  war  in 
Germany  reflect  the  improved  conditions 
which  have  come  about  as  the  result  of  a 
decision  to  accommodate  all  blinded 
prisoners  in  one  camp.  The  following 
letter  was  written  to  the  Chairman  by 
Rifleman  J.  Shepherd  : 

"  You  will  see  from  our  new  address  that 
we  have  moved.  It  is  a  convalescent  camp 
for  all  wounded ;  it  is  by  far  the  best  place 
we  have  been  in  yet,  spotlessly  clean  with  a 
lot  of  space  to  walk  about  in.  Lord 
Normanby  has  seen  to  it  that  we  blind  can 
walk  about  the  ground  by  ourselves.  My 
day  is  a  day  full  of  interest ;  the  morning 
is  spent  reading  aloud,  followed  with  an 
hour  on  the  braille  typewriter.  In  the  after- 
noon I  am  put  on  a  normal  typewriter; 
although  slow  at  present  I  am  confident 
I  shall  be  able  to  type  my  own  letters  home 
soon.  We  then  enjoy  a  walk  in  the 
surrounding  forest.  The  evening  is  spent 
with  a  book  being  read  to  us,  so  you  see 
it  is  a  day  which  makes  one  extremely 
independent.  The  braille  books  I  have 
read  myself  so  far  are  Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips, 
Sapphire,  Two  in  a  Train,  and  various 
primers.  I  also  play  bridge  with  the 
playing  cards  you  sent  out,  the  result  being 
my  present  book,  Contract  Bridge,  by 
E.  Culbertson." 

Lord  Normanby,  of  whom  Rifleman 
Shepherd  speaks,  is  also  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  was  wounded,  but  not  in  the  eyes.  He 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  welfare  and 
interests  of  the  blinded  men,  and  the 
German  authorities  permitted  him,  and 
Major  Chapel,  another  sighted  prisoner,  to 
accompany  -the  blinded  men  to  their  new 
camp.  They  have  also  consented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  German  teacher  of  the 
blind,  Dr.  Adolph,  of  Heidelberg. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  Sir  Ian,  Lord 
Normanby  wrote  :  "  All  the  blinded  sleep 
in  one  large  ward  with  their  '  leaders ' 
(friends  who  help  them  in  necessities, 
bringing  food,  etc.).  We  have  got  your 
books,  etc.,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  find  any 
terrible  breaches  of  standard  teaching  on 
their  return  home  !  " 

St.  Dunstan's,  the  Invalid  Comforts 
Section  of  the  British  Red  Cross,  and  the 
Y.M.C.A.  are  closely  co-operating  in  the 
care  of  war-blinded  prisoners,  and  as  a 
result  many  facilities  for  the  men  to  learn 


braille  reading  and  writing,  typewriting,  and 
occupational  therapy  are  now  available  to 
them,  and  obviously  are  greatly  appreciated. 
There  are,  so  far  as  is  known,  about 
30  blinded  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany. 

The  Derby  Sweepstake 

Miss  Pain's  Thanks 

Miss  Pain  has  written  to  the  Chairman 
thanking  him  for  his  "  helpful  thought  on 
behalf  of  the  Comforts  Fund,"  and  express- 
ing her  thanks  to  all  those  taking  tickets  and 
who,  between  them,  were  responsible  for 
the  subscription  of  £12  10s.,  which  was 
allocated  to  the  Fund  by  the  deduction  of 
10  per  cent,  from  the  total  subscribed. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  St. 
Dunstaners  and  their  wives  who  are 
celebrating   silver   wedding   anniversaries  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Parker,  Kilkenny, 
June  15th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Hicks,  New 
Southgate,  June  16th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Girling,  Aberdeen,  July  24th ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Burton,  Portchester,  July  25th. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Benning,  A/C.  (Tudwick),  R.A.F. 

Benson,    Gunner    J.    G.    (Boroughbridge),    Royal 

Artillery. 
Calvert,  Leonard  (Ormskirk),   Royal  Marines. 
Cole,  Marine  W.  G.  (Acocks  Green),  Royal  Marines. 
Cole,  L.  A.  (Acocks  Green),  Royal  Artillery. 
Cox,  Neville  (Felling-on-Tyne),  D.L.I. 
Cox,  Gladys  (Felling-on-Tyne),  N.A.A.F.I. 
Forrester,  L.  (Maryhill,  Glasgow),  Royal  Navy. 
Gidney,  Pte.  T.,  P.T.C. 
Gill,   L. /Bombardier   C.   E.    (Teddington),   Royal 

Artillery. 
Hill,  Gunner  H.  J.  E.  (Devizes),  Royal  Artillery. 
Hilling,  Gunner  Monica,  A.T.S.  (R.A.) 
Hindley,  James,  R.A.M.C. 
Kirkham,  I.  N.,  R.A.F. 
Marshall,     Pte.     P.    (Southend-on-Sea),     A.T.S. 

(Anti-Aircraft  Regt.) 
Martin,     Gunner     B.     (Wolverhampton),  *Royal 

Artillery. 
Moss,  Pte.  J.  (Pelsall),  Worcester  Regt. 
Moss,  Pte.  J.  A.  (Pelsall),  Worcester  Regt. 
Moss,  Gunner  E.  (Pelsall),  Royal  Artillery. 
Mummery,   R.,   Guardsman,   Grenadier  Guards. 
Radford,  Pte.  E.  P.,  A.T.S. 
Robinson,  Dorothy  (Rayleigh),  W.A.A.F. 
Sayers,  Henry  (Headington),  R.A.F. 
Simpson,  L.A.C.  J.  W.  (Leeds),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Simpson,  Pte.  J.  (Leecds),  R.A.O.C. 
Smith,  O/S.  J.  (Nottingham),  Royal  Navy. 
Tarlton,  Junior  Engineer  D.  H.,  Merchant  Navy. 
Worthington,  — .  (Stockport),  A.T.S. 


As  in  past  years,  there  will  be  no  Review 
published  in  August. 
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Young  St.  Dunstaners 

The  daughter -of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs,  of 
Norwich,  was  injured  in  the  leg  by  shrapnel 
when  a  bomb  exploded  as  she  was  running 
to  shelter,  and  they  have  also  heard  that 
their  son,  Cecil,  who  is  in  the  East,  was 
wounded  when  his  tank  was  blown  up. 
In  spite  of  these  worries,  and  the  recent  air 
raids  on  Norwich,  our  St.  Dunstaner  and 
his  wife  still  have  their  chins  up. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Davie s, 
of  Wrexham,  was  married  to  Lee. -Corp]. 
Stanley  Mahoney,  R.W.F.,  on  June  6th. 

Joan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Selby, 
of  Maidstone,  was  married  on  January  15th 
to  L.A.C.  Richard  Hopkins. 

Mary  Steel,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steel,  of  Glasgow,  was  married  to 
W.  Shades,  of  the  Merchant  Navy,  on 
December  29th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Jordan's  son  is  a 
member  of  the  Paratroops  and  took  part 
in  the  Bruneval  raid  in  March.  He  was 
one  of  those  in  the  photograph  in  the 
Daily  Express. 

Phoebe  Hurst,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hurst,  of  Great  Longstone,  is  now  L.A.C.  W. 
in  the  W.A.A.F. 

Sadie  Duncan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  Duncan,  of  Hull,  is  to  be  married  on 
August  8th  to  Lieut.  Chidley,  of  the  King's 
Own  Shropshire  Light  Infantry. 

Report   on    the    National    Laying    Test 

for  the  ninth  period  of  28  days,  May  25th 

to  June  21st 

Position  Name  Test  Score  Value 


1 

Carpenter,  E.  H. 

994 

2 

Smith,  W.  Alan 

992 

3 

Jackson,  George 

943 

4 

Jarvis,  Albert 

897 

5 

Fisher,  T.  M. 

864 

6 

Fisher,  T.  M. 

862 

7 

Watson-Brown,  M.   ... 

850 

8 

Holmes,  Percy 

831 

9 

Chaffin,  Albert 

816 

10 

Hammett,  Harry  A.  . . . 

804 

11 

Holmes,  Percy 

798 

12 

Jarvis,  Albert 

771 

13 

Chaffin,  Albert 

712 

14 

Campbell,  John 

592 

15 

Capper,  A.  H. 

589 

16 

Jackson,  George 

Average  per  bird,  155.53 

544 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dun  Stan's  Review  " 

Sir, — When  walking  on  a  road  without 
sidewalks,  I  have  always  been  in  the  habit 
of  keeping  to  the  right,  that  is,  facing  the 
oncoming  traffic. 

I  notice  that  some  of  the  boys  from  the 
Court  seem  to  prefer  to  keep  to  the  left, 
with  the  traffic  overtaking  them.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  the  Highway 
Code,  issued  a  few  years  ago,  laid  down 
that  pedestrians  should  always  face  the 
traffic.  Can  anyone  give  us  an  authoritative 
statement  on  the  subject  ? — Yours  truly, 
Melplash.  J.  A.  Godwin. 

(Mr.  Justice  Humphreys  said  recently  : 
"  The  Highway  'Code  advises  people  to 
walk  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  but  that 
is  not  always  the  safest.") 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dun  stands  Review  " 

Sir, — Is  it  possible  that  the  Review 
subscribes  to  the  theory  of  a  "  Herren- 
volk  "  ?  A  suspicion  of  this  has  passed 
through  my  mind  before,  but  here  in  your 
June  issue  is  such  marked  distinction 
between  sheep  and  goats  that  I  am  moved 
to  make  a  protest. 

On  page  2  we  were  cheered  to  hear  of 
the  honouring  of  one  of  our  number, 
"  Mr."  X.  A  few  lines  lower  is  the 
shocking  news  of  the  death  of  Z  "  and  his 
wife  "  by  enemy  action.  Mr.  X  is  a  public 
figure  and  entitled  to  a  respectful  "Mr.", 
but  Z  has  met  sudden  death  and  at  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  ;  is  he  not  also  entitled 
to  respect  ?  And  poor  Mrs.  Z.  Why 
should  she  be  treated  as  the  mere  appendage 
of  Z  ?  Surely,  Mr.  Editor,  "  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Z  "  would  have  been  more  fitting. 

If  Z  some  quarter  of  a  century  ago  had 
held  for  a  brief  space  the  King's  Commission 
the  "  Mr."  would  be  accorded  him.  He 
would  be  "  Herrenvolk," .  to  be  saluted  for 
ever  by  the  Review  because,  for  a  short 
time  in  his  life,  he  was  saluted  by  others. 

Further  on  in  the  Review  the  Derby 
Sweepstake  holds  our  attention.  Several 
members  of  the  staff  were  present  at  the 
"  Draw."  There  was  A,  Mr.  B,  C,  and 
Mr.  D,  all  members  of  the  staff,  mark  you, 
but  A  and  C  happen  to  have  lost  their  sight 
in  the  last  war,  apparently  without  benefit 
of  commission,  and  so,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Review,  are  not  entitled  to  the  courtesy  title. 

May  I  suggest,  Mr.  Editor,  that  in  these 
times,  when  we  are  fighting  to  rid  the  world 
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of  "  Herrenvolk,"  when  we  declare  to 
mankind  that  favoured  nations  and  favoured 
classes  are  to  be  evils  of  the  past,  the 
Review  should  reconsider  its  manners 
and  adopt  a  policy  more  in  keeping  with 
the  times  in  which  we  live  ? 

The  country  is  ripe  for  a  wholesome 
change  in  our  attitude  to  one  another."  The 
countryside  has  been  thrilled  by  the 
spectacle  of  Canadian  Black  Watch  and 
Home  Guard  manoeuvring  together.  There 
is  something  like  hero  worship  among 
young  and  old  Home  Guard ers  after  a 
fortnight  of  close  association  with  these 
doughty  campaigners  from  overseas.  And 
what  has  made  the  deepest  impression  on 
the  countryman  has  been  the  absence  of 
social  barriers  between  officers  and  men, 
no  saluting  off  the  parade  ground,  and  yet 
perfect  discipline.  It  has  struck  him  with 
a  wallop.  It  is  for  him  the  spirit  of  the 
New  World,  and  he  feels  sturdier  for  having 
met  it. 
Dorking.  Robert  Young. 


The  Editor  disclaims  any  intention  to 
treat  any  St.  Dunstaners,  or  other  readers, 
with  disrespect.  As  regards  the  way  in 
which  members  of  St.  Dunstan's  com- 
munity are  addressed,  the  Editor  does  not 
seek  to  hurt  feelings  or  draw  distinctions, 
but  follows  long  established  and  well 
recognised  custom. 

To  the  TUditor,  "  St.   Dun  Stan's  Review  " 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  May  Review  I  was 
very  pleased  to  note  the  broadcast  about  our 
deaf  brethren. 

When  I  was  a  youngster  going  to  school 
I  learnt  the  deaf  and  dumb  language.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  until  a  short  time  ago  I  spent 
an  hour-and-a-half  every  evening  with  my 
deaf  and  dumb  friends  here,  and  had  done 
so  for  some  years.  Many  happy  times  we 
have  had  together.  Often  I  translate  to 
them  for  other  people,  and  it  affords  me  much 
pleasure  by  being  able  to  be  of  service  to  all 
concerned. 

There  is  not  much  difference  between  the 
deaf-dumb  and  deaf-blind  languages,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  many  people  when  shown 
the  difference  in  the  few  manuals  which 
make  up  the  two  languages  would  not  be 
long  in  learning  both. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Hull,  John  S.  Steeley. 


Dark   Glasses   and   White   Sticks 

Here  is  a  further  selection  of  extracts 
from  the  many  letters  received  on  this 
subject,  following  the  Chairman's  Note  and 
the  letter  from  E.  Bass,  of  Brighton,  in  the 
May  issue  of  the  Review  : 

"  "  I  was  not  aware  that,  as  your  corre- 
spondent, E.  Bass,  suggests,  St.  Dunstaners 
in  general  eschewed  the  white  stick  in  order 
to  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  civilian 
blind,  but  I  do  know  that  there  has  always 
been  a  sharp  divergence  of  opinion  among 
the  civilian  blind  themselves  as  to  the  use 
of  the  white  stick,  as  evidenced  by  the 
protracted  correspondence  which  appeared 
in  the  braille  press  years  ago,  and  which 
died  a  natural  death,  neither  side  being 
convinced  by  the  other's  arguments.  In 
my  opinion  the  blind  man  accompanied 
by  a  reliable  sighted  escort  does  not  need 
the  addition  of  either  dark  glasses  or  white 
stick.  As  to  the  blind  pedestrian  without 
an  escort,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  he  finds  it 
.gets  him  to  his  destination  quicker,  or  with 
less  risk  or  less  strain,  there  is  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  use  some  aid,  and  I  see 
no  fundamental  difference  between  dark 
glasses,  white  stick,  or  guide  dog.  In  any 
case,  the  blind  man  travelling  alone  is  not 
completely  free  to  please  himself,  for  he 
has  a  duty  to  other  users  of  road  and 
footpath — the  blind  man  has  not  the  right 
to  blunder  into  a  tiny  toddler  playing  in 
the  park,  or  trample  on  a  housemaid's  legs, 
or  occasion  injury  or  inconvenience  to 
anyone,  where  such  could  have  been 
avoided  by  the  use  of  either  dark  glasses 
or  white  stick. 

Thomas  Floyd. 
Teignmouth. 

"  I  have  always  found  that  the  success  in 
'  getting  about  alone '  is  to  plan  your 
walk  before  you  set  out,  and  not  just  plunge 
for  it  and  cross  a  road  where  you  must, 
but  plan  to  cross  it  where  and  when 
assistance  is  possible.  Your  wife  might 
take  you  a  few  yards,  put  you  over  a  busy 
road  on  to  a  long  stretch  of  unbroken 
pavement,  and  save  you  crossing  six  others. 
If  you  have  a  bit  of  sight  you  can  get 
behind  another  person  who  is  walking 
about  the  same  pace  as  yourself,  and  follow 
them  up. 

Geo.  Fallowfield. 
Southwick. 
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"  1  am  in  full  agreement  with  Sir  Ian 
Fraser's  views  on  the  white  stick  and  dark 
glasses. 

A  child  has  to  learn  to  stand  before  it  can 
walk,  and  to  walk  before  it  can  run,  and  the 
same  with  us  St.  Dunstaners — by  trying  to 
get  about  alone,  if  only  for  a  short  distance, 
and  then  extending  our  walk,  we  then  get 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  different 
building  lines  and  certain  obstructions  we 
may  meet  with,  and  in  the  course  of  time 
we  acquire  more  confidence. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  of  my  St.  Dunstan's 
comrades  at  Leicester  who  use  a  white  stick 
or  favour  any  of  us  men  using  them. 
During  the  past  week  I  have  asked  friends 
here  if  they  would  make  some  observations 
about  the  white  stick,  and  I  find  that  their 
opinion  is  that  only  about  10  per  cent, 
using  white  sticks  are  blind,  and  the 
remaining  90  per  cent,  are  crippled  in 
varying  degrees." 

W.  A.  Biggs, 
Leicester. 

"  I  personally  think  the  white  stick  is 
really  very  useful  to  the  man  who  goes  out 
alone.  He  may  be  quite  all  right  while  on 
the  pavement,  but  it  is  when  he  wants  to 
cross  a  main  road  that  he  finds  difficulty. 
He  may  have  nothing  to  show  he  is  blind  or 
partially  blind,  and  when  he  suddenly  stops 
and  stands  at  the  kerb  side,  people  may  look 
at  him  but  never  realise  he  wants  to  cross. 
Regarding  dark  glasses,  so  many  people 
use  them  these  days  that  it  does  not  always 
signify  that  the  wearer  is  blind,  or  nearly  so. 
I  find,  however,  that  during  the  glaring 
sunshine  it  is  all  right  while  in  the  garden 
or  the  green  field,  but  as  soon  as  one  goes 
into  the  street  the  glare  is  intensified  from 
the  pavement  and  tarred  roads  and  buildings, 
etc.  I  think  it  is  a  case  of  use  dark  glasses 
when  and  where  necessary." 


Billericay. 


F.  J.  Harriss. 


"  I  find  that  my  St.  Dunstan's  badge  is  as 
good  a  '  passport '  as  I  require,  especially 
in  the  City  of  London." 

Frank  A.  Rhodes. 
Exeter. 

"  Although  I  fully  share  Sir  Ian's  main 
objection  to  the  use  of  dark  glasses  and 
white  sticks,  that  of  drawing  attention  to 


our  disability;  1  feel  that  other  considera- 
tions should  outweigh  our  personal  feelings 
in  this  matter. 

I  consider  dark  glasses  among  the  worst 
forms  of  disfigurement,  and  on  the  Very 
rare  occasions  when  I  have  attempted  to 
use  them  for  protective  purposes  they  have 
had  a  most  extraordinary  psychological 
effect  on  my  ability  to  get  about,  making 
me^feel  I  am  indeed  a"  blind  man,  and  that 
my  movements  are  both  clumsy  and 
unnatural.  When  white  sticks  were  first 
introduced,  I,  like  many  others,  was 
disinclined  to  use  them,  but  as  the  motor 
traffic  in  our  towns  approached  its  pre-war 
volume  I  was  forced  to  consider  its  possi- 
bilities, and  now,  after  several  years,  I  fully 
acknowledge  its  benefits.  I  felt  that  we 
had  a  duty  towards  our  good-natured 
public,  who  are  ever  willing  to  offer  us  a 
hand.  I  have  found  that  often  it  has 
enabled  me  to  hail  a  bus  or  tram  where 
no  other  means  has  been  at  hand,  and 
during  long  railway  journeys  it  has  often 
secured  the  services  of  a  porter  or  guard. 
Frequently  I  find  that  it  provides  me  with 
a  congenial  companion  in  someone  going 
in  my  direction. 

An  amusing  incident  happened  to  me  in 
this  Scottish  town.  While  "standing  on  the 
kerb  in  rather  a  busy  street,  I  sensed  some- 
body close  by,  and  politely  I  asked  to  be 
shown  to  the  other  side,  where  I  intended 
to  catch  a  tram.  The  person  turned  out 
to  be  a  Cameron  Highlander,  rather  a  big 
fellow  and  evidently  with  a  big  heart,  but 
who,  judging  by  the  unsteadiness  of  his 
speech,  had  had  more  than  one  over  the 
eight.  On  recognising  me  to  be  a  blind 
'  Tommy,'  he  became  very  pally  indeed 
and  immediately  took  my  arm  and,  in  a  very 
unsteady  stagger,  safely  crossed  the  road ; 
here  he  insisted  on  boarding  the  tram  with 
me  and  accompanied  me  to  my  stop. 
Here  there  was  a  far  worse  crossing  to 
negotiate,  and  I  was  a  little  apprehensive, 
as  I  felt  I  could  not  hurt  the  fellow's  feelings 
when  he  was  trying  to  be  so  kind  to  me, 
and  decline  further  help.  After  we  had 
made  a  couple  of  steps  across  this  main 
street  I  hoisted  my  stick,  with  the  intention 
of  helping  the  motorists,  but  my  friend, 
who  was  not  so  intoxicated  as  I  had  judged, 
immediately  said  *  Put  that  damned  thing 
down,  you're  only  showing  me  up.'  " 

Aberdeen.  W.  Girling. 
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'"$n    ilemorn" 


Private  John  Boon 
(Royal  Army  Medical  Corps) 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Boon,  of  Brighton. 

Boon  suffered  an  accident  to  his  cheek  when  only  a  boy  of  twelve,  and  this  seriously  affected 
the  sight  of  his  right  eye.  He  volunteered  four  times  before  being  accepted  for  the  Army  in 
the  Great  War,  and  it  was  during  his  service  in  Egypt  that  he  became  blind,  as  a  result  of 
conditions  there.  On  being  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  he  interested  himself  in  making  baskets  ; 
later  he  took  up  shop-keeping  and  poultry-keeping. 

For  some  time  past  his  health  has  been  far  from  good,  but  he  was  always  very  cheerful  and 
anxious  to  make  the  best  of  things.  During  the  past  few  months  it  was  obvious  that  he  was 
going  downhill  rapidly,  and  his  death,  which  took  place  on  June  17th,  was  not  entirely  unexpected. 

Boon's  wish  that  he  should  be  cremated  was  carried  out  very  simply  at  the  Brighton 
Crematorium,  and  at  his  request  no  flowers  were  sent  and  no  mourning  was  worn.  The 
ceremony  was  attended  by  his  wife,  sons  and  daughter-in-law,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere 
sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

Private  Luke  Bride 
(Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers) 

We  have  to  report  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  Luke  Bride,  one  of  our  Irish  St.  Dunstaners. 

Bride  enlisted  at  the  very  outset  of  the  Great  War  and  was  discharged  in  1916,  but  he  did 
not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  1928. 

He  did  not  come  to  us  for  training,  but  was  taught  mat  making  at  home,  and  he  carried  on 
this  occupation  right  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Dublin 
on  May  26th.  , 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Glasnevin  Cemetery,  Dublin.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian 
and  his  Comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  D.  J.  McLoughlin,  of  Dublin,  and  Mrs.  Dooley,  wife  of 
Finton  Dooley,  represented  St.  Dunstaners  at  the  funeral. 

We  tender  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  widow  and  family  of  eight  who  are  left,  several  of 
whom  are  still  quite  young. 

Herbert  C.  Juniper 
(Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve) 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death,  on  June  10th,  of  H.  C.  Juniper,  of  Battle,  Sussex. 

Juniper  enlisted  at  the  outbreak  of  war  in  August,  1914.  The  ship  on  which  he  subsequently 
served  was  torpedoed,  and  although  he  returned  to  civilian  life  in  apparently  good  health,  it 
was  not  long  before  he  began  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  delayed  shock.  He  became  a  complete 
invalid,  and  could  only  get  about  in  a  chair.  He  was  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  April,  1933, 
but  for  some  years  past  his  health  had  been  deteriorating,  and  latterly  it  was  obvious  that  he 
would  not  live  much  longer. 

On  June  8th  he  was  admitted  to  St.  George's  Nursing  Home,  Hurstpierpoint,  and  it  was 
there  he  died  two  days  later. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Hawkhurst,  where  Juniper  had  originally  lived,  and  was  attended 
by  his  relatives  and  many  friends,  including  representatives  of  the  Hawkhurst  Branch  of  Toe  H 
and  Hawkhurst  Agency  Equitable  Friendly  Society  ;  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  a  fellow 
St.  Dunstaner,  A.  Dean,  and  there  were  also  friends  present  from  Hastings.  Among  the  wreaths 
was  one  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  St.  Dunstaner  comrades. 

We  send  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Juniper  and  her  family. 


Deaths 

We  offer  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
following  : — 
Durkin. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Durkin,  now 

of  Blackpool,  whose  son.  Charlie,  has  died 

at  the  age  of  19,  after  being  invalided  out 

of  the  Roy  a)  Air  Force. 
Parker. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Parker,  of 

Kilkenny,  who  lost  their  son  on  June  17th. 

Prisoner  of  War 

2nd  Lieut.  John  Norman  Cochrane 
Barnett,  of  the  Scots  Guards,  son  of  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Cochrane  Barnett,  of  Chichester, 
previously  reported  missing  in  Libya  in 
June,  is  now  officially  reported  prisoner  of 


Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Thomas 
Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Nelson, 
of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  has  been  reported 
missing  in  the  Middle  East,  and  that  2nd 
Lieut.  Robert  Hume  Crowe,  son  of  Captain 
and  Mrs.  F.  Hume  Crowe,  of  Bedford  Park, 
serving  with  the  Duke  of  Connaught's 
Lancers,  Indian  Army,  has  been  reported, 
missing  since  June  28th,  but  is  believed  to 
be  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Killed  in  Action 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Spackman,  of  Dagenham, 
whose  son,  Albert,  was  killed  in  action  on 
June  20th. 
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Sir  Ian  Fraser  Visits  North  America 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  is  at  present  in  North  America,  having  accepted  invitations  from  the 
Canadian  and  American  authorities  to  consult  them  about  the  welfare  and  employment 
of  blinded  Service  men  and  women,  with  particular  regard  to  the  presence  in  the 
European  theatres  of  war  of  so  many  Canadians  and  United  States  troops.  Sir  Ian  will 
also  address  meetings  of  the  American  Legion  and  other  bodies,  and  Lady  Fraser,  who  is 
a  Commandant  of  the  British  Red  Cross,  carried  messages  of  appreciation  and  goodwill 
to  the  American  Red  Cross. 

The  facilities  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  any  British  theatre  of  war  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
American  Forces. 

It  is  understood  that  Sir  Ian's  visit  is  welcomed  by  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Ministry 
of  Information  as  an  important  contribution  to  Anglo-American  relations. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  North  America,  Sir  Ian,  in  a  broadcast  on  a  coast  to  coast 
network  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  said  : — 

"I  have  just  arrived  in  the  United  States  by  American  export  seaplane  from  Britain. 
Young  American  and  British  pilots  are  flying  the  Atlantic  regularly,  taking  bombers  for 
the  big  tasks  that  lie  ahead.  They  take  the  trans-Atlantic  hop  for  granted  as  part  of  the 
day's  work,  but  it  remains  something  of  an  adventure  for  an  old  soldier  of  the  last  war  and 
his  wife  to  fly  the  Atlantic.  I  am  full  of  admiration  for  the  American  crew  who  brought 
us  over.  We  have  seen  many  American  soldiers  and  airmen  in  Britain,  and  a  grand 
impression  they  have  made.  We  have  staged  many  thousand-bomber  raids  on  the  enemy 
and  our  air  power  is  growing  rapidly.  Soon  American  bombers  with  American  crews 
will  be  doing  the  same,  and  only  President  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Churchill,  and  their  immediate 
advisers  know  what  will  follow. 

"  From  every  theatre  of  war,  in  five  continents  and  seven  seas,  Britain  holds  the  enemy 
at  bay,  awaiting  the  time  when  we  United  Nations  can  turn  the  corner.  I  have  come  to 
the  United  States  to  talk  with  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  and  your 
Government,  and  with  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  their  Government. 
In  two  weeks  I  shall  be  conferring  with  your  Committee,  under  Robert  B.  Irwin,  and  the 
Canadian  Committee,  under  Eddie  Baker.  We  want  to  plan  that  every  man  blinded  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Nations  is  immediately  cared  for  by  an  organisation  that  understands 
blindness,  during  the  interval  that  must  elapse  before  he  or  she  can  be  sent  home.  For  our 
part,  in  the  European  theatre  of  war,  in  South  Africa,  and  in  Egypt  and  in  India,  where 
we  already  have  establishments,  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  for  Americans  and  Canadians 
who  are  blinded  in  these  theatres  of  war.  You  will,  I  know,  in  turn  do  the  same  for  my 
people." 
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The  Chairman  and  Lady  Fraser  received  a  great  welcome  from  their  many  friends  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

They  were  the  guests  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Malcolm  MacDonald,  m.p.,  High  Commissioner, 
in  Ottawa,  and  spent  an  evening  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  King,  the  Prime  Minister,  at  his 
country  house. 

In  Toronto  and  Ottawa,  Sir  Ian  attended  conferences  with  the  Minister  of  War,  the 
Minister  of  Pensions,  and  other  officials  as  to  the  welfare  of  Canadian  soldiers  in  Britain 
and  British  Forces  in  Canada. 

Broadcasting  from  Canada,  Sir  Ian  said  :  "  I  look  across  your  southern  border  to  the 
United  States  with  surprise,  almost  awe,  at  the  extraordinary  power  to  manufacture  weapons 
of  war  which  they  possess.  I  know  that  we  can  hold  the  fort  in  Britain  until  the  ships  that 
America  is  making,  and  you  are  making,  and  we  are  making,  can  carry  the  means  of  victory 
to  the  second  front,  whether  it  is  a  matter  of  a  few  weeks  or  a  few  months.  There  is  a 
mighty  spirit  of  determination  in  Britain. 

"  I  have  come  to  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  fix  up  for  the  proper  care  of  the 
war-blinded?  Some  wonderful  constructive  work  has  been  done  by  the  blind  of  the  last 
war,  and  there  is  no  better  example  than  that  of  the  Canadain  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
started  in  Toronto  by  my  friend,  Colonel  Baker,  and  his  associates,  and  now  spreading  its 
magnificent  work  over  the  whole  Dominion.  If  a  small  percentage  of  young  men  and 
women  must  lose  their  eyesight  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  we  may  at  least  rejoice  that  the 
veterans  of  the  last  war  have  built  up  organisations  in  Britain  and  in  all  our  Dominions 
to  give  them  every  possible  chance  of  work  and  happiness.'' 


Brief  Notes 

.  Our  masseur,  J.  Caple,  of  Cardiff, 
will  take  part  in  a  programme,  "  Good 
Anchorage,"  on  October  3rd,  in  the  B.B.C. 
Forces  and  Overseas  programmes,  when 
Billy  Welcome  is  to  visit  his  hospital. 

•  *        • 

G.  Swanston,  of  Lockerbie,  has  just 
finished  a  beautiful  piece  of  work.  He  was 
asked  to  make  a  one  hundred  years-old  table 
into  a  trolley.  He  did  it  with  complete 
success.  •        •        • 

Italian  prisoners  of  war  helped  T.  Parrish, 
of  Finedon,  to  get  in  his  harvest. 

*  *        * 

When  Sammy  Webster  spent  a  short 
holiday  with  his  people  at  Whtichurch,  a 
collection  was  being  organised  locally  for 
St.  Dunstan's.  The  organiser  was  known 
to  Sammy  and,  at  his  request,  he  went  along 
to  the  local  cinema  and  said  a  few  words 
about  St.  Dunstan's — with  excellent  results. 

Masonic 

On  September  5th,  at  Wallasey,  the  office 
of  Provincial  Grand  Assistant  Director  of 
Ceremonies  was  conferred  upon  L.  Jackson, 
of  Heswall,  Cheshire,  by  the  Provincial 
Grand  Master  of  Cheshire.  His  brother 
Masons  will  join  with  us  in  congratulating 
Jackson,  who,  we  believe,  is  the  first  St. 
Dunstaner  to  receive  this  Masonic  honour. 


A  Raffle  for  the  Comforts  Fund 

Review  readers  will  remember  that  in 
December,  1939,  the  St.  Dunstan's  Comforts 
Fund  held  a  raffle  for  a  clock,  made  and 
presented  by  T.  Burley,  of  Norwich,  and 
as  a  result  over  £20  was  added  to  the 
Fund. 

I  now  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that 
there  is  another  chance  to  win  a  beautiful 
prize,  for  Burley  has  very  generously  sent  a 
second  clock  to  the  Fund. 

Again  the  model  is  a  "  baby  "  grand- 
father, just  as  attractive  as  the  first  one. 
It  has  a  height  of  18in.  and  a  base  6in.  by 
3jLin.  > 

Tickets  will  again  be  Is.  each,  and  I  hope 
all  St.  Dunstaners  and  friends  of  St. 
Dunstan's  will  help  to  make  the  raffle  an 
even  greater  success  than  last  time.  The 
raffle  will  be  open  until  the  end  of  October, 
but  please  don't  wait  until  the  last  week 
to  get  tickets.  Write  now,  and  send  a 
postal  order  to  me  at  St.  Dunstan's  Training 
Centre,   Church   Stretton,   Shropshire. 

Whilst  asking  for  your  help,  I  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all 
those  St.  Dunstaners  who  send  such  frequent 
and  generous  support  to  this  work,  which 
seems  such  a  link  between  the  old  and  new 
generations. 

D.A.P. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Many  people  would  rejoice  if,  when  the 
ecclesiastical  Calendar  is  revised  and  Easter 
is  fixed,  St.  Swithin  could  be  transferred  to 
a  period  which  thirsts  for  rain.  At  present 
our  August  holiday  falls  entirely  within 
his  term  of  office.  This  year,  directly  that 
was  over,  we  returned  to  a  glorious  heat- 
wave, with  weather  so  perfect  that  it  was 
difficult  to  concentrate  and  keep  awake  at 
work. 

Since  August,  1941,  there  have  been 
many  changes  here  ;  Longmynd  Hotel  is 
still  our  Headquarters,  and  Tiger  Hall  the 
Hospital,  Battlefield  the  Officers'  Home, 
and  Belmont  a  Staff  House.  This  term 
Lymehurst,  down  in  the  village,  has  been 
opened  for  the  teaching  staff,  leaving 
Belmont  for  V.A.D.s  only.  Of  the  Army 
huts  erected  on  the  tennis  courts,  one  has 
been  used  for  some  time  for  concerts  and 
dances,  and  another  is  now  used  as  a 
dormitory.  The  boot  shop  which  started 
just  before  Christmas  is  in  full  swing. 
(Church  Stretton  roads  would  make  the 
fortunes  of  an  Army  cobbler  !). 

Our  latest  acquisition  is  Brockhurst,  a 
Preparatory  School,  which  is  being  made 
fit  for  heroes  to  live  and  work  in.  We  are 
using  the  swimming  pool,  and  hope  next 
year  to  hold  sports  on  a  scale  comparable 
to  those  in  Regent's  Park  during  the  last  war. 

This  year's  accommodation  for  this  event 
was  limited  to  our  small  tennis  court  cum 
football  pitch  at  Longmynd.  Although  the 
meeting  was  quite  impromptu,  we  spent  an 
enjoyable  evening  on  July  28th.  In  the 
tug-of-war  each  of  the  three  competing 
teams  was  skippered  by  a  one-armed  man. 
In  spite  of  valiant  efforts  by  the  other  teams, 
Johnnie  Dale's  crew  had  an  easy  victory. 

In  the  standing  long  jump,  competitors 
were  disqualified  if  they  fell  backwards,  and 
their  efforts  to  fall  forward  would  have 
provided  good  camera  studies.  Priest 
achieved  a  record  in  throwing  the  cricket 
ball,  and  there  were  large  entries  for  those 
two  old  favourites,  the  three-legged  and  the 
egg  and  spoon  races.  In  the  former,  most 
of  the  escorts  preferred  to  run  bare -legged 
rather  than  risk  laddering  couponed  stock- 
ings. The  egg  and  spoon  race  illustrates 
the  saying  that  the  race  is  not  always  to  the 
swift,  for  all  those  competing  dashed  off 
and  dropped  their  eggs  except  Cook,  who 
went  at  a  snail's  pace  and  arrived  in,  complete 


with  egg-in-spoon,  when  we  were  preparing 
for  the  next  race. 

The  following  are  the  results  :— 
Tug  of  War— 

J.  Dale's  team. 
Egg  and  Spoon  Race — 

D.  Baker,  S.  Hey  (N.S.),  N.  Cook  (S.S.) 
Throwing  the  Cricket  Ball — 

F.  Dickerson  (N.S.),  B.  Priest  (S.S.) 
Three-legged  Race — 

D.   Baker  and  partner,  F.   Morgan  and 
partner. 
Ginger  Beer  Race — 

(a)  1,  O'Neill  ;  2,  Cook. 

\b)  1,  Priest;  2,  Baker. 
Long  Jump — 

S.  Blackmore,  W.  Cowing. 
Throwing  the  Medicine  Ball — 
.    R.  Waas,  L.  White. 
Candle  Race — 

Lady  Buckmaster,  Miss  Whittome,  Miss 
Anthony. 
Admitted  to  Hospital  (July) — 

L-Sergt.  H.  White,  South  Lanes  Regt  (28), 
Stalybridge ;  Pte.  G.  Collins,  Beds  and 
Herts  (28),  Hoddesdon,  Herts;  Corpl.  B. 
Brinkly-Reid,  R.A.F.  (22),  Gourock,  Ren- 
frewshire. 
(August) — 

Sergt.  E.  J.  Grainger,  East  Lanes  Regt. 
(36),  Stretford,  London;  Dvr.  J.  Howie, 
R.A.S.C.  (35),  Glasgow  ;  Ordinary  Seaman 
E.  W.  Small,  R.N.  (20),  Christchurch, 
Hants  ;  Sergt.  R.  Goodali,  Pioneer  Corps 
(35),  Glasgow. 
Discharged  from  Hospital — 

A.C.r'Muir  and  L.A.C.  T.  A.  Morris 
(both  hoping  to  return  to  civilian  employ- 
ment) ;  Pte.  G.  Collins  ;  L-Sergt.  H.  White 
(later  to  be  transferred  to  Training). 

Of  those  who  left  us  last  term,  B.  Cole 
has  taken  a  post  as  telephonist ;  A.  Colclough 
is  doing  basketry  at  home  ;  W.  Cowing  and 
J.  Pad  ley  have  joined  our  other  St.* 
Dunstaners  in  the  Aircraft  Factory.  We 
wish  them  all  good  luck. 

The  following  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
passing  tests  : — 

Typing.—  C.  E.  Beaufoy,  S.  Blackmore, 
J.  Dale,  S.  Hey,  J.  flibbert,  F.  Morgan. 

Braille  Reading.— R.  Dow,  G.  Ethering- 
ton,  H.  Pugh. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint).— W. 
Cowing. 

Braille  Writing.— L.  Clarke,  H.  McCrea, 
T.  Woodget. 
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On  July  15th  the  Sergeants'  Mess  invited 
our  men  to  join  in  the  Sports,  and  we 
brought  away  several  prizes. 

We  cannot  close  the  account  of  last  year 
without  repeating  our  thanks  to  our  faithful 
friends  who  have  entertained  St.  Dunstaners 
on  many  and  various  occasions.  As  our 
numbers  increase,  we  shall  need  them  all 
the  more. 

We  hear  that  Jan  Lasowski,  our  "  Polish 
V.C.,"  was  summoned  during  the  holidays 
to  Buckingham  Palace  to  be  decorated  by 
the  King  of  Norway. 

Fred   Martin  Talks   to 
New  St.  Dunstaners 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Martin  recently  visited 
Church  Stretton.  Speaking  to  the  new 
St.  Dunstaners,  Fred  Martin  said  he  had 
been  able  to  continue  his  journalism  and  to 
take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  by 
adapting  himself  to  the  conditions  imposed 
by  blindness.  .He  could  no  longer  be  a 
sub-editor  but  he  contributed  regularly  to 
various  journals.  During  his  period  of 
office  as  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  Aberdeen  County  Council  they  had  made 
great  developments  and  secured  much 
co-operation  on  a  regional  basis  for  housing, 
water  supplies,  and  other  services.  He  had 
played  an  active  part  in  this.  To  overcome 
the  handicap  of  blindness,  you  had  to  work 
very  hard  and  particularly  to  make  yourself 
acquainted  with  air  the  documents  before  a 
meeting. 

He  had  talked  to  many  new  St.  Dunstaners 
and  to  the  teachers.  He  thought  that  the 
training  and  prospects  for  the  new  men 
were  excellent.  Under  Sir  Ian  Fraser's 
leadership  they  had  applied  the  experience 
of  the  last  war  and  the  intervening  years 
to  make  the  outlook  for  the  new  men  better 
even  than  it  was  in  the  old  days. 

"  Do  not  ask  for  special  concessions  if 
you  are  blind,"  he  said.  "  Make  your  way 
as  normally  as  possible." 

The  Chairman,  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Fred  Martin,  said  the  honour  of  C.B.E., 
recently  conferred  upon  him  by  the  King, 
was  an  honour  to  St.  Dunstan's.  Their 
guest  had  served  the  country  in  Parliament, 
in  local  government,  and  in  journalism,  and 
it  was  a  pleasure  to  have  a  visit  from  him 
and  Mrs.  Martin. 

Sir  Ian  congratulated  men  and  teachers 
on  an  excellent  term  now  drawing  to  its 
close. 


A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bankes- Williams 
and  Miss  Pain,  representing  all  the  staff-  in 
all  departments,  was  carried  enthusiastically. 

Blinded  Prisoners  of  War 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Review,  Rifleman  J. 
Shepherd,  who  was  blinded  in  action  and 
is  now  a  prisoner-of-war  in  Germany, 
wrote  :  "  Although  slow  at  present,  I  am 
confident  I  shall  be  able  to  type  my  own 
letters  home  soon."  A  few  weeks  later  his 
first  letter  arrived  at  St.  Dunstan's.  It  was 
excellently  typed  and  he  deserves  our 
heartiest  congratulations. 

Rifleman  Shepherd,  who  must  be  con- 
sidered our  special  correspondent  in 
Germany,  writes  :  "  I  thank  you  for  the 
St.  Dunstan's  badges  you  so  kindly  sent  for 
distribution  amongst  us.  which  now  makes 
our  little  gathering  here  a  complete  annexe 
of  "St.  Dunstan's.  Lord  Normanby  has 
organised  a  braille  reading  and  writing 
competition  for  us.  If  we  pass  this  test 
with  full  honours  we  will  be  presented  with 
a  silver  cigarette  case.  You  can  imagine 
how  hard  we  are  working.  It  is  not  the 
gift  so  much,  but  the  type  of  proficiency 
we  wish  to  reach." 

Incidentally,  Micky  Burran  tells  us  that 
he  has  known  Jim  Shepherd  since  he  was 
a  boy.  He  often  escorted  Micky  when  he 
worked  in  Grosvenor  Square,  and  they  met 
later  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Victoria 
Rifles. 

Excelsior ! 

Oh  braille,  my  braille, 

My  efforts  quite  fail, 

Tho'  to  learn  your  damned  system  I  strive, 

Your  dots  send  me  dotty — 

Absolutely  potty — ■ 

It's  a  wonder  that  I  am  alive. 

Tho*  my  teacher's  a  LIDY 

So  trim,  neat  and  tidy, 

Whom  I  really  confess  I  admire — 

Tho*  I  strive  night  and  day 

I  am  still  far  away 

From  the  triumph  I  so  much  admire. 

But  are  we  downhearted  ? — Jove  !  we  have  just  started, 

And  I  know  there's  far  worse  to  come, 

All  sorts  of  contraptions, 

They  call  them  contractions, 

And  evidently  think  they  are  fun. 

My  tale  is  not  finished 

Nor  ardour  diminished, 

The  battle  has  only  begun, 

Although  it  is  shocking  and  horrible,  terrible — 

I'll  make  it  a  matter  of  fun. 

*C.  E.  Beaufoy 

*Seventy-three  years  old  ex-Chief  Special 
Constable  of  Dover,  who  was  blinded  by  a 
cross-Channel  shell. 
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News  from  Overseas 

After  many  years'  silence,  it  was  good 
to  hear  again  from  C.  M.  Johnston,  of 
Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  although  our 
pleasure  at  receiving  a  letter  from  him  was 
saddened  by  the  news  of  the  death  last  year 
of  his  wife.  As  Nurse  Rhind,  a  V.A.D. 
at  West  House,  Brighton,  in  1918  and  1919, 
she  will  be  remembered  by  many  St. 
Dunstaners  and  members  of  the  staff  of 
those  days.  They  were  married  in  1919  and 
returned  to  New  Zealand  in  the  following 
year.  There  are  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Mrs.  Johnston  was  a  woman 
of  outstanding  qualities,  and  her  loss  must 
be  a  severe  blow  to  her  husband  and  family. 

In  a  long  letter,  Johnston  says  : 

"  Since  I  arrived  back  in  New  Zealand 
I  have  been  engaged  in  poultry  farming. 
I  am  running  about  four  hundred  birds, 
compared  with  over  seven  hundred  last 
year.  Work  is  a  great  blessing,  but  this 
game  offers  no  union  scale  of  time  or  fixed 
income,  but  once  a  soldier  always  a  soldier, 
and  it  is  the  same  with  poultry  farming. 

Until  I  appear  in  person,  accept  my  best 
wishes  for  the  welfare  of  our  great  Hostel." 

"  Very  busy  making  camouflage  nets," 
writes  G.  F.  Joyner,  of  Melbourne. 

"  I  and  mine  have  had  a  very  good  year," 
writes  Tom  Gibson,  from  New  South  Wales. 
"  Although  H.Q.  is  not  now  in  the  same  old 
spot  that  we  all  learned  to  love  so  well,  it 
is  not  difficult  for  me  to  imagine  the  old 
place  swinging  into  action  and  doing  for 
the  boys  in  this  dust-up  exactly  what  it  did 
for  so  many  of  us  long  ago." 

"  The  war  seemed  so  remote  to  us  here 
in  little  Tasmania  until  the  Japanese 
started,  and  now  we  find  that  we  are  right 
in  it.  Up  to  date  we  have  had  no  bombs, 
but  the  mere  fact  that  we  have  what  is 
called  a  '  brown  out '  and  are  being 
instructed  about  fire  bombs  makes  us  feel 
that  perhaps  it  is  our  turn  to  show  what 
stuff  we  are  made  of.  I  hope  that  we  can 
take  it  like  the  people  in  the  Old  Country. 
Twenty-four  years  since  I  returned  from 
St.  Dunstan's.  I  certainly  retain  some  very 
fond  memories  of  that  time." — Alec 
Blackett,  Launceston,  Tasmania. 

Claude  Frencham,  of  Melbourne,  has  two 
sons  in  the  Middle  East  and  one  in  Syria. 

James  Chisholm,  of  North  Auckland, 
New  Zealand,  never  forgets  his  contribution 
to    Pearson's    Fresh    Air    Fund.     In    his 


letter  this  year  to  Mr.  Kessell,  he  writes  : 
"  Please  give  my  good  wishes  to  any  old 
St.  Dunstaners  you  may  meet.  We,  like 
you,  are  now  rationed  officially  in  sugar, 
tea  and  clothing.  Our  tea  ration  is  the 
same  as  yours.  We  beat  you  for  sugar, 
getting  twelve  ounces.  You  have  the  best 
of  it  in  clothing,  as  we  have  twenty-six  for 
the  half-year,  and  have  to  buy  bed  and  table 
linen  with  them.  About  the  only  things 
without  coupons  are  academic  robes, 
children's  nappies,  and  bath  slippers  !  " 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

A  St.  Dunstaner  in  the  Making 

To  the  Editor, 

Dear  Sir,— In  December,  1941,  I  was 
wounded,  and  this  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
my  sight  and  of  my  left  hand.  I  went  to 
hospital  and  was  there  two  months.  At 
first  I  felt  that  life  was  no  longer  worth 
living.  A  doctor  gave  me  hope  by  telling 
me  that  there  were  still  many  things  that 
I  could  do. 

After  two  months  I  was  sent  to  St. 
Dunstan's  Hospital.  They  gave  me  a 
braille  watch.  This  cheered  me  a  lot  and 
was  the  first  step  to  independence.  They 
were  all  good  friends  to  me  there.  I  went 
home  for  a  month's  leave  and  came  back 
to  the  St.  Dunstan's  Training  Centre. 
I  was  given  a  good  welcome  and  made  to 
feel  at  home.  I  found  a  cheery  crowd  and 
it  felt  to  me  like  one  large  family.  I  knew 
that  most  of  the  boys  were  in  the  same  boat 
as  myself,  and  yet  seemed  happy.  This 
helped  me  a  lot. 

I  soon  settled  down  and  started  to  learn 
typing,  braille,  and  rug-making.  Time 
passed  quickly. 

Out  of  training  hours  I  found' plenty  of 
recreation  :  dances  twice  a  week,  darts  and 
dominoes  tournaments,  and  very  many  of 
the  boys  ride  a  tandem  bicycle.  I  am 
hoping  to  add  to  these  activities  by  starting 
fishing.  I  think  this  would  be  a  grand  sport 
for  St.  Dunstaners,  especially  the  one-armed 
boys. 

I  feel  that  St.  Dunstan's  has  opened  the 
door  to  a  new  life  for  me  and  all  the  others. 
I  want  to  show  my  gratitude  by  writing  this. 
I  hope  that  perhaps  it  may  help  new  boys  to 
know  that  St.  Dunstan's  makes  life  very 
much  worth  living. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Stanley  Heys. 
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Miss  Pease 
Writes  from  South  Africa 

Cape  Town. 

July,  1942. 
To  My  Dear  Boys  and  their  Wives, 

First  I  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for 
all  your  letters  and  telegrams,  which  were 
reaching  me  as  I  left  for  my  port  of  embarka- 
tion. I  appreciated  them  so  much  and 
they  were  indeed  a  very  real  help  to  me. 

When  I  reached  the  Port  in  complete 
secrecy,  I  found  I  was  to  be  given  the 
experience  of  being  shipped  off  with  the 
Free  French  Naval  Forces,  and  we  sailed 
under  the  French  Flag,  the  De  Gaulle  Flag, 
and  the  Red  Ensign.  All  the  ship's  com- 
pany were  De  Gaulle's  men,  and  the  ship 
itself  had  been  in  German  hands,  and 
recaptured  by  us — she  was  old,  but  steady 
and  seaworthy. 

In  addition  to  the  crew  of  French  Naval 
Forces,  we  had  our  own  Navy  very  well 
represented,  mostly  as  passengers  joining 
their  ships  Middle  East,  as  well  as  naval 
officers  from  South  Africa,  Canada,  Poland, 
Belgium,  Holland,  and  Norway,  so  you 
might  well  call  us  the  Allied  Cause.  Our 
guns,  too,  were  manned  by  our  ack-ack 
boys. 

We  set  off  an  enormous  convoy  and 
experienced  foul  weather  at  first,  but 
this  helped  our  safety.  We  had  always 
to  wear  our  lifebelts  and  sleep  with 
them  on  our  bunks — they  were  a  big,  heavy 
kind — and  to  think  how  I  used  to  grumble 
at  having  to  carry  a  mere  gas  mask  !  Each 
day  we  had  to  go  to  boat  drill,  but  the  real 
trial  was  being  battened  into  our  cabins  at 
night — only  a  tiny  space  without  ventilation, 
and  this  became  acute  suffering  as  we  neared 
the  tropics.  After  a  time  at  sea  we  threw 
off  the  convoy  and  proceeded  much  faster. 
The  weather  was  now  getting  hot  and 
flying  fish  and  sharks  made  their  appearance ; 
at  night  the  Southern  Cross  was  a  fine  sight. 

We  had  one  thrill  during  the  voyage  I 
think  I  may  tell  you  of — submarines  were 
supposed  to  be  sighted,  and  the  alarm  was 
given.  I  was  on  my  way  to  my  station 
when  one  of  the  naval  officers  told  me  to 
come  on  to  the  upper  deck  with  him 
instead.  He  then  pointed  to  the  supposed 
submarines  and  said  "  Those  are  life- 
boats." It  was  indeed  true.  Our  ship  was 
stopped  and  two  lifeboats,  filled  with  ship- 
wrecked sailors,  drew  near  with  a  horrible 


escort  of  countless  sharks.  We  hauled  the 
boats  up  on  to  our  decks  and  rescued 
70  odd  sailors — British  and  Lascars — who 
had  been  torpedoed  and  adrift  for  four  days 
and  nights.  We  packed  them  into  our 
already  overcrowded  quarters,  which  im- 
posed an  even  greater  strain  on  our 
dwindling  supplies  of  fresh  water,  but  we 
did  not  worry  about  this,  you  may  be  sure, 
and  there  was  a  fine  "  celebration  "  that 
night ! 

I  really  too  must  tell  you  of  my  adventures 
with  King  Neptune  as  we  crossed  the 
Equator  ! 

They  found  out  I  had  never  been  across 
"  the  line  "  before,  so  I  was  soon  rounded 
up  by  the  "  police,"  and  you  would  have 
loved  to  have  seen  me  going  head  over 
heels  into  a  deep  tank  of  water.  However, 
the  British  Navy  was  there,  so  my  rescue 
was  immediate,  you  may  be  sure,  and  King 
Neptune  actually  presented  me  with  his 
sceptre  for  having  been  brave  enough  to 
go  through  with  it !  I  am  now  in  possession 
of  the  Certificate  of  the  "  Freedom  of  the 
Seven  Seas,"  and  rank  as  a  real  old  salt ! 

Not  so  long  after  this  we  sighted  Table 
Mountain  early  one  morning,  and  the  next 
day  I  set  my  feet  on  African  soil !  At  this 
moment  I  have  joined  up  with  Mrs. 
Chadwick  Bates,  but  I  have  not  got  up  to 
Wynberg  yet.  I  hope  another  time  to  tell 
you  of  my  arrival  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  Africa, 
and  what  we  are  all  doing  there. 

For  now  good-bye,  and  though  far  away,  • 
do  remember  my  thoughts  are  constantly 
with  you  all,  and  I  am  eagerly  looking 
forward  to  a  big  bunch  of  letters  from  you, 
which  my  sister  tells  me  to-day  she  is 
forwarding  on  from  Whitwell — it  will  be 
lovely  to  hear  of  you,  and  I  will  answer 
as  soon  as  I  can. 

Yours  ever  sincerely,  H.  K.  L.  Pease. 

Grandparents 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markwick,  North  Moulse- 
combe,  Brighton,  a  grand-daughter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Smith,  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  two  grandsons — David,  son  of 
their  daughter  Olive,  May  30th,  1942,  and 
Melvyn,  son  of  their  daughter  Mary, 
July  4th,  1942. 

Marriage 

Conlin— Bush.— On  August  2nd,  1942,  at 
St.  Saviour's  Church,  Warwick  Avenue, 
W.9,  P.  Conlin  to  Miss  Gladys  Evelyn 
Bush. 
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Killed  in  Action 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Capt.and  Mrs.  H.  Whitelaw-Wilson,  whose 
son,  Sub-Lt.  Ian  H>  Whitelaw-Wilson, 
r.n.v.r.,  has  been  reported  presumed  killed 
on  active  service. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Joseph 
McDonald,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
McDonald,  of'  Oldham,  is  reported 
missing,  and  that  John  McGuire,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  McGuire,  of  Drogheda, 
Eire,  has  been  reported  missing  after  the 
occupation  of  Singapore. 

Promotion 

David  N.  Livingston,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  Livingston,  of  Mauchline,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the 
Merchant  Service. 

Prisoners-of-War 

Thomas  Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Nelson,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  who  was 
reported  missing,  is  now  known  to  be  a 
prisoner-of-war  in  Germany. 

Douglas  Watt,  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner,  W.  Watt,  of  Montrose,  and 
Arthur  Davies,  son  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner, 
A.  Davies,  of  South  Bank,  Yorkshire,  both 
of  whom  have  been  reported  missing,  are 
prisoners-of-war  in  Italy. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Batchelor,  A.C.W.l  Gladys,  W.A.A.F. 

Benning,  A.  C,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Bright,  A.C.2  A.  F.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Buchanan,  L.A.C.  H.  (Matlock),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Butler,  Pte.  E.  (Waterford),  A.T.D. 

Cass,  Stoker  P.O.  J.  R.,  Royal  Navy. 

Davies,  Sergt.  Pilot  David  (Llandyssul),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Debnam,  Pte.  G.,  R.A.O.C. 
Denny,    Terence    (Pretoria),    South    African    Air 

Force. 
Gamble,  Peter,  Royal  Navy. 
Graham,  Pte.  Elsie  Joan  (Tottenham),  A.T.S. 
Graham,  Pte.  Letitia  Mary  (Tottenham),  A.T.S. 
Johns,  Cadet  Private  N.  A.  (Exeter),  O.C.T.U. 
Jordan,  Sergt.  D.  J.  (Leominster). 
Kirk,  Rifleman  C.  T.  (Lancing),  K.R.R.C. 
McMullen,  Marine  James,  Royal  Marines. 
McMullen,  Sergt.  Artificer  Robert,  O.C.T.U. 
Nash,  Driver  P.  J.  (St.  Leonard's-on-Sea),  Royal 

Artillery. 
Peckham,  Joyce,  W.A.A.F. 
Powell,  G.  W.  (Stretton,  Staffs). 
Pullen,  A.B.  F.  G.,  Royal  Navy. 
Sheridan,  Seaman  Martin  (Glasgow),  Royal  Navy 
Tanner,  Pte.  R.  H.  (St.  Ives),  R.A.O.C. 


St.    Dunstan's    Bridge    Club 
Visits  Harrogate 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Field, 
thirteen  members  of  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Bridge  Club  went  to  Harrogate  for  a  series 
of  matches  and  Bridge  Drives,  arriving  on 
August  19th  and  returning  on  August  24th. 
We  spent  our  mornings  walking  in  the 
grand  country  around  Harrogate  and  on  the 
Saturday  visited  the  old  Castle  of  Knares- 
borough,  which  dates  back  some  800  years. 

Our  members  participated  in  two  Bridge 
Drives  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel  and  one  at  the 
Post  Office  Headquarters,  and  prizes  were 
won  by  R.  Graves  and  Drummer  Downs. 
The  Club  took  part  in  three  Matches,  losing 
two  of  them  to  the  Stray  Bridge  Club  and 
Mrs.  Whitsed's  Club,  while  against  Oakdale 
Golf  Club  we  proved  successful. 

On  Sunday  we  entertained  at  our  head- 
quarters, the  Salisbury  Hotel,  members  of 
the  various  Clubs  we  had  visited  during 
our  stay.  H.  Kerr  spoke  with  eloquence 
about  the  work  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and 
afterwards  thanked  our  many  friends  who 
had  helped  to  make  the  trip  such  a  success. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Field, 
of  the  Post  Office,  Mr.  F.  Nokes,  and  also 
to  Mr.  J.  Habesch,  who  so  generously 
placed  the  Salisbury  Hotel  at  our  disposal. 

On  August  8th  the  Bridge  Club  played  a 
Civil  Service  team  of  eight,  at  Regent's 
Park,  and  won  by  2,500. 

H.G. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  recently  celebrated  silver  wedding 
anniversaries  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Heeley,  Leeds, 
August  1st;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Gill, 
Teddington,  August  5th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  J.  W.  Walker,  Hanwell,  August  12th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Roberts,  Southend, 
August  19th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Stamp, 
Keelby,  August  22nd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Chaplin,  Winford,  August  27th;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Temperton,  Ingleton,  September 
15th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Billingham, 
Northampton,  September  15th;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Westaway,  Yeovil,  October  25th. 

T.  Sattary,  of  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
writes  :  "  September  29th  will  be  our  silver 
wedding.  I  believe  we  are  the  first  out  here 
to  set  the  ball  rolling." 
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"%n    ffitmavy" 


Private  James  Darbinson 
(Royal  Irish  Fusiliers) 
We  deeply  regret  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  Irish  St.  Dunstaners,  J.  Darbinson,  of  Nenagh. 

Enlisting  in  March,  1915,  although  he  was  no  longer  a  young  man,  he  saw  service  in  India, 
and  was  discharged  from  the  Army  with  damaged  sight  in  1918.  He  did  not  come  under  the 
care  of  St.  Dunstan's,  however,  until  1929.  He  was  never  able  to  undertake  very  heavy  work 
on  account  of  his  health,  but  he  carried  on  quietly  with  his  wool  rug-making  until  a  comparatively 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  local  hospital  on  July  17th,  1942.  He  had 
been  suffering  from  heart  trouble  for  a  number  of  years,  but  his  death  was  unexpected. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Barrack  Street  Cemetery,  Nenagh,  and  two  of  his  countrymen, 
St.  Dunstaners  P.  Maher  and  M.  Cleary,  were  present.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his 
comrades  was  placed  on  the  grave. 

He  was  a  single  man  and  we  extend  our  sympathy  to  his  relatives  and  friends. 
Private  William  Ward  Walters 
(8th  Devon  Regiment) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  W.  Walters,  of  Plymouth. 

Walters  served  in  the  Great  War  and  lost  his  sight  as  a  result  of  injuries  received  in  Italy. 
He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1918  and  was  trained  in  both  boot-repairing  and  mat- making, 
at  which  occupations  he  worked  until  some  years  ago,  when  his  health  began  to  deteriorate. 
Since  then  he  had  led  a  very  quiet  life.  For  some  time  past,  he  had  been  far  from  well,  but  at 
the  same  time  his  death,  on  August  8th,  came  as  a  great  shock  to  everyone. 

The  funeral  took  place  a  few  days  later  and  was  attended  by  his  sons  and  daughters — he  was 
a  widower.     A  wreath  was  sent  by  Sir  Ian  and  his  other  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

We  send  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  his  family. 

Private  Robert  Westwood 
(7th  East  Lancashire  Regiment) 
We  have  to  report  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  R.  Westwood,  of  Leyburn,  Yorkshire. 

Westwood  enlisted  on  August  26th,  1914.  He  was  gassed  and  badly  wounded  at  Mametz 
Wood  in  July,  1916,  and  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  June  of  the  following  year.  Trained  as  a 
boot  repairer  and  poultry  farmer,  he  gave  most  of  his  time  to  the  latter  activity  until  he  was 
taken  ill  in  May  last.  He  died  at  his  home  on  June  25th  and  leaves  a  widow,  to  whom  we 
extend  our  deepest  sympathy.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was 
among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

Private  John  William  Wright 
(1st  and  5th  Royal  Fusiliers) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  W.  Wright,  of  Guildford. 

Wright  had  served  with  the  Army  since  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  for  fifteen  years  served  with 
the  Royal  Fusiliers,  part  of  this  time  being  with  the  regiment  in  India.  He  was  admitted  to 
St.  Dunstan's  in  June,  1927,  but  he  was  unable  to  follow  any  kind  of  occupation. 

He  had  very  poor  health  and  for  the  past  twelve  months  had  been  going  downhill  rapidly, 
so  that  his  death  on  August  23rd  did  not  come  as  a  shock. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Sunday,  August  28th,  at  Wyke  Church,  Normandy.  The  Rev. 
C.   J.   Tapsfield  officiated. 

As  the  coffin  covered  with  the  Union  Jack  passed  down  the  lane  on  the  way  to  the  Church, 
soldiers  on  manoeuvres  paid  tribute  to  him  by  giving  the  salute.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is 
extended  to  his  wife  and  daughter  in  their  bereavement. 


Birth 

Jarman. — To  the  wife  of  T.  Jarman,  of 
Bournemouth,  on  September  1st,  a  son 
— their  twelfth  child. 

Deaths 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  the 
following  : — 
Carnell. — To   W.    Carnell,    of  Bampton, 

Devon,  whose  aunt,  with  whom  he  has 

lived  for  many  years,  has  died. 
Eades. — To  G.  Eades,  of  Virginia  Water, 

whose  wife  passed  away  on  September  7th. 
Mummery. — To  H.  T.  Mummery,  of  Saffron 

Walden,  in  the  sudden  death  of  his  wife, 

as  a  result  of  a  heart  attack. 


Sheehan. — To  R.  Sheehan,  of  Ross-on- 
Wye,  in  the  loss,  by  enemy  action,  of  his 
niece,  Renee.  She  was  also  his  mother's 
adopted  daughter  and  had  lived  with  them 
until  quite  recently. 

Wireless  Notes 

Two  interesting  series  of  talks  are 
beginning  shortly :  "  Westminster  and 
Beyond  " — a  group  of  talks  on  Government 
and  the  Citizen,  Mondays,  7.35 — 8  p.m., 
beginning  September  28th,  and  "  Man's 
Place  in  Nature  " — what  Science  can  tell 
us  about  the  world  and  ourselves — 
Fridays,  7.40—8,  beginning  October  2nd. 

Owing  to  pressure  on  our  space,  many  items  have 
unfortunately  had  to  be  left  over  this  month. 
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The  Chairman  in  North  America 

LATEST  reports  show  that  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  have  concluded  the  Canadian  part 
of  their  trip  to  North  America  and  Canada.     Sir  Ian  completed  his  business  relating 
to  the  care  of  wounded  soldiers  in  Ottawa  successfully,  and  had  many  conferences 
and  exchanged  all  views  with  ministers,  newspaper  men,  and  broadcasters. 

The  high  spot  of  the  trip  was  a  gathering,  estimated  at  27,000  people,  which  met  in 
Toronto  on  the  anniversary  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  where  Sir  Ian  was  the  principal 
speaker. 

A  dramatic  moment  was  reached  when,  at  the  end  of  his  speech,  this  vast  audience 
rose  to  their  feet  and  pledged  themselves  "  to  give  all  till  death  or  victory." 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  shortly  afterwards  visited  Washington,  where  they  were  the 
guests  at  luncheon  of  Ambassador  Lord  Halifax  and  Lady  Halifax,  and  Sir  Ian  later  met 
Mr.  Stimson,  the  Secretary  of  War ;  the  Surgeon  General  Parish,  and  Mr.  Harold  Butler. 

They  then  proceeded  on  a  fortnight's  tour  to  the  Middle  West,  where  their  engagements 
included  the  addressing  of  the  -American  Legion  Council  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and 
public  meetings  in  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Dayton,  and  Cleveland. 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  are  expected  back  in  this  country  about  the  middle  of  October. 

The  Editor  Regrets- 
Plenty  of  news,  very  little  space.     That  seems  to  be  the  Review  situation  each  month  now. 

The  extension  of  St.  Dunstan's  work  in  so  many  directions  rightly  calls  for  increasing 
space  in  our  columns.  At  the  same  time,  the  entry  of  more  and  more  young  peopJe  into 
the  Services,  and  the  marriages  of  so  many  yoUng  St.  Dunstaners,  bring  an  ever-growing 
number  of  requests  from  this  direction.  Meanwhile,  the  other  activities  of  St.  Dunstan's 
and  St.  Dunstaners  go  on,  and  we  like  to  record  them. 

All  this  means  that  each  month  there  is  more  "  copy  "•  than  space,  and  someone  has 
to  be  disappointed. 

We  try  to  make  the  Review  as  representative  as  possible,  preference  always  being  given 
to  items  of  general  interest. 

If- you  have  been  one  of  the  disappointed  ones  we  ask  your  indulgence.  It  is  only  with 
regret  that  we  have  to  omit  or  hold  over  items.  Our  difficulties  are  considerable,  but  we 
know  that  they  will  be  appreciated. 
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Notes  and  News 

Our  St.  Dunstaner,  W.  W.  (Nobby) 
Clarke,  of  Lee,  S.E.12,  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  are 
both  working  in  a  factory,  where  they  are 
helping  to  make  Halifax!  bombers:  They 
write  :  "  We  recently  had  airgraphs  from 
our  two  boys  in  the  Middle  East,  Leonard 
and  Cyril,  describing  "how  they  met  in  the 
desert.  It  appears  that  Cyril  heard  that 
Leonard  was  seventy  miles  from  him,  so 
he  got  a  short  leave  and  hitch-hiked  there, 
but  when  he  got  there  he  found  that  his 
brother  was  with  his  unit  forty  miles  further 
on,  and  eventually  found  him.  Leonard 
says  that  he  couldn't  believe  his  eyes  when 
he  saw  Cyril  striding  towards  him.  It  must 
have  been  a  grand  reunion,  after  two  years." 

•  •        * 

W.  Ward,  of  St.  Leonards,  made  a  swing 
for  Prince  William,  the  little  son  of  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester,  for  which 
he  has  received  a  charming  note  of  thanks. 

•  *        * 

Tommy  North  (Staffordshire)  and  Mrs. 
North  had  a  narrow  escape  early  this  month. 
They  were  awakened  at  1  o'clock  in  the 
morning  by  a  deafening  crash.  An  aero- 
plane, in  trying  to  land  in  the  field  at  the 
back  of  their  house,  had  skimmed  their  roof, 
knocking  off  the  chimney  and  damaging 
Tommy's  hut,  then  crashed  in  the  roadway 
outside.  One  of  the  wheels  of  the  plane 
was  found  by  Mrs.  North  in  their  garden 
the  next  morning.  Tommy  has  been  able 
to  repair  his  hut  temporarily,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  none  the  worse  for  their 
unpleasant  experience. 

•  •        • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Abram,  of  Reddish, 
are  grandparents,  their  daughter  having 
presented  them  with  a  grand-daughter. 

•  *        * 

St.  Dunstaners  will  learn  with  interest 
that  Captain  Cecil  Boyd-Rochfort,  brother 
of  our  late  Matron,  Miss  Winifred  Boyd- 
Rochfort,  o.b.e.,  has  been  appointed  trainer 
to  His  Majesty  the  King.  The  death  of 
Matron's  mother,  Mrs.  Florence  L.  Boyd- 
Rochfort,  occurred  on  October  14th.  She 
passed  peacefully  away  at  the  age  of  87. 

•  •        • 

It  was  grand  to  see  Miss  Morris  at  Head- 
quarters recently.  She  looks  remarkably 
well  and  is  going  to  Church  Stretton  very 
shortly. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  TLditor,  "  St.   Dunstan's  Review." 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  you  might  be 
interested  in  a  recent  greatly  appreciated 
action  by  one  of  your  St.  Dunstan's  "  boys," 
Mr.  Sidney  Letch,  of  Hatfield  Peverel,  who 
is  one  of  our  members. 

We  run  a  Comforts  Fund  for  all  Hatfield 
Peverel  men  and  women  serving  in  H.M. 
Forces,  and  as  we  have  over  150  to  send  to, 
you  can  imagine  we  have  to  work  hard  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds.  Recently,  with- 
out being  approached  by  anyone,  Mr.  Letch 
made  a  lovely  door-mat  with  the  Victory 
V  sign  let  in  in  red,  and  the  morse-code 
signal  as  well.  He  then  handed  it  to  me, 
asking  me  to  raise  something  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Fund.  He  suggested  that  it  should 
be  a  whist  drive  prize,  but  it  was  too  good 
for  that,  so  I  arranged  a  "  lucky  ticket " 
competition  in  the  village,  and  the  mat 
realised  £10.  Mr.  Letch  was  delighted  ;  so 
were  we.  He  made  the  draw  himself  and 
handed  the  mat  to  the  winner. 

This  is  what  I  call  "  a  comrade  of  the  last 
war  helping  comrades  in  this  war."  I  am 
sending  this  item  of  news  hoping  you  will 
find  room  for  it  in  the  next  Review,  so  that 
other  blinded  people,  reading  of  it,  may  take 
courage  in  knowing  that,  after  being  trained, 
they  will  find  plenty  of  friends  awaiting 
them  when  they  settle  down. 

We  all  admire  Mr.  Letch,  who  is  always 
cheerful,  and  runs  a  very  successful  small- 
holding, with  pigs  and  poultry,  in  addition 
to  mat-making. 

We  naturally  get  as  many  orders  as  we 
can  for  him  for  mats,  and  like  to  see  him  at 
our  various  meetings  and  functions. 

Yours  sincerely, 

E.  H.  Arthy, 

Chairman,  British  Legion, 
Hatfield  Peverel  Branch. 

The   Comforts  Fund 

The  raffle  for  the  Clock,  made  by 
J.  Burley,  of  Norwich,  will  close  on 
October  30th.  There  has  been  a  steady 
demand  for  tickets  and  I  would  like  to 
thank  all  those  who  have  so  generously 
responded  to  our  appeal. 

Would  those  still  wishing  to  take  tickets 
please  apply  immediately  ? 

D.A.P. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Church  Stretton  became  Hollywood  early 
in  September,  ourselves  the  stars,  Brock- 
hurst  the  main  studio.  We  were  favoured 
with  a  spell  of  real  Californian  weather. 
St.  Dunstan's  is  making  a  new  film  ;  our  last 
showed  us  mainly  at  work,  this  concentrates 
on  sports,  including  tug-of-war,  tandem- 
riding,  throwing  the  cricket  ball,  and 
jumping.  Our  new  swimming  pool  was  a 
timely  acquisition,  and  several  shots  were 
made  of  diving  and  swimming  ;  then  over 
to  Shrewsbury  on  Wednesday  to  show  how 
St.  Dunstaners  row  and  catch  crabs. 

The  finale  was  a  Parade  on  the  balcony  of 
"  Longmynd,"  inspired  by  the  Sunday 
Parades  of  Rotten  Row  in  the  Naughty 
Nineties. 

On  September  18th  the  Uganda  Hut  was 
formally  opened  by  Mr.  Keating,  of  the 
Colonial  Office  (Public  Relations  Depart- 
ment), when  Mrs.  Keating  unveiled  a  plaque 
with  the  inscription  :  "  This  hut  was  given 
to  St.  Dunstan's  by  the  People  of  Uganda 
for  the  use  of  those  blinded  on  War  Service, 
1942." 

Mr.  Keating  gave  an  interesting  account 
of  the  Colony  which  had  presented  the  gift, 
although,  as  he  said,  he  had  unfortunately 
not  had  the  advantage  of  having  been  there, 
as  he  had  to  do  administration  for  something 
like  thirty  different  Colonies. 

Norman  Cook,  a  St.  Dunstaner,  respon- 
ded, and  asked  Mr.  Keating  to  convey  a 
message  of  thanks  to  the  people  of  Uganda. 
He  was  glad  to  have  the  chance  of  speaking 
— firstly,  because  after  his  injury  he  had 
come  back  to  England  by  South  Africa, 
and  although  South  Africa  was  not  Uganda, 
he  was  certain  that  the  kindness  he  received 
there  was  typical  of  all  parts  of  Africa,  and, 
secondly,  he  lived  in  the  Hut  and  found  it , 
very  comfortable.  Photographs  were  taken 
after  the  ceremony. 

On  the  21st  the  Croft-Hermits  paid  us 
another  visit,  and  gave  a  first-rate  perform- 
ance of  "  Billeted,"  a  topical  comedy.  We 
always  look  forward  to  their  shows,  and 
Joe  Walch,  in  thanking  them,  said  he  hoped 
that  we  should  see  them  again  before  long. 

The  two  local  regiments  (caution  forbids 
us  to  mention  them  by  name)  have  enter- 
tained us  several  times  at  their  Sergeants' 
Mess,  and  have  brought  their  bands  for 
dancing.  We  have  done  our  best  to  return 
hospitality,  and  shall  miss  them  if,  and  when, 
they  leave. 


In  view  of  the  fuel  restriction  we  are 
making  special  efforts  to  harden  ourselves 
and  keep  circulation  going  by  open-air 
exercise.  There  are  football  contests  four 
times  a  week — at  present  the  Stretton 
Wanderers  are  leading  against  Sheiks,  Raga- 
muffins, and  Terrors.  There  are  sports 
twice  a  week,  out-of-doors  when  possible, 
otherwise  in  the  Gym.  A  handicapping 
system  has  been  instituted,  and  prizes  will 
be  given  at  the  end  of  the  season  to  those 
with  the  greatest  number  of  points.  Two 
Corporals  coach  us  for  the  tug-of-war. 
There  will  be  another  Sports  Day  at  the 
beginning  of  October,  and  a  St.  Dunstan's 
Walk  one  afternoon. 

The  Salopian  Alpinists  have  been  out 
nearly  every  Wednesday,  and  are  still 
finding  fresh  peaks  to  conquer.  The 
tandems,  too,  are  in  constant  demand. 

"  One  more  word  and  I  am  done,"  as  the 
preacher  assured  us  nine  times  in  the  course 
of  one  single  sermon ;  about  that  clock 
which  is  being  raffled  for  the  Comforts 
Fund.  We  all  want  it ;  clocks  and  watches 
are  feeling  the  strain  of  war-time ;  their 
doctors  have  been  called  up,  restoratives 
and  spare  parts  are  almost  unobtainable. 
Here  we  consider  ourselves  lucky  to  have 
found  a  village  blacksmith,  about  four  miles 
away,  who  mends  them  as  a  hobby— but  his 
fame  has  gone  forth,  and  he  always  has  a 
waiting  list,  so  we  may  have  to  wait  for 
weeks. 

Many  people  have  to  sleep  with  one  eye 
open,  or  with  an  ear  cocked  for  some  well- 
known  sign  to  tell  the  time — and  all  for  the 
want  of  this  Bijou  Grandfather  Clock 
which,  for  the  sum  of  one  shilling,  would 
allay  all  fears  and  prove  as  reliable  and 
ornamental  as  Big  Ben.  So  take  as  many 
tickets  as  you  can,  and  give  your  family  the 
chance  of  securing  the  Comforts  Clock. 
This  is  most  unselfish  advice,  as  I  want  it 
myself. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  their  tests  : — 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — H. 
McCrea. 

Typing.— H.  White. 

Braille  Writing. — Dr.  Snape,  H.  Pugh. 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Miss  S.  Black,  Munition  Worker  (21), 
Chorlton-on-Medlock ;  A/F.  P.  L.  Say  we  11, 
Royal  Navy  (25),  Leamington  ;  Drv.  J.  Daly, 
R.A.S.C.  (36),  Liverpool. 
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Discharged  from  Hospital 

Ord./S.  Small,  Royal  Navy,  returning 
to  his  unit ;  Miss  S.  Black,  transferred  to 
training ;  A-F.  P.  Saywell,  on  leave — to  be 
transferred  to  training. 

Admitted  to  Training 

Pte.  A.  T.  N.  Wigglesworth,  West  Riding 
Home  Guard  (19),  Rotherham,  Yorks ; 
Tpr.  C.  Womack,  Royal  Hussars  (29), 
Sheffield ;  Mrs.  E.  McClarnan,  Munition 
Worker  (26),  Poulton-le-Fylde ;  Gnr.  G. 
Cock,  R.A.  (31),  Rawdon,  Leeds ;  Marine 
W.  Grimwood,  Royal  Marines  (24),  Hythe, 
Kent ;  H.  Grogan  (Old  War),  (47),  Leeds. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Porter,  of  Preston,  who  celebrated  their 
silver  wedding  on  September  16th ;  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Meader,  of  East  Barnet, 
who  celebrated  their  anniversary  on  October 
8th  ;  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  James,  of  West 
Hove,  whose  anniversary  was  on  October 
13th. 

The  Middle  Watch 

'Tis  the  middle  watch;  a  windy  night 
As  the  convoy  ploughs  its  heavy  course, 
While  the  new  corvette,  nigh  out  of  sight. 
Keeps  guard  like  an  old  sea-horse ; 
Where  active  sailors  tumble  up 
And  grope  their  way  to  a  ready  gun, 
And  the  trim  ship  heaves  in  the  rolling  seas 
As  the  convoy  plunges  on. 

'Tis  the  middle  watch  ;  the  wind  is  keen 
And  youthful  eyes  are  steady  fixed 
Way  out  ahead  where  a  light  shows  green 
Or  fades  in  a  fleeting  mist ; 
And  the  young  heart  beats  with  manly  pride 
As  he  keeps  the  slim  corvette  in  line, 
While  the  bridge  swings  wide  on  a  rolling  tide 
As  the  convoy  plunges  on. 

'Tis  the  middle  watch;  grey  dawn  is  nigh, 
And  eyes  are  tired  and  nerves  are  strained, 
There's  a  cabin  warm  where  one  may  lie 
And  dream  of  a  distant  land ; 
But  ice -winds  blow  where  the  big  seas  flow, 
While  sailors  crouch  by  a  loaded  gun, 
And  the  night  gives  way  to  a  desperate  day 
As  the  convoy  plunges  on. 

R.J.V. 


National  Laying  Trials 

Report   on   twelfth   period    of  28    days, 
17th  August  to  13th  September 

Test  Score 

Position  Name  Value 

1  Carpenter,  E.  H.  ...  1278 

2  Smith,  W.Alan  ...  1258 

3  Jackson,  George  ...  1242 

4  Watson-Brown,  M.        ...  1140 

5  Jarvis,  Albert 1118 

6  Holmes,  Percy 1100 

7  Fisher,  T.  M 1091 

8  Fisher,  T.  M 1076 

9  Holmes,  Percy 1065 

10  Chaffin,  Albert 1046 

11  Hammett,  H.  A.          ...  1030 

12  Jarvis,  Albert 955 

13  Chaffin,  Albert 861 

14  Capper,  A.  H 806 

15  Campbell,  John             ...  797 

16  Jackson,  George           ...  759 
Average  per  bird,  203.08. 

R.A.O.B.  News 

J.  Jackson,  of  Patcham,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  the  R.A.O.B.  for  a  number  of 
years,  has  become  affiliated  with  a  Brighton 
Lodge.  He  writes :  "  We  have  in  our 
Lodge  a  Grand  Lodge  report  taken  down 
in  braille  by  a  St.  Dunstaner  who  was  a 
member  but  who  has  gone  to  live  out 
of  the  district  now.  The  Lodge  take  great 
care  of  the  report  and  think  verv  highly 
of  it." 

Serving   Sons  and  Daughters 

Bentley,  A.C.2  E.  (Manchester),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Brampton,  Norman,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Butler,  Eileen  (Waterford),  A.T.S. 
Covlille,     Doreen        (Berkhamsted),       W.A.A.F 

(Motor  Tiansport  Section). 
Durkin,  Corpl.  F.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Hargreaves,    Corporal   Nancy  (Clayton-le-Moois), 

W.A.A.F. 
Hilling,  Gunner  Monica,  A.T.S.  (A.A.) 
Jackson.  A.  C.  T.  (Patcham),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Jennings,  L.-Corpl.  Hilda  (Bradford),  A.T.S.  (R.A.) 
Kempe,  Pte.  Arthur  (Redruth),  P.T.C. 
Kirk,  Doris  (Lancing),  W.A.A.F. 
MacKay,  Signalman  W.  J.  (Caithness). 
Mullen,  Driver  A.   (Blaydon-on-Tyne),   R.A.S.C. 
Parnell,  Marine  J.  A.,  Royal  Marines. 
Powell,  A.C.2  George  (Stretton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Rodwell,  Sapper  W.  F.,  Royal  Engineers. 
Salter,  A.C.I  T.  L.  (Battersea),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Salter,  O.-Tel.  Anthony  (Battersea),  Royal  Navy. 
Squires,  Pte.  E.  R.  D.  (Ringwood). 
Tout,  A.C.W.  Moira,  W.A.A.F. 
Wilkie,  Pte.  J.  (Burton-on-Trent),  R.A.S.C. 
Woodrow,  Armament  Artificer  Frank,  R.A.O.C. 
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On  Active   Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Neville  Cox,  son  of  bur  late  St.  Dunstaner, 
of  Felling-on-Tyne,  has  been  drowned 
whilst  on  active  service,  and  that  his 
brother,  Jim,  has  been  reported  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Italy.  Our  sympathy  is  extended 
to  their  mother  in  her  trouble. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  from  Mrs. 
Jeffries,  widow  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner, 
of  Bishop's  Stortford,  that  her  boy,  who 
has  served  in  the  Royal  Artillery  for  nearly 
four  years,  is  missing  at  Singapore. 

Prisoner  of  War 

Joseph  McDonald,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  McDonald,  of  Oldham,  previously 
reported  missing,  is  now  known  to  be  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  Italy. 

Promotion 

Vera  Horridge,  of  the  A.T.S.,  has  gained 
the  rank  of  a  full  sergeant.  She  is  on 
decoding. 

Young  St.  Dunstaner s 

Sergt.  Joan  Elizabeth  Baulch,  of  the 
A.T.S.,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  T.  Condon,"  of  Basingstoke,  has  been 
specially  mentioned  for  good  service  in 
South-Eastern  Command  Orders  by  Lt. 
General  B.  L.  Montgomery,  c.B.,  d.s.o., 
Commander  in  Chief,  South-Eastern  Army. 
She  was  the  only  one  to  receive  this  honour 
out  of  a  company  of  two  hundred  "  ATS." 

•  •        • 

Joan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Chambers,  of  Manchester,  is  being  married 
on  ..October  24th. 

•  •        • 

Martin  Sheridan,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P. 
Sheridan,  of  Glasgow,  has  passed  his 
examination  and  has  gained  his  Chief 
Cook's  ticket.  He  married  Betty  Toulman 
on  December  27th  last. 

•  •        * 

Veronica,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  King,  of  Bradford,  is  a  full  time  tele- 
phonist in  the  N.F.S. 

•  *        * 

Daisy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davie s, 
of  Wrexham,  has  won  a  scholarship  for  the 
Grove  Park  School. 


'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kerr's  daughter, 
Patricia,  has  gained  a  scholarship  for  the 
Widnes  Central  School. 

•  •        • 

Teenie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Jerome,  of  Didcot,  was  married,  on  June 
27th,  to  Flight  Sergeant  Geoffrey  Emmett. 
Teenie  is  now  a  Leading  Aircraftwoman 
in  the  W.A.A.F. 

•  •        • 

John,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
McNichols,  of  Manchester,  has  secured  a 
free  place  at  the  Xaverian  College.  There 
were  only  two  places  available. 

•  *        • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Williams,  of  Hampton, 
have  heard  from  their  son,  who  has  been 
a  prisoner  of  war  for  two  years  now.  He 
writes  very  cheerfully,  and  says  "  The  spirit 
of  all  the  men  here  in  this  camp  is  wonderful, 
and  they  have  all  got  their  chins  up." 

•  •        * 

Sheila,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Boyter,  of  Cupar,  has  passed  her  examina- 
tion and  is  now  eligible  to  enter  Walde 
Academy  for  three  years. 

•  •        * 

John,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Rickaby, 
of  Battersea,  has  won  a  scholarship  to  Sir 
Walter  St.  John's  School,  now  evacuated  to 
Godalming. 

•  •        • 

Owen,  the  -son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Collins,  of  Jarrow-on-Tyne,  was  married 
on  September  4th  to  Miss  Doris  Newton. 

•  •        • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Stock,  of  Gorsley,  tell 
us  that  their  son,  Charles,  has  been  accepted 
for  the  Greenwich  Hospital  School.  Their 
daughter,  Nancy,  who  is  in  the  W.A.A.F., 
is  now  L.A.C.W. 

•  *        • 

Angela,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mis.  J.  R. 
Lynch,  of  Ruislip,  has  obtained  her  Grade  4 
Certificate  for  the  piano. 

•  *        * 

Denis  Coles,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Coles,  of  Redhill,  has  passed  his  London 
Schools  Certificate  with  two  distinctions  and 
six  credits. 

•  •        • 

The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Bright,  of  East  Barnet,  who  was  badly 
burned  in  the  London  "  blitz,"  has  been 
discharged  from  the  National  Fire  Service 
because  of  his  injuries. 
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Marjorie  Boswell,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boswell,  of  Gainsborough,  was 
married  on  May  5th  to  L-Bdr.  Kirk. 

•  *        • 

Ethel  Dennison,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Dennison,  of  York,  is  now  L.A.C.W. 
in  the  W.A.A.F. 

•  •        • 

L.A.C.W.  Betty  Woodrow,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Woodrow,  of  Alderbury, 
married  Leading  Seaman  J.  W.  Smith  on 
May  16th. 

•  *        • 

A.  C.  I.  Edward  Stevenson,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Stevenson,  of  Brighton,  is  now  a 
Commando. 

•  *        • 

Harold  Gunson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Gunson,  of  Batley,  has  been  successful  in 
the  Dyeing  Diploma  Examination  and  an 
Engineering  Examination  at  Leeds 
University.  Harold,  who  is  studying  for 
the  degree  of  B.Sc,  was  awarded  a  Kitchener 
Scholarship  to  the  University. 

•  *        • 

Hetty  Marsden,  daughter  of  our 
Liskeard  St.  Dunstaner,  has  won  a  Special 
Prize  for  Athletics  in  the  school  examina- 
tions. She  has  won  the  80  yards  flat  race 
four  years  in  succession. 

•  •        • 

The  two  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Ballard,  of  Nottingham,  are  married 
— Betty  on  December  14th,  1940,  whose 
husband  is  now  serving  overseas,  and 
Elizabeth  to  A.C.I  C.  W.  Scotney,  of  the 
R.A.F.,  on  August  1st  last. 

•  •        * 

Kathleen,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
England,  of  Brighton,  has  won  a  scholarship 
to  Varndean  School. 

•  *        • 

Harvey,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Smith, 
of  Bolsover,  has  won  a  special  place  in  an 
examination  for  entrance  to  Chesterfield 
Grammar  School. 

•  *        * 

Vera,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Cookson,  of  Kendal,  and  John,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Whitingslow,  of  Kidderminster, 
have  gained  their  Schools  Certificate. 

Birth 

Sutton. — On  October  11th,  to  the  wife  of 
Afe  Sutton,  of  Madeley,  Crewe,  a  daughter 
— Jane  Enid. 


South  African  Notes 

These  are  the  first  official  notes  to  be  sent 
to  the  Review  from  "  Tembani,"  St. 
Dunstan's  Training  Home  in  South  Africa, 
the  first  St.  Dunstan's  Home  in  the 
Dominions.  Following  the  list  of  the 
names  and  details  of  the  men  who  have 
been  admitted  to  "  Tembani "  since  its 
opening  in  January  last,  is  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  his  first  impressions  of  the  Home, 
written  by  Cpl.  James  Ellis.  "  Jimmy," 
as  he  is  affectionately  known  by  all  at  the 
Home,  is  making  splendid  progress  with 
braille  and  typewriting,  although  he  can 
type  only  with  two  fingers  of  his  right  hand 
(his  left  has  been  amputated)  and  can  use 
only  one  finger  for  braille.  He  can,  and 
does,  make  weird  and  wonderful  noises 
with  a  trumpet,  which  he  has  been  given — 
he  is  shortly  to  have  lessons — and,  as  he  was 
a  musician  before  he  became  a  St.  Dunstaner, 
we  are  hoping  for  a  great  deal  of  help  and 
advice  from  him  in  respect  of  the  band  we 
are  now  trying  to  get  going  at  "  Tembani." 
Corpl.  Ellis  has  promised  some  notes  each 
month  for  the  Review,  for  which  we  hope 
room  will  be  found,  and  to  which  will  be 
added  official  notifications  of  new  arrivals 
and  other  information  which  may  be 
interesting  to  St.  Dunstaners  at  Church 
Stretton,  and  to  our  old  friends,  the  "  After- 
Care  "  $t.  Dunstaners. 

Miss  Hester  Pease  arrived  safely  in  this 
country  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  has  taken  up 
her  duties  as  Matron  of  "  Tembani."  She 
was  given  a  very  warm  welcome  and, 
although  I  have  deprived  St.  Dunstan's  at 
home  of  a  very  valuable  worker,  I  know 
that  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  all  St.  Dunstaners 
will  like  to  know  that  one  who  has  been 
such  a  good  friend  to  hundreds  of  St. 
Dunstaners  is  now  able  to  help  many 
St.  Dunstaners  of  this  war  along  the  road 
to  independence.  We  are  all  extremely 
happy  to  have  her  with  us. 
Ash,  M.  W.,  Marine,  Royal  Marines,  age  23. 
Buckley,  B.  J.,*  Sergeant,    S.A.   Infantry,    S.A.S.C. 

(M.T.),  age  51. 
Daly,  J.,  Driver,  R.A.S.C,  age  36. 
Dudley,  E.  W.,  Driver,  Royal  Engineers,  age  24. 
Eitner,  A.  G.,*  Trooper,  Kalahari  Horse,  age  51. 
Ellis,  J.,  Corporal,  10th  Hussars,  age  29. 
Hanekom,  D.  H.  J.,    Private,    2nd  F.F.  Brigade, 

age  33. 
Nilsen,  N.,  Merchant  Seaman,  Norwegian,  age  35. 

♦Blinded  in  the  Great  War— admitted  for  short 
course  and  now  discharged  to  their  homes. 
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Orient,  A.,    Driver  (1st  Class),    Anti-Tank  Corps, 

R.A.,  age  27. 
Perry,  N.,  Bty.  Seigt.-Major,,R.A.  Field  Regiment, 

age  22. 
Petty,  H.,  Sapper,  R.E.,  age  27. 
Pretoiius,  D.  P.,  Sergeant,  Tank  Corps,  aged  23. 
Ripley,  F.  J.,  Signaller,  R.T.R.,  age  29. 
Vincent,  J.  R.,  Private,  Transvaal  Scottish,  aged  20. 

There  are,  more  men  in  hospitals  in  the 
Union  who  will  shortly  be  transferred  to  us. 

In  our  next  Notes  some  information  will 
be  given  as  to  those  who  have  passed  out 
in  braille,  typewriting,  etc. 

All  here  join  me  in  greetings  to  all  St. 
Dunstaners  at  Church  Stretton. 


E.  M.  Chadwick  Bates. 


Cape  Town. 
August  22nd. 


My  First  Impressions  of  St.  Dunstan's 

We  had  just  been  transferred  to  yet 
another  military  hospital,  and  after  six 
months  of  hospital  life  we  were  feeling 
thoroughly  "  browned  off."  After  a  long 
and  weary  train  journey,  the  knowledge 
that  I  was  en  route  to  an  institution  was  not 
a  very  comforting  thought ;  because,  for 
some  unknown  reason,  I  imagined  high 
walls  and  prison-like  garb.  I  can  tell  you 
that  I  felt  every  bit  a  poor  blinded  soldier. 
However,  we  had  been  in  the  hospital  little 
more  than  an  hour  when  St.  Dunstan's 
came  on  the  scene  in  the  form  of  Mrs. 
Chadwick  Bates,  St.  Dunstan's  Secretary  in 
South  Africa.  She  told  us  all  about 
"  Tembani,"  as  our  home  is  called,  and 
said  that  she  would  try  to  get  us  boys  home 
as  soon  as  possible.  Of  course  I  knew  she 
did  not  mean  "  Blighty,"  but  nevertheless 
the  way  she  said  it  really  made  me  feel  that 
I  was  going  to  become  a  member  of  a 
family,  and  that  I  was  a  long  lost  son  being 
welcomed  home.  When  Mrs.  Bates  left 
I  said  "  Roll  on  a  week's  time,  so  that  we 
can  all  go  to  '  Tembani,'  "  but  much  to 
our  delight,  at  three  o'clock  that  same 
afternoon,  we  were  on  our  way  there.  The 
weather  was  not  too  warm,  and  when  we 
arrived  home  the  people  at  "  Tembani," 
almost  brought  the  afternoon  tea  to  us  on 
the  steps,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  we 
were  comfortably  ensconced  on  a  settee, 
sipping  hot  tea  and  munching  toast  in 
front  of  a  big  fire. 

We  were  introduced  all  round,  and 
although   I   could   not  remember   all   the 


names,  I  gathered  that  there  was  a  whole 
host  of  very  charming  people  assembled  as 
a  welcoming  party.  Everybody  wanted  to 
help  ;  a  chair  here,  a  cigarette  there,  an 
ash  tray  by  my  elbow,  in  fact,  they  antici- 
pated my  every  movement.  Then  they 
"  showed  me  round."  "  Over  there  you 
see  is  the  piano,"  said  Norman  ;  "  Come  and 
have  a  look  at  this  beautiful  radiogram," 
said  Max,  and  so  they  went  on.  All  very 
well  for  them,  but  they  seemed  to  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  I  could  not  see ; 
alas  !  the  joke  was  on  me,  they  were  in  the 
same  boat  as  myself.  It  took  me  quite 
some  time  to  realise  this,  because  it  was 
really  uncanny  the  way  all  these  chaps 
dashed  about  the  house,  but  now  it  is  no 
longer  a  mystery.  After  six  short  weeks 
of  training  in  self-confidence  and  self- 
reliance,  I  am  now  nipping  up  and  down 
and  in  and  out,  as  if  I  had  lived  here  all 
my  life. 

I  am  learning  to  read  braille,  and  in  spite 
of  the  several  mistakes  this  article  is  legible, 
and  I  have  typed  it  myself.  If  you  could 
see  the  result  of  our  dancing  lessons  when 
we  go  to  a  dance,  or  some  of  our  boys  out 
rowing  on  the  lake,  you  would  begin  to 
realise  the  wonderful  work  St.  Dunstan's 
is  doing.  Our  basket-room  is  a  real  bee- 
hive of  industry,  where  all  kinds  of  baskets 
are  made  to  the  tune  of  the  Army  ditties, 
rendered  by  our  star  crooner,  with  ensemble 
choruses. 

Yes,  we  are  all  very  happy  here,  and 
although  I  speak  for  myself  I  know  I  voice 
the  opinion  of  all  us  boys  ;  St.  Dunstan's 
has  given  me  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  I  am 
very  thankful  that  such  a  noble  organisation 
exists. 

My  heartfelt  gratitude  goes  out  to  all  the 
members  of  the  staff  and  everyone  who  is 
in  any  way  connected  with  St.  Dunstan's. 

James  Ellis. 

Wanted 

Tandem. — All  particulars  to  A.  G. 
Love  ridge,  San  Reno,  14  Durham  Road, 
Harrow,  Middlesex. 

Death 

Groves. — We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  A.  F.  Groves,  of  Kingsnorth,  Ashford, 
whose  wife  passed  away  on  July  3rd. 
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"%\\    Jttemorg" 

Sapper  Henry  Sidney  Clarke 
Royal  Engineers 

With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  H.  S.  Clarke,  of  Woodingdean. 

He  was  blinded  at  Cambrai  in  1917,  when  his  left  hand  was  also  amputated."  He  and  his 
wife  first  settled  in  a  small  confectionery  business  in  Brighton — he  used  to  supply  "  smokes5' 
to  the  men  staying  at  the  Annexe — but  he  gave  this  up  and  for  a  few  months  had  a  small  kiosk 
at  the  Annexe.  Ill-health,  however,  and  the  fact  that  he  lost  the  little  sight  he  had,  prevented 
them  from  carrying  on. 

He  had  been  in  poor  health  for  a  number  of  years,  and  his  death  on  September  8th  ended 
several  months  of  painful  suffering.     He  died   in  the  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Brighton  Borough  Cemetery  and  was  attended  by  St.  Dunstaners 
R.  Wass  and  F.  W.  Thompson.     Many  beautiful  wreaths  included  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife,  who  nursed  him  through  his  many  years  of 
illness,  and  to  their  family  in  their  bereavement 

Corporal  Edward  Moss 
(King's  Royal  Rifles) 

We  much  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  E.  Moss,  of  Pelsall,  near  Walsall. 

Enlisting  as  early  as  August  18th,  1914,  he  served  as  a  Corporal  with  the  King's  Royal  Rifles. 
Just  two  years  later  he  was  very  severely  wounded  at  Delville  Wood,  when,  in  addition  to  his 
blindness,  he  received  multiple  wounds  which  greatly  handicapped  him,  but  in  overcoming 
these  he  showed  a  marvellous  spirit.  On  account  of  his  disabilities,  he  was  able  only  to 
undertake  very  light  work. 

His  death  occurred  suddenly  on  September  26th.  His  son  had  arrived  unexpectedly  on  leave 
on  the  previous  day  and  was  welcomed  by  his  father  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  but  almost 
immediately  afterwards  he  had  a  stroke,  from  which  he  did  not  recover. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  large  family,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  in  their 
sudden  loss. 

Private  James  Richard  Smith 
Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  R.  Smith,  of  Newbury,  an  old  soldier  who 
served  in  the  Boer  War,  as  well  as  the  Great  War. 

After  being  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's,  he  went  in*  for  poultry-keeping,  but  he  gave  this  up  in 
1934,  and  since  had  occupied  himself  with  his  garden  until  his  death  on  September  15th. 

He  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  R.A.O.B.  in  Reading,  and  was  subsequently  raised  to  the 
K.O.M.  degree  in  the  Charles  I  Lodge,  R.A.O.B.,  Lambourn. 

His  funeral  took  place  at  the  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels'  Church,  Lambourn,  the  Rev.  B.  D. 
Gotto  officiating.     The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack  and  the  Last  Post  was  sounded. 

Many  beautiful  wreaths  were  received,  including  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  friends 
at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  family  in  their  bereavement. 

Private  William  Whiteside 
(Royal  Irish  Fusiliers) 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  W.  Whiteside,  of  Portadown,  Ireland. 

A  regular  soldier  before  the  Great  War — he  enlisted  in  1912 — he  was  wounded  at  Ypres  in 
the  April  of  1915  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  two  months  later.  Although  trained  as  a  boot 
repairer  and  mat-maker,  he  was  not  able  to  do  anything  but  a  little  light  work  for  some  years 
before  his  death.  He  had  been  in  and  out  of  hospital  foi  a  very  long  time,  and  he  died  on 
October  7th  in  Lurgan  District  Hospital. 

Mr.  Macauley  represented  St.  Dunstan's  at  the  funeral,  which  was  also  attended  by  some 
of  his  comrades  of  the  last  war.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's 
friends.  ' 

He  was  a  single  man.     Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  family. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

"  ^V  TO  name  sounds  so  sweet  in  the  blind  world  as  the  name  of  St.  Dunstan's."  So 
I  ^0  sP°ke  an  American  blinded  veteran  of  the  Great  War  at  a  meeting  in  New  York. 
■f-    ^    He  was  urging  the  formation  of  a  blinded  soldier  training  centre  in  the  United  States. 

Lady  Fraser  and  I  have  just  returned  to  this  country  after  a  two  months'  visit  to  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  We  made  the  journey  each  way  by  air.  I  have  often  been  asked 
whether  I  think  the  big  flying  boat  will  replace  the  passenger  steamer.  I  think  it  will  to 
some  extent  in  time,  for  the  business  men  who  are  in  a  hurry,  but  there  are  many  difficulties 
such  as  delays  due  to  weather. 

The  primary  purpose  of  my  visit  was  to  consult  with  the  Canadian  and  American 
authorities  as  to  the  welfare  and  employment  of  their  blinded  Service  men  and  women. 

To  assist  American  soldiers  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  in  Great  Britain 
who  may  become  temporarily  or  permanently  blinded,  or  who  may  be  threatened  with 
blindness,  I  have  offered  to  the  American  Secretary  of  War  the  facilities  of  St.  Dunstan's 
for  such  patients  awaiting  evacuation  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Stimson  has  accepted  this 
invitation,  and  has  assured  me  of  the  War  Department's  reciprocal  desire  to  assist  British 
Service  men  blinded  in  American  theatres  of  war.  Similar  arrangements  for  the  care 
of  Canadian  blinded  soldiers  were  made  early  in  the  war  and  are  working  satisfactorily 
with  the  Canadian  military  medical  authorities  in  England. 

In  response  to  a  request  for  advice  in  both  countries  as  to  the  best  methods  of  caring 
for  war-blinded  persons,  I  stressed  the  importance  of  establishing  a  Training  Centre  and 
After-Care  organisation  especially  designed  for  and  devoted  to  the  ex-Service  group. 
Young  blinded  serving  men  recover  their  spirits  and  learn  how  to  face  their  new  life  best 
in  an  "  old  soldier "  atmosphere.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  that  institutions 
similar  to  St.  Dunstan's  and  making  use  of  our  experience  will  be  established  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

In  Toronto,  where  the  Headquarters  of  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
is  situated,  I  discussed  with  Colonel  Eddie  Baker  and  his  officials  the  methods  of  training 
and  nature  of  employment  we  might  find  suitable  for  blinded  men  in  his  country  and  in  ours. 

The  C.N.I.B.  was  inspired  by  the  return  of  St.  Dunstaners  to  Toronto.  Colonel  Baker 
was  the  leader  of  this  group,  and  with  the  aid  of  L.  M.  Wood,  the  President,  and  Lady  Kemp, 
President  of  the  Women's  Committee,  and  other  business  and  social  men  and  women,  the 
C.N.I.B.  was  founded.  It  now  covers  the  whole  Dominion,  has  a  very  large  collected 
income,  and  gives  general  service  to  all  blind  people.  Before  the  C.N.I.B.  came  into 
existence  there  were  local  institutions,  which  did  quite  good  work,  but  they  were  not 
national  in  scope.  Colonel  Baker  and  his  colleagues  therefore  had  virgin  soil  to  till,  and 
they  have,  without  doubt,  created  one  of  the  best  voluntary  agencies  for  the  blind  that 
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I  have  seen  anywhere.  The  C.N.I.B.  stands  high  with  the  Canadian  Government,  and 
Colonel  Baker  has  considerable  prestige  in  the  blind  world  and  in  the  ex-Service  world. 

The  development  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  idea  in  Canada  leads  to  a  change  for  St.  Dunstan's 
itself.  Whereas  in  the  last  war  all  Canadians  were  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's,  in  this  war  all 
Canadians  will  be  trained  in  Canada,  unless  in  exceptional  cases  we  are  asked  to  give  training 
in  some  course  not  available  in  that  Dominion.  It  may  be  that  the  developments  in 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa  will  lead  to  similar  results. 

Associated  with  the  C.N.I.B.  is  the  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Club.  All  Canadian  blinded 
soldiers  belong  to  this  Club,  but  for  practical  purposes,  only  those  living  in  or  near  Toronto 
can  fully  enjoy  its  amenities. 

They  have  a  Club  Room  where  social  gatherings  and  concerts  are  held,  and  from  time 
to  time  they  have  a  dinner  or  reunion,  to  which  men  come  from  all  over  Canada.  They 
gave  a  dinner  in  my  honour,  at  which  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  men  were  present. 
Some  had  come  a  night's  journey  to  meet  us.  J.  Harvey  Lyons,  the  President,  took  the 
chair,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Bill  Dies,  Past  President ;  Colonel  T.  E.  Perrett, 
perhaps  the  oldest  St.  Dunstaner  in  Canada  ;  Harris  Turner,  who  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  us  ;  and  A.  G.  Viets,  who,  with  Eddie  Baker,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  C.N.I.B. 

Colonel  Baker  and  I  went  to  Ottawa,  where  Lady  Fraser  and  I  were  the  guests  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Malcolm  MacDonald,  the  High  Commissioner.  We  also  had  ah  invitation  to 
dine  privately  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  King,  at  his  country  house.  He  has  been  Prime  Minister 
of  Canada  for  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  without  intermission,  a  record  for  any  British 
country.  I  also  saw  many  other  Ministers,  in  particular  Colonel  Ralston,  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Minister  of  Pensions.  With  them  I  discussed  the  care  of 
blinded  men  in  general,  and  our  care  of  their  men  in  Britain  in  particular.  These 
conversations  will,  I  think,  confirm  the  arrangements  whereby  their  men  come  to  us  before 
they  are  returned  to  Canada.  Last  war  we  had  over  a  hundred  Canadian  blinded  soldiers. 
It  may  be  the  same  again. 

I  feel  we  are  right  to  take  every  step  to  try  and  get  these  men  and  other  Dominion 
men,  and  Americans,  to  St.  Dunstan's,  if  only  for  a  few  weeks.  Their  presence  will  enrich 
the  life  of  the  place,  and  there  is  no  question  that  it  will  be  of  very  great  value  to  the 
individuals,  and  will  give  them  something  they  cannot  yet  get  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

The  Canadian  war  spirit  is  strong,  and  her  mobilisation  of  man-power  and  productive 
resources  is  great.  The  public  are  already  accepting  cheerfully  many  war-time  restrictions, 
and  I  judge  that  these  will  shortly  be  very  greatly  increased. 

In  the  United  States 

On  arrival  in  New  York  I  was  asked  to  broadcast  by  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System, 
and  spoke  at  a  good  listening  hour  in  the  evening  on  what  is  called  a  national  hook-up  ; 
the  audience  was  estimated  at  ten  to  twenty  millions.  This  talk  was  mainly  about  the 
British  war  effort,  but  reference  was  made  to  St.  Dunstan's. 

I  had  a  day's  discussion  with  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  Committee  of  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Robert  B.  Irwin,  who 
is  an  outstanding  blind  leader  in  the  United  States.  This  is  an  all- American  Association, 
covering  the  whole  country,  and  perhaps  the  only  .national  voice  in  the  American  blind 
world.  Accordingly  they  are  consulted  by  Washington  authorities  and  have  sorrt^  influence. 
I  found  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  various  States  and  local  institutions  to  wish  to  have 
the  individual  blinded  soldiers  under  their  local  care.  I  persuaded  them  that  this  was  a 
wrong  line,  and  that  there  should  be  one  national  soldier  training  centre  and  after-care 
organisation,  like  St.  Dunstan's.  This  view  eventually  prevailed  and  they  passed  resolutions 
clearly  recommending  this  course  to  the  administration. 

Amongst  those  present  at  this  gathering  was  Frank  Smith,  Canadian  ex-St.  Dunstaner, 
for  many  years  settled  in  Philadelphia,  a  leading  osteopath,  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Osteopathy,  and  lecturer  in  psychiatry. 

At  Detroit  we  visited  munition  plants  and  saw  some  interesting  new  weapons.  At 
Washington  we  lunched  with  Lord  Halifax  at  the  Embassy,  and  were  received  by 
Mr.  Stimson  and  the  Surgeon  General.  We  were  also  received  by  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  on  behalf  of  the  American  Government. 
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At  Kansas  City  we  were  the  guests  of  the  American  Legion,  and  I  addressed  their 
Annual  Convention  on  the  British  war  effort,  and  delivered  a  message  from  the  British 
Legion.  It  was  a  very  enthusiastic  and  emotional  audience.  Thousands  shook  us  by  the 
hands  as  comrades  of  two  wars.     In  the  course  of  my  speech  I  said  : — 

"  The  American  Legion  and  the  British  Legion  have  a  common  task — to  maintain 
national  unity  and  Allied  unity  in  the  war  and  in  the  peace  ;  to  awaken  a  fuller  sense  of 
responsibility  and  urgency  in  the  civilian  mind  ;  to  see  that  the  returned  soldier  gets  a  square 
deal.  A  square  deal  involves  an  ordinary  job  if  he  comes  home  fit,  and  generous 
compensation  and,  where  possible,  a  special  job,  for  which  he  must  be  trained,  if  he 
comes  home  disabled." 

The  American  Legion  is  more  successful  in  obtaining  concessions  for  ex-Servicemen 
from  the  American  Government  than  our  British  Legion  is  from  our  Government.  We 
should  not  perhaps  go  all  the  way  with  them  or  emulate  all  their  methods,  but  I  think 
ex-Service  bodies  in  this  country  should  have  a  more  vigorous  policy,  particularly  perhaps 
as  we  approach  the  end  of  the  war.  It  is  St.  Dunstan's  policy  to  work  in  the  closest  possible 
co-operation  with  the  Legion  in  our  representations  to  the  Government  about  pension 
matters. 

We  went  on  to  St.  Louis  and  Chicago,  where  I  addressed  a  meeting  of  leading  business 
men,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hadley  Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind.  This  society 
is  unique  ;  it  conducts  education  in  braille  and  the  art  of  being  blind,  and  in  a  variety  of 
professions  and  hobbies,  by  correspondence.  I  have  asked  tbem  to  send  us  some  samples 
of  their  courses  ;  some  of  them,  or  modifications  of  them,  may  be  of  use  in  connection 
with  our  education  by  correspondence  of  British  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany. 

Dayton  and  Cleveland  completed  our  tour. 

The  United  States  war  effort  is  remarkable  already  and  takes  giant  strides.  The 
conversion  of  Britain  and  America  from  peace  to  war  is  a  spiritual  and  physical  problem 
of  great  magnitude  and  complexity.  In  Britain  it  is  no  doubt  almost  complete.  In  the 
United  States  a  comparable  maximum  is  some  way  off,  but  the  approach  is  rapid  and 
accelerating. 

Everywhere  there  is  a  great  hunger  for  news  and  information  as  to  the  way  the  war 
affects  the  life  of  the  ordinary  British  citizen.  There  are,  of  course,  misunderstandings, 
but  it  seemed  to  me  everywhere  I  went  that  the  American  people  were  glad  to  have 
mis-statements  corrected  and  to  hear  good  of  their  ally.  We  in  Britain  do  not  fully 
appreciate  America's  point  of  view  or  her  war  effort,  and  there  should  be  a  reciprocal 
invitation  to  Americans  to  come  and  tell  the  ordinary  man  in  the  street  about  it.  Without 
exception,  some  thousands  of  individuals  I  met  showed  friendly  understanding,  and  a 
determination  to  see  the  war  through  whatever  the  cost. 

I  have  come  back  firmly  convinced  of  the  strong  comradeship  and  friendship  of  the 
people  of  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  their  determination  to  secure  victory  and  a 
lasting  peace. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Notes  and  News 

A.  W.  Blaker,  of  Mere,  Somerset,  who 
was  to  present  the  prizes  at  a  local  whist 
drive  in  aid  of  St.  Dunstan's,  won  the  first 
gentleman's  prize  himself. 

•  •        * 

St.  Dunstaners  who  met  them  at  Brighton 
will  be  interested  to  hear  that  T.  Kent's 
sister  was  married  on  September  30th  to  his 
old  friend,  Gunner  Albert  Wellavise,  now 
serving  in  H.M.   Forces. 

•  •        • 

Who  was  the  St.  Dunstaner  mentioned  in 
the  Harry  Champion  B.B.C.  programme  on 


November  14th  ?  It  recalled  that  this  "  old 
timer,"  while  playing  at  Hammersmith 
Palace,  and  singing  "  Ginger,  You're 
Barmy,"  exchanged  humorous  bows  with  a 
red-head  in  the  stalls,  to  the  delight  of  the 
audience.  Years  later,  when  presenting  a 
big  cheque  at  a  variety  concert  at  Regent's 
Park,  a  V.A.D.  asked  him  to  speak  to  one 
of  the  "  boys."  It  was  his  "  ginger " 
friend  of  the  stalls  ! 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Eden,  of  Sidmouth,  July  21st ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Strachan,  Motherwell,  August  8th. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

The  last  Sports  Meeting  of  the  season, 
held  on  October  10th,  was  the  first  big 
event  on  our  new  ground  at  "  Brockhurst." 
The  latter  will  be  a  great  asset,  being  much 
larger  than  the  ground  at  "  Longmynd." 

Our  good  friends>  Sergt.-Major  Worrell 
and  Bombardier  Gough,  lent  a  hand  in 
starting  and  judging  the  events.  These 
were  keenly  contested  because,  as  we 
forecast  in  the  last  Review,  a  handicapping 
system  has  been  instituted  and  points  are 
awarded  not  only  at  the  Sports  Meeting, 
but  also  at  the  practices. 

The  following  are  the  results  : — 
Throwing  the  Cricket  Ball — 
1,  A.  Mitchell;  2,  D.  Baker. 
Egg  and  Spoon  Race — 

1,  B.  Priest;  2,  G.  Cock. 
Standing  Long  Jump — 

1,  R.  Alty ;  2,  N.  Cook. 
Ladies'  Race — 

1,  Miss  N.  Gough  ;  2,  Miss  J.  Walch. 
Throwing  the  Medicine  Ball — 

1,  N.  Cook ;  2,  R.  der  Waas. 
Heaving  the  Medicine  Ball — 

1,  B.  Priest;  2,  H.  White. 
Three-legged  Race — 

1,    D.    Baker    and    Miss    J.    Walch;    2, 
F.  Morgan  and  Mrs.  Davie s. 
Treble  Jump — 

1,  C.  Womack;  2,  R.  der  Waas. 
Men's  Race  (Staff  and  Visitors) — 

1,  Cpl.  Gough ;  2,  A.  E.  Startin. 
Tug-of-War — 

R.  Alty,  J.  Kirby,  D.  Baker,  G.  Cock, 
R.    Dow,   F.    Morgan,    S.    Blackmore,   B. 
Priest. 
For  Points  gained  during  Term — 

1,  N.  Cook,  2,  B.  Priest,  3,  F.  Morgan. 

Miss  Pain  presented  the  prizes,  which 
were  mostly  war-time  luxuries  :  pewter 
tankards,  cigarettes  or  lighters  for  the  men, 
and  for  the  ladies,  dainty  face  towels,  which 
went  on  "  points  "  the  next  day. 

Football  and  walks  still  continue.  On 
October  31st,  Dr.  Snape  entertained  the 
Walking  Club  to  tea  at  Crown  House. 
Suggestions  for  fresh  winter  activities  are 
welcome. 

Warned  by  two  winters  here  and  the 
gloomy  prognostications  of  Old  Moore 
and  Co.,  we  are  preparing  for  the  worst. 
Tiger  Hall,  under  Matron  Postlethwaite  and 


Miss  Williams,  led  the  way  with  log- 
sawing,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  boys 
in  blue,  a  neat  little  pile  is  prepared  every 
afternoon  for  the  evening's   comfort. 

As  you  will  see  in  Miss  Pain's  letter, 
"  Grandfather  Burley  "  has  left  the  mantel- 
piece in  the  lounge  and  is  off  to  the  lucky 
winner.  We  miss  his  cheery  little  figure 
and  most  correct  behaviour — he  adhered 
strictly  to  the  truth  and  agreed  with  Big 
Ben  to  the  minutest  point.  We  congratu- 
late Burley,  the  maker,  his  new  owner,  and 
Grandfather  himself,  for  their  success  in 
the  Thousand  Shilling  Stakes. 

We  much  appreciate  the  South  African 
notes  in  the  October  Review,  bringing  us 
tidings  of  friends  old  and  new.  We  are 
glad  that  Jimmy  Ellis  has  promised  to  write 
to  us  every  month — his  style  is  refreshing 
and  he  knows  how  to-  tell  the  tale. 

The  Prisoners  of  War  Correspondence 
Club  is  keeping  in  touch  with  our  blinded 
St.  Dunstaners.  Last  month  we  received 
a  letter  from  Bertram  Bright,  who  has 
learnt  and  passed  our  tests  in  braille  and 
typing,  and  hopes  to  become  a  telephonist. 
His  mother  wrote  to  him  after  paying  us  a 
visit,  and  he  looks  forward  to  coming 
himself  some  day.  They,  like  our  men  here, 
are  learning  to  walk  about  alone,  and  to 
be  less  dependent  -on  sighted  assistance. 

The  Ludlow  Ladies'  Club  invited  us 
again  to  a  Social  Evening  on  October  29th. 
It  became  so  foggy  that  we  feared  we 
should  not  manage  the  journey,  but  Driver 
Fearns,  with  his  good-humoured  smile  and 
his  cap  at  the  Beatty  angle,  piloted  our  long- 
suffering  old  bus  through  thick  and  thin  to 
a  very  enjoyable  entertainment,  and  brought 
us  safely  back  as  usual. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  hear  that  our  friends 
of  the  Raven  Club  are  on  the  wing.  No 
doubt  they  will  be  glad  to  be  back  in  their 
old  haunts,  but  we  shall  miss  those  Very 
popular  evenings  which  they  had  given  us 
every  month  since  we  came  here. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  their  tests  : — 

Typing. — G.  Collins,  H.  Wigglesworth, 
Mrs.  E.  McClarnan. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline).— M.  O'Neil. 


On  November  2nd,  Mr.  Leonard  Beaufoy, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Works  and  Planning,  paid 
a  flying  visit  to  our  St.  Dunstaner  (his 
father),  and  kindly  gave  us  a  short  lecture 
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on  "  Town  Planning  through  the  ages," 
with  a  special  reference  to  post-war  recon- 
struction. He  said  that  while  we  must  not 
expect  to  build  a  new  Jerusalem  in  England 
immediately  after  the  war,  the  Government 
has  already  started  preparations  for  carrying 
out  a  tremendous  scheme  for  town  and 
country  factories  and  holiday  centres, 
dormitories,  and  business  places,  roads  and 
houses,  at  which  he  could  but  hint  in  the 
short  space  of  half-an-hour.  His  audience 
was  so  interested  that  there  was  a  constant 
stream  of  very  pertinent  questions  in  the 
half-hour's  discussion  which  followed.  We 
hope  that  Mr.  Beaufoy  will  find  time  to 
come  and  address  us  again. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — P/O.  R.  D. 
Wall,  R.A.F.V.R.  (31),  Neath,  Glam.' ; 
H/Engine  Fitter  R.  J.  Vowles,  R.M.  (30), 
Portsmouth  ;  Mrs.  V.  Formstone,  Munition 
Worker  (23),  Wavertree ;  Pte.  H.  Akers, 
Pioneer  Corps  (20),  Wigan ;  Dvr.-Mech. 
R.  W.  Branton,  R.A.  (24),  Sherbourne ; 
Pte.  D.  P.  Frith,  Hampshire  Regt.  (19), 
Mario w ;  Pte.  E.  Quinn,  Pioneer  Corps 
(28),  Offaly,  Eire;  Dvr.  T.  E.  Sellars, 
R.A.S.C.   (25).  Pickering,  Yorks. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  being  trans- 
ferred to  Training. — L-Sergt.  Grainger  ; 
Dvr.  J.  Daly. 

•        •        • 

New  Chaplain  for  St.  Dunstan's 

The  Bishop  of  Hereford  visited  Church 
Stretton  on  Saturday,  November  7th,  and, 
at  a  special  service,  handed  to  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Nugee  a  licence  enabling  him  to 
undertake  his  work  as  Chaplain  of  St. 
Dunstan's. 

Andrew  Nugee  is  himself  a  St.  Dunstaner. 
Blinded  in  the  last  war,  at  Hooge,  he  came 
to  St.  Dunstan's,  and  then  studied  for  Holy 
Orders  in  the  Church  of  England.  After 
twenty  years'  parish  work,  ending  up  near 
Sheffield,  in  an  important  parish,  he  has  now 
come  to  St.  Dunstan's,  where  he  will  act 
as  Chaplain  and  as  an  assistant  tutor. 

In  his  first  sermon,  or  talk  to  the  men,  as 
he  would  prefer  to  call  it,  he  said  :  "  I  go 
forth  to  this  new  work  feeling  it  to  be  the 
most  important  of  my  life.,  I  wish  to  be  of 
service  to  St.  Dunstaners  here,  and  to  St. 
Dunstaner s  generally." 

There  is  no  chapel  at  St.  Dunstan's  at 
Church  Stretton  as  yet,  but  one  of  the  huts 
is  being  used  for  services.     There  was  a 


full  congregation  of  men  and  staff  when  the 
Bishop  came  to  give  the  licence.  In  a 
simple  but  moving  ceremony,  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
presented  the  new  Chaplain  to  the  Bishop, 
who  handed  him  the  licence  and  read 
through  the  Oath  to  King  and  Bishop.  In 
his  address,  the  Bishop  said,  "  The  people 
in  the  Diocese  are  proud  to  have  St. 
Dunstan's  and  St.  Dunstaners  among  them, 
and  I  am  glad  to  license  your  new  Chaplain, 
more  particularly  because  he  is  a  St. 
Dunstaner  himself." 

The  new  Chaplain's  fluent  reading  of  the 
Lessons  in  braille,  and  of  unaccustomed 
prayers,  impressed  everybody  and  set  a 
standard  of  attainment  for  the  Braille  Room. 
At  Evensong  a  collection  was  made  for  the 
Poppy  Day  Fund. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Nugee  starts  his  new 
work  with  the  help  and  good  wishes  of  all. 


Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  visited  Church 
Stretton  for  two  week-ends  during  the 
month,  and  had  a  talk  with  all  the  men  in 
the  hospital  and  the  Training  Centre,  and 
with  many  members  of  the  staff. 

In  the  course  of  an  address  to  the  men, 
in  which  Sir  Ian  spoke  of  his  trip  to 
America,  he  also  stated  that  the  Council  of 
St.  Dunstan's  had  now  decided  that  allow- 
ances should  be  issued  from  St.  Dunstan's 
funds  for  the  children  of  men  blinded  in  this 
war,  provided  such  children  are  born 
subsequent  to  nine  months  from  their 
father's  blinding,  and  are  ineligible  for 
Government  allowances.  The  basis  would 
be  a  new  one,  for  there  would  be  a  sliding 
scale.  Instead  of  the  flat  rate  of  6s.  a  week, 
the  following  scale  would  be  paid  :  Under 
five  years  of  age,  4s.  per  week  ;  five  years 
and  under  seven,  5s.  per  week ;  seven  and 
under  ten,  6s.  per  week ;  ten  and  under 
twelve,  7s.  per  week ;  twelve  and  under 
sixteen,  8s.  6d.  per  week. 

In  certain  conditions  allowances  may  be 
continued  after  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
educational  allowances  will  be  provided  to 
aid  boys  and  girls  who  are  specially  qualified 
and  will  specially  benefit  to  go  to  an 
advanced  educational  establishment  or  a 
university. 

Sir  Ian  reminded  the  men  of  the  import- 
ance of  remaining  voluntary  contributors 
under  the  National  Health  Insurance,  and 
of  saving  all  they  possibly  can  while  they 
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The  world  outside," 
he  said,  "  is  a  hard  one  compared  with  the 
relative  comfort  here,  and  it  will  be  better 
for  you  not  to  set  yourselves  too  high  a 
standard  of  pocket-money  expenditure." 

Welcoming  the  new  Chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Nugee,  Sir  Ian  said  :  "  We  are  glad 
to  have  a  St.  Dunstaner  occupying  this  post. 
We  all  wish  him  good  luck."     (Applause.) 

Mr.  T.  Rogers,  Braille  Instructor,  pro- 
posing a  vote  of  thanks,  said  he  was  sure 
old  St.  Dunstaners  would  be  glad  to  know 
that  the  development  of  St.  Dunstan's  made 
it  possible  for  the  children  of  their  young 
fr  ends  to  be  given  a  good  chance  in  life. 

The  Comforts  Fund  Clock 

The  raffle  for  the  Grandfather  Clock  has 
surpassed  all  our  hopes  or  expectations. 
Over  fifty  guineas'  worth  of  tickets  were 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  our  Comforts  Fund. 
The  clock  is  ticking  with  pride,  both  at  its 
own  achievement  and  in  the  readiness  with 
which  you  sent  your  shillings  towards  the 
Fund  on  a  thousand  and  one  chance. 

The  lucky  winner  was  Mr.  McGarrick,  of 
London — not  a  St.  Dunstaner — who  bought 
his  ticket  from  Mr.  L.  Warwick,  an  old 
friend  of  St.  Dunstan's  whom  sportsmen 
will  remember  as  an  official  in  walks,  etc. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  ready  response, 
and  congratulations  and  thanks  again  to 
J.  Burley,  who  produced  and  presented 
both  Grandfather  and  his  elder  brother, 
who  came  to  us  last  year.  D.A.P. 

No  Christmas  Cards,  Please 

The  opinion  prevails  in  St.  Dunstan's 
community  even  more  strongly  than  ever 
that  we  should  all  abstain  from  sending 
Christmas  cards  this  year.  By  denying 
ourselves  this  pleasure,  we  save  paper, 
which  is  shorter  than  ever,  and  reduce  the 
work  of  our  postmen  and  postwomen. 

Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Anniversary 

It  has  been  customary  for  a  number  of 
old  St.  Dunstaners  to  subscribe  each  year 
for  a  wreath,  to  be  placed  on  Sir  Arthur's 
grave  in  Hampstead  Cemetery,  on  Decem- 
ber 9th.  As  usual,  the  subscription  is 
limited  to  one  shilling,  and  should  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Askew,  who  acts  as  Honorary 
Treasurer.  It  should  be  sent  to  him  at 
Tyttenhanger  Park. 


South  African  Notes 

Since  last  month's  notes  were  written, 
Cpl.  James  Ellis  has  been  admitted  to 
Baragwanath  Military  Hospital  in  Johannes- 
burg, for  the  fitting  of  an  artificial  hand. 
He  is  therefore  unable  to  contribute  the 
notes  promised  for  this  month's  Review, 
but  the  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
received  from  him,  dated  September  23rd, 
which  will,  I  am  sure,  be  of  interest  to  all 
St.  Dunstaners  : — 

"  I  arrived  at  this  place  at  rather  an 
awkward  time,  because  the  whole  Hospital 
was  in  a  flat  spin,  busy  preparing  for  an 
inspection  by  General  Smuts.  The  morn- 
ing being  over  we  were  prepared  to  sit  nice 
and  tidy  until  the  General  arrived,  but  we 
were  mistaken — in  came  the  cameramen, 
much  to  the  amazement  and  thrill  of  would- 
be  film  stars  !  When  these  celluloid  eaters 
had  finished  their  preparations  we  again 
sat  nice  and  tidy,  being  careful  where  we 
dropped  our  ash.  The  great  moment  came 
— the  General  arrived  !  My  impression  of 
the  General  is  that  he  is  a  quiet,  kind, 
unassuming  man.  I  was  overjoyed  when 
he  chatted  with  me  and  shook  my  hand, 
wishing  me  the  best  of  luck.  The  whole 
of  this  time  we  were  being  filmed,  so  look 
out  for  the  St.  Dunstan's  film  star  !  When 
the  procession  of  A.D.C.s  had  passed,  an 
officer  of  high  rank  came  back  to  me  and 
said,  '  I  think  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates  will  be 
glad  to  hear  that  you  have  spoken  with 
and  been  filmed  with  General  Smuts.' 

"  This  is  a  very  nice  hospital,  good  food 
and  attention ;  the  fellows  in  this  ward  are 
a  jolly  good  crowd,  with  a  good  sprinkling 
of  '  Cockneys,'  so  that  you  can  bet  that  I 
have  many  good  laughs,  but  in  spite  of  all 
this  I  am  already  homesick  for  \  Tembani.' 
I  sincerely  hope  that  this  finds  you  and  all 
my  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  best  of 
health  and  spirits." 

We  are  glad  to  hear  of  Dvr.  J.  Daly's  safe 
arrival  at  Church  Stretton,  and  expect  that 
he  has  given  all  St.  Dunstaners  there  news 
of  their  comrades  at  "  Tembani."  We  are 
all  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  promised 
account  of  his  voyage  over — he  has  been 
greatly  missed  here. 

We  have  a'  newcomer  in  Gnr.  Ronald 
Vincent,  R.A.,  aged  21.  He,  unfortunately, 
has  lost  both  his  hands,  but  is  looking  for- 
ward with  interest  to  learning  to  typewrite 


JT.    DtJNSTAN*S  REVIEW 


— a  Remington  machine  is  now  being 
adapted  specially  for  his  use. 

Our  Norwegian,  Nils  Nilsen,  whose 
knowledge  of  English  is  not  so  limited  as 
he  would  sometimes  have  us  believe,  did 
not  take  kindly  to  netting.  When  he  was 
having  a  lesson  one  day  he  did  not  seem 
to  understand  the  instruction  given  him  in 
English,  so  another  lady  instructor,  who  is, 
fortunately,  a  Norwegian,  was  called  upon 
to  translate  the  lesson  into  Norwegian. 
She  did  so  in  great  detail,  but  only  to  find 
her  efforts  wasted,  for  Nils,  at  the  end  of  the 
long  explanation,  merely  said  "  I  still  do  not 
like  *  hommocks,'  even  in  Norwegian  !  " 
He  raised  another  laugh  one  evening  when, 
as  he'  had  a  bad  cold  and  Matron  promised 
him  some  hot  milk  and  brandy  as  a  night- 
cap, he  said,  "  Thank  you,  Matron.  I  will 
have  the  brandy  now  and  the  milk  in  the 
morning.  I  do  not  want  to  spoil  the 
milk !  " 

On  September  16th  we  celebrated  the 
opening  of  the  new  Wing  with  a  Social 
Evening  and  Dance.  The  floor  was  perfect 
for  dancing — the  whole  of  the  floor  of  the 
new  building  being  of  Rhodesian  teak. 
Several  members  of  the  South  African 
Committee  were  present,  including  Major- 
General  W.  E.  C.  Tanner  and  Mrs.  Tanner 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Alers-Hankey,  also 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Kennedy,  the  kind 
donors  of  "  Tembani  "  and  the  new  Wing. 
We  had  a  splendid  dance  band,  which  was 
augmented  during  part  of  the  evening  by 
Jimmy  Ellis,  who  played  the  trumpet  in 
fine  style.  St.  Dunstaners,  their  friends, 
members  of  the  Committees,  V.A.D.s  and 
staff,  and  other  guests,  who  have  taken  an 
interest  in  "  Tembani  "  since  its  inception, 
numbering  in  all  about  70,  spent  a  very 
enjoyable  evening.  Excellent  refreshments 
were  prepared  by  Quartermaster  Riker  and 
the  kitchen  staff. — E.  M.  Chad  wick  Bates. 

Armistice  Day,  1942 

On  the  morning  of  November  11th,  Sir 
Ian  Fraser,  accompanied  by  Lady  Fraser, 
and  St.  Dunstaners  M.  Burran,  N.  Downs 
(last  war),  C.  W.  W.  Cooper  and  H.  Preedy 
(new  war),  attended  at  the  Cenotaph  and 
laid  a  wreath.  Head  Orderly  T.  Watson, 
d.c.m.,  Croix  de  Guerre,  acted  as  escort. 

Major  Sir  Neville  Pearson 

It  is  learned  that  Major  Sir  Neville 
Pearson,  Bart.,  has  left  this  country  for 
service  overseas. 


Appointment 

R.  W.  Slatter,  of  Bristol,  one  of  the  first 
officers  to  come  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  this  war, 
has  been  appointed  Assistant  Army  Welfare 
Officer  in  his  area. 

Blinded  Prisoners  in  Germany 

In  a  letter  to  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  from  Lieut,  the 
Marquis  of  Normanby,  the  sighted  prisoner 
of  war  who  has  taken  charge  of  the  group 
of  blinded  men  in  a  German  prison  camp, 
he  says : — 

"  I  often  wish  that  you  could  be  with  us 
to  see  oar  branch  of  St.  Dunstan's.  I  feel 
sure  it  would  cause  you  some  amusement, 
and  also  some  pleasure,  for  nowhere  will 
you  find  a  better  group  of  men,  either  in 
spirits  or  in  loyalty  to  St.  Dunstan's,  and 
never  will  these  men  forget  that  they  owe 
everything  to  St.  Dunstan's,  as  indeed  they 
do.  St.  Dunstan's  will  also,  I  hope,  be 
enthused  by  their  especial  spirit,  which,  in 
the  black  times  of  depression,  has  not 
received  the  advantages  of  freedom  and 
tuition  which  have  helped  their  fellow 
St.  Dunstaners  at  home." 

Wounded 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Jolly,  of 
East  Ham,  has  been  wounded  in  Egypt, 
and  is  now  at  a  rest  camp. 

Promotion 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  McAndrew,  of  Bournemouth,  whose  son, 
Harry,  is  now  a  Captain  in  the  R.A.S.C. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Ash  all,  L/Cpl.  F.,  Royal  Signals. 
Ball,  A.C.  W.  J.  (Pontrhyfyden),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Belcher,   A.C.W.2   K.   J.   (Hampton),   W.A.A.F. 
Brown,  Kathleen  (Exeter),  W.R.N.S. 
Cashmore,  Marine  N.  A.,  Royal  Marines. 
Collyer,  A.C.1    W.   G.   (Kingsbury),   Royal   Air 

Force. 
Floyd,  A.C.2  J.  D.  A.}  Royal  Air  Force. 
Francis,  S.  (Battle),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Hindley,  A.C.2,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Hurst,    Pte.    R.    H."  (Great    Longstone),    Welch 

Regiment. 
Hurst,  Pte.  G.  (Great  Longstone),  P.T.C. 
Martindale,  Pte.  A.  T.  H. 
Morgan,  Cyril  (Tredegar),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Murphy,  Fusilier  G.  (Bedlington),  R.S.F. 
Palfrey,  Gwen,  W.A.A.F. 
Porter,  O/S.  R.  S.  (Seven  Kings),  Royal  Navy. 
Ralph,  Pte.  F.,  K.S.L.I. 
Sayers,  Pte.  G.  (Minster). 
Spackman,  Pte.  M.,  A.T.S. 

Squires,  Trooper  E.  R.  D.,  Royal  Armoured  Corps. 
Welton,  2nd  Engineer  A.,  Merchant  Navy. 
Worthington,  Pte.  (Stockport),  A.T.S. 
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"In    Ittemorg' 


Wireless  Operator  John  Archibald  Godwin 
(Eastern  Command  Labour  Battalion) 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  A.  Godwin,  late  of  Weymouth. 

Blinded  in  the  last  war  in  an  explosion  on  board  ship,  he  carne  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  January, 
1920.  For  some  years  he  was  employed  as  a  Home  Teacher  by  tbe  Western  Society  for  the 
Blind,  but  since  the  beginning  of  1926  he  had  occupied  himself  with  netting  and  trays. 

Air-raids  at  Weymouth  upset  his  nerves  considerably,  and  since  leaving  his  home  his  health 
had  not  been  good.  He  was  admitted  to  Melplash  Court,  but  he  passed  away  there  on 
October  15th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Melplash  Cemetery,  and  the  service  was  conducted  by  the 
Re^v.  Eatle,  Vicar  of  Mapperton.  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  T.  Hartley,  W.  Spencer, 
T.  Miles,  W.  Dee,  and  F.  Vernon,  and  many  beautiful  wreaths  were  received  from  his  many 
friends,  including  one  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow. 

Private  Albert  Griffin 
{Berkshire  Regiment) 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  Griffin,  of  Tupsley. 

During  the  last  war  he  served  in  France  and  was  severely  wounded  at  St.  Quentin  in  March, 
1918,  losing  his  sight.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Germans,  and  was  sent  to  the  notorious 
Ruhleben  Camp,  where  he  suffered  great  hardship.  After  six  months  he  was  repatriated  and 
he  then  came  to  St.  Dunstan's. 

He  was  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer,  at  which  occupation  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of  years. 
Of  late,  however,  he  has  only  been  able  to  attend  to  his  greenhouse,  from  which  he  derived 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  interest. 

He  was  taken  ill  in  August  of  this  year  and  v/as  admitted  to  hospital.  He  returned  home, 
but  he  died  there  on  October  19th. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades.  We  extend  our  sincere 
sympathy  to  his  relatives,  particularly  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Andrews,  who  has  cared  for  him  since 
the  death  of  his  wife  in  May  1939. 

Private  William  Higgins 
(Labour  Corps) 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  W.  Higgins,  of  Hulme,  Manchester. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1922,  but  was  never  able  to  undertake  any  serious  training  as 
he  was  not  a  fit  man  ;  he  was,  however,  interested  in  a  little  business  which  he  kept  going  right 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  suddenly  at  his  home  on  October  9th. 

Among  the  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  Our 
sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relatives  and  to  his  housekeeper,  Miss  Abraham,  who  had 
been  with  him  for  a  number  of  years.     He  was  a  widower. 

Private  Arthur  Thompson 
(11th  West  Yorkshire  Regiment) 

We  deeply  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  A.  Thompson,  of  Sprotborough^  near  Doncaster. 

Enlisting  in  April,  1915,  he  was  severely  wounded  at  Ypres  in  September,  1917,  and  was 
totally  blinded.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  November  of  that  year  and  was  trained  as  a  boot 
repairer  and  mat-maker.  He  carried  on  at  his  work  for  a  considerable  time,  although  not  in 
good  health ;  of  late  years  he  has  only  been  able  to  undertake  light  occupational  work. 

He  was  taken  ill  some  months  ago,  but  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  go  to  our  Blackpool 
Home.  On  his  return  he  was  happily  engaged  in  making  arrangements  for  his  son  to  enter 
Durham  University  this  month  when  he  had  a  relapse,  and  he  died  at  his  home  on  October  6th. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades,  and  we  extend  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  his  wife  and  family.     Two  sons  are  serving  with  the  Forces. 

Lance  Corporal  Matthew  Westwick 
(12th  Northumberland  Fusiliers) 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  M.  Westwick,  of  Harrogate. 

When  the  last  war  broke  out,  he  was  already  serving,  having  enlisted  in  May,  1914.  He  went 
to  France  and  in  September  of  the  following  year  was  wounded.  Fie  came  to  St.  Dunstan's 
and  was  trained  as  a  masseur,  and  he  practised  in  West  Kensington  until  the  London  air  raids, 
when  he  evacuated  to  Harrogate.     He  died  very  suddenly  on  October  2nd  whilst  out  walking. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  friends  was  among  the  flowers.  Our 
sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relatives.     He  was  a  single  man. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

A  NUMBER  of  St.  Dunstaners  have  written  from  time  to  time  asking  me  to  represent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  that  their  assistants  in  shops  or  on  poultry  farms,  or  in 
other  businesses,  should  not  be  called  up.  Where  the  assistant  is  of  military  age 
I  have  sometimes  been  successful  in  securing  deferment  for  a  period.  The  Ministry  points 
out,  however,  that  such  deferments  are  only  of  a  temporary  nature  to  enable  the  employer 
to  find  other  assistance,  or  re-adjust  his  affairs .  Where  the  assistant  is  a  good  deal  older, 
and  particularly  where  it  is  a  woman,  there  is  more  chance  of  getting  a  longer  deferment. 

The  fact  that  the  employer  is  blind  does  not  of  itself  entitle  him  to  special  consideration, 
but  I  have  always  found  the  Government  officials  willing  to  give  some  weight  to  this  factor 
where  useful  work  in  the  national  interest  is  being  undertaken. 

The  reason  why  I  have  mentioned  this  matter  is  to  tell  my  St.  Dunstan's  friends  that 
the  limited  help  I  can  give  them  is  at  their  disposal,  and  to  warn  them  that  in  every  case 
they  must  write  to  me  as  soon  as  their  assistant  is  registered,  or  is  called  for  a  medical 
examination  or  interview.  If  the  matter  is  left  until  calling-up  .notices  have  been  served 
it  is  too  late  for  any  intervention  to  be  successful. 

Pensions 

The  process  of  persuading  or  wearing  down  the  Minister  of  Pensions  is  a  long  and 
tedious  one.  Since  we  last  succeeded  in  getting  the  pension  of  new  war  cases  raised  to 
37s.  6d.  a  week  we  have  made  no  further  progress,  but  my  friends  and  I  in  the  House  of 
Commons  continue  to  press  the  matter  whenever  opportunity  occurs.  Until  the  pension 
for  the  men  of  this  war  has  been  made  the  same  as  that  for  the  men  of  the  last  war,  it  will 
not  be  practical  politics  to  raise  such  general  questions  as  an  increase  all  round  to  meet  the 
rise  in  the  cost  of  living  or  family  allowances,  but  I  also  keep  these  matters  in  the  minds 
of  the  House  and  the  Minister  by  constant  repetition  of  them. 

On  November  26th  I  again  asked  the  Minister  about  making  the  pension  the  same 
for  the  two  ^ars,  and  pointed  out  that  many  working  men  had  received  half-a-crown  a 
shift  or  a  day,  and  that  it  wasn't  much  to  ask  that  young  blinded  soldiers  should  receive 
half-a-crown  a  week.     The  Minister  replied  with  the  stale  answer  about  the  cost  of  living, 
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of  which  we  are  all  so  tired.  A  St.  Dunstaner  who  read  a  newspaper  report  on  this  subject 
commented  on  this  in  a  recent  letter  as  follows  :  "  The  Minister  of  Pensions  is  rather  like 
a  gramophone  record  which  has  got  stuck  in  one  groove,  and  keeps  on  saying, <  The  cost 
of  living  has  not  gone  up  .  .  .  The  cost  of  living  has  not  gone  up  ...  .  The  cost  of 
living  has  not  gone  up.'" 

Percy  L.  Way 

There  are  many  blind  men  to  whose  good  work  in  earlier  generations  or  in  our  own 
we  St.  Dunstaners  owe  much.  Notable  among  these  is  Mr.  Percy  L.  Way,  Principal  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  School  of  Massage.  Blinded  by  a  shooting  accident 
when  he  was  a  boy,  he  has  had  a  distinguished  career.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  art  and 
practice  of  massage,  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Organists,  and,  as  I  have  said, 
he  is  Head  of  the  School.  I  think  every  St.  Dunstan's  masseur  in  this  country  and  in  the 
Dominions  was  taught  by  him,  and  all  will  agree  that  they  owe  much  of  their  success  to 
him.  He  recently  celebrated  his  sixtieth  birthday  and  his  many  friends,  particularly  in  the 
massage  profession,  joined  together  at  Mrs.  Chaplin-Hall's  suggestion  to  make  a  presentation 
to  him.  My  wife  and  I  asked  him  to  lunch  on  his  birthday  and  told  him  that  we  hoped 
this  presentation  did  not  mean  that  he  was  retiring.  He  assured  us  that  this  was  not  the 
case.  I  am  particularly  glad  to  think  that  the  new  blinded  soldiers  of  this  war  who  are  to 
become  masseurs  will  benefit  by  his  teaching  and  his  wide  experience  of  life,  and  from  his 
example  as  an  outstandingly  successful  blind  man. 

There  have  been  six  massage  pupils  amongst  new  St.  Dunstaners.  One,  Douglas 
Calder,  has  just  qualified  and  starts  out  in  the  world  at  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year. 
Congratulations  and  good  luck  to  him. 

The  Review  is  Later  this  Month 

I  am  sorry  the  Review  should  arrive  after  Christmas,  but  we  could  not  get  it  ready 
until  the  last  minute  because  we  wanted  to  include  the  latest  Church  Stretton  Notes  up  to 
the  end  of  term,  and  then'  we  were  advised  that  it  was  unwise  to  post  right  on  top  of 
Christmas. 

Nevertheless,  at  Christmas  time  my  wife  and  I  will  be  thinking  of  all  St.  Dunstaners 
and  their  families  and  we  will  drink  a  toast  to  absent  friends  all  over  the  world. 

IAN  FRASER.    . 


Look  After  Your  Watch 

A  watch  repairer  in  the  North  draws  our 
attention  to  the  fact  that  many  accidents  to 
St.  Dunstaners'  watches  are  caused  by  them 
being  carried  loose  in  the  pocket,  when 
they  have  only  to  bend  for  the  watch  to 
slip  out.  Repairs  are  so  difficult  now,  and 
the  supply  of  new  watches  is  becoming 
almost  impossible,  that  we  advise  all  men 
to  take  extra  precautions  against  damage 
in  this  and  other  ways. 

Tandems  Wanted 

Three  St.  Dunstaners — one  of  this  war — 
urgently  want  to  buy  a  tandem.  The 
Editor  will  be  very  glad  to  hear  from 
anyone  wishing  to  sell  a  machine. 


Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  celebrated  silver  wedding  annivers- 
aries :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Alexander, 
Dalbeattie,  August  17th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Barnard,  Leytonstone,  December  2nd ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  R.  Beattie,  Hornsey, 
December  17th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Brown, 
Exeter,  December  19th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Mahony,  Church  Stretton,  December 
25th. 

R.A.O.B.  News 

Congratulations  to  S.  C.  Loram,  of 
Brixham,  who,  on  December  19th,  was 
raised  to  the  4th  degree  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange  Lodge,  Brixham. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

By  the  time  these  notes  appear  we  shall 
have  started  our  Christmas  holidays,  and 
we  of  Church  Stretton  send  our  best  wishes 
for  1943  to  our  fellow  St.  Dunstaners  at 
home  and  overseas. 

The  Entertainments  Committee,  after 
more  than  a  year's  good  service,  resigned, 
and  a  meeting  was  held  to  elect  a  fresh 
Committee.  Efforts  were  made  to  persuade 
the  outgoing  members  to  serve  again,  but 
each  in  turn  refused  the  honour,  and  no 
one  seemed  very  keen  to  take  office, 
probably  realising  what  thorns  beset  the 
path. 

However,  Miss  B.  Sleigh  and  H.  Pugh, 
H.  Priest,  and  C.  Womack  screwed  up  their 
courage  to  the  sticking  point,  Mr.  J.  Walch 
consenting  to  join  them  for  a  short  time 
to  "  put  them  wise  "  to  their  various  duties. 
We  wish  them  smooth  passages  and  all 
success. 

A  few  days  later,  Mr.  Kitson  read  a  paper 
on  Astrology,  this  having  been  suggested 
for  discussion.  He  claimed  to  have  an 
open  mind  on  the  subject,  but  evidently 
thought  there  was  something  in  it,  and 
warned  his  audience  to  distinguish  between 
faith  and  superstition.  Knowing  how 
eagerly  Sunday  paper  readers  want  to  know 
what  the  stars  foretell,  we  were  not  surprised 
to  learn  that  Petulengro  had  made  a  lucky 
hit  with  one  of  the  members  at  a  seance  at 
Blackpool ;  and  soon  we  were  drifting  off 
towards  palmistry  and  kindred  "  black 
arts,"  until  Mr.  Nugee  brought  us  back  to 
the  point  with  records  of  comets  which  had 
"  foretold  the  fate  of  kings." 

Before  the  meeting  broke  up,  Mr.  Nugee 
announced  that  he  was  in  touch  with 
speakers  on  various  subjects  for  discussion 
in  the  New  Year,  and  we  left  the  hut  to 
find  our  way  through  a  thick  fog,  which 
no  guiding  star  could  pierce,  even  for  the 
most  trusting  astrologer. 

R.  Dufton  was  with  us  again  in  mid- 
November.  Last  spring  he  was  one  of  the 
star  turns  of  our  Debates,  and  gave  us  two 
enjoyable  talks  on  technical  subjects,  so  we 
were  glad  when  he  kindly  consented,  at 
extremely  short  notice,  to  address  us  once 
again,  and  we  spent  an  interesting  hour 
learning  about  "  Plastics,"  a  subject  which 
had,  till  then,  been  a  closed  book  for  many 
of  us.  We  were  glad  to  learn  that  he  is 
still  in  the  executive  job  in  a  war  factory 


which  he  took  up  some  months  ago  after 
his  St.  Dunstan's  training,  and  that  he  finds 
the  work  interesting. 

The  Raven  Club,  which  is  now,  to  our 
sorrow,  leaving  Shrewsbury,  invited  us  all 
to  a  farewell  tea-party  on  the  25th.  As  a 
memento  of  two  years  of  happy  friendship 
and  monthly  hospitality,  they  presented  us 
with  a  magnificent  silver  rosebowl,  for 
annual  competition. 

On  October  3rd,  Reinder  Waas,  of  the 
Royal  Dutch  Brigade,  who  is  at  present  at 
Church  Stretton,  opened  a  Fete,  held  on 
behalf  of  St.  Dunstan's  by  the  people  of 
Silverdale,  Stoke-on-Trent.  The  magnifi- 
cent total  of  £45  10s.  was  reached. 

End  of  Term 

We  closed  the  term  with  our  customary 
festivities  of  Concert,  Dinner,  and  Dance. 

On  the  11th  the  Choir,  under  Mr.  L. 
White,  gave  us  a  two-hour  programme, 
again  compered  by  Joe  Walch,  with  Miss 
Jones  and  Miss  Walch  at  the  piano.  The 
hut  was  filled  to  overflowing  with  an 
appreciative  audience,  including  Sir  Ian 
and  Lady  Fraser,  Mr.  Askew,  and  officers 
of  the  local  regiment.  H.  Pugh  played  a 
medley  on  the  piano  until  the  curtain  rose 
on  the  Choir,  looking  highly  professional 
in  their  white  coats.  Among  many  good 
turns,  Micky  McCrea  almost  brought  the 
house  down  with  bis  Irish  songs,  which  he 
not  only  sang  but  acted.  Sea  Shanties  by 
the  Choir  were  as  popular  as  ever,  and  came 
in  for  much  applause,  and  "% Silent  Night  " 
brought  an  appropriate  note  of  Christmas. 
Sir  Ian  thanked  the  artistes  and  their  helpers 
on  behalf  of  the  audience.  Miss  Sleigh 
replied  for  the  Choir. 

On  Monday,  the  14th,  over  a  hundred  sat 
down  to  dinner,  each  wearing  a  sprig  of 
well-berried  holly.  The  tables  were  prettily 
decorated,  and  the  fare  testified  to  the  skill 
of  our  Chef,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  his  staff. 
When  the  Christmas  pudding  and  mince 
pies  had  disappeared,  Sir  Ian  rose  to  give 
the  toast,  "  The  King,"  and  then  sketched 
the  growth  of  St.  Dunstan's  during  the  past 
year.  Besides  the  men  in  training  here,  we 
had  twenty-eight  prisoners  of  war  in 
Germany  and  one  in  Italy  wearing  our 
badge,  other  new  men  in  South  Africa,  at 
Tembani,  from  the  African  Campaign,  and 
yet  others  in  India  and  Cairo. 

Many  had  left  us  this  year  to  become 
useful   citizens,    and   we    had    men    under 
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treatment  in  Tiger  Hall,  some  of  whom 
would  come  in  to  training,  whilst  some 
would  be  discharged,  cured.  We  had  also 
Centres  at  Melplash  and  Blackpool,  and 
finally  the  old  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  last 
war  ;  to  all  these  he  would  ask  us  to  drink 
the  toast,  "  St.  Dunstan's." 

He  spoke  of  our  Director  of  Training 
who,  in  one  year,  has  firmly  established 
himself  by  his  wise  guidance  and  kindly 
personality. 

Mr.  Davenport,  he  said,  had  come  up 
with  us  from  Ovingdean,  and  even  before 
that  had  been  our  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  We 
were  grateful  to  him  for  skilful  treatment 
which  had,  in  many  cases,  brought  wonder- 
ful results.  With  these  he  must  couple  the 
names  of  the  two  Matrons,  Miss  Pain  and 
Miss  Postlethwaite,  who  had  won  our 
affection  and  regard.  They  were  backed  up 
not  only  by  the  Staff,  but  by  the  men 
themselves,  and  these  last,  radical  though 
they  might  profess  to  be,  were  very 
conservative  in  their  fight  to  maintain  the 
traditions  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

The  Director  of  Training  thanked  Sir  Ian 
for  his  speech,  and  reminded  us  that  last 
year  he  had  said  that,  much  as  it  might  be 
due  to  the  staff,  it  was  on  the  trainees  them- 
selves that  the  work  of  St.  Dunstan's  mainly 
depended,  and  he  was  more  convinced  than 
ever  of  the  rightness  of  this  opinion,  and 
thanked  the  men  for  their  loyal  co-operation 
throughout  the  year.  This  year  Sir  Ian 
came  of  age  as  our  Chairman,  and  he  had 
celebrated  the  event  by  writing  a  book, 
Whereas  I  Was  Blind,  which  had  just  been 
published  and  most  favourably  reviewed, 
and  every  trainee  would  receive  a  copy  as 
a  Christmas  present — the  very  best  he  could 
possibly  have.  He  said  he  had  found  the 
work  to  be  most  interesting  and  inspiring. 

Mr.  Davenport  then  replied  for  Tiger 
Hall.  We  were,  he  said,  always  welcome 
at  Tiger,  but  although  there  had  been 
many  fresh  patients,  fewer  than  last  year 
had  availed  themselves  of  the  invitation  to 
return  from  Longmynd  !  !  The  invitation 
would  still  be  extended  during  the  coming 
year. 

H.  Pugh  then  asked  the  two  Matrons  to 
accept  a  gift  from  the  men.  The  choice  of 
book  tokens  was  indeed  a  happy  one,  for 
both  these  ladies  are  omnivorous  readers. 
They  rose  in  turn  to  express  their  thanks. 

Sir  Ian  thanked  the  Chef,  the  Orderlies, 
and  the  Kitchen  and  Dining  Room  Staffs 


for  their  part  in  making  the  dinner  such  a 
success,  and  we  then  made  for  the  Hut, 
where  dancing  continued  until  nearly 
midnight,  with  a  Cabaret  and  light  refresh- 
ments. 

Owing  to  our  growth  in  numbers  and 
limited  accommodation,*  we  were  unable 
to  invite  the  Tigers  on  the  14tb,  but  they 
were  entertained  by  "  Longmynd  "  three 
evenings  later,  and  those  of  us  who  have 
availed  ourselves  of  that  hospitality  of  which 
Mr.  Davenport  spoke  know  well  that  their 
dinner  at  Tiger  on  Christmas  Day — when 
we  have  gone  on  holiday — will  be  worthy 
of  the  traditions  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

At  last  we  have  found  another  game  to 
supplement  the  evergreen  Dominoes,  and  a 
Cribbage  craze  has  set  in.  So  great  is  the 
enthusiasm  for  "  One  for  his  Knob  "  that 
the  players  are  making  their  own  cribbage 
boards,  and  bridge  has  gone  into  temporary 
eclipse. 

Woodget  and  Dickerson  are  leaving  to 
take  posts  as  telephonists  in  the  New  Year. 
We  hope  they  will  give  us  a  ring,  telling  of 
success  in  the  hear  future.  Blakely  is- 
returning  home  as  a  basket-maker.  » 
-  Since  the  autumn  of  1 941 ,  Miss  McAndrew 
has  collected  £56  for  the  Red  Cross  from 
St.  Dunstan's,  Church  Stretton. 
*         •         • 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing.— W.  Burchall,  Miss  S.  Black, 
G.  Fullard,  V.  Formstone,  G.  Cock, 
B.  Bentley,  C.  Womack. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline).— S.  Barton, 
S.  Blackmore,  R.  Waas. 

Braille  Writing.— R.  Dow,  M.  O'Neill. 

Admitted    to    Training.— Cpl.    R.    A. 

Fullard,  Royal  Scots  Regt.  (23),  Wolver- 
hampton ;  Ambulance  Driver  G.  H.  Piper. 
Home  Defence  (39),  Littlehampton  ;  Post 
Warden  C.  J.  Green,  Home  Defence  (60), 
London  ;  Capt.  J.  M.  Rees,  Merchant  Navy 
(48),  Pontypool. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — A-Sgt.  L.  D. 
Cadman,  The  Black  Watch  (R.H.R.),  (27), 
Featherstone,  Yorks  ;  Pte.  S.  V.  Tutton, 
Worcs.  Regt.  (26),  Pentre,  Rhondda,  Glam.  ; 
Dvr.  L.  PI. 'Champion,  R.E.  (33),  Camberley, 
Surrey;  L.A.C.  F.  Pestell,  R.A.F.  (35), 
London. 

Admitted  to  Hospital  and  discharged 

(on  leave  prior  to  training). — Dvr.  E.  W, 
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Dudley,  R.E.  (24),  Croydon  (transferred 
from  South  Africa)  ;  Gnr.  R.  L.  Vincent, 
R.A.  (21),  Thorpe,  Surrey  (transferred  from 
South  Africa). 

Discharged   from   Hospital   (returning 

to  Civil  Employment).— Sgt.  R.  Goodall, 
Dvr.  L.  H.  Champion  ;  (On  leave  prior  to 
training),  J.  Howie,  L.  Cadman  ;  (Hoping 
to  resume  civil  employment),  T.  Sellars. 

Discharged  from  Training. — Cpl.  J. 
La  sows  ki. 

Blackpool  Notes 

This  is  Blackpool  Home  calling  the 
British  Isles,  at  least  the  St.  Dunstan's  part 
of  the  British  Isles. 

The  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Blackpool 
visited  us  on  Friday,  October  30th.  When 
they  arrived  we  had  a  Lounge  full  of  very 
jolly  people,  "  troops,"  escorts  and  staff. 
The  Mayor  was  deeply  touched  by  everything 
he  saw,  and  seemed  rather  overcome  by  the 
Guard  of  Honour  when  he  left.  Little 
Bill  Gardiner,  the  grandson  of  S.  Smith,  of 
Blackpool,  presented  the  Mayoress  with  a 
bunch  of  chrysanthemums. 

On  November  24th,  Mr.  Samson,  who 
is  a  great  friend"  of  St.  Dunstan's,  brought 
along  Tony  Eaton's  band  and  the  Concert 
Party — a  grand  evening.  Mr.  Samson  has 
also  brought  the  R.A.  band  here  a  few 
times,  and  they  have  provided  excellent 
concerts  and  played  wonderful  music  for 
our  dancing.  The  Grand  Hotel  dances 
have  started  again,  and  this  is  one  of  the 
attractions  of  a  Blackpool  holiday — the 
"  troops  "  just  love  them. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  men  find  when 
they  come  here  that  their  sons  in  the  Forces 
are  stationed  not  far  away,  so  there  are  many 
happy  meetings — one  likes  to  feel  also  that 
the  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners  look  us  up  if 
they  are  anywhere  near. 

We  manage  to  keep  a  very  full  house,  in 
spite  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
we  welcome  the  new  St.  Dunstaners  from 
Church  Stretton,  who,  I  think,  like  the 
briny  breezes  of  Blackpool. 

Christmas  will  soon  be  upon  us  and  we 
are  looking  forward  to  jolly  days. 

All  at  the  Blackpool  Home  would  like  to 
broadcast  Christmas  Greetings,  and  wish 
all  St.  Dunstaners  a  happy  1943. 

B.V.D. 


Melplash  Notes 

A  large  party  of  men  and  escorts  arrived 
at  Ncthcrbury  on  the  morning  of  November 
15th  to  attend  a  Remembrance  Day  Service, 
and  also  lay  their  wreath  on  the  Cenotaph. 

The  parade  was  also  attended  by  the 
Home   Guard  and  Civil  Defence  units. 

Colonel  H.  L.  Kitson,  O.C.  Home  Guard, 
and  Captain  L.  H.  Carter,  R.N.,  Civil 
Defence,  asked  "  Will  St.  Dunstan's  honour 
us  by  leading  the  parade  ?  " 

Our  men,  escorted  by  Orderly  Mitchell, 
Sister  E.  Ruttledge  and  the  girls,  were  ready. 
At  the  order  "  St.  Dunstan's,  by  the  left, 
quick  march  !  "  the  boys  of  the  old 
brigade  swung  into  step  to  march  to  the 
Cenotaph,  where  our  wreath  was  laid  by 
R.  Cowley  and  W.  Dee. 

Christmas  greetings  and  best  wishes  for 
the  New  Year  to  all  St.  Dunstaners  from 
Melplash.  F.M.M. 

Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Anniversary 

On  the  morning  of  December  9th  a 
deputation  of  St.  Dunstaners,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Askew,  visited  Hampstead  Cemetery, 
where  a  wreath  of  poppies  was  laid  on  Sir 
Arthur's  grave.  Messrs.  M.  Burran  and 
N.  Downs,  St.  Dunstaners,  and  Head 
Orderly  T.  Watson,  made  up  the  party. 

•  •        * 

On  December  13th  a  special  service  was 
held  at  the  Longmynd,  Church  Stretton, 
which  was  carried  out  by  four  St. 
Dunstaners.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Nugee, 
Chaplain  of  St.  Dunstan's,  took  the  service, 
C.  A.  Thomas  played  the  music  for  the 
hymns,  T.  Milligan  read  the  Lesson,  and 
the  Chairman  gave  a  brief  address  on 
the  life  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson. 

Every  seat  in  the  hut  which  we  use  for 
the  services  was  taken. 

Promotions 

Joan  Fallowfield,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  Fallowfield,  of  Southwick,  who 
joined  the  W.A.A.F.  at  the  age  of  17i,  has 
been  promoted  L.A.C.W. — and  gained  it 
before  she  was  18. 

•  "  •         • 

Joyce  Nash,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Nash,  of  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Corporal  in  the 
W.A.A.F.  *        *        * 

Cadet  N.  T.  Bell,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  M.  Bell,  of  Canvey  Island,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  2nd  Lieutenant, 
Royal  Artillery. 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Notes  and  News 

Our  masseur,  J.  Boyce,  of  Belfast,  has 
joined  the  Home  Guard  and  is  doing  first 
aid  and  stretcher  work. 

•  •        • 

We  have  heard  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  Frank  Maclean,  the  blind  New  Zealander, 
who  will  be  known  to  a  number  of  St. 
Dunstaners  who  trained  with  him  at  the 
N.I.B.  He  was  in  practice  at  West  Wickham 
with  his  wife. 

•  •        • 

A.  Sterno,  of  Bath,  will  shortly  celebrate 
a  25th  anniversary.  He  has  been  twenty- 
five  years  in  his  shop.  A  customer  told 
him  he  heard  two  men  talking  in  a  Salisbury 
train  one  day,  when  one  said,  "  Go  to 
Sterno,  of  Bath."  An  advertisement  for 
Sterno,  and  for  all  St.  Dunstan's  boot- 
repairers. 

•  •        • 

Sir  Ian  Fraser's  recent  duties  overseas 
included  a  mission  to  the  United  States  and 
Canadian  War  Departments.  While  engaged 
upon  these  duties  he  was  authorised  to  wear 
uniform  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Honorary  Lieut. -Colonel.  It  is  understood 
that,  in  accordance  with  custom,  he  will 
retain  the  formal  use  of  this  designation. 

•  •        • 

A  cry  from  the  heart  from  G.  M.  Riseley, 
of  Tasmania.  He  says  thousands  of  pears 
are  wasted  near  his  home,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  anxious  to  make  them  into  "  Perry," 
a  beverage  made  on  the  same  principle  as 
cider  from  apples.  Could  anyone,  St. 
Dunstaner  or  St.  Dunstaner's  wife,  supply 
a  recipe  ? 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  'Editor •',  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review." 
Dear  Sir, 

Re  the  Harry  Champion  broadcast.  It 
was  in  the  old  St.  Dunstan's  lounge,  in 
1916,  when  Chirgwin,  Marie  Lloyd,  and 
Harry  Champion  gave  a  concert  to  the 
"  boys."  St.  Dunstaner  Wise  was  the  man  ' 
I  believe  he  has  passed  on.  I  was  sititng 
outside  the  French  windows  making  a  string 
bag  with  three  silks,  red,  white,  and  blue. 
Harry  Champion  was  watching  me,  and 
when  I  took  out  my  watch  to  see  the  time 
he  started  to  sing  "  Any  old  Iron,"  after- 
wards remarking  "  I  am  handing  over  a  nice 
fat  cheque,  and  this  will  make  you  smile." 

Yours  sincerely, 
Sompting,  Sussex.  W.  H.  Collins. 


Killed  on  Active  Service 

With  deep  regret  we  have  heard  of  the 
death  of  Jim  McPherson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  McPherson,  of  Windsor,  who  was  killed 
as  a  result  of  his  plane  crash-landing  after 
a  raid  on  Italy.  He  was  seriously  hurt  and 
died  in  hospital  a  few  days  later. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Alan 
Hall,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Hall,  of 
Chilton,  Berks.,  who  is  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
is  reported  missing,  and  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abbott,  of  Willesden,  have  been  notified 
by  the  Admiralty-  that  their  son,  who  was 
serving  with  H.M.  Submarines,  has  been 
missing  since  September. 

Wounded 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  H.  Brown,  of 
Reading,  have  heard  that  their  youngest 
son,  Howard,  is  in  hospital  suffering  from 
injury  to  his  left  foot.  He  was  blown  up 
by  a  mine  in  Libya. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Bates,  Pte.  J.  (Oakengates),  Devonshire  Regt. 

Bates,  A.C.I,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Billington,  A.C.  Reginald,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Billington,  R.  G.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Bond,  C.  W.  (Bath),  Royal  Navy. 

Brazier,  Edward  T.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Brown,  Kathleen  (Exeter),  W.R.N.S. 

Brown,  Lce.-Cpl.  W.  T.  (Wellington),  10th  Army. 

Cobbell,  — .,  A.T.S. 

Collinge,  Pte.  G.,  Pay  Corps. 

Collins,  Pte.  Herbert  (Jarrow),  Pay  Corps. 

Dimond,  O.S.  Sydney,  Royal  Navy. 

Edwards,  Sig.  R.  D.  (Denbigh),  Royal  Artillery. 

Fearn,  A.C.I  J.  T.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Fishwick,  Pte.  W.,  Parachute  Battalion.. 

Fishwick,  Seaman  H.,  Royal  Navv. 

Gidney,  Sapper  T.,  T.B.R.E. 

Gobourn,  Pte.  P.  C.  C,  I.T.C. 

Hall,  V.A.D.  M.  (Chilton),  R.N.A.  Hospital. 

Harris,  I.  (Charlton  Kings),  Royal  Signals. 

Hill,  Lce.-Cpl.  J.  E.  (Gloucester),  Queen's  Own 

Hussars. 
Lath,  A.C.I  Samuel,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Lath,  Gunner  L.,  Royal  Artillery. 
Marshall,  Leading  Steward  (Southend),Royal  Navy 
O'Brien,  Driver  E.  (Skelmersdale),  R.A.S.C. 
Powell,  A.C.2  George  (Stretton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Selby,  Apprentice  Wm.  (Cardiff),  Merchant  Navy. 
Shepherd,  Trooper  (Intake),  R.A.C. 
Sim,  Leading  Seaman  W.  J.,  Royal  Navy. 
Skelly,  A.C.I  R.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Williams,  Cpl.  Betty  (Hampton),  W.A.A.F.  (M.T.) 
Williams,  Sergt.  H.  V.  (Hampton),  R.A.,  A. A. 
Wooldridge,  Nora,  A.T.S.  (Pay  Corps). 

Birth 

Squires. — To  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Squires,  of 
Ringwood,  on  November  28th,  a 
daughter. 
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Sir  Ian  Fraser's  Book 

We    reprint    from    the    Sunday    Times    a 

review  of  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  book,  which  was 

published  on  December  11th.     Mr.  Edward 

Shanks,  the  well-known  reviewer,  says  : 

"  When  I  picked  up  Sir  Ian  Fraser's 

book  I  could  not  help  the  reflection  that 

this  is  a  sadly  opportune  moment  for  its 

publication.     And,  of  course,  that  is  the 

reason    why    Sir    Ian    thought    this    an 

opportune  moment  for  writing  it. 

"  It  may  be  said  without  exaggeration 
that  among  the  many  great  services  Sir 
Ian  has  rendered  to  his  fellow  sufferers 
this  narrative  of  his  own  experiences  and 
observations  will  rank  very  high.  One 
of  the  first  books  he  had  read  to  him  after 
his  misfortune  was  the  life  of  Henry 
Fawcett,  the  blind  man  who  became 
Postmaster-General.  His  own  should 
provide  a  like  inspiration  for  all  those  who 
to-day  are  following  him  '  into  this  world 
of  the  blind.' 

"  There  are  two  sides  to  Sir  Ian's 
record.  One  is  a  cool,  clear,  and 
objective  statement  of  what  the  blind  can 
do  and  what  can  be  done  for  them.  The 
other  is  a  statement  (and  I  think  that  to 
this,  too,  the  same  epithets  apply)  of  what 
the  new  world  into  which  they  have 
entered  means  to  them.  Sir  Ian  tries 
with  extraordinary  acuteness  to  analyse 
the  difference  between  this  new  world  and 
the'  old.  How  much  do  the  blind 
visually  remember  ?  Are  they,  and,  if 
so,  why,  more  subject  to  sleeplessness 
than  other  people  ? 

"  '  I  think  the  act  of  getting  into  bed, 
turning  out  the  light,  closing  down  a 
curtain  upon  the  outside  world,  as  it 
were,  suggests  sleep  to  the  ordinary 
seeing  person,  and  that  this  very  powerful 
suggestion  or  association  of  ideas  is  a 
potent  factor  in  the  first  and  all-important 
business  of  getting  off  to  sleep.  With  me 
this  switching-off  process  is  absent.  But 
there  are  other  reasons  for  sleeplessness 
too,  though  they  are  not  exclusive  to  the 
blind.  Lack  of  exercise  is  often  the  cause 
of  sleeplessness,  and  blind  people,  on  the 
whole,  take  less  exercise  than  others.' 

"  The  dry  but  moving  precision  of  that 
is  repeated  when  Sir  Ian  tells  us  how  he 
found  it  possible  to  ride,  and  when  he 
offers   some  useful  observations  on  the 


best   ways   by   which   blind   people   can 
play  cards. 

"  This  book  is  one  which  is  hard  for  a 
seeing  person  to  review.  I  have  tried  to 
imitate  the  author's  own  cheerful  detach- 
ment. That  would  have  been  much 
harder  did  I  not  feel  that  the  spirit  in 
which  he  writes  throughout  is  not  only 
genuine,  but  also  must  make  itself  felt 
as  such  by  all  who  read  him — or  have 
him  read  to  them." 

The  book  is  produced  in  an  attractive, 
dark  blue  binding,  and  there  is  a  frontispiece 
photogravure  portrait  of  the  author.  On 
the  back  of  the  dust  jacket  are  the  words, 
quoted  from  the  book  : 

"  .  .  .  .  Now  I  look  back  over  twenty- 
five  years  of  blindness  and  find  myself 
writing  a  book,  and  I  begin  to  wonder  why  ? 

"  I  want  to  write  a  book  for  the  same 
reason  as  prompted  me,  when  I  was  a  child, 
to  want  to  ride  a  horse  ;  or  later  on,  when 
I  was  a  boy,  to  want  to  drive  a  motor  car ; 
or  later  still,  to  want  to  fire  a  revolver  or 
climb  a  mountain.  It  is,  I  think,  the  urge 
to  do  something  which  you  haven't  done 
before,  and  which  you  hope  you  may  prove 
to  yourself  and  to  others  that  you  are  able 
to  do.  In  the  ordinary  way  I  do  not  suppose 
I  should  have  attempted  to  write  this  book 
until  I  was  sixty-five  or  older,  and  had 
retired  from  public  affairs.  I  am  moved  to 
write  it  now,  when  I  am  only  forty-five, 
because  the  outbreak  of  this  war  is  already 
bringing  some  scores  of  young  men,  and 
women,  too,  into  this  world  of  the  blind  in 
which  I  have  lived  so  long.  Their  journey 
into  the  valley  of  shadows,  their  quiet, 
patient  courage,  their  adaptability  and  their 
resurrection- — for  it  is  nothing  less— into 
the  world  of  men  and  women  moves  me 
strongly,  reminds  me  of  my  own  experience, 
and  makes  me  want  to  set  it  down,  partly, 
I  think,  to  ease  my  own  mind  and  partly 
because  I  hope  it  will  be  helpful  to  them." 

St.  Dunstan's  Committee  has  decided  to 
present  a  copy  of  this  book  to  every  St. 
Dunstaner.  This  will  involve  the  printing 
of  a  special  edition  and,  due  to  war  con- 
ditions, there  will  accordingly  be  some  delay 
before  the  copies  are  ready.  The  publishers 
have  kindly  undertaken  to  produce  this 
edition  at  cost  price,  and  the  author  has 
given  up  all  royalties  and  commissions  on 
these  copies. 
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Private  Robert  H.  Atkinson 
{Royal  Engineers) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  H.  Atkinson,  of  Alderholt,  Dorset. 

When  he  first  became  a  St.  Dunstaner,  his  health  was  not  very  good,  and  for  this  reason  he 
did  not  take  up  any  training,  but  he  was  very  interested  in  poultry,  a  few  of  which  he  kept  for 
household  use. 

His  death  on,  November  13th  came  as  a  shock  to  us  all.  He  collapsed  whilst  out  walking, 
with  his  wife. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers  at 
the  funeral. 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife,  her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  with  whom  she  will  in 
future  be  living. 

Gunner  Percy  Brelsford 
(Canadian  Field  Artillery) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  P.  Brelsford,  of  Bournemouth. 

He  was  wounded  in  France  in  1917  and  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  trained  in  mat-making,  but  he 
gave  up  this  occupation  in  favour  of  poultry-keeping  and  gardening,  at  which  he  employed 
himself  until  1933.  Since  then  he  has  followed  his'  hobbies  of  fishing  and  draughts,  taking 
part  in  many  competitions. 

Brelsford  went  to  Blackpool  at  the  end  of  September  for,a  holiday  and  it  was  a  surprise  to 
us  all  to  hear  the  sad  news  that  he  had  passed  away. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Blackpool,  and  the  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  George 
Chadwick.  Many  beautiful  wreaths  were  sent  and  members  of  the  staff  at  the  Blackpool  Home 
attended  the  service. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  her  sons — two  of  whom  are  serving  with 
His  Majesty's  Forces — in  their  bereavement. 

Private  James  Horridge 
(Labour  Corps) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  Horridge,  of  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Enlisting  in  the  first  year  of  the  Great  War  he  was  discharged  in  1919,  but  he  did  not  come 
under  St.  Dunstan's  care  with  impaired  sight,  as  a  result  of  service,  until  1925. 

He  at  first  carried  on  a  little  music  shop  but  of  late  years,  because  of  head  trouble,  had  only 
been  able  to  do  light  basket  work,  finally  having  to  give  this  up  on  account  of  ill-health.  He 
had  been  a  sick  man  for  a  long  time  and  he  died  at  his  home  on  October  23rd. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades,  and  we  extend  our 
deepest  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  daughter. 

Corporal  Percy  Lowe 

(North  and  South  Lancashire  Regiments) 
We  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death  of  P.  Lowe,  of  Adlington,  Lanes.,  which  occurred  at  our 
hospital,  Tiger  Hall,  Church  Stretton,  on  November  15th. 

Enlisting  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  served  first  with  the  4th  North  Lancashire  Regiment,  but 
was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  South  Lancashire  Regt.  He  served  in  France  from  January, 
1916,  to  June,  1918,  gaining  the  Military  Medal  and  the  Croix  de  Guerre.  Fie  was  slightly 
wounded  at  one  time,  and  later  was  very  badly  gassed,  which  resulted  eventually  in  the  loss  of 
his  sight.  He  carried  on  at  his  work,  however,  for  some  time,  and  did  not  come  under  St. 
Dunstan's  care  until  1939,  although  we  had  been  in  contact  with  him  for  some  years  before  this. 
He  made  a  very  valiant  attempt  to  carry  on  as  long  as  possible. 

A  comparatively  short  time  ago  he  went  to  Church  Stretton  to  take  up  training  there,  but 
was  taken  ill  and  admitted  to  Tiger  Hall,  where  he  died.  He  was  liked  by  everyone  and  will 
be  much  missed  at  Church  Stretton,  where  a  Memorial  Service  was  held,  although  the  body 
was  taken  home  for  burial. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  qomrades.  We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  his  wife  and  son,   Kenneth. 

C.Q.M.S.  Leslie  Edward  Turner 
(7th  Gloucestershire  Regiment) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  L.  E.  Turner,  of  Burnham-on-Crouch. 

Enlisting  in  1914,  he  served  overseas  and  was  severely  wounded  in  Mesopotamia  in  1917. 
lie  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  and,  after  his  transfer  to  After  Care,  took  up  a  post  as  masseur  in  the 
Downham  Market  Auxiliary  Hospital.     He  gave  this  up  in  1921  to  take  over  a  small  business. 

We  did  not  hear  from  him  for  over  twenty  years,  but  when  he  did  get  in  touch  with  us  again 
his  health  was  far  from  good,     lie  died  on  November  4th. 

His  funeral  took  place  at  Bufnham-on-^Crouch,  and  among  the  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir 
ian  Fraser  and  his  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Blinded  Prisoners  of  War 

I  HAVE  described  in  these  notes  the  St.  Dunstan's  unit  in  Germany,  where  there  are 
about  thirty  British  prisoners  of  war  who  have  been  blinded.  Some  of  these  men  have 
now  been  prisoners  since  the  early  months  of  the  war,  and  we  must  all  regret  that  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  has  not  yet  been  found  possible.  I  keep  closely  in  touch  with  this 
position,  and  am  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  himself  that  everything 
is  being  done  that  can  be  done  to  promote  an  exchange. 

Meantime  we  are  doing  all  we  can  to  make  the  lives  of  the  British  prisoners  as  tolerable 
as  possible,  and  to  enable  them  to  pass  the  time  by  useful  lessons,  which  will  help  them 
in  the  future.  By  now  the  majority  of  the  old  hands  are  good  typists  and  braillists,  and 
we  have  sent  them  some  carpentry  and  boot-repairing  tools  so  that  they  may  learn  to  be  handy 
and  enjoy  making  useful  things  for  the  camp,  or  mending  their  own  boots  and  shoes.  In 
some  cases  special  courses  of  reading  have  been  arranged,  for  we  have  studied  the  history, 
inclination  and  aptitude  of  each  individual. 

This  little  enterprise  is  a  very  good  example  of  the  best  kind  of  co-operation. 
St.  Dunstan's  provides  the  inspiration  and  guidance  and  pays  the  cost,  the  Red  Cross  and 
St.  John  War  Organisation,  through  Mr.  H.  G.  M.  Strutt,  of  the  Braille  Comforts  Service, 
conducts  the  correspondence,  despatches  the  goods,  sends  parcels  of  comforts,  and  puts 
into  braille  the  letters  of  next  of  kin,  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  occasionally  gets  a  neutral  visitor  to 
go  and  see  the  camp.  In  Germany  itself,  two  British  officer  prisoners  of  war  are  of  the 
greatest  help  to  our  men.  Lt.  Lord  Normanby,  who  has  become  an  Honorary  Member 
of  St.  Dunstan's  staff,  is  in  charge  of  the  blind  section  of  the  camp,  and  Major  Charters, 
pre-war  a  well-known  Liverpool  eye  specialist,  gives  the  men  skilled  medical  and  surgical 
attention.  The  men  think  of  themselves  and  call  themselves  St.  Dunstaners.  Each  has 
a  Stv  Dunstan's  badge  and  a  braille  watch,  and  there  are  typewriters  and  braille  machines 
and  a  very  substantial  braille  library,  all  of  which  have  been  sent  out  by  us  through  the 
Red  Cross. 

This  is  a  fine  piece  of  work,  which  Britain  can  be  proud  of,  and  it  will  be  a  special 
pleasure  to  St.  Dunstaners  at  home  and  in  the  Dominions  to  know  that  their  comrades 
in  the  enemy's  hands  are  being  so  well  cared  for  under  the  circumstances. 

Although  this  community  has  grown  up  in  isolation,  and  although  its  only  contact 
with  the  real  St.  Dunstan's  is  by  correspondence,  it  is  very  gratifving  to  notice  from  the 
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men's  letters  that  they  have  absorbed  much  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  spirit  and  are  proud  to  be 
members  of  our  organisation.  Without  exception  they  write  courageous  and  hopeful  letters, 
and  say  they  look  forward  to  coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  itself  in  due  time.  Members  of  the 
staff  at  Church  Stretton  have  organised  the  writing  of  regular  letters  to  the  prisoners  of 
war,  telling  them  all  the  St.  Dunstan's  news,  and  although  these  letters  are  necessarily 
rationed  in  number,  they  form  a  most  valuable  unofficial  bridge,  carrying  goodwill  and 
knowledge  and  sub-conscious  instruction  to  our  fellows  in  Germany. 

Here  are  one  or  two  extracts  from  recent  letters  received  from  the  prisoners  : — 

"I  was  interested  to  hear  that  the  boys  at  St.  Dunstan's  are  keen  on  hiking  and 
swimming ;  we  also  go  for  a  walk  every  day,  and  during  the  summer  we  had  some 
swimming  in  a  lake  near  here.     I  am  still  practising  on  the  accordion." 

"  We  have  a  very  nice  braille  room  here ;  it  is  quiet  and  we  find  we  can  work  much 
better  away  from  the  noise  of  the  camp.  Last  Sunday  night  we  had  a  debate  on 
*  Should  Women  use  Cosmetics  ? *  it  was  very  interesting  and  we  hope  to  have  one 
each  month." 

"  This  is  a  very  nice  spot  for  walks,  which  we  have  every  day  for  at  least  two  hours, 
and  the  air  is  quite  good  here,  too.  Besides  our  usual  daily  lessons  on  the  typewriter 
and  the  braille  lessons,  we  have  evening  entertainments,  consisting  of  plays,  concerts, 
spelling  '  B's,'  and  almost  something  every  evening." 

"  I  am  learning  the  typing ;  I  also  have  learnt  netting,  etc.,  and  I  also  have  a  book  now 
for  poultry-keeping  on  small  lines,  as  it  is  the  nearest  thing  to  my  civil  occupation." 

Just  before  Christmas  I  received  a  post-card  from  Private  B.  E.  W.  Bright,  of  the  Royal 
Warwickshire  Regiment.     The  card  was  dated  November  16th.     It  said  : 

"  I  have  been  asked  by  the  St.  Dunstaners  here  to  send  this  card  to  you,  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Staff,  and  all  our  fellow  St.  Dunstaners  ;  wishing  you  all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  We  would  also  be  very  pleased  if  you  would  pass  these  greet- 
ings on  to  Mr.  Strutt  and  his  assistants. 
"  We  are  all  progressing  favourably  with  our  work,  but  we  are  hoping  that  it  will  not 
be  long  before  we  can  begin  our  work  side  by  side  with  our  fellow  St.  Dunstaners" 
at  Church  Stretton. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Bertram  Bright." 

I  also  received  a  message  from  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  Switzerland,  saying  that  a  Camp  Visitor 
had  recently  seen  the  St.  Dunstan's  Group  in  Germany,  and  he  was  asked  to  send  a  request 
to  me  that  all  the  next  of  kin  in  this  country  should  receive  a  message  of  Christmas  greetings 
from  the  blinded  men.     This,  of  course,  was  done. 

Disabled  Soldier  Honoured 

Major  J.  B.  Brunei  Cohen,  who  has  been  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  British  Legion 
since  its  foundation  over  twenty-one  years  ago,  received  a  Knighthood  in  the  New  Year's 
Honours  List.  Major  Cohen  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  best-known  figures  in  the 
ex-Service  world.  He  lost  both  his  legs  in  the  last  war,  and  is  often  to  be  seen  about  the 
streets  of  London,  or  on  Legion  parades,  in  his  very  mobile  electric  chair.  Major  Cohen 
has  been  a  Member  of  the  Council  of  St.  Dunstan's  for  many  years,  and  a  few  months  ago 
visited  Church  Stretton,  where  he  was  heartily  welcomed,  and  his  address  on  the  ideals 
and  objects  of  the  British  Legion  was  widely  appreciated. 

As  old  soldiers  and  as  St.  Dunstaners,  we  offer  Major  Cohen  our  sincere  congratulations. 

Save  Talking  Book  Records 

I  learn  that  the  Talking  Book  continues  to  give  pleasure  to.  a  great  many,  though  there 
is  a  waiting  list  for  the  more  popular  books.  I  am  afraid  this  cannot  be  helped,  as  our 
production  in  war-time  is  necessarily  limited  and  subject  to  many  difficulties. 

We  can  all  help  to  provide  more  reading  matter  in  the  Talking  Book  Library  by  taking 
care  of  the  records,  for  the  less  they  wear  out  the  greater  the  number  of  readers  who  can 
enjoy  them.  If  a  record  is  really  taken  care  of  it  can  be  used  for  as  many  as  a  hundred 
times  ;  if  it  is  handled  carelessly  it  may  be  useless  after  the  first  reading. 
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To  aid  listeners  to  give  us  their  co-operation  in  this  matter  we  have  begun  to  record 
a  message  at  the  end  of  each  book,  when  there  happens  to  be  a  little  space  to  spare  on  the 
record.  Since  it  will  take  some  time  for  this  message  to  get  round,  I  think  it  worth  while 
printing  it  here.     The  message  says  : — 

"  Now  to  help  us  : 

1.  Please  pack  the  records  in  the  right  container  in  the  right  order. 

2.  See  that  every  record  has  its  paper  cover  on  it. 

3.  If  any  record  is  seriously  damaged  or  broken,  please  put  it  on  the  top  of  the 
container,  with  a  little  note  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Library  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  something  wrong  with  it. 

4.  Please  put  your  needle  down  and  take  it  up  very  carefully  and  always  use 
a  fresh  needle  for  each  side  of  a  record. 

5.  Never  use  other  needles,  but  only  those  supplied  by  the  Library. 

6.  If  you  have  a  lot  of  Library  needles  please  do  not  use  them  for  ordinary 
gramphone  records,  but  return  them  in  the  container. 

If  you  will  very  kindly  carry  out  this  advice  you  will  save  records  from  wearing 
too  quickly  and  will  be  helping  the  staff." 

Alarm  for  Basket-Makers 

Many  basket-makers  must  have  heard,  as  I  did,  on  the  wireless  the  Government 
announcement  that  the  making  of  certain  types  of  baskets  would  be  forbidden  in  future. 
This  must  have  caused  alarm  to  some  St.  Dunstaners.  St.  Dunstan's,  however,  was  very 
quick  to  take  this  matter  up,  for  Mr.  Bennett  immediately  got  in  touch  with  the  authorities 
concerned  and,  accompanied  by  Mr.  White,  went  to  the  Ministry  to  put  the  point  of  view 
of  our  workers.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  operation  of  the  order,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
has  been  delayed  for  two  or  three  months  to  give  time  for  discussion.  We  will  do  the 
best  we  can  to  secure  that  an  exception  is  made  in  our  case,  or  that  alternative  work,  suitable 
for  our  men,  is  made  available.  IAN  FRASER. 


Notes  and  News 

W.  A.  Muggeridge,  of  Great  Bookham, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Pensions  to  serve  upon  the  Local  War 
Pensions  Committee  for  the  Leatherhead 
area.  For  several  years  he  has  done 
splendid  work  in  connection  with  the 
Citizens'  Advice  Bureau  at  Leatherhead. 
During  the  past  four  months  over  1,400  en- 
quiries have  been  dealt  with,  including  Ser- 
vice and  dependants'  cases.  Muggeridge's 
practical  knowledge  and  experience  of  these 
matters  should  stand  him  in  good  stead  in 
his  new  appointment.     We  wish  him  the 

best  of  luck. 

•  *        * 

T.  Burridge,  of  Maidenhead,  sold  about 
£40  worth  of  wool  rugs  for  St.  Dunstan's 
during  1942. 

•  •        • 
R.  ("  Sambo  ")  Inskipp,  of  Stanford-le- 

Hope,  continues  to  take  a  prominent  part 
in  Salvation  Army  activities.  He  frequently 
conducts  their  services,  memorising  the 
various    items. 

•  •        • 
G.  Matthews,  of  Staffordshire,  works  in 

a  West  Midland  aircraft  factory,  and  the 


Wolverhampton  Express  and  Star  gave  him 
a  fine  write-up  recently.  Matthews,  who 
is  on  de-burring,  works  six  days  a  week, 
doing  his  share  of  night  work,  and  travels 
seven  miles  to  his  job.  To  get  there  in 
time  he  is  up  in  the  wee  small  hours.  A 
letter  we  had  from  him  was  written  at 
5.30  a.m.! 

His  appointment  was  an  experiment  with 
this  particular  firm,  and  an  official  said  : 
"  If  other  blind  people  can  be  trained  to  be 
as  good  as  Matthews  the  firm  will  be 
delighted." 

*  •        • 

A.  Hayes,  of  Nottingham,  goes  on  fire- 
watching  duty  with  a  very  deaf  friend. 
The  Chief  Warden  says  that  they  are  the 
best  couple  he  has  had.  Hayes  says  that 
he  tells  his  friend  when  he  hears  anything, 
and  his  friend  tells  him  when  he  sees 
anything  ! 

•  •        • 

F.  W.  Boorman,  of  Ropley,  has  made 
good  use  of  his  knitting  frame.  He  made 
scarves  for  the  Forces  all  the  year  round, 
and  received  tokens  of  gratitude  from  the 
King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps  and  the  Rifle 
Brigade  for  his  great  help, 
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The  Tigers  At  Home 

Christmas  at  the  Hospital 

by  R.  D.  Wall 
Pilot  Officer  R.  D.  Wall  was  blinded  in  action 
as   a   rear-gunner.     He  has   been  a  patient  at   St. 
Dunstan's  Hospital  for  some  time  and  is  recovering 
a  substantial  degree  of  sight. 

Far  away  from  the  noises  of  war,  in  the 
peaceful  valley  which  hides  the  nestling 
Tiger  Hall  from  the  outside  world,  Christ- 
mas was  celebrated  in  seasonable  fashion, 
and  though  the  wooded  slopes  were  bare 
of  crisp  white  snow,  the  festivities  were, 
in  the  literary  sense  of  the  word— white. 

Patients,  and  guests,  and  staff  alike,  had  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  time,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  day  everyone  was  loud  in  praise  of  the 
manner  in  which  Christmas  came  to  Tiger. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  spend  my 
fourth  Christmas  of  the  war  with  St. 
Dunstan's,  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never 
forget  the  untiring  efforts  made  by  the 
Matron  and  her  Staff  to  ensure  that 
Christmas,  1942,  was  a  really  happy  one 
for  the  patients. 

True,  there  were  few  patients  present — 
nine,  including  myself — but  the  party  was 
made  up  by  the  attendance  of  St.  Dunstaners 
and  friends,  and  throughout  the  day  and 
evening,  happy  laughter  and  voices  typified 
the  spirit  that  prevailed. 

One  pleasing  feature  was  the  "  parking  " 
in  a  bed  in  the  main  ward  of  Violet  (Mrs. 
Formstone),  who  was  a  bed-patient.  She 
was  a  happy  little  soul  all  day,  and  quietly 
whispered  in  my  ear  :  "  How  thoughtful  of 
them  to  bring  me  up  for  the  party.  And, 
look  !  instead  of  medicine  I've  got  this  !  " 
This  was  a  glass  of  "  tonic." 

Just  to  make  Violet  happy,  and  to  watch 
her  smiling  face,  and  to  stand  aside  as  the 
boys,  one  by  one,  came  to  her  bedside  for 
a  chat,  made  my  Christmas  complete.  What 
grit !  What  courage  !  I  thought,  and 
I'm  sure  all  our  sighted  guests  felt  the  same. 

Another  pleasing  sidelight  was  the  visit 
for  tea  of  four  American  fliers,  new-found 
friends  of  Tom,  the  first  United  States 
Serviceman  to  come  to  St.  Dunstan's.  Tom 
was  really  thrilled,  and  so  were  we  to  have 
his  pals. 

One  said  to  me  :  "  Gee,  pal,  but  you  folks 
over  here  are  all  right.  We  Americans 
didn't  know  the  half  of  it.  Look  at  Tom 
there,  and  look  at  the  other  boys,  all  happy 
and  contented.  The  folk  here  at  St, 
Dunstan's  certainly  are  grand." 


There,  then,  is  an  unbiased  opinion  of 
St.  Dunstan's  which,  to  me,  came  as  a 
simple,  glorious  Christmas  message  from 
an  ally. 

This  young  American  insisted  on  carrying 
Violet  back  to  her  downstairs  ward,  saying, 
"  That's  the  least  I  can  do — to-day  !  " 

I've  mentioned  that  little  episode  just  to 
prove  the  spirit  which  prevails  in  Tiger 
Hall,  and  which  was  pre-eminent  over 
Christmas. 

Now,  as  to  the  actual  festivities.  Matron 
Postlethwaite  certainly  started  the  day  off 
with  a  good,  old-fashioned  gesture.  Every- 
one found  a  Christmas  stocking  on  the  bed 
when  early  morning  tea  arrived,  and  while 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  sergeant- 
major  tactics  to  get  some  of  the  lads  to 
"  show  a  leg,"  the  gay  laughter  and  spon- 
taneous wit  augured  well  for  a  jolly  day. 

After  the  Padre's  early  celebration  of  the 
Holy  Communion  (later,  a  short  Church 
Service),  breakfast  of  cold  ham,  etc.,  was 
had,  and  then  the  remainder  of  the  morning 
was  given  over  to  yarn-swapping,  music 
and  laughter  until  dinner-time. 

I've  never  seen  so  many  "  Oliver  Twists  " 
before  !  Where  all  that  good  food  went  to 
I  don't  know,  but,  as  Mr.  Davenport  didn't 
seem  to  worry,  why  should  I  ? 

Mary,  the  cook,  found  the  right  route 
to  the  hearts  of  all — via  their  waist-lines. 

Her  preparation  of  turkey,  roast  potatoes 
and  brussels  sprouts,  followed  by  Christmas 
pudding  (threepenny  pieces  and  all !)  and 
liquid  refreshment,  was  superb.  And  at 
tea-time  those  who  could  still  eat  had  mince 
pies,  Christmas  cake,  etc.  Supper  consisted 
of  poached  eggs  and  more  mince  pies,  and 
afterwards — more  tonic  (not  strictly  of  the 
medicinal  variety). 

The  day  was  rounded  off  by  an  E.N.S.A. 
show  in  the  Hut,  and  when  our  guests 
departed  and  the  patients  crawled  into  bed, 
it  was  evident  from  their  beaming  counten- 
ances that  all  had  thoroughly  enjoyed 
Christmas  at  Tiger  Hall. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  mention 
how  grateful  all  are  to  the  Matron  and  her 
staff  for  everything  (including  the  tree  and 
the  decorations  and  mistletoe  !),  and  also 
extend  warm  thanks  to  all  others  who  helped 
the  Tigers  at  Christmas. 

I  may  add  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  and  educational  Christmastides 
I  have  ever  spent, 
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Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie 

The  London  Times  of  January  19th 
carried  the  following  paragraph  : — 

Major  Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie,  who  arrived 
in  India  some  months  ago  to  organize  the 
St.  Dunstan's  system  for  blinded  Indian 
soldiers,  has  been  asked  by  the  Government 
of  India  to  prepare  also  post-war  plans  for 
welfare  woik  among  the  1,000,000  civilian 
blind  persons.  Major  Mackenzie,  who  is  a 
New  Zealander,  himself  lost  his  sight  in 
Gallipoli  during  the  last  war. 

This  official  paragraph  announces  an 
arrangement  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
cabled  discussions  between  the  Government 
of  India  and  our  Chairman  for  some  weeks 
past  Sir  Ian  Fraser  has  gladly  agreed 
that  half  of  Major  Mackenzie's  time  should 
be  taken  over  by  the  Indian  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  the  review  of  the  welfare 
of  the  Indian  blind  world  as  a  whole,  while 
the  other  half  of  his  time  will  be  devoted 
to  studying  the  needs  of  European  and 
Indian  blinded  soldiers. 

In  the  first  instance,  Major  Mackenzie 
went  to  India  for  St,  Dunstan's,  on  the 
request  of  the  British  Army  authorities  and 
the  Indian  Government  to  study  what 
should  be  done  for  blinded  soldiers  and, 
if  necessary,  to  set  up  homes  for  training 
them. 

We  offer  our  congratulations  to  yet 
another  St.  Dunstaner  who  takes  the 
message  of  St.  Dunstan's  to  a  new  and 
vast  part  of  the  Empire. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Boon,  Driver  F.  P.,  R.A.S.C. 

Butler,  Julia  (Waterford),  A.T.S. 

Fairfield,  Pilot  Officer  Charles  (Toronto),  R.C.A.F. 

Forrester,  Signaller  Lundie,  Royal  Navy. 

Fowler,  Pte.  F.  (York),  P.C. 

Gobourn,  Pte.  P.  C.  C,  Highland  Regiment.  - 

FIarris,  Ian  (Charlton  Kings),  Royal  Signals. 

Hurrell,  A.  V.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Jones,  Driver  J.  E.  (Flint),  R.A.O.C. 

Lea,  Gunner  H.  (Hulland  Ward),  Royal  Artillery. 

Marsden,  Stoker  E.  S.  (Salford),  Royal  Navy. 

Meckin,  Eleanor,  W.A.A.F. 

Meckin,  Driver  H.,  Royal  Artillery. 

Meckin,  Robert,  Royal  Navy. 

Mills,  E.  J.  (Bloxwich),  Fleet  Air  Arm. 

Mitchell,  L.A.C.W.   Mima   (Leith),  W.A.A.F. 

Mitchell,  A.C.W.2  Marion  (Leith),  W.A.A.F. 

Shurrock,  Gunner  F.,  Royal  Artillery. 

Smith,  A.C.W.2  Phyllis  (Leicester),  W.A.A.F. 

Stew,  A.C.2  Ronald,  R.A.F. 

Trendell,  Trooper  I.  A.,  R.A.C. 

Tuxford,  T.  H.,  Fleet  Air  Arm, 


Blackpool  Notes 

Christmas  at  the  Blackpool  Home  was 
a  bright  and  cheery  affair. 

Our  first  invitation  was  to  hear  the  tiny 
mites  at  Roseacre  Infants'  School  sing 
carols.  On  Christmas  Eve  we  "  bought  " 
a  tram  car,  and  travelled  to  the  Grand 
Theatre  in  grand  style  to  see  the  spy  play, 
"  The  Watch  on  the  Rhine."  Our  return 
journey  was  also  made  in  peace  and  comfort . 
We  were  all  very  grateful  to  the  transport 
people  of  Blackpool  for  this  consideration. 

On  Christmas  Day,  Father  Christmas 
arrived,  but  this  time  he  was  accompanied 
by  Mother  Christmas.  Everybody  in  the 
house  received  a  large  envelope  containing 
useful  gifts.  At  1  o'clock  a  large  party  sat 
down  for  dinner — a  real  pre-war  feast. 
After  dinner  we  were  all  invited  into  a 
Sergeants'  Mess,  where  the  company  was 
as  mixed  as  the  drinks,  but  we  managed  to 
call  for  silence  to  hear  the  King's  Speech. 
After  many  good  wishes  had  been  exchanged 
between  the  old  and  the  new  Forces,  we 
returned  to  our  own  fireside  to  prepare  for 
our  own  jolly  party  in  the  evening,  when 
games  and  dances  went  on  until  nearly 
midnight.  We  danced  gaily  on  Boxing 
Night,  and  on  Sunday  several  of  the  lucky 
ones  went  to  the  Contact  Show.  We  had 
the  Domino  Tournament  in  the  evening. 
On  Monday  a  large  party  went  to  the 
Palace  Theatre,  and  on  Tuesday  the  dancers 
danced  gaily  and  the  non-dancers  went  to 
the  Jubilee  Theatre  to  see  "The  Bird  in 
Hand." 

The  New  Year  of  1943  was  greeted  by 
a  very  gay  party.  Before  midnight  everybody  ' 
went  out  through  the  back  door.  Joe 
Walch  and  his  charming  little  wife  let  in  the 
New  Year,  and  led  the  happy  party  back 
to  the  Lounge.  Johnny  Dale,  of  Church 
Stretton,  representing  the  youthful  1943, 
stood  with  Matron  to  welcome  everybody. 
It  was  a  cheery  start  for  the  New  Year. 

All  the  festivities  and  good  things  of  the 
Christmas  Season  were  made  possible  by 
the  generous  gifts  of  many  good  friends, 
including  a  nice  cheque  from  George 
Formby  and  Beryl,  who  paid  us  a  visit  on 
Christmas  Eve,  and  had  lots  of  cheery 
things  to  say  to  the  boys.  John  McAvoy 
received  the  cheque,  and  had  much  to  say 
to  George,  as  they  had  both  been  employed 
in  the  same  racing  stable  in  Ireland. 

B?V,DS 
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Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Tiditor,  "  St.  Duns  tan's  Review  " 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Rhino,  M.P. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  extremely  pleased  to 
see  the  report  in  the  Review  that  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  had  again  approached  the  Minister 
of  Pensions  re  an  increase  in  disability- 
pensions.  The  Minister  certainly  has  the 
skin  of  a  "  Rhino."  I  do  wish  Sir  Ian 
would  ask  him  for  me  how  he  would  feel 
if  he  were  blinded  by  war  service  and  forced 
to  exist  on  the  present  rate  of  pensions. 
I  think  he  would  soon  alter  his  tune  about 
cost  of  living  not  increased.  The  present 
rates  are  a  disgrace  to  him  and  the  country. 
I  am  glad  that  the  Press  is  also  taking  it  up — 
there  were  three  letters  in  the  Daily  Sketch 
within  the  last  ten  days. 

Please  do  ask  Sir  Ian  to  keep  at  the 
Minister  every  time  he  can  get  near  him. 
I  think  if  I  had  the  chance  to  get  near  him 
I  should  lose  my  temper.  If,  as  he  says, 
the  cost  of  living  has  not  gone  up,  then 
why  has  it  been  necessary  to  raise  all 
civilian  wages  ?  Best  of  luck  to  Sir  Ian 
for  the  cause. 

Yours  sincerely,  G.  W.  Wardle. 

The  Army  Welfare  Service 

We  believe  Captain  R.  W.  Slatter  is  the 
first  St.  Dunstaner  in  this  country  to  have 
been  appointed  to  an  official  post  in  the 
Army  Welfare  Service.  We  have  asked 
him  to  explain  the  work  he  does,  and  have 
pleasure  in  printing  his  article  below. 
•        *        * 

The  Army  Welfare  Department  was 
formed  under  the  Director  General  of 
Welfare  and  Education,  War  Office,  in 
November,  1939,  and  Army  Welfare  Officers 
so  far  as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned 
serve  in  an  honorary  capacity.  There  is  an 
Army  Welfare  Officer  attached  to  each 
Command,  and  subordinate  to  him  are 
County  Army  Welfare  Officers,  under 
whom  serve  Sub-County  Welfare  Officers 
and  Local  Army  (Welfare  Officers,  each 
being  responsible  for  an  area  within  the 
county  or  city. 

The  main  object  of  Army  Welfare  work 
is  to  assist  the  Regimental  Officer  to  relieve 
the  men  of  their  problems  and  thus  making 
them  as  happy  and  contented  as  possible. 
To  this  end  the  Army  Welfare  Officer  deals 
with  all  types  of  problems,  assists  in  the 
provision  of  sports  equipment,  organises 
hospitality,  collects  and  distributes  books, 


helps  with  men's  private  and  domestic 
problems,  etc. 

An  Army  Welfare  Officer  is  in  a  position 
to  wear  uniform  or  mufti,  as  the  occasion 
demands.  Already  the  men  talk  quite 
freely  to  me.  Moreover,  I  am  welcomed  as 
one  who  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  experienced 
the  inevitable  difficulties  and  problems  in 
their  varying  degrees  which  occur  To 
members  of  the  Forces,  but  which  can 
nearly  always  be  successfully  overcome. 

What  shall  we  do  during  the  long  winter 
evenings  has  been  the  question  asked  at 
most  sites.  By  now,  however,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Army  Welfare  has  made  certain 
that  every  unit  has  darts,  cards,  books,  and 
gramophone  records,  too,  if  they  have  a 
giamophone.  In  addition,  for  the  sites  to 
which  an  ordinaty  cinema  is  inaccessible, 
we  in  this  area  are  fortunate  in  possessing  a 
mobile  cinema,  which  does  much  to  cheer 
the  men. 

Apart  from  the  British  troops  we  are  in 
touch  with  the  U.S.  Forces ;  in  fact,  my 
second  visit  to  one  such  unit  was  so 
welcomed  that  the  hospitality  tables  were 
turned,  and  I  was  entertained  royally  for 
six  or  seven  hours.  Indeed,  we  are  no  less 
interested  in  all  our  brave  Allies  who  are 
fighting  this  war  for  the  same  cause. 

Whilst  I  visit  the  Forces  in  my  area  I 
realise  the  great  value  of  Army  Welfare 
work,  and  am  pleased  to  have  the  honour  of 
continuing  to  assist  in  the  national  effort. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Wren  Rosemary  Curtis- Willson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Curtis- Willson,  of 
Brighton,  who  has  been  stationed  at 
Alexandria  for  the  past  year,  broadcast  a 
special  message  to  her  father  from  there  on 
December  18th,  "at  the  special  request  of 
the  little  ships  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet." 

Marriages 

Herbert  Chapman,  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  Chapman,  of  Scaldwell,  to 
Miss  Olive  Robinson,  July  25th. 

Joan  Sparkes,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
P.  J.  Sparkes,  of  Grimsby,  to  Mr.  Jack 
Vessey,  on  September  19th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Nolan's  youngest  son, 
Henry,  to  Miss  Matgot  Ancill,  August  1st. 

Rose  Alexander,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Alexander,  of  Bournemouth, 
to  Corporal  Edward  R.  Payne,  R.A.F., 
September  26th, 
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Christmas  Ramblings,  1942 
(from  "  Malice  in  Blunderland  ")  by  A.  B.  Lindman 


May  Christmas  and  the  coming  year 
Bring  lots  and  pots  of  foaming  cheer. 

May  coming  years^  most  amply  spread 
A  mass  of  butter  on  your  bread. 

May  they,  as  well,  for  us  provide 
A  peep  inside  the  bullocks  hide  ; 

For,  I  confess,  'twixt  me  and  you, 
I  long  to  see  a  steak  or  two. 

And  as  for  saddles,  legs  and  chops, 
You  must  admit  they  are  the  tops. 

At  'Nature's  laws  may  poultry  mock, 
By  laying  eggs  despite  the  clock. 

May  fish,  fowl,  flesh  all  do  their  stuff 
Till  famished  mortals  cry— enough  I 

And,  in  the  meantime,  may  you  be 
Content  to  wait  on  Destiny. 

And  after  all,  we  know  full  well, 
Most  roads  to  Heaven  lead  through  hell. 

While  other  routes  would  seem  to  be 
Through  what  some  folk  call  Purgat'ry. 

A  shell  or  bomb,  or  lucky  miss 
May  blast  a  life-long  prejudice  ; 

And  through  the  gaping  hole  maybe, 
We'll  face  at  last  reality. 

And  through  it  reach  a  promised  land, 
Where  heads  aren't  buried  in  the  sand. 

For  buried  head  with  bottom  up, 
Why,  no  amount  of  verbal  gup 

Will  save  that  bare  posteri-or 
From  being  plastered  mighty  sore. 

They've  learned  such  blindness  can  but  spell 
A  first-class  dose  of  first-class  hell. 

A  post-war  world  of  nobler  schemes 
Is  not  unreal— the  stuff  of  dreams, 

For  many,  many  years  ago 
A  Christmas  Child  assured  us  so. 

Of  His  assurance,  proof  and  fount 
Are  in  His  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Man's  strivings,  sweat  and  mental  urge 
To  reach  the  goal — his  upward  surge — 

Has  been  frustrated  through  the  years 
By  laws,  restrictions,  countless  fears 

And,  laugh  it  off  as  best  you  can — 
The  whole  darned  lot  are  made  by  man. 

Our  history  books  are  full  of  shocks, 
Of  murder,  death  and  paradox. 

Crusaders  would,  in  lands  remote, 
Slit  any  Saracenic  throat. 

And  when  at  home,  not  think  it  strange, 
To  slit  each  others  for  a  change. 

Descended  from  the  pilgrim  stock, 
We're  chips  indeed  of  that  old  block :. 

That  block  of  man  which  first  found  shape 
In  anthropoidic  form — an  ape. 

From  this  old  stock  we  all  must  trace 
Our  ancestry — a  common  race. 


Some  folk,  therefore,  can  well  complain, 
A  colour  bar  is  quite  inane. 

Perhaps  that's  why  Abe  Lincoln  saw, 
The  future  was  worth  fighting  for : 

Perhaps  the  good  Lord,  on  the  whole, 
Does  not  see  colour  in  a  soul. 

In  modern  times  the  textbooks  say, 
Conflicting  "  Isms  "  had  their  way. 

Their  way  I    The  way  we  all  now  tread, 
Piled  with  wounded,  maimed  and  dead  I 

With  politics  from  blue  to  red 
Democracy  was  daily  fed. 

Young  men  in  Universities 
Enunciated  their  decrees. 

Man  was  thought  worth  fighting  for, 
In  fighting  talk — but  not  in  war. 

While  all  the  "  Isms  "  thought  their  pills 
The  only  cure  for  Mankind's  ills. 

With  jackboots,  screams  and  coloured  shirt 
Some  crunched  all  gainsay  in  the  dirt. 

Peace  ballot  boxes  soon  were  rife, 
In  vain  attempts  to  box  up  strife. 

'Twas  therefore  not  a  great  surprise 
That  dust  arose  and  clogged  their  eyes- 
Some  twenty-eight  odd  years  ago 
In  Flanders'  fields  where  poppies  grow, 

The  British  Tommies  in  retreat 
Learned  many  things — but  not  defeat  I 

In  Burma,  Greece — again  in  France 
Their  fighting  sons  stood  not  a  chance. 

The  same  old  story  as  before — 
They  weren't  equipped  for  modern  war. 

Party  leaders  thought  it  rash 
And  mad,  forsooth,  to  waste  much  cash 

On  building  up  a  force  which  might 
Defend  the  weak,  uphold  the  right. 

To  keep  their  seat  in  Parliament, 
They  chose  to  plug  disarmament. 

It  never  struck  them  till  too  late, 
That  they  were  guardians  of  our  fate. 

To  Thee,  good  Lord,  we  humbly  pray, 
That  Thou  wilt  show  Mankind  the  way. 

We  humbly  pfdy  this  Christmastide 
That  Thou  with  us  will  e'er  abide. 

Imbue  in  us  simplicity, 
That's  shorn  of  all  hypocrisy. 

Implant  in  us  the  moral  guts 
To  build  anew  with  Christian  struts, 

And  based  upon  Thy  master-plan, 
That  edifice  for  common  man. 

And,  in  conclusion,  may  we  ask 
That  when  we  start  upon  that  task, 

You'll  give  us  leaders  who' re  content 
To  build  for  Mankind's  betterment ; 

And  help  us  one  and  all  to  see 
Our  common  fellowship  in  Thee. 
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Private  Cecil  Frank  Perrett 
(2nd  Wiltshire  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  C.  F.  Perrett,  of  Devizes. 

Wounded  in  France  in  1918,  as  a  result  of  which  he  lost  his  right  eye,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's 
shortly  afterwards  for  training.  In  latter  years  he  put  in  a  great  deal  of  work  in  his  garden, 
from  which  he  obtained  good  results.  He  had  not  been  very  well  for  some  little  time  past, 
but  his  death  was  unexpected  and  came  as  a  great  shock  to  his  wife. 

The  funeral  took  place  a  few  days  afterwards  and  there  were  many  friends  and  relatives  present, 
including  St.  Dunstaner  H.  Perrett  and  his  wife.  Among  the  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  and  his  other  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

We  send  our  very  deep  and  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Perrett  in  her  sad  loss. 

Private  Ernest  Clarke 
{1st  King's  Own  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  E.  Clarke,  of  Edwinstowe,  near  Mansfield. 

An  old  soldier,  although  he  was  a  miner  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  Clarke  was  called  up 
for  service  at  the  very  outbreak  of  the  Great  War  in  August,  1914,  and  was  wounded  at  Ypres 
in  December  of  that  year,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was  totally  blinded.  Admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's 
in  April,  1915,  he  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer  and  carried  on  with  this  for  a  little  while  ;  he  then 
had  a  small  business.  For  a  considerable  time,  however,  he  had  lived  a  very  quiet  life  on  account 
of  his  ill-health,  but  his  death,  which  occurred  on  December  31st,  1942,  was  unexpected. 
A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  was  sent  for  the  funeral,  at  which  members  of  the  British  Legion  acted 
as  bearers ;  the  coffin  was  covered  with  the  Union  Jack. 

He  was  a  single  man  and  we  extend  our  sympathy  to  his  brother  and  Mrs.  Hewitt,  who  cared 
for  him  for  many  years. 


Young    St.  Dunstaner  Dies  in 
Prison  Camp 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Private  James  Fleming,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
"Tiny"  Fleming,  of  Sudbury,  who  had  been 
a  prisoner  of  war  in  Poland  for  two  years, 
has  lost  his  life  in  an  heioic  rescue  attempt. 

In  a  letter  to  our  St.  Dunstaner  and  his 
wife,  a  fellow  prisoner  writes  : — 

"  I  have  known  Jim  for  over  two  years 
and  I  have  never  come  actoss  a  whiter  man. 

"I  wish  to  tell  you  how  gallantly  he  died. 
A  well  was  being  dug  where  he  was  working. 
A  civilian  went  down  the  well  as  usual,  and 
had  only  been  down  there  five  minutes 
when  Jimmy  heard  a  groan,  and  then, 
without  thinking  of  his  own  safety,  went 
down  to  help  him  and  was  overcome  by 
gas..  There  was  no  lack  of  volunteers  here 
to  try  and  fetch  him  to  the  surface,  but  the 
gas  was  too  strong." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  have  since  received 
a  letter  from  the  padre  of  the  camp.  It 
says  :  "  Be  very  proud  of  your  son.  He 
died  as  nobly  as  any  man  in  battle,  and  he 
is  in  line  with  the  heroes  of  all  ages.... He 
was  buried  with  full  military  honours. 
The  Last  Post  and  Reveille  were  sounded 
by  one  of  our  men.  Over  the  grave  were 
laid  seven  wreaths — one  from  you,  one 
from  the  German  High  Command,  and 
the  others  from  ourselves." 

Jimmy  would  have  been  twenty-four  this 
year. 


Miss  Haynes 

Many  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  early  days, 
particularly  those  who  lived  at  "  The 
College,"  will  deeply  regret  to  hear' of  the 
death  of  Miss  Haynes,  whom  they  will 
remember  with  affection  as  a  V.A.D.  in  the 
Dispensary.  She  passed  away  peacefully 
in  her  sleep  on  November  22nd,  1942,  at 
her  home,  Mount  Dart,  Bridgetown, 
Totnes.  A  note  of  sympathy  from  the  St. 
Dunstaners,  to  whom  she  was  so  good  a 
friend,  has  been  sent  to  her  sister. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Rutter,  of  Liverpool,  whose  anniversary  was 
on  July  1st  of  last  year,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.   C.   Loram,   of  Brixham  (January  20th). 

Marriage 

Buckley — Renwick. — On  Saturday,  De- 
cember 19th,  at  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Avenue  Road,  London,  N.W.,  Lieut. 
Commander  Robin  Cecil  Burton  Buckley, 
g.m.,  r.n.,  to  Miss  Pauline  Enid  Lewis 
Renwick. 

Deaths 

We  offer  our   sincere   sympathy   to   the 

following  :— 

Collier. — To  J.  Collier,  of  Prescot,  Liver- 
pool, whose  wife  died  in  hospital  on 
Christmas  Day. 

Dennison. — To  C.  Dennison,  of  York, 
whose  wife  passed  away  on  January  18th, 
after  a  long  illness  bravely  borne. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

St.  Dunstaners'  Children 

IN  October  last,  when  I  talked  to  the  new  St.  Dunstaners  at  Church  Stretton,  I  told  them 
of  the  new  Children's  Allowances,  and  a  brief  note  of  what  I  said  was  published  in  the 
St.  Dunstan's  Review  for  November.  For  the  sake  of  clearness  I  will  go  over  the 
ground  in  some  detail. 

I  said  that  the  Council  had  given  careful  consideration  to  the  question  of  St.  Dunstaners' 
children  allowances  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  were  now  planning  for  a  new  generation 
of  St.  Dunstaners.  We  had  decided  that  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  the  allowances  made  for 
the  children  of  new  St.  Dunstaners  should  equal  the  same  sum  of  money  as  the  allowances 
that  have  always  been  given  for  the  children  of  old  St.  Dunstaners,  but  that  the  way  in 
which,  they  were  paid  would  be  altered  in  the  light  of  experience.  In  future,  instead  of 
the  flat  rate  of  6s.  per  week  for  sixteen  years,  there  would  be  an  allowance  on  the  following 
scale  :  Under  five  years  of  age,  4s.  per  week  ;  five  years  and  under  seven,  5s.  per  week  ;  seven 
and  under  ten,  6s.  per  week  ;  ten  and  under  twelve,  7s.  per  week  ;  twelve  and  under  sixteen, 
8s.  6d.  per  week.  It  has  now  been  decided  that  the  alternative  scale  will  also  apply  in  the  cases 
of  the  very  few  old  St.  Dunstaners  to  whom  children  are  born  after  January  1st,  1943. 

The  reason  for  this  change  is  very  obvious,  namely,  that  the  child  costs  more  as  it  grows 
older.  I  realise  that  the  loss  of  a  shilling  or  two  shillings  during  the  early  years  is  a  serious 
one,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  generally  agreed  that  the  sacrifice  is  worth  while  in  view  of  the 
much  greater  benefit  during  the  later  years,  when  the  children  cost  so  much  more  to  feed 
and  clothe. 

It  has  been  our  practice  for  many  years  now  to  extend  the  children's  allowance  beyond 
the  age  of  sixteen  where  a  child  continues  at  school  or  college,  or  is  an  indentured  apprentice 
at  a  nominal  wage.  In  these  cases,  as  from  January  1st,  1943,  the  allowances  which  have 
hitherto  been  paid  at  6s.  per  week  will  be  raised  to  8s.  6d.  per  week. 

The  third  change  is  that  instead  of  the  limitation  of  four  in  a  family,  children's 
allowances  will  be  paid  in  respect  of  all  eligible  children. 

Educational  Grants 

In  the  statement  I  made  in  the  autumn,  I  also  referred  to  Educational  Grants,  saying 
that  our  Council  had  decided  to  make  educational  grants  to  help  pay  for  secondary  or 
technical  or  advanced  education  in  special  cases  where  all  the  circumstances,  including 
particularly  the  ability  of  the  children,  warranted  it.  We  have  now  worked  out  basic  scales 
for  these  educational  grants,  and  I  am  publishing  them  here  so  that  all  St.  Dunstaners  may 
know  of  them.  They  are  not  intended  to  be  sufficient  in  themselves  to  pay  for  the  whole 
of  secondary  or  advanced  education.     It  is  presumed  that  the  parents,  looking  ahead  in 
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their  children's  interest,  will  make  what  provision  they  can  themselves,  and  that  bright  boys 
and  girls  will  be  encouraged  to  sit  for  and  obtain  scholarships  or  bursaries.  The  St. 
Dunstan's  grants  are  intended  to  be  over  and  above  the  provision  the  parents  can  make 
themselves,  or  the  children  can  obtain  from  other  sources,  so  as  to  make  the  education 
a  little  easier  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  In  a  quite  exceptional  case,  special  payments 
to  help  send  a  scholarship  boy  or  girl  to  university  may  also  be  considered. 

The  following  basic  grants  will  be  made,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  Children's  Fund 
allowances  : 

A  grant  for  Clothing  Outfit  (a)  on  admission  to  a  Secondary  School,  of  £5;  (b)  on 
admission  to  a  University  or  College  for  similar  higher  education,  where  the  pupil  has  to 
live  away  from  home,  of  £15. 


Cash  Allowances  : — 

From  12 

to  14  years 

„        14 

„16     „ 

„        16 

„17     „ 

„        17 

» 18     „ 

„       18 

„19     „ 

„       19 

„20     „ 

»        20 

„21     „ 

£1  10s. 

per 

term 

= 

£4  10s. 

£3    0s. 

,, 

= 

£9    0s. 

£6    0s. 

>» 

= 

£18    0s. 

£8    0s. 

j? 

= 

£24    0s. 

£10    0s. 

"         V 

= 

£30    0s. 

£12    0s. 

J> 

= 

£36     0s. 

£14    0s. 

SJ 

= 

£42    0s. 

Note. — The  above  grants  .to  apply  equally  to  children  attending  at  day  or  boarding 
schools,  and  to  be  payable  on  receipt  of  each  term's'  report. 

The  Area  Superintendents  will  be  writing  to  the  parents  concerned  to  tell  them  of 
these  changes,  and  arrears  will  be  sent  as  from  January  1st,  1943.  There  may  be  cases  in 
which  children  are  at  Secondary  or  other  schools,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  it.  In  such  cases 
parents  are  asked  to  write  immediately  to  their  Area  Superintendent. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  as  from  January  1st,  1943,  we  have  applied  the  new  Children's 
Fund  rates  to  all  St.  Dunstaners,  new  and  old,  and  that  the  higher  rate  above  sixteen  also 
benefits  all  St.  Dunstaners,  new  and  old.  Old  St.  Dunstaners  may  feel  some  regret  that 
this  system  and  the  educational  grants  were  not  in  operation  during  the  past  twenty  years. 
I  sympathise  with  them,  but  they  will  realise  that  in  the  early  days  of  St.  Dunstan's  we  had 
not  built  up  the  strong  position  which  we  now  have,  and  we  could  not  embark  upon  costly 
developments  which  may  involve  very  great  sums  of  money  without  assurance  as  to  the 
future. 

I  am  sure  all  old  St.  Dunstaners,  even  if  they  have  some  personal  regrets,  will 
nevertheless  be  glad  to  know  of  these  valuable  developments,  which  show  that  St.  Dunstan's 
has  a  progressive  outlook. 

The  magnificent  services  now  being  rendered  by  so  many  hundreds  of  St.  Dunstaners' 
boys  and  girls  in  the  Armed  Forces  and  in  other  forms  of  National  Service  shows  that, 
even  if  in  some  cases  their  education  was  shorter  than  could  have  been  wished,  they  are 
a  splendid  body  of  young  people  of  whom  we  can  all  be  proud. 

Reading  Braille 

I  read  braille  with  my  right  forefinger  and  my  speed  is  a  page  of  interpoint  in  five 
minutes.  It  has  remained  stationary  at  this  figure  for  some  years.  From  time  to  time  I  have 
met  blind  people  who  read  braille  very  much  more  quickly,  some  with  one  hand,  some  with 
two.  I  should  like  to  increase  my  speed  and  would  welcome  the  advice  of  any  St.  Dunstaner 
on  this  point. 

I  also  want  to  collect  evidence  as  to  what  is  the  best  way  to  read  braille.  It  may  be 
there  is  no  golden  rule,  and  that  each  must  suit  himself.  Some  read  with  the  left  hand, 
some  with  the  right,  some  with  both.  Would  any  St.  Dunstaner  who  reads  braille  pretty 
well  write  to  me  and  tell  me  the  answer  to  the  following  questions  in  his  particular  case  : 

1.  Do  you  read  braille  with  your  left  hand,  or  your  right  hand,  or  both  ? 

2.  What  is  your  speed  for  reading  a  page  of  interpoint  braille  ? 

3.  If  you  read  with  both  hands,  were  you  taught  to  do  this,  or  did  you  teach  yourself, 
and  did  it  materially  increase  your  speed  ? 

This  information  will  be  a  help  to  us  in  the  training  of  new  men. 
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Factory  Jobs 

Over  a  hundred  St.  Dunstaners,  including  many  from  this  war,  are  now  working  in 
factories.  Some  of  the  older  men  find  the  long  hours  tiring,  but  most  enjoy  the  regular 
work  and  the  regular  wage.  Owing  to  housing  difficulties  we  cannot  move  men  from 
their  homes,  and  those  who  go  in  for  this  kind  of  work  must  be  fit  and  well  and  strong, 
and  not  too  old. 

Bearing  these  limitations  in  mind,  I  should  much  like  to  hear  if  there  are  any  St.  Dunstaners 
whose  names  have  not  yet  been  considered,  who  would  like  us  to  see  if  we  can  get  them 
a  job  near  their  home. 

IAN  FRASER. 


St.  Dunstaners  to  Broadcast  from 

South  Africa 

Listen  in  on  Saturday,  March  20th 

The  B.B.C.  have  arranged  with  the  South. 
African  broadcasting  authorities  to  broad- 
cast messages  of  greeting  from  blinded  men 
of  this  war,  now  at  St.  Dunstan's  Home, 
Wynberg,  Cape  Town,  to  relatives  and 
friends  in  this  country.  The  broadcast 
will  take  place  on  Saturday,  March  20th, 
from  1.50  to  2.10  p.m.,  on  the  Home 
Service  programme. 

As  the  Review  generally  appears  at  the 
end  of  the  third  week  in  the  month,  the 
March  number  will  probably  not  be  in 
your  hands  before  March  20th.  We  are 
therefore  giving  notice  of  the  broadcast 
this  month.  We  are  sure  St.  Dunstaners 
will  agree  that  it  is  worth  making  a  special 
note  of  this  date. 

There  are  about  thirty-five  St.  Dunstaners 
in  our  Home  at  Cape  Town  or  in  hospital 
in  South  Africa,  and  it  will  be  of  great 
interest  to  St.  Dunstaners  in  this  country 
to  hear  what  they  have  to  say.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  their  voices. 

~The  idea  of  the  broadcast  arose  out  of  a 
cable  sent  to  Sir  Ian  Fraser  by  Mrs.  Bates, 
asking  if  it  could  be  arranged.  The 
Chairman  thereupon  fixed  it  up  with  the 
B.B.C. 

Notes  and  News 

R.  J.  Vine,  of  West  Ealing,  has  been 
awarded  the  first  prize  (twenty-five  dollars) 
in  the  1942  Literary  Competition  (Poetry 
Section),  organised  by  the  Jewish  Braille 
Review,  with  the  furthe|  award  of  the  Helen 
Keller  Medal  for  literary  excellence.  The 
poem  which  he  submitted  was  "The  Middle 
Watch,"  which  appeared  in  the  October 
issue  of  the  Review, 


A.  G.  Wise,  of  Fakenham,  was  the 
sender  of  a.  question  answered  by  the 
Brains  Trust  on  February  16th.  He  asked 
"  Why  is  our  flag  called  the  Union  Jack?  " 

*  *        * 

E.  D.  Evans,  of  Carmarthen,  has  been 
presented  with  a  Certificate  of  Merit  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  the  excellent 
appearance  of  his  allotment  and  the  splendid 
results  he  has  obtained. 

*  *        * 

J.  Garbutt,  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  preached 
the  sermon  on  Armistice  Day  in  the  Parish 
Church,  the  first  layman  to  preach  from 
that  pulpit.  Over  2,500  people  were 
present. 

A  Tribute  to  St.  Dunstaners 

Whereas  I  was  blind 
Now  I  plainly  see 
The  courage  and  the  faith 
Of  all  the  men  like  thee, 
Who  fought  for  us  and  lost 
The  precious  gift  of  sight, 
Then  wrestled  with  the  dark, 
A.nd  won  an  inner 


Whereas  I  was  blind 

Now  I  plainly  see 

The  greatness  of  these  men — 

The  littleness  of  me, 

Who  can  never  find  my  way 

Though  I  see  the  path  ahead, 

While  they  walk  their  chosen  road 

With  unhesitating  tread. 

Whereas  1  was  blind 
Now  I  plainly  see 
That  they  must  be  my  guides, 
A.nd  show  the  way  to  me: 
The  way  of  dauntless  courage : 
The  way  of  pain  and  strife: 
The  way  of  long  endurance : 
But  the  only  way  to  Life. 

Doris  M.  Martin, 
January,  1943. 


s 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Restricted  though  we  may  be  by  war-time 
regulations  from  travelling  far  afield,  we 
never  stagnate,  and  there  is  a  constant 
re-shuffle  of  the  human  pawns  on  the  St. 
Dunstan's  chessboard.  Last  month  the 
V.A.D.s  moved  over  to  Longmynd  to  make 
room  at  Belmont  for  the  St.  Dunstanettes 
who  will  study  Domestic  Economy  on 
up-to-date  lines,  not  only  doing  practical 
housework,  but  wrestling  with  rations, 
points,  and  other  shopping  and  house- 
keeping problems. 

We  returned  from  our  Christmas  holiday 
to  find  snow  on  the  ground  ;  this  had  been 
preceded  by  iced  roads,  so  we  made 
preparations  for  the  Esquimaux  life  we  have 
led  for  the  first  few  months  of  the  past  two 
years,  and  the  Entertainments  Committee 
arranged  a  series  of  fortnightly  talks  and 
debates  to  keep  our  brains  fallow.  « 

Mr.  Bankes-Williams'  talk  on  "The 
Trend  of  Modern  Education "  made  us 
envy  the  rising  generation,  for,  speaking 
with  authority,  he  envisaged  an  era  of 
common-sense  education,  in  which  science, 
religion,  and  history  take  first  place,  and 
mathematics  are  no  longer  a  necessary 
qualification  in  every  examination ;  and  even 
examination  results  will  not  play  such  an 
important  part  as  hitherto.  This  talk  was 
so  interesting  that  several  of  the  audience 
hurried  through  their  supper  to  listen  to 
one  of  the  series  of  lectures  which  is  being 
given  on  this  subject  by  the  B.B.C.*  and  then 
continued  the  discussion  until  bedtime. 

Next  evening  there  was  a  Brains  Trust 
meeting  in  the  village,  in  aid  of  the  Red 
Cross.  Questions  had  been  sent  in  before- 
hand (about  forty  were  received,  of  which 
50  per  cent,  came  from  Longmynd),  and 
we  turned  up  in  full  force  and  came  away 
congratulating  ourselves  that  the  two  St. 
Dunstan's  representatives — our  Director  of 
Training  and  "  Grandpa  "  Beaufoy — bad 
been  among  the  brightest  lights  on  the 
platform. 

On  the  28th,  Miss  McAndrew  opened  a 
discussion  on  "  Domination,"  ingeniously 
tracing  that  formidable  word  in  its  develop- 
ment from  "  domus,"  a  home,  to  its  dire 
significance  in  world  politics   to-day. 

Since  the  Chairman  wrote  in  last  month's 
Review,  members  of  the  P.O.W.  Corres- 
pondence Circle  have  received  several  letters 
from  our  fellow  St.  Dunstaners  in  Germany, 


^Home  Service,  Mondays,  7.35  to  8 


p.m. 


and  we  read  extracts  from  them  to  the  men 
in  the  Lounge.  Bertram  Bright  says  that 
he  is  writing  his  Memoirs  of  a  Blinded 
Prisoner  of  War,  and  that  the  Stainby  Wayne 
Braille  Writer  is  known  among  them  as 
".  Stainless  Stephen." 

Cribbage  has  caught  on  so  strongly  that 
a  Tournament  was  arranged,  for  which 
forty  entered,  including  the  whole  of 
Battlefield.  After  a  struggle  lasting  a 
fortnight,  the  finals  were  played  off  in  the 
Braille  Room,  with  a  ringside  attendance 
of  twenty-five,  when  Harry  White,  of 
Longmynd,  in  a  last  stiff  fight,  floored  his 
opponent,   J.    Hodges,   of  Battlefield. 

Never  a  week  passes  without  someinvita- 

.  tion  to  Shrewsbury  or  Ludlow.     No  sooner 

had  we  returned  from  the  holiday  than  some 

new  friends  of  ours  at  Pontesbury  invited 

us  to  sup  and  dance. 

On  the  26th,  Mr.  Lewis  invited  us  to  his 
Dance  Hall  in  Shrewsbury,  and  on  the 
21st  we  had  another  of*  those  pleasant 
evenings  organised  by  the  Ludlow  ladies. 

It  was  some  time  since  the  Croft  Hermits 
had  come  over  from  Shrewsbury,  and  a  full 
house  awaited  them  on  the  25th,  when,  in 
contrast  to  their  usual  thriller,  they  gave 
us  a  light  comedy,  entitled  "  Flat  to  Let." 

The  following  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
passing  their  tests  : — 

Typing. — C.  Piper,  W.  Grimwood,  E. 
Grainger,  E.  Ward. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — A.Hedger, 
H.  White,  G.  Cock. 

Braille  Writing.— R.  Fullard,  S.  Black- 
more,  S.  Barton. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Cpl.  B.  Bell, 
R.A.,  A.T.S.  (21),  Oakley,  Yorks ;  A/Sgt. 
J.  Riley,  Manchester  Regt.  (25),  Middles- 
brough, Yorks ;  F/Sgt.  R.  G.  Gregory, 
R.A.F.  (27),  Birmingham;  L/Cpl.  G.  H. 
Pollard,  R.E.  (40),  Kettering,  Northants. 

Admitted  to  Training. — Tem./Sgt.  M. 
Delaney  (Irish  Forces),  (24),  Co.  Wicklow  ; 
Cpl.  S.  McNamara  (Irish  Forces),  (22), 
Co.  Tipperary ;  Tern. /Cpl.  E.  Ward  (Irish 
Forces),  (29),  Dublin  ;  R.  J.  Vowles,  R.N. 
(31),  Portsmouth. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  and  returned 
to  Unit.— Cf>l.  C.  Brinkley  Reid. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  hoping  to 
take  up  Civilian  Employment. — C/AC. 
F.  Pesteil. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  for  repat- 
riation to  America. — Tec./Sgt.  T.  Coburn. 
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Rupert  Graves 

We  cannot  close  without  a  word  in 
appreciation  of  our  old  friend,  Rupert 
Graves,  who  passed  away  at  Tiger  Hall  on 
January  18th.  The  morning  service  on  the 
following  Sunday  was  to  his  memory,  and 
the  Director  gave  a  simple  and  impressive 
account  of  "  The  Professor's  "  life  and 
character. 

As  a  teacher,  Rupert  Graves  had  two 
great  qualities ;  he  knew  his  subject 
perfectly,  and  more  than  that  he  knew  how 
to  teach.  He  studied  his  pupil,  led  him 
gently  or  firmly  as  he  needed,  and  left  him 
with  a  real  confidence  in  his  command  of 
shorthand.  As  a  man  his  own  diffidence 
made  him  difficult  to  know,  but  those  who 
were  lucky  will  remember  always  his 
uncomplaining  courage,  his  absolute  fair- 
ness, and  his  sense  of  humour. 

Few  bridge  players  of  his  ability  can 
have  it  said  of  them  that,  however  stupid 
his  partner's  mistakes,  he  never  showed  a 
sign  of  ill  humour  or  criticism.  There  are 
many  St.  Dunstan's  telephonists  who  own, 
and  are  proud  to  own,  much  of  their  success 
to  the  Professor. 

The  secret  of  married  life,  which  was  a 
joy  to  watch,  was  perhaps  that  he  and  his 
wife  always  put  the  other  first,  and  Mrs. 
Graves  and  her  daughters  may  feel  some 
consolation  in  the  knowledge  that  we  who 
knew  him  are  happier  and  better  because 
we  met  him. 

We  are  glad  that  Mrs.  Graves  has  decided 
to  stay  among  us  in  Church  Stretton. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser's  Book 

A  copy  of  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  book  Whereas 
I  was  Blind,  has  been  sent  to  each  St. 
Dunstaner.  It  is  understood  that  a  few 
copies  in  braille  are  available  in  the  National 
Library  for  the  Blind,  and  that  the  Panda 
Braille  Edition  may  be  reprinted  if  there  is 
sufficient  demand  to  justify  it.  If  any 
reader  wants  a  copy  in  braille,  and  cannot 
get  one  from  the  library,  the  Editor  will  be 
glad  to  see  if  arrangements  can  be  made 
to  lend  him  one. 

"  The  Dotty  Mag  " 

The  first  number  of  a  prisoner  of  war 
monthly  magazine  written  in  braille  has 
been  produced  by  war-blinded  men  at 
Stalag  IX  A/H.  It  is  called  "The  Dotty 
Mag  "  and  is  edited  by  Private  "  Doug  " 
Parmenter,  of  Catford,  who  lost  both  eyes 
in  France  in  May,  1940: 


South  African  Notes 

Since  sending  the  last  Notes  for  the 
Review  we  have  had  several  newcomers  : 

Dvr.   F.   Watkinson,  Field   Regt.,   R.A. 

Cpl.  H.  Pownall,  C.M.P.,  Northern  Area 
Provost  Co. 

Tpr.  P.  Clark,  The  Queen's  Bays. 

L-Bdr.  A.  T.  Vickers,  Field  Regt.,  R.A. 

Spr.  W.  E.  Cunningham*,  Field  Co.,  R.E. 

Spr.  J.   P.  Hancock,  Well  Boring  Co., 
R.E.  • 
and  are  daily  expecting  Dvr.   M.   Burns, 
R.A.S.C. 

We  have  also  heard  of  three  more  arrivals 
in  hospitals,  including  one  South  African. 

We  are  delighted  to  know  that  five  more, 
including  one  officer,  who  were  expected 
to  come  to  us,  have  been  returned  home, 
having  recovered  useful  sight. 

Several  of  our  St.  Dunstaners  have  passed 
their  Braille  Reading  Tests,  and  one — Jack 
Vincent — has  sat  for  his  Writing  Test.  The 
result  is  not  yet  known.  Many  have 
passed  their  Typewriting  Tests,  the  one 
securing  the  highest  marks — 89  per  cent. — 
being  Sgt.  D.  P.  Pretorius. 

We  close  down  the  classrooms  and 
workshops  for  our  summer  holiday  on 
December  11th,  re-opening  on  January  5th. 
The  Home  will  not  be  closed,  as-  the 
majority  of  the  men  will  be  with  us  for 
Christmas,  though  some  are  going  away 
to  friends  for  a  couple  of  weeks  or  so. 

E.  M.  Chadwick  Bates. 

The  following  has  been  written  by  Cpl. 
Jimmie  Ellis  : — 

My  Visit  to  Johannesburg 

The  time  had  come  for  me  to  be  fitted 
up  with  an  artificial  hand,  and  this  necessi- 
tated a  trip  to  the  artificial  limb  factory  at 
Johannesburg.  Unlike  other  train  journeys 
I  had  done  since  I  have  been  blind,  I  could 
face  this  one  with  absolute  confidence, 
because  in  the  intervening  time  I  had  spent 
three  months'  intensive  training  at  St. 
Dunstan's  in  South  Africa.  Quite  a  large 
party  assembled  to  wish  me  "  Bon  Voyage," 
and  the  Matron  and  Mrs.  Bates,  having 
satisfied  themselves  that  I  was  comfortably 
installed,  gave  the  orderly  implicit  instruc- 
tions concerning  my  welfare,  and  after 
much  hand  shaking  and  good  wishes  the 
train  pulled  out. 

A  train  journey  can  be  so  terribly 
monotonous,   especially  for  a  blind   man. 
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But  this  one,  although  it  lasted  36  hours, 
did  not  have  a  dull  moment.  I  made 
friends  and  much  of  the  time  I  spent 
chatting  to  my  fellow  passengers,  learning 
-more  interesting  facts  about  South  Africa. 

We  arrived  at  Johannesburg  station  at 
about  7  a.m.  Two  orderlies  of  the 
S.A.M.C.  were  there  to  meet  us,  and  after 
saying  au  revoir  to  St.  Dunstan's  orderly, 
I  was  duly  handed  over.  Before  I  climbed 
into  the  ambulance,  one  of  the  Springboks 
suggested  a  cup  of  tea.  Being  an  English- 
man I,  of  course,  would  not  hear  of  this, 
so  we  stopped  at  the  Services  Club  and 
consumed  a  gallon  between  us. 

We  resumed  our  journey  and  ■  finally 
entered  the  gates  of  Baragwanath  Military 
Hospital,  which  is  about  seven  miles  out 
of  Johannesburg.  This  hospital  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  Union ;  it  is  a  British 
hospital,  having  been  paid  for  by  British 
money,  but  it  is  staffed  by  South  African 
and  Canadian  nurses  and  South  African 
doctors.  This  was  to  be  my  temporary 
residence  for  the  next  five  weeks;  I  say 
temporary  with  full  meaning,  as  you  will 
probably  gather  later  on.  The  first  thing 
that  struck  me  about  the  hospital  that 
morning  was  that  the  whole  place  (accom- 
modating 2,000  patients)  was  absolutely 
glittering  with  much  more  than  its  fair 
share  of  that  proverbial  spit  and  polish. 
I  simply  could  not  believe  that  all  this 
extra  radiance  was  because  I  had  arrived. 
However,  I  was  soon  informed  that  I  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  arrive  at  Barag- 
wanath on  a  very  auspicious  occasion.  As 
stated  in  Mrs.  Bates'  last  Notes,  that  same 
afternoon  the  hospital  was  being  officially 
opened  by  the  foremost  man  in  South 
Africa,  none  other  than  the  great  Field 
Marshal  Smuts. 

That  he  spoke  to  and  shook  hands  with 
me  is  a  great  event  in  my  life,  and  I  am 
still  telling  people  that  I  have  shaken  hands 
with  the  great  Field  Marshal. 

Well,  here  I  was  in  hospital  once  more, 
but  this  time  I  was  perfectly  fit  and  well, 
just  there  to  be  on  call  for  the  limb  factory. 
When  the  excitement  of  the  Smuts  visit  had 
died  down,  I  began  to  feel  a  bit  browned 
off,  but  this  was  only  natural.  I  was  a 
stranger,  and  these  people  were  not  used 
to  dealing  with  a  St.  Dunstaner.  I  believe 
that  in  those  first  few  days  everybody  was 
feeling  very  sorry  for  me ;  they  insisted  on 
handling  me  gingerly,  like  a  piece  of 
delicate  china.     They  soon  learned  differ- 


ently, however,  when  I  began  taking  jaunts 
on  my  own,  having  made  myself  familiar 
with  the  various  landmarks  in  the  ward. 
They  had  many  surprises  to  come.  For 
instance,  I  was  the  centre  of  interest  when 
I  brought  out  one  of  John  Buchan's  books, 
written  in  braille,  and  began  reading.  They 
had  another  little  shock  when  I  requested 
the  loan  of  an  ordinary  typewriter,  in  order 
to  keep  up  with  my  correspondence. 

My  first  visitor  was  Mrs.  Cade,  a  member 
of  St.  Dunstan's  Committee.  We  became 
friends  right  away,  and  from  the  very  first 
day  St.  Dunstan's  gave  me  every  assistance 
to  make  my  stay  in  hospital  a  pleasant  one. 
Mrs.  Cade  was  the  first  of  the  many  charming 
and  very  hospitable  friends  1  made  in 
Johannesburg.  Soon  after  this  I  met  Mrs. 
Marshall,  the  very  energetic  Hon.  Secretary. 
Her  first  job  was  to  see  my  doctor ;  the 
result  was  that  I  was  allowed  out  every  day. 
Next  was  the  question  of  conveyance  into 
town,  made  difficult  due  to  petrol  rationing. 
This  was  soon  overcome.  An  escort  to  the 
bus,  a  phone  call  to  the  office  before  I  left, 
and  an  escort  waiting  at  the  other  end ; 
everything  worked  perfectly  and  my  trips 
into  town  were  frequent. 

After  a  few  days  I  met  Mrs.  Vincent  and 
Mrs.  Lothrop,  who  are  known  to  all  St. 
Dunstaners.  These  two  good  ladies  have 
the  priceless  knack  of  being  able  to  twist 
army  rules  and  regulations  to  suit  the  special 
needs  of  St.  Dunstaners,  e.g.,  my  first  week- 
end with  them  should  have  terminated  on 
Sunday  night ;  they  took  me  back  on 
Tuesday  morning  because  it  was  too  wet  on 
Sunday  night.  My  next  week-end  lasted 
a  brief  ten  days.  Among  my  unusual 
experiences  was  an  elephant  ride  at  the 
Zoo. 

Another  great  thrill  I  had  was  a  ten-mile 
horseback  ride,  across  the  open  veldt, 
with  Mr.  Marks,  whose  wife  is  also  a 
committee  member. 

The  purpose  of  my  trip  to  Johannesburg 
was  to  be  fitted  up  with  an  artificial  hand. 
Well,  when  they  sent  for  me  I  duly  presented 
myself  at  the  Government  official  limb 
factory.  As  soon  as  I  entered  the  building 
I  was  given  tea,  sandwiches  and  cigarettes. 
This  canteen  was  provided  by  the  "  Moths," 
an  ex-Servicemen's  organisation  that  has 
been  in  existence  since  the  last  war.  Mr. 
Cheyne,  the  arm  specialist,  then  took  me 
away  for  a  consultation.  He  is  a  bright  and 
cheery  man  who  dispenses  with  formalities. 
I  was  measured  and  eventually  fitted  'with  a 
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hand  which  is  quite  light,  comfortable,  and 
useful. 

Now  I  am  back  in  Capetown.  I  am  glad 
to  be  back,  naturally  so,  because  I  regard 
"  Tembani "  as  my  home.  But  I  had  a  really 
marvellous  time  in  Johannesburg,  thanks 
to  the  hospitality  of  the  South  African 
people,    and    the    staff  of  Baragwanath. 

Young   St.   Dunstaner   Honoured 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Summers,  of  Eastieigh,  whose  airman 
son,  Flight  Sergeant  A.  W.  Summers,  has 
been  awarded  the  D.F.M.  He  has  made 
many  flights  over  Germany. 

Reported  Missing — Now   Safe 

We  are  very  glad  indeed  to  learn  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Wilshaw,  of  Worthing, 
have  heard,  through  the  Red  Cross,  that 
their  son,  who  had  been  posted  as  missing  in 
the  Middle  East,  has  now  rejoined  his  unit. 

Marriages 

Kathleen,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Butler, 
Distington,  to  Mr.  Reggie  Mead,  September  7th. 

Maude,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  G.  Morgan, 
Tredegar,  to  Mr.  Arthur  Davis,  September  5th. 

Stanley,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Eden, 
Sidmouth,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Flynn,  October  24th. 

Frank,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Durkin, 
Blackpool,  to  Miss  Anne  Elsie  Parker,  October  31st. 

Jack,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Loram,  Brixham, 
to  Miss  Patricia  Murrum,  October  31st. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

"  Keep  him  Warm  " 

The  Editor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  remarks  with 
reference  to  war  pensions  ;  I  entirely  agree 
with  them. 

I  certainly  think  that  we  have  not  been 
given  a  square  deal,  as  although  we  have 
had  no  increase  in  pension  for  over  twenty- 
three  years,  we  pay  the  same  cigarette,  beer, 
and  purchase  tax  as  others  who  have  had 
wages  advanced  accordingly. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  cost  of 
living  only  having  gone  up  so  much,  but 
it  does  not  seem  to  work  out  that  way  by 
us  ;  it  is  very  hard  on  us  who  have  to  depend 
for  our  livelihood  on  the  pension,  as  we  are 
not  all  fit  enough  to  earn  extras.  We  are 
often  told  of  the  interest  taken  by  the 
Government  in  doing  their  best  for 
everybody.  Well,  I  certainly  think  they 
have  forgotten  us.  I  wish  Sir  Ian  Fraser^ 
good  luck  when  he  again  brings  the  matter 
up  with  the  Minister  of  Pensions.  Keep 
him  warm. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Salford.  J.  W.  Boothman. 

Care  of  Watches 


Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services        m  Edifor>  «  St  Dmstan's  Kevlew 


Bolton,  Rifleman  R.  D.  F.  (Newbury),  Rifle  Brigade. 
Brookes,     Gang     Leader     Jean     (Southampton), 

Women's  Land  Army. 
Brookes,    O/Coder    Alan    (Southampton),    Royal 

Navy. 
Cass,  Dorothy,  A.T.S. 
Champniss,  S/S  D.,  Royal  Navy. 
Davies,  L.A.C.  S.  (Blockley),  R.A.F. 
Davies,  A.C.2  R.  (Blockley),  R.A.F. 
Davies,  Sergt.  (Blockley),  R.A.F. 
Henderson,  Cpl.   R.  J.  (Dagenham),   K.R.R.C. 
Howell,  Peter  (Haywards  Heath),  Royal  Navy. 
Meader,  Gunner  J.  N.  W..  Royal  Artillery. 
McCluskey,  Gunner  A.  (Crewe),  Royal  Artillery. 
Nolan,  Sapper  B.  H.,  Royal  Engineers. 
Palmer,    Ronald   (Thornton  Heath),   Small  Arms 

School. 
Taylor,  Leading  Seaman  C.  A.  (Colchester),  Royal 

Navy. 
Weeks,  Pte.  J.  F.  (Bristol),  I.T.C. 
Williams,  Cpl.  B.  (Hampton),  W.A.A.F. 
Williamson,     Petty    Officer    H.     (Chorlton-cum- 

Hardy),  Royal  Navy. 

Marriage 

Campbell — Bailie. — On  February  3rd,  at 
the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  Shrews- 
bury, Patrick  (Paddy)  Francis  Campbell, 
new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  to  Miss  Dorothy 
Maud  Bailie. 


Dear  Sir, 

Relevant  to  your  note  in  the  December 
issue. 

I  think  it  safe  to  say  that  very  few  of  us 
trouble  to  act  upon  the  knowledge  that  a 
watch  is  a  piece  of  mechanism,  and,  as 
such,  must  be  cleaned  and  oiled  occasionally. 
We  realize  this  necessity  in  larger  objects, 
from  a  locomotive  to  a  sewing  machine,  but 
with  regard  to  watches  (and  clocks)  we 
most  of  us  ignore  the  fact  entirely. 
Replacement  of  badly-worn  parts  is  next 
to  impossible  at  present.  A  reliable  watch- 
maker told  me  that  a  watch  requires 
looking  over  and  oiling  every  eighteen 
months  or  so,  and  it  should  be  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  oiled  every  three  years.  This 
sounds  reasonable. 

I  think  it  probable  that  a  St.  Dunstaner's 
watch  collects  dust  more  quickly  than  an 
ordinary  watch,  and  as  a  consequence  needs 
careful  attention  even  more  frequently. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Alan  McElligott. 
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"Mn    itemorp" 


Private  Rupert  J.  D.  Graves 
(3rd  Canadian  Expeditionary  Force) 
With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  Rupert  Graves. 

In  Canada  at  the  outbreak  of  the  last  war,  he  joined  the  Canadian  Forces,  with  which  he  was 
serving  when  he  was  wounded  at  Givenchy,  in  June,  1915.     As  a  result  he  was  totally  blinded. 

He  entered  St.  Dunstan's  in  September  of  that  year,  and  after  training,  secured  a  post  in  a 
commercial  office,  but  subsequently  retrained  as  a  masseur,  and  carried  on  with  this  profession 
for  a  number  of  years.  Eventually  he  had  to  give  up  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  of  late  years 
will  be  well  remembered  by  many  St.  Dunstaners  as  a  teacher  of  braille  shorthand  at  Headquarters. 
After  the  outbreak  of  war  he  joined  the  staff  at  Church  Stretton,  teaching  braille  to  the  new  war 
men,  and  he  continued  this  work  up  to  within  a  few  days  of  his  death.  He  died  at  Tiger  Hall 
on  January  18th,  and  was  buried  at  Church  Stretton. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  two  daughters,  the  youngest  of  whom 
is  serving  in  the  A.T.S. 
(An  appreciation  appears  in  Church  Stretton  Notes,  p.  5). 

Private  John  Thomas  Lath 
(1st  Devon  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  J.  T.  Lath,  of  Sheffield. 

Enlisting  at  the  very  outset  of  the  last  war,  he  was  blinded  at  Langwyn  as  early  as  October, 
1914.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's,  where  he  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  mat- maker,  and 
he  carried  on  with  one  of  these  occupations  for  a  considerable  period ;  of  late  years,  however, 
he  was  only  occupied  with  light  rug-work. 

His  death  took  place  in  hospital  on  January  27th  ;  he  had  been  taken  ill  only  a  few  days  before. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  many  flowers, 
which  also  included  one  from  the  Old  Contemptibles'  Association,  who  were  represented 
at  the  funeral.     A  Union  Jack  covered  the  coffin.  - 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  the  widow  and  large  family,  who  are  left  to  mourn  his  loss .  . 
All  members  of  the  family  were  able  to  be  present  at  the  funeral,  with  the  exception  of  one 
son,  Samuel,  who  is  in  the  Middle  East. 

Petty  Officer  James  D.  Adamson 
(Royal  Navy) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  D.  Adamson,  of  Chatham. 

A  serving  sailor  when  the  last  war  broke  out — fie  enlisted  at  the  age  of  18 — he  came  to 
St.  Dunstan's  in  1921,  but  did  not  take  up  training  until  1935.  He  had  been  in  indifferent  health 
for  many  years,  so  that  his  death,  on  January  2nd,  was  not  entirely  unexpected. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Chatham  Old  Cemetery.     The  coffin,  which  was  draped  with  the 
Union  Jack,  was  born  to  its  resting  place  by  naval  men.     Among  the  many  flowers  was  a  wreath 
•     from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  in  her  loss. 

Private  Charles  Oppery 
(6th  South  Wales  Borderers) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  C.  Oppery,  of  Bristol. 

Wounded  at  Ploegstraat  in  March,  1918,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1918,  and  he  tookmp 
training  in  mat-making  and  basket  work.  He  followed  these  occupations  until  1926,  when  poor 
health  forced  him  to  give  up  work.  Later  he  took  up  wool  rug  work.  He  had  been  subject  to 
fits  since  1930,  and  although  at  first  he  recovered  from  them  rapidly,  as  time  went  on  they 
became  more  frequent ;  his  health,  as  a  result,  grew  considerably  worse,  and  he  died  suddenly 
on   January   13th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  local  cemetery ;  the  coffin  was  covered  with  the  Union  Jack 
and  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  placed  upon  it.  St. 
Dunstaner  A.   Tucker  attended  the  ceremony. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Fussell,  who  has  looked  after  him  all 
the  years  we  have  known  him. 

Births  Deaths 

Homan. — To  the  wife  of  D.   Homan,  of  We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the 

Cork,  on  January  20th — a  son,   Daniel  following  : — 

Alphonsus.  McLeod. — To   S.   McLeod,  of  Crickland, 

Underwood. — To    the    wife    of    W.    A.  whose  wife  died  on  January  31st,  after 

Underwood,  of  Alton,  on  February  2nd  a  long  illness. 

—a  son,  their  first  child.  Millen.— To  G.  A.  Millen,  late  of  Birch- 

Varley. — To   the  wife  of  E.   Varley,   of  ington,-  and  now  of  Cirencester,  who  has 

Erdington,  Birmingham,  on  February  1st,  lost  his  mother  and  his  aunt  as  a  result 

a  son — Graham  Ernest. of    enemy    action. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Our  Staff  on  Service 

I  HAVE  frequently  made  reference  in  these  notes  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  St.  Dunstaners 
who  are  on  active  service,  and  the  Editor  publishes  regular  notes  of  their  names  and 
activities  and  promotions  and  any  other  information  that  is  sent  in  by  parents. 
It  occurs  to  me  just  for  once  to  write  a  note  about  members  of  our  staff,  and  to  ask 
the  Editor  to  print  a  list  of  the  members  who  are  on  service,  stating  the  job  they  had 
with  us  and  what  they  are  now  doing  in  the  services.  Some  of  the  names  will  be  more 
familiar,  some  less  so,  but  to  all  I'm  sure  St.  Dunstaners  will  wish  "  good  luck."  We  have 
been  very  fortunate  in  our  staff,  and  they  have  always  given  us  of  their  best. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  St.  Dunstan's  started  in  1915  and  reached  its  busiest  time 
from,  say,  1917  to  1921  or  1922.  Many  of  the  staff  came  to  us  during  the  later  war  years 
and  they  were  consequently  a  little  older  than  we  were,  and  in  many  cases  either  unfit  for" 
service  or  had  themselves  been  wounded.  Thus  a  considerable  number  of  our  senior 
staff  are  too  old  for  active  service  in  this  war,  but  they  are  carrying  on  with  very  important 
national  work  in  our  own  organisation. 

While  there  have  been  one  or  two  cases  of  deferment  for  a  few  months,  while 
replacement  was  considered,  there  have  been  no,  exemptions  from  military  service  amongst 
those  of  our  staff  who  are  of  the  ages  for  being  called  up.  This  is  just  as  it  should  be, 
for  all  must  play  their  part  who  can  possibly  be  spared.  But  it  has  made  the  carrying  on 
of  our  work,  much  of  which  is  specialised  and  skilled,  very  difficult,  and  we  all  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  older  ones  for  working  longer  hours  and  under  greater  difficulties 
in  order  to  help  us  out. 

Overseas  Men 

The  first  American  to  be  blinded  in  the  European  theatre  of  war  arrived  at  St.  Dunstan's 
;just  before  Christmas.  I  learn  that  another  is  expected,  presumably  from  North  Africa. 
^A  DutEhrhan  and  a  Pole  ai »  still  in  training  with  us,  and  there  hav^  been  two  members 
of  the -Free  French  Forces.  A  recent  arrival  was  a  Canadian,  and  there  is  another  Canadian 
in  our  St.  Dunstan's  group  in  the  prison  camp  in  Germany.  Yet  a  third  Canadian  came 
to  us  for  a  brief  time  some  months  ago.  I#learn  that  there  are  three  or  four  more  Canadians 
already  in  Canada  who  were  blinded  by  accidents  of  various  kinds,  and  there  are  four  or 
five  Australians  in  the  Commonwealth  who  were  presumably  sent  straight  home  there 
from  the  Middle  East.  A  British  officer  from  India  is  now  in  our  home  in  South  Africa 
on  the  way  home  to  England,  and  I  learned  only  a  day  or  two  ago  of  another  British  officer 
blinded  in  Burma.  Thus  St.  Dunstan's  has  its  contacts  and  its  problems  all  over  the  world. 
It  adds  to  the  difficulties  of  early  blindness  when  a  young  fellow  is  far  away  from  home, 
and  it  is  one  of  our  most  earnest  desires  that  our  Hospital  and  Training  Centre  in  Church 
Stretton  or  our  homes  and  units  in  various  parts  of  the  world  should  be  of  assistance. 

IAN  FRASER. 
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A  Fine  Family  Record 

Lieut.  Commander  John  Kirwin,  the 
grandson  of  C.  E.  Watson,  of  Widnes,  has 
been  invested  by  the  King  with  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Medal  for  gallantry  in 
sinking  two  submarines. 

He  carries  on  a  magnificent  family  record 
of  service. 

His  great  grandfather,  Lieut.  Isaac 
Watson,  of  the  Black  Watch,  won  the 
Victoria  Cross,  which  he  received  personally 
from  Queen  Victoria,  and  his  grandfather, 
our  St.  Dunstaner,  is  a  veteran  of  the  South 
African  War  as  well  as  of  the  Great  War. 

War-Blinded  Actor's  Success 

Many  congratulations  to  Esmond  Knight, 
the  well-known  stage  and  film  actor,  who 
was  blinded  in  the  Bismarck  action,  while 
serving  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  who  has 
made  a  most  successful  return  to  the  screen. 

His  first  film,  "  The  Silver  Fleet,"  is  a 
fine  story  of  sabotage  in  a  Dutch  submarine- 
building  yard,  and  we  recommend  St. 
Dunstaners  to  see  it. 

This  is  what  some  of  the  newspapers  said 
of  his  performance  : — 

"  Esmond  Knight,  triumphing  over  his 
blindness,  gives  a  truly  magnificent  per- 
formance."— Daily  Sketch. 

"  Not  till  the  end  of  to-night's  premiere 
of  *  The  Silver  Fleet '  did  I  realise,  from 
a  glance  at  my  programme,  that  one  of  the 
principal  parts  had  been  played  by  Mr. 
Esmond  Knight.  Mr.  Knight  is  the  first 
sightless  actor,  on  either  stage  or  screen, 
to  have  played  the  part  of  a  sighted  person. 
It  is  a  truly  wonderful  performance." — 
Yorkshire  Post. 

"  Esmond  Knight,  the  blind  actor,  has 
a  big  part  as  the  Gestapo  officer.  He  is 
remarkably  good." — Evening  Standard. 

"  Particularly  effective  is  Esmond  Knight, 
whose  playing  is  a  wonderful  triumph  over 
blindness." — Daily  Herald. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are  celebrating  their  silver  wedding  anniver- 
saries :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Shields,  Rayleigh, 
January  29th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Vigar, 
Exmouth,  February  11th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Russell,  Gorton,  Manchester,  February 
23rd  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Blundell,  Eton, 
March  21st. 


Serving  Members  of  St.  Dunstan's 
Staff 


Name 

Dept, 

Service 

W.  G.  Adamson 

.  Trading 

Royal  Marines 

R.  J.  Argent... 

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.O.C. 

L.  J.  Austin 

.  Ovingdean 

RA.F. 

F.  J.  Baker 

.  Appeals  ... 

R.C.S. 

A.  Bartlett 

.  Trading  ... 

R.C.S. 

W.  T.  Berry.... 

.  Accounts.. 

.  R.A.F. 

C.  E.  Brooks 

.  Stationery 

Pioneer  Corps 

S.  Broster     ... 

.  Appeals  ... 

R.A.F. 

Miss  V.  Burley 

.  Appeals  ... 

Women's  Land 

Army 
R.A.F. 

H.  Cattermole 

.  Massage  ... 

H.  S.  Christopher  .. 

.  Appeals  ... 

R.A.F. 

V.  H.  Clackson 

.  Trading  ... 

Pioneer  Corps 

F.  Coppard    ... 

.  Ovingdean 

H.  Copsey       

.  Technical 

Aircraft 

Visitor 

Factory 

J.  Dawkins 

.  Men's 

Household 

Sports 

Cavalry 

V.Drake       ... 

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.O.C. 

R.  J.  Ellis 

.  Appeals  ... 

R.A. 

F.  H.  Gale    ... 

.  Appeals  ... 

Royal  Navy 

A.  J.  Gaskin 

.  Trading  ... 

R.A. 

Miss  D.  Grant 

.  Appeals  ... 

A.T.S. 

F.  J.  Grover 

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.S.C. 

A.  L.  Gumbrell 

.  Ovingdean 

S.  C.  Hall     

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.P.C. 

W .  Harrop-Griffiths 

i  Appeals  ... 

P.  Haycock 

.  Church 
Stretton 

Mrs,  P.  Hearn 

,  Appeals  ... 

Civil    Defence 
Nursing 

Miss  J.  Hobbs 

.  Trading  ... 

A.T.S. 

Miss  M.  Johnson 

,  Appeals  ... 

A.T.S. 

Miss  J.  KlLLICK 

,  Appeals  ... 

W.A.A.F. 

J.  Knight      

.  Trading 

R.A.O.C. 

A.  Knowlton 

,  Trading  ... 

Royal  Fusiliers 

G.  E.  Lee       

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.O.C. 

A  D.  Lloyds 

.  Secretarial 

R.A. 

G.  McLaren 

Trading  . . . 

Recce.  Corps 

M.  MlISTCHIN 

.  Trading  ... 
.  Ovingdean 

R.A. 

G.  J.  Oakley 

R.A.F. 

Miss  Owen 

.  Secretarial 

W.R.N.S. 

R.  W.Paul 

.  Ovingdean 

Royal  Navy 

W.  G.  T.  Pook 

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.O.C. 

C.  E.  RoberIs 

.  Trading  ... 

A.R.P. 

Miss  E.  Robertson  .. 

.  Appeals  ... 

A.T.S. 

G.  Samworth 

.  Trading  ... 
.  Ovingdean 

Royal  Navy 

G.  Sands        

R.A.M.C. 

Miss  M.  Saunders    . . 

.  Appeals  ... 

Women's  Land 

- 

Army 

A.  O.  O.  Smyth 

.  Welfare   ... 

Royal  Navy 

G.  Stevenson 

.  Estate 

R.A.F. 

E.  Stocker    ... 

.  Trading  ... 

Pioneer  Corps 

G.  Syrett      

.  Ovingdean 

D.  Tacon       

.  Trading  ... 

R.A.F. 

Miss  M.  J.  Trevillion  Secretarial 

W.A.A.F. 

W.  Webster 

.  Ovingdean 

Roval  Artillery 

R.J.White 

.  Appeals  ... 

R.A.F. 

F.  A.  Wilkinson 

,  Ovingdean 

Royal  ArtiJlerv 

].  C.  Willington     ... 

Trading  ... 

I.T.C. 

R.  W.  Willoughby  ... 

Appeals  ... 

Middlesex 

G.  E.  C.  Zippei.        . . .  Trading 


Regiment 
R.A.M.C. 


Of  the  above,  we  regret  to  record  that  F.  Coppard 
is  feared  killed,  and  A.  D.  Lloyds  reported  missing. 
R.  W.  Willoughby  is  a  prisoner  of  war. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

As  we  are  having  April  in  February, 
perhaps  we  shall  have  June  in  March,  then 
we  might  start  outdoor  sports.  Meanwhile 
we  have  continued  that  course  of  "  brain 
polishing "   we  reported   last   month. 

Our  programme  has  included  two  talks, 
one  from  Mr.  Way,  Head  of  the  Massage 
Dept.  at  the  N.I.B.,  under  whose  care  our 
massage  students  are  trained.  He  was 
staying  with  us  for  a  few  days  and  in  a 
half-hour  talk  he  gave  us  some  very  useful 
hints  from  his  own  personal  experience, 
having  lost  his  sight  fifty  years  ago,  at  the 
age  of  eleven. 

He  advocated  reading  braille  in  preference 
to  listening  to  Talking  Books,  and  advised 
learners  to  read  something  light  and 
enjoyable — detective  stories,  for  example — 
to  memorise  poetry  and  music,  not  only  in 
order  to  train  the  memory  but  to  while 
away  time  and  save  boredom  when 
travelling  alone,  when  the  fellow  passengers 
are  often  too  shy  to  attempt  to  break  the 
monotony.  He  is  all  for  independence 
but  not  foolhardiness,  and  even  favours  the 
bugbear  of  the  average  St.  Dunstaner — the 
white  stick.  (What  a  week-end  of  leg- 
pulling  there  was  for  the  first  man  who 
brought  one  down  to  the  Brighton  annexe  !) 
He  asked  us  to  receive  offers  of  help  in  the 
spirit  in  which  they  were  given. 

Another  visitor  was  the  Bishop  of  Nassau, 
whose  diocese  comprises  hundreds  of  islands 
scattered  over  a  large  tract  of  ocean.  In  a 
short  and  breezy  talk,  he  touched  on  some 
of  the  problems  of  Colonial  life  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  where  the  standard  of 
education  of  the  large  population  is 
appallingly  low,  and  the  British  Government 
is  at  the  moment  making  great  efforts  to 
cope  with  the  problem. 

On  the  4th  we  had  our  own  "  Brains 
Trust  "  meeting,  when  seven  people  selected 
by  the  Entertainments  Committee  appeared 
on  the  scaffold  and  were  quite  kindly  treated 
by  the  audience,  for  they  were  not  subjected 
to  that  heckling  and  gruelling  Intelligence 
Test  which  some  of  them  were  dreading. 
The  Director,  as  question  master,  was  a 
perfect  Donald  McCulloch. 

The  novelty  of  the  month,  however,  was 
the  Hidden  Talent  Competition.  Each  of 
the  fourteen  items  had  been  kept  a  profound 
secret.  Most  of  us  had  written  to  our  home- 
folk,  asking  them  to  point  out  any  talent 


we  had  ever  shown.  Alas,  no  favourable 
symptoms  were  reported.  However,  the 
result  was  a  splendid  show  and  we  hope 
that  some  of  the  talent  revealed  will  be 
utilised  at  our  coming  Fete  in  "  Wings  for 
Victory  "  week. 

To  mention  but  a  few  of  the  items — Miss 
Nancy  Carroll  opened  with  a  charming  little 
piano  solo,  Mr.  Kitson  was  a  clever 
ventriloquist  with  Joe  Walch  as  his  human 
doll,  S.  Blackmore  was  revealed  as  a  real 
singer  and  gave  a  couple  of  songs  in  Devon 
dialect.  Then  we  were  almost  reduced  to 
maudlin  tears  by  Bob  Fullard's  rendering  of 
Mark  Antony's  funeral  oration  over  Julius 
Caesar  ;  and  Orderly  Freeland  restored  our 
spirits  by  a  monologue  in  which  he  depicted 
his  daily  sufferings  as  a  shy  and  nervous  man. 
This  emboldened  Peter  Piper  to  recite  some 
poems  of  his  own  composition. 

The  Judges,  Mrs.  Bankes-Williams,  Mr. 
Banks,  and  Mr.  Ralph,  awarded  first  prize 
for  the  serious  items  to  S.  Blackmore  and 
Piper,  and  for  the  less  serious  items  to  the 
Walch-Kitson    combination. 

The  second  Cribbage  Tournament  fol- 
lowed close  on  the  first  and  is  exciting  much 
interest ;  in  fact,  it  has  developed  into  a  sort 
of  Derby  with  a  sweepstake  patronised  by 
most  of  the  community.  We  hope  to 
announce  the  result  in  next  month's  notes. 

On  the  19th  we  were  visited  by  another 
E.N.S.A.  Party,  and  on  the  25th  spent 
another  social  evening  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Ludlow  ladies.  On  the  5th  we  enter- 
tained the  members  of  the  local  branch  of 
the  British  Legion  to  dominoes  and  an 
impromptu  concert. 

The  following  have  passed  their  tests 
during  the  month  : — 

Typing — P.  Saywell. 

Braille  Writing—  R.  Waas. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint)  — V.  Dale. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline)  — W.  Glover. 

Admitted  to  Hospital — L.A.C.  M.  R. 
Hackett,  R.A.F.  (35),  Aldershot ;  Pte.  G.  P. 
Buchanan,  Canadian  Army  (30),  Prince 
Albert;  L.A.C.  R.  Britton,  R.A.F.  (38), 
Blackpool;  F/O.  H.  Rogers,  R.A.F.  (23), 
St.  Ives  ;  C.S.I.  J.  W.  P.  Delaney,  H.G.  (29), 
Manchester ;  Pte.  T.  Brougham,  King's 
Liverpools  (33),  Liverpool ;  Sergt.  W.  G. 
Morris,  R.A.F.  (22),  London. 

Transferred  to  Training. — Pte.  G.  P. 
Buchanan,  C.S.I.  J.  W.  P.  Delaney,  and 
Pte.  T.  Brougham. 
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Ten   Little   Longmynd   Boys 

(An  entry  in  the  Hidden  Talent  Competition) 

Ten  little  Longmynd  boys  brailled  a  lower  sign, 
One  put  dot  4  in  and  then  there  were  nine. 

Nine  little  Longmynd  boys  typing  rather  late, 
One  got  wrapped  in  ribbons  and  then  there  were 

eight. 
Eight  little  Longmynd  boys  thought  the  chip-shop 

heaven, 
One  chipped  himself  in  two  and  then  there  were 

seven. 
Seven  little  Long  nynd  boys  at  their  rug-shop  tricks. 
One  netted  round  himself  and  then  there  were  six. 

Six  little  Lorg  v.ynd  boys  going  down  the  drive, 
One  got  lost  at  Belmont  and  then  there  were  five. 

Five  little  Lorg  nynd  boys  at  the  boot-shop  door. 
One  lost  his  sole  to  it  and  then  there  were  four. 

Four  little  Longmynd  boys  hard  at  basketry, 
One  played  a  false  stroke  and  then  there  were  three. 

Three  little  Longmynd  boys  at  dot  5  W, 
One  overslept  himself  and  then  there  were  two. 

Two  little  Longmynd  boys  learning  how  to  'phone, 
One  called  himself  away  and  then  there  was  one. 

One  little  Longmynd  boy  brooding  all  alone, 
Took  to  chicken  hatching  and  then  there  were  none. 

Marriages 

Edith,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R. 
Newell,  of  Barrfurlong,  to  Mr.  Eric  J.  Treby, 
June  30th,  1942. 

Thomas,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Keegan, 
Cork,  to  Miss  Peggy  Hook,  February  20th. 

Joan  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Sida,  Lovedean,  to  Trooper  John  Ellis  (New 
Brunswick,  Canada),  December  22nd. 

Kathleen,  daughter  of  Mrs.  S.  Wright, 
Bradford,  to  Lance  Corporal  R.  Shepherd, 
R.A.C.,  February  1st. 

Gwyneth  Marian  Batty,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Batty,  Killamarsh,  to  Mr. 
Raymond  Thorpe,  November  28th. 

Henry  James  Eaton  Hill  (Royal  Artillery), 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Hill,  Devizes, 
to  Miss  Ivy  Peggy  Williams,  January  9th. 

Ada  Lath,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Lath,  Sheffield,  to  Mr.  Arthur  Lawson, 
January  23rd. 

Evelyn  Doris  Radford,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Radford,  Castle  Cary, 
to  Cpl.  Henry  R.  Oliver,  Jersey  Battalion, 
Hampshire  Regiment,  January  6th. 

Doris  Rose,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Rose,  of  North  Berwick,  to  Mr.  Charles 
James  Denniss,  January  2nd. 

Phyllis  Warren,  A.T.S.,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Warren,  Macclesfield,  to  Lce./Cpl. 
Cecil  James  Gould,  January  30th. 


Colonel  G.  L.  Thornton 

Many  St.  Dunstaners  will  remember 
Colonel  G.  L.  Thornton,  c.b.e.,  m.c,  t.d., 
r.a.m.c,  and  his  help  with  regard  to  pension 
matters  in  the  early  days,  and  the  pleasure 
we  had  of  welcoming  him  as  our  guest  at  a 
number  of  West  Country  reunions.  They 
will  be  distressed  to  know  that  he  has 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  wife,  his  house,  and 
his  household  by  enemy  action.  The 
Chairman  wrote  and  conveyed  to  Colonel 
Thornton  the  sympathy  of  all  St.  Dunstaners 
in  this  grievous  loss.  In  his  reply,  he  says  : 
"  Amongst  the  kindness  that  seems  to  pour 
in  upon  me  by  every  post,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  name  any  letter  that  brings  more 
strengthening  consolation  than  yours  from 
St.  Dunstan's.  Having  so  many  who  have 
graduated  from  St.  Dunstan's  amongst  my 
friends,  I  can  derive  from  your  letter,  in 
addition  to  sympathy,  the  spirit  to  carry  on 
whole-heartedly  with  the  work  which  has 
been  entrusted  to  me  for  the  period  of  the 
war." 

Colonel  Thornton  was  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Medical  Services,  Ministry  of 
Pensions,  Exeter  ;  he  retired  in  1937,  but 
was  called  back  from  retirement  during  the 
war  and  is  now  serving  again. 

Repeat  Performance 

W.  A.  Muggeridge,  of  Great  Bookham,  had 
to  deal  with  an  awkward  client  last  month. 

As  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Citizens' 
Advice  Bureau,  he  was  interviewing  an 
enquirer  when  a  man  came  in,  hit  him  on 
the  chin  and  knocked  him  to  the  floor.  It 
appeared  he  had  a  grievance  against 
Muggeridge  and  the  Bureau  about  a  question 
of  compensation  for  his  wife. 

The  noise  attracted  attention,  the  police 
were  called,  and  the  man  was  arrested. 

At  Epsom  Police  Court  he  was  fined  £5, 
with  two  guineas  costs.  He  refused  to 
pay  and,  after  an  interval,  he  was  brought 
before  the  court  again.  Alternative  to 
paying — fourteen  days.  Again  he  was 
removed  and  came  back  a  third  time  and 
agreed  to  be  bound  over.  He  was  told 
his  case  would  be  dealt  with  later,  but  on 
being  removed  to  the  cell  he  made  such  a 
disturbance  that  he  was  detained. 

One  more  appearance  in  the  court — this 
time  charged  with  damaging  the  police  cell ! 

Footnote  :  Muggeridge  is  quite  unruffled 
and  carrying  on  as  energetically  as  ever. 
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Commons  to  Discuss  War  Pensions 

From  the  "  Daily  Sketch"  March  12th,  1943 : 

The  position  of  ex-Service  and  last- war  pensioners, 
both  in  regard  to  appeal  tribunals  for  those  dis- 
satisfied with  the  decisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  pension  rates,  will  be  raised  in  the 
House  of  Commons  soon. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  (Con.,  Lonsdale),  who  has  taken 
a  leading  part  in  the  welfare  of  ex-Servicemen,  has 
the  support  of  members  of  all  parties  for  a  motion 
which  covers  both  these  subjects. 

He  told  me  that  the  position  about  appeal  tribunals 
is  that  the  Ministry  6f  Pensions  are  both  advocate 
and  judge  in  their  own  case.  He  believed  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  grievance  ran  into  many 
thousands,  but  the  figure  was  secret. 

In  regard  to  pension  rates,  he  pointed  out  that 
the  Beveridge  Report  said  that  the  minimum 
subsistence  level  was  represented  by  £2  a  week  for 
a  married  couple. 

In  1919  the  pension  for  the  totally  disabled 
soldier  was  fixed  at  £2  a  week.  When  the  cost  of 
living  dropped  the  pension  became  worth  more 
and  it  has  always  been  our  pride  to  claim  that  we 
gave  our  disabled  soldiers  something  more  than  a 
minimum  subsistence  level. 

The  alteration  in  the  standards  of  living  caused 
by  the  war  had  led  to  the  position  in  which  severely 
disabled  soldiers  were  now  living  on  a  subsistence 
level,  without  any  element  in  their  income  to  give 
them  small  comforts  and  amenities. 

The  case  was  worse  for  the  disabled  men  in  this 
war,  for  they  received  only  37s.  6d.  per  week,  and 
if  they  married  or  had  children  after  they  were  ; 
wounded  they  got  no  allowances. 

Sir  Ian  added :  "  The  ex-Service  community 
ha-ve  been  very  patient,  perhaps  too  patient,  and 
the  time  has  come  when  their  spokesmen  in  the 
House  should  voice  the  view  that  they  must  receive 
a  larger  purchasing  power,  which  means  a  larger 
share  of  the  nation's  wealth. 

"  It  is  not  only  right  to  press  the  claim  of  the 
disabled  soldier  now,  but  it  is  expedient  to  show 
the  young  men  in  the  Forces  that  there  are  thosejn 
Parliament  and  outside  who  are  determined  to  see 
that  ex-soldiers  and  old  soldiers  are  looked  after." 

Mr.  Eden,  Leader  of  the  House,  promised 
yesterday  to  consider  Sir  Ian's  request  for  a  day 
to  discuss  his  motion  on  disability  pensions. 

It  proposes  that  pensions  and  allowances  should 
supply  more  than  the  mere  subsistence  needs  of 
ex-Service  men  and  women,  or  dependants  who 
survive  them.  Something  should  be  allowed  for 
comfort. 

Independent  appeal  tribunals  are  urged  to  ensure 
that  all  claimants  get  fair  treatment.  It  is  also 
suggested  that  present  payment  rates  should  be 
increased  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living  since 
they  were  fixed. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  Editor,  "  St.   Dunstan's  Review  " 
Talking  Book  Records 

Dear  Sir, 

I  liked  Sir  Ian's  article  about  Talking 
Book  records.  I  hope  the  warning  will  help 
to  save  many  records. 

I  find  the  best  way  to  put  the  needle  on 
the  record  is  to  hold  the  pick-up  with  the 
fore-finger  and  thumb,  letting  the  thumb 
come  down  about  half-an-inch  below  the 
bottom  edge  of  the  pick-up  ;  then  one  can 
feel  the  edge  of  the  record  with  one's 
thumb.  With  a  steady  hand  the  record 
should  start  all  right.  If  the  lid  of  the 
carton  is  used  to  put  the  used  records  in 
after  they  have  been  played,  they  would  not 
get  mixed  up.  I  put  the  record  into  the 
paper  cover  as  soon  as  it  has  been  used  and 
turn  the  whole  lot  into  the  bottom  half  of 
the  carton. 

Yours  sincerely,  A.  F.  Groves. 
Ashford,  Kent.      _ 

The  Editor,  "  St.   Duns  tan's  Review  " 
Gardening  and   Reading   Braille 

Dear  Sir, 

Last  year  was  my  first  as  a  gardener,  and 
by  the  close  application  of  knowledge 
gleaned  from  such  sources  as  braille 
gardening  book,  Mr.  Ferguson's  pamphlets, 
and  Mr.  Middleton's  talks,  I  achieved  some 
remarkable  results.  They  were  so  good, 
in  fact,  that  I  was  almost  compensated  for 
my  broken  finger  nails,  lumbago,  rheumat- 
ism, and  son  of  toil  hands.  The  last-named 
condition  seriously  alarmed  me  at  first, 
because  it  reduced  my  reading  speed 
considerably.  But  by  wearing  a  finger 
stall,  however,  and  by  keeping  my  finger  as 
much  as  possible  out  of  the  way,  I  managed 
to  preserve  my  sense  of  touch.  I  advise  all 
those  who  would  garden  and  read  braille 
to  do  likewise. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Anglesey.  Allen  Caldwell. 

Death 

Wilkes. — We  extend  our  deep  sympathy 
to     A.     Wilkes,     of    Oswestry,     whose 

.  mother,  with  whom  he  lived,  has  passed 
away. 

Prisoner  of  War 

Paddy,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Power, 
late  of  Ireland,  and  now  of  Weedon, 
Northants,  is  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Italy, 
after  having  been  reported  missing. 
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Australian  News 

G.  Riseley,  of  Woodbridge,  Tasmania, 
writes  : — 

"  A  Repatriation  Committee  has  been  set 
up  by  the  Government,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Capt.  Marriott,  St.  Dunstan's 
representative,  for  the  purpose  of  rehabilita- 
tion of  blinded  soldiers  who  return  to  this 
State,  and  I  have  been  selected  by  the 
soldiers'  executive  to  serve  as  their  repre- 
sentative on  this  Committee.  Besides  being 
very  gratifying,  this  will  be  of  great  interest 
to  me,  in  an  endeavour  to  treat  these  men 
on  the  lines  of  St.  Dunstan's,  as  far  as  the 
Government  will  go." 

We  wish  these  representatives  of  St. 
Dunstan's  work  in  Australia  every  success. 

Press  Cuttings 

From  the  "  Star,"  February  23rd  :-— 

Byron  H.  Webb,  who  is  23,  and  blind,  has 
just  started  to  teach  men  of  the  U.S.  Signal 
Corps  to  repair  radio  sets  in  the  dark. 

A  degree  in  physical  science  has  been 
awarded  to  Webb,  who  does  his  instructing 
in  a  blacked-out  laboratory.  He  has  studied 
radio  for  several  years. 

Army  authorities  saw  the  usefulness  of  his 
skill  in  the  training  of  signallers  to  make 
emergency  repairs  in  darkness. 

•        *        • 
From  the  "  Darlington  and  Stockton  Times" 
February  6th : — 

There  was  a  big  bet  made  the  other  day 
that  a  blind  jockey  had  never  ridden  in  a 
race  and  that  a  blind  trainer  had  never  pre- 
pared winners.  I  have  been  appealed  to  as 
adjudicator  (writes  J.  Fairfax-Blakeborough). 

There  is  one  recorded  instance  of  a  totally 
blind  professional  jockey  continuing  to  ride 
in  public  after  he  had  lost  his  sight.  He  was 
William  McCilvray.  His  father  had  the 
Blackshiels  Inn  at  Fala,  near  Edinburgh, 
and,  after  he  had  lost  his  sight,  Willie  rode 
only  on  the  Scottish  courses  with  which  he 
was  familiar. 

The  only  blind  trainer  of  whom  I  have 
any  record  is  Edgar  Cox.  with  whom  the 
Yorkshire  jockey,  E.  Crossley,  was  first 
associated  when  he  went  to  the  West  Indies 
from  Ayr.  Cox  once  told  me  that  he  could 
distinguish  each  horse  he  had  in  training  by 
the  sound  of  its  hooves. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Best,  Trooper  L.  W.  (Goole),  R.A.C. 
Colclough,  O/S.  A.,  Royal  Navy. 
Doyle,  Pte.  R.  M.,  Devonshire  Regiment. 
Kirk,  A.C2  Joe  (Lancing,)  Royal  Air  Force* 


From  the  "  Soviet  War  News"  February  12th : — -m 
After  they  took  Cherkessk  in  the  summer 
of  1942,  the  Germans  proceeded  to  exterm- 
inate all  the  Jews  wholesale.  Seven  hundred 
and  eleven  Jewish  families  were  utterly 
wiped  out. 

Only  four  Jewish  families  succeeded  in 
escaping.  Two  of  them  hid  in  ravines  near 
the  city.  The  other  two  were  saved  by  a 
blind  old  man,  who  hid  them  in  the  loft  of 
his  house.  Being  blind,  he  aroused  no 
suspicion  among  the  Germans. 

Every  night  he  climbed  up  to  the  loft 
to  share  his  scanty  food  with  the  two 
families.  He  helped  them  in  this  way  for 
eight  months. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

The  son  of  the  late  W.  Moore,  of 
Southport,  a  corporal  in  the  Scots  Guards, 
is  home  on  leave  after  five  years  in  the 
Middle  East.  He  was  injured  by  bomb 
splinters  near  Fort  Capuzzo. 

•  •        • 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Batty,  of 
Sheffield,  who  is  in  India,  is  to  broadcast  a 
message  home. 

•  •        • 

Masseurs  in  particular  will  hear  with 
pleasure  that  Peggy  Greaves,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Greaves,  of  Sheffield,  has 
passed  the  second  part  of  her  Conjoint 
examination  and  is  now  entitled  to  put  the 
letters  C.S.M.M.G.  after  her  name. 

Promotions 

Benny,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  E.  Skelly,  of  Batley,  has  been  awarded 
his  commission.  ~ 

•  •        • 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Brogan, 
of  Cambridge,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Sergeant  in  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

•  •        • 

Leslie  Blackett,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Blackett,  of  Saltash,  has  been  promoted  to 
Air  Fitter  in  the  Royal  Naval  Air  Service, 
and  has  also  passed  the  test  for  Electrical 
Artificer. 

Killed  in  Action 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Clarke,  of  London, 
S.E.12,  whose  'son,  Stanley,  serving  with 
the  Royal  Navy,  has  been  killed  in  action, 
and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humble,  of  East 
Howden-on-Tyne,  whose  son,  Robert, 
serving  with  the  Merchant  Navy,  must  be 
*'  presumed  killed." 
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St.    Dunstan's    Bridge    Club 

The  5th  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club  was  held  at 
Headquarters  on  Saturday,  February  20th. 

Most  of  the  members  were  present,  and 
unanimously  elected  the  old  Committee, 
H.  Gover,  C.  F.  Thompson,  and  N.  Downs, 
to  remain  in  office.  John  Waller,  Secretary 
of  the  Civil  Service  Bridge  Club,  and  Jack 
Callow,  also  of  that  body,,  were  present  to 
read  minutes,  reports,  and  letters.  Many 
members  of  the  Civil  Service  Bridge  Club  are 
staunch  supporters  of  the  S.D.B.C,  and  it  is 
largely  due  to  their  efforts  that  a  fairly  high 
standard  of  play  now  prevails. 

H.  Gover,  Founder  and  Captain  of  the 
Club,  took  the  chair.  He  told  us  that  Sir 
Ian,  who,  unfortunately,  was  unable  to  be 
with  us,  had  agreed  to  become  the  Club's 
President.  The  members  expressed  their 
sincere  appreciation,  and  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  thank  Sir  Ian  for  his  unfailing 
support.  The  chairman  gave  a  brief  but 
all-embracing  resume  of  last  year's  achieve- 
ments. He  thanked  all  those  who  had 
rendered  such  valuable  assistance  to  the 
Club.  Space  does  not  allow  mention  of  all 
their  names,  but  will  all  concerned  please 
accept  our  grateful  thanks.  The  chairman 
went  on  to  ask  for  even  better  and  keener 
play.  There  is  no  complacency  about  our 
Committee.  There  was  an  impressive 
moment  when,  in  quiet  tones,  he  spoke  of 
Rupert  Graves,  better  known  as  "  Pro,"  in 
whose  passing  we  have  lost  not  only  a 
0  member,  but  also  a  very  dear  friend. 

Resultant  of  the  Chairman's  Report  and 
Agenda,  the  following  were  agreed :  (1) 
That  certain  of  the  Portland  Club  Rules  be 
adopted ;  (2)  Inter-club  League  Matches  to 
be  played  in  Rubber  Bridge  ;  (3)  A  number 
of  Bridge  Drives  to  be  arranged ;  (4) 
Duplicate  Bridge  Matches  with  selected 
Captains  for  peak  Saturdays  ;  (5)  Members' 
subscriptions  to  remain  the  same,  /.*?., 
4s.  a  year ;  (6)  A  sum  of  30s.  to  be  sent  to 
the  Comforts  Fund  ;  (7)  A  sum  of  £2  to  be 
sent  to  the  Red  Cross  to  buy  cigarettes  for 
the  blinded  prisoners  of  war.  These 
matters  have  been  left  in  the  capable  hands 
of  the  Committee.  In  due  course  the 
Rules  and  programme  of  events  will  be 
circulated  to  the  members. 

The  Treasurer,  C.  F.  Thompson,  gave  us 
all  a  pleasant  surprise  when  he  announced 
a  credit  balance  of  £6  4s.  Id.    Collecting 


subscriptions  and  odds  and  ends  of  monies 
is  rather  a  thankless  task,  but  C.F.T.  carries 
this  off  with  such  charm  that  it  is  really  a 
pleasure  to  fork  out. 

Any  St.  Dunstaners,  old  or  new,  inter- 
ested in  the  king  of  card  games,  who  would 
care  to  come  along  some  time  would  be 
cordially  welcomed,  and  Members  would  do 
their  utmost  to  arrange  for  them  to  play. 

J.H. 

Tribute 

At  Nottingham  recently,  Ernie  Roderick, 
the  British  welter-weight  champion,  had  the 
hardest  of  struggles  to  hold  Jackie  Potts,  of 
Crewe.  It  was  only  by  a  close  margin,  after 
a  gruelling  contest,  that  Roderick  won  on 
points.  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  Potts'  fine 
condition  was  due  to  the  work  of  Mr.  R. 
Giffin,  Crewe's  blind  masseur,  in  whose 
hands  he  was  before  the  fight,"  said  the 
local  paper. 

Blackpool  Raffles 

Mrs.  Thomas,  of  Rawden,  sent  us  a 
duchesse  set,  which  we  raffled,  and  the 
handsome  sum  of  £4  was  raised.  It  was 
won  by  a  stranger. 

Later  we  had  a  Concert  in  the  Lounge  and 
raised  £2,  to  which  was  added  the  "  hand- 
some sum  of  4s.,"  which  Printie  raised  by 
raffling  one  cigarette. 

W.  McQuirk  gave  a  cigarette- making 
machine,  for  which  we  raised  £\  5s.  3d. 
It  was  won  by  Mrs.  A.  Thompson,  of 
Sprotborough. 

Mrs.  McQuirk  knitted  three  dolls,  "  The 
Services."  The  sum  of  £2  6s.  was  raised 
and  Miss  M.  McAvoy  was  the  lucky  winner. 

L  McCollester  sent  a  lovely  fibre  door  mat, 
for  which  we  raised  £2  15s.  6d.  It  was  won 
by  Mrs.  Scott,  of  Winsford. 

Miss  Boraston  was  the  very  fortunate 
winner  of  the  half-moon  shaped  woolly  rug, 
made  by  H.  Cooke,  the  wool  being  supplied 
by  J.  Robinson,  of  Blackpool ;  £3  15s.  was 
the  sum  sent  to  the  Comforts  Fund. 

We  have  many  other  things  awaiting  atten- 
tion. The  donors  of  these  gifts  must  not  think 
that  their  efforts  have  been  neglected.  We 
are  proud  to  have  them,  and  when  we  have 
got  down  to  the  last  article  I  think  we  shall 
advertise  in  the  Review  for  more ;  and  for 
such  a  wonderful  cause  as  the  Comforts 
Fund  for  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners,  I  do  not 
mind  being  called 

"  THE  SCROUNGER." 
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Private  James  William  Thomas  Cason 
{4th  Royal  West  Surreys) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  W.  T.  Cason,  of  llchester,  Somerset. 

He  was  not  wounded,  but  his  sight  failed  whilst  he  was  in  hospital,  his  right  eye  being  removed, 
and  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  November,  1917. 

Mrs.  Cason,  to  whom  he  was  very  devoted,  died  in  1931,  and  for  some  years  after  he  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter. 

His  health  began  to  break  up  rapidly,  and  in  1939  he  was  admitted  to  Ovingdean  as  a  permanent 
resident.  At  the  outbreak  of  war  he,  with  other  men,  'was  transferred  to  Melplash,  but  in 
August,  1942,  he  again  went  to  live  with  his  daughter  at  llchester,  where  he  died  on  February  15th. 

The  funeral  took  place  locally,  and  a  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  friends  at 
St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  daughter  in  her  loss. 

Gunner  P.  W.  Draper 
{Royal  Garrison  Artillery) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  P.  W.  Draper,  of  Canterbury. 

He  was  wounded  in  1915,  after  serving  for  thirteen  years,  and  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in 
1930.  He  took  up  poultry  farming,  but  gave  this  up  in  1934  and  contented  himself  with  wool 
rug  making.     His  death  on  February  23rd  came  as  a  great  shock  to  us  all. 

The  funeral  took  place  locally,  a  wreath  being  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at 
St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow. 

Sapper  Herbert  Douglas  Gamble 
(R.N.D.  Engineers) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  H.  D.  Gamble,  of  Hitchin. 

Blinded  by  a  munitions  explosion  in  1918,  he  came  to  us  some  months  later,  since  when  he 
had  interested  himself  in  the  tobacconist  and  confectionery  business  ;  this  he  gave  up  in  1932. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs,  and  could  only  get  about  by  means  of  an  invalid 
chair.     He  then  took  up  centre  cane  work. 

Prior  to  becoming  an  invalid,  Gamble  was  very  keen  on  interior  decorating,  and  wherever 
he  had  lived  he  had  made  many  improvements  in  his  home. 

His  death  on  February  5th  ended  many  years  of  patient  suffering  ;  only  his  great  strength  of 
will  supported  him.  In  accordance  with  his  wishes  he  was  cremated  at  the '  Golders  Green 
Crematorium,  a  wreath  being  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  many  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  in  her  loss. 

Private  H.   T.  Glendennan 
{1\4  King's'  Royal  Rifles) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  J.  Glendennan,  of  Dagenham. 

He  came  to  us  in  February,  1919,  and  spent  his  first  years  as  a  St.  Dunstaner  in  Ireland,  where 
he  followed  an  occupation  as  boot-repairer,  doing  netting  in  his  spare  time.  Unfortunate 
principles  on  the  part  of  his  customers,  however,  made  him  give  up  the  former  occupation,  and 
he  took  up  mat-making.  He  moved  to  England  in  1934,  and  started  at  Raglan  Street  in  the. 
Nursery  Furniture  Department.  When  this  department  closed  down,  in  December,  1939^ 
he  reverted  to  mat-making  again.     He  began  factory  work  in  October,  1941. 

In  October,  1942,  he  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  a  septic  foot.  After  his  discharge  two 
months  later,  he  went  to  Melplash  for  convalescence,  but  became  very  ill  there,  and,  upon 
doctor's  advice,  he  was  sent  back  to  London,  where  he  was  admitted  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Nothing  could  be  done  for  him  and  he  returned  home,  where  his  wife  nursed  him  constantly. 
He  passed  away  on  February  26th.  At  the  funeral,  St.  Dunstaner  J.  J.  Moeller,  of  Dagenham, 
represented  St.  Dunstan's,  and  among  the  many  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his 
comrades.     The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  children  in  their  bereavement. 

First  Class  Stoker  William  Gilbert  Johnson 
(Royal  Naval  Division) 
We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  W.  G.  Johnson,  of  Harrogate. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Great  War  he  was  already  serving,  having  enlisted  in  July,  1910. 
In  March,  1915,  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  loss  of  sight  and  physical  unfitness.  Crippled 
with  rheumatism,  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  train  in  anything  but  the  lightest  craft,  but  he 
did  tackle  typewriting,  string  bags,  and  wool  rugs,  and  did  very  well. 

He  actually  carried  on  with  the  rug-making  right  up  to  a  short  time  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  hospital  in  Harrogate  on  February  8th.  where  he  had  been  admitted  some  fourteen 
days  before.  He  was  very  popular,  and  the  nurses  and  medical  staff  of  the  hospital  paid  high 
tribute  to  his  wonderful  spirits  and  patience.  He  was  cremated,  and  respecting  his  own  special 
wish  that  no  flowers  should  be  sent,  we  did  not  arrange  for  the  usual  wreath  from  Sir  Ian 
and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

We  send  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  wife  and  family. 
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WAR     PENSIONS 
Call  for  Action 

THERE  was  a  full-dress  debate  on  war  pensions  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  23rd. 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  opened  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  pensions  policy  of  the  Government 
and  was  supported  by  members  of  all  parties.  The  matters  raised  in  the  debate  are 
of  such  interest  to  St.  Dunstaners,  old  and  new,  that  we  are  including  as  a  supplement  to 
this  month's  Review  a  verbatim  report  of  the  whole  debate  from  the  Official  Report,  which 
is  commonly  called  "  Hansard."  We  urge  all  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  friends  to  read  this, 
although  it  is  a  long  document,  for  we  feel  sure  it  will  repay  the  effort. 

For  nearly  twenty  years,  but  particularly  during  the  past  three  years,  Sir  Ian  has 
pleaded  and  advocated  the  disabled  men's  cause  by  speech  and  question  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  has  become  the  recognised  leader  of  this  cause  in  the  House,  and  members 
of  all  parties  have  rallied  round  him.  A  few  months  ago  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
House  of  Commons  Branch  of  the  British  Legion,  which  is  a  non-party  rallying  point  for 
those  who  are  interested  in  ex-Service  matters. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  summarise  the  matters  dealt  with  in  the  debate  in  view  of  the 
supplement.  Sir  Ian  Fraser  authorises  us  to  say  that,  although  no  actual  concessions  were 
promised  or  gained,  he  regards  the  debate  as  a  successful  tactical  operation  in  a  much 
larger  campaign.  The  House  of  Commons  has  been  roused  to  give  full  and  considered 
thought  to  this  subject,  and  the  Government  has  been  compelled  to  foreshadow  concessions 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  forthcoming  as  time  goes  on. 

No  small  help  has  been  given  to  the  movement  for  improvement  in  war  pensions  by 
the  newspaper  press  of  the  whole  country.  Hundreds  of  papers  carried  long  and  detailed 
stories  of  our  Chairman's  speech,  and  scores  of  them  ran  favourable  leading  articles  the 
next  day.     This  movement  of  public  opinion  cannot  be  without  its  effect. 

But  action  is  required  now  and  this  is  where  St.  Dunstaners  can  help.  Every  St. 
Dunstaner,  or  friend  of  St.  Dunstaners,  is  urged,  after  he  has  read  the  debate,  to  take  the 
copy  to  other  ex-Servicemen  who  are  his  friends  and  who  live  in  his  locality,  to  ask  them 
to  read  it  and  then  to  talk  the  whole  matter  over  with  them.  It  is  suggested  that  they  should 
then  form  a  deputation,  if  possible  with  the  help  of  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Legion, 
to  call  upon  their  own  Member  of  Parliament  and  to  put  to  him  the  points  which  are  made 
in  the  various  speeches. 

Members  of  Parliament  are  very  much  occupied  with  war-time  matters,  but  it  is  their 
duty  to  attend  to  proposals  brought  before  them  by  their  constituents,  and  nothing  will 
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move  Parliament  to  bring  pressure  upon  the  Government  more  certainly  than  representations 
made  in  the  constituencies  to  the  Members  themselves. 

Now  is  the  time  for  action,  and  every  St.  Dunstanej:  or  other  ex-Service  reader  of  this 
magazine  is  urged  to  play  his  part.  No  recriminations,  and  no  personalities,  should  enter 
into  these  representations,  but  a  plain,  straightforward  case,  based  upon  the  arguments 
so  clearly  brought  out  in  the  debate,  and,  if  possible,  upon  personal  cases  known  to  the 
members  of  the  deputation,  are  what  is  required. 

We  would  like  to  make  it  clear  that  unity  is  strength  and  that  the  more  100  per  cent, 
disabled  men,  that  is  to  say,  the  war-blinded,  the  limbless,  and  others,  on  whose  behalf 
representations  are  made,  the  better.  That  is  why  we  suggest  our  own  readers  make 
contact  with  other  ex- Servicemen. 

Each  deputation  may  formulate  its  own  programme,  based  upon  the  debate  generally, 
and  its  own  knowledge  of  local  cases,  but  we  suggest  the  following  points:  — 

1.  Appeal  tribunals  should  be  set  up  at  once. 

2.  Conditions  and  rates  of  pension  for  this  war  should  immediately  be  raised  to  Great 

War  levels. 

3.  Wives'  and  children's  allowances  should  be  paid  whether  the  man  marries  before  or 

after  his  disability. 

4.  Attendance  allowances  should  be  paid  to  more  of  the  100  per  cent,  disabled,  and 

should  be  more  generous  in  amount. 

Further  copies  of  the  Pensions  Debate  can  be  had  on  application,  and  readers  are 
requested  to  write  to  the  Editor,  and  say  if  they  have  been  able  to  take  any  steps  on  the  lines 
suggested  and,  if  so,  what  they  have  done  and  with  what  result. 

We  are  sure  that  our  Chairman  will  go  on  with  the  good  work  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  is  up  to  ex-Servicemen  all  over  the  country  to  see  that  the  good  work  they  do  in  the 
constituencies  backs  up  this  important  campaign. 


Brief  Notes 

L.  Jackson,  of  Heswall,  is  now  Chairman 
of  the  Heswall  Branch  of  the  British  Legion 
Benevolent  Fund,  as  well  as  President  of 
the  British  Legion  Club,  Heswall. 

•  *        * 

Our  sympathy  to  Tom  Smith,  of  Durham, 
who  was  bombed  out  in  a  recent  raid  ;  to 
F.  A.  Whitehouse,  whose  house  suffered 
considerably,  although  fortunately  he  and 
his  family  were  not  injured  ;  and  to  H. 
Finkle,  who  had  an  unpleasant  experience 
when  the  back  of  the  house  was  badly 
damaged,  but  was  unhurt,  thanks  to  a  table 
shelter. 

•  •        • 

Recent  visitors  to  Headquarters  have 
been  Miss  Solomon,  Cpl.  Major  Dawkins, 
and  Mr.  Ernest  Kessell.  All  send  good 
wishes  to  their  St.  Dunstaner  friends. 

•  •        • 

W.  N.  Stephenson,  of  Woodley,  near 
Reading,  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  made  a 
fine  speech  about  St.  Dunstan's  at  a  big 
Civil  Service  Club  Dance  at  Gillingham — 
his  home  town. 


G.  M.  Jordan,  of  Rhymney,  one  of  our 
shop-keepers,    raised    £3    10s.    for    Mrs. 
Churchill's  Aid  to  Russia  Fund  by  a  raffle 
of  odd  pieces  of  jewellery. 
-k         *         * 

Orderly  Gibbon,  who  was  rushed  to 
hospital  recently  for  an  emergency  opera- 
tion, is  making  very  good  progress. 

New  War  Young  St.  Dunstaners 

The  birth  of  a  baby  girl,  on  January  24th, 
to  the  wife  of  one  of  our  trainees,  W.  Glover, 
of  Birmingham,  makes  the  fourth  baby  born 
whilst  men  were  still  in  training.  The 
others  were  : — 

G.   Etherington,   Windlesham,  daughter 

(Stephanie),  May  15th,  1942. 
H.    White,    Stockport,    son    (Graham), 

September  22nd,  1942. 
C.     Womack,     Sheffield,     son     (Neville 
Roger),'  December  24th;   1942. 
•        •        • 
The  birth  of  a  daughter — Penelope — to 
.the  wife  of  Pilot  Officer  D.  C.  Tufnell,  now 
of  Bristol,   is   also   announced.     She   was 
born  on  April  14th. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

March  has  slipped  by  under  such  genial 
conditions  that  some  braille  lessons  have 
already  been  given  out  on  the  terrace,  and 
winter  clothes  have  become  a  burden.  The 
Alpinists  have  been  out  early.  On  Saturday 
their  most  venturesome  expedition  devel- 
oped into  a  kind  of  steeplechase,  half  the 
party,  including  Matron  Pain,  landing 
precipitately  in  the  stream  at  Callow  Hollow. 
Happily  this  is  not  far  from  the  Crown 
House,  at  which  they  were  considerably 
overdue  for  tea. 

The  neighbourhood  is  watching  with 
interest  quite  a  considerable  number  of  our 
totally-blinded  men  who  are  learning  to 
walk  independently  in  the  village  and  still 
further  afield. 

We  have  had  talks  during  the  month,  not 
only  from  the  Chairman  but  from  another 
old  St.  Dunstaner,  Rex  Furness,  stressing 
the  importance  and  joys  of  gaining  inde- 
pendence. 

The  latter  was  an  analytical  chemist  before 
the  Great  War,  during  which  he  lost  his 
sight  as  the  result  of  an  accident  at  the 
GoVernment  factory  where  he  was  working. 
He  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's  and  is  again 
superintending  work  in  a  Government 
factory.  After  speaking  of  the  many  ways 
in  which  blind  men  have  become  useful 
and  normal  citizens  in  daily  life,  he  took 
as  his  subject  the  use  of  chemicals  in  daily 
life :  (1)  for  food,  as  fertilisers,  and  in 
certain  "  ersatz  "  foodstuffs  ;  (2)  for  clothing 
— synthetic  cottons  and  silks  being  manu- 
factured by  chemical  processes  from  wood- 
pulp  ;  (3)  in  medicine,  and,  finally,  death- 
dealing  weapons.  For  this  last  the  scientist 
is  not  wholly  to  blame — in  some  cases  those 
very  inventions  he  originally  devised  for 
the  benefit  of  the  race  have  been  adapted 
by  others  to  deadly  ends. 

On  the  15th  Sir  Ian  gave  us  a  very  clear 
outline  of  the  Beveridge  Plan.  He  stipu- 
lated that  he  was  merely  stating  Sir  William's 
proposals,  and  not  giving  either  his  own 
or  the  Government's  views  upon  them. 
We  all  appreciated  his  sympathetic  and 
lucid  answers  to  the  many  questions  put 
to  him.  He  had  planned  another  long 
week-end  here,  but  the  debate  on  Pensions 
was  fixed  for  the  22nd.  However,  he  found 
time  to  outline  his  views  and  hopes  on  this 
subject,  and  we  took  the  opportunity  to 
wish  him  luck. 


On  the  26th,  "  Tony  "  Naumann  gave 
a  most  interesting  account  of  his  all  too 
short  career  in  the  Rifle  Brigade.  After 
an  intensive  course  of  training  in  Scotland, 
his  regiment  started  for  an  unknown 
destination,  and  arrived  eventually  at 
Casablanca.  Before  reaching  the  battle- 
front  they  had  time  to  appreciate  the  beauty 
of  Algiers,  and  to  learn  the  good  qualities 
of  the  inhabitants.  Harassed  officers  verified 
details  of  the  ninety  odd  maps  with  which 
each  had  to  struggle,  and  practised  those 
languages  they  had  been  studying  in 
preparation  on  the  voyage.  The  troops  had 
to  learn  to  adapt  their  rolling  stock  to  the 
locality,  and  to  scale  the  Atlas  Mountains. 
Then  into  battle,  and  a  frank  account  of  the 
speaker's  own  feelings  and  his  speedy  knock- 
out and  return  to  England,  and  bis  transfer 
from  one  hospital  to  another — more  than 
once  being  moved  suddenly,  owing  to 
bombing  of  the  buildings.  He  spoke  most 
appreciatively  of  the  doctors  and  nurses, 
both  French  and  English,  under  whose 
care  he  has  been.  There  was  a  lively 
discussion  afterwards,  mainly  on  technical 
matters. 

Another  old  St.  Dunstaner,  Duncan 
Maclean,  of  Brimpton,  near  Reading,  who 
is  a  lay-preacher,  has  been  staying  with 
us,  and  gave  the  address  at  our  Morning 
Service  on  the  28th. 

The  final  of  the  Cribbage  Tournament 
was  played  on  March  8th5  when  F.  King 
beat  P.  Saywell,  after  a  close  contest,  by 
2  to  1.  Lady  Buckmaster  called  on 
F/O.  Chas.  Cooper  to  present  the  silver 
cup  which  he  had  given  for  the  competition, 
and  F.  King,  in  thanking  him,  said  that  this 
was  a  game  which  depended  not  only  on 
luck,  but  on  skill,  which  required  constant 
practice. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  their  tests  : — 

Braille  Writing.— R.  Waas,  G.  Cock, 
H.  White. 

Braille  reading  (Interline). — F.  Morgan, 
E.  Ward,  A.  Wigglesworth. 

Typing.— T.  Powell,  B.  Bell,  J.  Daley, 
J.  Riley,  J.  Delaney,  R.  Vowles,  V.  Dale. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Pte.  B.  Kilsby 
(41),  Royal  Berks  Regt.,  Northampton ; 
Spr.  W.  E.  Cunningham  (33),  R.E., 
Liverpool;  Sgt.  E.  R.  Ettridge  (27), 
K.R.R.C,  Twickenham  ;  Pte.  F.  R.  Fribbins 
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(26),  Gloucestershire  Regt.,  Marlborough  ; 
Spr.  J.  P.  Hancock  (31),  R.E.,  Evesham  ; 
Cpl.  L.  Howard  (25),  Hussars,  Abingdon ; 
Sgt.  L.  Thompson  (25),  R.A.,  Gateshead ; 
Pte.  O.  Huttunen  (37),  U.S.  Air  Force, 
Ohio  ;  Gdsman.  T.  Dinning  (26),  Grenadier 
Guards,  Doncaster. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  (all  to 
return  later  for  training).— Spr.  Cunning- 
ham, Sgt.  Ettridge,  Pte.  Fribbins,  Spr. 
Hancock,   Cpl.   Howard,   Sgt.   Thompson. 

A  Great  Little  Man 

Passing  of  Dr.  Harold  Snape 

Flying  Officer  Wall,  who  is  at  present  a 
patient  in  St.  Dunstan's  Hospital  at  Church 
StrettoQ,  writes  : 

A  large  gathering  of  staff  and  St. 
Dunstaners  assembled  in  the  little  Chapel 
hut  at  Longmynd  on  Saturday,  April  10th, 
to  pay  homage  to  the  late  Doctor  Harold 
Snape,  who  died  in  a  Manchester  nursing 
home  after  a  serious  major  operation.  The 
Padre,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Nugee,  conducted 
a  short  memorial  service,  which  coincided 
with  the  burial  of  Dr.  Snape  in  Manchester. 

"  Snapey,"  as  he  was  affectionately  known, 
was  a  lovable  character,  full  of  witticisms, 
who  loved  a  good  joke  and  often  told  one 
against  himself,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him.  His  friends  were  many, 
for  no  one  could  fail  to  be  captivated  by  his 
plucky  outlook  on  life,  the  manner  in  which 
he  got  down  to  his  studies  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
to  find,  as  he  termed  it,  "  a  new  world," 
when  his  sight  had  failed  and  caused  his 
retirement  from  practice. 

Dr.  Snape  would,  had  his  sight  not  been 
sadly  impaired  by  the  ravages  of  mustard 
gas  suffered  in  the  first  Great  War,  been  an 
invaluable  member  of  society  in  the  present 
conflict,  but  this  was  not  to  be.  Though  he 
often  quietly  conjectured  on  what  he  could 
still  have  done,  he  did  not  give  up. 
Outwardly  he  was  never  despondent ;  always 
he  was  "  dear  old  Snapey,"  ever  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand,  ready  to  join  in 
anything  that  was  afoot  for  the  enjoyment 
of  others  similarly  handicapped. 

"  Snapey  "  was  small  of  stature,  but  he 
had  a  great  heart,  gigantic  courage,  colossal 
will-power,  and  fully  deserves  the  eternal 
rest  to  which  he  has  gone.  Yes  !  Doctor 
Harold  Snape  was  a  great  little  man. 


Resignation  of  Dr.  Bridges 

St.  Dunstaners  will  hear  with  the  deepest 
regret  that  Dr.  Bridges  has,  for  reasons  of 
ill-health,  been  compelled  to  resign  his 
position  as  Medical  Officer. 

The  following  correspondence  has  passed 
between  our  old  friend  and  Sir  Ian  Fraser  : 

36  Ashburn  Place,  S.W.7. 
April  1st,  1943. 
Dear  Sir  Ian  Fraser, 

Owing  to  continued  ill-health,  I  am 
reluctantly  compelled  to  place  my  resigna- 
tion in  your  hands  after  nearly  thirty  years' 
association. 

It  has  always  given  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  meet  you  and  your  colleagues 
on  all  possible  occasions,  and  to  enjoy 
your  long  continued  friendship. 

Please  give  my  best  wishes  to  the  old 
St.  Dunstaners,  and  the  best  of  good  luck 
in  the  future,  both  to  them  and  to  you 
and  your  wife. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

E.  Chittenden  Bridges. 

Regent's  Park. 

April  8th,  1943. 
My  dear  Dr.  Bridges, 

I  learn  with  very  deep  regret,  on  personal 
as  well  as  St.  Dunstan's  grounds,  of  the 
ill-health  which  makes  it  impossible  for  you 
to  carry  on  with  your  work  for  us,  and 
I  accept  your  resignation  with  very  great 
sorrow. 

This  feeling  will,  I  know,  be  shared  by 
all  St.  Dunstaners,  whose  confidence  you 
have  gained  over  a  period  of  nearly  thirty 
years.  Your  sound  medical  advice  and 
friendly  counsel  have  been  a  very  great 
contribution  towards  their  happiness,  and 
they  would  like  me  to  send  you  their  most 
heartfelt  thanks  and  good  wishes. 

Yours  very  sinceiely,  Ian  Fraser. 

To  Relatives  of  Blinded  Prisoners 

Mrs.  A.  Bright,  the  mother  of  Pte. 
Bertram  Bright,  a  blinded  prisoner  of  war, 
writes  :• — 

"  For  some  time  I  have  thought  how 
comforting  and  encouraging  all  next  of  kin 
of  men  in  Stalag  IX  A/H  could  be  to  each 
other  if  we  could  correspond.  I  visited 
Church  Strettonlast  year  and  saw  for  myself 
the  splendid  work  our  boys  are  taught. 

"  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  receive  and 
answer  any  letter  from  the  next  of  kin  of  a 
blinded  prisoner.  My  address  is  :  216 
Frenshaw  Grove,  Birmingham." 
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§t.  Dunstaners  at  the  Mansion 
House 

On  Wednesday,  April  7th,  one  hundred 
St.  Dunstaners  were  the  guests  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Sir  Samuel  Joseph,  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  at  luncheon  at  the  Mansion 
House.  The  party  consisted  almost  entirely 
of  young  men  and  women  of  this  war  from 
the  Training  Centre  and  Hospital,  accom- 
panied by  some  of  the  nursing  and  orderly 
staff,  and  a  number  of  other  newly-blinded 
men  who  have  finished,  their  training  and 
are  now  working  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Although  it  was  primarily  a  party 
for  men  of  this  war,  St.  Dunstaners  of  the 
last  war  were  represented  by  those  who  are 
at  present  instructors  at  Church  Stretton. 

Outside  the  Mansion  House  the  red 
carpet — only  used  on  State  occasions — was 
laid,  and  boys  of  the  City  of  London  A.T.C. 
mounted  a  guard  of  honour.  After  the 
traditional  reception  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
standing  in  his  robe  of  office,  there  was  an 
impressive  procession  to  the  Egyptian  Hall, 
where  luncheon  was  to  be  served.  On  the 
table  was  the  famous  gold  plate.  Preceded 
by  the  mace  and  the  sword  of  state,  the 
guests  moved  slowly  behind  the  Lord 
Mayor,  who  had  on  his  arm  Mrs.  Violet 
Formstone,  a  young  munition  worker  who 
was  blinded  in  a  factory  explosion.  Behind 
walked  the  Lady  Mayoress,  accompanied  by 
Lieut.  A.  Naumann,  who  was  blinded  in 
the  Middle  East. 

The  many  distinguished  guests  included 
H.R.H.  Prince  Bernhard,  Lady  (Arthur) 
Pearson,  the  Minister  of  Pensions,  Sir 
Walter  Womersley,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet- 
Sir  Dudley  Pound,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
Lord  Keyes,  and  the  Minister  of  Food, 
Lord  Woolton. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  proceedings, 
Mr.  John  Snagge,  of  the  B.B.C.,  gave  a 
commentary.  "  At  most  Lord  Mayor's 
functions,"  he  told  his  listeners  at  one  point, 
"  there  is  a  ceremony  known  as  the  Loving 
Cup.  It  is  so  old  that  nobody  knows  the 
origin  of  it.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress  are  now  going  to  drink  a  token 
loving  cup  with  the  two  distinguished 
guests.  Behind  him  at  his  back  stands  the 
Lady  Mayoress  to  see  that  he  is  in  no  way 
attacked.  The  two  distinguished  guests  have 
now  drunk,  each  in  turn  being  protected  by 
their  neighbour,  and  having  bowed  to  one 
another,    they    sit    down.     Normally    the 


loving  cup  is  filled  with  the  wines  used  for 
the  Lord  Mayor's  Banquet,  but  to-day  the 
contents  are  known  to  nobody  but  the  Lord 
Mayor's  staff,  not  even  to  Lord  Woolton  " 
(laughter). 

After  lunch,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  speaking  for 
Lady  (Arthur)  Pearson,  the  President,  and 
the  Executive  Council,  expressed  thanks  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady  Mayoress. 
"  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century," 
he  said,  "  there  has  been  a  partnership 
between  the  State  and  St.  Dunstan's.  It  is 
the  State's  part  to  provide  compensation — 
and,  I  think,  do  a  bit  more  than  that 
(applause) — and  it  is  St.  Dunstan's  to 
provide  re-education,  training,  resettlement, 
and  after-care."  Sir  Ian  added  that  although 
this  was  a  party  for  the  newly-blinded,  he 
felt  sure  that  all  old  St.  Dunstaners  would 
welcome  it  as  an  honour  to  their  organisa- 
tion and  would  be  with  them  in  spirit 
(applause).  "  We  will  remember  this  day 
all  our  lives,"  he  said.  "  I  have  to  do  with 
many  public  functions,  but  I  have  never 
come  across  one  in  which  the  head  people, 
that  is  in  this  case  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Lady  Mayoress,  have  taken  so  much  personal 
interest  over  every  detail  to  see  that  their 
guests  were  comfortable.  We  thank  you 
for  your  great  kindness  to  us,  and  we  all 
join  most  heartily  in  drinking  your  very 
good  health." 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  reply,  said  that  they 
were  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  show 
in  some  small  measure  respect  and  admira- 
tion for  St.  Dunstan's  and  all  associated 
with  it.  To  those  present  he  said,  "  We 
thank  you  from  the  depth  of  our  heaits  for 
the  services  you  have  rendered  so  gallantly 
to  our  country  and  our  cause,  and  we  wish 
you  the  very  best  of  luck  in  the  new  life 
which  you  are  learning  to  face  with  such 
skill,  such  brightness,  and  such  courage." 

Sir  Walter  Womersley,  Minister  of 
Pensions,  said  that  he  would  do  everything 
he  possibly  could  to  make  life  tolerable  for 
the  war-blinded,  and  as  comfortable  as  it 
could  be  made.  He  felt  that  the  greatest 
work  he  could  do  for  the  disabled  men 
and  women  who  came  out  of  this  war  was 
to  help  them  to  help  themselves. 

Later,  by  the  generous  co-operation  of 
the  B.B.C.,  a  variety  show  was  put  on, 
which  was  also  broadcast.  Then  followed 
the  popular  "  ITMA  "  show,  which  was 
reproduced  in  the  exact  studio  atmosphere. 
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South  African  Notes 

Several  newcomers  have  been  admitted 
to  "  Tembani "  since  my  last  Review 
notes  : — 

Pte.  Frederick  Barnard,  Brigade  Work- 
shops, T.S.C.  (S.A.) 

Driver  Michael  Burns,  R.A.S.C. 
*Sergt.    Edgar    Ettridge,    King's    Royal 
Rifles. 

Rifleman  Alfred  Franklin,  Rifle  Brigade. 
*Pte.   Frederick   Fribbins,   Gloucesters. 
*Corpl.  Leslie  Howard,  Hussars. 

Sergt.  John  Innes,  Gordon  Highlanders. 

Captain  Leete,  R.A.F. 
*Sergt.   Leslie   Thompson,   Survey   Regt. 

Pte.  Leslie  Weeks,  Royal  Sussex  Regt. 

The  summer  holidays  were  enjoyed  by 
all.  Only  one  St.  Dunstaner  left  us  for  the 
whole  period — Sergt.  D.  Pretorius.  His 
stay  away  from  St.  Dunstan's  has  been 
lengthened  by  the  fact  that  he  has  had  to 
be  admitted  to  Brenthurst  Hospital,  Johan- 
nesburg, for  plastic  treatment.  Driver  Larry 
Watkinson  has  recently  joined  him  there  for 
an  operation  to  his  injured  hand.  Private 
Jack  Vincent  has  also  had  a  spell  in  hospital 
to  have  some  shrapnel  removed  from  his 
head. 

All  were  glad  to  get  down  to  work  again 
in  spite  of  the  many  "  good  times  "  they 
had.  E.  Chadwick  Bates. 

*  Since  returned  to  England. 

(With  Mrs.  Bates'  Notes  came  a  long  article  by 
Jimmie  Ellis  upon  the  holidays.  We  very  much 
regret  that  lack  of  space  has  prevented  us  from 
printing  this.  We  look  forward  to  having  another 
of  his  entertaining  articles  next  month. — Ed.) 

The  Broadcast  from  South  Africa 

The  broadcast  from  "  Tembani "  on 
Saturday,  March  20th,  was  very  successful. 
The  item  was  introduced  by  the  woman 
announcer  as  "  Greetings  from  St. 
Dunstan's,  South  Africa — messages  from 
men  of  the  Forces  who  have  been  con- 
valescing at  the  St.  Dunstan's  Home,  Cape 
Town,  for  their  friends  and  relatives  in 
this  country."  Then  followed  personal 
messages  from  thirteen  new  St.  Dunstaners 
whose  homes  are  in  Great  Britain.  All  of 
them  sounded  cheery  and  happy.  When 
the  last  man  had  spoken,  the  announcer 
said  :  "In  the  studio  with  the  boys  this 
afternoon  is  Mrs.  Chadwick-Bates,  Chairman 
of  St.  Dunstan's  Home.  Mrs.  Bates  wants 
to  say  a  few  words  about  the  activities  of 
the  boys,"  and  Mrs.  Bates'  familiar  voice 
was  heard  saying,  "  Now  that  is  the  end 


of  the  messages  to-day,  and  all  of  you  who 
have  been  listening  to  them  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  the  boys  really  have  been  speaking 
the  truth.  They  are  fit  and  happy,  and 
besides  putting  in  the  necessary  time  at 
their  studies,  at  which  they  are  making 
excellent  progress,  they  do  thoroughly  enjoy 
the  dancing,  bathing,  and  other  forms  of 
recreations.  The  summer  weather  here  is 
beautiful  and  is  building  them  up  to  that 
condition  of  perfect  health  and  independence 
in  which  they  all  hope  to  return  to  their 
dear  ones." 

The  announcer  then  said  "  The  boys  will 
now  sing  the  '  Tembani '  song,"  an.d  over 
the  air  it  came  : 

We're  always  on  the  outside, 

On  the  outside,  always  looking  in. 

We'll  never  know  how  fortunes  are  made, 

For  the  sun  always  shines 

When  we're  in  the  shade. 

We're  always  on  the  outside, 

But  we'll  keep  on  trying  till  we  win, 

'Cause  we  know  one  day  we'll  be  on  the  inside 

Instead  of  the  outside  always  looking  in. 

Things  We  Are  Asked 

G.  Fallowfield,  of  Southwick,  writes  : — 

"  Who  designed  the  St.  Dunstan's  badge, 
and  its  colours?  " 

*        *        * 

First,  a  word  of  explanation  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  badge  itself.  In  the  very 
early  days,  men  in  training  wore  a  badge 
in  the  shape  of  a  blue  oblong,  surrounded 
by  laurel  sprays,  upon  which  were  the 
words,  "  Soldiers  and  sailors  blinded  in 
the  war.  St.  Dunstan's  stands  for  Victory 
over  Blindness."  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  then 
decided  that  a  further  badge  was  needed 
for  those  who  had  passed  from  training  to 
After-Care,  and  he  invited  suggestions. 
A  number  of  designs  were  submitted,  and 
Miss  Pain  tells  us  that  from  these,  two  were 
selected  which  were  somewhat  similar. 
The  present  badge  is  a  combination  of 
these — a  flaming  torch,  encircled  by  a 
shield,  with  the  name  "  St.  Dunstan's  " 
across  it.  The  designs  were  submitted  by 
Miss  Doris  Prince,  cousin  of  Miss  Prince, 
of  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  and 
by  Mr.  Vail,  a  member  of  St.  Dunstan's  staff. 

The  earliest  reference  to  colours  is  in 
St.  Dunstan's  Review  for  June,  1917, 
when  it  was  announced  that  St.  Dunstan's 
rowing  colours  were  blue  and  white,  and 
were  selected  by  Miss  Mace  (now  Lady 
Fraser)  and  Mrs.  Lipscomb. 
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Derby  Sweepstake,  1943 

Our  annual  Sweepstake  is  again  open. 
As  usual,  tickets  will  be  2s.  6d.  each,  and 
may  only  be  held  by  St.  Dunstaners.  The 
allocation  of  the  prize  money  will  be  as 
follows  : — 

Ten  per  cent,  of  the  total  contributions  subscribed 
to  the  Comforts  Fund  for  the  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners. 

The  remainder  will,  with  the  exception  of  the 
actual  cost  of  printing  and  postage  involved,  be 
distributed  as  follows  : — ■ 

Fifty  per  cent,   to  the  holder   of  the  ticket 

drawing  the  winning  horse. 

Twenty  per  cent,  to  the  holder  of  the  ticket 

drawing  the  second  horse. 

Ten  per  cent,  to  the  holder  of  the  ticket  drawing 

the  third  horse. 

Twenty  per  cent,  to  be  equally  divided  among 

those  who  hold  tickets  drawing  a  horse  which 

actually  starts  in  the  race. 

In  the  case  of  the  three  big  prizes,  the  prize  money 
will  be  paid  in  War  Savings  Certificates,  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  £5,  which  will  be  paid  in  cash. 
The  smaller  prizes  for  runners  will  also  be  paid  in 
cash. 

Applications  for  tickets  can  be  made  at  once,  and 
will  be  received  up  to  the  first  post  on  Friday, 
June  11th.  Every  application  must  bear  the  name 
and  address  of  the  sender,  and  must  be  sent  to  the 
Editor  of  the  Review,  St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters, 
Regent's  Park  (Irish  St.  Dunstaners  see  below). 

Postal  orders  must  be  made  payable  to  St. 
Dunstan's  and  crossed. 

The  draw  will  take  place  at  Headquarters  on 
Wednesday,  June  16th. 

To  St.  Dunstaners  in  Ireland 
To  avoid  the  possibility  of  applications  going 
astray,   St.  Dunstaners  in  Ireland  are  advised  to 
send  their  requests  to  Mr.  Macauley  and  not  to 
Regent's  Park. 

National  Laying  Trials 

Report  on  fifth  period  of  28  days  from 
2nd  February  to  3rd  March,  1943 

Position  Name  Test  Score  Valne 

1  George  C.  Jackson       ...  *        451 

2  Alfred  E.  Coman  ...  416 

3  John  Campbell  ...  390 

4  Percy  Holmes" 389 

5  E.  H.  Carpenter  ...  363 
*6  David  McLaren  ...  350 
*6  A.  Jarvis 350 

8  T.Gregory         322 

9  Albert  Chaffin 310 

10  T.M.Fisher      297 

11  R.E.Hill  241 

12  W.Alan  Smith 226 

*Tied.     Average  per  bird,  62.80. 

The  Test  Manager  reports  :  "  St.  Dun- 
stan's men  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
showing  of  their  birds,  and  they  also  have 
the  distinction  of  being  the  only  section  in 
the  Test  with  100  per  cent,  alive." 


Reported  Missing,  Presumed  Dead 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  Welton,  of  Cleethorpes,  who 
have  received  news  that  the  ship  on  which 
their  eldest  son,  Alfred,  was  Chief  Engineer, 
has  been  sunk.  There  were  only  three 
survivors,  so  far  as  is  known. 

Reported  Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  William, 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos  Robinson, 
of  Tottenham,  has  been  reported  missing 
in  North  Africa,  and  that  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Boswell,  of  Gainsborough,  has 
also  been  reported  missing. 

Reported  Prisoner,  Now  Safe 

We  have  heard  with  pleasure  that  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  O'Hara,  of  Clara, 
Eire,  who  was  posted  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
some  months  ago,  is  safe  and  well  and  is 
now  with  the  Middle  East  Forces. 

New  War  Marriages 

Copeland — Alexander. — On  April  3rd, 
one  of  our  earliest  St.  Dunstaners  of  this 
war,  Leslie  Copeland,  married  Miss 
Kathleen  Lily  Alexander,  whom  he  met 
at  the  aircraft  factory  at  which  he  has  been 
employed  since  his  training  at  Church 
Stretton.  Pte.  G.  Zipfel,  now  of  the 
R.A.M.C,  acted  as  best  man,  and  other 
guests  were  Matron  Pain  and  Matron 
Davies,  Miss  Lloyd,  Social  Visitor,  and 
St.  Dunstaners  T.  Rogers,  J.  P.  Smith 
(Enfield)  and  H.  S.  Eames.  Mrs.  Hacket, 
and  Mrs.  Sorley,  good  friends  of  St. 
Dunstaners  from  the  aircraft  factory,  were 
also  present. 

Thompson — Urry. — Leslie  Thompson,  late 
of  the  Eighth  Army,  who  was  blinded  at 
El  Alamein,  was  married  at  Gateshead  on 
March  24th  to  Miss  Doreen  Urry. 

Vincent — Payne. — Leslie  Vincent,  who 
was  blinded  and  lost  both  hands  at 
Tobruk,  was  married  on  March  31st  to 
Miss  Gwendoline  Payne,  to  whom  he  had 
been  engaged  for  three  years.  Before 
coming  to  St.  Dunstan's,  Vincent,  like 
Thompson,  spent  some  time  in  the  South 
African  Home.  Sergt.  Alan  Nichols  was 
best  man  and  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser 
were  among  the  guests  at  the  reception. 
Considerable  publicity  was  given  in  the 
Press  to  both  weddings  in  view  of  Sir 
Ian's  references  to  them  in  his  speech  in 
the  House  of  Commons, 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Private  Charles  Robert  Gray 
(11th  Royal  West  Kent s) 
With  deep  regret  we  announce  the  death  of  C.  R.  Gray. 

%  Wounded  in  France  in  1916,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was  rendered  blind  as  well  as  suffering 
the  loss  of  both  legs,  he  was  able  to  get  about  by  means  of  a  propelled  chair. 

"  Charlie,"  as  he  was  known,  had  for  many  years  been  a  permanent  resident  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Homes,  where  his  cheerfulness  made  him  a  great  favourite.  His  death  on  March  7th  has  left 
an  empty  place  at  Melplash,  and  the  "  boys  "  and  staff  will  sadly  miss  him. 

The  interment  took  place  at  Melplash  Churchyard,  the  service  being  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Earle,  of  Mapperton,  and  was  attended  by  his  sister  and  brothers  and  many  friends  and  staff 
at  Melplash,  including  St.  Dunstaners,  W.  Spencer,  J.  Hiscock,  E.  Millis,  W.  J.  Burnett, 
and  C.  White. 

Among  the  many  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  Our 
sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relations  in  their  bereavement. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  H.  Pope,  Vicar  of  Melplash,  writes: 

"  Charlie  "  had  been  a  St.  Dunstaner  for  over  twenty-four  years,  so  he  was  quite  one  of  the 
"  old  brigade."  In  spite  of  having  lost  his  eyesight,  and  legs,  not  to  speak  of  a  body  riddled 
by  shot  and  shell,  he  was  always  cheerful,  and  never  complained  of  his  misfortunes.  Any  morning 
on  entering  the  lounge,  a  game  of  dominoes  having  finished,  "  Charlie  "  could  be  heard  singing 
away  to  his  heart's  content.  And  then  a  little  chat  with  him — "  How  goes  it  to-day,  Charlie  ?  " 
The  answer  was  always  the  same,  "  O.K.  Not  too  bad,  not  too  bad  at  all  " — cheerful  and 
bright,  and  full  of  old  remembrances — -his  various  jobs,  and  especially  his  beloved  "  'orses." 

"  Charlie  "  will  be  missed — his  cheerful  outlook  on  life  was  a  very  great  help  to  his  comrades, 
and  must  have  been  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  him.     He  was  a  type  of  good  old  Britisher. 

His  poor,  shattered  body  returns  to  dust,  but  let  us  pray  that  his  "  soul  goes  marching  on." 

Patrick  Mullen 
(Royal  Irish  Fusiliers) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  P.  Mullen,  of  Dublin. 

Enlisting  as  early  as  August  27th,  1914,  he  was  discharged  from  the  Aimy  in  August,  1917, 
with  defective  vision.  He  was,  however,  too  ill  for  training  and  he  led  a  quiet  life  in  his  own 
little  place  in  Dublin,  until  his  sudden  death  on  Wednesday,  March  10th.  He  was  buried  at 
the  Mount  Jerome  Cemetery,  Dublin.  Mr.  Macauley  represented  St.  Dunstan's,  and  a  wreath 
from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  placed  on  the  coffin.  He  was  a  widower,  and  we 
extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  two  sons. 

Private  Benjamin  Whittam  Bailey 
(Royal  Defence  Corps) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  B.  W.  Bailey,  of  Burnley. 

Enlisting  in  December,  1914,  he  served  for  three  years  until  he  was  discharged  with  defective 
sight,  but  he  did  not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  1931,  when  he  was  no  longer  a  young 
man.  He  did,  however,  master  mat-making  and  wool  rugs,  with  which  latter  occupation  he 
was  occupied  during  the  last  years  of  his  life. 

He  was  taken  seriously  ill  some  months  ago  and  his  death  occurred  at  his  home  on  March  16th. 
A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades.  We  extend  our  deep  sympathy*  to 
Mrs.  Bailey  and  her  two  sons. 


Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who  are 
celebrating  silver  weddings  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Butler,  Waterford, 
January  16th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Eames, 
Hurst,  near  Reading,  March  23rd  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Purvis,  Seghill,  Northumberland, 
April  8th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  "  Tiny  "  Fleming, 
May  18th. 

"  Good  Companions  "  Killed  in 
Raid 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that  Mrs. 
Lee  and  Miss  Knight,  who  will  be  remem- 
bered  with   great   affection   by   many    St. 


Dunstaners  who  met  them  at  Ovingdean, 
have  lost  their  lives  as  the  result  of  enemy 
action.  They  were  two  of  our  most  faithful 
"  Good  Companions." 

Birth 

Ashmore. — To  the  wife  of  J.  Ashmore,  of 
Loughborough,  on  March  30th,  a  son — 
Leslie  John. 

Death 

Waldin. — We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  T.  Waldin,  of  Winchester,  whose  wife 
passed  away  on  March  31st,  after  a  long 
illness. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS 

TUESDAY,  23rd  MARCH,  1943 


[Extract  from  Official  Report.] 


WAR  PENSIONS 


On  the  Motion  for  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2)  Bill : 


Lieut. -Colonel  Sir  Ian  Fraser  (Lons- 
dale) :  The  Prime  Minister,  in  his  eloquent 
broadcast  speech,  has  lifted  the  veil  a  little 
and  shown  us  the  uplands  which  we  are 
hoping  to  explore  when  we  pass  through 
the  Valley  of  the  Shadow.  It  seems  to  me 
right  that  while  we  are  still  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Shadow  we  should  see  how  some  of 
our  citizens  are  faring.  I  hope  to  convince 
the  House  that  there  are  some  among  us, 
to  whom  many  may  think  we  owe  a  special 
debt,  whose  circumstances  are  not  in  line 
with  the  tradition  which  this  House  has 
from  time  to  time  approved.  I  know  that 
it  would  be  out  of  Order  in  this  Debate 
to  urge  how  appeal  tribunals  should  be  set 
up,  but  I  think  it  would  be  in  Order  to 
comment  upon  the  present  administration, 
in  order  to  emphasise  what  I  believe  is  the 
view  of  the  whole  of  this  House,  that  every 
effort  must  be  made  by  the  Minister  to  im- 
plement the  tentative  concession — if  I  may 
call  it  that — which  he  has  announced 
to-day.  Unless  you  can  define  by  some 
fair  means,  independent  of  the  administra- 
tion itself,  who  is  entitled  to  a  pension, 
you  cannot  ensure  that  there  is  justice,  nor 
can  you  ensure  that  people  think  there  is 
justice. 

Under  the  present  administration  these 
cases  are  tried  in  camera  by  the  Minister, 
and  the  evidence  upon  which  judgments 
are  made,  which  vitally  affect  the  whole 
life  of  disabled  men,  is  heard  without  their 
having  any  knowledge  of  that  evidence. 
That  does  not  happen  in  any  other  sort  of 
trial  in  any  court  of  law  in  our  country, 
even  in  regard  to  cases  which  do  not  affect 
anything  like  so  poignantly  the  whole  live- 
lihood of  any  of  our  citizens.  I  will  not 
elaborate  the  case,  because  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  last-minute  notice  for  a 
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Private  Notice  Question  shows  that  the 
coming  of  this  Debate  has  had  some  effect 
on  His  Majesty's  Government.  I  hope 
that  that  is  so.  I  look  forward  to  the 
Minister's  further  statement,  in  which  he 
will  tell  us  of  the  progress  he  has  made. 
A  few  months  ago  he  was  telling  us  that 
we  must  wait  for  the  end  of  the  war. 
Pressure  from  this  House  brought  him  to 
the  point  of  saying  that  he  agreed  with 
appeal  tribunals.  A  little  more  pressure, 
and  the  Government  agreed.  A  little  more 
pressure  and  somebody  was  asked  to  find 
the  doctors  who  could  not  be  found  in  war. 
A  little  more  pressure,  and  the  Minister 
comes  down  to  the  House  and  says  that 
he  has  found  some.  Let  us  rejoice  that  he 
is  making  such  progress,  but  let  our  watch- 
word be  "  Watch  Walter."  Next  time  he 
comes,  let  us  see  that  he  brings  something 
in  the  bag.  It  is  not  enough  for  him  to 
come  down  and  say,  "  You  have  all  my 
sympathy,  but      .     .     .     ." 

Let  us  turn  from  that  to  some  of  the 
vital  matters  affecting  ex-Service  men, 
both  those  who  have  been  disabled  in  this 
war  and  our  comrades  of  the  last  war.  If 
I  detain  the  House  with  some  figures,  and 
also  with  one  or  two  references  to  the 
principles  upon  which  our  pensions  are 
based,  I  hope  the  House  will  forgive  me. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  we  should  have 
the  whole  of  this  subject  in  our  minds  in 
order  that  we  may,  as  I  hope,  put 
unanimous  pressure  on  the  Minister  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts.  The  pen- 
sions which  are  given  to  our  men,  whether 
of  this  war  or  of  the  last,  vary  according 
to  the  disability  and  vary  according  to 
rank.  But  for  simplicity's  sake  I  will 
take  the  case  of  the  man  who  is,  in  pen- 
sions parlance,  said  to  be  "  100  per  cent, 
disabled  "  or  in  the  more  modern  phrase 
"  disabled  in  the  highest  degree,"  and  I 
will  take  the  case  of  the  private  soldier.  A 
private  soldier  disabled  in  the  highest  de- 
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[Sir  I.  Fraser.] 
gree  in  the  last  war  receives  a  pension  of 
£2  a  week.  He  has  received  that  pension 
since  the  year  1919.  A  private  soldier 
similarly  disabled  in  this  war  receives  a 
pension  of  37s.  6d.  A  private  soldier  in 
the  last  war  received  up  to  £1  attendant 
allowance  if  he  was  most  severely  dis- 
abled, for  example,  if  he  was  bed-ridden 
or  paralysed;  but  if  he  had  suffered  only  the 
loss  of  two  limbs  or  of  two  eyes,  he  did  not 
receive  that  full  attendant  allowance.  He 
probably  received  only  half  of  it,  namely, 
ios.,  and  in  many  cases  less.  The  men  of 
this  war  receive  slightly  lower  rates  in 
the  same  proportion  as  that  of  the  £2  and 
the  37s.  6d.  which  I  have  mentioned. 

There  are  children's  and  wives'  allow- 
ances which  are  paid  if  the  men  were 
married  before  the  invaliding  disability 
occurred.  These  amount  to  ios.  for  the 
wife  in  the  case  of  the  man  disabled  in 
the  last  war  and  9s.  2d.  in  the  case  of  the 
man  disabled  in  this  war;  7s.  6d.  for  the 
first  child  in  the  last  war  and  7s.  id.  in 
this  war;  6s.  for  the  second  child  in  the 
last  war  and  5s.  5d.  in  this  war.  Why 
the  child  of  a  veteran  of  the  Great  War, 
born  to-day,  should  be  deemed  to  require 
7s.  6d.  a  week  and  the  child  of  the  soldier 
of  this  war,  born  to-day,  should  be  deemed 
to  require  7s.  id.,  it  is  beyond  my  com- 
prehension to  understand.  Why  the  man 
who  lost  two  limbs  in  the  last  war  re- 
quires £2,  and  the  man  who  has  lost  two 
limbs  in  this  war  requires  37s.  6d.,  is  also 
beyond  my  comprehension.  What  does 
this  differentiation  of  half-a-crown  mean? 
I  submit  to  the  House  that  there  can  be 
no  valid  reason  for  this  small  differentia- 
tion and  that  there  are  the  gravest  possible 
disadvantages  in  it,  because  it  causes  the 
young  men  who  are  now  coming  into  our 
country  wounded,  to  feel  that,  for  some 
reason  which  they  cannot  understand, 
they  are  being  treated  differently  from 
the  old  soldiers — and  it  is  not  that  the  old 
soldiers'  rate  is  as  great  as  all  that. 

I  know  that  the  Minister  will  put  up  a 
reply  based  upon  elaborate  cost-of-living 
figures,  and  I  will  deal  with  that  later  in 
my  argument.  The  first  thing  I  want 
the  House  to  support  me  in  is  the  request, 
perhaps  even  the  demand,  that  this  half- 
crown  differentiation  between  the  men  of 
this  war  and  the  men  of  the  last  war 
should,  forthwith,  be  eradicated.  The 
Minister  of  Pensions  must  protect  the 
Treasury    to    some   extent.      We    cannot 
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have  claims  of  all  kinds  running  awayA  ^ 
of  control,  but  the  exercise  of  such  a  sma  ■ 
and,  it  seems  to  me,  unjust  and  in- 
explicable differentiation  is  just  the  kind 
of  thing  which  makes  the  disabled  man 
feel  that  the  Ministry — which  ought  to  be 
his  friend — is  not  treating  him  properly 
and  has  no  regard  for  his  feelings. 

Now  I  wish  to  take  the  House  with  me, 
if  I  may,  into  the  principles  upon  which 
we  have  tried  to  base  our  pensions  policy, 
because  it  is  very  important  that  we 
should  try  to  see  what  these  are.  I  have 
made  an  exhaustive  search  of  the  records, 
and  out  of  many  references  I  have  picked 
out  four  from  official  statements  which  I 
think  will  guide  us  as  to  what  is  the 
principle  which  we  have  all  had  in  mind 
in  setting  out  to  make  Royal  Warrants 
and  in  determining,  in  our  own  minds, 
what  we  pay  these  pensions  for.  The 
Ministry  of  Pensions  was  set  up  in  1917, 
and  in  the  first  Annual  Report  which  the 
then  Minister  made  to  Parliament  occurred 
these  words  referring  to  the  basis  upon 
which  pensions  were  granted : 

"It  is  simple  compensation  for  the  injury 
received  and  for  the  estimated  loss  of  general 
working  capacity." 

The  point  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  is  that  there  are  two  elements 
— simple  compensation  for  injury  and 
something  based  upon  an  estimate  of  the 
man's  loss  of  working  capacity.  May  I 
leave  that  there  for  the  present,  because  it 
will  appear  later  why  I  am  stressing  this? 
The  point  about  the  two  elements  is  what 
I  want  to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  House. 
Subsequently  a  Departmental  Committee 
was  set  up,  and  they  went  into^this  matter 
— and,  by  the  way,  the  Minister  and  his 
assistant  were  both  on  that  Departmental 
Committee — and  this  is  how  they  put  it: 

"  A  man's  physical  capacity  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  ordinary  healthy  man  of  the 
same  age." 

That  is,  a  man's  physical  capacity  as  com- 
pared with  the  normal.  There  is  no  refer- 
ence to  wages  there.  Indeed  reference  to 
earning  capacity  is  specifically  left  out, 
and  the  comparison  is,  as  I  have  said, 
between  the  disabled  and  the  normal. 
Recently,  as  a  result  of  the  Debate 
initiated 'by  the  hon.  Lady  the  Member  for 
Frome  (Mrs.  Tate),  a  Committee  was  set 
up  on  the  question  of  equal  compensation, 
and  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  itself,  giving 
evidence,  said  this: 

"  A  comparison  with  a  normal  healthy 
person  of  the  same  age  and  sex." 
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That  is,  a  comparison  between  the  present 
position  of  the  person  concerned  and  that 
of  the  normal  person. 

Finally,  I  call  the  mind  of  the  House 
iback  to  a  very  important  Government  pro- 
nouncement which  was  made  in  1932  by 
the  Minister  of  Labour  at  that  time — Sir 
Henry  Betterton,  as  he  than  was — on  a 
Bill  called  the  Transitional  Payments  Bill. 
I  had  advocated  in  the  Debates  on  that 
Bill  that  statutory  recognition  should  be 
given  to  the  fact  that  a  wound  or  disability 
pension  was  composed  of  two  elements. 
The  House  will  remember  that  in  those 
days  we  were  discussing  unemployment 
and  the  transitional  payments  which  were 
made  after  the  ordinary  unemployment 
payment  had  run  out.  When  the  six 
months,  or  whatever  the  period  was,  had 
passed,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  public 
authorities  to  make  these  transitional  pay- 
ments, and  the  question  arose  how  to 
administer  the  means  test,  to  decide  how 
much  transitional  payment  to  make  where 
disabled  men  were  concerned.  I  put  for- 
ward the  plea,  in  which  I  was  supported 
in  all  parts  of  "the  House,  that  the  disability 
pension  was  not  given  solely  for  mainten- 
ance but  that  it  included  some  further 
element,  and  this  is  what  the  then  Minister 
of  Labour  said  during  the  discussion  on  the 
Money  Resolution  in  connection  with  that 
Bill: 

"  A  portion  of  the  pension  should  be  deemed 
to  be  in  respect  of  something  other  than  main- 
tenance."— [Official  Report,  9th  November, 

1932;  col.  355,  Vol.  270.] 
What  does  this  really  mean?  I  think, 
putting  it  into  ordinary  language  which 
the  man  in  the  street  can  understand,  and 
which  we  can  understand,  it  means  this 
— that  in  assessing  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  to  a  man  who  is  disabled  in  the 
severest  degree  in  the  country's  service, 
we  do  not  seek  to  find  a  figure  which  is 
down  on  the  bed-rock  of  maintenance, 
we  do  not  seek  to  find  a  figure  which  is 
for  mere  subsistence,  but  we  seek  a 
figure  which  gives  him  something  other 
than  maintenance  and  more  than  main- 
tenance. May  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  this  statement  of 
the  then  Minister  of  Labour  was  not 
merely  a  statement  having  no  action  to 
support  it?  The  Bill  which  he  then 
brought  in  became  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  the  Section  which  I  moved,  and  to 
which  I  am  now  making  reference, 
actually  took  out  of  the  means  test  50 
per  cent,  of  the  disability  pension  with 
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a  maximum  of  £1,  so  that  action  followed 
that  kindly  thought,  and  statutory  re- 
cognition was  given  to  the  fact  that  a 
proportion  of  the  disability  pension  was 
deemed  to  be  for  something  other  than 
maintenance.  In  fact,  as  far  as  the  dis- 
abled soldier— disabled  in  the  highest  de- 
gree— was  concerned  who  got  his  £2  a 
week  pension  when  he  went  to  the  tran- 
sitional payments  authority  for  his  money 
they,  in  order  to  put  him  on  a  proper 
basis,  left  out  of  account  £1  out  of  the  £2. 
For  the  purpose  of  my  argument  it  does 
not'  matter  whether  the  proper  ratio 
between  that  part  of  the  pension  which  is 
for  maintenance  and  that  part  which  is  for 
something  more  is  50  per  cent,  or  any 
other  per  cent.  I  believe  I  have  proved  to 
the  House  that  Ministers  of  Pensions  of  all 
parties  for  25  years  and  Governments,  and 
the  Civil  Service  behind  them,  have  con- 
stantly recognised  that  the  disability  pen- 
sion contains  an  element  or  should  contain 
an  element  other  than  maintenance. 

If  that  be  true,  may  I  take  the  mind 
of  the  House  to  a  new  factor  that  has 
intervened  in  this  matter?  I  suppose  that 
nobody  would  disagree  with  maintenance 
in  the  sense  in  which  I  have  used  it  and 
in  which  Sir  Henry  Betterton  used  it.  It 
means  the  same  thing  as  minimum  sub- 
sistence, freedom  from  want,  keeping 
the  wolf  from  the  door,  and  keeping  body 
and  soul  together  and  all  that;  that  is 
what  it  means.  We  have  had  the 
Beveridge  Report  recently  before  us.  We 
have  approved  in  principle  in  this  House, 
and,  in  my  view,  the  Government  have 
approved  in  principle — I  cannot  believe 
they  will  deny  it — that  the  main  lines  of 
that  Report  are  to  be  a  guide  to  us  in 
determining  our  future  social  policy.  I 
put  that  so  modestly  that  I  do  not  think 
it  can  be  disputed.  What  does  Beveridge 
say  in  the  very  eloquent  concluding 
passages  of  his  Report?     He  says: 

"  Nothing  below  this  " 

that  means  the   figures  in  this  Report — 

"  can  be  justified  on  scientific  grounds  as 
adequate  for   human   needs." 

That  is  what  Beveridge  says  in  defending 
his  minimum  subsistence  figures.  He  was 
not  setting  out  to  provide  people  with 
comfortable  amenity  or  compensation  for 
losses;  he  was  setting  out  merely  to  pro- 
vide what  many  scientists,  including 
Rowntree,  doctors  and  others  who  have 
made    surveys    regard    as    necessary    for 

A  2 
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minimum  subsistence.  What  is  this  basis 
of  Sir  William  Beveridge?  I  make  a 
comparison,  and  I  hope  that  the  Minister 
of  Pensions  will  agree  that  it  is  a  fair 
comparison.  A  person  disabled  in  the 
highest  degre  in  industry  will  receive  24s. 
a  week.  The  Minister  of  Pensions  will 
give  to  a  man  disabled  in  the  highest 
degree  in  war  37s.  6d.  a  week.  Whether 
37s.  6d.  is  adequate  in  all  the  circum- 
stances I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  at 
least  we  will  concede  that  in  this  case  the 
single  soldier  is  having  more  than 
Beveridge' s  minimum  subsistence.  If  he 
be  married,  Beveridge  will  give  him  £2  a 
week.  The  Minister  of  Pensions  will  give 
him  37s.  6d.  a  week,  plus  9s.,  or  46s.  6d. 
a  week. 

May  I  ask  the  House  to  bear  with  me 
while  I  draw  their  attention  to  this  point 
about  Beveridge' s  Report?  All  his  figures 
are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
cost  of  living  after  the  war,  when  his 
scheme  comes  to  fruition,  will  be  25  per 
cent,  above  the  pre-war  level,  and  so  he 
says  that  £2  a  week  is  the  minimum  which 
can  be  justified  on  scientific  grounds  for 
human  subsistence.  But  at  the  present  time 
the  cost  of  living  is  30  per  cent,  above  pre- 
war, so  that  at  the  moment  the  compar- 
able Beveridge  figure  would  be  41s.  7d., 
•and  if  the  disabled  soldier  lives  in  the 
London  area,  where  the  rents  are  6s. 
higher,  it  will  be  found  that  he  will  be 
living  below  the  Beveridge  level.  I  think 
I  can  prove  to  the  House  that  some  of 
our  disabled  soldiers  are  receiving  more 
than  minimum  subsistence,  that  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  them  will  be  receiving 
a  figure  around  the  margin  of  minimum 
subsistence  and  some  of  them  below  it. 

But  that  is  only  half  the  story.  I  have 
the  personal  investigations  of  1,500  cases 
of  men  disabled  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
it  may  interest  the  House  to  hear  the 
result  of  that  survey.  Of  those  1,500  men, 
556  were  married  before  they  were  dis- 
abled— about  one-third;  212  are  now 
widowers  or  were  not  married;  731  did  not 
marry  until  after  they  were  wounded.  So 
that  about  half  of  the  sample  I  have 
given,  which  is  a  very  representative 
sample,  did  not  marry  until  after  they 
were  wounded.  Will  the  House  see  the 
significance  of  this?  Similarly  half  the 
new  cases,  with  their  wives  and  two,  three, 
four  or  five  children — never  mind  how 
many  children — will  be  living  on  37s.  6d. 
a  week.    Even  Beveridge  would  give  them 


£2,  plus  the  levy  of  is.  yd.  to  which  I  have 
made  reference,  plus  the  rent  levy,  if  and 
when  Beveridge's  recommendations  in  that 
respect  are  looked  into,  plus  an  average  of 
8s.  for  each  child.  I  come  back  to  those 
eloquent  words  of  Beveridge's: 

"  Nothing  less  than  this  can  be  justified  on 
scientific  grounds  as  adequate  for  human 
subsistence." 

That,  I  think,  shows  that  half  our  disabled 
men  are  now,  as  far  as  the  Government 
are  concerned,  living  upon  less  than  sub- 
sistence level,  not  even  relieved  of  the 
want  which  the  Beveridge  Committee  sets 
out,  by  its  minimum  figures,  to  relieve  and, 
as  far  as  the  young  boys  who  are  coming 
in  are  concerned,  it  is  to  that  which  they 
have  to  look  forward. 

May  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
two  cases  which  came  under  my  notice 
only  this  last  week?     I  will  not  mention 
the  names  of  these  men.     Twill  give  their 
names  to   the  Minister  and  to  my  hon. 
Friends  in  the  House  or  to  the  newspaper 
Press  if  they  want  to  check  them,  but  the 
psychology    of   the   young    man   who    is 
severely  and  terribly  wounded  is  a  tender 
plant,  and  it  is  not  good  for  him  that  he 
should  become  the  centre  of  self-pity,  and 
that  he  should  have  added  to  his  physical 
disabilities  a  feeling,  supported  as  I  hope 
it  will  be,  by  the  overwhelming  mass  of 
this  House,  that  he  is  not  being  properly 
treated  by  a  great  Government  of  a  great 
country.    So  I  ask  that  these  men  be  not 
interviewed     because    their     stories     are 
dramatic.     That  is  not  my  purpose.  .  My 
purpose  is  to  convince  this  House  so  that 
something  may  be  done  and  that  we  have 
something   to    tell    these    men    to    their 
advantage  at  the  time  when  we  go  to  inter- 
view them.      Do  not  let  us  exploit  them. 
But  let  me  give  the  cases.     A  young  man 
returned  from  the  Middle  East  to  my  hos- 
pital last  week.     I  had  a  cable  from  him 
in  South  Africa,  and  I  consulted  with  his 
father  here  in  this  country.     The  purport 
of  this  cable  was,  "  Can  you  arrange  for 
me  to  be  married  by  special  licence  before 
I  am  discharged  from  the  Army,  because 
thereby  I  shall,  so  to  speak,  be  married  on 
the  strength,  and  my  wife  will  receive  an 
extra  9s'.  2d.  a  week  and  the  children,  if 
there  are  any,  will   receive   7s.    id.    and 
5s.  5d.?  "  I  had  to  tell  that  young  man 
that  the  test    was    not    whether   he    was 
married  before  discharge,  but  whether  he 
was  married   before    his    invaliding  dis- 
ability, and  that  occurred  at  Alamein. 
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In  this  other  case,  a  young  man  came 
in  to  my  hospital  five  weeks  ago  and  is 
there  now  under  my  care.  He  has  lost 
both  eyes  and  both  hands.  That  is  an 
exceptional  case.  He  was  engaged  to  be 
married  before  he  went  out  to  the  Middle 
East.  He  is  to  be  married  on  the  24th  of 
this  month.  The  girl  intends  to  stand  by 
him;  it  is  her  wish,  and  I  am  sure  they 
will  be  happy.  But  if  she  wishes  to  be 
provided  for  at  all,  it  can  only  be  if  she  is 
fed  out  of  her  husband's  attendant  allow- 
ance, because  there  is  no  provision  for 
her,  and  there  will  be  no  provision  for 
any  children  there  might  be  of  the 
marriage.  The  man  will  receive  37s.  6d. 
a  week  and  18s.  attendant  allowance.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  something 
must  be  done  in  these  special  cases. 

There  are  cases  among  my  own  men, 
and  among  all  these  disabled  men  who 
have  lost  limbs,  where  they  are  in  good 
jobs  and  are  earning  good  money.  The 
training  and  encouragement  we  have 
given  them  have  enabled  them  to  take 
good  jobs  at  good  money.  They  have  a 
basic  pension  as  a  safeguard  against  evil 
times,  and  so  the  reduction  from  the 
normal  to  the  sub-normal  is  made  up  to 
them.  But  disability  does  not  only  affect 
you  in  your  working  time.  It  affects  you  in 
the  morning,  when  you  are  trying  to  shave, 
when  you  are  looking  for  your  clothes, 
when  you  are  struggling  to  put  on  your 
trousers  on  one  leg.  It  affects  you  all  the 
time,  and  it  js  partly  for  that  that  this 
compensation  should  be  paid.  Even  if 
some  overcome  these  difficulties  and  get 
jobs,  there  are  others  in  this  country  now, 
and  there  will  be  others  from  this  steady 
stream  coming  back  to  us  from  the  war 
zone,  who  cannot  earn  and  will  not  be 
provided  for  above  the  Beveridge  level 
of  subsistence. 

May  I  say  what  I  think  this  House 
should  ask  the  Government  to  do?  First, 
we  should  ask  that  the  2s.  6d.  be  put 
right,,  because  it  is  hardly  worth  arguing 
about.  I  hope  every  Member  of  the 
House  who  speaks  to-day  will  say  the 
same  thing  to  the  Minister.  It  appears 
that  things  said  100  times  have  more 
validity  than  when  they  are  said  once, 
whatever  their  merits.  So  let  us  say  it 
100  times  and  ask  the  newspapers  to  say 
it  1,000  times  until  this  matter  of  the 
2s.  6d.  is  put  right.  It  is  too  small  for  a 
great  people  to  be  bothered  about.  Far 
more  important  and  costly  is  the  question 


of  children's  and  wives'  allowances — a 
business  which  must  be  rectified.  I  will 
put  one  argument  to  the  House  which  I 
hope  will  command  general  respect  and 
assent.  There  may  be  differences  among 
us  as  to  how  swiftly  or  fully  the 
Beveridge  proposals  regarding  family 
allowances  can  be  brought  into  effect.  I 
think  the  House  has  given  approval  in 
general  to  the  family  allowances  pro- 
visions. I  think  the  Government  have 
done  so,  because  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  himself  came  forward  and 
mentioned  a  figure.  He  said  he  agreed 
with  the  principle  of  family  allowances 
but  put  forward  the  figure  of  5s.  instead 
of  8s.  Well,  I  will  not  argue  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  5s.  or  8s.;  I  will 
only  call  to  mind  the  fact  that  the 
Government  have  approved. 

Here  is  a  proposal.  To  those  who 
want  family  allowances  now,  I  say  "  Will 
you  help  me  to  get  a  start  in  getting  them 
for  disabled  soldiers?  "  To  those  who 
think  a  little  more  time  should  be  taken 
I  say,  "  Will  you  help  me  by  agreeing 
that  this  first  step  should  be  taken  and 
taken  now?  "  I  ask  that  the  matter  of 
the  2s.  6d.  should  be  put  right  and  that 
children's  and  wives'  allowances  should 
be  paid  henceforth,,  or  as  soon  as  the 
Minister  can  bring  the  necessary  Warrant 
here. 

Mr.  Stephen  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) : 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is  put- 
ting up  a  very  strong  case.  I  would  like 
to  ask  him  whether  he  would  advise  us  to 
vote  against  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill  if 
the  Government  refuse  to  accept  the 
moderate  proposals  he  is  putting  forward  ? 

Sir  I.  Fraser:  It  is  hardly  for  me  to 
advise  Members  to  vote  against  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  Bill.  For  my  part,  I  put 
down  a  Motion  which  was  supported  by 
Members  in  all  parts  of  the  House.  I 
would  have  wished  for  a  full  Debate  on 
that  Motion,  which  I  would  have  been 
willing  to  have  pressed  to  a  Division.  I 
worded  the  Motion  reasonably  and  called 
for  an  inquiry  into  these  matters.  I  would 
have  wished  that  the  Government  would 
have  accepted  it.  If  they  had  not,  I 
would  have  been  prepared  to  take  this 
matter  to  a  Division.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Leader  of  the  House,  who  is 
now  in  America,  was  good  enough  to 
show  sympathy  when  I  asked  him  for  a 
day  to  debate  the  Motion.     I  expected  a 
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day  when  we  might  debate  this  matter 
with  the  gloves  off.  But  we  have  been 
given  to-day  instead.  It  was  not  for  me  to 
say  that  I  would  not  take  it,  although  I 
would  speak  two  or  three  times  or  more  on 
this  matter  if  necessary.  With  my  little 
knowledge  of  Parliamentary  procedure 
and  the  significance  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  Bill,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would 
be  quite  in  proportion  to  challenge  a  vote 
on  this  issue  here  and  now.  But  let  us 
show  the  Government  that  we  are  asking 
the  Minister  to  come  down  here  with 
something  in  his  bag.  Let  us,  in  a  month 
or  two,  if  this  matter  is  not  satisfactorily 
settled,  get  another  day  and,  if  necessary, 
challenge  the  matter. 

I  have  urged  these  family  allowances, 
and  it  is  only  right  that  I  should  deal  with 
two  controversial  points  about  them.  The 
first  suggestion  is  that  the  State  will  be 
endowing  the  marriage  of  the  unfit  and, 
perhaps,  the  production  of  impaired 
children.  Let  me  say  something  that  every 
doctor  and  every  layman  will  know.  A 
puppy  born  of  a  father  who  has  had  his 
tail  cut  off  is  not  born  with  a  shortened 
tail.  That  is  the  fortunate  law  of  nature. 
Nor  are  children  of  men  suffering  from 
trauma,  men  whose  limbs  and  bodies  have 
been  hurt,  born  in  any  way  impaired. 
Thousands  of  my  friends'  children  are  now 
valiantly  serving  in  our  Armed  Forces, 
having  been  encouraged  by  their  impaired 
fathers  to  come  forward  and  do  their  best. 
There  is  no  physiological  reason  why  men 
disabled  in  the  highest  degree  should  not 
produce  fit  children;  in  fact,  they  have 
done  so.  Indeed,  it  may  be  argued  that 
the  sufferings  of  their  fathers  have  made 
these  children  grow  up  in  an  atmosphere 
which  makes  good  citizens. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  ignorant  that  there 
are  probably  abuses  in  this  payment  of 
pension  to  wives,  whenever  they  are 
married  to  disabled  men.  It  is  alleged  that 
in  another  country  there  have  been  scan- 
dals about  pensions  being  paid  to  suc- 
cessors of  men  who  served  in  wars  100 
years  ago.  Well,  scandals  in  other  coun- 
tries should  not  deter  us  from  doing  justice 
here,  because  our  pensions  system  has 
always  been  upright  and  honest.  The  so- 
called  death-bed  marriage  is  brought  up 
by  the  ignorant  to  try  to  convince  the 
House  that  it  is  going  along  a  dangerous 
road.  What  is  the  death-bed  marriage? 
It  is  when  a  young  girl  marries  an  old 
pensioner  of  70,  hoping  that  he  will  die 
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soon  so  that  she  will  get  a  pension.  It  may 
have  occurred  elsewhere — I  do  not  allege 
it— but  it  cannot  occur  here.  Let  me  tell 
the  House  why.  A  pension  is  not  payable 
at  all  to  the  deceased  soldier's  widow  un- 
less he  dies  of  the  wound  or  cause  which 
led  to  his  first  invalidity.  If,  in  fact,  an 
old  boy  marries  and  perhaps  enjoys  mar- 
riage and  dies  a  year  or  two  later,  is  it  not 
most  likely  that  he  will  have  died  of  old 
age?  Almost  certainly  he  will  not  have 
died  of  an  invaliding  disability  of  50  years 
ago.  But  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  an 
occasional  scandal  or  occasional  case 
50  years  hence,  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be  beyond  the  wit  of  the  House  to  devise 
a  safeguard.  In  fact,  each  one  of  the 
Dominions  has  devised  a  safeguard,  for 
we  are  the  only  country  in  the  Common- 
wealth where  this  principle  is  not  adopted. 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  I 
want  to  refer.  Sir  William  Beveridge  in 
his  Report  says  of  those  men  who  are 
disabled  in  industry — I  am  paraphrasing 
his  statements — that  those  who  work  in 
industry,  and  particularly  in  the 
hazardous  industries,  have  taken  on  a 
special  risk  for  the  community,  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  asked,  when  permanent 
disability  ensues  from  an  accident,  to  live 
on  the  minimum  rate,  but  ought  to  have 
a  higher  rate,  so  that  men  may  continue 
to  be  induced  to  enter  those  hazardous 
industries.  He  has  in  mind  mining,  for 
example.  Is  not  war  service  a  hazardous 
occupation  worthy  of  similar  considera- 
tion? Sir  William  Beveridge  gives  a 
maximum  of  £3  a  week  to  those  cases. 
This  is  a  further  argument,  jt  seems  to 
me,  for  seeing  this  matter  in  a  different 
way  from  that  in  which  we  have  seen  it 
so  far. 

I  ask  the  House  to  bear  with  me  for  a 
minute  or  two  while  I  try  to  dispose  of 
the  cost-of-living  argument  which  the 
Minister  has  repeated  so  frequently  in 
the  House.  Here  are  the  facts.  In  1919 
the  cost-of-living  figure  stood  at  215 
points.  At  that  time  the  flat-rate  pension 
was  fixed  at  £2.  To  show  the  House 
what  happened,  in  the  middle  of  the 
slump,  at  the  very  worst  period  the  cost 
of  living  fell  to  136.  With  the  opening 
of  the  war  it  had  risen  to  155,  and  it  now 
stands  at  199.  Because  the  cost-of-living 
figure  has  not  risen  the  odd  16  points  to 
215  again,  the  Minister  will  say  that  no 
cause  is  shown  why  the  new  men  should 
have  the  extra  half-a-crown  and  much 
less  that  the  old  men  should  have  a  rise. 
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That    will    be    the   Minister's    argument, 
unless  he  has  found  a  new  one.     I  would 
like    to   make  one    or   two   points   about 
that.     When  the  rate  of  £2  was  fixed,  it 
was  fixed  in  the  environment  of  the  time. 
Men    are    conditioned    by    their    environ- 
ment.      What     is     satisfactory     in     one 
environment  may  not  be   satisfactory  in 
another.     At  that  time  we  were,  in  fact, 
giving    disabled    men    considerably    more 
than  was  being  paid  for  subsistence  by 
the  Poor  Law  or  public  assistance  or  by 
the  unemployment  authorities.     The  ex- 
Service  man,  instead  of  saying,  "  This  is 
pretty  bad,"  said,   "  They  give  us  a  bit 
more  than  they  give  the  other  chaps;  they 
recognise  our  special  position.     It  is  not 
bad."    Therefore,  something  like  a  settle- 
ment was  reached,  but  the  essential  part 
of  the  settlement  was  the  environment  in 
which  it  was  made.     That  has  changed. 
In  the  25  years  we  have  been  down  into 
the  great  slump  and  gradually  we  have 
crept  back  to  the  present  conditions. 

Let  hon.  Members  picture  the  disabled 
soldier.     He  sits  in  his  home  or  lies  in 
bed,  if  he  is  bed-ridden.     He  cannot  take 
an  active  part  in. the  war,  but  he  urges 
his  children  to  take  theirs.     He  has  all 
the    spirit    without   the    easement    which 
comes  from  action.     He  is  much  to  be 
admired.       If     we     had     said    to     him, 
"  Wages  are  to  be  stabilised  for  the  dura- 
tion   of   the   war,    full   employment   will 
give  overtime  and  double  time,  but  the 
rates  will  be  stabilised,  and  so  will  your 
rate,"  he  would  have  said,  "  What  could 
be  fairer  than  that?  "      But  that  is  not 
what  we  have  done.     In  the  years  from 
1931  to  1939  wages  bills  rose  by  10  per 
cent.,  and  in  the  years  from  the  war  to  the 
present  they  have  risen  a  further  33J  per 
cent.    To-day  I  read  of  the  award  which 
the  engineers  have  gained  and  the  claim 
which  the  rail  way  men  are  making.     The 
soldiers  themselves  have  had  their  original 
pay  of  pre-war  days  raised  by  a  very  con- 
siderable amount,  as  well  as  continuing  to 
share  in  the  bountiful  extras  which  go  to 
every  soldier.     In  the  case  of  men  who 
have  passed  through  a  long  period  of  un- 
employment in  our  industries,  now  that 
their  term  has  come  I  do  not  grudge  them 
their  claims  for  better  wages  and  better 
conditions.      They   had   a   lot  of   leeway 
to  make  up.    I  do  not  grudge  the  soldiers 
their  extra  pay.       But  I  say  that  a  new 
environment    has    been    created    around 
which  and  in  which  our  disabled  men  are 
denied  the  particular  portion  of  the  con- 


sumption  goods  of   this   country   due   to 
them.        In    the    new    atmosphere    and 
environment  there  is  a  new  standard  of 
living.  If  we  are  to  have  our  men  feel  and 
ourselves  to  know  that  they,  are  having 
better   than   mere   subsistence,    we    must 
take  a  present-day  interpretation  of  what 
mere   subsistence   is.      Therefore,    I   say, 
Away  with  the  Minister's  argument  about 
the  cost-of-living  and  its  points.        Inci- 
dentally, they  are  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
old   soldier's  life.      I   do   not   plead   that 
Parliament   should  give  money   in   order 
that    soldiers    may    buy    beer.       [Hon. 
Members:    "Why  not?  "]      Because   I 
do  not  want  to  get  into  that  controversy 
with  any  hon.   Member,   but  I   will  tell 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — and  I  am  glad 
he   can   tell   us   that   he   was    himself   a 
member   of    the   British   Legion — that    a 
glass  of  beer  and  10  cigarettes  a  day  do 
not  come  amiss  if  you  have  lost  your  limbs 
and  are  bed-ridden.     If  that  is  taken  into 
account  in  the  cost  of  living,   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that  the  soldier 
is  very  much  below  the  level  at  which  he 
can  have  a  decent  freedom  from  want, 
let  alone  any  comfort  or  amenity  above  it. 

I  think  I  have  exhausted  the  points  in 
my  mind,  save  for  two  or  three  small  ones 
to  which  I  will  turn  before  coming  to  my 
concluding  remarks.     What  I  said  about 
the  men  on  the  flat  rate  applies  to  the 
N.C.O.'s    and    officers,    but    there    is    a 
special  point  about   officers.     We   would 
all  agree  that  officers  should  be  reduced, 
if  the  men  are  to  be  reduced,  by  a  similar 
proportion.      I  claim  that  neither  should 
have  been  reduced,  but  if  there  is  to  be  a 
cut,   it  must  be  an  all-round  one.     The 
Ministry  have  made  a   double   reduction 
in  the  case  of  officers,,  and  in  the  case  of 
officers'  children  born  before  the  officers 
were     wounded,      the      allowances      are 
subject  to  a  means  test.     In  the  case  of 
the  N.C.O.'s  and  the  men  they  are  not.  1 
think  that  is  an  anomaly  which  might  well 
be  looked  into.    What  I  have  said  applies 
to   nurses.     There  are  nurses  who   were 
wounded  in  the  last  war  and  in  the  present 
war.    They  must  have  consideration  pari 
passu.      There    is    the    question    of    the 
women's    forces    in    regard    to   which    I 
thought  I  heard  an  unsatisfactory  answer 
given  at    Question   Time  to-day.      They 
come  into  this  argument,  for  they,    too, 
must    have    equal    compensation    and    a 
share   in   any  rises    which   the    Minister 
brings  a  little  later  on. 
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[Sir  I.  Fraser.] 

Lastly,  there  is  a  curious  class  in  re- 
gard to  whom  I  want  to  make  a  plea  and 
give  an  illustration.  The  case  of  a  soldier 
who  served  his  country  for  25  years 
before  the  war  and  who  joined  up  again 
for  this  war,  is  worse,  or  at  any  rate  not 
any  better,,  than  it  would  be  if  he  had 
never  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  before. 
There  is  a  petty  officer  friend  of  mine, 
and  this  is  his  extraordinary  story.  He 
served  for  25  years  in  the  Navy.  For  that 
he  earned  a  long-service  pension  of 
24s.  6d.  a  week,  but  he  commuted  5s.  3d. 
of  it,  leaving  him  19s.  3d.  He  was  carry- 
ing on  before  the  war  with  19s.  3d.  a 
week.  He  then  rejoined  the  Navy  and 
was  blinded  on  a  destroyer  at  the  battle 
of  Narvik.  He  now  receives  less  than  the 
pension  which  a  petty  officer  of  this  war 
would  receive.  Why?  He  gets  no  credit 
for  his  long  Service  pension,  but  there  is  a 
deduction  of  5s.  3d.  in  respect  of  the  part 
he  commuted.  Instead  of  getting  a  proper 
disability  pension  plus  the  19s.,  which 
every  reasonable  man  would  think  was 
arithmetic  and  justice,  he  actually  gets 
less.  Perhaps  other  hon.  Members  may 
have  similar  cases.  It  is  a  monstrous  in- 
justice for  the  sake  of  a  few  shillings. 

I  come  now  to  my  last  remarks.  This 
plea  is  not  only  a  plea  for  a  few  men. 
It  is  a  plea  for  a  growing  number,  for 
the  country  lies  on  the  edge  of  great 
events,  events  which  will  take  their 
terrible  toll  in  lives  and  limbs.  The 
young  men  are  beginning  to  come  back 
now,  a  small  trickle  which  will  become 
a  flood.  Now,  surely,  is  the  time  when 
we  should  review  what  we  are  doing  and 
see  whether  it  is  in  line  with  what  we 
thought  we  were  doing  and  with  what 
our  hearts  tell  us  we  should  do.  I  ask 
for  a  Select  Committee  now  to  investigate 
all  these  matters,  to  investigate  how. the 
problem  of  the  ex-Service  men  will  fit 
into  the  Beveridge  Report,  to  investigate 
these  grievances,  and  so  to  have  ready  for 
the  time  when  we  have  in  our  country 
thousands  of  these  cases  a  justification  of 
the  present  system,  if  it  can  be  justified, 
or  alternatively,  amendment  if  it  cannot. 
There  is  not  only  that  point  of  the  men 
coming  back.  There  is  the  whole  morale 
of  our  armies.  It  is  necessary  they 
should  know  that  in  case  of  need  their 
country  will  look  after  them.  A  few 
days  ago  there  died  Laurence  Binyon, 
who  wrote: 


"  At  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  and  in 

the  morning, 
We  will   remember  them." 

Not  always  have  we  remembered  our  old 
soldiers.  It  is  necessary  now  that  we 
should  have  our  young  soldiers  feel  that 
we  have  them  and  their  future  in  mind. 
The  trade  union  men  are  well  represented 
in  the  War  Cabinet.  They  have  their 
machinery,  not  ineffective,  as  anyone 
who  reads  the  ■'  Ministry  of  Labour 
Gazette  "  will  see,  as  anybody  who  listens 
to  the  wireless  night  after  night  will 
know.  The  people  who  own  property 
have  their  representatives,  not  ineffective; 
it  has  been  possible  to  measure  the 
damage  to  property  and  to  assess  a 
means  of  compensation  for  it.  Is  it  not 
now  possible  to  measure  to  some  extent 
the  damage  to  human  beings  arising  out 
of  the  war,  to  measure  it  and  set  down 
a  decent  standard  of  compensation?  The 
only  organisation  that  the  old  soldier  has 
is  the  British  Legion,  and  it  has  had  25 
years  of  peace  in  which  to  settle  down 
a  little  into  its  own  habitual  and  charming 
ways.  It  needs  waking  up,  it  needs  to 
bring  into  its  ranks  the  young  men 
coming  out  of  the  Armies  now.  It  needs 
spokesmen  in  the  House  and  the  country 
to  call  upon  Members  of  Parliament,  to 
tell  them  of  the  existence  in  their  consti- 
tuencies of  scores  of  cases  already  who 
claim  they  ought  to  have  a  fair  trial  and 
who  claim  they  are  not  being  given  con- 
sideration. It  rests  with  this  House  to 
be  the  guardian  of  the  interests  of  the 
serving  men  and  the  ex-Service  men  and 
to  see  that  proper  arrangements  are  made 
for  them.  I  ask  hon.  Members  in  this 
Debate — and  I  hope  hon.  Members  of  all 
parties  will  speak — to  make  it  clear  to 
the  Government  that  we  want  these  con- 
cessions now,  and  if  they  cannot  be  made, 
we  want  a  Select  Committee  to  tell  us 
whv  not  or  make  proper  recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Bellenger  (Bassetlaw) :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale  (Sir 
Ian  Fraser)  has  argued  his  case  cogently, 
and  at  times  even  dramatically,  but  all 
Members  know,  especially  those  who  have 
had  experience  of  the  Fighting  Forces, 
drama  among  fighting  men  is  never  absent, 
and  the  individual  cases  to  which  he  has 
referred  have  pointed  out  to  the  Minister 
and  to  the  House,  I  hope  in  no  uncertain 
manner,  the  many  inequalities  and  anoma- 
lies that  exist  in  the  present  pensions  War- 
rant.   I  believe,  in  pursuance  of  the  hon. 
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and  gallant  Gentleman's  wish,  that  many 
Members  will  give  expression  to  their 
views,  so  that  the  Minister  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  left  in  no  uncertain  mind  as  to 
the  determination  of  the  House  to  improve 
the  present  position.  Do  we  look  at  this 
whole  subject  of  war  pensions  with  the 
right  perspective?  If  I  may  illustrate  my 
point  I  should  like  to  instance  the  case 
of  a  wireless  set  and  of  a  field  gun.  I  have 
never  heard,  in  any  demand  that  we  make 
for  an  ever-increasing  supply  of  wireless 
sets  and  guns,  that  there  is  any  squabble 
raised  as  to  the  price,  in  spite  of  the  cost- 
ing machinery  that  the  Government  have 
set  up.  We  must  have  the  guns,  and  we 
must  have  the  wireless  sets,  and  we  have 
to  pay  the  full  price  for  them — in  the  case 
of  a  wireless  set  in  a  tank  £145  and  for  a 
25-pounder  gun  well  over  £2,000.  The 
only  perspective  that  we  can  use  in  view- 
ing this  question  of  the  loss  or  damage  to 
human  material  in  the  war  is  the  same 
angle  from  which  we  view  the  cost  of  guns 
and  the  wireless  sets  and  other  material 
that  we  use  and  lose  so  frequently  in  the 
war. 

The  question  of  disability  pensions  is 
bound  to  increase  in  gravity  the  more  we 
call  up  for  service  the  older  age  groups. 
I  should  imagine  that  every  hon.  Member 
has  had  cases  brought  to  his  attention  of 
men  between  35  and  40  who  were  able  to 
carry  on  in  civil  life,  even  though  they 
were  not  100  per  cent,  fit,  but 
when  they  are  called  up  for  the 
Army  or  the  other  Services  and 
have  to  undergo  the  rigours  and 
the  strenuous  training  they  break  down, 
and  too  frequently  the  Ministry  of  Pen- 
sions dismisses  their  claims  to  a  pension 
because,  so  the  Ministry  alleges,  their  dis- 
ability is  not  due  to  or  has  not  been  aggra- 
vated by  their  war  service.  It  is  small 
wonder,  therefore,  that  there  is  deep  dis- 
quiet growing  up  in  the  country  and  in 
the  House — the  Minister  must  be  aware  of 
it,  or,  if  he  attempts  to  prove  that  it  does 
not  exist,  he  will  have  a  very  hard  case — 
as  to  the  methods  that  we  are  adopting 
for  many  of  these  ex-Service  men.  I  had  a 
letter  the  other  day — the  Minister  had  one 
too — from  a  body  calling  itself  Ex- 
Metropolitan  Mayors.  They  say  they 
represent  17  out  of  the  28  Metro- 
politan Boroughs.  These  mayors,  who 
come  into  contact  with  citizens  as  I  sup- 
pose no  other  individuals  except  those  en- 
gaged in  welfare  work  do,  expressed  their 
alarm  at  what  they  are  hearing  from  men 


returning  from  the  war,  many  of  them  ex- 
Service  men  of  the  old  war,  and  members 
of  the  British  Legion.  This  is  not  a  party 
matter.  It  is  a  subject  which  should  be, 
and  I  believe  is,  free  from  any  party  bias 
or  prejudice,  and  those  who  speak  to-day 
from  all  sides  of  the  House,  I  believe,  will 
echo  the  demand  made  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  which  I  wish  to  en- 
dorse. Never  let  us  forget  that,  if  a  house 
is  damaged,  full  compensation  is  paid  to 
the  owner  under  the  system  laid  down 
under  the  War  Damage  Insurance  Act. 
Shipowners  receive  their  ships  back.  We 
cannot  give  back  to  the  ex-Service  men 
their  health,  but  the  least  we  can  do  is  to 
see  that  they  do  not  materially  suffer,  in 
so  far  as  the  nation  can  avoid  it,  because 
they  have  sacrificed  their  health  in  the 
interest  of  their  country. 

A  private  notice  Question  was  put  to 
the  Minister  to-day  on  the  subject  of 
pensions  appeal  tribunals,  and  I  should 
like  to  put  one  or  two  questions  which 
the  Minister  studiously  avoided.  I  do 
not  think  he  carried  the  situation  much 
further  forward  by  his  answer.  How 
often  has  his  sub-committee  of  the 
Central  Advisory  Committee  met  since 
it  was  set  up?  I  should  be  very  much 
surprised  if  it  has  met  more  than  twice. 
The  Minister  is  using  the  Central  Ad- 
visory Committee,  and  this  sub-com- 
mittee, as  an  alibi — as  camouflage.  If 
certain  improvements  are  made  ir  the 
pensions  Warrant,  which  happens  from 
time  to  time  in  a  smaller  or  larger  way, 
some  of  them  are  sometimes  suggested  by 
the  Central  Advisory  Committee,  but  it 
is  not  called  together  except  on  the  initia- 
tive of  the  Minister,  and  he  need  not 
accept  its  advice  if  he  does  not  want 
to.  He  is  using  the  Committee  as  a  cloak 
to  give  the  impression  to  the  House,  and 
probably  to  others  outside,  that  he  has  a 
body  advising  him  on  the  subject  of 
pensions.  I  do  not  believe  that  such  is 
the  case,,  and  I  wish  that  those  hon. 
Members  who  are  members  of  it  should 
express  their  views  on  the  subject  to-day. 
I  have  heard  them  in  private.  What  is 
the  ostensible  reason  for  not  setting  up 
pensions  appeal  tribunals?  The  Minister 
has  told  us  he  cannot  find  the  staff.  Has 
he  approached  the  British  Medical 
Association?  f or  the  doctors  whom  he  must 
have,  and,  if  he  has,  as  I  have  reason 
to  believe  he  has  done,  what  was  the 
answer  to  his  approaches?  I  should  not 
be  at  all  surprised  if  the  B.M.A.  told  him 
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[Mr.  Bellenger.] 
they  could  find  the  doctors.  You  need 
lawyers  to  act  as  chairmen  if  you  are 
going  to  adopt  the  same  system  as  we  used 
after  the  last  war.  I  think  the  lawyers 
could  be  found  probably  more  easily 
than  the  doctors.  You  need  ex-Service 
officers  or  men.  They  can  be  found  in 
plenty.  Therefore  I  see  no  valid  reason 
why  pensions  appeal  tribunals  should  not 
be  set  up  forthwith. 

There  is  another  reason,  that  ex- 
members  of  the  Forces  have  so  far  no 
statutory  right  to  a  pension,  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce 
legislation  to  ensure  their  complete  and 
absolute  right,  which  does  not  now  exist 
except  by  virtue  of  the  Warrant.  Hon. 
Members  are  familiar  with  some  of  the 
features  of  the  last  war  pensions  appeal 
tribunals.  One  claim  in  four^-something 
like  50,000  or  more — was  allowed.  To- 
day the  Minister  himself  is  the  appeal 
tribunal.  Perhaps  he  will  tell  us  if  he 
grants  as  many  as  25  per  cent,  of  the 
claims  made  by  ex-Service  men  whose 
original  claims  have  been  refused  by  the 
Ministry.  .  Whether  he  does  or  not,  it  is 
not  justice  that  we  should  leave  it  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Minister,  who  makes 
the  laws  and  interprets  them  in  his  own 
fashion.  We  want  these  pensions  appeal 
tribunals,  and  very  quickly. 

I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  consider  a  case  which  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice.  He  has  told 
us  that  Members  have  a  right  to  come 
to  him  and  plead  the  cases  of  ex-Service 
men  who  have  been  refused  pensions, 
and  the  British  Legion  do  the  same.  I 
have  had  a  case  brought  to  my  attention 
where  he  attempted  to  discourage  a  trade 
union  from  acting  on  behalf  of  an 
ex-Service  man.  If  a  man  prefers  to  put 
his  claim,  whether  his  original  claim  or  a 
subsequent  appeal,  in  the  hands  of  a 
solicitor,  or  the  British  Legion,  or  a 
Member  of  this  House,  or  his  own  trade 
union,  which  very  often  stands  very  close 
to  him  in  such  matters,  I  think  he  should 
be  permitted  to  have  his  trade  union 
representing  him  right  through  the 
negotiations  until  the  end,  when  we  have 
the  Minister's  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  claim. 

The  differences  between  th«  last  war 
and  the  present  war  rates  of  pension  have 
been  referred  to,  I  think  unanswerably, 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the     Member     for     Lonsdale.       I     only 


wish  to  add  to  what  he  said  that, 
when  the  40s.  a  week  pension  was 
granted  after  the  last  war,  it  was  on 
a  cost-of-living  basis,  to  which  it  has  been 
subject  ever  since.  But  not  once  has  any 
Government  attempted  to  reduce  the 
pension,  although  the  cost  of  living  has 
fluctuated.  Therefore  the  Minister's  argu- 
ment that  the  cost  of  living  to-day  is  not 
so  great  as  when  the  pensions  were  first 
fixed  at  40s.  goes  by  the  board.  Why, 
therefore,  should  we  have  to  argue  for 
the  difference  between  37s.  6d.  and  40s. 
for  those  completely  disabled?  The 
points  put  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  Lonsdale  are  well  known 
to  all  those  who  study  this  subject  and 
who  are  closely  associated  with  it,  as  he 
is  in  the  British  Legion  and  as  many  of 
us  are  in  our  capacity  as  Members  of 
Parliament.  They  are  what  one  might 
almost  now  call  hardy  annuals  so  often 
have  we  argued  this  case  out  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  so  often  has  the 
Minister  waved  our  points  aside  with  the 
bluff,  hearty  geniality  which  he  affects 
on  so  many  occasions  and  which  has  seen 
him  through  so  many  difficult  situations. 
I  suggest  to  the  Minister  that  the  time 
is  coming  when  we  shall  not  argue  these 
points  as  we  have  argued  them  in  the 
past,  but  when  it  may  be  necessary,  if 
the  Minister  does  not  meet  us,  to  test  the 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  a 
manner  whicti  the  House  well  under- 
stands. I  do  not  want  it  to  reach  that 
point,  but  if  it  does  come  to  it  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
will  find  that  all  the  arguments  he  has 
advanced  in  the  past  will  not  be  of  much 
avail.  I  therefore  urge  him  to  consider 
while  there  is  time.     • 

I  want  to  put  a  particular  point  in 
the  case  of  widows.  If  a  wife  receives 
one  of  those  tragic  telegrams  which  are 
so  often  received  when  husbands  are 
fighting  overseas,  and  will  possibly  be 
more  frequent  the  more  we  go  into  action, 
she  draws  her  Service  pay  and  allowances 
for  13  weeks.  While  her  husband  is  alive 
she  may  get  not  only  her  Service  pay  and 
allowances  but  a  War  Service  Grant  from 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  She  continues 
to  draw  '  that  grant  with  her  pay  and 
allowances  for  13  weeks  after  the  notifica- 
tion of  her  husband's  death.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  she  comes  on  to  a  Ministry 
of  Pensions  pension,  in  which  there  is 
no  allowance  for  any  War  Service  Grant. 
We  have  the  rather  strange  anomaly  that 
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while  the  husband  is  alive  the  wife,  if 
she  has  three  children,  draws  £2  10s.  6d. 
a  week,  and  possibly  £5  10s.  6d.  if  she 
is  on  the  maximum  War  Service  Grant. 
After  13  weeks  she  drops  to  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  allowance  of  £2  7s.  That  is 
too  sudden  a  cut,  and  some  arrangement 
ought  to  be  made — either  by  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  or  one  of  the  Service  Depart- 
ments, but  I  would  prefer  the  Ministry 
to  continue  in  some  way  the  War  Service 
Grant  in  whole  or  part  so  as  to  bring 
the  widow  gradually  to  the  time  when 
she  ]ias  got  over  her  tragedy  and  is  more 
able  to  bear  her  material  loss  than  she 
is  immediately  after  her  husband's  death. 
In  the  last. war  we  had  a  special  grants 
committee,  and  provision  was  made  in 
some  degree  for  hard  cases.  I  urge  my 
right  hon.  Friend  to  consider  sympathetic- 
ally such  a  committee  for  those  who  are 
widowed  in  this  war.  The  allowance  for 
the  second  child  while  the  father  is  alive 
is  8s;.  (3d.  a  week,  but  when  he  dies  it 
is  7s.  His  third  child  gets  7s.  6d.  while 
he  is  alive,  and  5s.  6d.  when  he  is  dead. 
Can  the  Minister  really  justify  that  dif- 
ference ?  Whatever  we  may  say  about 
widows,  children  under  16  want  just  as 
much  when  their  father  is  dead  as  they 
do  when  he  is  alive.  If  one  may  quote 
Beyeridge,  we  have  this  admission,  for 
trie .subsistence  of  children  after  the  first 
cjnTci  is  put  at,  I  think,  8s.  6d.  a  week. 

Another  anomaly  was  referred  to  by 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  South-East  Leeds  (Major 
Milner),  who  is  now  Deputy-Speaker.  He 
referred  to  that  small  number  of  cases, 
but  nevertheless  hard  cases,  as  the 
Minister  admits,  of  widows  who  get 
neither  a  Ministry  of  Pensions  pension  nor 
a  widows'  and  orphans'  pension  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  What  has  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  done  about  this? 
He  spoke  in  strong  language  about  the 
question  when  it  was  raised  in  the  Debate 
on  20th  October  last.     He  said : 

"If  a  man  was  not  insured  before  he 
joined  the  Army  and  had  not  been  in  long 
enough  to  qualify,  his  widow  would  receive 
no  pension  either  from  my  Department  or 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I  agree  with 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  that  this  is  a 
matter  which  we  ought  to  square  up  ...  . 
They  ought  to  be  admitted  into  National 
Health  Insurance  full  benefit   right  away." 

Just  before  this  my  right  hon.  Friend 
had  said: 

"For  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  understand 
this,   and    I   want   to  put  it  right  ", 


He  added: 

"  I  have  taken  up  the  matter  with  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Minister  of  Health.  He 
is  very  sympathetic." — [Official  Report, 
20th  Oct.,   1942;  cols.  1930-1,  Vol.  383.] 

I  want  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
whether  he  has  found  the  Minister  of 
Health's  sympathy  a  little  bit  more  than 
its  face  value?  Has  anything  been  done 
for  this  small  class  of  widows? 

I  do  not  want  to  expatiate  on  the  tragic 
position  of  single  men  who  are  disabled 
100  per  cent,  in  this  war.  Nothing  could 
be  more  tragic  than  to  deny  a  man  the 
happiness  of  marriage,  the  bliss  of  being 
father  to  little  children  and  the  domestic 
comfort  which  only  married  men  know 
that  they  can  get  at  the  family  hearth.  It 
is  true  that  the  Minister  of  Pensions  does 
not  say  that  single  men  should  not  marry, 
but  he  says:  %  If  you  marry,  you  do  so  at 
your  peril;  your  wife  will  get  nothing 
from  me  nor  will  your  children."  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  agree  with  my  hon,  and 
gallant  Friend  that  that  situation  must  be 
altered.  Otherwise,  we  are  penalising 
these  young  men  who  have  given  every- 
thing, many  of  them  voluntarily,  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  How  can  we 
maintain  that  position  any  longer? 

I  would  like  to  make  reference  to  the 
question  of  dependants.  This  is  a  much 
debated  subject  about  widowed  mothers 
who  have  done  their  best  to  bring  up  their 
boys,  often  sacrificing  much  of  their  early 
married  lives  in  order  to  give  their  sons  the 
best  education  to  fit  them  for  their  posi- 
tions in  the  world  later  on.  In  many 
cases  the  sons  do  their  duty  by  their 
mothers  later  in  life  by  giving  them  some- 
thing from  their  pay,  sometimes  quite  a 
lot.  When  the  son  is  killed  there  is  no 
automatic  pension  for  the  mother.  She  is 
subject  to  a  needs  test.  I  would  like  the 
Minister  to  tell  us  something  more  about 
this  needs  test.  How  is  it  based?  How 
is  the  mother's  eligibility  assessed?  I 
hope  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  go 
into  it  in  a  little  more  detail  than  he  has 
hitherto  done  so  that  we  can  know  why 
so  many  of  these  mothers  are  refused  the 
pensions  to  which  we  think  they  are 
entitled. 

I  wish  to  make  a  final  point  on  re- 
habilitation. We  have  recently  had  an 
interesting  Report  from  a  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Farn- 
ham  (Mr.  Tomlinson)  known  as  the 
Tomlinson  Report.    It  is  full  of  important 


151 1    Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2)      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS         Bill— Way  Pensions 


15 12 


[Mr.  Bellenger.] 
suggestions  for  dealing  not  only  with  war 
disabled  men,  but  with  civilian  cases. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  of 
these  men  who  have  been  discharged  from 
the  Forces  are  simply  thrown  on  to  the 
employment  exchanges.  Many  of  them 
are  not  able  to  go  back  to  their  old  occu- 
pations, and  they  need  careful  handling. 
I  am  not  sure  that  we  do  not  need  some 
special  facilities  to  place  them  in  work 
under  some  Government  Department  or 
Departments,  because  we  cannot  expect 
private  industry  to  take  them  on,  many 
of  them  being  only  suitable  for  light 
work,  especially  when  competitive  times 
come  after  the  war.  I  had  a  case  brought 
to  my  notice  of  a  man  who  was  refused  a 
pension  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  I 
took  the  case  up  with  the  Ministry,  and  I 
do  not  want  to  deal  with  that  side  now. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  within  my 
right  hon.  Friend's  province  to  deal  with 
the  rehabilitation  and  the  placing  of 
these  men  in  suitable  employment;  I  think 
it  is.  The  man  to  whom  I  have  referred 
was  thrown  on  to  the  employment  ex- 
change and  had  a.  sad  experience.  I  re- 
ceive many  letters  like  the  one  I  received 
from  this  man.  This  letter  seems  so 
reasonable  and  does  not  make  the  ordi- 
nary grouse  which  so  many  of  them  do 
that  I  would  like  to  read  an  extract : 

"  During  the  first  year  of  the  war  my  family 
and  I  were  quite  happy.  I  was  in  a  reserved 
occupation  and  earning  an  average  of  £6,  but 
feeling  I  was  not  quite  doing  by  bit,  on  17th 
January,  1941,  I  volunteered  for  service  in 
the  R.A.F.'; 

He  goes  on  to  say  how  he  served  in  one 
of  the  biggest  Bomber  Commands.  He 
was  eventually  discharged  with 
dermatitis,  and  the  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
on  grounds  which  I  will  not  argue  now, 
said  that  he  was  not  eligible  for  a  pension. 
He  went  to  the  employment  exchange, 
and  said,.  "  Here  I  am,  all  ready  to  go 
back  to  work.  I  am  not  fit  to  follow  my 
own  trade,  but  give  me  some  light  work. 
I  have  not  got  a  pension  as  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  say  that  my  condition  was 
not  caused  by,  or  materially  aggravated 
by  my  war  service."  He  was  for  three 
weeks  without  employment,  and 
eventually  his  wife  had  to  apply  for 
public  assistance.  We  are  not  sending 
these  men,  as  my  right  hon.  Friend  truly 
said,  to  sell  matches  in  the  street.  We 
are,  however,  throwing  them  on  to  public 
assistance.     Is  that  the  right  way  to  deal 


with  them?  If  my  right  hon.  Friend  is  not 
able  to  grant  these  men  pensions  it  is  his 
duty  to  see  somehow  or  other  that  they 
are  not  denied  employment,,  as  this  man 
was,  apparently  because  he  was  nobody's 
child.  He  ought  to  be  the  child  of  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  problems  which 
were  touched  on  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  Lonsdale.  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  that  he  and  I  and 
other  speakers  who  will  follow  have  made 
out  such  a  substantial  case  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  set  up  a  Select  Committee 
to  investigate  these  questions  unless  the 
Minister  will  meet  us  in  all  the  points  we 
put  before  him.  We  have  now  con- 
scripted our  young  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. In  the  last  war  many  volunteered, 
and  they  went  in  with  their  eyes  open. 
In  this  war,  the  nation  has  conscripted 
human  bodies,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Deputy  Prime  Minister  brought  in  a 
Bill  some  time  ago  conscripting  man- 
power and  property.  So  far  I  have  seen 
the  conscription  only  of  man-power,  with 
all  the  ill-effects  which  follow;  I  have  not 
seen  the  complete  conscription  of  property, 
and  I  say  to  the  House  that  unless  the 
Minister  alters  the  present  unbalanced 
position  between  human  beings  and 
property,  not  only  he  but  the  Government 
and  the  whole  House  will  meet  heavy 
trouble,,  because  I  am  certain  that  the 
more  we  have  young  men  coming  out  of 
the  Forces  disabled  materially  and  less 
able  to  earn  their  own  living  than  before 
they  went  in,  the  less  will  they  be  in- 
clined to  put  up  with  present*  conditions, 
as  so  many  of  their  fathers  did  in  the  last 
war.  I  hope  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
will  admit  that  we  have  argued  the  case 
so  far  quite  reasonably,  and  I  urge  him 
to  give  an  answer  to  that  case  which  has 
been  put  so  eloquently  by  the  hon.  £ind 
gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale  and  which 
will  be  put  just  as  forcibly  by  other  hon. 
Members. 

Lady  Apsley  (Bristol,  Central) :  Two 
considerations  only  have  moved  me  to  the 
point  of  craving  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  for  the  first  time,  which  I  will  know 
it  will  give  me  with  its  well-known  good 
will  and  tolerance.  The  first  reason  is  this, 
and  it  is  the  least  important:  the  old 
proverb  that  the  longer  you  look  at  a 
fence  which  you  know  you  have  got  to 
jump  sooner  or  later  the  larger  that  fence 
becomes.    The  second  reason  is  that  prac- 
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tical  experience  has  led  me  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  subject  under  discussion,  and 
I  should,  with  all  due  deference,  like  to 
bring  some  considerations  to  the  notice 
of  the  Minister.  After  the  speeches  we 
have  heard  from  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  Lonsdale  (Sir  J. 
Fraser)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Basset- 
law  (Mr.  Bellenger),  I  will  confine  my 
remarks  to  the  broad  picture  of  disable- 
ment rather  than  to  the  extreme  types  of 
disablement  to  which  they  referred. 

There  are,  in  my  opinion,  three  main 
essentials  to  be  taken  into  account  in  all 
cases  in  connection  with  disablement,  and 
I  will  mention  them  in  the  order  which  I 
think  they  should  occupy.  The  first  is, 
opportunity  for  the  sufferer  to  reorientate 
his  mind — his  whole  mental  attitude. 
Except  for  those  who  have  suffered  a 
sudden  disability  themselves,  or  have 
•been  close  to  those  who  have,  I  think  that 
few  can  realise  the  extreme  mental  shock, 
which  takes  both  time  and  attention  to 
overcome.  That  problem  is  individual;  it 
must  be  fought  out  alone,  often  against 
great  odds  and  with  varying  fortune.  Two 
attitudes  are  possible  on  the  part  of  the 
sufferer.  The  first  is  to  say,  "  I  think  1 
have  been  through  a  bad  time;  I  think  I 
am  going  to  be  an  invalid,  crippled  for 
life,  and  must  have  a  support  and  occupy 
a  sheltered  life  for  ever. ' '  The  other  atti- 
tude is  to  say,  "  Give  me  a  chance,  and  I 
will  come  back."  I  think  that  second  atti- 
tude is  the  right  one,  and  it  is  most  finely 
expressed  by  Shakespeare : 

"  Yield  not  thy  neck  to  Fortune's  Yoke 
But  let  thy  dauntless  mind 
Still  ride  in  triumph  over  all  mischance." 

In  other  words,  I  think  that  we  must  help 
the  sufferer  to  get  back  into  ordinary  life 
as  quickly  and  completely  as  possible  and 
to  get  rid  of  the  invalid  complex  as 
decisively  as  possible.  We  can  help  the 
sufferer  to  remember  that  Nature  has  her 
own  compensations.  For  instance,  if  one 
leg  is  lost,  the  other  generally  becomes 
much  stronger,  and  no  disabled  person 
has  a  bad  memory,  for  I  can  assure  you 
fhat  it  is  far  too  much  trouble  to  have  to 
go  to  fetch  the  things  one  has  forgotten. 

Then  there  is  another  very  strong  point 
for  those  who  feel  that  a  life  is  really 
wasted  that  cannot  do  something  for  its 
fellows,  and  it  is  this,  that  some  of  the 
greatest  public  servants  of  this  age  or  any 
other,  from  Nelson  and  Pitt  down  to 
President  Roosevelt,  have  not  been  100 


per  cent,  physically  fit.  Therefore,  I 
think  that  the  first  essential  is  that  we 
must  help  these  disabled  people  to  get 
back  into  ordinary  and  everyday  life,  and 
to  make  them  feel  that  despite  "  Fortune's 
Yoke  "  their  lives  can  still  be  made  worth 
living.  For  this  reason  I  should  like  to 
congratulate  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Minister  upon  the  truly  magnificent  work 
which  has  been  done,  to  my  knowledge, 
in  the  Ministry  of  Pension's  hospitals  and 
in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  rehabilitation  and  training 
schemes. 

In  the  second  place,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  there  is  much  that  we  ourselves  can 
do  in  assisting  that  work  by  our  attitude 
towards  the  disabled.  It  is  such  a 
tremendous  encouragement  to  feel  that 
others  do  care  and  are  helping  us  in  the 
struggle  upwards.  In  this  connection  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  invaluable  work 
being  done  by  the  British  Legion,  which 
has  been  mentioned  already.  I  think 
their  work  is  so  valuable  because  it  brings 
expert,  practical  and  personal  assistance 
and  encouragement  direct  into  the  dis- 
abled person's  home.  It  is  rather  a 
regrettable  feature  of  most  pensions  cases 
that  the  generous  beats  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend's  kindly  heart,  to  which  we  in  this 
House  are  accustomed,  sound  in  the  mind 
of  a  disabled  sufferer  in  the  dim  distance, 
in  the  cities  and  in  the  countryside,  rather 
like  the  tick-tock  of  the  death-watch 
beetle.  I  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
few  disabled  persons  should  present  their 
own  cases,  because,  as  all  who  have  dealt 
with  pension  cases  know,  they  become 
bogged  in  a  multitude  of  confused  and 
involved  representations.  It  is  also  my 
conviction  that  when  rules  and  regulations 
have  to  be  drawn  up  we  find  that  we 
cannot  put  human  beings  into  exact 
watertight  compartments.  Inevitably 
there  must  be  odd  sizes  left  over,  often  in 
large  numbers,  and  for  them  the  British 
Legion  and  kindred  war  charities  are 
invaluable.  I  think  it  is  our  duty  in  this 
House  to  encourage  those  war  charities 
and  the  various  Service  benevolent  funds 
to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

This  brings  me  to  the  third  essential  in 
dealing  with  the  disabled,  which  is  money. 
Money  alone  is  insufficient.  No  money 
can  compensate  an  active  man  or  woman 
for  the  loss  of  health  or  limbs,  but  money 
can  be  and  should  be  used  to  oil  the 
wheels  of  life  for  them  and  in  this  way 
make  the  sufferer  feel  that  he  or  she  can 
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[Lady  Apsley.] 
compete  fairly  in  this  workaday  world 
without  being  a  drag  on  the  family  means. 
Those  are  my  three  essentials:  oppor- 
tunity to  reorientate  the  mind ;  encourage- 
ment from  the  public;  and  money  to  re- 
lieve personal  anxieties.  If  we  provide 
these  three  essentials.  I  am  convinced  that 
all  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  dis- 
abled can  be  reabsorbed  into  life  and 
enabled  to  feel  that  they  can  help  their 
families,  and  this  attitude  is  the  right  one 
for  the  nation  as  a  whole;  but  the  lead 
must  come  from  this  House. 

In  the  Auxiliary  Territorial  Service,  in 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  serve,  it 
was  the  custom  that  if  •  one  ventured  to 
dogmatise  or  to  criticise  higher  authority, 
one  had  to  put  up  recommendations.  The 
recommendations  I  desire  to  put  up  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  are  these:  (1)  The 
establishment  as  soon  as  possible  of  those 
independent  appeals  tribunals  of  which  we 
have  just  heard;  (2)  The  raising  df  the 
basic  disability  pension  rate,  which  is, 
I  am  sure  we  all  agree,  too  low 
at  the  present  time;  (3)  Better 
publicity  in  order  to  show  the  public 
and  the  Services  the  opportunities  open 
to  the  disabled  and  what  can  be 
done  and  what  is  being  done  for  them.  I 
visualise  films  showing  how  a  child  learns 
to  pick  up  a  needle  from  the  floor  with  its 
little  artificial  arm,  shorts  showing 
the  Papworth  Settlement,  Preston  Hall, 
St.  Dunstan's  and  some  of  the 
training  colleges  for  the  disabled. 
I  believe  that  a  film  showing  how  Wing- 
Commander  Bader  mastered  his  limbs 
would  prove  an  epic  equal  to  the  ' '  First  of 
the  Few  '  -  and  give  great  encouragement 
to  the  rest  of  us  to  bear  our  lesser 
Calvaries. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  make  an  appeal 
on  behalf  of  the  women  and  children? 
After  all,  they  are  the  greatest  sufferers 
from  the  loss,  disablement  or  illness  of 
husband,  son  or  parent.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  National'  Chairman  of  the 
Women's  Section  of  the  British  Legion, 
which  consists  of  over  1,200  branches 
throughout  the  country,  made  up  of  the 
dependants  of  the  men  and  women  in  His 
Majesty's  Forces  serving  by  sea,  land  and 
air.  I  am  speaking  for  them,  as  well  as 
for  the  people  of  one  of  the  most  heavily 
war-scarred  constituencies  in  the  country, 
which  has  sent  me  to  this  House  from  a 
by-election  in  which  pensions  were  a 
very  live  issue,  when  I  say  that  we  shall 


bear  our  personal  and  irreparable 
tragedies  with  courage  and  with  pride  if 
this  House  gives  a  lead  to  the,  future 
and  the  building  of  a  better  world,  and 
in  so  doing  keeps  faith  with  the  fallen 
and  gives  hope  to  the  war  sufferers,  I 
thank  the  House  for  its  great  kindness 
and  patience  in  listening  to  me  and  trust 
that  I  have  not  been  over-long  on  a  sub- 
ject on  which  I  feel  so  deeply. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison  (Tottenham, 
North):  I  count  myself  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  speak  on  behalf  of  every  Member 
of  this  House  in  congratulating  the  noble 
Lady  upon  the  very  excellent  speech  she 
has  just  delivered  on  first  addressing  this 
House.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  be  in  the  House  to  hear 
the  noble  Lady  will  long  remember  her 
speech  for  its  sincerity  and  for  the  con- 
structive ability  she  has  shown.  We  shall 
look  forward,  I  am  sure,  on  many  future 
occasions  to  hearing  the  noble  Lady  make 
further  useful  contributions  to  our  Debates. 
It  is  remarkable  that  two  of  the  speakers 
so  far  have  been  suffering  from  very  con- 
siderable incapacity  and  have  overcome  it 
to  the  extent  that  they  were  able  to  become 
Members  of  Parliament  purely  by  their 
own  ability.  I  think  they  will  be  the 
keynote  to  this  Debate. 

I  was  in  this  House  just  after  the  last 
war,  and,  with  other  hon.  Members,  I 
remember  the  difficult  time  that  followed 
that  war.  We  look  forward  almost  with 
dread  lest  we  should  go  through  the  same 
experience  as  we  had  in  the  few  years  that 
followed  the  last  war,  when  Members  of 
Parliament  were  inundated  with  corre- 
spondence and  interviews  from  the  most 
difficult  kinds  of  case.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  of  injustice  pervading  the 
ex-Service  men  and  particularly  the  dis- 
abled ex-Service  men  then,  and  we  do  not 
want  to  see  those  conditions  repeated.  At 
the  present  time  the  general  feeling  is  that 
disability  pensions  are  too  low.  I  find 
there  is  a  feeling  of  injustice  among  the 
people  on  the  ground  that  a  man  who  is 
taken  to  serve  his  country  in  his  early 
years  of  manhood,  when  the  whole  world 
and  his  future  are  in  front  of  him,  should 
not  be  condemned,  not  only  to  the  suffer- 
ing caused  by  his  wounds,  but  to  spend 
the  rest  of  his  life  upon  a  bare  level  of 
subsistence.  It  is  bad  enough  to  be  dis- 
abled for  life;  but  it  is  worse  to  be;  con- 
demned to  a  life  of  abject  poverty  as:  a 
result  of  that  disablement. 
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A  disabled  man,  but  for  his  disable- 
ment, might  have  done  very  well  for 
himself.  The  badly  disabled  man  who 
has  any  self-respect  cannot  marry  and 
have  children  because  he  is  not  prepared 
to  live  for  the  rest  of  his  life  upon  public 
assistance.  The  single  man  receives  his 
disability  on  the  basis  of  a  single  man's 
allowance  and  is  obviously  unable  to 
marry  unless  he  is  prepared  to  live  with 
his  wife  and  children  on  public  assistance 
all  his  life.  The  young  married  man  can- 
not look  forward  to  having  a  family, 
because  of  the  fact  that  no  allowance  is 
made  for  a  family.  It  therefore  occurs  to 
me,  since  this  House  and  the  Government 
have  practically  committed  themselves  to 
the  payment  of  family  allowances,  that 
possibly  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  wait 
for  the  preparation  of'  a  scheme  applic- 
able to  the  whole  community.  Why 
should  not  the  Minister  of  Pensions  start 
straight  away  to  pay  family  allowances 
in  respect  of  the  two  classes  I  have  men- 
tioned? Afterwards,  his  plan  could  be 
fitted  into  the  bigger  plan  for  family 
allowances  for  the  whole  community. 

There  should  be  much  more  elasticity 
on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  in 
defining  the  words  "  due  to  or  aggra- 
vated by  war  service."  Up  to  now,  the 
definition  has  been  a  narrow  and  medical 
one.  Let  me  give  the  House  an  example. 
Near  where  I  live  are  two  women  who 
have  both  been  made  widows  during  the 
last  few  weeks.  Both  their  husbands 
were  killed  in  the  Middle  East.  One  was 
killed  in  warfare,  and  the  woman  receives 
a  widow's  pension.  The  other  husband 
was  killed  by  a  motor  car  while  he  was  in 
Cairo  on  leave.  I  understand  that  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  argue  in  the  second 
case  that  the  man's  death  was  not  due  to 
or  aggravated  by  his  war  service.  The 
argument  is  that  the  man  might  have 
been  killed  if  he  had  not  been  in  the 
Army.  It  is  fairly  certain  that  the  man 
would  not  have  been  in  Cairo  if  he  had 
not  been  in  the  Army.  One  can  argue 
and  discuss  these  questions,  but  I  am  sure 
that  nobody  will  succeed  in  convincing 
the  widow  of  the  second  man  or  the 
people  in. the  neighbourhood  that  she  has 
had  fair  play.  I  plead  for  some  wider 
»and  less  strict  and  narrow  interpretation 
of  those  words. 

On  my  next  point  I  do  not  blame  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions,  when  a  difficult  case 
comes  up.  Take  the  instance  of  a  man 
who  has  developed  arthritis.    Some  corre- 


spondence takes  place  with  Members  of 
Parliament,  or  the  British  Legion,  and 
finally  the  Ministry  is  appealed  to  to  make 
some  kind  of  concession.  The  Minister 
writes  and  says  something  to  this  effect, 
"  There  seems  to  be  a  doubt  about  this 
case,  and  therefore  we  will  refer  it  to  a 
panel  of  independent  doctors."  In  this 
House  the  Minister  has  frequently  pointed 
out  that  he  does  not  appoint  those  doctors. 
The  British  Medical  Association  appoints 
the  doctors,  who  are  entirely  independent. 
The  Minister  does  not  control  their  actions. 
That  is  perfectly  correct,  but  the  informa- 
tion comes  that  that  committee  of  inde- 
pendent doctors  have  examined  the  man's 
case  and  have  turned  it  down  without  see- 
ing the  man  at  all.  I  am  not  qualified  to 
argue  that  it  is  impossible  for  doctors  to 
decide  upon  a  case  without  seeing  the 
patient,  but  I  am  certain  that  you  can 
never  convince  the  man,  or  any  of  his 
neighbours,  or  any  ordinary  person,  that 
the  man  has  been  fairly  treated  when  his 
case  has  been  turned  down  by  doctors 
who  have  never  even  seen  him.  The 
Minister  may  say  in  reply  that  he  cannot 
compel  the  doctors  to  see  the  man.  I  do 
not  know  how  far  the  Minister  is  able  to 
make  representations  on  a  point  like  this, 
but  I  would  remind  him  that  there  is  a 
very  strong  psychological  aspect  of  the 
matter.  It  might  be  difficult  to  convince 
even  a  minority  of  Members  of  this  House 
that  the  man  has  had  a  fair  deal,  let  alone 
the  general  public. 

Mr.  Stephen:  Or  a  majority  of  Members. 

Mr.  Morrison:  I  could  not  convince  even 
a  minority  that  the  man  has  had  a  fair 
deal,  let  alone  a  majority.  In  many  cases 
that  one  takes  up  as  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament one  finds  that,  after  doing  one's 
best  and  making  all  representations  pos- 
sible, the  man  is  turned  down.  The  man 
will  say:  "  All  right,  I  am  satisfied  that 
I  have  had  a  fair  deal.  The  matter  has 
been  gone  into,  and  I  have  lost."  That 
attitude  is  not  possible  when  the  man's 
case  has  been  turned  down  by  doctors 
who  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  see  him. 
I  suggest  that  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
should  make  some  arrangement  with  the 
medical  profession  to  alter  this  condition 
of  affairs.  I  do  not  think  that  the  medical 
profession  will  be  so  unreasonable  as  not  to 
see  that  the  psychological  effects  of  that 
kind  of  decision  are  bad  upon  the  people 
as  a  whole. 
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I  hope  there  will  be  no  delay  in  regard 
to  getting  the  tribunals  working.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  Ministry  of  Pen- 
sions has  any  idea  of  the  feeling  of  the 
people  in  the  country  on  this  matter. 
There  is  a  strong  desire  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  to  see  that  our  lads, 
who  are  putting  up  such  a  great  fight  and 
are  saving  us,  are  getting  a  fair  deal.  I 
suggest  that  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
should  make  representations  to  the  war 
savings  people.  We  have  had  some  tre- 
mendous war  savings  efforts.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment should  respond  to  the  appeal  that 
has  been  made  by  all  parties  in  this 
Debate  for  more  generous  methods  of 
treatment  of  disabled  men,  would 
they  follow  up  that  response  by 
organising  a  "  Remembrance  Week," 
in  which  the  public  would  be  invited  to 
subscribe  to  War  Loans  free  of  interest  in 
order  to  show  their  gratitude  for  what  the 
men  have  done?  [Interruption. ~\  Not 
charity.  I  am  not  suggesting  that,  but 
that  there  might  be  some  further  appeal 
made,  not  to  people  to  lend  their  money 
at  2\  or  3  per  cent.,  but  to  invest  money 
at  no  interest  at  all  as  a  gesture.  We 
have  efforts  for  the  Army,  for  the 
Air  Force  and  for  the  Navy.  Now  let  us 
have  one t  for  the  men  who  are  coming 
out  and  will  be  coming  out  in  greater 
numbers.  I  think  that  if  the  Government 
were  to  do  that  through  its  War  Savings 
Movement,  the  response  of  the  public 
would  be  remarkable  and  would  help  to 
convince  the  Government — I  am  afraid 
they  need  some  convincing  up  to  now — 
of  the  tremendous  feeling  there  is  in  the 
country. 

I  referred  on  the  last  occasion  I  spoke 
in  this  House,  and  I  am  sure  other  hon. 
Members  notice  it,  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  an  entire  change  among  the  people 
whom  we  represent.  Whether  it  is  as 
the  result  of  the  blitz  they  have  gone 
through  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  there 
is  a  spirit  of  determination  among  the 
people  of  this  country.  They  know  better 
what  they  want,  and  they  are  determined 
that  these  men  are  not  coming  back  to  be 
treated  as  they  were  last  time.  I  hope 
this  Debate  will  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  that  we  expect  a  much  better 
move  forward  in  the  way  of  better  pen- 
sions and  conditions  for  the  men  who  are 
coming  out  of  the  Services. 

Major  Lyons  (Leicester,  East) :  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
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will  ■  allow  me  to  say  that  without  en- 
deavouring to  take  up  every  point  he  has 
made,  I  am  sure  that  there  is  general 
agreement  with  what  he  said,  and  that  he 
has  voiced  the  views  of  most  Members  of 
this  House  on  this  very  important  topic. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  to-day  meets,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment meets  rightly,  with  a  good  deal  of 
criticism,  both  inside  this  House  and  out- 
side. In  its  narrow,  parsimonious 
decisions  it  is  meeting  with  a  good  deal  of 
contempt  from  all  who  have  to>  consider 
the  Department's  work.  It  is  not  a  bit 
of  good  for  the  Minister  to  try  to  get  away 
from  the  position  by  saying,  "  I  am  bound 
by  the  terms  of  the  Royal  Warrant," 
because  if  that  Royal  Warrant  does  not 
do  essential  justice  to  the  persons  who 
matter  most,  the  Minister  should  come  to 
this  House  and  say,  "  I  will  tear  up  the 
Warrant;  give  me  a  new  one."  I  believe 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are  deter- 
mined that  those  who  have  suffered  most 
in  the  great  conflict  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged  should  receive  treatment  which 
at  any  rate  complies  with  a  sense  of 
justice  and  fairness,  and  that  if  there  is 
any  doubt  in  any  case  it  should  be  re- 
solved in  favour  of  the  applicant  and  not 
of  the  Crown,  and  that  the  men  and  their 
dependants  should  not  be  left  to  be  main- 
tained by  public  charity. 

The  Minister  knows  the  specific  case 
from  my  constituency  in  Leicester  which 
I  have  taken  up  with  him  for  a  good 
many  months  and  to  which  I  am  coming 
in  a  few  moments.  It  is  very  much  on 
the  point  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
just  made  about  the  non-examination  of 
the  injured  man  when  the  Minister  ends 
up,  when  driven  to  it,  by  saying,  "  I  will 
put  this  case  before  an  independent  medi- 
cal expert."  I  am  not  for  a  moment 
casting  aspersions  on  those  eminent  gentle- 
men who  act  in  this  capacity  to  the  Minis- 
try of  Pensions,  but  I  am  going  to  say 
that  very  largely  the  whole  of  that  is 
window  dressing  and  a  farce.  There  is 
very  often  no  examination  at  all.  In  re- 
gard to  this  case,  on  6th  August  last  year 
by  way  of  supplementary  to  a  Question 
I  put  to  the  Minister,  I  asked: 

"...  whether  it  is  not  about  time  the  Minister 
initiated  some  alteration  whereby  the  onus  of 
proof  is  removed  from  the  unfortunate  soldier 
to  the  State  which  should  prove  that  his  con- 
dition was  not  the  result  of  Service  ?  The  State 
has  the  facilities  and  the  man  has  not." 

The  Minister  replied : 
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"  I  am  prepared  to  accept  that  suggestion 
now.  It  is  up  to  my  Department  to  make  the 
proof  and  I  am  prepared  to  show  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  papers." — [Official 
Report,  6th  August,  1942;  col.  1173,  Vol. 
382.] 

The  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  point  just 
now  that  there  is  a  narrow  medical  defini- 
tion put  on  the  words  "...  attributable 
to  or  in  the  course  of  .  .  ."  It  is  some- 
times not  even  a  narrow  medical  defini- 
tion. It  is  a  definition  which  to  any  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  is  really  untenable  and 
puts  the  Minister  in  a  position  which  I 
venture  to  assert  is  indefensible. 

The  case  I  wish  to  mention  arising  out 
of  that  matter,  which  is  one  of  the  reasons 
I  am  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  at 
this  moment,  is  of  a  constituent  of  mine, 
a  man  aged  nearly  40,  who  joined  the 
Army  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war. 
He  was  graded,  after  medical  examination, 
in  category  Ai.  He  served  for  over  two 
years  and  was  then  discharged  as  medi- 
cally unfit  for  any  kind  of  further  service. 
He  was  denied  a  pension.  I  want  to  say 
to  the  Minister  that  in  my  view  in  this  war 
the  State,  after  having  had  the  benefit  of 
the  service  of  a  man  whom  they  have 
classified  as  being  in  medical  category  Ai 
by  their  own  examination  should,  after  a 
certain  time,  be  stopped  forever  from  say- 
ing, "He  is  not  Ai  now;  it  is  not  our 
fault."  They  should  be  bound  to  recog- 
nise responsibility  for  him  and  not  be 
allowed  to  say  that  his  medical  deficiencies 
are  not  due  to  military  service.  That,  I 
would  lay  down,  is  really  fundamental. 
As  I  say,  this  man  was  denied  a  pension. 
He  is  too  ill  to  work.  His  wife  and  child- 
ren are  dependent  upon  local  charity,  a 
position  which  I  think  is  scandalous.  It 
is  not  disputed  that  he  is  now  unfit.  The 
matter  was  brought  to  my  notice,  and  I 
brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Minister, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whom  we  all  like 
so  well. 

The  Minister  was  good  enough  to  show 
me  the  papers  on  which  the  pension  is 
refused.  Again,  on  the  point  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  preceded  me  has 
made,  one  does  not  have  to  be  a  qualified 
surgeon  to  be  a  judge  of  facts  on  paper. 
Any  Member  of  this  House  can  judge  the 
facts  on  paper  as  well  as  the  most  famous 
doctor  in  the  world.  In  this  case  if  the 
whole  faculty  of  medicine  told  me  that 
these  papers  show  anything  really  to  sup- 
port the  Minister  I  would  not  accept  it. 
They  really  show  nothing.  The  only  evi- 
dence this  medical  board  had  was  that  this 
(26147) 


man  said  he  had  received  "  a  knock-out 
blow."  They  left  it  at  that.  They  did 
not  ask  him  what  kind  of  a  blow  or  where 
he  received  it.  They  failed  to  pursue 
what  was  a  substantial  matter  to  inquire 
about.  They  said  he  was  unfit  for  any 
form  of  Army  service  and  discharged  him. 
The  Minister  improperly — Ministerially 
improperly,  not  in  any  personal  sense — 
said,  "  That  is  sufficient.  The  man  shows 
no  ground  on  which  he  is  entitled  to  a 
pension."  Let  me  remind  the  House  that 
that  is  in  complete  conflict  with  what  the 
Minister  said  on  6th  August,  1942.  I  say 
to  the  Minister  that  these  papers  show 
nothing.  I  consider  the  Board  was  rather 
at  fault  in  not  saying,  "  What  was  the 
blow?  "  If  it  bad  been  said,  "  It  was  a 
boxing  blow,"  it  could  then  have  been 
ascertained  whether  that  could  only 
have  been  done  on  duty  or  how 
otherwise,  and  other  considerations 
would  then  have  arisen.  Let  us  have 
the  facts  on  paper.  But  the  man 
says  that  it  was  not  a  boxing  blow,  that 
he  had  not  boxed  for  years.  He  informed 
me  and  I  put  it  to  my  right  hon.  Friend 
that  he  was  stationed  with  anti-aircraft 
defences  in  a  part  of  the  country  which 
was  bombed,  and  the  knock-out  blow  was 
due  to  a  bomb,  and  that  is  what  he  in- 
tended to  indicate  to  the  Board.  When 
the  Minister,  not  necessarily  the  present 
Minister,  but  any  Minister,  is  driven  into  a 
corner  he  says,  "  I  will  submit  it  to  an 
independent  medical  expert." 

The  Minister  submitted  this  case  to  an 
independent  medical  expert  and  I  asked 
him  whether  I  could  attend  the  examin- 
ation. I  was  told  not.  I  asked  whether 
this  man's  doctor  could  attend  the  ex- 
amination, and  the  Minister  said,  "It  is 
admitted  the  man  is  not  fit  for  work.  The 
man's  doctor  cannot  attend  the  medical 
examination."  In  due  course  the  Minis- 
ter writes  to  me  that  the  independent 
medical  examination  has  been  made  and 
that  as  a  result  his  decision  must  stand 
and  cannot  be  reversed.  When  I  make 
further  inquiry  I  am  told  that  there  never 
was  an  examination.  The  Minister  says, 
"  You  cannot  ask  a  doctor  to  examine  a 
man  because  that  would  be  fettering  his 
judgment."  In  a  matter  of  this  nature 
that  is  sheer  nonsense,  because  I  defy  any- 
body, on  the  facts  I  have  given,  to  say  that 
there  is  any  real  examination  in  looking 
at  papers  which  show  nothing.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  preceded  me  asked, 
"  Is   the   man   satisfied?  "      Of     course 
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he  is  not.  I  go  further  than  that  and 
say  that  when  these  facts  are  faced  by 
any  thinking  person  a  sense  of  public 
decency  is  outraged.  This  man  may  or 
may  not  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  but  on 
these  papers  there  is  nothing  a  justify  the 
statement  made.  There  has  been  no 
further  examination  by  an  independent 
medical  expert.  I  submit  to  the  House 
this  is  window-dressing,  and  in  no  sense 
an  acceptable  practice. 

I  am  sure  that  those  who  deal  with  this 
matter  will  not  be  offended  if  they  are 
asked  to  examine  those  people  so  that  it 
can  be  said  that  the  man  has  been  fairly 
and  reasonably  dealt  with  because  other- 
wise the  position  becomes  really  intoler- 
able. Not  only  has  this  man,  or  any  other 
similarly  placed,  no  facilities  at  his  dis- 
posal, but  the  State  has  them  all.  We  can 
afford,  and  the  people  of  the  country  desire 
it,  to  be  fair  and  reasonably  generous  in 
these  cases,  and  not  adopt  a  procedure 
which  is  really  ludicrous.  In  all  such 
cases  there  should  be  an  examination; 
otherwise  you  are  merely  playing  with 
words  and  rendering  the  whole  thing 
farcical.  In  this  case  it  has  been  sheer 
window  dressing. 

I  hope  the  Government  realise  that 
these  men  of  whom  we  are  speaking  to- 
day want  something  more  than  mere  win- 
dow dressing.  They  are  entitled  to  as 
big  an  element  of  justice  as  ordinary  con- 
ditions and  elasticity  permit.  They  are 
entitled  to,  and  should  get,  that.  If  the 
Minister  says,  "  I  am  bound  by  the 
terms  of  the  Royal  Warrant,"  I  say, 
"  Tear  up  the  warrant,  and  the  House 
will  give  you  a  new  one  which  will  give 
reasonable  treatment  to  those  who,  above 
all  other  people,  deserve  it."  What  is 
happening?  I  have  quoted  one  case.  I 
do  not  think  for  a  moment  it  can  be  the 
only  case  in  my  constituency.  There  are 
many  others,  and  every  Member  of  Par- 
liament has  them  coming  to  him.  What 
can  he  do?  I  hope  he  will  not  attempt 
to  defend  the  Ministry.  It  is  not  the 
Minister  we  are  complaining  about.  Any 
Minister  whose  hands  are  going  to  be 
tied  in  this  way  would  become  the  dis- 
penser of  this  type  of  injustice.  We  must 
insist  upon  proper  treatment. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  urged  for 
a  long  time  about  the  establishment  of 
independent  tribunals.  The  Government 
have  always  played  with  that.    The  posi- 
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tion  has  been  hedged  time  and  time 
again.  At  last  we  have  got  some  kind  of 
statement  that  they  will  be  established. 
They  ought  to  have  been  established  long 
ago.  I  only  hope  that  now  the  decision 
has  been  taken  there  will  be  no  time  lost 
in  putting  them  into  effect,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  if  there  is  an  independent  medi- 
cal tribunal,  where  a  man  can  have 
reasonable  representation,  the  burden  of 
proof  not  unfairly  carried,  we  shall  go  a 
long  way  to  putting  an  end  to  these  griev- 
ances of  which  we  are  now  complaining. 
It  is  perfectly  idle  to  say  the  position  is 
satisfactory  when  the  man  is  not  repre- 
sented, his  doctor  is  not  there,  and  the 
final  issue  is  determined  with  no  final 
medical  examination.  There  is  every  rea- 
son that  all  ex-Service  men  should  be 
treated  fairly;  that  where  there  is  doubt 
they  should  be  pensioned,  and  that  the 
system  adopted  is  such  that  manifestly 
justice  is  done,  and  that  where  there  is 
ambiguity  it  should  be  examined,  and 
public  confidence  satisfied.  This  is  our 
substantive  plea. 

I  have  informed  the  House  as  fully  as  I 
can  of  one  case  which  has  aroused  dis- 
content where  it  is  known.  I  can  well 
understand  this.  I  challenge  anyone  to 
do  justice  fairly  reasonably  and  equitably 
on  such  scant  information  as  was  con- 
sidered here.  Let  this  scandal  come  to 
an  end_.  I  believe  the  House  is  united  in 
the  determination  that  it  shall  come  to 
an  end,  and  I  believe  that  if  we  try  long- 
enough  we  can  make  any  Minister  end  it. 
If  the  people  knew  the  facts  they  would 
feel  more  strongly  about  this  matter  than 
about  the  so-called  planning  tin  which  we 
give  day  after  day  for  debate.  Here  is  a 
real,  urgent,  pressing,  public  scandal.  We 
are  not  wanting  something  nebulous  next 
week :  it  is  a  reasonable  scheme  of  justice 
that  we  demand.  I  urge  the  Minister  to 
see  that  his  Department  really  recognise 
the  force  and  truth  of  the  case  we  are 
making,  and  that  they  put  an  end  to  the 
sham  which  is  confronting  so  many  people 
and  which  is  allowing  injustices  which  we 
all  know  about,  and  which  we  must  seek 
to  remedy. 

Mr.  Stephen  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) :  I 
think  there  is  general  agreement  that  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale 
(Sir  I.  Fraser)  made  an  impressive  speech. 
I  listened  to  him  with  the  greatest  interest 
and  with  complete  agreement.  I  ven- 
tured to  interrupt  him  to  ask  whether  he 
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would  consider  carrying  the  matter  to  a 
Division  if  the  answer  of  the  Minister  was 
unsatisfactory.  He  replied  that  it  was 
unusual  to  take  a  Division  on  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill. 
I  remember  when  a  Division  was 
threatened,  in  the  days  of  a  Labour 
Government,  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed Treaty  with  Soviet  Russia,  and  I 
would  have  liked  hon.  Members,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  this  subject,  to  be 
prepared  on  this  occasion  to  go  to  a 
Division.  It  does  not  appear  that  I  shall 
be  successful  in  persuading  them  to  go  to 
that  extreme,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  Members,, 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  Ministry  of  Pen- 
sions and  its  administration.  I  would 
make  bold  to  say  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  Members  of  all  parties  are 
in  practical  agreement  with  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale.  In  their 
undemocratic  denial  of  all  the  principles 
we  are  said  to  be  fighting  for,  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  in  the  face  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country. 

I  remember  when  I  came  into  this 
House  being  greatly  shocked  by  a  case  in 
which  a  pension  had  been  refused.  I  did 
not  know  so  much  about  the  subject  as 
I  do  now.  The  pension  was  refused  be- 
cause the  man  had  married  after  his  dis- 
ability. I  asked  in  the  House,  what  did 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions  expect?  Did 
they  think  that  a  man  who  had  been 
disabled  in  the  service  of  the  country 
should  be  denied  the  opportunity  of 
matrimony,  and  compelled,  because  he 
had  been  wounded,  to  cut  love  out  of  his 
life?  Evidently  that  has  been  the  view 
of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  all  these  years. 
The  scales  in  this  respect  also  are  very 
heavily  weighted  against  working-class 
people.  The  person  with  a  private  income 
is  able  after  being  disabled  to  contemplate 
marriage,  but  the  working-class  person 
knows  that  if  he  marries, ,  with  his  dis- 
ability, he  and  his  wife  and  family  are 
compelled  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  to 
absolute  poverty  and  misery.  That  is  a 
class  distinction,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
have  an  end  of  such  an  absolutely  un- 
fair practice.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Lonsdale  pointed  out  that  none  of 
the  Dominions  followed  the  practice  of 
this  country.  I  hope  that  we  shall  put 
an  end  to  it.  Perhaps  I  go  too  far  in 
saying  that,  because,  after  my  past  ex- 
perience, I  have  not  much  hope.  But  I 
assert  that  this  House  and  the  Govern- 
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ment  are  acting  unjustly  to  those  men, 
who  have  given  their  services  to  the 
country  and  who  are  denied  the  oppor- 
tunity of  marriage. 

There  is  another  point  about  which  I 
feel  very  strongly.  The  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  is 
sitting  on  that  bench.  He,  like  many 
others,  was  very  enthusiastic  at  one  time 
about  a  slogan  which  we  had  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter:  "  Fit  for  service, 
fit  for  pension."  He  used  to  thump  the 
Box  in  support  of  it  in  days  gone  by.  The 
idea  was  that  if  a  man  were  taken  into 
the  Army  and  afterwards  invalided  out 
with  a  disability,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
pension.  So  far  we  have  failed  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  that  principle.  The  Min- 
ister of  Pensions  smiles  at  what  I  am 
saying.  I  am  not  complaining  about  his 
smiling,  but  I  think  that  is  the  only  fair 
way  of  dealing  with  this  matter.  It  is  in 
accordance  with  one  of  the  principles  of 
the  Atlantic  Charter — freedom  from  want 
— that  if  a  man  goes  into  the  Army  and 
is  afterwards  invalided  out  with  a  per- 
manent disability,  he  should  be  given  an 
allowance,  in  order  that  he  may  be  free 
from  want  and  able  to  live  in  a  certain 
measure  of  comfort.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  East  Leicester  (Major 
Lyons)  suggested  that  there  ought  to  be 
an  interval,  and  that  if  after  a  certain 
time  of  service  a  man  was  disabled  the 
Ministry  should  be  estopped  from  refus- 
ing a  pension.  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  any  period  allowed. 

The  Government  employ  medical 
boards,  which  are  thoroughly  qualified 
to  judge  a  man's  physical  condition.  The 
Government  should  be  compelled  to  stand 
by  the  opinions  of  those  medical  boards. 
If  a  board  says  that  a  man  is  Ai,  and  a 
month  later  that  man  comes  out  of  the 
Army  a  physical  wreck,  the  man  is  en- 
titled to  a  pension.  I  once  said  in  one  of 
these  Debates  that  I  felt  I  had  been  some- 
what unjust  to  Ministers  of  Pensions,  and 
fhat  the  people  I  should  have  condemned 
were  the  medical  advisers  of  the  Ministry. 
I  am  not  so  sure  of  that  now.  We  put 
upon  the  medical  advisers  of  the  Ministry 
what  is  practically  an  impossible  task. 
We  ask  them  to  say  whether  the  disability 
is  due  to  or  aggravated  by  service.  Medi- 
cine is  not  an  exact  science;  it  is  only  an 
art.  The  doctor  can  say  that  there  are 
many  presumptions  which  would  suggest 
that  the  disability  is  due  to  a  certain 
cause,  but  he  cannot  be  absolutely  sure. 

B2 
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[Mr.  Stephen.] 
The  man  is  going  out  with  a  disability, 
which  impairs  his  earning  capacity  and 
makes  life  for  him  afterwards  fairly 
miserable.  The  right  way  is  not  to  ask 
the  medical  advisers  of  the  Ministry  to 
perform  an  impossible  task,  but  to  adopt 
the  principle  that  if  a  man  is  passed  into 
the  Service  by  a  medical  board  and  comes 
out  with  a  disability,  which  impairs  his 
earning  capacity,  he  shall  receive  a  pen- 
sion, to  enable  him  to  live  in  as  fair  a 
measure  of  comfort  as  other  members  of 
society  enjoy.  That  is  the  principle  which 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  Members  of 
this  House  and  of  the  people  in  the 
country  favour.  But  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  Members  of  all  parties  and  the  British 
Legion  have  pressed  it  upon  the  Govern- 
ment year  after  year  ever  since  the  last 
war,  we  have  been  unable  to  get  the 
Government  to  adopt  the  principle. 

One  of  the  problems,  it  is  said,  is  that 
of  increased  expenditure.  It  is  suggested 
that  it  would  lead  to  abuses.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  we  have  only  to  look 
at  what  has  happened  in  the  United  States 
of  America  in  the  past.  I  would  rather 
have  a  certain  amount  of  abuse  and  the 
jknowledge  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  our  people  were  getting  justice 
than  that  so  many  people  should  be  the 
victims  of  their  war  service  and  be  denied 
justice  by  their  country.  I  speak  as  one 
who  adopts  the  pacifist  viewpoint;  but,  as 
a  pacifist,  I  say  that  if  the  country  calls 
upon  millions  of  men  and  women  to 
undertake  the  service  of  the  country,  the 
maintenance  of  those  people  afterwards 
should  be  the  first  charge  upon  the 
country.  I  say  that  very  deliberately,  and 
again  I  join  in  the  appeals  that  are  being 
made  to  the  Minister.  I  have  noticed  that 
Ministers  have  gone  into  this  job  with 
the  idea  of  introducing  reforms  and  of 
creating  a  more  generous  administration, 
but  somehow  or  other  in  the  Department 
they  seem  to  be  deflected  and  to  get  a 
disability  after  they  become  Minister  #f 
Pensions.  They  are  so  afraid  that  this 
poor  country  of  ours  should  lose  a  pound 
or  two  here  or  there  in  the  case  of  some 
cunning  person  who  is  able  to  cheat  them 
that  they  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  many 
thousands  of  people  who  are  not  able  to 
obtain  justice.  I  know  this  when  I  have 
taken  cases  to  the  Minister.  I  get  him  to 
look  at  them  and  consult  his  medical 
advisers,  and  I  have  mainly  had  losers. 
In  spite  of  all  my  eloquence  and  argu- 


ments, I  do  not  meet  with  very  much 
success,  but  it  is  worth  his  while  to  give 
consideration  again  to  the  question  of  the 
adoption  of  the  principle,  "  Fit  for  ser- 
vice, fit  for  pension."  He  is  being  pressed 
to  set  up  the  tribunals  and  has  made  a 
statement  on  that  matter  to-day.  I 
remember  how  often  with  the  institution 
of  the  machinery  of  the  tribunals  there 
were  still  many  thousands  of  cases  that 
caused  discontent  in  every  county  when 
the  decision  of  the  tribunal  had  gone 
against  them.  I  maintain  that  the  one 
way  to  get  contentment  in  the  country 
and  to  satisfy  the  people  is  the  acceptance 
of  the  principle  that,  if  a  man  or  woman 
is  passed  into  the  Army  or  any  of  the 
other  Services  as  being  a  fit  person  and 
later  comes  out  with  a  disability,  he  or 
she  should  be  granted  a  pension  according 
to  the  measure  of  the  disability.  Only  _ in 
that  way  can  we  be  sure  of  doing  justice 
to  the  people  of  our  country  who  have 
given  their  all  in  the  service  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Sutcliffe  (Royton) :  We  are  much 
indebted  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser)  for  initiating 
this  Debate,  and  speaker  after  speaker 
from  all  sides  of  the  House  has  revealed 
the  serious  concern  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Debate  has  so  far  taken 
place  in  a  quiet  element  of  great  sincerity. 
Appeai  after  appeal  has  been  made  to  the 
Minister,  and  one  hopes  that  they  will 
bear  some  fruit.  We  make  no  complaint 
of  the  Minister  himself.  In  fact,  during 
his  term  as  Minister  of  Pensions  he  has 
built  up  a  great  reputation  for  fair  dealing 
and  for  the  care  which  he  devotes  to  all 
the  cases  that  are  brought  before  him,  but 
the  time  has  come  when  something  must 
be  done  to  improve  the  position  of  men 
who  have  served  their  country  in  the 
Forces. 

I  want  especially  to  deal  with  those 
borderline  cases,  already  referred  to  by 
one  or  two  speakers,  which  are  being 
brought,  and  have  been  brought  for  many 
months,  before  every  Member  of  this 
House,  in  which  a  man  having  been 
passed  Ai — and  when  a  man  to-day  is 
passed  Ai  it  proves  that  he  is  really  fit, 
so  stringent  is  the  medical  examination  for 
the  Services,  far  more  so  than  it  was 
during  the  last  war — has  been  invalided 
out,  in  far  too  many  cases  without  a  pen- 
sion. These  cases  are  very  hard.  In 
fact,    they   can   only   be   described   in   a 
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number  of  instances  as  being  really  cruel, 
and  the  Royal  Warrant  should,  in  my 
view,  be  amended.  The  only  way  really 
to  deal  with  this  question  is  by  some 
alteration  of  Section  5  of  the  Royal 
Warrant,  which  deals  with  the  question 
of  a  disability  being  attributable  to  war 
service.  The  Royal  Warrant  is  loaded 
every  time  against  the  applicant,  and  I 
suggest  that  some  words  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Section  which  will  give  the 
Minister  a  discretion  in  these  borderline 
cases,  or  somebody  appointed  by  him — 
possibly  a  statutory  Advisory  Committee 
would  be  a  suitable  body — to  admit  all 
just  claims,  by  enabling  him,  where  the 
incidence  of  a  man's  illness  is  not 
definitely  attributable  to  war  service,  but 
is  probably  due  to  war  service,  to 
grant  a  pension  if,  in  view  of  all  the  facts 
of  the  case,  including  the  medical  history, 
he  feels  justified  in  doing  so.  I  think  that 
such  an  alteration  would  meet  the  case. 
I  am  anxious  to  find  a  way  of  dealing 
with  these  difficult  cases,  and  I  do  not 
think  anything  less  than  that  will  meet 
them. 

I  have  in  mind  one  particular  case 
which  came  to  my  notice,  quite  one  of 
the  worst  that  most  Members  must  have 
met,  of  an  exceptionally  fit  young  man 
who  joined  the  Navy  before  the  war,  and, 
during  the  war,  was  with  his  ship  during 
the  evacuation  from  Dunkirk  and  was 
in  action  both  at  Narvik  and  at  Dakar. 
Later  when  the  ship  was  in  port  at  Gib- 
raltar and  he  was  engaged  in 
painting  the  funnel  he  fell  to  the  deck 
and  sustained  a  severe  injury  to  his  head. 
An  operation  was  performed  on  him  by  a 
naval  surgeon,  but  that  did  little  beyond 
easing  the  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  did 
not  lead  to  any  definite  improvement, 
and  he  was  ultimately  sent  home  by  the 
naval  authorities.  They  thought  he  was 
incurable  and  that  there  was  no  hope. 
Fortunately,  however,  one  or  two  promi- 
nent local  men  took  up  his  case  and  sent 
him  to  a  Manchester  specialist,  and 
another  operation  was  performed — a  dan- 
gerous operation — and  as  a  result  of  that 
he  is  very  much  better.  But  he  is  still 
not  fit  to  work  again,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  he  ever  will  be.  That  case  seems 
to  be  essentially  one  that  should  come 
under  this  borderline  consideration  and 
some  pension  should  be  awarded.  The 
Ministry  have  turned  down  his  applica- 
tion, on  the  grounds  that  there  must  have 


been  something  inherent  in  the  system 
to  cause  the  illness,  but  no  family  ten- 
dency has  in  fact  been  found  in  that  con- 
nection. The  brain  is  probably  perma- 
nently injured,  and  both  the  man's 
speech  and  his  walking  are  still  impaired. 
That  is  the  sort  of  case  that  is  making 
for  grave  dissatisfaction.  Every  man  and 
woman,  seeing  that  man,  says,  "  Here, 
if  ever  there  was  one,  is  a  case  where  a 
pension  should  be  granted." 

It  really  would  go  far  to  make  a  man 
think  that  he  had  had  a  fair  deal  if  an 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  lines  I  have 
suggested  could  be  set  up.  War  pensions 
committees  feel  most  strongly  that  the 
present  position  is  intolerable  and  the 
question  will  probably  be  raised  at  forth- 
coming Area  Conferences.  It  is  no  ex- 
aggeration to  say  that  looking-after 
these  men  and  the  awarding  of  a  pension 
in  such  cases  is  one  of  our  first  duties 
in  the  post-war  world  and  must  take 
priority  over  everything  else.  We  surely 
do  not  want,  to  see — we  want  to  avoid 
it  at  all  costs  this  time — men  with  barrel- 
organs  and  other  musical  instruments 
wandering  about  the  streets  for  years  after 
the  termination  of  the  war.  There  were 
all  too  many  in  London  with  cards  round 
their  necks  or  the  words  chalked  on  barrel- 
organs,  saying,  "  No  pension,  and  wife 
and  children  to  keep;  My  only  means  of 
support."  We  know  it  all  too  well.  They 
were  a  disgrace  to  our  country  and  caused 
a  great  deal  of  unfavourable  comment 
among  foreigners  who  visited  the  country. 

There  is  one  other  point  I  would  make 
as  regards  war  pensions  committees. 
I  have  been  asked  whether  a  record  could 
not  be  sent  to  these  committees  of  all 
cases  of  men  discharged  in  the  area 
covered  by  each  committee.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  they  have  no  means  of  tracing 
men  who  are  discharged  from  the  Services 
as  being  no  longer  fit,  and  the  men  are 
very  often,  probably  in  most  cases,  un- 
aware that  they  have  the  right  to  state 
their  case  to  these  war  pensions  com- 
mittees. It  would  no  doubt  make  con- 
siderable extra  work  for  them,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  many  cases  it  would 
prevent  a  sense  of  grievance.  If  appeal 
tribunals  are  set  up,  which  we  all  hope 
will  be  the  case,  before  long,  as  the  Minis- 
ter mentioned  to-day,  they  will  largely 
solve  that  particular  problem,  and  I  do 
urge  that  they  should  be  set  up  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 
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[Mr.  Sutcliffe.] 

Finally,  there  is  the  question  of  pen- 
sions for  mothers,  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Camlachie  (Mr.  Stephen)  has  also 
mentioned.  There  is  a  feeling  that  parents 
generally,  but  especially  mothers,  some  of 
whom  are  widows,  are  receiving  even  less 
on  the  whole  than  they  were  during  the 
last  war.  It  would  be  helpful  if  the  Minis- 
ter could  tell  us  how  many  of  these 
parents  are  receiving  a  particular  rate  of 
pension.  How  many,  for  instance,  under 
Section  2  of  paragraph  49  of  the  Royal 
Warrant  are  receiving  5s.  a  week,  7s.  6d. 
a  week  and  10s.  a  week,  and  how  many, 
or  what  percentage  of  the  whole,  are  re- 
ceiving the  full  extra  6s.  6d.  which  is 
allowed  under  that  section  in  exceptional 
cases?  We  have  not  heard  any  figures  in 
this  connection  and  it  would  be  helpful  in 
enabling  the  House  to  assess  what  is  being 
done  for  parents  if  these  figures  could  be 
given.  Do  the  pensions  which  are  now 
granted  take  any  account  not  only  of  the 
increased  cost  of  living  as  represented  by 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  figures,  but  of  the 
increased  cost  of  almost  everything  we 
have  to  buy  to-day,  including  the  addition 
of  the  Purchase  Tax,  which  is  on  so  many 
articles  of  every  day  use.  The  extra 
shilling  or  two  does  not  make  the  differ- 
ence that  it  used  to  make.  One  has  to 
take  into  account  this  question  of  the 
Purchase  Tax  as  well.  I  urge  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  as  indeed  every 
Member  has  to-day,  that  the  Minister 
should  review  the  whole  question  of  pen- 
sions, and  especially  consider  amending 
Section  5  of  the  Royal  Warrant.  Only  in 
this  way  shall  we  do  justice  to  those  men 
who  have  given  the  most  valuable  thing 
in  their  lives — their  health — in  the  service 
of  their  country. 

Mr.  Glenvil  Hall  (Colne  Valley) :  I  am 
sure  everyone  in  the  House  will  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Roy  ton  (Mr,  Sut- 
cliffe) when  he  said  he  hoped  that  as  a 
result  of  this  Debate  something  would  be 
done  by  the  Minister  of  Pensions.  Some 
of  us  have  sat  here  not  only  through  this 
Debate  but  through  previous  Debates  on 
this  subject  in  the  House,  and  as  I  have 
sat  here  to-day  I  began  to  wonder  how 
many  more  Debates  we  shall  have  to  have 
before  we  can  move  the  Minister  to  do 
something  in  directions  which  call  loudly 
for  attention.  I  noticed  in  "  The  Times  " 
yesterday  morning  a  fairly  long  leader 
on  the  Debate  taking  place  to-day.  That 
leader  began  with  these  words: 


"  The  obligation  of  the  community  to  pro- 
vide for  men  and  women  disabled  in  war  ser- 
vice is   everywhere   acknowledged." 

If  it  be  true  that  we  all  acknowledge  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  provide'  for  people 
who  are  disabled,  or  the  dependants  of 
those  who  are  killed,  in  war  why  is  it 
that  we  cannot  get  the  responsible  Minis- 
try to  do  the  job  properly?  A  lot,  of 
course,  depends  upon  the  meaning  we 
place  upon  the  words  "  to  provide,"  and 
it  is  obvious  that  unless  the  Minister  is 
to  give  us  another  instalment  out  of  the 
bag  referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser)  we 
shall  get  from  him  no  different  interpre- 
tation to-day  of  what  is  meant  by  "to 
provide  "  than  that  one  he  has  put  upon 
these  words  in  the  past.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  should  with- 
out further  delay  deal  with  four  definite 
sources  of  grievance.  There  is  the  ques- 
tion of  appointing  independent  appeals 
tribunals.  In  spite  of  the  disappointing 
nature  of  the  Minister's  reply  to  a  Ques- 
tion earlier  to-day,  I  think  we  can  assume 
that  that  battle  is  won  and  that  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  and  the  provision  of 
the  requisite  number  of  doctors  before 
these  independent  tribunals  are  actually 
in  being.  On  that  point  I  would  like  to 
say  how  much  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Tottenham 
(Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison)  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Leicester  (Major  Lyons),  both  of  whom 
dealt  with  this  point. 

As  to  the  setting-up  of  these  tribunals, 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  the  ordi- 
nary sailor,  soldier  or  airman  feels  that 
he  has  not  had  a  square  deal  unless  he 
actually  sees  the  tribunal  which  deals 
with  his  case.  I  am  not  a  doctor,  and  it 
may  well  be  that  a  doctor,  looking 
through  the  case  papers,  may  be  able  to 
judge  whether  a  man  should  receive  a 
pension  and  probably  even  the  percentage 
of  pension  he  should  receive.  But  be  that 
as  it  may,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  man  wants 
to  be  seen  and  should  be  seen.  If  the 
reply  of  the  Minister  is  that  he  must  leave 
matters  of  this  kind  to  the  doctors  or  to 
the  tribunals,  I  think  it  is  time  that  the 
House  took  a  hand  and  insisted  that  in 
the  Regulations  laid  down  that  a  man 
should  be  seen  whether  the  members  of 
the  tribunal  thought  it  necessary  or  not. 

The  Minister  of  Pensions  (Sir  Walter 
Womersley):  I  think  there  has  been  some 
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misunderstanding.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Leicester 
(Major  Lyons)  referred  to  independent 
medical  experts,   not  tribunals. 

Mr.  Hall:  I  am  thankful  for  that  inter- 
ruption, because  I  have  probably  not  said 
quite  what  I  intended.  I  meant  to  say 
that  in  all  cases  the  man  should  be  seen 
whether  he  was  before  an  independent 
medical  tribunal,  or  the  medical  expert, 
to  which  the  Minister  has  now  referred.  It 
should  be  made  obligatory  that  when  a 
man's  case  is  being  dealt  with  the  man 
should  not  only  have  the  right  to  be  seen 
but  it  should  be  part  of  the  Regulations 
laid  down.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Lonsdale  dealt  at  some  length  and  with 
great  ability  with  the  rates  for  disability 
that  are  being  allowed  and  made  a  very 
strong  and  sincere  plea  that  what  he  called 
the  extra  2s.  6d.  should  be  added.  I  agree 
with  him.  It  passes  comprehension  why 
the  rates  have  been  reduced  since  the 
Royal  Warrant  of  1919.  The  reason  given 
is  that  the  cost  of  living  is  not  so  high  as 
it  was  in  1919.  I  do  not  know  where  the 
Minister  gets  that  view.  The  cost-of- 
living  index  figure,  upon  which  the  Gov- 
ernment rely,  is  one  which  was  elaborated 
many  years  ago  when  conditions  were  very 
different  from  what  they  are  now  and 
when  both  the  standard  of  life  and  the 
things  which  go  to  make  up  that  standard 
were  very  different  from  what  they  are 
to-day.  Although  the  index  figure  may 
be  a  useful  guide,  we  have  to  remember 
that  we  must  not  rely  on  it  too  far. 

I  was  surprised  at  the  moderation  shown 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Lons- 
dale. Even  if  the  Minister  were  willing 
to  add  the  other  2s.  6d.  to  the  100  per 
cent,  disability  pension,  making  it  £2,  it 
would  not  do  anything  like  justice  to  those 
who  have  suffered.  With  the  cost 
of  living  what  it  is  to-day  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  ordinary 
man  to  attain  on  £2  a  week  the 
[Standard  of  comfort  he  should  have  to- 
,day.  If  we  remember,  as  we  must,  that 
that  £2  is  supposed  to  be  not  merely 
I  enough  to  keep  body  and  soul  together 
I  but  to  contain  also  a  measure  of  com- 
pensation for  all  a  man  has  suffered,  it 
jnoes  not  need  any  further  argument  to 
show  that  if  he  gets  the  extra  2s.  6d.  it 
would  be  far  below  what  ought  to  be  given. 

Sir  I.  Fraser:  I  did  not  say  that  £2 
Represented  justice.  I  was  arguing  for 
family  allowances. 


Mr.  Hall:  I  was  dealing  with  only  one 
point  made  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber. It  will  be  within  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  he  did  put  forward  further 
arguments  to  show  that  £2  by  itself  was 
not  enough,  that  if  a  man  had  a  family 
he  would  need  more  and  that  a  beginning 
should  be  made  with  the  introduction  for 
war  pensioners  alone  of  children's  allow- 
ances, to  which  the  Government  are  now 
pledged.  May  I  make  a  passing  refer- 
ence to  the  pension  which  is  given  to  the 
parents  of  those  who  have  been  killed? 
In  the  last  war  the  pension  for  parents 
was  divided  into  three  categories,  the 
lowest  of  which  was  5s.  in  1919. 

Mr.  Buchanan  (Glasgow,  Gorbals) : 
Four  and  twopence. 

Mr.  Hall:  I  hesitate  to  disagree  with  my 
hon.  Friend,  who  has  such  a  great  know- 
ledge of  pensions  questions,  but 

Mr.  Buchanan:  If  my  hon.  Friend  will 
allow  me  I  will  explain.  It  was  4s.  2d., 
and  in  1919  the  Labour  Government 
raised  it  to  5s. 

Mr.  Hall:  At  any  rate  it  was  at  all 
material  times  5s.  and  is  now,  so  far  as 
last  war  pensioners  are  concerned.  Every 
parent  had  the  5s.  without  a  test  as  to 
means.  For  reasons  which  I  can  under- 
stand in  the  present  Royal  Warrant  no 
pension,  even  a  pension  of  5s.,  is  given  to 
parents  unless  they  can  show  that  they  are 
in  need.  In  other  words,  a  means  test 
applies.  I  can  understand  the  Govern- 
ment taking  the  view  that  a  paltry  5s.  to 
parents,  irrespective  of  whether  they 
wanted  it  or  not,  was  hardly  the  way  to 
deal  with  this  matter,  that  5s.  was  of 
little  help  in  thousands  of  homes  where  it 
was  not  needed  and  that  under  no  circum- 
stances could  it  be  said  to  be  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  a  son.  If  I  understand 
the  Minister's  argument  aright,  the  flat 
rate  of  5s.  for  everybody  was  dropped  in 
order  that  more  money  should  be  avail- 
able and  that  with  the  money  thus  saved 
better  pensions  could  be  given  to  the 
parents  who  were  in  actual  need.  That 'is 
the  argument,  but  in  fact  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference to  parents  that  this  extra  money 
is  now  available  for  use  in  this  way.  They 
have  still  to  show  that  they  are  in  need. 
The  normal  pension,  I  believe,  is  still 
about  ios.,  though  if  the  Minister  himself 
feels  that  a  little  more  would  be  useful, 
it  entirely  rests  with  him  whether  that 
shall  be  given.     At  most,  I  believe,  only 
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[Mr.  Hall.] 
12s.  6d.  can  be  given,  plus  another  6s.  6d. 
Compared  with  the  last  war  this  is  an 
enormous  drop.  Two  parents  under  this 
Warrant  can  get  only  19s.  between  them. 
Under  the  1919  Warrant  they  could  get 
36s.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  reasonable 
explanation  has  been  given  by  the  Minis- 
ter as  to  why  there  should  be  all  that 
difference.  His  argument  about  the  cost 
of  living  surely  cannot  be  the  reason,  and 
I  would  like  him  to  tell  the  House  what 
the  real  reason  is. 

Some  time  ago,  in  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion asked  by  an  hon.  Member  of  this 
side  of  the  House,  the  Minister  said  he 
would  consider  if  something  could  be 
done  to  fill  the  gap  that  now  occurs 
between  the  amount  coming  into  the  home 
because  of  allowances  made  by  the  War 
Service  Grants  Committee  and  the  amount 
coming  into  the  home  under  the  Royal 
Warrant  in  the  case  of  a  widow  and  her 
children  when  the  husband  is  killed.  In 
many  cases  the  gap  is  an  enormous  one. 
I  have  one  case  of  a  widow  with  five 
children  who  got  75s.  a  week,  including 
an  allowance  from  the  War  Service  Grants 
Committee;  her  husband  was  killed,  and 
within  a  very  short  time  the  amount 
dropped  to  52s.  3d.,  a  loss,  as  a  result  of 
the  death  of  the  husband,  of  22s.  9d. 
per  week.  By  no  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion can  it  be  said  that  that  home  needed 
less  because  the  husband,  who  was  in  the 
Middle  East,  had  been  killed.  There  was 
still  the  same  number  of  children  and  they 
were  just  as  hungry  as  before,,  the  out- 
goings from  the  home  were  just  the  same 
as  they  were  prior  to  the  husband's  death; 
in  every  way  the  needs  week  by  week  had 
not  been  lessened.  That  is  a  grievous 
source  of  complaint.  I  would  like  to  feel 
that  the  Minister,  particularly  after  the 
Question  that  was  put  to  him  some  time 
ago  and  the  promise  he  then  made,  will 
be  able  to  tell  us  to-day  that  something  is 
to  be  done.  It  appears  to  me  that  a 
reasonable  way  of  facing  the  difficulty 
would  be  for  the  war  service  grants  to  go 
on  just  so  long  as  the  need  which  led  to 
the  giving  of  the  war  service  grants  in  the 
first  instance  continued;  in  other  words, 
that  the  death  of  the  husband  on  service 
should  be  disregarded  and  the  needs  of 
the  home  looked  at  without  reference  to 
anything  else. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  in  this 
Debate  about  the  rule  which,  if  a  man 
marries  after  the  disability  has  been  in- 


curred, prevents  him  from  getting  any 
allowances  in  respect  of  his  wife  or  chil- 
dren, or  his  widow  from  getting  a  pension, 
later  on  if  he  dies  as  a  result  of  the  wound 
he  has  received.  Here  again,  it  passes 
my  comprehension  that  the  Ministry 
should  lay  down  this  rule  and  stick  to  it. 
It  is  I  think  established  that  we  are  the 
only  great  Power  which  acts  in  this  way. 
It  is  a  blot  on  the  Royal  Warrant  which 
should  be  got  rid  of  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Earlier  in  my  remarks,  I  re- 
ferred to  a  leading  article  which  appeared 
yesterday  in  "  The  Times."  Some  ex- 
cellent reasons  were  given  therein  why  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  should  think  again 
and  alter  the  Royal  Warrant  in  order  to 
make  it  possible,  with  proper  safeguards, 
for  a  man  who  marries  after  having  re- 
ceived a  wound  or  disability  to  have  that 
fact  registered  and,  if  necessary,  later 
taken  into  account. 

I  realise  the  enormous  difficulties  which 
the  Minister  is  under  in  assessing  what  can 
be  said  truly  to  be  attributable  to  war 
injury  or  service.  Although  the  sugges- 
tion that  "  fit  for  service,  fit  for  pension  " 
would  make  an  excellent  rule  for  embodi- 
ment in  the  Royal  Warrant,  I  realise  that 
the  matter  is  not  as  simple  as  that.  The 
Minister  should  make  more  use  of  the 
X-ray.  From  what  I  am  told  by  medical 
men  it  is  impossible  to  say,  from  examin- 
ing aman,  whether  or  not  he  has  incipient 
tuberculosis.  A  man's  lungs  may  appear 
by  sounding  and  external  examination  to 
be  in  perfect  order,  and  it  is  only  when 
an  X-ray  is  taken  that  incipient  tuber- 
culosis may  be  discovered.  In  such  a 
case  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  Min- 
istry would  deny  all  liability  on  the 
grounds  that  it  was  not  due  to  the  man's 
war  service.  Unless  it  is  established 
beyond  doubt  before  a  man  goes  in  and 
is  passed  A.i  that  a  man  is  not  suffering 
from  constitutional  weakness  which  war 
service  of  an  ordinary  and  normal  kind, 
in  barrack  and  camp,  will  make  worse,  it 
is  reasonable  to  ask  that  the  Government 
should  accept  responsibility  for  what 
happens  to  the  man. 

There  is  one  further  point  arising  out  of 
what  was  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Tottenham  to  which  I  want  to  refer. 
He  mentioned  a  man  who  was  refused  a 
pension  because  he  had  been  knocked 
down  in  Cairo  while  on  leave.  Looked  at 
in  one  way,  it  is  true  to  say  that  his  death 
was  not  due  to  his  war  service.  I  have 
come  across  a  case  in  England  more  or  less 
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similar  where,  also,  the  widow  was  denied 
a  pension.  At  a  camp  in  the  Eastern 
Counties  a  man  was  crossing  the  road  from 
some  hutments  on  one  side  to  the  officers' 
mess  on  the  other.  If  in  crossing  the  road 
he  had  been  carrying  a  letter  from  his  own 
company  orderly  room  to  the  battalion 
orderly  room,  he  would  have  been  on 
duty.  As  it  happened,  he  was  knocked 
down  by  a  car  which  did  not  stop,  and  he 
was  killed.  The  assumption  was  that  as 
he  was  just  crossing  the  road  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  his  death  was  riot  attribut- 
able to  war  service  and  that  it  was  the 
sort  of  thing  that  might  happen  to  any- 
body. But  if  he  had  been  carrying  a 
letter,  I  take  it  the  Minister  would  have 
accepted  responsibility.  These  are  very 
fine  shades  of  interpretation,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  over  to  ordinary  working 
people  living  in  the  back  streets  of  large 
towns  the  difference  between  the  construc- 
tion which  the  Minister  would  put  on  that 
and  the  construction  which  the  ordinary 
person  in  the  street  puts  on  it.  The  widow 
feels  that  her  husband  would  not  have 
been  in  that  place  at  that  time  if  he  had 
not  been  in  the  Army,  and  the  mere  fact 
that  he  did  not  happen  to  be  on  duty  at 
that  particular  time  seems  to  her  to  be  a 
mere  quibble.  She  and  her  family  have 
lost  the  breadwinner;  and  he  has  lost  his 
life  as  a  result  of  service.  It  seems  to  me 
that  something  should  be  done  to  widen 
the  scope  of  that  provision  so  that  many  of 
these  so-called  borderline  cases  can  be 
brought  within  the  ambit  of  the  Royal 
Warrant. 

I  hope  that  before  the  Debate  closes  the 
Minister  will  realise  the  growing  feeling 
that  there  is  in  the  constituencies  about 
these  matters  and  will  see  to  it  that 
grievances  are  remedied  without  delay.  I 
rather  deprecate  the  suggestion  that  a 
Select  Committee  should  be  set  up.  A 
Select  Committee,  when  set  up,  could 
keep  us  waiting  for  months  and  months, 
and  even  after  it  had  reported  it  would 
not  follow  that  anything  would  be  done. 
Many  of  these  points  are  urgent.  The  need 
for  action  has  been  established  and  we 
shall  be  very  disappointed  if  we  do  not  at 
long  last  get  something  definite  out  of  the 
Minister  to-day. 

Sir  Henry  Morris- Jones  (Denbigh) :  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  welcome  the  oppor- 
tunity we  have  of  debating  this  subject.  It 
is  one  that  appeals  to  the  masses  of  the 
people  of  the  country  more  than  anything 


else,  and  I  doubt  whether  any  Minister  at 
any  meeting  is  asked  more  questions  on 
any  other  subject  than  the  conditions 
under  which  pensions  are  given.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser)  carried  the  House 
with  him  in  his  argument  that  the  scale  of 
pensions  should  be  on  the  same  level  as 
those  granted  for  the  last  war,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  average  individual  that  he 
established  his  case  that  the  difference 
between  the  37s.  6d.  and  £2  for  total  dis- 
ability is  unwarranted  and  unjustifiable  on 
every  ground.  I  think  it  can  even  be 
challenged  on  the  ground  of  the  cost  of 
living.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  make  the  concession  without  further 
consideration.  I  think  he  might  also 
accede  to  the  request  for  reconsideration 
of  the  question  of  an  allowance  for  mar- 
riage after  the  disability  is  contracted.  In 
his  historic  broadcast  on  Sunday,  which 
will  be  a  landmark  in  our  home  affairs,  the 
Prime  Minister  made  reference  to  the 
dwindling  population  and  the  very  serious 
effect  in  30  or  40  years'  time.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  that  argument  alone, 
apart  from  the  equity  of  the  thing  in  itself, 
there  is  very  justification  for  a  review  of 
the  question. 

The  Minister  made  a  statement  to-day 
on  the  question  of  appeal  tribunals.  I 
agree  that  they  are  necessary,  but  I  have 
not  myself  pressed  him  to  set  them  up 
because  I  know  the  very  great  difficulty 
he  has  been  up  against.  It  will  be  no  use 
setting  up  these  tribunals  unless  he  has 
on  them  men  possessing  the  capacity,  the 
qualifications  and  the  character.  They 
must  be  exceptional  men.  They  must  not 
only  be  men  of  high  academic  qualifica- 
tions but  men  of  character  and  sympathy, 
who  are  able  to  sift  evidence  and  who 
have  a  certain  amount  of  legal  bent  at  all 
events,  if  not  legal  training,  because, 
although  I  appreciate  the  desirability  of 
ex-Service  men  appearing  personally 
before  them,  there  will  be  such  a  large 
number  of  applications  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible in  many  cases,  and  therefore  these 
medical  men  will  have  to  decide  on  the 
evidence  before  them.  [Interruption.']  I 
know  that  in  the  last  war  they  did  so,  but 
there  were  cases  where  they  did  not  see 
the  men  at  all,  and  in  this  war  the  number 
of  applications  will  be  so  great  that  it  will 
be  physically  impossible  for  the  tribunals 
to  see  them  all  individually,  and  there 
will  inevitably  be  cases  where   they  will 
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have  to  decide  on  the  evidence  before 
them.  I  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  been  furnished  with  a  list  of 
names.  Naturally  I  have  not  seen  it.  I 
should  like  very  much  to  have  a  look  at 
it  as  a  matter  of  interest.  They  will  have 
a  very  responsible  job,  and  I  hope  they 
are  fitted  for  it.  I  would  rather  even  not 
see  tribunals  set  up  at  this  juncture  unless 
they  can  do  their  work  adequately  and 
with  fairness  and  justice  to  applicants. 

I  think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
also  established  his  case  for  a  change  in 
the  whole  method  of  approach  to  the 
Royal  Warrant  and  even,  if  necessary, 
for  a  change  in  the  Royal  Warrant  itself. 
In  the  last  war  I  was  a  medical  officer  of 
a  battalion  in  the  line,  and  I  have  heard 
the  experiences  of  those  in  this  war.  I 
am  told  by  those  who  have  served  in 
both  that  while  in  the  last  war  the  amount 
of  suffering  in  the  line  was  probably  even 
greater  than  to-day,  in  view  of  the  inten- 
sive nature  of  the  bombardment,  the 
general  conditions  of  service  to-day  take 
far  more  out  of  the  individual  than  in  the 
last  war.  One  cannot  help  feeling  a 
great  amount  of  sympathy  with  some  of 
our  men  serving  abroad  who  are  deprived 
of  something  which  will  affect  their  health 
very  considerably  as  compared  with  the 
last  war.  In  the  last  war,  whatever  the 
great  hardships  we  had  to  meet  in  France, 
we  had  the  estimable  privilege  of  coming 
home  and  seeing  our  people  every  few 
months.  Three  or  four  months  did  not 
pass  when  we  did  not  have  leave.  Now 
there  are  thousands  of  our  men  in  the 
East  and  North  Africa  who  have  not  been 
home  for  from  two  to  six  years. 

Mr.  Tinker  (Leigh) :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's experience  of  the  last  war  and  mine 
are  quite  different.  I  was  away  two  years 
before  I  got  any  leave. 

Sir  H.  Morris- Jones:  There  were  a  large 
number  of  men  in  Salonica  and  the  East 
who  never  saw  any  leave,  but  the  over- 
whelming proportion  of  soldiers  served  in 
France,  and  they  were  continually  receiv- 
ing leave,  every  three  or  four  months. 
Now  the  overwhelming  proportion  are 
serving  in  circumstances  in  which  they 
are  not  able  to  have  leave.  That  has  a 
detrimental  effect  upon  their  health,  and 
it  will  have  an  effect  on  their  future  health 
and  produce  those  nebulous  cases  which 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions  are  turning  down 
as  not  attributable  to  service.   With  regard 
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to  the  whole  question  of  attributability, 
I  would  point  out  that  medicine  is  a  very 
vague  and  inexact  science. 

Dr.  Morgan  (Rochdale) :  Medicine  is 
not  a  science  at  all;  it  is  an  art  based  on 
science. 

Sir  H.  Morris-Jones:  It  attempts  to  be  a 
science,  although  it  is  very  inexact.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  is  entirely  in  the  hands 
ot  his  doctors.  We  get  cases  by  the 
hundred  of  men  who  are  turned  down, 
and  our  postbags  are  increasing  week  by 
week  because  of  letters  about  them. 
Hardly  a  day  passes  when  I  do  not  get  a 
case  from  my  constituency  of  an  applicant 
who  is  turned  down  on  the  ground  that 
his  condition  is  not  attributable  to  service. 
What  medical  officer  in  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  could  get  up  and  say  that  the 
disability  from  which  a  man  was  suffering 
would  have  been  contracted  if  the  man 
had  remained  in  civil  life?  There  is  not 
one.  Yet  over  and  over  again  cases  are 
turned  down  on  the  ground  that  if  the 
man  had  not  joined  the  Services  he  would 
have  contracted  the  ailment  for  which 
he  was  discharged.  I  submit  that  in  the 
circumstances  my  right  hon.  Friend  ought 
to  view  these  cases  with  the  greatest  sym- 
pathy and  stretch  a  point  every  time  in 
their  favour.  Ex-Service  men  are  having 
their  cases  tried  on  the  basis  that  they 
make  certain  statements  in  regard  to  their 
pre-war  health.  A  man  may  go  before  a 
medical  board,  and,  very  anxious  to 
serve  the  country,  he  says  that  he  has 
never  had  an  illness  in  his  life  before. 
It  is  patriotic  of  him  to  do  so. 

I  have  a  case  of  a  man  who  was  in- 
valided from  the  Army  for  rheumatism, 
and  he  is  penalised  because  he  stated  in 
hospital  that  he  had  rheumatism  before  he 
joined  the  Army.  He  said  on  oath,  and  is 
prepared  to  repeat  on  oath,  that  he  never 
had  had  rheumatism  in  his  life.  His  local 
doctor  in  a  rural  area,  who  has  complete 
knowledge  of  all  the  families  there,  says 
that  the  man  never  has  had  rheumatism. 
Yet  because  he  has  rheumatism  now  and 
made  a  statement  that  he  had  had  it  in  the 
past,  he  is  not  allowed  anything  from  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions.  The  statement  was 
made  when  the  man  was  in  a  state  of 
delirium  and  high  fever  in  the  presence  of 
a  medical  officer.  I  would  ask  my  right 
hon.  Friend  to  warn  medical  officers  that 
statements  of  this  kind  should  not  be  used 
to  affect  the  right  to  a  pension.  We  feel 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done 
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his  work  well,  that  he  is  a  man  of 
sympathy  and  that  he  takes  great  interest 
in  pensions.  Circumstances  have  now 
changed,  however,  and  there  should  be  a 
complete  review  of  the  position  and  a 
change  of  mind  at  the  Ministry. 

The  Minister  of  Pensions  (Sir  Walter 
Womersley) :  I  do  not  want  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  thin[k  that  I  am  winding  up  the 
Debate,  but  I  thought  it  was  due  to  the 
House  that  I  should  intervene  at  this 
moment  to  answer  some  of  .the  main 
questions  which  have  been  put.  Hon. 
Members  who  join  in  the  Debate  after- 
wards will  be  answered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary,  who  will  be  able  to  do 
it  effectively.  There  was  a  journalist, 
who  has  often  written  scathing  articles 
about  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  other 
Government  Departments,  who  said  that 
he  would  not  have  my  job  for  all  the 
money  in  the  world.  When  I  asked  him 
why,  he  said,  "  Ministers  of  Pensions  are 
the  whipping  boys  of  all  Governments. 
They  are  there  to  be  [kicked  and  cuffed, 
and  they  never  give  any  satisfaction, 
whatever  they  do."  There  is  possibly 
something  in  what  that  journalist  said, 
but  I  do  not  regard  my  position  in  that 
light.  Indeed,  this  Debate  has  proved 
that  there  are  many  people  offering  me 
sound  advice,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been  any  attempt  to  kick  and  cuff 
me.  Hon.  Members  have  been  very 
reasonably  and  friendly  disposed  towards 
me.  I  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  be 
and  that  in  future  Debates  on  pensions 
we  shall  have  the  same  helpful  atmos- 
phere as  we  have  had  to-day. 

My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser),  who 
opened  the  Debate,  delivered  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  speeches  I  have  heard  on 
the  subject  of  pensions,  and  I  have  heard 
many.  It  was  a  moving  plea,  and  I  felt 
like  the  man  in  the  Bible  who  said, 
"  Almost  thou  persuadest  me."  I  have, 
however,  to  look  at  these  matters  and  put 
them  to  the  House  in  quite  a  different 
light.  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  put 
them  as  fairly  from  the  side  of  the  Minis- 
try as  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  put 
them  from  the  other  side.  I  take  excep- 
tion to  one  thing  he  said.  That  was  that 
the  British  Legion  wanted  new  life  put 
into  it.  If  he  sat  at  my  desk  and  read 
the  letters  and  resolutions  that  I  received 
from  the  British  Legion,  he  would  not 
think  they  wanted  any  enlivening  or  kick- 


ing into  action.  The  Legion  is  the  Service 
man's  trade  union,  and  it  does  its  job 
nobly  and  well. 

Sir  I.  Fraser:  I  said  they  wanted  to 
attract  young  men  into  the  British 
Legion,  but  if  they  are  gingering  up  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  am  glad. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  need  not  worry  about  ginger- 
ing up.  They  have  been  doing  the  ginger- 
ing all  the  time,  and  I  am  with  him  in 
hoping  that  the  British  Legion  will  be  able 
to  bring  into  their  ranks  the  men  dis- 
charged during  this  war,  just  as  they 
succeeded  in  amalgamating  all  ex-Service 
men's  unions  and  associations  after  the 
last  war.  It  is  a  good  thing  from  the 
national  standpoint  to  have  a  representa- 
tive body,  non-political  in  character,  pre- 
pared to  consider  these  questions  entirely 
from  the  view  of  the  ex-Service  men  them- 
selves, and  to  bring  them,  without  fear  or 
favour,  before  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Department. 

Before  I  get  down  to  answering  specific 
questions  put  to  me,  may  I  also  pay  a 
tribute  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lady 
who  represents  Central  Bristol  (Lady 
Apsley)  ?  I  am  sure  we  have  never  heard 
a  more  moving  maiden  speech,  or  one  so 
full  of  practical,  sound  common  sense.  I 
have  known  her  in  her  position  as  chair- 
man of  the  Women's  Section  of  the  British 
Legion,  and  I  know  in  what  affection  the 
women  of  the  Legion  hold  her,  and  I 
know  also  how  she  has  devoted  her  time 
to  the  welfare  of  ex-Service  men  and  of 
the  women  and  children  who  have  been 
left  as  their  dependants.  I  can  also  say 
that  since  her  husband  joined  the  Forces 
in  the  early  days  of  the  war  she  has 
brought  to  my  notice  from  time  to  time 
cases  that  have  arisen  in  the  constituency 
that  her  husband  represented  in  the  City 
of  Bristol,  and  she  is  just  carrying  on  with 
the  same  work  that  she  did  on  his  behalf. 
I  give  her,  as  I  can  give  to  all  hon.  Mem- 
bers, an  assurance  that  all  cases  brought 
to  my  notice  will,  as  in  the  past,  have  my 
most  sympathetic  consideration  and  that 
I  will  allow  Members  to  know  the  definite 
reasons  why  pensions  cannot  be  granted, 
so  that  they  may  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

We  are  allowed,  I  believe,  to  speak  in 
a  general  way  about  the  question  of  appeal 
tribunals.  Let  me  make  my  position 
quite  clear.     I  have  said  time  and  time 
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again  that  I  desire  these  tribunals  to  be 
set  up,  and  quite  apart  from  the  feeling 
we  have  that  justice  cannot  be  done  when 
a  decision  is  left  to,  say,  one  man,  but 
that  justice  will  be  done  if  there  is  a  body 
of  men  or  of  men  and  women — realising 
that  that  is  inherent  in  our  British  char- 
acter, I  have  always  been  in  favour  of 
tribunals.  I  have  another  reason  for 
favouring  them,  and  that  is  that  if 
tribunals  were  set  up  and  if  Parliament 
decided  that  they  should  be  placed  in  the 
same  statutory  position  as  tribunals  were 
after  the  last  war,  that  is,  that  their  de- 
cisions should  be  final  and  binding  upon 
Ministers  as  well  as  upon  appellants,  it 
would  remove  a  good  deal  of  difficulty 
from  my  task.  It  would  certainly  reduce 
considerably  the  postbags  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  because  instead  of  Members 
have  to  deal  with  them,  the  cases  would 
go  to  the  tribunals.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  would  point  out  that  I  should  not  expect 
Members  not  to  bring  up  constituents' 
cases  before  they  went  to  the  tribunals 
if  they  so  desired,  because  I  still  want  to 
give  cases  the  closest  consideration  to  see 
whether  anything  can  be  done  in  the  way 
of  helping  appellants.  If  we  cannot,  then 
their  cases  must  go  to  the  tribunals.  I 
would,  however,  put  in  this  little  warning. 
It  was  my  experience  of  the  old  tribunals 
that  hon.  Members  were  not  always 
satisfied  with  their  decisions.  If  one 
searched  the  records  of  my  Department, 
one  would  find  many  hundreds,  and 
maybe  thousands,  of  letters  from  Members 
of  Parliament  complaining  about  the  de- 
cisions of  tribunals.  So  I  do  not  think 
we  shall  ever  get  to  the  point  when  every- 
body will  be  satisfied,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  Members  would  look  upon 
me  with  grave  suspicion  if  I  could  get  the 
good  word  of  everybody  not  only  in  this 
House  but  of  the  country. 

One  newspaper  has  said  of  me  that  I 
am  a  jolly  good  stonewaller,  the  best 
stonewaller  the  Government  have  ever 
had;  that  I  have  staved  off  the  question 
of  tribunals  by  all  sorts  of  excuses,  and 
they  wondered  what  new  excuse  I  should 
bring  forward  to-day.  It  was  also  sug- 
gested that  there  would  be  some  body- 
line  bowling.  I  have  always  understood 
that  body-line  bowling  was  a  bit  unfair, 
but  I  have  not  experienced  any  body-line 
bowling  to-day,  because  everybody  has 
been  fair  to  me  and  my  Department.  The 
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hon.  Member  for  Bassetlaw  (Mr. 
Bellenger)  wanted  to  know  why  there  has 
been  some  delay  since  the  Sub-committee 
was  set  up.  What  I  have  to  be  sure  of 
is  that  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of 
doctors  of  the  right  type  available  before 
I  proceed  with  the  setting-up  of  tribunals. 
That  must  be  made  clear.  Hon.  Members 
may  say,  "  Why,  would  not  any  doctors 
do?  "  I  have  a  cutting  here  from  the 
"  Daily  Herald  "  which  speaks  of 
' '  Hundreds  of  cases  for  Womersley  ' '  and 
suggests  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  finding  the  necessary  medical  staff  and 
that  to  talk  about  a  shortage  of  doctors 
is  absurd.     It  adds: 

"  Doctors  can  be  drawn  from  the  older  age 
groups  to  staff  them.  Surely  there  are  many 
specialists  in  London  who  would  be  glad  to 
give  two  hours  a  week  to  the  tribunals." 

I  ask  hon.  Members,  Is  it  reasonable  to 
talk  of  two  hours  a  week?  I  shall  want 
at  least  24  tribunals  to  cover  the  whole  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  those  who 
undertake  work  on  them  will  have  to 
make  it  a  full-time  job.  If  they  are  to 
give  a  fair  judgment,  it  will  take  them 
all  their  time  to  do  eight  cases  a  day. 
My  hon.  Friend  opposite  knows  about  the 
work  of  these  tribunals,  because  he  has 
been  a  member  of  one,  and  I  hope  he 
will  confirm  what  I  say,  that  we  want  a 
thoroughly  careful  hearing  of  the  case, 
because  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  if 
Parliament  says  the  decision  shall  be  bind- 
ing and  final,  it  will  not  then  be  the  case 
that,  as  now,  cases  can  be  brought  to  me 
for  review.  Once  a  case  has  been  dealt 
with  by  the  tribunal  it  will  be  done  with. 
That  is  why  I  say  we  must*  have  com- 
petent men  to  sit  on  the  tribunal  and  feel 
sure  of  them — not  for  the  sake  of  the 
M inistry  or  the  Government,  but  in  order 
to  see  that  the  appellants  have  a  fair  and 
square  hearing. 

Mr.  Evelyn  Walkden  (Doncaster) :  Is  not 
the  Minister  presuming  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  a  medical  officer  to  sit  on 
the  tribunal  and  not  to  prepare  evidence 
for  the  tribunal? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  If  the  hon.  Member 
holds  an  opposite  view,  he  will  find  him- 
self in  conflict  with  every  ex-Service  men's 
organisation.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a 
medical  member  of  the  tribunal  there  at 
all  times  to  deal  with  medical  questions. 
This  has  been  thought  out  in  the  light  of 
experience.  There'  has  been  considerable 
experience  of  these  tribunals.     The  ideal 
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tribunal  would  undoubtedly  consist  of  a 
lawyer  in  the  chair,  a  fully-trained  man, 
with  a  fully-trained  medical  man  and  a 
representative  of  the  ex-Service  men. 
There  could  not  be  a  fairer  tribunal  than 
that. 

Mr.  Gallacher  (Fife,  West) :  A  Service 
man  in  the  chair? 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  afraid  we  are  dis- 
cussing details  of  tribunals,  and  that  is 
out  of  Order,  because  the  setting-up  of 
tribunals  requires  legislation. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  must  obey  your 
Ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  I  wish  to  make 
it  clear  that  it  is  necessary  to  exercise 
care  in  the  selection  of  the  right  people, 
and  I  think  that  will  be  confirmed  by  most 
medical  men  in  the  House.  We  adver- 
tised, and  received  certain  answers.  An 
analysis  of  those  answers  showed  that  some 
of  the  men  who  had  applied  were  not  such 
as  would  give  satisfaction  to  ex-Service 
men  or  to  those  who  were  appealing. 
Therefore,  in  consultation  with  my  Sub- 
committee— I  am  glad  to  say  that  a 
member  of  my  Sub-committee  has  con- 
firmed this  to-day — I  thought  it  would  be 
wise  to  call  in  a  member  of  the  British 
Medical  Council  to  give  us  some  help  in 
the  matter.  This  representative  very 
kindly  came  along  and  told  us  frankly  that 
he  would  want  at  least  six  weeks  before 
he  could  present  us  with  a  list  which  he 
would  be  satisfied  to  put  up  as  containing 
suitable  men.  We  had  to  agree  with  that. 
We  could  not  do  otherwise.  I  have 
received  that  list  only  this  week,  and  it 
contains  a  considerable  number  of  names. 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  number  of  names. 
As  I  wanted  the  list  to  be  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  examined,  I  thought  I  could 
not  do  better  than  to  call  in  Lord  Horder, 
who  is  an  adviser  to  my  Department. 

Dr.  Morgan:  Again? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  Would  the  hon. 
Member  like  a  layman  to  be  called  in? 

Dr.  Morgan:  I  do  not  object  to  Lord 
Horder,  but  I  object  to  his  being  called 
in  as  though  he  had  encyclopaedic  know- 
ledge of  medicine,  which  he  has  not. 

Commander  Locker-Lampson  (Birming- 
ham, Handsworth) :  Is  not  Lord  Horder  a 
first-class  man? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  am  satisfied  that 
he  can  give  me  good  advice.     This  list 


will  be  back  again  to  me  in  a  very  short 
time.  I  have  asked  my  people  to  get  on 
with  it  as  quickly  as  possible.  When  I 
have  it,  I  shall  call  my  Sub-committee  to- 
gether. I  cannot  go  right  over  their  heads, 
since  they  were  set  up  for  this  purpose. 
I  hope  to  get  the  tribunals  established  in 
a  reasonable  time.  I  am  anxious  for 
them,  and  so  are  hon.  Members,  and  we 
shall  manage  to  get  on  with  them  pretty 
quickly. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  rates, 
an  old  story  that  has  been  told  in  this 
House  time  and  time  again.  Actually, 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  raised 
it  gave  the  answer  which  I  was  going  to 
give,  and  I  can  confirm  what  he  said. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  misconception 
about  the  rates  during  the  last  war  and 
the  rates  during  this  war.  The  statement 
has  been  made  time  and  time  again  that 
soldiers  from  the  last  war  got  bigger  pen- 
sions than  the  soldiers  of  this  war.  I 
have  to  make  the  position  clear  not  only 
in  this  House  but  to  the  outside  world. 
It  was  after  the  last  war,  when  the  House 
and  the  country  knew  our  liabilities  and 
what  we  could  afford  in  the  way  of  pen- 
sions, that  this  Royal  Warrant  of  1919 
was  laid  down.  Even  then,  and  after  the 
advice  of  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House 
which  went  more  thoroughly  into  the 
pensions  question  than  any  Committee 
has  ever  done,  it  was  made  quite  clear 
that  pensions  were  not  to  be  static  but 
were  to  go  up  or  come  down  with  the  cost 
of  living.  They  were  arranged  at  that 
time  upon  a  cost-of-living  figure  of  215. 
The  cost  of  living  did  not  go  up;  it  cer- 
tainly went  down.  It  is  quite  true  that 
the  Government  did  not  take  advantage 
of  the  provision  that  a  lowering  of  the 
rates  would  mean  a  lowering  of  the  pen- 
sion, and  I  say  that  that  is  right  and  I 
applaud  it;  but  it  is  a  fact  that  from  that 
time  onwards  all  the  pensions  had  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers will  bear  in  mind  that  even  during 
the  time  of  peace  we  had  one  or  two 
little  wars,  and  we  had  pensioners  to  deal 
with.  They  were  not  dealt  with  by  my 
Department,  because  they  were  not  Great 
War  pensioners,  and  the  rates  in  all  new 
classes  of  pensioners  were  fixed  on  that 
cost-of-living  figure  of  215,  less  or  plus. 
That  is  how  the  rates  came  into  operation 
for  the  present  war. 

The  Government  have  carried  out  their 
pledge  that  there  should  be  an  adjustment 
for  every  five  per  cent,   increase  in  the 
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[Sir  W.  Womersley.] 
cost-of-living  figure  basis,  and  the  figure 
has  gone  up  on  two  occasions.  We  are 
just  about  7  per  cent,  below  now,  and  the 
next  jump  would  have  to  be  on  the  level 
of  the  1919  pension  rate.  I  can  only  give 
this  pledge,  that  the  Government  will  re- 
view this  position  from  time  to  time,,  in 
the  light  of  the  cost-of-living  figure,  and 
will  increase  pensions  accordingly.  I  want 
hon.  Members  to  bear  in  mind  that  this 
does  not  apply  just  to  war  pensions  for 
the  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force.  It 
applies  to  every  kind  of  pension  that  is 
granted  as  a  result  of  war  disability — 
civilian  pensions,  civil  defence  volunteer 
pensions  and  many  others.  We  have  to 
deal  with  a  very  great  range  this  time. 
If  we  put  up  the  rate  for  one  class,  we 
must  put  it  up  all  round. 

The  argument  was  also  used  that  this 
was  not  quite  enough.  I  agree  that  money 
compensation  is  not  enough  and  never 
would  be  enough,  however  high  we  made 
it,  because  we  cannot  measure  the  sacri- 
fice of  these  men  in  terms  of  money.  The 
Government  have  to  do  something  more 
than  that.  This  is  a  point  on  which  I 
wish  to  speak  a  little  later.  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  have  a  good  case  to  put  to  the 
House  for  this  "  something  else  "  over 
and  above  the  merely  money  compensa- 
tion. I  would  ask  hon.  Members  to  view 
the  matter  not  merely  in  the  light  of  what 
is  given  in  the  way  of  money,,  but  what 
we  try  to  do  in  other  ways  to  make  life 
tolerable  for  these  men  and  women,  to 
give  them,  as  the  Noble  Lady  said,  a  feel- 
ing that  they  can  take  their  places  along- 
side their  fellows  and  to  bring  them  as 
nearly  back  to  normal  as  we  can.  If  I 
have  time,  I  want  to  give  a  few  details 
about  our  scheme,  which  we  are  working 
just  now  successfully.  I  know  that  hon. 
Members  are  keen  to  have  further  infor- 
mation about  one  or  two  points. 

First  there  is  the  question  of  the  allow- 
ance to  the  wife  and  children,  where  a 
marriage  contract  was  entered  into  after 
the  war  disability  has  taken  place.  This 
is  a  very  vexed  question.  It  is  nothing 
new,  but  is  as  old  as  pensions  themselves 
and  has  been  debated  time  and  time  again 
in  this  House.  Anyone  who  looks  up  the 
records  of  my  Department  and  of  pensions 
Debates  will  find  that  it  is  a  hardy  annual 
which  has  been  put  up  by  hon.  Members 
to  all  the  Governments  in  office  since  the 
Great  War,  whatever  their  political  com- 
plexion.    It  has  been  consistently  main- 


tained that  we  should  not  give  way  on  this 
point  about  the  post-disability  marriage. 
There  are  various  points  of  view  to  be  put 
forward  and  I  shall  submit  to  the  House 
what  have  been  the  reasons  why  from  time 
to  time  successive  Governments  have  re- 
fused to  give  this  pension. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  sug- 
gested that  there  is  a  way  of  helping,  and 
that  is  by  giving  something  in  the  nature 
of  a  constant-attendance  allowance.  I  will 
come  to  that  point  in  a  moment  and  will 
now  deal  only  with  the  main  question. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  made  a 
calculation  which  does  not  seem  to  be 
borne  out  by  my  own  figures.  He  took  a 
block  of  1,500  cases  to  find  out  how  many 
of  them  had  married  after  the  disability. 
We  have  the  definite  percentage.  The 
percentage  of  new  war-disabled  men  who 
are  drawing  wife's  allowance  is  57.7  per 
cent.  Actually,  of  the  men  who  have  been 
discharged  from  the  Army  as  disabled 
in  this  war,  57  per  cent,  were  married 
men  before  disability  took  place.  I  just 
mentioned  that  in  passing  to  show  that  it 
is  a  little  different  figure  from  that  quoted. 
I  wanted  the  House  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  proper  figure. 

Sir  I.  Fraser:  It  is  not  a  contentious 
point.  The  figures  I  gave  refer  to  1,500 
men  of  the  last  war.  My  figures  for  a  very 
small  -sample  of  men  in  this  war  are  48 
unmarried  to  36  married,  which  seems  to 
suggest  something  like  the  same  propor- 
tion. Justice  should  be  done  whatever 
the  proportion. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  simply  quoted  my 
figures  as  I  wanted  the  House"  to  have  the 
proper  figures.  The  point  is  that  although 
my  hon.  Friend  made  light  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  might  arise  from  abuses, 
believe  me  they  are  very  real.  Where  this 
matter  has  been  tried  out  in  other  coun- 
tries it  has  proved  a  most  difficult  thing. 
He  suggested  on  a  former  occasion  when 
it  was  debated  that  we  should  have  cer- 
tain safeguards,  and  I  was  hoping  he 
would  elaborate  that  point  to-day.  I  am 
anxious  to  find  what  safeguards  we  could 
have  if  we  gave  this  concession.  The  only 
thing  I  can  say  further  about  it  is  that  in 
my  considered  judgment — I  say  it  frankly 

I  do  not  think  you  could  get  a  scheme 

which  would  be  workable  and  acceptable 
if  you  had  to  put  in  the  safeguards,  and 
if  you  did  not  have  the  safeguards  you 
would  have  a  scheme  which  would  be  open 
to  much  abuse.     I  am  quite  prepared  to 
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listen  to  suggestions  put  forward  on  this 
or  any  other  aspect  of  pensions,  because  I 
do  not  say  that  I  know  it  all,  nor  have  I 
closed  my  mind  to  improvements  in  the 
Royal  Warrant  or  the  schemes  which  I 
administer.  I  am  anxious  to  learn  more, 
and  I  will  never  say  I  know  all  there  is 
to  know  about  it.  It  is  a  matter  which 
would  be  useful  to  inquire  into,  but  I  want 
to  point  out  what  would  be  the  obvious 
difficulties. 

We  now  come  to  the  question  of  the 
Beveridge  Report. 

Mr.  Bellenger:  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  suggestions,  would  he 
read  one  of  the  Reports  of  his  own 
Ministry,  that  of  1937,  where  it  states  that 
in  Australia  they  did  find  some  method 
of  preventing  a  certain  number  of  abuses  ? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  Of  preventing  a 
certain  amount  of  abuse.  I  know  that 
Report,  and  I  know  a  good  deal  about 
the  system  in  Australia.  I  am  not  here 
to  criticise  the  systems  of  other  Govern- 
ments. If  the  Beveridge  scheme  is 
accepted — and  the  Government  have  said 
they  are  going  to  accept  children's  allow- 
ances— then  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  is 
removed,  because  it  does  not  matter  from 
what  source  it  comes  so  long  as  the  woman 
or  the  household  has  the  income.  If  I 
may  make  this  suggestion,  in  dealing  with 
many  pension  questions  I  think  it  is 
worth  while  taking  into  consideration 
what  the  effect  of  the  Beveridge  sug- 
gestions are,  if  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, on  the  whole  of  our  pensions 
system.  Personally,  I  was  very  dis- 
appointed that  he  did  not  rope  my  Depart- 
ment in  with  the  whole  question  of  social 
security.  I  thinjk  it  would  have  been  a 
good  idea.  But  he  did  not,  and  he  gives 
his  reason — that  this  is  a  pension  given 
for  a  special  reason.  That  was  said  by 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  I  agree 
with  that  absolutely.  That  is  why  we 
make  no  stipulation  how  much  a  man  or 
woman  shall  earn.  They  get  their  pen- 
sion whether  earning  a*  lot  or  a  little, 
because  we  say  that  this  pension  is  being 
given  because  of  the  difference  between 
that  man  or  woman  and  a  normal  person 
of  that  age  or  sex. 

I  think  it  would  be  worth  our  while  to 
consider  many  of  these  suggestions  in  the 
light  of  the  Beveridge  suggestions  and 
link  them  up.  I  know  it  may  be  said  that 
in  the  meantime  somebody  is  suffering.    I 


doubt  that  very  much.  It  is  an  extraordi- 
nary thing  that,  speaking  either  at 
meetings  or  to  an  assembly  of  people, 
it  is  always  presumed  that  the  100  per 
cent,  disabled  man  is  unable  to  do  any- 
thing whatever.  We  have  had  an  experi- 
ence during  this  war  which  has  been 
really  astounding.  This  is  what  has  hap- 
pened to  disabled  ex-Service  men  when 
there  is  plenty  of  work  available  and  em- 
ployers are  willing  to  employ  them.  I 
say  this  from  my  long  experience,  that  the 
worst  time  this  Ministry  always  has  is 
when  there  is  a  large  amount  of  unemploy- 
ment in  the  country.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  that,  and  for  two  reasons,  because 
there  is  a  diminution  of  the  income  into 
the  household,  which  makes  a  fellow  very 
uncomfortable;  and,  secondly,  that  when 
a  man  is  doing  nothing  he  is  thinking 
about  his  disability,  and  it  can  easily 
become  worse  for  that.  The  great  idea 
and  object  are  to  find  employment  for 
ex-Service  men. 

Here  I  want  to  pay  another  tribute  to 
the  British  Legion.  They  set  an  example 
to  the  people  of  this  country  by  setting 
up  their  workshops  in  various  places  and 
establishing  industries  at  Preston  Hall  and 
so  on,  their  employment  bureaux,  all 
kinds  of  things  done  for  ex-Service  men, 
so  that  unemployment  among  ex-Service 
men  was  lower  than  among  the  general 
population  even  during  the  worst  periods. 
Our  old  pensioners  of  the  last  war  have 
done  wonderful  work  in  the  war,  and  from 
the  latest  count  we  took  19  out  of  20, 
at  a  very  low  estimate,  of  disabled  ex- 
Service  men  are  employed  full  time,  earn- 
ing good  wages  and  doing  good  work  for 
the  nation.  [Interruption'].  I  said  dis- 
abled ex-Service  men. 

Mr.  Lawson  (Chester-le-Street) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  is  the 
nature  of  their  employment? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  can  say  that  it  is 
employment  that  is  all  in  the  national 
interest  at  the  moment,  and  that  their  jobs 
have  been  selected  for  them  according  to 
their  disability  and  ability. 

Mr.  William  Brown  (Rugby) :  Are  these 
totally  or  partially  disabled  ex-Service- 
men? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  This  is  a  cross  talk. 
I  said  quite  definitely  disabled  men. 
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Mr.  Brown:  I  know,  but  what  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean — totally  dis- 
abled or  partially  disabled,  or  temporarily 
disabled,  or  what? 

Sir  W.  Womersiey:  Surely  the  hon. 
Member  has  common  sense  enough  to 
know.  The  answer  is  what  I  have  said, 
disabled  men  drawing  pensions.  [Interrup- 
tion.'] It  is  men  wholly  and  partially 
disabled.  [An  Hon.  Member:  "Why 
did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  so 
straight  away?  "]  Anyone  with  com- 
prehension would  realise  that  one  meant 
all  classes  of  pensioners. 

Mr.  John  Wilmot  (Kennington) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  appreciate  that 
the  figures  mean  something  quite  different 
if  19  out  of  20  were  employed,  and  the 
20th   were  all   the  totally  disabled   men. 

Sir  W.  Womersiey:  Yes,  I  will  deal  with 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  will  be  quiet.  The 
men  of  the  last  war  are  now,  25  years 
after  the  war  finished,  doing  a  job  of 
national  importance  of  some  kind — 19  out 
of  20.  Now  we  come  to  the  20th,  who 
undoubtedly  will  be  the  totally  disabled 
man,  or  otherwise  he  would  be  employed 
at  the  moment.  There  is  this  point,  that 
a  man  passing  from  one  job  to  another 
often  gets  put  on  the  register,  but  we  will 
ignore  that,  and  we  will  take  it  that  the 
man  is  a  totally  disabled  man.  The  point 
at  issue  is  this.  If  he  is  a  married  man 
with  two  children,  as  was  quoted  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member,  he  will  get 
more  than  what  the  Beveridge  plan  sug- 
gests is  a  subsistence  level,  a  good 
deal  more.  I  want  that  to  be 
made  quite  clear,  because  there 
is  some  misapprehension  about  this. 
[Interruption.']  A  man  with  a  wife  and 
two  children.  You  must  compare  like  with 
like.  In  the  last  war  it  was  40s.,  plus 
ios.,  plus  7s.  6d.,  plus  6s.,  and  in  this 
war  it  is  37s.  6d.,  plus  9s.  2d.  for  the 
wife,  7s.  id.  for  the  first  child,  and  5s.  5d. 
for  the  second  child — which  comes  to  a 
larger  sum  than  was  suggested  in  the 
Beveridge  plan.  We  come  to  the  question 
of  the  totally  disabled  man  and  his  wife. 
Twenty-five  years  after  the  last  war  all  the 
children  of  that  war  are  off  our  books  at 
any  rate,  because  they  have  grown  past 
the  age  at  Which  pension  is  payable.  If 
the  man  is  so  badly  disabled  that  he  can- 
not follow  his  employment,  if  he  is  bed- 
ridden, we  can  make  a  grant  of  18s.  a 


week.  It  is  called  a  constant  attendance 
allowance.  It  really  means  a  payment  to 
his  wife  or  somebody  else  for  looking  after 
him.  At  any  rate,  it  is  an  addition  to  the 
household  income.  To  my  mind,  that  is 
the  right  way  of  dealing  with  this  matter. 
Out  of  400,000  men  drawing  disability 
pensions  from  the  last  war  something  like 
4,000  were  unemployed  at  the  last  count. 
I  do'  not  think  anyone  would  put  forward 
a  plea  for  increased  pensions  to  that  large 
number  of  men  who  are  working,  and 
receiving,  I  hope,  standard  rate  of  wages. 
People  would  want  assistance  to  be  given 
to  the  4,000  who  are  unemployed  at  the 
moment. 

The  right  and  proper  way  to  deal  with 
this  matter  is  this  constant  attendance 
allowance  for  those  who  are  absolutely 
totally  disabled.  If  the  argument  was  put 
forward  that  that  allowance  was  not 
enough,  I  should  be  inclined  to  ask  the 
Government  to  reconsider  it,  because  these 
are  men  who  cannot  supplement  their  in- 
come. I  agree  that  that  is  a  very  difficult 
problem — in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  with  which  I  have  to  deal.  But 
people  generalise  from  one  or  two  cases 
that  come  to  their  notice,  about  the  whole 
pension  position.  I  want  hon.  Members 
to  look  with  me  into  the  wider  field.  A 
man  is  not  necessarily  totally  disabled 
because  he  gets  a  pension,  and  if  he  gets 
work  he  can  have  the  benefit.  I  agree  that 
there  is  something  to  be  said  for  dealing 
with  the  man  who  is  totally  disabled,  and 
I  think  that  the  method  I  have  sug- 
gested is  the  best  method,  but  I  will  give 
the  closest  consideration  to  the  matter  and 
see  whether  a  better  one  can  he  found. 

What  I,  and  I  think  every  Member  of 
the  House,  would  like  to  see  for  the  men 
who  are  disabled  in  this  war  is  something 
better  than  was  provided  in  the  last  war 
in  the  way  of  rehabilitation,  training  and 
employment.  I  am  proud  of  the  part 
that  I  and  my  Department  have  played  in 
the  matter  of  rehabilitation.  Nothing 
would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  for 
hon.  Members  to  come  down  to  the  hos- 
pital, quite  close  to  London,  where  we 
deal  with  rehabilitation,  fitting  limbs  and 
so  on,  and  see  how  science  has  advanced 
in  the  last  few  years,  and  also  how  general 
knowledge  and  sympathy  have  advanced 
-since  the  last  war.  An  attempt  was  made 
after  the  last  war  to  do  this  sort  of  thing, 
But  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  did  not  succeed. 
But  you  learn  wisdom  from  the  mistakes 
that  have  been  made.     This  time  we  have 
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started  our  planning  in  good  time.  I  have 
had  the  heartiest  co-operation  from  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Minister  of  Labour 
and  National  Service.  He  has  gone  so 
far  as  to  set  up  a  Committee,  known  as 
the  Tomlinson  Committee  which  has  gone 
very  carefully  into  this  question  and  has 
issued  a  remarkable  and  very  encourag- 
ing Report.  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to 
those  who  have  served  on  the  Committee 
for  the  way  they  have  reviewed  the  posi- 
tion and  for  the  suggestions  they  have 
made,  which  we  shall  carry  out,  so  that 
never  again  will  these  men  have  to  do  the 
hawking  of  matches  and  playing  in  bands 
in  the  streets  which  they  have  done  in 
the  past.  But  very  often,  of  course,  these 
men  make  a  lot  more  money  out  of  selling 
matches  and  playing  instruments  in  the 
streets  than  by  doing  their  jobs. 

We  have  been  able  to  deal  with  these 
new  cases  with  great  success  because  we 
have  dealt  with  them  early.  We  have  had 
remarkable  success.  It  is  surprising  how 
many  people  have  been  able  to  go  back 
to  their  old  occupations  after  rehabilita- 
tion. 

Dr.  Morgan:  There  is  a  good  staff. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  Yes;  I  want  to  pay 
tribute  to  my  staff.  They  do  their  jobs 
conscientiously  and  well.  No  one  is  doing 
more  than  the  doctors  to  try  to  make  the 
system  perfect.  We  have  other  difficul- 
ties to  face.  The  case  of  the  neurotics  is 
very  difficult.  A  large  number  of  our 
cases  are  cases  of  neurosis.  Neurosis  is  a 
question  which  the  medical  services  of  the 
country  will  have  to  face  before  long,  be- 
cause it  is  increasing.  Actually,  there  is 
less  of  it  among  the  Forces  than  in  civilian 
life;  but  we  have  to  deal  with  these  cases 
and  see  if  we  cannot  heal  the  mind,  just 
as  we  heal  the  body.  We  are  working  in 
Close  association  with  the  Ex-Services 
Welfare  Society.  I  want  to  pay  tribute 
to  that  Society  for  its  work  for-  neurotics 
in  the  past.  It  has  a  wonderful  factory 
down  at  Leatherhead.  It  is  astounding 
what  a  difference  it  makes  if  a  man  or 
woman  afflicted  in  that  way  finds  con- 
genial occupation  and  a  medical  man  who 
understands  the  patient.  I  want  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  doctors,  who  have  given 
their  service  in  this  great  work.  I  want  to 
build  up  on  that  scheme.  We  have  medi- 
cal centres  where  these  people  can  go.  It 
is  surprising  how  quickly  some  people  have 
reacted  to  the  treatment.  Many  have 
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been  able  to  go  back  to  normal  life  after 
six  weeks'  treatment.  Without  that  treat- 
ment, many,  as  in  the  last  war,  would 
have  become  confirmed  chronic  neurotics. 
It  would  not  have  been  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country,  quite  apart  from 
the  payment  of  pensions,  to  have  such 
people  unfit  to  carry  on  their  normal 
occupations.  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
doctors,  who  have  done  that  wonderful 
work. 

Mr.  Mathers  (Linlithgow) :  Would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  make  clear  what 
happens  to  the  households  of  those  men 
while  they  are  away,  getting  that  treat- 
ment? The  allowance  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  home  while  the  man  is  away  is  in 
many  cases  too  small  to  permit  a  man 
to  take  advantage  of  the  treatment  that 
is  offered. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  Not  if  he  comes 
under  my  Department. 

Mr.  Mathers:  Yes,  under  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Department. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  that,  because  the  difficulty  is  that 
very  often  it  is  stated  that  a  man  is  better 
off  when  under  treatment  than  when  draw- 
ing pension  outside.  It  can  easily  be  ex- 
plained in  this  way.  Our  treatment  allow- 
ances are  based  on  loss  of  wages.  When 
a  man  has  been  in  employment  and  has 
had  to  go  to  our  hospital  we  say  we  have 
the  right  to  compensate  him,  and  we  do 
compensate  him.  The  difficulty  may  have 
arisen  in  the  case  which  my  hon.  Friend 
has  in  mind,  and  it  happened  even  in  the 
old  days.  When  a  man  was  out  of  em- 
ployment at  the  time  he  went  to  hospital 
all  he  was  losing  was  unemployment  pay, 
and  there  was  a  smaller  grant  on  that 
account,  but  that  does  not  apply  so  much 
to-day,  because  those  who  go  into  hos- 
pitals are  men  who  have  been  in  full-time 
employment,  and  therefore  we  give  them 
an  allowance  and  their  cases  are  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Mathers:  I  am  thinking  of  the  case 
where  the  man  has  been  refused  a  pension 
because  his  psycho-neurosis  condition  is 
claimed  not  to  be  due  to  anything  con- 
nected with  his  service  which  is  not  true. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  He  comes  under 
national  insurance.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  my  Department. 

I  was  asked  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  parents'    pensions.      We   had   a   long 
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[Sir  W.  Womersley.] 
discussion  on  that  when  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Chester-le-Street  (Mr. 
Lawson)  brought  the  matter  before  the 
House,  and  hon.  Members  will  desire  to 
have  some  further  information  about  it 
and  some  idea  of  how  we  have  arrived 
at  our  conclusions  on  that  question.  I 
shall  have  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  because  I  want  to  read  a  short  ex- 
tract from  the  Royal  Warrant  of  1919 
so  that  hon.  Friends  may  understand 
exactly  the  various  pensions  that  were 
granted  under  the  old  Warrant.  It  reads 
thus: 

"  (a)  If  the  parents  were  dependent  on  the 
soldier  for  a  reasonable  period  prior  to  the  war 
or  enlistment  if  later.  (Where  enlistment  was 
after  outbreak  of  war  any  increase  of  depen- 
dence due  to  war  circumstances  was  excluded 
from  consideration.) 

(b)  If  at  any  time  either  or  both  parents  was 
or  were  wholly  or  partly  incapable  of  self- 
support  from  age  or  infirmity  and  in  pecuniary 
need. 

(c)  Where  the  soldier  was  under  the  age  of 
26  at  the  outbreak  of  war  or  date  of  enlistment 
if  later,  was  unmarried  and  no  pension  or 
allowance  was  in  payment  to  a  child  or  depen- 
dant in  respect  of  him,  a  flat  rate  of  pension 
of  5s.  could  be  awarded  irrespective  of  pre- 
war dependence,  age,  infirmity  or  pecuniary 
need  " 

That  was  under  the  old  Warrant.  We 
had  a  Select  Committee  on  Pensions  which 
sat  in  1920  and  recommended  as  follows, 
and  I  must  ask  hon.  Members  to  excuse 
me  reading  this,  as  it  is  a  question  of 
accuracy : 

"  That  the  whole  system  should  be  recon- 
sidered as  early  as  possible  with  a  view  to  revi- 
sion and  assimilation  of  all  three  classes  of 
case  on  a  basis,  broadly  interpreted,  of  what 
is  a  reasonable  expectation  of  what  a  son  would 
have  contributed  had  he  lived." 

And  then  they  added: 

"  We  believe  that  it  is  only  by  some  such 
plan  that  the  present  inequalities  can  be 
remedied." 

The  point  that  was  made  by  hon.  Friends 
repeatedly  in  this  House  was  that  the 
working  of  this  system  created  all  kinds 
of  anomalous  jealousies,  because  one  was 
given  more  than  the  other  and  so  forth. 
The  recommendation  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  adopted  by  the  then  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  and  came  into  operation 
on  1st  April,  1922.  Since  then  parents' 
pensions  have  been  conditional  upon  the 
claimant  being  able  to  say  that  he  or  she 
was  wholly  or  partly  incapable  of  self- 
support  and  in  pecuniary  need.  In  the 
present  war  we  started  with  the  1939  War- 


rant, which,  exactly  as  I  have  just  now 
suggested,  was  the  agreed  formula  that 
the  Committee  had  set.  In  1940  I  brought 
to  the  House  suggestions  for  material  im- 
provement, and  they  were  agreed  to  and 
placed  in  the  Warrant.  The  condition  of 
incapacity  was  removed,  and  full  effect 
was  given  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  1920,  which  said  that 
you  must  regard  parents'  pensions  on  the 
basis  of  what,  broadly  interpreted,  is  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  what  the  son 
would  have  contributed  had  he  lived. 

That  was  included  in  that  Warrant,  and 
the  present  rates  are,  to  one  parent  5s., 
a  maximum  of  10s.;  to  two  parents  a 
maximum  of  12s.  6d.,  but  with  the  proviso 
that  those  rates  can  be  increased  by  6s.  6d. 
a  week,  that  is,  to  one  parent  16s.  6d.  and 
to  two  parents  19s.  if  the  circumstances 
warrant  it.  Further,  the  parents  of  a 
married  soldier  wholly  dependent  upon 
him  to  a  substantial  extent  for  a  reason- 
able period  before  his  death  have  now 
been  made  eligible  for  these  pensions.  The 
general  point  is  about  the  widowed 
mother.  I  know  a  very  few  cases  where 
a  widowed  mother  has  not  succeeded  in 
getting  a  pension.  There  are  a  few  cases 
where  the  widowed  mother  has  a  private 
income  or  maybe  is  in  a  position  to  earn 
money  and  is  earning  money,  but  I  cannot 
imagine  the  case  of  a  widow  who  can  show 
that  she  is  in  need,  and  who  would  be  in 
need r  of  support  from  her  son,  being 
refused  pension.  I  give  most  sympathetic 
consideration  to  parents'  pensions. 

Mr.  Glenvil  Hal:  Would  the  Minister 
answer  the  question  which  I  put  to  him 
as  to  why  there  is  a  difference^between  the 
amount  given  in  the  present  Warrant  and 
the  last  Warrant?  It  was  36s.  in  the  last,, 
and  is  only  19s.  in  this. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  36s.  was  the  maxi- 
mum pension  at  that  time,  and  we  very 
rarely  ever  reached  that  sum. 

Mr.  Hall:  That  is  the  maximum. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  agree,  but  you* 
have  to  assess  the  amount  of  dependence- 
and  the  amount  of  dependence  never  came 
anywhere  near  the  36s.,  and  therefore  it 
dropped  out.  If  we  find  19s.  is  not  suffi- 
cient, it  is  possible  to  come  back. 

Mr.  Buchanan:  Why  not  fix  it  at  36s.? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  In  the  case  of  old 
age  pensioners,  there  have  been  several* 
useful  concessions  since  then,  and  again,  it. . 
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would  only  mean  that  they  would  get  it 
on  one  hand  and  have  it  taken  away  on 
the  other.  It  is  a  supplementation,  and  we 
want  to  work  the  two  Departments 
together  so  that  we  can  get  something  like 
equity  all  round. 

Mr.  Buchanan:  The  real  reason  is  that 
when  this  sum  of  36s.  was  fixed  pensions 
were  not  subject  to  a  means  test. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  No,  but  I  have  read 
out  the  terms  of  the  conditions  on  which 
pensions  were  given.  They  had  to  show 
that  they  were  36s.  out  of  pocket  before 
they  received  pension.  That  maximum 
was  only  applied  in  a  very  few  cases,  and 
it  was  out  of  date.  It  was  much  better  to 
give  the  concessions  we  have  given,  and  I 
could  give  a  long  list  of  the  things  we  dis- 
regard, if  time  permitted.  It  is  a  most 
generous  list.  If  the  other  disregards  were 
given,  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be 
any  cause  really  for  any  alteration  in  the 
parents'  pension.  I  think  that  we  would 
find  a  good  deal  of  resentment  if  we  ever 
went  back  to  the  flat  .5s.  for  everybody.  I 
would  never  be  an  advocate  of  that  myself, 
as  I  think  it  is  entirely  wrong.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  saying  that  it  is  needed;  it 
is  merely  saying  that  you  are  getting  some 
compensation  because  someone  has  been 
killed.  I  could  not  regard  that  as  a  safe 
policy,  but  there  is  something  to  be  said 
for  broadening  the  basis  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
and  I  have  done  so  in  my  last  Warrant. 
We  broadly  considered  it. 

There  is  one  other  point  I  would  like 
to  make,  and  that  is  on  the  question  of 
accidents.  We  have  dealt  with  that  in  a 
far  better  and  in  a  more  sympathetic  way, 
and  I  think  we  have  succeeded  in  reliev- 
ing the  position.  It  does  not  include 
every  accident  that  may  happen;  I  can- 
not go  as  far  as  that.  What  I  have  to 
deal  with  is  what  is  reasonable  under 
the  circumstances.  Consider  the  improve- 
ments I  introduced  recently,  which  were 
included  in  the  last  Royal  Warrant.  If  a 
man  was  serving  abroad  in  a  district 
which  was  unfamiliar  to  him  and  in  which 
people  drove  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road  as  against  the  left  in  this  country, 
it  was  an  excuse  to  say  that  the  man  did 
not  quite  realise  that,  with  the  result  that 
he  got  into  trouble.  We  say,  "  Is  there 
anything  here  which  makes  the  man 
different  from  a  member  of  the  civilian 
population?  "  If  there  is,  we  try  to  see 
that  he  gets  a  pension.  I  have  gone  into 
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this  matter  most  carefully  and  have  tried 
in  every  way  to  ease  the  situation,  and 
I  think  I  have  succeeded  to  a  large  extent. 
Most  of  the  difficulties  concern  men  who 
are  out  on  evening  pass,,  away  from  camp, 
in  a  village  or  town,  doing  what  they  care 
to  do,  and  making  their  way  back  to 
camp.  They  are  taking  the  same  risks 
as  a  member  of  the  ordinary  civilian  popu- 
lation in  the  black-out,  and  in  such  cases 
we  have  not  been  able  to  introduce  any- 
thing for  their  particular  benefit.  But  in 
a  case  of  a  man  going  on  proper  leave, 
with  a  proper  pass,  having  an  accident 
on  the  railway  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
we-  have  brought  it  within  the  ambit  of 
the  Royal  Warrant,,  and  a  pension  has 
been  given.  I  can  assure  hon.  Members 
that  we  have  extended  our  benefits  for 
accident  cases  as  far  as  is  reasonable,  but 
we  have  not  yet  a  closed  mind  on  this 
question. 

Dr.  Morgan:     Will  the  pensions  apply 

retrospectively  ? 

Sir  W.  Womersltey:  Not  as  regards 
payment;  payments  will  start  from  the 
time  they  received  the  approval  of  the 
House. 

Sir  H.  Morris-Jones:  What  about  the 
soldier  killed  in  Cairo? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  We  have  granted 
pensions  to  widows  of  men  in  Cairo  who 
have  been  there  only  a  few  days  and 
have  not  been  used  to  their  surroundings. 
Does  the  hon.  Member  suggest  that  a  man 
in  Cairo  is  taking  more  risk  than  in  walk- 
ing about  in  London? 

Sir   H.    Morris-Jones:      How    can    the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  refuse  a  pension? 
The  man  would  not  have  been  in  Cairo 
if  he  had  not  been  on  war  service. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  hon.  Member 
would  not  have  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons  if  he  had  not  been  elected. 
There  are  many  civilians  who,  because 
they  have  taken  on  war  jobs,  are  a  long 
way  from  familiar  surroundings.  We  are 
all  in  this  war  together;  many  of  us  are 
moved  from  place  to  place. 

Mr.  Vernon  Bartlett  (Bridgwater): 
Does  the  Minister  suggest  that  if  a  man 
is  knocked  down  in  the  middle  of  Salis- 
bury Plain  while  leaping  on  to  a  lorry  to 
go  to  the  nearest  town  he  is  running  the 
same  risk  as  a  man  sitting  in  his  own 
home?      Is  it  not  time  the  Government 
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[Mr.  Bartlett.] 
faced  up  to  the  responsibility  that  when  a 
man  has  once  been  accepted  by  a  medical 
board  for  service  to  his  country  they 
should  accept  full  responsibility  for  acci- 
dents that  may  happen  to  him  ? 

Mr.  McGovern  (Glasgow,  Shettleston) : 
What  about  the  case  I  brought  before  the 
Minister  of  a  man  who  was  knocked  down 
by  a  bus  and  who  was  killed,  leaving  a 
widow  with  five  children  under  14  ?  A  pen- 
sion was  refused.  Can  the  Minister  say  why 
the  risks  are  not  greater  for  a  man  in 
Palestine  than  in  his  own  town? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  am  not  here  to 
deal  with  individual  cases. 

Mr.  McGovern:  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  be. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  am  prepared  to 
deal  with  individual  cases  if  they  are 
brought  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  McGovern:  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  refused  a  pension. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  show  me  the  papers,  I  will  deal  with 
it.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bridgwater  (Mr.  Bartlett)  raised  the  hypo- 
thetical case  of  a  man  jumping  on  a  lorry. 
What  is  the  good  of  putting  hypothetical 
cases  to  me?  I  am  a  practical-minded 
man  and  I  deal  with  cases  in  a  practical 
way —  [Interruption.  ] 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Minister  must  be 
allowed  to  get  on  with  his  speech. 

Mr.  McGovern:  The  Minister  is  hum- 
bugging the  House. 

Sir  WT.  Womersley:  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The 
hon.  Member  must  not  judge  me  by  his 
own  standards.  I  do  not  come  here  to 
humbug  the  House  of  Commons,  or  the 
people  outside,  either.  However,  there 
is  only  one  more  point  I  want  to  stress 
before  I  close,  and  that  is  about  the  pro- 
cedure in  connection  with  the  independent 
medical  experts.  This  question  is  being 
confused  with  tribunals!  It  is  a  certainty 
that  a  man  will  be  examined  by  the  doctor 
connected  with  the  tribunal  if  it  is  neces- 
sary and  a  certainty  that  the  man  will 
go  before  the  tribunal  personally  and  have 
someone  with  him  as  an  advocate.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  question  of  dealing 
with  independent  medical  experts,  whom 
I  have  been  using  until  we  have  the  tribu- 
nals, I  can  assure  hon.  Members  that 
they  have  been  very  effective. 


Dr.  Morgan:  Iniquitous. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  know  that  the 
hon.  Member  does  not  agree  with  certain 
aspects  of  this  matter,  but  these  men  were 
not  appointed  by  me;  they  were  appointed 
by  the  Presidents  of  the  two  medical  Col- 
leges on  the  understanding  that  they 
would  be  entirely  uninfluenced  by  my 
Department. 

Dr.  Morgan:  They  are  biased  indi- 
viduals. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  hon.  Member 
wrote  a  letter  to  a  newspaper,  for  which 
I  was  grateful.  He  was  about  the  only 
Member  of  Parliament  who  supported  me 
in  saying  that  we .  ought  not  to  have  tri- 
bunals until  we  get  the  right  medical 
personnel.  I  want  to  thank  him  for  that, 
but  for  some  reason  or  other  he  does  not 
agree  with  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Morgan:  Because  they  are  not 
representative  or  democratic. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  We  regard  them  as 
the  trade  unions  of  the  medical  profession. 
I  hope  we  are  not  mistaken.  I  asked 
them  to  provide  these  medical  experts. 
Because  a  medical  man  finds  against  a 
man  and  no  pension  is  granted,  it  does 
not  mean  that  the  man  is  finished.  If  he 
is  turned  down,  he  can  still  go  to  a  tri- 
bunal as  soon  as  they  are  set  up.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  the  present  practice 
has  enabled  me  to  get  a  definite  decision. 
But  when  you  have  differences  of  opinion 
between  two  medical  men,  the  only  thing 
to  do  is  go  to  a  recognised  expert  and  get 
his  opinion,  although  whether  we  shall 
ever  find  a  doctor  with  whom  other 
doctors  agree  entirely,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison:  The  point  I  raised 
was  not  of  objection  to  these  eminent 
doctors.  It  was  that  the  ordinary  man 
in  the  street  does  not  believe  that  a  doctor 
can  give  a  decision  on  his  case  unless  the 
doctor  has  seen  him. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  agree  that  popular 
opinion  is  that  unless  a  doctor  examines 
one  thoroughly  he  does  not  know  anything 
about  the  case,  but  the  point  at  issue  is 
that  the  doctor  has  to  decide,  not  what  is 
the  matter  with  the  man,  but  whether  his 
disability  has  been  caused  or  aggravated 
by  war  service.  That  is  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent matter,  and  I  was  coming  to  that 
point.     It  is  very  difficult  for  me,  when 
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independent  people  are  appointed  and  I 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  their 
appointment,  to  tell  them  what  they  have 
to  do.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  would 
not  do  it.  I  should  be  glad  if  they  would, 
just  to  pacify  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Many  men  have  the  idea  that  unless  they 
are  examined  by  a  doctor  their  case  has 
not  had  fair  treatment.  The  answer  to 
them  is  that  they  still  have  a  right  of 
appeal  beyond  that.  This  is  a  thing  that 
ought  to  be  made  known.  Even  though 
their  case  has  been  before  one  of  the  in- 
dependent medical  experts,  they  will  still 
have  the  right  to  go  to  the  tribunals  as 
and  when  they  are  set  up.  I  am  afraid 
I  have  exceeded  the  time 

Mr.  Mathers.:  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man answer  a  point  which  I  think  is  due 
for  answer  in  this  Debate?  Some  weeks 
ago  he  promised  an  inquiry  into  the  posi- 
tion of  a  widow  who  is  left  in  a  serious 
position  because  of  the  loss  of  her  hus- 
band resulting  in  her  coming  on  to  a  low 
pension  rate  as  compared  with  what  she 
enjoyed  previously  by  way  of  allowances 
and  war  service  grant.  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  result  of  the  con- 
sideration which  he  promised? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  No,  Sir,  because  of 
one  very  important  thing.  I  challenged 
the  hon.  Member,  and  also  the  hon.  Lady 
the  Member  for  Wallsend  (Miss  Ward), 
who  spoke  on  this  matter  on  the  Adjourn- 
ment, to  send  me  cases.  I  have  not  got 
those  cases  yet.     I  am  waiting  for  them. 

Miss  Ward  (Wallsend) :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  produce  the  letter  that  I 
wrote  to  him  on  the  subject  and  read  it 
to  the  House?  When  he  produces  that 
letter  I  will  take  up  his  challenge. 

Mr.  Beverley  Baxter  (Wood  Green) : 
May  I  hand  this  telegram  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend  ? 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  must  get  on  with  the 
Debate. 

Miss  Ward:  On  a  point  of  Order,  Mr. 
Speaker.  When  a  Minister  challenges  a 
Member  of  the  House,  has  not  the  Member 
the  right  of  reply? 

Mr.  Speaker:  Certainly  not. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  hon.  Member 
for  Linlithgow  (Mr.  Mathers)  wanted  me 
to  give  him  a  reply.  On  this  matter  I  am 
anxious  to  make  inquiries,  and  I  ask  for 


particulars  of  any  cases  of  hardship.  As 
I  have  said,  we  can  deal  with  these  cases, 
as  the  case  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
in  mind  was  dealt  with.  I  said  that  I 
would  give  further  consideration  to  the 
matter  if  it  was  shown  that  there  was  real 
trouble  and  grievance.  I  am  prepared  to 
deal  with  the  subject.  I  had  expected 
that,  having  made  that  public  appeal 
which  was  reported  in  the  Official 
Report,  I  would  receive  quite  a  number 
of  cases  from  hon.  Members,  not  only  from 
the  hon.  Members  who  mentioned  the 
matter,  but  from  others.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived them.  I  gave  a  general  invitation 
to  hon.  Members  to  send  cases  of  hard- 
ship to  me,  because  we  have  to  deal  with 
these  cases  of  hardship.  May  I  say,  in 
conclusion 

Mr.  W.  Brown:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  a  clear  reply  to  the  request 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who 
initiated  the  Debate  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  should  be  set  up  ? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  It  is  not  for  me  to 

give  any  direct  reply  to  that  request.  I 
am  here  to  listen  to  the  Debate,  to  take 
notice  of  the  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed, and  to  report  in  due  course  to 
the  Cabinet.  That  is  what  I  shall  do. 
My  advice  to  the  House  is  this.  The  time 
when  we  had  the  best  and  closest  inquiry 
was  in  1920,  after  the  last  war,  when 
Members  of  the  House  could  sit  down 
calmly  and  spend  a  reasonable  amount  of 
time  on  a  thorough  investigation  on  the 
whole  pensions  system.  They  came  to 
conclusions,  and  we  have  had  those  con- 
clusions as  a  guide  during  the  last  25 
years,  and  it  is  upon  those  conclusions 
that  the  basis  of  the  present  pensions 
system  is  built.  My  own  suggestion  is 
that  hon.  Members  will  be  far  wiser  to 
wait  until  we  have  finished  this  war. 
[Hon.  Members:  "  Oh!  "j  I  am  not 
speaking  as  Minister  of  Pensions  at  the 
moment,  because  it  does  not  matter  to  me 
as  Minister  of  Pensions.  I  do  not  mind 
what  committee  or  what  inquiry  there  is; 
I  am  not  afraid  of  committees  or  inquiries. 
The  point  I  want  to  put  to  hon.  Members 
is  this.  What  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  men  themselves?  I  represent  those 
men  just  as  much  as  other  hon.  Members 
do,  and  I  claim  that  I  am  here  represent- 
ing them  now  in  my  capacity  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament.  My  advice  is  that  you 
should  have  a  committee  of  inquiry  or  a 
Select  Committee  when  the  war  is  over, 
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[Sir  W.  Womersley.] 
when    you    know    what    your    liabilities 

are [Hon.  Members:  "  Oh!  "]    It  is 

very  important.  What  is  the  good  of 
promising  anything  to  people  if  you  can- 
not meet  your  promise?  It  is  no  use  hon. 
Members  saying  "  Oh!  ";  that  is  not 
argument;  that  is  simply  ballyhoo.  I 
claim,  and  I  shall  continue  to  claim,  that 
I  have  as  much  sympathy  with  ex-Service 
men  and  their  dependants  as  any  hon. 
Member.  I  have  a  task  entrusted  to  me 
by  the  Government,  the  House,  and  the 
country.  It  is  to  see  that  justice  is  meted 
out  to  these  men  and  to  see  to  it  at  the 
same  time  that  justice  is  meted  out  to  the 
taxpayers  who  have  to  provide  the 
money.  [Hon.  Members:  "  Oh!  "]  It 
is  all  right  hon.  Members  to  say  "Oh!  ", 
but  they  have  the  taxpayers  as  their  con- 
stituents. I  travel  round  the  country.  I 
am  finding  that  the  workmen  are  begin- 
ning to  get  interested  in  that  side  of  the 
matter.  Believe  me,  if  what  we  used  to 
call  in  the  old  days  a  scrimshanker  suc- 
ceeds in  getting  a  pension  out  of  my  De- 
partment, I  get  complaints  not  from 
Members  of  Parliament  but  from  the  other 
pensioners  in  the   district. 

Earl  Winterton  (Horsham  and  Worth- 
ing) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
chapter  and  verse  for  the  statement  that 
other  ex-Service  men  have  written  to  him 
objecting  to  an  increase  for  ex-Service 
men  totally  disabled  in  this  war? 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  Noble  Lord 
has  not  been  in  the  Chamber  and  has  not 
listened  to  the  Debate.  I  said  that  when 
a  man  who  ought  not  to  have  a  pension 
succeeds  in  getting  a  pension— I  did  not 
say  anything  about  a  totally  disabled  man 
— the  complaints  come  from  other  people 
who  served  with  him,  or  live  near  him, 
and  not  from  Members  of  Parliament.  I 
was  only  pointing  that  out  in  passing.  I 
/  have  a  difficult  job.  It  is  not  so  easy  as 
some  people  think.  I  have  my  duty  to 
do,  and  as  long  as  I  am  Minister  of  Pen- 
sions I  shall  continue  to  do  it.  In  con- 
clusion, I  hope  hon.  Members  will  give 
me  credit  for  trying  to  do  this  job  fairly 
and  squarely.  I  repeat  that  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  receive  at  any  time  Members 
who  have  cases  to  put  to  me,  to  let  them 
see  the  papers  and  let  them  know  and 
understand  why  we  have  not  been  able  to 
give  pensions.  What  could  be  fairer  than 
that?      Hon.    Members    now    have    this 


assurance  that  not  only  are  there  war  pen- 
sions committees  to  which  complaints  can 
go,  not  only  are  there  independent  medical 
experts,  but  that  very  shortly,  I  hope, 
there  will  be  tribunals.  Surely,  then,  hon. 
Members  will  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Lawson  (Chester-le-Street) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  replied  to 
one  of  the  most  critical  and  trenchant  De- 
bates we  have  ever  heard.  He  showed  his 
usual  skill.  In  fact,  for  a  change,  he  has 
been  somewhat  modest.  But  in  spite  of 
his  skill  and  his  modesty,  the  tone  of  the 
House  is  a  far  more  effective  answer  to 
his  case  than  any  speech  could  be,  and 
I  hope  the  Government  will  take  note  of 
the  fact  that  for  once  he  has  completely 
failed  to  meet  the  will  of  the  House,  or 
indeed  to  understand  its  spirit.  I  wonder 
if  he  even  now  understands  what  is  abroad 
in  the  country  on  this  question  of  pen- 
sions. I,,  like  the  rest  of  the  House,  have 
always  admired  his  industry,  but  I  do  not 
admire  his  cynical  estimate  of  a  good 
many  people.  He  uses  that  scrimshanker 
term  too  often.  Everyone  knows  that  there 
are  doubtful  odd  persons  in  a  million,  but, 
when  he  is  met  effectively  by  an  argu- 
ment, he  usually  turns  back  and  makes 
some  aspersion  upon  some  unguessed 
number  of  fraudulent  claims. 

He  was  asked  about  this  matter  of  a 
Select  Committee  and  his  reply  was  the 
best  speech  in  support  of  the  demand.  He 
said  he  agreed  with  this,  that  and  the 
other.  What  does  that  mean?  Does  it 
mean  that  he  is  going  to  do  these  things? 
It  is  a  matter  of  using  terms,  that  is  all. 
I  think  a  mistake  has  been  made,,  not 
only  by  him  but  by  the  House  itself.  We 
started  wrongly  on  this  pension  business 
this  time.  That  is  why  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  Lonsdale 
(Sir  I.  Fraser)  and  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Bassetlaw  (Mr.  Bellenger) 
had  to  fall  back  upon  the  Beveridge  Re- 
port in  comparing  the  single  man's 
pension  now  and  after  the  last  war. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  quite 
rightly  anticipated  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  and  said  he  would 
argue  the  question  on  the  ground  of  the 
cost  of  living.  I  am  wondering  why  a 
single  man  who  is  totally  disabled  has  not 
more  pension,  and  not  less,  than  last  time. 
Let  us  review  what  has  happened.  The 
pension  that  he  has  now  could  not  be 
argued  on  the  question  of  the  cost  of 
living.    The  real  argument  is,  What  is  the 
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change  in  social  values  that  has  taken 
place  since  that  time?  When  a  totally 
disabled  soldier  was  given  £2  a  week  the 
old  age  pension  was  5s.  over  70  years  of 
age,  and  there  was  no  unemployment  pay. 
To  go  back  to  that  period  is  like  going  back 
into  the  Middle  Ages.  Young  people  now 
will  hardly  believe  what  the  conditions 
were  at  that  time.  We  should  not  be 
arguing  for  £2  a  week  merely  because  that 
was  the  amount  granted  in  the  last  war. 
We  should  be  asking  for  something  more 
in  line  with  the  social  outlook  and  the 
developments  that  have  taken  place  since 
that  time,  and  that  is  an  unanswerable 
reason  for  a  Select  Committee  to  investi- 
gate the  matter.  Sooner  or  later  either  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  some  successor 
will  have  to  give  attention  to  the  question 
of  parents'  pensions.  They  cannot  go  on 
in  this  way. 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  The  hon.  Member 
never  sends  me  cases. 

Mr.  Lawson:  No,  I  never  send  any. 
What  is  the  good  of  sending  cases?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  repudiates  the  right 
to  a  pension  of  a  person  who  has  lost  a 
son.  The  son  may  have  been  a  fine  young 
fellow  who  was  allotting  7s.  or  10s.  a 
week.  The  parent  says,  "  Not  only  have  I 
lost  my  son  but  I  have  lost  what  he  gave 
me."  How  can  anyone  answer  that?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  answer  it, 
and  neither  can  Members  of  the  House, 
and  it  puts  Members  in  an  unfair  position 
to  have  to  face  parents  in  those  conditions. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  was 
the  best  possible  answer  to  the  claim  for  a 
Select  Committee.  It  is  time  this  ques- 
tion of  pensions  was  overhauled  by  some 
of  those  who  know  something  about  it. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  take  note  of 
this,  because,  if  they  do  not,  this  question, 
and  the  Motion  on  the  Paper,  are  going  to 
be  dealt  with,  and  those  of  us  who  do  not 
want  to  oppose  the  Government  will  be 
compelled  to  think  seriously  of  our  ways 
unless  that  Committee  is  set  up. 

Mr.  Wakefield  (Swindon) :  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  Lonsdale 
(Sir  I.  Fraser),  in  his  brilliant  speech, 
brought  forward  many  points,  and  they 
have  been  supported  by  others.  The 
Minister  did  not  deal  with  them  at  all.  It 
struck  me  that  he  was  batting  on  a  very 
sticky  wicket  and  was  slithering  all  over 
the  place.  While  we  appreciate  the 
sympathy  with  which  he  deals  with  cases, 


and  also  the  way  in  which  he  proposes  to 
rehabilitate  disabled  men — I  am  sure  the 
House  appreciated  all  that  was  said  in 
that  respect — the  fact  remains  that  many 
points  were  raised  to  which  no  answer  has 
been  given.  I  hope  my  right  hon.  Friend 
will  study  the  Official  Report  and  will 
see  how  important  it  is  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee should  be  set  up  at  once,  without 
waiting  until  the  war  is  over.  I  am  going 
to  put  to  him  a  kind  of  case  which  illus- 
trates the  principle  which  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, if  set  up,  ought  at  once  to  in- 
vestigate. It  is  the  case  of  the  man  who 
has  completed  his  service  and  retired  with 
his  Service  pension,  voluntarily  joining  up 
again  and  being  disabled.  What  is  the 
position  when  that  man  is  disabled?  He 
has  half  of  either  his  pension  or  his  dis- 
ablement docked.     Surely  that  is  wrong. 

If  a  man  has  earned  his  pension  it 
ought  to  be  inviolate.  If  he  undertakes  a 
new  contract  and  is  disabled  when  carry- 
ing it  out  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to  the 
full  disablement  under  that  contract.  The 
position  of  a  man  who  has  earned  his 
Service  pension  is  like  that  of  a  man  in 
civil  life  who  has  done  work  and  earned 
superannuation.  Suppose  such  a  man 
has  an  accident  and  becomes  entitled  to 
compensation,  surely  his  late  employers 
would  not  be  able  to  dock  his  superannua- 
tion because  he  received  compensation  for 
the  accident.  That  is  what  is  happening 
in  the  case  of  disabled  ex-service  men.  I 
will  illustrate  my  point  by  an  example 
which  is  typical  of  a  number  of  cases  in 
my  constituency.  It  is  the  case  of  a  man 
who  served  in  the  Worcestershire  Regi- 
ment for  31 J  years.  He  had  the  Distin- 
guished Conduct  Medal,  Mons  Star  and 
the  General  Service  and  Victory  Medals. 
He  retired  on  pension  at  the  age  of  50 
in  1935.  He  had  earned  his  pension  if 
ever  a  man  did.  At  the  outbreak  of  war 
that  man,  with  great  spirit,  volunteers,  is 
medically  examined  and  is  found  fit.  After 
giving  service  he  is  found  by  a  medical 
board  to  be  unfit  and  is  granted  100  per 
cent,  disablement  pension.  He  is  not, 
however,  entitled  to  get  it.  He  must  lose 
either  half  of  it,  or  half  of  his  service 
pension  entitlement.  He  is  not  allowed 
to  draw  both  in  full  although  he  has 
earned  them.  This  man  was  capable 
before  disablement  of  a  good  day's  hard 
work  and  was  able  to  augment  his  pen- 
sion by  earning  £2  10s.  a  week.  This 
enabled  him   to  keep  his  family  on  the 
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[Mr.  Wakefield.] 
standard  which  they  had  when  he  was 
serving  in  the  Army.  He  is  not  able  to 
do  that  now,  for  he  is  not  able  to  follow 
any  employment.  Yet  he  is  not  granted 
the  disability  pension  to  which  he  is 
entitled. 

That  injustice  ought  to  be  put  right. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  say  that 
there  was  only  a  small  number  of  such 
men.  If  there  is  only  a  small  number, 
financial  considerations  cannot  be  taken 
into  account.  On  the  other  hand,  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  that  if 
there  were  many  cases  the  injustice  would 
be  put  right?  If  there  is  an  injustice,  no 
matter  how  many  cases  are  involved,  it 
ought  to  be  put  right  at  once.  There  is 
a  good  guide  for  all  of  us  in  the  words, 
"  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  be  done 
by."  The  money,  after  all,  has  to  come 
from  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers,  and  I 
am  certain  that  there  is  no  taxpayer  who, 
faced  with  a  case  like  this,  would  not  say 
that  the  man  ought  to  receive  the  dis- 
ablement to  which  he  is  entitled,  as  well 
as  the  Service  pension  which  he  has 
earned. 

There  is  the  case,  too,  of  men  who  are 
now  completing  their  term  of  service. 
When  they  finish  their  contract  they  are 
entitled  to  have  their  Service  pensions  in- 
violate. If  they  are  disabled  during  this 
campaign  they  ought  to  receive  disable- 
ment as  a  separate  contract.  It  ought  not 
to  be  lumped  into  one  and  then  part  of  it 
docked.  I  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  consider  this  question 
among  the  many  others  which  have  been 
brought  to  him  to-day.  The  case  I  have 
mentioned,  together  with  the  many  others 
that  have  been  raised,  show  that  the  time 
for  a  Select  Committee  is  overdue  and  that 
such  a  Committee  ought  to  be  set  up  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Dr.  Haden  Guest  (Islington,  North):  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Swindon 
(Mr.  Wakefield)  that  the  time  for  a  Select 
Committee  is  now.  If  we  had  heard  no 
other  speech  but  that  of  the  Minister  of 
Pensions,  we  should  have  come  to  the 
same  conclusion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  he  had  not  been  kicked  and 
cuffed.  That  was  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  speech.  Afterwards  he  was  consider- 
ably interrupted,  and  it  was  entirely  his 
own  fault  because  of  the  way  he  handled 
the  Debate,  and  because  of  his  incon- 
clusiveness  and  his  fumbling  of  the  issues. 


He  did  not  deal  with  the  House 
in  the  commonsense  straightforward 
way  desired  by  hon.  Members. 
He  cannot  complain  of  any  of  the 
speeches  which  were  made  before  he 
spoke.  The  admirable  speech,  one  of  the 
best  speeches  ever  heard  in  the  House,  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Lons- 
dale (Sir  I.  Fraser)  set  a  high  tone  in 
this  Debate,  on  this  very  important 
subject.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  been  kicked  and  cuffed,  at  any  rate 
he  will  agree  that  he  has  been  rather 
prodded.  I  made  a  list  of  some  of  the 
matters  which  require  discussion  and  the 
further  consideration  of  which  ought  to 
be  brought  before  a  Select  Committee. 
There  are  rates  of  pension,  parents'  pen- 
sions, post-disability  marriage  and  acci- 
dents. The  question  of  accidents  is  not 
by  any  means  disposed  of  by  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said.  There  are, 
too,  the  questions  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Swindon  brought  up  and  a 
number  of  others. 

There  is  the  much  wider  question  which 
I  had  intended  to  bring  up  of  the  defini- 
tion of  attributability  and  non-attributa- 
bility.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  correctly 
said  that  I  had  served  on  a  pensions  ap- 
peal tribunal  after  the  last  war.  I  held 
the  senior  post  in  that  service  because  I 
was  the  medical  officer  of  the  Officers' 
Appeal  Tribunal.  I  say  so  because  I  want 
to  underline  the  fact  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  have  medical  officers  of  extremely 
outstanding  ability.  We  want  just  ordi- 
nary people  like  myself  with  ^reasonable 
experience — with  a  good  experience  of 
men,  and  it  would  be  an  added  advantage 
if  they  had  military  experience  also.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  have  outstanding  people 
such  as  those  to  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred.  From  my  experi- 
ence, which  was  considerable,  I  think  that 
attributability  requires  definition.  This 
applies  also  to  the  question  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  brought  up  of  re- 
ferring cases  to  independent  medical 
experts.  Cases  are  referred  to  experts, 
but  the  experts  are  bound  hard  and  fast 
by  the  rules  of  attributability  which  have 
been  laid  down.  Some  of  the  experts  to 
whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refers 
these  cases  are  in  the  Services,  and  they 
are  bound  by  the  regulations.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  those  regulations  are  narrowly 
construed,  and  in  justice  to  men  and  their 
dependants  they  ought  to  be  very  con- 
siderably widened.     I  go  so  far  as  to  say 
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that  in  certain  cases  where  men  have  been 
in  the  Services  for  a  considerable  period 
of  years,  cases  ought  to  be  allowed  for 
pension — or  in  the  case  of  death  for 
widows'  pension — which  are  not  now 
regarded  as  "  attributable  "  at  all. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  remem- 
ber a  case  which  I  brought  to  his  notice 
some  time  ago.  It  concerned  a  pilot  who 
had  been  in  the  Royal  Air  Force  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  present  war.  He  had 
served  in  France,  was  at  Dunkirk  and  in 
the  Middle  East,  and  then  was  brought 
back  to  this  country  and  was  acting  as 
an  instructor.  He  was  actually  acting  as 
an  instructor  on  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
came  back  from  a  flight,  stepped  out  of 
his  aeroplane,  and  was  taking  off  his 
things  and  chatting  with  a  man  at  his  side 
when  he  dropped  dead.  The  diagnosis 
showed  coronary  thrombosis — in  a  man  of 
31.  That  man's  wife,  who  was  about  to 
have  a  child,  has  been  denied  any  pension 
at  all  because  it  was  described — quite 
accurately  according  to  the  pension  defini- 
tion— as  non-attributable  to  service.  I 
consider  that  is  the  kind  of  case  which 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  for  considera- 
tion, because  there,  from  the  human 
point  of  view,  is  a  very  serious  injustice. 
There  are  numbers  of  cases  of  that  kind. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  draw  the  line 
between  "  attributable  "  and  "  non- 
attributable  "  and  "aggravated  "  and 
"  not  aggravated."  It  is  one  of  the  things 
which  might  be  brought  before  the  Select 
Committee  and  a  new  definition  intro- 
duced. 

I  must  be  careful  in  what  I  say  about 
tribunals  now  that  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker  is 
in  the  Chair,  because  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker 
once  appeared  before  me  when  I  was  a 
member  of  a  tribunal  and  I  turned  down 
his  case.  Therefore  I  must  be  very  care- 
ful lest  I  should  be  ruled  out  of  Order. 
But  there  is  one  point  on  which  we  may 
congratulate  the  Minister,  at  least  with 
a  certain  amount  of  reserve.  He  an- 
nounced that  he  had  obtained  a  list  from 
a  body  which  he  described  as  the  British 
Medical  Council.  I  do  not  know  what 
that  body  is.  I  suppose  he  meant  the 
Central  Medical  War  Committee,  the 
body  which  supplies  lists  of  medical  men 
required  for  various  services.  He  said  it 
had  taken  him  at  least  six  weeks  to  get 
the  list,  and  that  it  would  be  some  time 
before  it  could  be  sorted  out.  Of  course 
there   was   every  reason  for  being  very 


careful  and  getting  men  of  good  general 
experience,  generalists  rather  than 
specialists.  If  a  specialist  is  required  for 
a  particular  case  he  can  always  be  called 
in,  but  a  good  generalist  is  the  man  to 
have  as  adviser  of  the  Board,  as  he  is  the 
doctor  who  will  look  at  the  whole  man, 
not  look  at  just  one  aspect  or  part  of  his 
anatomy  and  give  on  opinion  on  what  is 
his  speciality. 

I  hope  that  we  shall  get  tribunals 
appointed  at  an  early  date.  The  slowness 
of  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
regard  to  pensions  appeal  tribunals  has 
been  something  phenomenal  even  in  his 
Department,  and  I  would  remind  the 
House  that  if,  in  six  weeks,  he  has  got  a 
list  of  medical  men  suitable  for  appoint- 
ment to  pensions  appeal  tribunals  he  might 
as  well  have  got  it  six  months  or  a  year 
ago.  Every  delay  of  a  day,  or  a  week, 
or  a  month  makes  the  award  of  pensions 
to  men  who  have  not  been  given  them 
very  much  more  difficult.  I  would  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  House  a  technical 
point,  but  a  very  important  one.  The 
basis  on  which  pensions  are  awarded  in 
the  case  of  discharge  from  the  Service  is 
a  man's  medical  record.  The  medical  re- 
cords of  a  large  prooprtion  of  all  the  men 
who  served  in  France  at  the  time  of 
Dunkirk — I  am  referring  to  base  hospital 
records — a  considerable  number  of  the 
records  of  the  men  who  served  in  Greece 
and  Crete,  some  of  those  who  served  in 
Libya  and  a  large  proportion  of  those  who 
served  in  Hong-Kong  and  Singapore  have 
been  lost,  and  it  is,  therefore,  almost  cer- 
tain that  a  considerable  proportion  of 
those  cases  will  have  to  come  up  for 
review. 

Then  there  are  cases  in  which  inaccurate 
or  inadequate  information  was  put  down 
when  the  men  were  first  enlisted  or  incor- 
po~ated  in  some  unit.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will,  perhaps,  tell  us  that  that 
was  the  fault  of  the  doctors.  It  is  not 
always  the  fault  of  the  doctors.  I  know  of 
a  case,  which  occurred  when  I  was  acting 
as  D.D.M.S.  of  a  doctor  who,  in  the 
course  of  24  hours,  had  to  examine  some- 
thing like  1,000  men.  You  cannot  do  it. 
An  order  came  that  those  men  had  to  be 
embarked  and  "  medical  movements  " 
had  to  be  gone  through  in  order  that  it 
could  be  said  that  something  had  been 
done.  Obviously  a  considerable  number 
of  mistakes  would  be  made.  Then  we 
have  doctors  examining  soldiers  at  medical 
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boards  who  are  civilians  with  no  military 
experience  at  all.  That  creates  another 
difficulty:  of  course  it  gets  less  as  time 
goes  on  and  the  experience  of  civilian 
medical  practitioners  grows,  but  consider- 
able difficulties  arise  from  it.  Then  there 
is  the  case,  not  referred  to  in  this  Debate 
or  in  the  last  Debate,  of  the  large  numbers 
of  women  now  in  the  Services.  In  the 
beginning,  when  they  were  taken  into  the 
Services  they  were  not  completely 
examined  at  all,  from  false  motives  of 
delicacy.  That  is  perfectly  ridiculous,  but 
it  is  the  fact.  That  will  .produce  a  con- 
siderable number  of  cases  which  will  re- 
quire to  be  dealt  with  by  pensions  appeal 
tribunals  if,  as  is  certain,  claims  arise. 

I,  therefore,  very  much  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  come  down  to 
the  House  very  shortly  and  tells  us  that 
he  has  received  a  list  of  medical  men  from 
the  Central  War  Committee  and  not  that 
he  is  considering  appointments  but  has 
actually  made  appointments  and  that  the 
tribunals  have  been  set  up.  It  will  need 
legislation  of  a  special  kind,  no  doubt 
modelled  on  the  legislation  passed  in  the 
last  war.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  bring 
that  legislation  forward,  and  I  hope  that 
he  will,  at  the  same  time,  take  the 
opportunity  of  announcing  that  there  are 
so  many  questions  of  doubt  and  difficulty 
in  connection  with  his  Department  and 
that  his  heart  is  so  overflowing  with 
human  compassion  and  desire  to  aid  ex- 
Servicemen,  that  he  has  decided  to  refer 
them  all  to  a  Select  Committee  in  order  to 
be  quite  certain  that  justice  shall  be  done. 

Sir  Smedley  Crooke  (Birmingham, 
Deritend) :  I  welcome  this  opportunity  of 
taking  part  in  the  Debate,  because  it  gives 
a  chance  of  putting  the  British  Legion's 
point  of  view.  I  believe  that  the  British 
Legion  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
the  outstanding  organisation  which  has, 
since  its  establishment  by  the  late  Field- 
Marshal  Earl  Haig,  looked  after  the  needs 
of  ex-Service  men  and  their  dependants. 
During  the  whole  of  that  time  it  has  done 
whatever  has  been  possible  in  a  legitimate 
way  to  see  that  the  sacrifices  of  serving 
men  were  recognised  by  the  State,  and 
that  those  men  got  a  square  deal.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  country  is  at  the  back  of 
the  British  Legion  in  its  advocacy  of  the 
rights  of  ex-Service  men  and  their  depen- 
dants. One  has  only  to  look  at  the  enor- 
mous   amount    of    money  subscribed  on 
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British  Legion  Poppy  Day  to  realise  that 
the  country  has  every  confidence  in  the 
British  Legion's  administration  of  the 
funds  which  are  given.  I  have  been  a 
Member  of  the  National  Executive  Coun- 
cil for  20  yeais,  and  during  all  that  time 
I  have,  served  on  the  Headquarters  Pen- 
sions Committee,  so  I  hope  I  may  claim 
to  speak  for  the  Legion. 

A  few  weeks  ago  hon.  Members  re- 
ceived a  circular  letter  from  the  British 
Legion.  It  was  signed  by  the  National 
President,  the  National  Chairman  and  the 
National  Vice-Chairman,  the  latter  of 
whom  is  the  chairman  of  the  Headquarters 
Pensions  Committee.  In  that  letter,  four 
points  were  set  out  which  were  called  the 
Legion's  short-term  pensions  policy.  Hon. 
Members  were  told  in  the  letter  that  it 
was  necessary  to  urge  the  Government  to 
agree  to  those  four  points,  and  those 
points  are  practically  covered  by  the  word- 
ing of  the  Motion  which  appears  on  the 
Order  Paper.  The  first  point  is  the  need 
for  establishing  independent  appeal  tribu- 
nals. The  second  point  referred  to  the 
rates  of  pensions  and  allowances.  The 
third  point  concerned  the  need  for  a 
widow's  pension  in  the  case  where  the 
disability  pension  was  issued  before  the 
marriage.  The  fourth  point  was  that  con- 
cerning alternative  pensions.  I  am  sure 
that  the^  Minister  of  Pensions  has  the 
reasons  for  urging  those  points  constantly 
in  his  mind  and  that  they  will  be  within 
the  recollection  of  hon  Members.  I  there- 
fore need  not  labour  them  as  a  whole. 

Let  me  say  a  few  words  about* the  need 
for  setting  up  independent  appeal  tri- 
bunals. Hon.  Members  will  recollect  that 
when  the  first  Royal  Warrant  was  brought 
into  this  House  it  had  a  bad  reception, 
so  much  so  that  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
agreed  to  set  up  a  central  Advisory  Com- 
mittee to  go  through  the  terms  of  the 
Warrant  and  help  him  to  re-examine  the 
matter.  That  Committee  was  set  up  and 
was  composed  of  representatives  of  all 
parties  in  this  House,  representatives  of 
the  British  Legion  and  representatives  of 
war  pension  committees  throughout  the 
country.  The  committee  held  many  meet- 
ings over  a  very  long  period,  and  during 
that  time  very  useful  concessions  were 
made  by  the  Ministry  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  Committee  and  also  as  put  up  by  the 
officials  of  the  British  Legion.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  committee  the  need  was 
stressed  for  setting  up  appeal  tribunals. 
It  was  asked  why  a  start  should  not  be 
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made  with  a  few  of  them.  It  was  then 
that  the  Minister  of  Pensions  made  what 
I  regarded  as  a  very  helpful  and  sporting 
offer.  I  say,  "  helpful,"  and  "  sport- 
ing '•'  advisedly.  He  sometimes  has  to 
take  a  few  bumps,  so  he  should  not  be 
denied  a  bouquet  occasionally  when  he 
deserves  one.  The  suggestion  he  made  at 
that  meeting  was  that  the  Committee 
might  set  up  a  small  Sub-committee,  and 
he  would  arrange  for  the  Sub-committee 
to  come  into  the  Pensions  Department 
and  see  precisely  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  done  towards  trying  to 
get  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified  doctors 
for  appeal  tribunals.  The  Sub-committee 
would  have  access  to  all  the  files  and  corre- 
spondence, and  they  would  thus  know 
exactly  what  the  Minister  knew,  about  the 
possibility  of  manning  the  tribunals.  I 
call  that  a  very  courageous  offer.  That  is 
how  the  matter  stands,  and  we  are  waiting 
now  for  the  report  which  they  are  to 
make. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  all  over  the 
country  the  various  areas  of  the  Legion 
have  their  annual  conferences.  In  all 
those  conferences  resolutions  have  been 
passed  urging  the  National  Executive 
Council  of  the  Legion  to  press  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  the  four  points  of  pension 
policy.  I  am  sure  that  legioners  all  over 
the  country  are  waiting  anxiously  of  this 
Debate.  They  know  that  the  Minister 
of  Pensions  is  the  first  ordinary  member 
of  a  British  Legion  Branch  to  be  placed  in 
the  position  of  His  Majesty's  Minister  of 
Pensions.  They  know  he  has  a  warm 
regard  for  the  British  Legion,  and  they 
rely  on  his  impartiality.  They  are  very 
hopeful  of  the  results  of  this  Debate. 

Mr.  Collindridge  (Barnsley) :  While  I 
deplore  very  much  the  necessity  for  dis- 
cussions of  the  kind  that  we  have  had,  I 
derive  satisfaction  from  the  idea  that 
Members  in  all  parts  of  the  House  desire 
some  change  in  the  treatment  of  our  ex- 
Service  men  and  their  dependants.  We 
have  had  a  speech  from  the  Minister  con- 
cerned, and  while  I  think  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  sentimental  sympathy  in  it, 
I  am  afraid  that  it  will  not  convey  to  the 
nation  as  a  whole  that  any  beneficial  or 
radical  changes  are  being  made  in  pen- 
sions administration.  As  priority  No.  1, 
I  would  put  the  desire  of  the  general 
community  that  ex-Service  men  and  their 
dependants  should  have  better  treatment 
than  they  have  had.     In  the  brief  time 


which  is  at  my  disposal  I  would  like  to 
crystallise  the  many  grievances  which  the 
general  community  have  against  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions. 

First,  there  is  concern  that  so  many 
people  should  fail  to  receive  the  pension. 
People  are  also  troubled  about  the  delay 
in  receiving  pensions  when  that  pension 
has  ultimately  been  awarded,  and  people 
are  certainly  troubled  about  the  inade- 
quacy of  pensions.  I  deal  in  my  Division, 
as  no  doubt  many  hon.  Members  do,' with 
many  pension  cases,  and  it  occurs  to  me 
that  unless  the  individual  ex-Service  man 
has  some  visible  sign  of  disability  he  is  in 
some  difficulty  in  being  able  to  sustain  his 
right  to  a  pension.  In  this  war,  perhaps 
even  more  than  in  the  last,  the  number 
of  cases  which  are  now  described  as 
psychoneurosis  or  anxiety-neurosis  are 
very  often  in  sore  difficulty.  If  the  Par- 
liamentary Secretary  is  to  reply,  I  would 
ask  him  now  how  many  cases  covered 
by  the  term  "  psychoneurosis  "  are 
accepted  for  payment  of  pensions.  I 
know  that  a  great  many  will  be  receiving 
treatment  and  allowances  while  that  treat- 
ment is  going  on,  but  I  want  to  jknow  how 
many  get  pensions.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  Division  is  typical,  but  I  have 
nearly  a  score  of  cases  of  anxiety-neurosis 
where  no  pension  at  all  has  been  received 
by  those  affected.  All  kinds  of  investi- 
gations take  place,  not  only  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  individuals,  but  into  their 
parents'  past,  and  whether  there  has  been 
any  tendency  to  this  complaint.  As  a 
consequence,  I  would  claim  that  in  these 
cases  there  is  need  for  a  more  generous 
outlook.  I  have  in  my  Division  a  couple 
of  cases  of  veiy  young  men  who  were 
enlisted  at  19  years  of  age,  who  went 
through  Dunkirk,  and  had  the  experience 
of  going  to  Norway  and  coming  back,  and 
in  a  period  of  nearly  three  years  in  war 
service  contracted  diabetes.  In  neither 
case  will  the  Ministry  agree  that  there  was 
any  tendency,  even  if  they  had  this 
trouble  before,  to  its  being  aggravated  by 
the  war  service.  I  would  like  the 
Minister's  consideration  of  that. 

I  want  to  put  in  a  plea,  very  briefly, 
in  support  of  those  who  have  sponsored 
the  idea  that  we  should  have  more  gener- 
ous treatment  to  the  mothers  of  our  men 
who  lose  their  lives  in  the  country's  ser- 
vice. It  may  be  argued  by  the  Minister 
that  even  when  these  men  have  got  to 
the   adult  age  and  enter  the  Forces   and 
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[Mr.  Collindridge.] 
lose  their  lives  there  is  not  a  loss  of  a 
particular  amount  in  that  home  in  the 
sense  of  finance.  I  am  troubled  very 
much  about  that.  I  have  recently  had  to 
deal  with  a  case  with  the  Department. 
Here  was  a  working  man,  working  manu- 
ally very  hard,  and  devoting  at  very  great 
sacrifice  a  good  portion  of  his  meagre 
wages  towards  the  education  of  his  boy. 
This  boy  succeeded  in  getting  to  college 
and  then  went  straight  away  before  earn- 
ing a  penny  of  advantage  to  his  home, 
into  the  Forces  and  got  killed.  The  con- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Minister  is  that 
there  was  no  contribution  being  made  by 
that  boy  and  that  therefore  that  house  is 
not  suffering.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Minister  finds  in  his  constituency,  but  in 
mine  there  is  a  wholesale  feeling  that  the 
sacrifice  was  big  enough  for  this  boy's 
parents  in  all  conscience,,  and  that  the 
nation  which  would  ultimately  have  had 
his  services  had  he  lived  should  surely 
therefore  pay  a  contribution  from  the  Pen- 
sions Ministry  to  his  parents. 

I  go  a  step  further.  In  working-class 
homes  where  young  men  go  straight  from 
elementary  schools  into  industry,  and 
when  military  service  comes  along  they  go 
into  the  Forces.  Surely  we  all  of  us, 
from  whatever  class  we  come,  are  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  standards  of  house- 
holds would  naturally  improve  with  the 
advent  of  wage-earning  on  the  part  of 
these  sons.  Whether  it  was  suggested 
that  it  was  rather  a  bad  relic  of  a  bad  past 
to  make  this  grant,  which  was  made  in 
the  last  war,  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but 
I  contend  that  there  is  a  need  for  con- 
sideration in  cases  of  that  description.  We 
are  still  quite  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  slogan  which  has  been  mentioned  once 
or  twice  to-day,  "  Fit  for  service,  fit  for 
pension."  Surely  we  should  approve  that, 
but  if,  after  a  very  keen  medical  examina- 
tion, we  accept  our  people  into  the  Forces, 
and  they  fall  by  the  wayside  from  any  cause 
whatever,  then  the  State  should  give  some 
consideration  for  pension.  It  may  be  said 
that  they  had  the  genesis  of  their  trouble 
before  service,  but  if  we  accept  a  man 
who  was  a  fit  man  and  if  service  then 
breaks  him  down,,  we  ought,  shorn  of  the 
aggravation  part  of  it,  to  see,,  as  that  the 
State  as  good  employers  of  men  put  into 
this  hazardous  job  of  fighting  the  coun- 
try's battles,  that  such  people  should  have 
every  consideration  given  to  them.  I  will 
not  traverse  the  ground  further,  because 


of  lack  of  time,  for  the  need  for  appeal 
tribunals,-  but  I  should  be  glad  if  they 
could  be  instituted,  because  in  so  many 
cases  the  pension  destiny  of  our  Service 
men  and  their  dependants  rests  upon  the 
idea  of  one  man's  examination. 

I  want  to  finish  on  the  note  of  pension 
inadequacy.  I  would  like  to  ask  why  this 
best  part  of  our  population,  these  single 
men  soldiers  who  often  volunteer,  or  who 
are  called  into  the  Services,  should  be 
consigned  by  the  State,  if  health  fails  or 
through  wounds,  they  receive  pension 
while  they  are  single  but  left  to  a  life  of 
celibacy  practically,  which  is  virtually 
what  the  State  has  ordained  for  single 
working-class  men  who  go  into  the  Army 
and  receive  wounds  as  a  consequence  of 
service.  In  the  serving  men  in  all 
branches  of  the  Forces  we  have  the  best 
of  what  the  nation  must  hope  to  depend 
on  in  the  reconstruction  period,  and  if 
we  are  consigning  these  men,  merely  be- 
cause they  were  single  men  when  they 
joined  the  Services,  to  these  inadequate 
pensions,  we  are  leaving  the  State  as  well 
as  the  individual  sadly  disadvantaged. 

May  I  address  this  particular  point  to 
the  Minister?  Take  the  case  of  a  married 
man  in  the  Services  who  receives  wounds 
and  thereby  gets  a  percentage  of  pension 
and  an  -allowance  for  his  children  up  to 
a  certain  age  because  of  the  state  of  life 
he  had  when  he  received  his  wounds. 
When  a  child  dies  or  reaches  the  age  of 
16,  then  the  pension  ceases.  Surely,  if  you 
take  that  step,  as  you  do — you  prepare 
in  short  for  a  changed  state  of  life  for  the 
man  who  received  the  pension — then  we 
should  say  to  the  single  man  who  re- 
ceives his  wounds  that  we  anticipate  he 
will  live  the  customary  way  of  life  by 
being  married  and  bringing  a  family  into 
the  world,  and  we  should  have  him  ad- 
vantaged by  some  pension  in  whatever 
may  be  his  state  of  life  later  on.  I 
strongly  support  the  plea  made  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Chester-le- 
Street  (Mr.  Lawson)  that  we  should  have 
regard  in  the  20  years  or  so  between  the 
two  wars,  that  we  have  new  standards  for 
all  of  us  and  so  it  should  be  with  serving 
men.  It  is  wrong  to  say  that  £2  operated 
in  1919,  and  that  the  figure  should  now, 
in  1943,  be  "37s.  6d.,  and  that  the  Ministry 
should  walk  away  with  the  idea,  or  at 
least  try  to  get  us  to  walk  away  to  ex- 
plain to  our  folks  that  the  difference  in 
the  standard  of  living  is  the  cause  of  that. 
Surely  in   all   conscience  this  nation  has 
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progressed  in  the  standards  of  life  of 
everybody,  even  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  because  of  that  we  ask  that  this 
section  of  our  community,  the  Forces, 
should  receive  this  advantage  too.  The 
rate  for  widows  is  sadly  too  low. 

I  want  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
delay.  My  criticism  to  the  Department  is 
not  of  individuals  there  but  of  the  system 
under  which  they  labour.  I  quote  a  matter 
I  have  been  dealing  with  in  the  last  week 
or  two.  Here  was  a  case  of  a  widow  who 
lost  her  only  son  who  was  living  with  her 
at  the  time  of  his  enlistment.  He  went  into 
the  Forces,  and  she  lost  him  in  North 
Africa.  Why,  I  have  never  discovered 
yet,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Department  turned  down  this  case  for  pen- 
sion, and  here  was  the  widow  on  one  bright 
morning  interviewing  me  in  my  division. 
She  was  short  of  sustenance  except  for  her 
10s.  widow's  State  pension,  and  it  looked 
like  public  assistance  for  her.  I  inter- 
vened and  said  that  until  we  had 
approached  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Department  she  should  go  to  the  Assist- 
ance Board  and  not  for  public  assistance. 
Some  wonderful  individual  there  said  that 
her  distress  was  not  as  a  consequence  of 
the  war,  but  later  it  was  decided  tem- 
porarily to  give  her  support.  I  am  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Depart- 
ment has  now  considered  this  lady  for 
pension.  Her  right  ought  never  to  have 
been  in  doubt.  I  would  contend  because 
of  that  unhappy  experience,  which  I  am 
satisfied  so  many  have  been  subjected  to, 
that  there  should  be  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible in  settling  cases.  I  finish  on  the  plea 
with  which  I  began.  While  people  may 
differ  as  to  whether  a  second  front  should 
be  here  or  there,  there  is  no  difference  at 
all  among  the  public  on  the  question  that 
our  serving  men  who  have  fallen  by  the 
wayside  and  their  dependants  should  be 
better  treated  than  they  have  been.  This 
more  generous  treatment  would  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  serving  men,  it  would 
strengthen  the  morale  of  people  in  in- 
dustry, and  it  would  help  us  thereby  to 
shorten  the  war. 

Mr.  Beverley  Baxter  (Wood  Green) :  In 
the  very  few  moments  which  I  intend  to 
detain  the  House,  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Minister  of  Pensions  will  listen 
to  me,  with  the  belief  that  what  I  am  say- 
ing is  entirely  friendly  and  that  I  am 
desirous  of  being  helpful.  It  is  a  good 
thing  that  this  Debate  has  taken  place  on 


the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill.  The  Debate 
opened  with  a  speech  that  has  been 
praised  very  highly.  It  was  a  memorable 
speech.  I  cannot  remember  any  Member 
for  some  years  holding  the  House  as  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  by  his  sincerity, 
did  to-day.  But  the  reply  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  not  only  to  the  opening  speech 
but  to  the  speeches  that  followed,  was 
utterly  inadequate.  Speaking  as  a  Con- 
servative back  bencher,  I  want  to  impress 
upon  the  Government,  that  unless  in  a 
short  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  comes 
down  to  the  House  in  a  different  frame  of 
mind,  there  will  be  an  all-party  revolt  of 
a  very  serious  character  against  the 
Government.  There  might  well  have 
been  one  to-day. 

My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser)  told  a  story. 
Once  such  facts  are  revealed  on  the  Floor 
of  this  House  we  cannot  permit  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs  to  continue.  Some  hon. 
Members  may  not  have  been  here  when 
the  story  was  told.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  as  head  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
described  how  a  young  man  came  back 
from  the  Middle  East,  having  lost  his  sight 
and  two  hands,  and  how  the  young  girl 
who  had  become  engaged  to  him,  with  all 
the  natural  dreams  of  a  happy  life 
together,  was  true  to  him,  and  was  about 
to  marry  this  maimed  young  man.  But 
there  will  be  no  allowance  for  her.  If  she 
has  children  there  will  be  no  allowance 
for  them.  The  Minister  of  Pensions  says 
"  No."  Had  the  man  married  some  slut 
of  a  woman,  who  was  untrue  to  him  while 
he  was  away,  and  who  had  wrecked  his 
home,  she  would  have  a  claim,  but  this 
young  girl,  giving  her  life  to  this  maimed 
boy,  has  none.  I  believe  that  the  House 
will  not  allow  that  sort  of  thing  to  go  on. 
For  the  sake  of  the  State  we  should  hope 
that  such  a  mother  and  such  a  father 
would  have  many  children.  To  what  are 
we  condemning  them?  If  they  have  a 
baby,  it  means,  with  the  few  pennies  we 
allow,  misery  and  penury.  It  will  be  im- 
possible to  prevent  the  darkness  which  has 
already  come  to  him,  with  his  lack  of 
sight,  extending  to  her  outlook  as  a  wife 
and  mother.  The  House  will  not  allow 
that.  By  no  Royal  Warrant,  by  no  Min- 
ister, shall  a  maimed  man  be  told,  "  You 
shall  not  marry."  If  there  happens  to 
be  some  abuses,  let  us  weigh  the  abuses 
against  the  decency  and  happiness  on  the 
other  side.  The  other  attitude  is  like  that 
of  the  man  who  says,  ' '  I  never  give  any- 
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[Mi.  Baxter.] 
thing  to  a  beggar  in  the  street,  because 
you  do  not  know."  Better  risk  it,  because 
it  will  find  its  way  to  people  who  need  it. 
I  do  not  want  to  be  over-romantic,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  story  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale  told, 
brings  this  whole  issue  to  the  point,  that 
we  cannot  go  on  as  we  are  doing  now. 
There  must  be  a  change  or  this  House  will 
rise  up  in  revolt. 

I  do  not  want  to  detain  the  House  any 
further  except  on  one  other  point.  The 
basic  scale  paid  to  a  totally  disabled  man 
in  the  last  war  was  £2.  In  this  war  it  is 
37s.  6d.  The  argument  of  the  Minister  is 
that  that  rate  was  determined  after  the 
last  war,  when  the  Government  could  see 
their  capacity  to  pay,  in  the  light  of  their 
full  obligations,  and  that  we  had  better 
not  do  anything  now,  until  we  are  able  to 
see  our  obligations.  He  also  says  that 
there  are  other  pensions.  The  pension 
due  to  a  man  who  has  been  totally  dis- 
abled after  having  been  called  up  for  ser- 
vice, must  have  precedence  over  any  other 
pension.  To  say  that  before  fixing  the 
rates  of  pension  we  must  wait  to  see 
whether  the  books  will  balance 

Sir  W.  Womersley:  I  was  not  referring 
to  the  rates  of  pension.  I  made  it  clear 
that  they  are  according  to  the  cost  of 
living. 

Mr.  Baxter:  There  was  a  question  of  a 
Select  Committee.  At  any  rate,  I  say 
that  the  small  difference  should  be  made 
up  and  that  the  totally  disabled  man  in 
this  war  should  draw  the  same  as  the 
totally  disabled  man  of  the  last  war.  I 
am  grateful  for  the  courtesy  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  always  shown  us,  but  I  ask 
him  to  treat  this  matter  seriously.  We 
cannot  have  another  Debate  like  that  of 
to-day.  The  House  really  means  busi- 
ness. It  will  not  gloat  over  him  if  he 
comes  back  to  put  things  right,  but .  it 
will  rejoice  in  him,  because  the  House 
means  to  have  these  things  now. 

Mr.  Holdsworth  (Bradford,  South):  I 
want  to  address  my  remarks,  if  I  may,  to 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council.  I  find 
that  the  Minister  of  Pensions  always  gives 
the  most  earnest  attention  to  cases  which 
have  been  brought  before  him,  and  the 
utmost  sympathy,  within  the  powers  at 
his  disposal.  What  we  want  is  a  change 
from  the  Cabinet.  It  has  been  interest- 
ing to  me,  having  been  laid  aside  for  some 


time,  to  read  the  Debates  in  this  House. 
Sometimes  I  think  emphasis  has  been  put 
in  the  wrong  place.  I  believe  that,  of  all 
social  matters,  the  first  charge  on  the 
revenue  of  this  country  should  be 
adequate,  generous  compensation  for  those 
who  have  been  prepared  to  lay  down 
their  lives  in  the  country's  defence. 

There  is  one  point  I  want  to  mention, 
because  I  have  not  heard  it  mentioned 
yet — I  have  not  been  here  during  the 
whole  of  the  Debate.  I  think  it 
abominable  that  we  should  talk  about 
giving  a  smaller  amount  for  a  100  per 
cent,  disablement  pension  now  than  we 
did  after  the  last  war.  The  scale  arising 
from  that  basic  pension,  if  the  man  is 
married,  is  totally  inadequate  for  him  and 
his  family.  The  point  which  worries  me 
more  than  that,  is  that  we  sometimes 
forget  the  psychological  effect  upon  a  man 
of  being  turned  down  on  the  ground  that 
his  disability  has  not  arisen  out  of  war 
service.  The  community  has  to  keep  that 
man.  If  he  is  disabled  and  unable  to 
work,  are  we  to  say  to  him,  "  You  shall 
depend  upon  charity  or  the  good  will  of 
your  family  "?  The  community  is  put 
to  an  expense  in  any  event,  but  it  makes 
all  the  difference,  psychologically,  to  the 
man  and  his  family  if  he  is  given  a 
pension,  as  a  right.  That  is  why  people 
feel  the  grievance.  I  have  dealt  with 
several  of  these  cases  of  men  who  loathe 
the  idea  of  having  to  go  to  the  Assistance  : 
Board,  but  who  feel  that  they  could  stand 
up  and  face  the  world  if  they  were  given 
a  pension  as  a  right.  I  say  to*  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  because  I  am 
told  he  is  responsible  in  the  Cabinet  for 
these  matters,  that  I  really  wish  the 
Cabinet  would  adopt,  not  merely  a  new 
orientation,  but  a  new  outlook  upon  this 
particular  subject.  They  should  give 
over  arguing,  on  miserable  differences, 
about  whether  a  man  is  entitled  because 
of  certain  reservations  or  not.  Let  the 
man  feel  that  he  has  the  right. 

I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  agree 
to  the  setting-up  of  a  Select  Committee.  , 
I  was  on  a  Select  Committee  appointed 
by  this  House  more  than  11  years  ago, 
and  not  a  single  recommendation  of  that 
Committee  has  been  implemented  so  far. 
That  is  the  best  way  in  the  world  to  shelve 
a  question.  The  Minister  and  the 
Cabinet  know  the  feeling  on  the  question 
of  pensions  not  only  in  this  House  but 
throughout  the  country.     They  have  the 
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information;  no  Select  Committee  could 
obtain  more.  Of  all  the  social  require- 
ments needed  at  the  present  time,  surely, 
this  House  will  give  priority  to  the  men 
who,  for  our  sakes  and  the  sake  of  the 
country,  are  prepared  to  lay  down  their 
lives. 

I  have  had  some  tragic  cases  brought 
to  me  in  which  a  mother  has  been  turned 
down  for  pension  because  she  could  not 
prove  that  she  had  been  dependent  upon 
her  boy.  The  Minister  had  the  privilege 
of  being  born  in  Bradford,  and  he  knows 
that  in  that  city,  as  in  all  cities  in  this 
country,  there  are  thousands  of  widows 
who  go  out  and  do  a  bit  of  cleaning  or 
take  in  washing,  in  order  that  a  lad  can 
serve  an  apprenticeship.  Up  to  the  age 
of  21  the  boy's  wages  are  small,  but  it 
is  true  to  say  that,  although  he  had  not 
been  contributing  to  the  home,  his  mother 
was  looking  forward  to  the  day  when,  as 
they  say,  he  would  "  get  out  of  his 
time,"  would  draw  the  proper  wage  for 
his  job,  and  would  be  able  to  give  her 
some  little  recompense  for  all  the  sacri- 
fices she  had  made.  It  may  be  that,  in 
theory,  such  a  lad  is  not  contributing  to 
the  home,  but  in  practice,  when  he  is 
taken,  the  mother,  after  having  made  all 
the  sacrifices  and  having  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  put  anything  by,  is  in  a  tragic 
position  if  anything  happens  to  the  lad. 

Away  with  this  red  tape,  this  purely 
legal  way  of  looking  at  things.  I  am  cer- 
tain that  the  Minister  as  well  as  the  House 
wants  to  do  so,  but  there  is  somebody 
somewhere  keeping  him  back,  and  that  is 
why  I  appealed  at  the  outset  to  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council.  The  Cabinet 
could  not  spend  time  better  than  in  giving 
a  few  hours  immediately  to  trying  to 
rectify  this  position.  The  Empire  could 
never  have  lasted  if  these  lads  had  not 
gone.  Our  world  could  not  have  existed, 
and  freedom  and  everything  else  we 
prize  would  have  been  lost  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  sacrifices  of  these  lads.  What 
can  we  do  for  them?  Cannot  we  cut  out 
the  niggardliness  and  cut  away  the  red 
tape?  I  suggest  to  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  that,  even  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, they  might  begin  to  face  the  facts. 

Mr.  Mathers:  On  a  point  of  Order,  Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker.  Before  the  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  replies,  I  would  like  to 
say  that  when  the  Minister  was  speaking 
I  ventured  to  put  a  point  to  him.  In 
reply  he  challenged  me,  in  order  to  have 


his  Advisory  Committee  look  into  the 
point  I  was  raising — that  of  the  bad  posi- 
tion of  widows — to  produce  the  cases  he 
had  asked  for,  as  a  justification  for  put- 
ting the  matter  before  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Buchanan:  Where  is  the  point  of 
Order? 

Mr.  Mathers:  I  did  not  challenge  the 
point  at  the  time,  but  I  have  refreshed  my 
memory. 

Mr.  Deputy-Speaker  (Major  Milner):  It 

is  not  a  point  of  Order,  but  a  question 
of  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Mathers:  I  have  the  text  of  the 
Minister's  speech  before  me.  It  does  not 
make  the  qualification  that  cases  must  be 
furnished.  Does  that  provide  me  with 
the  opportunity  of  asking  that  the  promise 
be  implemented? 

Mr.  Buchanan:  Is  an  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  entitled  to 
get  up  and  make  a  personal  explanation, 
and  would  it  be  in  order  for  me  or  any 
other  hon.  Member  to  intervene  in  the 
same  way? 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  (Mr.  Paling):  Per- 
haps it  would  be  convenient  if  I  replied 
to  one  or  two  points  that  have  been  raised 
since  my  right  hon.  Friend  sat  down.  The 
first  speaker  after  the  speech  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Chester-le-Street  (Mr.  Lawson), 
who  spoke  with  passion  about  one  topic 
upon  which  I  know  he  feels  very  deeply, 
namely,  parents'  pensions.  I  was  rather 
sorry  to  hear  him  say,  "  What  is  the  use 
of  sending  cases  to  the  Ministry?  "  I 
hope  that  he  will  not  take  that  attitude. 
It  is  true  that  if  he  sends  them,  he  may 
not  be  successful  in  getting  a  pension  in 
all  cases,  but  all  cases  are  looked  into 
most  carefully  and  sympathetically.  If 
anything  can  be  done,  it  will  be  done.  In 
any  event,  if  a  pension  cannot  be  granted, 
it  is  possible  in  a  good  many  cases  to 
say  that,  if  the  parents  should  fall  upon 
less  fortunate  days,  they  have  established 
their  right  to  a  pension  and  can  make 
their  application  again. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Swindon  (Mr. 
Wakefield)  brought  up  a  particular  case 
and  asked  for  information  about  it.  He 
said  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  look  at 
the  Official  Report  and  read  it  very 
carefully.     Well,  I  can  promise  him  that 
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my  right  hon.  Friend  always  does;  we  in 
the  Department  very  carefully  note  what 
has  been  said  in  any  of  these  Debates. 

Mr.  MacLaren  (Burslem) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  think  so  when  he  was 
over  here. 

Mr.  Paling:  The  hon.  Member  also 
brought  up  the  case  of  a  man  already  on 
a  Service  pension  who  joined  up,  and  was 
totally  disabled,  and  he  asked  why  such 
a  man  could  not  draw  both  pensions.  I 
cannot  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case 
to-day,  but  the  rule  is  that  he  can  have 
the  whole  of  one  pension,  plus  one  half 
of  the  other,  whichever  is  the  more 
beneficial. 

Mr.  Buchanan:  Who  invented  this 
formula  ? 

Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Islington  (Dr.  Haden 
Guest)  raised  the  question  of  tribunals 
and  said  he  hoped  they  would  soon  be  in 
operation.  I  hope  so  too.  The  Sub- 
committee which  has  been  inquiring  into 
this  question  lost  no  time;  they  met  and 
asked  that  certain  steps  should  be  taken, 
in  order  to  see  if  we  could  get  the  doctors. 
A  list  has  been  prepared  and  is  being 
examined  at  the  present  time,  and  I  hope 
that  soon  we  shall  be  successful  in  finding 
the  doctors  and  putting  the  tribunals  into 
operation.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Barnsley  (Mr.  Collindridge)  asked 
how  many  cases  of  neurosis  have  been 
accepted  for  pension.  The  answer  is 
2,500.  He  also  as^ed  what  percentage 
of  the  whole  is  represented  by  this  figure. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  him  that  infor- 
mation, but  perhaps  he  may  know  that 
we  are  most  anxious  that  they  shall  be 
treated  in  the  best  possible  manner.  We 
are  doing  everything  we  can  to  give  treat- 
ment to  these  unfortunate  people  as  early 
and  as  fully  as  possible.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  treatment 
has  been  successful  and  that  men  have 
been  able  to  go  back  to  their  normal  life, 
perfectly  cured. 

Mr.  McGovern:  Can  my  hon.  Friend 
give  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been 
refused  pension? 


Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Barnsley  also  brought  up  that  ques- 
tion of  parents'  pensions  and  pensions  for 
those  who  were  married  after  being 
wounded.  I  do  not  think  I  can  add  any 
more  to  what  the  Minister  has  said  already 
to-day,  about  these  matters. 

Mr.  McGovern:  At  least  a  Tory  would 
have  answered  me. 

Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Bassetlaw  (Mr.  Bellenger)  raised  the 
question  of  a  widow  who  has  been  receiv- 
ing a  War  Service  Grant.  The  husband  is 
killed,  she  continues  to  receive  allowances 
for  13  weeks,  then  the  allowance  is  stopped 
and  she  goes  on  to  pension  rates,  with  the 
result  that  the  War  Service  Grant  is  also 
stopped.  This  question  was  also  raised 
by  o.thers,  and  when  it  was  last  raised  my 
right  hon.  Friend  promised  that  he  would 
put  this  matter  to  the  Central  Advisory 
Committee  for  their  consideration.,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  the  Advisory  Committee 
have  not  met  up  to  the  present  time,  but 
it  is  intended  that  the  first  time  they  do 
meet  this  shall  be  one  of  the  questions  on 
the  agenda. 

Mr.  Bellenger:  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Minister  of  Pensions  has  decided  to 
submit  this  matter  to  his  Central  Advisory 
Committee,  but  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear 
that  he  ~  has  not  called  the  Committee 
together,  because  they  cannot  meet  until 
he  does  so. 

Mr.  Paling:  My  right  hon.  Friend 
promised, to  put  it  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, which  is  called  when  ^occasion 
demands  and  when  there  is  an  agenda. 
I  can  promise  my  hon.  Friend  that  when 
the  Committee  meet  this  question  will 
have  their  full  consideration.  As  my  hon. 
Friend  knows,  War  Service  Grants  are 
given  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  hard- 
ship of  wives  and  dependants  of  serving 
soldiers.  On  the  question  of  whether  this 
principle  shall  be  extended  after  the  serv- 
ing soldier's  death  and  the  woman  gets  on 
to  pension,  this  establishes  a  new  set  of 
circumstances.  I  have  tried  to  answer  as 
many  as  I  can  of  the  points  which  have 
been  put  in  the  Debate,  and  I  promise 
hon.  Members  that  all  the  points  which 
have  been  raised  will  be  duly  noted  from 
the  Official  Report. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Sir  John  Caulcutt 

ON  April  29th  Sir  John  Caulcutt  died  after  a  few  days'  illness,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
He  was  one  of  Britain's  leading  bankers,  and  was  chairman  or  member  of  a  number 
of  very  important  Government  committees,  including  particularly  some  dealing 
with  finance,  currency,  and  banking,  in  the  Colonial  Empire.  He  was  Chairman  of  Barclays 
Dominion,  Colonial  and  Overseas  Bank,  which  is  responsible,  amongst  other  things,  for 
banking  for  our  troops  in  the  Middle  East  and  North  Africa.  His  death  is  a  great  loss 
to  the  banking  world  and  to  the  nation. 

St.  Dunstan's  also  loses  a  very  good  friend  and  adviser,  for  Sir  John  Caulcutt  had  been 
a  member  of  our  Council  since  July,  1937,  and  Chairman  of  our  Finance  Committee  since 
September,  1939. 

For  many  years  I  had  myself  taken  the  chair  of  the  Finance  Committee,  but  as  far  back 
as  1937  we  began  to  make  plans  for  the  outbreak  of  war.  We  knew  that,  if  war  came, 
St.  Dunstan's  would  have  many  new  financial  problems,  and  we  felt  that  we  needed  strong 
technical  help.  I  asked  various  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whose  judgment  I 
valued,  to  recommend  a  man,  and  Sir  Dennis  Herbert,  now  Lord  Hemingford,  who  was 
Deputy  Speaker,  put  me  in  touch  with  Sir  John  Caulcutt.  I  well  remember  the  friendly 
but  shrewd  and  critical  questions  he  asked,  me  about  St.  Dunstan's  before  he  would  join 
us.  That  same  attitude  has  characterised  his  services  for  us.  As  Chairman  of  our  Finance 
Committee  he  always  had  time  to  give  advice.  On  his  own  initiative  he  would  make 
recommendations  or  give  decisions.  He  was  not  one  of  those  men  whom  you  had  to 
drag  away  from  a  thousand  interests  to  get  five  minutes  of  his  time.  Once  he  took  on  a 
job  he  attended  to  it  with  meticulous  care  and  genuine  interest.  Sir  John  was  not 
responsible  for  our  appeals,  though  he  took  a  great  interest  in  them,  but  under  the  wise 
guidance  of  our  Honorary  Treasurer,  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  Barclays  Bank,  and  one 
of  the  leading  figures  in  the  banking  world,  Sir  John  was  responsible  for  all  our  financial 
policy,  financial  controls,  and  investments.  He  leaves  the  structure  of  St.  Dunstan's  much 
stronger  than  he  found  it,  and  he  leaves  the  happiest  memory  amongst  those  who  were 
privileged  to  be  his  friends. 

I  learn  that  this  is  true  also  of  all  the  organisations  with  which  he  was  connected. 
I  do  not  suppose  he  could  have  wished  a  better  epitaph. 

Prisoners  of  War 

Amongst  the  prisoners  of  war  recently  repatriated  from  Italy  were  five  who  are,  or  may 
prove  to  be,  St.  Dunstaners.     Four  have  already  been  admitted  to  our  Hospital  at  Church 
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my  right  hon.  Friend  always  does;  we  in 
the  Department  very  carefully  note  what 
has  been  said  in  any  of  these  Debates. 
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Mr.  MacLaren  (Burslem) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  think  so  when  he  was 
over  here. 

Mr.  Paling:  The  hon.  Member  also 
brought  up  the  case  of  a  man  already  on 
a  Service  pension  who  joined  up,  and  was 
totally  disabled,  and  he  asked  why  such 
a  man  could  not  draw  both  pensions.  I 
cannot  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case 
to-day,  but  the  rule  is  that  he  can  have 
the  whole  of  one  pension,  plus  one  half 
of  the  other,  whichever  is  the  more 
beneficial. 


Mr.    Buchanan: 

formula? 


Who    invented    this 


Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Islington  (Dr.  Haden 
Guest)  raised  the  question  of  tribunals 
and  said  he  hoped  they  would  soon.be  in 
operation.  I  hope  so  too.  The  Sub- 
committee which  has  been  inquiring  into 
this  question  lost  no  time;  they  met  and 
asked  that  certain  steps  should  be  taken, 
in  order  to  see  if  we  could  get  the  doctors. 
A  list  has  been  prepared  and  is  being 
examined  at  the  present  time,  and  I  hope 
that  soon  we  shall  be  successful  in  finding 
the  doctors  and  putting  the  tribunals  into 
operation.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Barnsley  (Mr.  Collindridge)  asked 
how  many  cases  of  neurosis  have  been 
accepted  for  pension.  The  answer  is 
2,500.  He  also  as^ked  what  percentage 
of  the  whole  is  represented  by  this  figure. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  him  that  infor- 
mation, but  perhaps  he  may  know  that 
we  are  most  anxious  that  they  shall  be 
treated  in  the  best  possible  manner.  We 
are  doing  everything  we  can  to  give  treat- 
ment to  these  unfortunate  people  as  early 
and  as  fully  as  possible.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  treatment 
has  been  successful  and  that  men  have 
been  able  to  go  back  to  their  normal  life, 
perfectly  cured. 

Mr.  McGovern:  Can  my  hon.  Friend 
give  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been 
refused  pension? 


Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Barnsley  also  brought  up  that  ques- 
tion of  parents'  pensions  and  pensions  for 
those  who  were  married  after  being 
wounded.  I  do  not  think  I  can  add  any 
more  to  what  the  Minister  has  said  already 
to-day,  about  these  matters. 

Mr.  McGovern:  At  least  a  Tory  would 
have  answered  me. 

Mr.  Paling:  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Bassetlaw  (Mr.  Bellenger)  raised  the 
question  of  a  widow  who  has  been  receiv- 
ing a  War  Service  Grant.  The  husband  is 
killed,  she  continues  to  receive  allowances 
for  13  weeks,  then  the  allowance  is  stopped 
and  she  goes  on  to  pension  rates,  with  the 
result  that  the  War  Service  Grant  is  also 
stopped.  This  question  was  also  raised 
by  o.thers,  and  when  it  was  last  raised  my 
right  hon.  Friend  promised  that  he  would 
put  this  matter  to  the  Central  Advisory 
Committee  for  their  consideration.,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  the  Advisory  Committee 
have  not  met  up  to  the  present  time,  but 
it  is  intended  that  the  first  time  they  do 
meet  this  shall  be  one  of  the  questions  on 
the  agenda. 

Mr.  Bellenger:  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Minister  of  Pensions  has  decided  to 
submit  this  matter  to  his  Central  Advisory 
Committee,  but  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear 
that  he  has  not  called  the  Committee 
together,  because  they  cannot  meet  until 
he  does  so. 

Mr.  Paling:  My  right  hon.  Friend 
promised  to  put  it  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, which  is  called  when  occasion 
demands  and  when  there  is  an  agenda. 
I  can  promise  my  hon.  Friend  that  when 
the  Committee  meet  this  question  will 
have  their  full  consideration.  As  my  hon. 
Friend  knows,  War  Service  Grants  are 
given  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  hard- 
ship of  wives  and  dependants  of  serving 
soldiers.  On  the  question  of  whether  this 
principle  shall  be  extended  after  the  serv- 
ing soldier's  death  and  the  woman  gets  on 
to  pension,  this  establishes  a  new  set  of 
circumstances.  I  have  tried  to  answer  as 
many  as  I  can  of  the  points  which  have 
been  put  in  the  Debate,  and  I  promise 
hon.  Members  that  all  the  points  which 
have  been  raised  will  be  duly  noted  from 
the  Official  Report. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Sir  John  Caulcutt 

ON  April  29th  Sir  John  Caulcutt  died  after  a  few  days'  illness,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
He  was  one  of  Britain's  leading  bankers,  and  was  chairman  or  member  of  a  number 
of  very  important  Government  committees,  including  particularly  some  dealing 
with  finance,  currency,  and  banking,  in  the  Colonial  Empire.  He  was  Chairman  of  Barclays 
Dominion,  Colonial  and  Overseas  Bank,  which  is  responsible,  amongst  other  things,  for 
banking  for  our  troops  in  the  Middle  East  and  North  Africa.  His  death  is  a  great  loss 
to  the  banking  world  and  to  the  nation. 

St.  Dunstan's  also  loses  a  very  good  friend  and  adviser,  for  Sir  John  Caulcutt  had  been 
a  member  of  our  Council  since  July,  1937,  and  Chairman  of  our  Finance  Committee  since 
September,  1939. 

For  many  years  I  had  myself  taken  the  chair  of  the  Finance  Committee,  but  as  far  back 
as  1937  we  began  to  make  plans  for  the  outbreak  of  war.  We  knew  that,  if  war  came, 
St.  Dunstan's  would  have  many  new  financial  problems,  and  we  felt  that  we  needed  strong 
technical  help.  I  asked  various  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whose  judgment  I 
valued,  to  recommend  a  man,  and  Sir  Dennis  Herbert,  now  Lord  Hemingford,  who  was 
Deputy  Speaker,  put  me  in  touch  with  Sir  John  Caulcutt.  I  well  remember  the  friendly 
but  shrewd  and  critical  questions  he  asked,  me  about  St.  Dunstan's  before  he  would  join 
us.  That  same  attitude  has  characterised  his  services  for  us.  As  Chairman  of  our  Finance 
Committee  he  always  had  time  to  give  advice.  On  his  own  initiative  he  would  make 
recommendations  or  give  decisions.  He  was  not  one  of  those  men  whom  you  had  to 
drag  away  from  a  thousand  interests  to  get  five  minutes  of  his  time.  Once  he  took  on  a 
job  he  attended  to  it  with  meticulous  care  and  genuine  interest.  Sir  John  was  not 
responsible  for  our  appeals,  though  he  took  a  great  interest  in  them,  but  under  the  wise 
guidance  of  our  Honorary  Treasurer,  Mr.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  Barclays  Bank,  and  one 
of  the  leading  figures  in  the  banking  world,  Sir  John  was  responsible  for  all  our  financial 
policy,  financial  controls,  and  investments.  He  leaves  the  structure  of  St.  Dunstan's  much 
stronger  than  he  found  it,  and  he  leaves  the  happiest  memory  amongst  those  who  were 
privileged  to  be  his  friends. 

I  learn  that  this  is  true  also  of  all  the  organisations  with  which  he  was  connected. 
I  do  not  suppose  he  could  have  wished  a  better  epitaph. 

Prisoners  of  War 

Amongst  the  prisoners  of  war  recently  repatriated  from  Italy  were  five  who  are,  or  may 
prove  to  be,  St.  Dunstaners.     Four  have  already  been  admitted  to  our  Hospital  at  Church 
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Stretton  for  examination  and  boarding,  have  now  gone  on  leave,  and  will  be  returning  for 
training  after  a  good  holiday  with  their  people.  The  other  is  a  Maori  serving  with  the  New 
Zealand  Forces,  who  was  repatriated  to  Egypt,  and  we  presume  is  on  his  way  to  his  own 
Dominion.  Whether  he  will  call  in  for  a  time  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  South  Africa,  while 
waiting  for  a  ship  we  do  not  know  at  this  stage. 

While  these  men  were  in  Italy  we  did  the  best  we  could  to  see  that  they  were  supplied 
with  braille  watches,  braille  reading  matter,  games,  and  typewriters,  but  partly  because 
repatriation  has  always  been  very  much  in  the  minds  of  the  Italian  Government,  and.  has, 
in  fact,  taken  place  on  two  occasions,  and  partly  for  other  reasons,  we  did  not  succeed  in 
doing  as  much  for  our  men  in  Italy  as,  I  am  happy  to  think,  we  have  been  able  to  do  for 
our  men  in  Germany. 

The-  men  recently  admitted  to  our  Hospital  were  Fusilier  C.  Bilcliff,  Private  I.  A. 
Darling,  Gunner  J.  A.  Lee,  and  Corporal  J.  Jolly.  I  am  sure  all  St.  Dunstaners  will  give 
them  a  special  welcome  after  the  hard  and  lonely  time  they  have  had.  We  sent  to  meet 
these  men,  and  Corporal  Jolly  told  a  story  which  all  St.  Dunstaners  will  enjoy:  Their  Maori 
friend,  Private  Tai  Paul,  used  to  hide  their  braille  book  between  the  coverings  of  his  stool 
when  visitors  came  to  see  them.  When  the  visitors  departed  they  resumed  their  studies. 
The  stool,  however,  was  always  reserved  for  visitors.  Gradually  the  braille  "  dots  " 
flattened  and  then  vanished.     Their  studies  had  to  cease. 

Prisoners  in  Germany 

There  are  now  nearly  thirty  blinded  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany.  St.  Dunstan's  has 
done  everything  possible  in  co-operation  with  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  to  provide 
them  with  material  for  studies  and  for  passing  the  time,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  we 
have  to  a  large  extent  been  successful.  Practically  all  the  men  in  Germany  are  now  good 
typists  and  braillists.  Some  are  studying  ordinary  educational  subjects,  and  some  are 
reading  for  a  future  career.  Only  the  other  day  I  heard  that  they  had  received  boot- repairing 
and  carpentry  outfits,  and  in  a  recent  letter,  which  is  printed  on  another  page  of  this  issue, 
I  learnt  how  well  the  jazz  band  is  going.  This  sounds  a  cheery  story,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  the  men  themselves,  under  the  helpful  guidance  of  Lieut.  Lord  Normanby,  who  has 
become  an  honorary  member  of  St.  Dunstan's  staff,  and  guides  and  directs  the  school, 
and  Major  Charters,  the  well-known  ophthalmic  surgeon,  who  looks  after  the  men's  sight 
and  health,  are  maintaining  a  good  morale  and  an  optimistic  outlook.  That  this  is  so  is 
the  finest  tribute  to  their  own  patient  courage  and  good  humour.  We  keep  in  touch  with 
the  next-of-kin  and  give  them  friendly  advice  and  help  whenever  it  is  needed.  We  realise 
how  long  some  of  them  have  been  prisoners,  and  we  are  doing  everything  we  possibly  can 
to  ameliorate  their  situation.  St.  Dunstan's,  no  less  than  the  next  of  kin,  looks  forward 
to  the  day  of  their  return  and.  hopes  it  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  a  day  or  two  ago,  of  meeting  the  Marchioness  of  Normanby,  Lieut. 

Lord  Normanby's  mother,  a  most  charming  and  gracious  lady,  who  takes   the  keenest 

interest  in  St.  Dunstan's  and  in  St.  Dunstan's  prisoners  of  war. 

v  IAN    FRASER. 


Notes  and  News 

Leslie  Webber,  a  St.  Dunstaner  of  this  war 
and  now  a  telephonist,  has  become  engaged 
to  Miss  Dorothy  Hallam,  daughter  of  our 
Great  War  St.  Dunstaner,  W.  Hallam,  of 
Edgware,  who  is  himself  a  telephonist. 


When  civilian  blind  authorities  in  Exeter 
arranged  a  service  for  their  own  people  and. 
St.  Dunstan's  men  in  the  vicinity,  L.  Johns, 
of  Exeter,  was  asked  to  read  the  Lesson. 
He  did  so  most  efficiently. 


Congratulations  to  J.  Dennick,  of  Benge- 
worth,  Evesham,  who  has  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  honour  of  Third  Degree  in  the 
Earl  of  Coventry  Lodge,  No.  4215,  R.  A.O.B. 

Help  Wanted 

Mrs.  Rodwell,  wife  of  our  St.  Dunstaner 
at  Tring,  where  they  have  a  hotel  and  cafe, 
would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  of 
anyone,  exempt  from  national  service,  who 
could  help  her  generally.  She  would  have 
a  good  home,  in  very  pleasant  surroundings. 
Their  address  is  :  Tring  Hill  Cafe,  Tring, 
Herts. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

The  great  event  last  month  was  our 
luncheon  at  the  Mansion  House,  to  which 
the  Lord  Mayor  had  invited  one  hundred 
St.  Dunstaners  of  the  present  generation. 
This  comprised  not  only  those  in  training, 
but  many  who  have  been  fledged  and  are 
now  scattered  over  the  country.  The  whole 
day,  from  breakfast  at  5.45  a.m.,  was  a 
triumph  of  organisation. 

One  thing  that  impressed  the  sighted 
escorts — :and  they  had  no  opportunity  to 
catch  sight  of  everyone — was  the  number 
and  appearance  of  the  present  war  St. 
Dunstaners  who  have  already  left  us  and  are 
taking  an  active  part  in  national  life — 
looking  so  well  and  prosperous,  such  types 
of  the  ideal  St.  Dunstaners,  that  our  hearts 
swelled,  with  pride,  as  they  had  done  at  the 
Silver  Jubilee  gatherings. 

All  good  things  come  to  an  end,  though 
happily  not  in  remembrance,  and  our 
return  journey,  as  comfortable  as  the 
outgoing,  seemed  much  shorter.  It  was 
remarkable  that,  instead  of  suffering  next 
day,  as  we  expected,  from  the  "  hang- 
over," everyone  seemed  alert  and  keyed 
up  to  a  full  day's  work. 

The  fortnightly  talks  are  very  well 
attended,  and  the  discussions,  which  are 
started  in  the  official  question  time  at  the 
end  of  the  lecture,  are  generally  continued 
less  formally  in  the  Lounge. 

On  the  2nd,  Professor  Mclnnes,  of  the 
Department  of  History,  Bristol  University, 
spoke  on  "  Anglo-American  Relations." 
In  spite  of  losing  his  sight  at  an  early  age,  he 
has  travelled  much  in  both  countries,  and 
his  reckless  career  at  Oxford  on  a  bicycle, 
in  his  undergraduate  days  was  proverbial. 
He  pointed  out  that,  although  English  is  the 
language  of  the  United  States,  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  population  is  even  of 
English  origin,  and  we  cannot  expect  their 
political  sympathies  to  be  100  per  cent.  pro- 
British,  nor  that  they  should  understand  our 
mentality  better  than  we  understand  theirs. 
It  is,  in  fact,  surprising  that  we  should  agree 
so  well. 

On  the  16th,  Colonel  Kenny,  who  was  for 
many  years  Administrator  in  Burma  and  has 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Japanese,  gave 
a  most  interesting  lecture  on  "  The  Japanese 
in  Burma."  He  traced  the  history  of  their 
penetration  into  other  Asiatic  countries  and 
their  relations  with  European  Powers, 
putting  their  case  forward  so  disinterestedly 


that  he  was  accused  of  almost  beautifying 
them — this  he  hastened  to  disclaim.  He 
scouted,  the  idea  that  the  Jap  can  only 
imitate  and  not  originate,  quoting,  for 
example,  his  invention  of  the  machine  gun 
idea  centuries  ago,  his  methods  of  marine 
warfare,  and  his  strategy  of  infiltration. 

We  have  had  a  social  evening  given  by 
the  Ludlow  Ladies,  and  the  Ludlow 
Rotarians  invited  several  men  to  lunch.  On 
the  4th,  The  "  Sentinel  "  Works  invited  us 
all  to  a  concert  and  tea  at  their  canteen  in 
Shrewsbury. 

The  Musical  Society,  under  Jock  Steel, 
has  had  two  evenings  and  has  started  a 
Choral  Society. 

The  Jazz  Band  adds  continually,  both  to 
its  repertoire  and  the  variety  of  its  instru- 
ments, and  plays  for  dancing  once  a  week. 

On  Thursday  evenings  there  is  a  well- 
attended  practice  of  hymns  for  the  following 
Sunday. 

Duncan  McLean  gave  the  address  at  the 
Service  on  the  two  Sundays  that  he  was  here, 
and  we  hope  that  we  shall  hear  him  again. 

On  Palm  Sunday,  after  service  in  the  Hut, 
the  Radio  Padre,  The  Rev.  Selby  Wright, 
addressed  us  in  the  Braille  Room.  He 
travels  among  all  denominations  in  the 
Army  in  Great  Britain. 

His  "  parish  "  includes  all  varieties  of 
regiments,  from  isolated  units  on  the  coast 
or  lonely  hill-top  to  crowded  depots  and 
barracks — his  work  is  varied  and  unceasing. 
In  half  an  hour  he  opened  our  eyes  to  the 
complexity  of  his  task.  Another  half  hour 
was  allowed  for  question  time,  which 
brought  several  interesting  questions,  to 
each  of  which  he  gave  a  ready  answer. 

Everyone  in  the  Community  subscribes 
to  the  Red  Cross  "  Penny-a-Week  "  Fund, 
and  our  indefatigable  Treasurer,  Miss 
McAndrew,  has  forwarded  a  cheque  for 
£17  10s.,  which  has  been  subscribed  in  the 
past  four  months. 

An  unusually  large  number  are  leaving 
us  this  term,  some  to  work  at  home,  others 
as  telephone  operators,  and  yet  others  to 
work  in  factories.  We  wish  them  all 
success  and  happiness. 

The  following  have  passed  their  tests  : — 

Braille  Writing.— R.  Waas,  G.  Cock, 
H.  White. 

Reading  (Interline).— S.  Hey,  B.  Priest. 

Reading  (Interpoint). — M.  Delaney,  S. 
MacNamara. 

Typing.— V.  Dale,  L.  Cadman,  S.  Tutton, 
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South  African  Notes 

Only  one  newcomer  to   St.   Dunstan's, 

South  Africa,  since  my  last  Review  Notes  : 

Gunner  Leslie  Robinson,  Royal  Artillery. 

I   see   that   Weeks'  Christian  name   was 

inadvertently   given   as   Leslie  in   the  last 

Notes — his  name  is  Joseph. 

Sergt.  Pretorius  returned  as  a  married 
man,  and  Mrs.  Pretorius  has  returned  to 
Cape  Town  with  him.  He  was  married  at 
Groote  Kerk  on  February  20th,  to  Miss 
Hennie  Wolmarans,  and  is  now  hard  at 
work  in  the  endeavour  to  complete  his 
training  by  July. 

The  Carpentry  Shop  is  becoming  very 
popular  and  has  as  many  pupils  as  can  be 
taken  every  morning  of  the  week. 

We  were  all  sorry  to  lose  six  of  our 
number,  who  left  by  hospital  ship  a  few 
days  ago.  By  the  time  these  Notes  appear 
all  of  these  St.  Dunstaners  will  be  at  Church 
Stretton    continuing   their   training. 

E.  Chadwick  Bates. 
The  following  has  been  contributed  by 
Cpl.  Jimmie  Ellis  : — 

The  Evening  of  Wednesday, 
February  17th 
Wednesday  evening  at  "  Tembani "  is 
Guest  Evening,  and  we  invariably  have 
some  form  of  entertainment.  On  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  February  17th,  we 
were  entertained  in  quite  a  different  way 
from  the  usual  party  or  musical  artists. 
The  guest  of  honour  on  this  occasion  was 
an  old  St.  Dunstaner,  Advocate  Bowen, 
Lawyer  and  Member  of  Parliament.  He  had 
come  to  give  us  new  St.  Dunstaners  a  talk 
on  "  Victory  over  Blindness." 

Before  commencing  his  talk,  however, 
Advocate  Bowen  had  an  important  duty  to 
perform.  Acting  on  behalf  of  old  St. 
Dunstaners  in  England  he  presented  our 
Matron,  Miss  Hester  Pease,  with  a  silver 
salver.  At  the  top  was  engraved,  the  St. 
Dunstan's  badge,  and  underneath  was  the 
following  inscription  : — 

"  Presented  to  Miss  Hester  Pease  as  a 
token  of  affection  and  appreciation  from  all 
St.  Dunstaners  in  her  area  in  England,  on  the 
occasion  of  her  departure  to  St.  Dunstan's, 
South  Africa.  February,  1931— May,  1942." 
The  house  was  full  this  evening,  our 
already  large  family  being  augmented  by 
many  old  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  wives, 
and  when  Advocate  Bowen  called  for  three 
hearty  cheers  for  Miss  Pease  we  made  the 
windows  rattle, 


After  a  short  interlude,  Advocate  Bowen 
went  on  to  tell  us  some  of  his  experiences 
during  his  twenty-five  years  of  blindness. 
He  told  us  how,  for  no  particular  reason, 
he  had  a  desire  to  take  up  law,  ana  how 
people  had  tried  to  dissuade  him  from 
attempting  this  long  and  arduous  study. 
He  even  consulted  the  great  General 
Smuts,  who  also  thought  that  this  would 
be  a  bit  too  much  for  an  ex-railway  clerk, 
especially  a  newly-blinded  one,  and  that 
poultry  farming  would  be  the  very  thing. 
And  so  he  took  up  poultry  farming.  He 
told  us  many  amusing  anecdotes  about  his 
work  in  this  sphere,  and  where  poultry  was 
concerned  he  described  himself  as  the 
world's  complete  idiot.  After  eighteen 
months  at  St.  Dunstan's  he  married  one 
of  the  V.A.D.s  and  together,  in  the  face  of 
all  opposition,  they  went  to  Cambridge. 
He  was  successful  and  came  back  with  law 
degrees,  having  done  the  supposedly 
impossible. 

He  told  us  how  the  first  St.  Dunstaners, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson,  had  refused  to  allow  their  handicap 
to  limit  their  enterprise.  He  urged  that  we 
new  St.  Dunstaners  must  emulate  our  more 
experienced  colleagues  in  always  striving  to 
stretch  the  bounds  of  limitation. 

He  told  us  how  St.  Dunstan's  had  blazed 
new  trails  in  the  world  of  darkness,  and 
that,  as  a  result  of  these  ventures,  blind 
institutes  all  over  the  world  changed  their 
methods  to  conform  with  those  of  St. 
Dunstan's.  The  keynote  of  his  talk  was  a 
quotation  from  the  book,  Victory  Over 
Blindness ;  in  which  Sir  Arthur  Pearson 
described,  the  spirit  of  St.  Dunstan's  as 
"  A  cheerful  disregard  for  a  grievous 
handicap,  and  a  determination  to  overcome 
it." 

Advocate  Bowen's  eloquence  was  easy 
and  flowing,  but  in  his  more  serious 
moments  he  spoke  with  such  earnestness 
about  the  traditions  of  St.  Dunstan's  that 
he  has  created  a  lasting  impression  on  all 
his  listeners.  The  talk  was  enlightening 
and  inspiring,  and  I  know  that  all  of  us  new 
St.  Dunstaners  derived  infinite  encourage- 
ment from  it.  T    t-, 

J.  Ellis. 

Correspondence  Invited 

A.  T.  Brooks,  of  St.  Anthony's,  8  Harvey 
Road,  Bournemouth,  would  welcome  cor- 
respondence with  two  or  three  men  now 
beincr  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
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From  Miss  Pease 

18th  February,  1943. 
To  My  Dear  Boys  and  their  Wives, 

I  do  not  know  how  to  tell  you  all  what 
I  felt  last  night  when  I  was  presented  with 
your  gift  to  me  of  a  most  beautiful  silver 
salver,  bearing  an  inscription  and  St. 
Dunstan's  badge.  This  loving  thought  for 
me  will  be  a  lifelong  remembrance  of  my 
happy  days  amongst  you,  and  will  always 
be  one  of  my  most  treasured  possessions. 

One  of  our  old  boys,  Advocate  Bowen, 
m.p.,  made  the  presentation,  and  then  spoke 
about  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  old  days.  It 
was  lovely  to  feel,  while  so  far  away  in 
Africa,  that  the  great  tie  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
of  both  the  last  and  present  war,  united 
us  all  so  closely,  and  that  we  are,  though 
all  so  separated,  just  one  big  family. 

I  so  enjoy  and  look  forward  to  your 
letters,  though  I  know  there  is  a  big  chance 
some  will  never  reach  me.  You  are  often 
in  my  thoughts,  and  if  only  some  6,000 
miles  of  submarine-infested  waters  did  not 
divide  us,  how  warmly  Mrs.  Bates  and  I 
would  welcome  you  for  a  South  African 
holiday ! 

Again  I  want  to  thank  you  for  my  lovely 
gift  and  the  thought  which  prompted  it, 
which  I  so  deeply  appreciate,  and  I  only  wish 
I  could  come  round  and  thank  you  all 
personally  and  show  it  to  you  .  .  .  .  as  it  is 
I  am  asking  a  St.  Dunstaner  of  this  war 
to  personally  carry  my  dispatch  from  Africa 
to  you.  I  have  entrusted  this  to  very 
capable  hands  ....  but  if  he  forgets  it 
.',..;!     My  love  to  you  all, 

H.  K.  L.  Pease. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  :  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  Stevens,  Ashford,  March  23rd  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennick,  Bengeworth,  April 
2nd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Noble,  Middles- 
brough, May  4th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Meckin, 
Salterbeck,  May  6th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Hill,  Bristol,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Dawson, 
Carlton,  near  Newmarket,  May  20th. 

Marriage 

Carlton — Shepherd. — On  Saturday,  April 
24th,  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
St.  Ann's,  Regent's  Park,  Clifford  Carlton 
to  Miss  Constance  Ann  Shepherd. 
Among  the  guests  were  two  new  war 
St.  Dunstaners,  L.  Webber  and  "  Jock  " 
Reid,  L.  Clark  (last  war),  Mrs.  Hodson, 
and  Mrs,  Sassoon, 


War  Pensions 

Since  the  debate  which  we  reported  last 
month,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  supporters  of 
all  parties  in  the  House  have  continued  an 
active  campaign.  There  have  been  many 
questions,  all  calculated  to  keep  pressure  on 
the  Government.  Sir  Ian  has  represented 
that  there  are  important  matters,  such  as  the 
raising  of  the  pensions  of  this  war  to  the 
levels  of  the  last  war  and  an  improvement  of 
the  attendant  allowance,  which  might  be 
dealt  with  at  once.  And  there  are  other 
matters,  equally  important,  which  involve 
big  changes  of  principle,  such  as  the 
payment  of  wives'  and  children's  allowances 
to  all  100  per  cent,  cases  whenever  they 
marry,  and  the  general  relationship  of  war 
pensions  to  modern  standards  of  living  and 
welfare,  which  he  thinks  should  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Select  Committee. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
was  delaying  any  reply  to  the  debate,  Sir  Ian 
put  down  a  motion  calling  for  a  Select 
Committee.  Within  a  few  hours  this 
motion  was  supported  by  over  sixty 
Members  of  all  parties,  and  the  number  has 
now  risen  to  well  over  one  hundred. 

The  latest  move  before  we  go  to  press 
was  reported  in  the  Daily  Telegraph  of 
May  7th,  as  follows  : — 

Westminster. 
"  Better     war     pensions     were     again 
demanded  of  the  Government  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to-day. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  (Cons.)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Pensions  if  he  would  increase  the  rate  of 
the  attendant  allowance  and  extend  it  to  all 
men  of  both  wars  who  had  been  disabled 
in  the  highest  degree. 

Sir  Walter  Womersley  replied  that  the 
question  was  one  of  those  raised  in  the 
recent  debate  to  which  he  was  giving  his 
attention,  but  could  give  no  indication  of 
when  he  would  reach  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Erskine-Hill  (Cons.)  asked  for  a 
statement  on  the  British  Legion  (Scotland) 
declaration  of  policy. 

"  The  declaration,  which  involves  funda- 
mental changes  in  the  pensions  system,  was 
only  received  a  week  ago,"  Sir  Walter 
Womersley  answered,  "  and  I  am  not  at 
present  prepared  to  express  an  opinion 
on  it." 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  later  asked  Mr.  Eden, 
Leader  of  the  House,  whether  time  was  to 
be  found  to  discuss  the  motion  calling  for 
a  Select  Committee  to  examine  the  pensions 
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system,  to  which  more  than  one  hundred 
members  have  put  their  names. 

Mr.  Eden  replied  :  "  The  Government 
feel  doubtful  whether  this  is  a  moment  at 
which  a  Select  Committee  could  be  set  up 
with  advantage."  He  added  if  the  House 
wanted  a  discussion,  it  might  be  possible 
to  arrange  one  without  taking  the  motion. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  insisted  that  it  would  only 
waste  the  Government's  time  to  debate  the 
subject  generally  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  make  concessions.  "  Because  I  and  my 
friends  would  be  compelled  to  ask  for 
another  day  on  which  to  demand  a  Select 
Committee,"  he  explained. 

There  was  a  determined  ring  in  his  voice 
and  a  murmur  of  approval  from  the  House, 
which  led  Mr.  Eden  to  undertake  in  his 
most  conciliatory  manner  to  consider  the 
matter."  •        *        * 

We  learn  that  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners 
have  welcomed  the  call  for  action  in  our 
editorial  of  last  month,  and  are  taking  steps, 
in  conjunction  with  others,  to  get  in  touch 
with  their  M.P.s. 

St.  Dunstaners'  Orchestra  in 
Germany 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  by 
Sir  Ian  from  Driver  E.  Nash-Larkham,  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  Germany. 

"  When  I  lost  my  sight  it  was  one  of  my 
ambitions  to  have  an  orchestra  of  my  own. 
For  a  time  it  was  not  possible.  Then 
eventually  I  met  my  fellow  St.  Dunstaners. 
Alas  !  they  had  only  a  guitar.  Later,  thanks 
to  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  St.  Dunstan's,  a  piano 
and  accordion.  After  a  time,  with  much 
gentle  persuasion,  various  members  of  our 
school  were  brought  together.  More  instru- 
ments were  produced  from  various  sources, 
with  the  result  that  we  played  our  first  two 
pieces  in  front  of  Lord  Normanby  on 
February  15th.  Needless  to  say,  I  felt 
extremely  proud.  We  have,  by  public 
ballot  between  ourselves,  adopted  for  our 
signature  tune  the  song, '  Smile,  Darn  You, 
Smile.'  My  ambition  will  not  be  fully 
attained  until  I  am  able  to  present  it  to  you 
and  our  friends  in  England  personally. 

"  Thanks  to  the  magnificent  operation 
which  Major  Charters  performed  upon  me, 
I  have  almost  regained  normal  vision. 
But  deep  down  in  my  heart  my  interest  will 
always  remain  with  my  comrades  who  are 
not  so  fortunate  as  myself.  I  still  wear  my 
badge  very  proudly.  I  also  attend  my 
essons  in  the  braille  school  as  usual." 


Killed  in  Action 

With  deepest  regret  we  have  heard  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Robinson,  of  Tottenham, 
whose  son  had  been  posted  as  missing,  have 
now  heard  from  his  Commanding  Officer 
that  he  was  killed  in  a  tank  engagement. 

Promotions 

Fred  McAndrew,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
McAndrew,  of  Bournemouth,  has  obtained 
his  commission  and  is  now  a  Pilot  Officer 
in  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Briggs, 
of  Norwich,  now  serving  with  the  Eighth 
Army,  has  been  promoted  to  Lee. -Sergeant. 

Dick  Leonard,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leonard,  of  Woodingdean,  Brighton,  who 
has  been  serving  in  the  Middle  East  for  over 
two  years,  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Captain. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  "  Terry  "  Roden's  son  is 
now  a  Flight  Lieutenant  in  the  R.A.F. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Austin,    Pte.    D.    W.     (Wellingborough),     Royal 

Norfolk  Regt. 
Baker,  Pte.  A.  (Chaddesden),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Baker,  Pte.  W.  (Chaddesden),  G.S.C. 
Beckham,  Joan,  W.R.N.S. 
Best,  Pte.  N.  A.  (Goole),  P.T.W. 

BlLLINGTON,  L-Cpl.  A.  H. 

Brewer,  L-Bdr.  T.  (Preston),  A.A.  Regt. 

Brewer,  A.C.2  L.  D.  (Preston),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Brewer,  Stoker  II  A.  J.  Taylor,  Royal  Navy. 

Briggs,  L-Sergt.  Fitter  (Norwich),  Royal  Artillery. 

Coleman,   L.A.C.   P.    (Northampton),    R.A.F. 

Collins,  Pte.  H.  (Jarrow),  Pioneer  Corps. 

Cubitt,  L.A.C.W.  L.  D.,  W.A.A.F. 

Cubitt,  Pte.  J.  F.,  A.T.S. 

Cubitt,  Gunner  S.  R.,  Royal  Artillery. 

Dimond,  O.S.  S.,  Royal  Navy. 

Dimond,  Q\S.  R.  J.,  Royal  Navy. 

Gill,  Bomdr.  C.  E.,  Royal  Artillery. 

Healey,  O.S.   J.  (Manchester),  Royal  Navy. 

Irvine,  L.A.F.'B.,  R.N.A.S. 

•Isaac,  Cpl.  H.  (Glasgow),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Leeman,  Nevill,  Merchant  Navy. 

Leeman,  2nd  Wireless  Operator,  Merchant  Navy. 

Moss,  Driver  A.  (Bolton),  Royal  Engineers. 

Moss,  L.S.B.A.  J.  E.  (Bolton),  Royal  Navy. 

Nancarrow,  Freda,  W.R.N.S. 

O'Brien,    Pte.    F.    D.    (Skelmetsdale),    Hampshire 

Regt. 
O'Brien,  Driver  E.  (Skelmersdale),  R.A.S.C. 
Owen,  A.C.I  Arnold  (Liverpool),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Peach,  A.B.  F.  C,  Royal  Navy. 
Pimm,  A.C.2  S.,  A.C.T.W. 
Porter,    A.C.2    A.    H.    (late    Southampton,    now 

Kingston),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Porter,  L.A.C.  E.  F.  (Kingston),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Powell,  A.C.2  G.  (Stretton),  Royal  Air  Force, 
Sayers,  T.  (Bletchley),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Sim,  L.S.  W.  J.  rAberdeen),  Royal  Navy. 
Smith,  Pte.  E.  (Newbury),  Pioneer  Corps. 
Swingler,  A.C.I,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Weedall,  Radio  Officer  A.,  Royal  Navy, 
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Reading  Braille 

In  the  February  Review  and  other 
journals,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  asked  for  informa- 
tion and  advice  on  increasing  his  own  speed, 
and  the  best  method,  should  there  be  one, 
of  learning  to  read  braille.  Helpful  letters 
have  come  in  from  all  quarters.  Here  is  a 
summary  of  the  replies,  taking  those  of 
St.  Dunstan's  men  first : — 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
uniformity  in  their  teaching  in  the  early 
days  of  the  last  war.  Some  were  taught  to 
use  both  hands,  some  the  left  and  some  the 
right,  but  practically  without  exception  all 
now  use  one  hand  only.  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of  one  hand  is 
less  tiring  mentally,  but  there  are  other 
reasons.  One  is  that  those  who  are  crafts- 
men find  that  one  hand  becomes  coarsened  ; 
a  telephonist  points  out  that  the  dialling 
finger  becomes  roughened,  and  he  advises 
those  taking  up  telephony  to  read  with  the 
left  hand  in  any  case,  since  there  is  the 
advantage  of  looking  up  braille  records 
with  the  left  hand  while  the  right  can  be 
dialling  a  number.  It  must  be  remembered, 
too,  that  many  St.  Dunstaners,  through 
other  wounds  or  loss  of  a  hand  or  arm, 
were  forced  to  learn  with  one  hand. 

Generally  speaking,  each  one-handed 
reader  uses  his  fore-finger,  and  best  speeds 
average  just  under  three  minutes  for  a  page 
of  interpoint. 

An  exception  is  a  St.  Dunstaner  who  was 
taught  to  use  the  right  hand,  but  after  a 
close  study  and  practice  of  the  system — 
including  braille  music  and  French  braille — 
now  uses  both  hands.     He  says  : 

"  While  a  person  may  read,  quite  well  with 
one  hand  or  the  other,  I  am  convinced  that 
to  read  correctly,  and  with  speed,  one  must 
be  able  to  read  with  both  hands,  and,  as 
with  good  readers,  with  the  first  and  second 
fingers.  When  this  is  adopted  the  right 
hand  moves  some  words  ahead  of  the  left. 
The  reader  reads  the  word  his  left  hand  is 
resting  upon  while  his  right  is  travelling  and 
getting  the  sense  of  the  following  words. 
In  my  opinion,  while  it  is  more  difficult  to 
learn,  it  is  the  only  method  whereby 
clearness  of  sense  and  speed  can  be 
attained." 

His  average  speed  is  two-thirds  of  a 
minute  for  a  page  of  interpoint. 

One-handed  and  both-handed  users  agree 
on  two  golden  rules  for  attaining  accuracy 


and  speed — practice,  and  reading  aioud  as 
often  as  possible.  In  the  anxiety  for  speed 
in  reading  to  oneself,  there  is  the  tendency 
to  do  a  certain  amount  of  guess-work. 
Reading  aloud  corrects  this,  and  even  slow 
practice  eventually  increases  speed,  as  one 
St.  Dunstaner  (a  one-handed  reader)  points 
out.  He  proof-reads  braille,  a  necessarily 
slow  job,  and  after  two  years  found  that  his 
speed  had  increased,  the  inference  being 
that  careful  reading  had  given  his  finger  a 
keener  perception  of  outline. 

Practically  without  exception  the  replies 
from  the  civilian  blind  showed  that  those 
who  had  lost  their  sight  in  early  life  had  been 
taught  to  use  both  hands,  and  had  continued 
to  do  so.  Generally  they  used  the  two  fore- 
fingers. The  fastest  could  read  a  page  of 
interpoint  in  three-quarters  of  a  minute,  and 
there  were  many  who  averaged  one  to 
three  minutes.  Those  who  had  gone  blind 
late  in  life  used  one  hand  only,  and  were 
usually  self-taught. 

To  sum  up,  it  seems  that  two-handed 
reading  may  be  the  ideal,  but  one-handed 
reading  seems  to  suit  most  of  those  who  go 
blind  in  adult  life.  As  one  correspondent 
puts  it,  "  The  way  of  increasing  one's  speed 
is  to  widen  one's  field  of  touch."  Further- 
more, the  use  of  more  than  one  finger  is  a 
safeguard  against  injury,  a  considerable 
advantage  when  the  smallest  cut  or  abrasion 
is  sufficient  to  put  an  end  to  one-finger 
reading  for  a  time.  Where,  however,  one- 
handed  reading  is  necessary  for  any  reason, 
it  is  possible  to  increase  speed  by  regular 
practice  and  reading  aloud.  The  fingers 
should  be  kept  as  soft  and  sensitive  as 
possible,  and  suggestions  included  the  use 
of  lanoline  or  glymiel  jelly,  and  a  finger  stall 
or  gloves  when  rough  work  is  being  done. 

Lastly,  one  correspondent  wrote :  "  If 
Sir  Ian  wants  to  increase  his  speed,  he  must 
get  rid  of  his  Talking  Book." 

A  Reminder 

The  closing  date  of  the  Derby  Sweepstake 
(open  only  to  St.  Dunstaners)  is  Friday, 
June  11th. 

The  draw  will  be  made  on  Wednesday, 
June  16th,  and  those  drawing  a  horse  will 
be  notified  the  following  day. 

Tickets  are  half-a-crown  each.  Applica- 
tions should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  at 
Regent's  Park. 


St.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


"In    mentors/' 

Private  Percy  Farrar  Dixon 
(Royal  Engineers) 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  P.  F.  Dixon,  of  Batley. 

Enlisting  in  the  Royal  Engineers  in  1915,  he  served  until  September,  1918,  when  he  was 
discharged  from  the  Army  with  damaged  sight.  He  had  been  partially  blinded  during  a  gas 
attack  in  France. 

He  came  under  our  care  in  1920  and  was  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer ;  he  was  also  taught  a 
little  basket-making.  He  carried  on  with  his  poultry  farming  until  some  months  ago,  when 
he  had  to  take  things  very  quietly  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  suffered  greatly  for  some 
time  before  his  death.     He  died  at  his  home  on  April  21st. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  sent  for  the  funeral.  Members  of  Batley 
Conservative  Club,  of  which  he  was  an  honorary  member,  acted  as  bearers. 

Among  those  present  at  the  funeral  were  St.  Dunstaners  T.  E.  Skelly  and  H.  Gunson,  both 
of  Batley,  accompanied  by  Mis.  Skelly  and  Harold  Gunson. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Dixon  in  her  loss. 

Sapper  Herbert  William  Hale 
(Royal  Engineers) 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  H.  W.  Hale,  of  Croydon. 

As  a  result  of  wounds  received  at  Sanctuary  Wood,  in  1916,  he  was  totally  blind.  He 
commenced  business  as  a  boot  repairer,  in  which  his  son  helped  him  a  great  deal.  He  was 
a  keep  and  energetic  worker — a  fine  type  of  St.  Dunstaner.  His  wife,  in  spite  of  her  disability 
— she  was  paralysed — was  also  a  great  help  to  him,  and  did  the  stitching  of  the  boots.  Her 
death  in  1941  was  a  great  loss  to  him.  He  had  led  a  very  quiet  existence  since.  His  death  came 
suddenly  on  April  3rd,  after  he  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  the  previous  day. 

At  the  funeral,  which  took  place  locally,  a  St.  Dunstaner — B.  Jngrey — -and  Mrs.  Ingrey  were 
present.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comiades.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended 
to  his  family. 

Private  John  W.  March 
(Labour  Corps) 

We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  W.  March,  of  Sunderland. 

No  longer  a  young  man  when  he  enlisted  in  October,  1914,  he  served  for  some  four  and  a 
half  years ;  as  a  result  his  sight  was  seriously  damaged.  He  did  not,  however,  come  to  us  until 
October,  1927. 

He  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  mat-maker,  and  carried  on  with  these  occupations  for 
a  very  considerable  time,  reaching  a  high  standard. 

Since  1938,  however,  he  led  a  quiet  life.  Early  this  year  he  was  taken  ill  and  he  died  in 
hospital  on  April  10th,  1943. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  and  we  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  his 
wife  and  family. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

Jack  Edge,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edge, 
Burley,  to  Miss  Dorothy  Bracewell,  March 
20th. 

Bertie  Hammett.  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Hammett,  Carterton,  to  Miss  Patricia 
Brimelow,  March  13th. 

Alec  Jack,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Jack,  on  March  27th. 

Clare  Jerome,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  K.  Jerome,  Harwell,  to  Mr.  Edmund 
Horsfall  Skinner  (Royal  Armoured  Corps), 
on  April  3rd. 

Amy  March,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  March,  Sunderland,  to  Mr.  George 
Charles  Gossings  March  23rd. 


George  McFarlane,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs 
J.  McFarlane,  Barnhill,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Bruce,  December  31st. 

Sheila  Paterson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Paterson,  Thirsk,  to  L.A.C.  Reed, 
on  April  17th. 

Joan  Sayers,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  Sayers,  Northampton,  to  Sergt.  R.  Price, 
Dragoon  Guards,   on  February  20th. 

Deaths 

Northcott. — We  extend  our  very  sincere 
sympathy  to  E.  Northcott,  of  Chadwell 
Heath,    whose   wife   passed    away    very 
suddenly  on  April  29th. 
•        *        • 
We  have  heard  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  the  widows   of  two   St.    Dunstaners — 
Mrs.  Searle  and  Mrs.  Dennis  (Grimsby). 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

The  British  Legion  Conference 

AT  the  Whitsuntide  Conference  of  the  British  Legion,  forty  resolutions  were  discussed 
covering  all  aspects  of  pensions  reform.  Delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
demanded  a  change  in  the  Government's  attitude.  Rates  should  be  increased  and 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt  should  really  be  given  to  the  man  who  was  disabled  or  invalided. 
The  principal  points  of  interest  to  our  readers  were  that  pensions  for  the  two  wars  should 
be  the  same,  that  wives  and  children's  allowances  should  be  paid  whenever  a  man  gets 
married,  and  that  regulations  should  be  sufficiently  elastic  to  enable  attendance  and  other 
allowances  to  be  increased  for  the  most  severely  wounded.  These  are  familiar  points,  for 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  has  been  advocating  them  consistently  for  a  long  time  past. 

Brigadier  General  E.  R.  Fitzpatrick  was  elected  National  Chairman  and  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
was  elected  National  Vice-Chairman  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

In  an  interview,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  said  :  "  For  a  long  time  I  have  been  a  personal  friend 
of  the  new  Legion  Chairman,  Brigadier  General  Fitzpatrick.  The  Legion  cannot  have 
a  better  man  and  I  am  glad  to  work  with  him.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Legion's 
Pensions  Committee  and  he  and  I  have  had  many  discussions.  That  is  why  the  policy 
which  I  have  pursued  in  the  House  has  been  very  similar  to  that  of  the  Legion  as  a  whole. 
But  there  have  been  differences  of  emphasis  and  during  recent  months  there  have,  in  effect, 
been  three  campaigns,  namely  :  (1)  The  activities  of  the  British  Legion  in  England,  pursued 
through  their  representation  on  the  Minister's  Advisory  Committee,  and  by  helping  to 
stir  up  interest  in  the  Flouse  of  Commons  ;  (2)  The  proposals  of  the  British  Legion  in 
Scotland  ;  and  (3)  The  campaign  which  my  friends  and  I  have  waged  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and,  with  the  very  great  help  of  the  Press,  throughout  the  country.  These  three 
streams  of  thought  have  produced  their  effect  upon  the  Government  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  before  long  some  concessions  will  follow.  Whether  they  will  be  generous  enough 
I  cannot  say.  This  will  depend  to  some  extent  upon  the  continuation  of  pressure  upon 
M.P.s  and  the  Minister  during  the  next  few  weeks.  In  this  connection  I  should  like  to 
thank  many  ex-Servicemen,  including  St.  Dunstaners,  who  have  made  representations  to 
their  M.P.s,  and  to  urge  others  to  do  the  same. 

"  The  time  has  now  come,"  continued  Sir  Ian,  "  when  the  unanimous  voice  of  all 
ex-Servicemen  must  express  itself,  for  in  unity  is  strength." 

St.  Dunstan's  and  the  Legion  have  long  worked  together.  Major  Sir  Brunei  Cohen 
and  Captain  William  Appleby  represent  the  Legion  on  St.  Dunstan's  Executive  Council, 
and  we  are  glad  that  our  Chairman  now  has  a  place  in  the  National  Executive  Council  of 
the  Legion. 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


The  Derby  Sweepstake,  1943 

The  draw  for  the  Derby  Sweepstake  took 
place  at  Regent's  Park  on  Wednesday, 
June  16th,  and  was  made  by  F.  G. 
Richardson,  of  Kenley,  and  Stan  Barton, 
new  war  St.  Dunstaner  and  now  telephonist 
at  Headquarters,  in  the  presence  of  Miss 
Morrah,  the  Appeals  Organiser,  the  Over- 
seas Appeals  Secretary,  and  the  Editor  of 
the  Review. 

The  result  of  the  draw  was  as  follows  : — 

Horse  Ticket  No.  Name 

Anubis  II  196     W.  F.  Eades,  Virgina  Water 

Baman  753     L.  Johns,  Exeter 

Booby  Trap         418     A.  Harvey,  Guildford 
Brush  Off  583     W.  T.  Scott,  Streatham 

Deimos  996     J.  Walch,  Church  Stretton 

First  Edition     396     F.  W.  Boorman,  Alresford 
Flight  604     J.    Shepherd    (prisoner    of 

Commander  war  in  Germany) 

Harroway  290     R.  Wylie,  Bromley 

Herald  429     W.  Howarth,  Alton 

High  731     D.  Bee,  Bolton 

Chancellor 
Kings  way  1247     H.  Lea,  Hulland  Ward,  near 

Derby 
Merchant  71     W.   J.    Woodcock,    Saffron 

Navy  Walden 

Nasrullah  519     J.  L.  Brooke,  Sheffield 

Persian  Gulf    1031     V.  Cooper,  Brighton 
Pink  Flower       518     J.  L.  Brooke,  Sheffield 
Runway  788     C.  A.  Hancock,  West 

Drayton 
Straight  Deal1271     E.  J.  Lloyd,  Cardiff 
Tippet  867     H.  C.  Nightingale, 

Brighton 
Umiddad  154     W.  Hodgman,  Croydon 

Victory  Torch  380    E.  Fearn,  East  Kirby 
Wansford  355     W.  Burtenshaw,  Wimborne 

Way  In  333     W.  Higginson,  Ruislip 

Whirlaway         721     C.    H.    Brown,    Burton-on- 

Trent 
The  Field  492     J.  W.  Abbs,  Dereham 

1,432  tickets  were  sold — a  total  of 
£179.  As  announced  in  the  April  Review, 
10  per  cent,  was  devoted  to  the  Comforts 
Fund,  which  therefore  benefits  to  the 
extent  of  £17  18s.  After  deducting 
£5  7s.  Od.  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  and 
postage,  a  balance  of  £155  15s.  0d.,was  left 
to  be  distributed  in  accordance  with  the 
printed  rules. 
First   (50%),  £77  17s.  6d.,  E.  J.  Lloyd, 

Cardiff. 
Second  (20%),  £31    3s.  0d.,  W.  Hodgman, 

Croydon. 

Third  (10%),  £15  lis.  6d.,  J.  L.  Brooks, 

Sheffield. 

All  the  above  horses  started  in  the  race, 
and  the  holders  of  these  tickets  receive 
£1  lis.  2d.  each.  The  three  big  prizes  are 
being  paid  in  cash  and  in  National  Savings 
certificates. 


In  Brief 

A  second  broadcast  from  St.  Dunstan's 
men  at  Tembani,  Cape  Town,  to  relatives 
and  friends  in  this  country  took  place  on 
Thursday  night,  June  24th.  Reception  was 
not  quite  so  good  as  on  the  previous 
occasion,  but  the  recorders  sounded  in 
great  form.       ^         *         * 

J.  Haylock,  of  Ickleton,  made  a  mat  with 
"  V  for  Victory "  in  the  centre  which 
produced  £10  18s.  for  the  local  Wings  for 
Victory  week. 

•  *        • 

Harry  Costigan  is  back  in  this  country 
after  touring  with  ENS  A  in  the  Middle 
East,  a  journey  which  has  entailed  travelling 
some  20,000  miles.  He  has  been  away  for 
eighteen  months. 

*  •        • 

Our  Canadian  St.  Dunstaner,  Dan  Barker, 
now  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  was  one  of  the 
first  buyers  of  Fourth  Victory  Loan  bonds 
when  the  campaign  opened  in  Canada.  A 
long  article  appeared  about  him  in  the  local 
paper,  together  with  a  picture  of  him 
actually  making  his  application. 

*  •        • 

Sgt.  Alan  Nichols  has  challenged  Ron 
Vincent  to  a  ten-mile  walk  on  September 
4th  next  (the  27th  anniversary  of  his 
"  knock-out  ")  for  £10  a  side.  The  walk 
is  to  take  place  at  Church  Stretton  under 
St.  Dunstan's  walking  rules.  Vincent  has 
accepted  the  challenge. 

Nick  writes  :  "  If  I  lose  this  '  tenner  ' 
I  shall  win  a  packet  worth  more  than  a  wad 
of  notes." 

•  •        • 

C.  E.  Temperton,  of  Ingleton,  Carnforth, 
has  just  finished  a  good  job  of  work.  His 
son,  Dennis,  had  been  asked  to  put  a 
number  of  windows  in  a  nearby  farmhouse. 
Unfortunately,  he  had  a  bad  accident  to  his 
hand  and  so  his  father  took  the  job  on — with 
complete  success.  Another  job  he  did 
some  time  ago  was  the  repair  of  a  cycle — 
a  puncture  of  the  inner  tube. 

St.  Dunstaner  Wins  D.C.M. 

Sgt.  Leslie  Thompson,  blinded  at  El 
Alamein  and  now  at  Church  Stretton,  has 
been  awarded  the  D.C.M.  "  for  gallant  and 
distinguished  conduct  while  in  action  in  the 
Middle  East."  He  was  blinded  while 
clearing  a  minefield. 

In  due  course  he  will  go  to  the  Palace  to 
be  decorated  by  the  King. 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW? 


Church  Stretton  Notes 

Our  local  "  Wings  for  Victory  "  week 
was  held  in  the  last  week  of  May,  and  our 
Chairman,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  performed  the 
opening  ceremony  at  the  village  fountain. 
In  spite  of  torrential  showers — the  first  rain 
we  had  had  for  some  weeks — several  of  us 
went  down  to  support  him ;  this  is  no 
reflection  on  the  very  narrow  platform, 
where  the  only  support  and  shelter  was 
afforded  by  a  lamp-post. 

Our  own  Fete  on  the  following  Wednes- 
day was  opened  by  Flight  Lieut.  Cooper, 
who  is  training  here  as  a  massage  student ; 
saying  how  honoured  he  felt  that  he  should 
be  chosen  to  appeal  for  help  for  the  Service 
in  which  he  had  taken  his  part,  he  referred 
to  our  efforts  of  the  two  previous  years,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  we  would  surpass 
the  goodly  total  of  £2,380,  but  by  May  28th 
we  had  reached  £2,669  5s.,  and  there  were 
still  further  sums  to  come  in.  For  example, 
there  were  constant  demands  for  copies  of 
a  very  ingenious  Missing  Word  Competi- 
tion, at  6d.  per  copy,  devised  as  a  relaxation 
by  Miss  McAndrew  and  Matron  Pain  during 
their  Easter  holiday,  and  it  looks  as  if  they 
will  spend  a  still  more  relaxing  Whitsuntide 
in  correcting  the  solutions  ! 

This  year  the  Director  decided  that  the 
Fete  should  be  organised  by  a  Committee, 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  Nugee.  with 
Lady  Buckmaster  as  Secretary.  He  formed 
a  Committee,  of  which  St.  Dunstaners 
formed  the  majority,  and  right  well  they 
did  their  job.  Every  man  had  an  active 
part,  whether  as  a  stall-holder,  a  ticket- 
seller,  an  artiste,  or  a  long-suffering  pupil. 
Receipts  from  gate  money  and  refreshments 
showed  an  increase  on  last  year,  raffles  were 
well  patronised,  and  some  old  favourites 
among  side-shows  had  not  lost  their  appeal. 
Among  novelties,  "  Bombing  Berlin  "  was 
a  timely  and  popular  attraction. 

It  was  gratifying  to  note  the  interest 
shown  in  the  workshops,  where  mat- 
making,  carpentry  and  meccano  were  on 
view.  Braille,  shorthand  and  typing  lessons 
went  on  amid  the  din  of  the  "  chippy  shop," 
and  visitors  were  invited  to  dictate  a 
message  or  slogan  to  a  shorthand  pupil,  and 
carry  away  half-a-yard  or  so  at  6d.  per  strip. 

Happily,  it  was  fine  enough  to  hold  the 
Mock  Auction  out-of-doors  ;  thus  unlimited 
numbers  could  attend,  and  all  other  shows 
were  deserted  for  this  popular  event,  where 
the   highest  bidder   secures   not   only   the 


coveted  object  but  also  Savings  certificates 
to  the  value  of  the  money  bid.  Tony 
Naumann  and  R.  Ettridge  were  the 
Auctioneers,  with  Orderly  Freeland  as  their 
"  stooge,"  and  as  fast  as  one  exhausted 
himself  by  his  eloquence,  the  other  took 
up  the  wondrous  tale.  By  dint  of  masterly 
argument  and  insinuations,  pleadings  and 
blandishments  they  secured  the  record  sum 
of  £2,432  2s.  9d. 

Last  year  the  crowd  in  the  dance-hut 
nearly  brought  the  radiators  to  grief,  so  this 
year  it  was  decided  that  we  must  limit  our 
numbers,  both  at  the  two  entertainments  and 
at  the  dance,  but  a  concert  was  given  the 
following  Friday,  at  the  Home  Institute, 
for  those  who  had  been  crowded  out  on  the 
Wednesday. 

The  Committee  has  written  thanking  all 
who  helped  to  make  our  effort  such  a 
success,  including  the  Band,  who  played 
afternoon  and  evening. 

Whilst  preparations  for  the  Fete  have 
occupied  much  of  our  leisure  since  the 
Easter  holidays,  we  have  found  time  to 
enjoy  the  company  of  our  friends  in  Stretton, 
Shrewsbury,  and  Ludlow,  some  of  whom 
have  acted  as  escorts  and  hosts  unremittingly 
since  St.  Dunstan's  came  up  here. 

The  night  after  the  holidays  we  sped  to  a 
Dance,  given  by  the  Aluminium  Co.  at 
Shrewsbury,  and  the  next  week  the  Ludlow 
ladies,  not  to  be  outdone,  invited  us  for 
another  of  their  Social  evenings.  On  the 
28th  we  were  not  too  wearied  by  our  labours 
of  the  previous  day  to  enjoy  a  Dance  at 
Dorrington. 

We  have  had  three  lectures  this  month ; 
the  first  by  Mr.  Gaskell,  from  the  Ministry 
of  Information,  on  "  The  Progress  of  the 
War."  His  cheery,  easy  style  dispelled  the 
idea  that  these  talks  are  propaganda,  pure 
and  simple.  The  lecturer  leads  his  audience 
on  to  hope  for  some  special  private  informa- 
tion, only  to  break  off  with  "  my  lips  are 
sealed."  He  left  us  full  of  hope  and  convic- 
tion that  there  was  a  good  time  coming  ! 

On  the  10th,  Miss  Armedingen,  the 
Russian  authoress  who  has  settled  in  Church 
Stretton,  spoke  on  "  Russia."  Her  Auto- 
biography To-morrow  will  come,  won  the 
"  Atlantic  "  prize  some  years  ago,  and  her 
latest,  Frossia,  bids  fair  to  becoming  a  best- 
seller. Coming  from  the  old  aristocracy, 
it  was  interesting  to  hear  her  tolerant, 
broad-minded  views,  and  her  hope  for  her 
beloved  native  land. 
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The  prospect  of  a  talk  on  "  Eggs,"  by 
Mr.  Davenport,  brought  a  full  house, 
appreciating  as  we  do  those  rare  occasions 
when  we  are  treated  to  hear  his  clever 
speeches,  tempered  with  kindly  wit.  We 
were  kept  guessing  until  the  last  moment  as 
to  the  particular  species  of  egg  which  would 
be  his  subject,  and  what  might  have  been 
a  dry,  biological  dissertation  from  an  old- 
time  scientist  became  a  delightful,  informa- 
tive talk,  which  left  us,  like  Oliver  Twist, 
asking  for  more. 

On  his  last  visit  here,  Sir  Ian  was  accom- 
panied by  General  Montague,  a  distin- 
guished Canadian  lawyer,  who  is  Advocate 
General  for  the  Canadian  Forces  in  England. 
In  spite  of  many  pressing  engagements,  he 
spared  time  to  address  us  in  the  lounge,  and 
gave  us  a  very  clear  and  encouraging  idea 
of  what  Canada  is  doing  towards  the  war 
effort,  and  the  loyalty  of  this  great  Dominion 
to  the  Mother  Country.  The  figures  he 
quoted  showed  some  startling  annual 
increases  in  all  Services,  as  well  as  in  output, 
and  material. 

This  generation  of  St.  Dunstaners  is  very 
keen  on  learning,  and  old-timers  would 
marvel  to  hear  many  asking  for  a  minimum 
of  two  braille  lessons  a  day.  "  Tigers  " 
devour  every  scrap  of  braille  lying  about  in 
their  lair,  and  ask  to  come  over  for  lessons 
directly  they  are  convalescent. 

An  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  takes  pride 
of  place  in  the  lounge  at  Longmynd,  and  a 
terrestrial  globe,  with  raised  markings,  is 
the  latest  scientific  acquisition.  But  our 
tastes  are  catholic,  and  many  a  classical 
concert  is  drowned  by  crooning.  Still, 
here  are  some  good  records  : — 

Passed  Braille  Writing  Test.— E.  Ward, 
F.  Morgan,  B.  Priest,  M.  Delaney,  H.  Piper, 

Passed  Braille  Interline  Reading. — 
J.  Delaney. 

Passed  Braille  Typing  Test. — A.  Laird, 
L.  Thompson,  R.  Ettridge,  J.  Hancock. 

St.  Dunstaners  will  grieve  to  hear  of  the 
loss  of  one  of  their  good  friends,  Mrs.  Cooke 
Smith,  who  died  in  Switzerland  last  April. 
She  was  a  braille  teacher  during  the  last 
war  and  many  of  us  have  happy  memories  of 
her    warm-hearted    generosity. 

She  had  lost  her  husband  only  a  few 
months  previously.  Her  sister,  Miss 
Collins,  who  also  taught  braille  at  Regent's 
Park  and  Brighton,  is  still  in  Switzerland. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Miss  E.  Aldred 
(21),     Munitions     Worker,     Warrington ; 


Lce.-Cpl.  R.  Birchall  (21),  The  Buffs, 
Ashford,  Kent ;  Arm.-Sgt.  E.  Armes  (33), 
Royal  Canadian  Army,  Ontario  ;  Pte.  T. 
Simmons  (21),  The  Buffs,  Morden,  Surrey  ; 
Pte.  F.  Madgwick  (21),  Parachute  Battn., 
Worcester  Park,  Surrey ;  Gdsmn.  A. 
Reynolds,  Grenadier  Guards,  Moreton, 
Cheshire;  L.A.C.  D.  Barnes  (21).  R.A.F., 
Evesham,  Worcs.  ;  Pte.  H.  Lee  (24),  East 
Surrey  Regt.,  London. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  to  return 
to  Duty.— L.A.C.  R.  Britton,  R.A.F. ; 
F-O.  R.  Wall,  R.A.F.V.R.  ;  Pte.  B.  Kilsby. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  and  Seeking 
Civilian  Employment. —  Gdsmn.  T. 
Dinning  ;  Pte.  H.  Lee. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  and  later 
to  be  Transferred  to  Training. — A-Sgt.  J. 
Riley;  Pte.  I.  Darling;  Fus.  G.  Bilcliff; 
Cpl.  J.  Jolly ;  Gnr.  J.  Lee. 

Blackpool  Notes 

More  raffle  news.  A  cake  dish,  given  by 
Mrs.  Martindale,  raised  £2  12s.  and  was 
won  by  one  of  our  auxiliary  staff,  Mrs. 
Hutchisom.  A  shopping  basket,  made  by 
Jock  McAvoy,  of  Maughline,  raised 
£3  5s.  6d.,  and  was  won  by  one  of  our  most 
faithful  escorts,  Mrs.  Buck.  It  was  a  very 
popular  win. 

During  the  Blackpool  Appeals  week  two 
bananas — real  ones — were  given  to  be 
auctioned.  The  bidding  went  up  to  £5 — 
then  the  winner  gave  them  back  for  re- 
auction.  Mrs.  Buck  again  joined  in  the 
bidding  and  got  them  herself  for  £2  10s.— 
she  then  raffied  them — making  £3  10s.  By 
this  time  it  was  a  case  of  "  these  were 
bananas — those  were — but  now  we  say 
that  the  price  of  bananas  in  Blackpool  was 
£11  per  pair.  Now  you  will  see  why  Mrs. 
Buck  was  a  popular  winner  of  the  basket. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  "  famous  khaki 
shirt  "—signed  by  200  prisoners  of  war  in 
Manilla  and  brought  here  by  a  repatriated 
prisoner.  At  a  dance — also  "  given  in  aid 
of" — the  shirt  was  auctioned  and  raised 
£17  10s.  I  borrowed  this  interesting 
"  record  "  and  have  copied  as  many  of  the 
names  as  possible,  hoping  that  the  local 
paper  will  print  the  list.  Already  we  have 
had  one  name  recognised  by  the  father  and 
mother-in-law  of  one  of  the  prisoners. 

A.  Vaughan  Davies. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances,  we 
regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
publish  a  Gardening  Supplement  this  month. 
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Points  from  Pensions  Campaign 

Here  are  extracts  from  some  of  the  many 
letters  received  by  Sir  Ian  Fraser  : — 

"  I  raised  the  pensions  matter  at  the  last 
meeting  of  our  Legion  Branch  Committee 
and  it  was  agreed  that  a  letter  should  be  sent 
to  our  M.P.,  Sir  William  Wayland.  At  our 
Empire  Day  parade  I  was  introduced  to 
Sir  William.  I  therefore  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning  the  matter.  He 
assured  me  that  he  was  very  interested  and 
that  you  have  his  support." 

C.  F.  Fleetwood,  Heme  Bay. 

"  You  must  be  busy  with  all  the  added 
strain  of  trying  to  make  the  M.P.s  see  that 
justice,  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the. 
war  aims,  should  begin  at  home." 

E.  Mills,  Walsall. 

"  You  have  proved  your  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  your  fellow  ex-Servicemen,  and 
I  know  you  will  always  live  up  to  the  high 
ideals  of  our  great  movement,  the  British 
Legion."  John  Gard,  Crediton. 

(Not  a  St.  Dunstaner  but  a  disabled 

soldier  with  badly  damaged  sight.) 

"  Some  time  ago  I  set  about  putting  our 
case  to  our  M.P.  I  did  not  entertain  much 
hope,  for  there  is  always  difficulty  when  the 
subject  of  increase  in  pensions  is  asked  for. 
Not  only  did  our  Member,  Sir  Arnold 
Gridley,  reply,  but  his  secretary  made 
contact  with  me.  I  left  it  to  the  wife  to 
emphasise  how  far  £1  went  in  the  way  of 
purchases.  We  concluded  the  enquiry  the 
best  of  friends."  A.  Abram,  Reddish. 

"  Please  send  me  six  copies  of  the 
Debate  in  order  that  I  may  hand  them  to 
the  British  Legion  Council  in  Leeds." 

E.  Russell,  Leeds, 
(new  war  St.  Dunstaner). 

"  It  would  be  greatly  appreciated  if  you 
could  let  me  have  at  least  six  copies  of  the 
supplement  for  distribution  among  the 
Executive  Committee  and  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Wallington  and  Bedlington 
branch  of  the  Legion." 

J.  H.  Rawlinson,  Wallington. 

"  Could  I  have  two  or  three  copies  of  the 
Pensions  Debate,  as  I  want  to  give  them 
to  my  councillor  and  the  Limbless  ex- 
Servicemen's  Secretary.  I  have  given  the 
copy  you  sent  me  to  the  Secretary  of  our 
British  Legion  branch." 

J.  Peel,  Wibsey,  Bradford. 

"  Could  you  let  me  have  three  copies  of 
the  war  pensions  report.  I  can  make  good 
use  of  them."     N.  A.  Ramsden,  Oxford. 


Sir  Ian  continues  to  press  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Select  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  whole  question  of  war  pensions. 
Already  more  than  160  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment of  all  parties  have  put  down  their  names 
in  support  of  his  motion.  Here  are  some 
points  from  his  recent  speeches  : — 

On  June  3rd,  in  a  question  to  Mr.  Attlee, 
Deputy  Prime  Minister,  asking  if  he  could 
state  whether  Government  will  give  a  day, 
and  if  so  when,  for  a  Debate  on  the  Motion 
which   stands   in  his   name: 

"  Does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  realise 
that  the  Select  Committee  which  was  set 
up  in  1919  reported  to  this  House  within 
three  and  a  half  months  of  its  setting  up, 
and  that  two  and  a  half  months  have  already 
passed  since  we  had  a  big  Debate  in  this 
House  ?  " 

At  Manchester,  on  June  4th  : 

"  Widespread  reforms  in  war  pensions  is 
necessary.  If  that  could  not  be  carried  out 
by  administrative  action  now,  a  Select 
Committee  should  be  appointed.  Recon- 
struction in  the  nation's  physical  and  social 
life  must  take  time  to  solve,  but  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  lives  of  our  severely  wounded 
cannot  wait.  They  must  have  adequate 
compensation,  the  best  training  that  money 
and  skill  can  provide,  encouragement  to 
marry,  and  substantial  additional  help  for 
their  wives  and  children  if  their  disability 
is  so  severe- that  they  cannot  take  an  active 
part  in  commercial  and  industrial  life." 

At  Edinburgh,  May  29th  : 

"  The  allowances  paid  to  the  seriously 
disabled  are  in  many  cases  comparable  with, 
and  in  some  cases  below  the  standard  of 
subsistence  which  has  generally  been  recog- 
nised in  public  debate  on  the  Beveridge 
Report  as  the  absolute  minimum,  whereas 
compensation  for  men  disabled  in  the 
highest  degree  in  the  service  of  the  country 
has  hitherto  been  thought  to  include  some 
element  of  pure  compensation  to  provide 
comfort  and  amenity  over  mere  subsistence." 

At  Cardiff,  May  24th  :— 

"  It  is  the  duty,  in  my  judgment,  of  the 
British  Legion,  which  is  the  strongest 
Service  organisation  covering  the  whole 
country,  and  which  has  some  splendid 
stalwarts  in  its  ranks,  so  to  organise  itself 
that  every  Member  of  Parliament  is 
conscious  of  the  need  and  hardship  in  his 
own  constituency,  and  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  persistently  informed  of  the 
feeling  in  the  country." 
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Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Hughie, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Mitchell,  of  Leith, 
has  been  reported  missing,  and  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rowe,  of  Burslem,  have  been  notified 
that  their  son,  Geoffrey,  is  missing.  The 
notice  adds  :  "  Might  be  prisoner." 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages. 

The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Allen,  More- 
cambe,  to  Miss  Bailey,  Keighley,  on  November  25th. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Back,  Shaldon, 
near  Teignmouth,  to  Mr.  Howard  Phillips,  R.N., 
April  19th. 

Rosina,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  T.  Hill, 
Bristol,  to  Marine  Jack  Westaway,  March  20th. 

Audrey,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Lane,  Bow, 
Devon,  to  Mr.  Roderick  Williams,  February  15th. 

Leading  Seaman  R.  H.  Palmer,  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  H.  R.  Palmer,  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  to  Miss  Mary 
Squires,  in  December  last. 

Peggy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Ashworth,  of 
Burnley,  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Roberts,  Merchant  Navy,  on 
March  27th. 

Betty,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Thomas, 
Cranbrook,  to  Gunner  Roome,  February  20th. 

Captain  H.  J.  McAndrew,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
McAndrew,  of  Bournemouth,  now  serving  overseas, 
to  Mile.  Andree  Brayet  (Algiers  University),  on 
March  30th. 

Geoffrey,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Stanners,  High 
Wycombe,  to  Miss  Margaret  Adye,  on  August  6th. 

Edith,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prendell,  Penn, 
near  High  Wycombe,  on  April  20th,  to  Charles 
Crick,  Royal  Artillery. 

Lizzie,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Massey, 
Reading,  on  January  12th,  to  Petty  Officer  Richard 
Power,  R.N. 

Lilian,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Colclough, 
Hanley,  to  James  Hall,  on  May  16th. 

Kathleen,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ahrens, 
Stafford  (now  of  the  A.T.S.),  to  Douglas  Spooner, 
Royal  Artillery,  on  April  25th. 

L-Bdr.  Stephen  Sephton,  R.A.,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  Sephton,  St.  Helens,  to  Miss  Gladys  Harmer, 
on  October  31st,  1942. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Ahrens,  Pte.  F.,  I.T.C. 

Ballard  (Mrs.  B.  M.  Appleton),  W.A.A.F. 

Barnes,    Sigmn.    R.   W.    (High    Wycombe),    A.A. 

Signal  Unit. 
Carter,  Sergt.  Instructor  C.  A.  (Southend),  Royal 

Artillery. 
Boothman,  A.C.2  J.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Coussins,  Pte.  L.  (Glasgow),  R.B.Y.F.H. 
Dixon,  Joyce  (Watford),  Women's  Land  Army. 
Evans,  Tessa  (Carmarthen),  W.A.A.F. 
Edwards,  Sig.  R.  D.  (Denbigh),  Royal  Artillery. 
McAndrew,  P/O.  F.  W.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Mackay,    Sig.    W.    J.    (Thurso),    Royal   Corps    of 

Signals. 
McDonald,  Isa  (Glasgow),  A.T.S. 
Palmer,  Fusilier  J.  W.  (Wargrave),  I.T.C. 
Parker,  Raymond  (Star  and  Garter),  Royal  Navy. 
Roberts,  Vera  (Southend),  A.T.S. 
Thorpe,  Driver  R.  (Chelmsford),  R.A.S.C. 
Turncock,  Pte.  J.,  P.T.C. 


St.  Dunstaner  Ordained 

On  Sunday,  June  20th,  Dennis  Pettitt,  of 
Northampton,  was  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
the  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  and  has  now 
taken  up  his  duties  as  a  curate  at  St.  James's 
Church,  Duston,  Northampton. 

We  offer  sincere  congratulations  to  the 
Rev.  Pettitt,  and  our  very  good  wishes  for 
his  success  in  his  new  calling. 

A  Fine  Effort 

When  Corporal  Neville  Moore,  son  of 
the  late  W.  Moore,  of  Southport,  returned 
wounded  from  the  Middle  East,  he  brought 
with  him  a  tasselled  black  hat  and  a  spun 
silk  sash,  once  the  property  of  an  Italian 
general.  He  also  brought  with  him  a  long 
peaked  white  cap  of  one  of  Rommel's 
Panzer  troops.  These  interesting  souvenirs 
were  offered  for  auction  at  the  Mayor's  Ball 
and  £11  10s.  has  been  sent  to  St.  Dunstan's 
as  a  result  of  it,  the  Lord  Mayor  giving  the 
general's  hat  back  to  Neville  to  keep  as  a 
souvenir. 

Marriage 

Stanley— Jones. — On  June  12th,  at  Market 
Harborough,  Gilbert  Stanley,  new  war 
St.  Dunstaner,  to  Miss  Phyllis  Jones. 
The  bride  was  given  away  by  a  St. 
Dunstaner  of  the  last  war,  Leslie  White, 
now  an  instructor  at  Church  Stretton. 
Miss  Jones  nursed  her  husband  when  he 
was  in  hospital,  after  being  blinded  at 
Narvik,  and  before  he  came  to  St. 
Dunstan's.  He  is  now  a  telephonist  with 
his  old  firm. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  who  are 
celebrating  their  anniversary  :  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  Carter,  Southend,  August,  1942;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Reed,  Barry,  September  12th, 
1942  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Palfrey,  Barry  Dock, 
February  9th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Kayne, 
Natal,  South  Africa,  March  31st;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Watson,  Manor  Park,  May  18th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Smith,  Melbourne,  June 
1st ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Hodkin,  Teignmouth, 
June  15th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Dimond,  East 
Grinstead,  June  22nd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.    C.    Jackson,    Ashford,    July   17th. 

For  Sale 

Ermine  Rex  Rabbits,  born  February 
14th,  1943.  Dame  and  sire,  prize-winners. 
Does,  £1  ;  bucks,  15s.  Pairs,  30s. — P. 
Holmes,  Pinfold  Lodge,  Woburn,  Bletchley, 
Bucks. 


JT.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


"  Forward  " 

We  have  received  the  first  copy  of 
"  Forward,"  a  bulletin  of  news  and  informa- 
tion for  guide  dog  owners.  Guide  dog 
owners  will  recognise  the  aptness  of  its 
title — the  first  of  all  guide  dog  commands. 
It  contains  interesting  facts,  delightful 
anecdotes  and,  in  general,  is  a  most  readable 
magazine.  Its  Editor  is  Capt.  N.  Liakhoff, 
the  well-known  director  of  the  Guide  Dog 
organisation. 

The  Bulletin  is  also  published  in  braille, 
and  a  braille  copy  will  be  sent  on  request 
to  any  guide  dog  owner  who  has  not 
already  received  one. 

Enquiries  are  welcomed  from  readers  on 
any  matters  connected  with  the  care  of 
guide  dogs,  with  the  Association,  or  with 
any  aspect  of  the  Guide  Dog  movement. 

We  wish  "  Forward  "  the  best  of  luck. 

The  Blind  in  Air  Raids 

From  the  "  Star,"  May  21th— 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  (Con.,  Lonsdale)  asked  the 
Home  Secretary  to-day  whether,  where  the 
husband  or  wife  was  a  registered  blind 
person,  or  was  disabled  in  the  highest 
degree,  he  would  grant  exemption  from 
fire  watching  duties  to  the  other  partner. 

Mr.  Morrison  :  I  agree  that  these  persons 
ought  not  to  be  left  unattended  during  air 
raids,  but  I  think  it  should  be  left  to  the 
hardship  committee  to  decide  who  should 
be  exempted. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  :  Do  you  intend  that  local 
officers  may  use  their  discretion  ? 

Mr.  Morrison  :  Yes. 

St.  Dunstaner  Meets  General  Smuts 

From  the  "  Daily  Express  "May  22nd — 

Capetown  Friday. — A  meeting  between 
Sapper  David  Bell,  22,  Edinburgh,  who 
lost  both  his  hands  as  well  as  his  sight  in 
the  Middle  East  campaign,  and  General 
Smuts,  South  African  Premier,  has  just  been 
made  public. 

David,  who  is  being  trained  as  a  typist 
at  St.  Dunstan's,  in  South  Africa,  was 
escorted  to  the  general  by  Sir  James  Ross, 
a  representative  of  the  British  Air  Ministry 
in  the  Union. 

General  Smuts  had  a  long  talk  with 
David,  and  asked  him  how  he  was  pro- 
gressing with  his  typing  lessons. 

Bell  was  tremendously  thrilled  at  meeting 
the  Premier,  especially  when  the  general 
removed  his  silver  "  V  "  brooch  from  his 
lapel  and  pinned  it  on  the  blind  man's  coat. 


The  Bridge  Club 
Continues  its  Activities 

Much  pleasure  and  good  bridge  have 
been  enjoyed  by  many  members  and  friends 
of  the  Bridge  Club  during  the  past  three 
months. 

March  20th  saw  our  first  peak  day  of  the 
season,  when  two  teams  of  four,  captained 
by  J.  Hughes  and  R.  Coles,  played  a 
duplicate  match,  the  former  team  winning 
a  most  enjoyable  game. 

Saturday,  April  17th,  was  a  grand  day; 
the  fact  that  King  Sol  behaved  so  splendidly 
enabled  us  to  play  a  match  against  the  Civil 
Service,  captained  by  our  mutual  friend, 
John  Waller,  but  I  am  sorry  to  state  the 
Civil  Service  won. 

Our  third  peak  day  was  on  May  15th, 
when  once  again  we  were  able  to  play  on 
the  lawn,  and  this  time  we  all  enjoyed  a 
thoroughly  good  bridge  drive.  Our  Cap- 
tain carried  out  the  onerous  duties  of  M.C., 
and  the  winners  were  Messrs.  F.  Winter 
and  A.  Ozanne,  Mrs.  Gover  and  R.  Coles. 

On  other  Saturdays  several  league  matches 
have  been  played,  and  in  these  matches 
much  has  been  done  to  enable  all  members 
to  play  against  each  other  more  often. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  those  ladies 
who  come  along  on  peak  Saturdays  to 
arrange  the  tea  for  us. 

We  are  again  visiting  Harrogate  this  year, 
and  on  July  3rd  we  are  taking  the  waters 
for  a  week.  We  hope  to  do  better  than  last 
year,  but  in  any  case  we  shall  have  a  really 
happy  and  enjoyable  time. 

The  arrangements  for  the  Harrogate  trip 
are  in  the  capable  hands  of  Messrs.  A.  Field 
and  J.  Morrison,  both  of  Harrogate. 

R.P.C. 
Killed  by  Enemy  Action 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  St.  Dunstaners 
will  hear  of  the  death  of  another  "  Good 
Companion  " — Miss  Simmonds — as  the 
result  of  enemy  action.  Miss  Simmonds 
was  a  charming  person,  and  was  a  very  good 
friend  to  many  of  our  men. 

Birth 

Bithell.— To  the  wife  of  W.  Bithell,  of 
Waltney,  Chewter,  on  May  16th,  a 
daughter,  their  first  child. 

Death 

Morton. — We  offer  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  J.  A.  Morton,  of  Saunderton,  whose 
wife  died  on  June  8th  after  a  long  and 
painful  illness. 
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"lit    UmorQ" 


Private  Robert  Baker 
{13th  Northumberland  Fusiliers) 
We  record  with  very  deep  regret  the  death  of  R.  Baker,  of  Chaddesden. 

Enlisting  as  early  as  September  8th,  1914,  he  was  discharged  in  April,  1917,  after  having 
been  blinded  in  France  the  previous  year. 

He  was  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's  as  a  boot  repairer  and  mat-maker,  and  carried  on  with  these 
occupations,  in  addition  to  running  a  little  business,  for  many  years.  He  had,  however,  been 
very  far  from  fit  for  some  time  and  had  latterly  been  only  able  to  do  a  little  rug-making. 

His  health  completely  failed  some  months  ago  and  he  passed  away  at  his  home  on  May  9th. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

He  leaves  a  wife  and  five  children,  to  whom  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy.  One  of  his 
sons  in  the  Forces  was  able  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Lance  Corporal  John  William  Broadbent 
{Highland  Eight  Infantry) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  W.  Broadbent,  of  Rosyth. 

As  an  old  soldier  he  saw  much  service  before  the  Great  War.  He  was  wounded  at  Vimy 
Ridge  in  July,  1916,  which  caused  his  blindness.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  January  of  the 
following  year  and  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  mat-maker.  He  was  a  very  keen  and 
hard  worker,  and  carried  on  at  one  or  other  of  these  occupations  for  many  years — he  also,  at 
one  time,  had  a  little  confectionery  business  as  a  side-line. 

His  health  was  never  very  good,  and  in  late  years  he  had  to  be  content  to  do  just  a  little  mat- 
making  and  wool  rug-making.  He  was  ill  for  a  considerable  time,  and  had  a  short  stay  in 
hospital,  but  his  death  came  unexpectedly.     It  took  place  at  his  home  in  Rosyth  on  April  30th. 

He  was  buried  in  Douglas  Bank  Cemetery,  and  St.  Dunstaner  Printie  and  Airs.  Printie  attended 
the  funeral.     A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  four  children,  to  whom  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

Sapper  Patrick  Hennessey 
{Royal  Engineers) 
We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  P.  Hennessey,  of  Charleville,  Ireland. 

Although  not  a  young  man,  he  enlisted  in  1917,  and  was  discharged  in  1919  with  damaged 
sight  as  a  result  of  service.  He  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's,  however,  until  July,  1933,  when 
he  was  quite  an  elderly  man,  and  did  not  undertake  any  serious  training,  but  he  did  a  little 
rug-making  for  some  years. 

He  was  taken  ill  in  April  of  this  year  with  heart  trouble  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  Mallow 
Hospital.  He  rallied  for  a  time,  to  the  amazement  of  the  doctors,  but  he  died  quite  suddenly 
in  the  hospital  on  April  28th. 

Mr.  Michael  Tynan,  one  of  our  voluntary  visitors  in  Ireland,  attended  to  the  funeral  arrange- 
ments, as  Hennessey  was  a  bachelor,  and  he,  together  with  St.  Dunstaners  J.  Dunlea  and 
M.  Manning,  were  present  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place  at  the  New  Cemetery  at  Charleville, 
all  classes  of  the  community  being  represented.  The  burial  was  preceded  by  a  Requiem  Mass, 
celebrated  by  the  Rev.  D.  Brown,  C.C.  It  was  not  possible  to  send  our  usual  wreath,  and  a 
Mass  Card  was  therefore  substituted,  as  is  the  usual  custom. 

Private  Frederick  James  Shepherd 
{1 14th  Yorks  and  Eancaster  Regiment) 
We  have  to  report  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  F.  J.  Shepherd,  of  Sheffield. 

He  was  wounded  on  the  Somme  in  1916,  but  he  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's  until  March, 
1924,  when  he  was  trained  as  a  boot  repairer  and  mat-maker,  at  which  he  proved  very  apt.  In 
later  years  he  was  helped  tremendously  by  his  daughter,  Lilian,  and  when  his  health  began  to 
fail,  she  carried  on  with  the  boot  repairing  almost  unaided. 

Shepherd  was  a  very  sick  man  for  some  time  before  his  death,  and  we  had  hoped  to  get  him 
to  Melplash.     He  had,  however,  to  be  admitted  to  hospital,  and  he  died  there  on  May  23rd. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  in  the  local  church,  when  Canon  Pascoc,  whom  Shepherd  greatly 
admired,  preached  the  Panegyric.  The  coffin  was  borne  by  ex-Service  men,  St.  Dunstan's 
wreath  and  that  from  his  wife  and  family  being  placed  on  the  coffin.  His  son,  who  is  serving 
with  the  Forces,  was  able  to  be  present. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  family  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  and  we  extend  to  them  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

Private  A.  A.  Tennison 
{Cheshire  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  A.  Tennison,  of  Dagenham. 

His  sight  failing  as  a  result  of  gas  in  June,  1918,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's,  where  he  was 
trained  in  mat-making  and  boot-repairing.  He  was  constantly  under  the  doctor  as  a  result  of 
gassing.     He  died  in  Oldchurch  Hospital  after  an  internal  operation. 

He  was  buried  at  the  Rippleside  Cemetery,  Barking,  St.  Dunstan's  being  represented  by 
Mr.  A.  S.  Henderson,  of  Dagenham,  who  placed  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at 
St.  Dunstan's  on  the  coffin,  which  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  children  in  their  sad  bereavement. 
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EDITORIAL 

Parliament  Debates  War  Pensions 

ON  July  20th  a  debate  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  White  Paper 
which  has  recently  been  published  concerning  War  Pensions.  On  another  page 
there  appears  an  article  by  Mr.  Askew,  Secretary  of  St.  Dunstan's,  which  shows 
how,  from  information  at  present  available,  the  new  concessions  will  apply  to  St.  Dunstaners. 
Space  does  not  permit  us  to  reprint  in  full  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  speech  in  the  House  on  that  day, 
but  we  print  below  brief  extracts  from  it,  together  with  one  or  two  comments  which 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  last  week. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  said  : — 

"  These  concessions  have  arisen  after  some  months  of  pressure  being  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Government  by  this  House,  by  the  British  Legion,  which  has  been  to  see  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  in  deputation,  by  St.  Dunstan's,  and  by  the  newspaper  Press.  My 
Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  said  he  thought  this  was  a  field  in 
which  controversy  was  in  some  way  to  be  deprecated.  I  agree,  if  he  meant  that  we  did 
not  want  to  make  pensions  a  matter  of  party  politics.  But  if  pressure  of  public  opinion 
on  this  House  was  required,  it  was  because  the  Government  themselves  were  insensitive 
for  so  long.  I  cannot  feel  that  this  is  a  final  settlement  in  any  way.  I  therefore  again  ask 
the  Government  to  be  sensitive  to  what  their  friends  in  the  House  may  be  able  to  tell  them 
and  not  to  exclude  the  suggestion  of  a  Select  Committee. 

"  I  welcome  the  proposals  in  the  White  Paper  because  I  think  they  are  the  biggest 
single  step  forward  the  Government  have  taken  for  a  very  long  time. 

"  All  widows  of  the  seriously  disabled  group  should  qualify  right  out  for  the  Service 
widow's  pension.  A  most  curious  anomaly  has  arisen  as  a  result  of  the  Government's 
proposals.  The  test  whether  you  are  a  Service  man's  wife  or  a  Service  man's  widow  is 
not  whether  you  married  g  Service  man,  which  would  appear  to  be  relevant,  but  whether 
he  happened  to  be  unemployed  or  not.     That  is  wholly  illogical. 

"  There  is  one  matter  in  the  White  Paper  where  the  officer  gets  an  advantage  over 
the  man.  Where  an  officer's  widow  is  under  40,  she  gets  the  same  widow's  pension  as  if 
she  were  over  40,  and  the  other  ranks  get  a  lower  widow's  pension  if  they  are  under  40 
and.  have  no  children.  I  do  not  know  why  the  officer  is  so  favoured.  I  am  glad  he  is, 
and  I  hope  the  men  will  be  favoured  also.  That  is  the  only  direction  in  which  the  officer 
gets  anything  in  this  White  Paper  by  way  of  a  new  concession.  The  officer  does  not  get 
the  concession  that  is  beimr  made  to  the  post-injury  marriage  case.     I  cannot  imagine  why. 
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"  With  regard  to  post-injury  marriages,  the  Government  have  not  met  th1's  case  by 
the  simple  expedient  of  granting  pensions  in  all  cases.  I  calculate  that  a  third  will  not  get 
anything,  a  third  will  get  10s.  a  week  plus,  in  some  cases,  children's  allowances,  and  a  third 
will  get  £1  a  week  plus,  in  some  cases,  children's  allowances. 

"  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Government  for  having  met  the  case  of  the  most  seriously 
disabled  men  as  well  as  they  have  done.  The  Committee  knows  that  a  man  may  be  allowed 
to  do  a  £1  a  week's  worth  of  work.  That  is  satisfactory.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  be  too  severe  in  their  method  of  assessing  what  is  unemployability  under  this  provision. 

"  This  brings  me  to  my  real  objection  to  the  principle  the  Government  have  introduced 
for  the  first  time  in  our  pensions  law.  A  young  man  of  22  might  have  been  wounded  in 
the  highest  degree  two  or  three  years  ago.  If  he  is  disabled  in  the  highest  degree  he  has 
lost  a  great  deal.  His  health  or  his  sight  has  been  impaired,  and  it  requires  a  great  effort 
of  will  on  his  part  to  overcome  that  handicap  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  get  a 
full-sized  job  in  insurable  employment.  Many  succeed  and  the  House  will  be  the  first 
to  praise  them  for  their  courage  and  their  ability,  but  it  is  so  difficult  to  do  it  and  to  maintain 
it  that  you  ought  not  to  make  the  allowances  depend  on  the  employability  ;  this  is  a 
temptation  not  to  try.  The  way  to  remedy  it  is  not  to  take  it  away  from  the  young  man 
but  to  give  it  as  a  right.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  tell  us  that  he  will  show  us  the 
Regulations  defining  what  is  '  seriously  wounded  '  and  what  is  '  unemployable/  because 
much  depends  on  the  way  they  are  written  and  on  the  way  they  are  carried  out.  We  want 
to  see  what  the  Regulations  are. 

"  As  to  rates,  I  do  not  accept  £2  a  week  as  enough  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended.     The  time  will  come  when  we  shall  have  to  ask  for  an  alteration. 

"The  question  of  alternative  pensions  will  have  to  be  gone  into.  Some  pensioners 
have  been  benefited  by  this  White  Paper,  but  not  officers,  and  not  those  who  suffered 
disability  between  the  wars.  The  Government  ought  to  say  that  these  rights,  for  what  they 
are  worth,  should  be  for  all  men  of  all  wars. 

"I  welcome  the  White  Paper  proposals  as  a  genuine  attempt  to  meet  the  grievances. 
I  ask  the  Government  to  be  more  sensitive  in  future,  and  I  ask  those  Members  of  the  House 
who  support  the  Government  on  non-party  lines  to  do  the  best  possible  for  our 
ex-Service  men." 


What  Others  Say 

The  News  Chronicle,  July  21st : 

"  Sir  Ian  Fraser  played  a  leading  part  in 
putting  pressure  on  the  Government." 

The  Daily  Mail,  July  21st  : 

"  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  blinded  in  the  last  war, 
was  one  of  the  foremost  fighters  on  behalf 
of  ex-Service  people." 

The  Spectator,  July  16th  : 

"  The  issue  of  the  new  White  Paper  on 
War  Pensions  shows  the  Government  to 
have  been  properly  responsive  to  the  strong 
representations  made  to  it  in  Parliament, 
notably  by  that  vigilant  guardian  of  Service 

men's  rights,  Sir  Ian  Fraser Sir  Ian 

Fraser  has  given  a  guarded  welcome  to  the 
new  proposals,  and  his  attitude  to  them 
will  be  generally  shared." 


The  British  Legion  Journal  for  August : 

"  To  all  Members  of  Parliament  who  have 
given  effective  voice  to  our  views  we  owe 
a  deep  debt  of  gratitude.  The  results  have 
justified  the  Legion  method  of  educating 
and  interesting  the  public  in  all  the  problems 
of  ex-Service  men. 

"  The  value  of  the  British  Legion  branch 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  cannot  be 
over-estimat.d." 

From  St.  Duns  tan's  Home  in  South  Africa 
came  this  cable  : 

"  Good  show,  Sir  Ian.  Go  all  out  for 
the  rest.  Keep  the  sword  unsheathed.  A 
handshake  from  us  all  at  Tembani.  Many 
congratulations. — Batey  and  Pease." 
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War  Pensions 

The  New  Concessions 

St.  Dunstaners  will  have  read  in  the  Press, 
or  have  heard  on  the  wireless,  the  Govern- 
ment's intentions  in  regard  to  War  Pensions, 
and  have  seen  on  page  1  extracts  from  Sir 
Ian  Fraser's  speech  on  the  Debate  which 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
July  20th.  The  object  of  this  article  is  to 
explain  how  I  think  the  new  warrant  for 
pensions,  when  issued,  will  affect  St. 
Dunstan's  men. 

The  rates  of  pension  for  men  blinded  in 
this  war  will  be  brought  up  to  the  level  of 
those  blinded  in  the  Great  War — for 
instance,  a  totally  blinded  private  soldier 
will  receive  a  pension  of  £2  per  week,  with 
10s.  per  week  for  his  wife,  7s.  6d.  for  the 
first  child,  and  6s.  for  each  succeeding 
child.  Attendant  Allowance  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  10s.  per  week  provided  that  blindness 
is  the  only  disability.  If  there  are  further 
disabilities,  an  increased  Attendant  Allow- 
ance up  to  a  maximum  of  £1  per  week  may 
be  given.  Rank  allowances  will  also  be 
issued  (i.e.,  a  Corporal  will  receive  an 
additional  3s.  4d.  per  week,  a  Sergeant 
6s.  8d.  per  week,  and  so  on). 

Normally,  a  wife's  allowance  is  only 
payable  if  marriage  took  place  prior  to  the 
date  the  disability  of  blindness  was  incurred, 
and  correspondingly  children's  allowances 
are  only  payable  where  a  wife's  allowance  is 
in  issue,  and  provided  the  children  were 
born  prior  to,  or  within  nine  months  from, 
the  date  of  discharge  from  the  Forces. 
A  children's  allowance  would,  of  course,  be 
issued  to  a  widower  where  marriage  took 
place  prior  to  the  disability,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  no  wife's  allowance  is  now  in  issue. 

The  Government,  however,  have  now 
decided  that  seriously  disabled  men  are  to 
be  placed  in  two  groups  :  (a)  employable 
men,  and  (b)  men  who,  by  reason  of  theit 
pensionable  disability,  are  unemployable. 

St.  Dunstaners  who  earn  more  than  £1 
per  week  will  be  regarded  as  employable, 
and  if  in  receipt  of  a  pension  for  blindness 
resulting  from  Great  War  service  will 
continue  to  draw  their  present  pensions  and 
derive  no  additional  pension  or  allowances. 

St.  Dunstaners  of  both  wars  who  are  only 
capable  of  earning  less  than  £1  per  week 
will  be  classified  as  unemployable,  because 
the  Government  regard  £\  per  week  as 
nominal  earnings  only,  and  these  men  will 


be  given  a  supplementary  pension  of  10s. 
per  week,  together  with  allowances  for  a 
wife  and  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
even  though  marriage  took  place  after 
disability,  and  irrespective  of  the  date  of  the 
birth  of  the  children. 

St.  Dunstan's  children's  allowances  are 
only  paid  in  cases  where  the  Government 
has  hitherto  refused  children's  allowances. 
Where,  therefore,  a  Government  children's 
allowance  is  issued  as  a  result  of  the  new 
pension  arrangements,  the  St.  Dunstan's 
children's  allowance  will  cease. 

To  make  the  position  abundantly  clear, 
a  St.  Dunstaner  with  the  rank  of  private  who 
is  in  receipt  of  100  per  cent,  pension,  and 
who  is  earning  less  than  £1  per  week  will, 
if  he  is  single  or  a  widower,  receive  a 
pension  of  £2  10s.  per  week,  and  a  married 
St.  Dunstaner  £3  per  week.  In  addition, 
all  children  of  these  men  will  be  eligible  for 
allowances  at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.  for  the  first 
child  and  6s.  per  week  for  each  other  child, 
irrespective  of  the  date  of  birth,  and  up  to 
attaining  the  age  of  16  years.  The  rate  of 
children's  allowances  for  a  widower  in 
similar  circumstances  would  be  10s.  for 
the  first  child,  7s..  6d.  for  the  second  child, 
and  6s.  for  each  succeeding  child. 

There  are  one  or  two  possible  exceptions 
to  the  rule.  Firstly,  for  Great  War  men 
drawing  alternative  pensions  (i.e.,  a  "pension 
based  on  pre-Great  War  earnings).  Altern- 
ative pensions,  if  more  advantageous,  could 
be  drawn  in  lieu  of  the  flat  rate  pension  and 
wife's  and  children's  allowances,  and  it 
will  not  be  know  definitely  until  the  Royal 
Warrant  is  issued  whether  supplementary 
allowances  will  be  payable  to  unemployable 
men  in  addition  to  alternative  pensions  or 
not.  I  think,  however,  that  if  an  unem- 
ployable man  is  in  receipt  of  an  alternative 
pension  of,  say,  £2  5s.  per  week,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  refuse  the  alternative  pension 
and  apply  for  the  flat  rate  pension  of  £2, 
plus  10s.  supplementary  allowance,  and 
wife's  and  children's  allowances,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  latter  will  be  more  beneficial. 
Alternative  pensions  are  not  payable  to  men 
blinded  in  this  war. 

The  second  doubt  is  whether  Old  Age 
Pensions,  Blind  Persons  Pensions,  and 
National  Health  Insurance  benefits  will  be 
paid  as  well  as  the  new  supplementary 
pensions,  or  whether  they  will  be  merged 
into  each  other.  We  cannot  answer  this 
until  the  Royal  Warrant  is  published. 
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I  should  make  it  clear  that  Attendant 
Allowances  will  not  be  interfered  with  and 
will  continue  at  the  rate  detailed  in  paragraph 
2,  even  though  a  supplementary  or  wife's 
and  children's  allowances  are  payable. 

We  have  amongst  St.  Dunstaners  some 
old  soldiers  and  sailors  who,  by  virtue  of 
long  service,  have  earned  a  service  pension 
in  addition  to  a  disability  pension.  There 
is  a  somewhat  complicated  regulation  in 
existence  by  which  either  the  service  or 
disability  pension  is  halved.  This  has  had 
the  effect  of  giving  a  reduced  pension  to  an 
old  soldier  or  sailor  which,  in  spite  of  his 
long  service,  made  him  very  little  better 
off  than  a  temporary  soldier,  and  in  some 
cases  on  all  fours  with  the  temporary  soldier. 
This  is  to  be  altered,  as  old  soldiers  and 
sailors  will  now  qualify  for  their  full  service 
pension  in  addition  to  the  same  disability 
pension  as  temporary  members  of  the 
Forces. 

St.  Dunstaners  may  have  read  that  a 
widow's  pension  will  be  given  in  all  cases 
where  a  wife's  allowance  was  in  issue  at  the 
date  of  death  of  the  disabled  men,  provided 
that  the  man  died  of  his  pensionable 
disability.  Before  the  recent  announcement 
of  the  Government,  widows  could  only 
qualify  if  marriage  took  place  prior  to  the 
date  on  which  the  disability  of  the  husband 
was  incurred,  but  now  the  widows  of 
unemployable  men  will  qualify  for  this 
pension  even  though  marriage  took  place 
after  the  disability.  I  desire  to  stress  the 
point  that  a  pension  will  only  be  issued  to 
any  widow  if  death  results  from  the 
pensionable  disability. 

The  Government  have  said  that  the  above 
concession  and  new  rates  will  take  effect  as 
from  the  pay  day  in  the  week  commencing 
August  16th,  and  the  information  I  have 
given  is  what  I  believe  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  broad  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Government,  but  we  have  now  to  await  the 
issue  of  the  Royal  Warrant,  which  will  deal 
with  all  details  and  make  clear  all  doubtful 
points. 

I  hope  that  this  Royal  Warrant  will  be 
available  within  the  next  week  or  so,  and 
directly  it  is,  a  letter  will  be  sent  to  all 
St.  Dunstaners  telling  them  what  their 
personal  position  is,  and  asking  them  to 
supply  me  with  certain  information  so  that, 
if  eligible,  they  can  obtain  the  advantages 
accruing  to  them.  St.  Dunstaners  will 
appreciate  that  this  will  throw  a  very  heavy 


burden  of  work  on  the  staff  at  a  time  when 
we  are  already  very  short-handed,  and  I  ask 
that  men  will  refrain  from  writing  to  us  in 
regard  to  this  matter  until  they  receive  our 
letter.  If  delay  occurs,  they  should  realise 
that  it  is  unavoidable,  but  they  should  also 
realise  that,  if  they  are  eligible,  they  will 
not  be  penalised,  but  will  get  arrears. 

W.  Askew. 

Minister  of  Pensions'  Praise 
for  St.  Dunstan's 

In  the  course  of  his  reply  in  the  Debate  on 
War  Pensions,  Sir  Walter  Womersley, 
Minister  of  Pensions,  said  : 

"  I  am  pinning  my  faith  to  a  slogan, 
'  Pension  plus  employment.'  I  am  pinning 
my  faith  to  what  is  known  as  the  Tomlinson 
scheme,  operated  by  the  Minister  of  Labour 
in  conjunction  with  myself.  I  would  like 
the  Hon.  Member  to  come  down  and  see  the 
beginnings  of  that  scheme,  the  rehabilitation 
side  of  it,  at  our  hospital  at  Roehampton. 
Our  object  is  the  same  as  that  which  was 
declared  to  be  the  object  of  St.  Dunstan's 
when  it  was  formed  to  deal  with  blinded 
men.  I  am  dealing  with  men  disabled  in 
other  ways..  As  St.  Dunstan's  then  stated, 
we  want  to  impress  on  the  man  that 

"  '  He  must  not  think  of  himself  as 
disabled.  He  must  not  be  put  in  segrega- 
tion. To  segregate  is  not  to  rehabilitate. 
He  must  be  retrained  to  work  and  to  play. 
When  he  is  trained  we  equip  him  with 
whatever  special  facilities  he  needs  and, 
where  it  is  possible,  send  him  back  to  his 
old  home — first  making  sure  that  his 
home  is  fit  to  receive  him.  We  have 
established  almost  all  our  men  in  the 
towns  that  they  know — in  the  place  and 
amongst  the  people  whose  looks  they 
remember.  And  there  they  have  settled 
into  normal  life  in  their  normal  scenes  and 
relations.  If  you  were  to  follow  them  to 
their  villages,  you  would  find  them  not 
only  earning  their  living,  but  going  in  for 
sports — rowing,  swimming,  road  and 
track  racing,  skating  and  attending  soccer 
and  cricket  matches  with  enthusiasm.'  " 

"  That  is  something  St.  Dunstan's  has 
done  for  blinded  men,  and  I  want  to  pay 
my  tribute  to  them." 

•         •         • 

As  in  past  years,  there  will  be  no  Review 
published  in  August. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

On  June  8th  the  trainees  moved  over  to 
Brockhurst  from  Longmynd  to  be  the  first 
Badgers !  At  present  they  come  over  for 
lessons,  but  classes  will  begin  there  as  soon 
as  the  huts  are  ready.  We  have  been  using 
the  Sports  ground  and  swimming  pool  for 
some  months. 

The  school  building  stands  on  a  hill  to 
the  south  of  the  Longmynd,  across  the  old 
High  Road  from  Shrewsbury  to  Ludlow  and 
Hereford.  There  is  accommodation  in  the 
house  for  about"  fifty  men,  the  rooms  are 
large  and  airy,  and  huts  have  been  erected 
for  workshops,  in  addition  to  those  that 
were  there  when  we  took  possession. 

The  house  has  been  redecorated  and  the 
stage  of  the  Concert  Hall-cum-Braille  Room 
is  backed  most  attractively  by  the  St. 
Dunstan's  flag. 

The  service  on  Whit  Sunday  was  held  in 
Brockhurst  Chapel,  and  services  will  be 
held  there  every  Sunday  morning  after 
those  at  Longmynd. 

The  whole  village  was  invited  to  an 
opening  Garden  Party  on  Saturday,  June 
12th.  In  spite  of  continuous  torrential 
rain  all  Friday,  we  were  able  to  hold  both 
land  and  water  sports.  The  tug-of-war 
started  with  a  stiff  eight-minutes  contest 
between  Brockhurst  and  Longmynd,  which 
reduced  the  ground  to  such  a  quagmire 
that  the  other  two  rounds  went  to  the  side 
which  could  keep  to  its  feet  the  longer,  and 
Brockhurst  did  it. 

After  tea  we  adjourned  to  the  swimming 
pool  to  watch  pillow  fights  on  the  greasy 
pole  ;  grease  was  strictly  rationed,  but  the 
combatants  still  found  it  difficult  to  keep 
their  seats  under  their  opponents'  blows,  and 
after  clinging  desperately  underneath  the 
pole  disappeared,  pillow  and  all,  into  the 
water.  Friends  of  the  Sergeants'  Mess 
helped  at  all  the  events  of  the  afternoon  and 
put  up  an  excellent  show  at  pillow  fighting 
and  diving  for  plates.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  plates  should  be  left  floating  for  the 
St.  Dunstaners  to  retrieve,  but  they  vetoed 
any  such  concession,  and  Michael  O'Neill 
proved  that  it  was  unnecessary  by  emerging 
triumphant  with  two  plates  to  his  credit. 

After  a  short  interval,  a  running  buffet 
supper  was  given  in  the  hut,  where  a  few 
hours  before,  tea  had  been  served  to  all 
comers,  and  this  was  followed  at  eight 
o'clock  by  a  delightful  concert  by  Miss 


Mavis  Bennett's  well-known  party,  includ- 
ing Ronald  Gourlay,  the  blind  pianist,  who 
astonished  us  by  playing  some  items  with  his 
back  to  the  piano.  Mrs.  Dudley  Phillips  is 
certainly  to  be  congratulated  on  a  successful 
house-warming. 

There  has  been  some  controversy  as  to 
why  Mischka,  a  white  goat  penned  near  the 
Typing  Room,  has  been  brought  here  for  a 
mascot.  "  Surely,"  it  is  said,  "  Brock  the 
badger  would  be  more  appropriate."  The 
answer  is — Mischka  is  really  a  "  taboo," 
commemorating  the  victory  of  St.  Dunstan's 
over  the  evil  one.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  when  his  horned  adversary  came  to  the 
Smithy  at  Mayfield  to  have  his  shoe  repaired, 
the  Saint  recognised  the  cloven  hoof  and, 
seizing  his  red  hot  pincers,  tweaked  the 
Devil's  nose  so  effectively  that  with  a  roar 
of  pain  he  leapt  to  the  Dyke  near  our 
Brighton  Home  and,  by  a  series  of  jumps, 
landed  near  Melplash.  It  is  hoped  that 
Mischka's  presence  will  guard  Church 
Stretton    from    his    prototype. 

Whitsuntide  and  the  holiday  season 
brought  us  many  welcome  visits  from  St. 
Dunstaners  of  both  wars,  all  in  excellent 
spirits.  We  wish  there  was  more  accommo- 
dation in  the  village,  so  that  we  might  see 
more  of  them  and  their  families. 

We  have  had  two  more  popular  talks. 
On  the  8th,  Ronald  Ettridge,  late  K.R.R.C, 
told  of  his  experiences  with  the  Eighth 
Army  ;  with  marvellous  clarity  he  carried 
us  along  with  him  from  Cairo  through 
Tobruk  to  Alamein,  where  his  period  of 
active  service  was  brought  to  a  close. 

On  the  15th  we  had  Mr.  Dennis  Mors, 
speaking  on  the  B.B.C  in  war-time.  Having 
invited  questions,  he  found  he  had  exposed 
himself  to  a  goodly  barrage,  but  he  gave  a 
most  satisfactory  reply  to  each  in  turn,  and 
offered  to  send  specialists  in  the  future  on 
any  particular  branch  of  his  work  which  we 
might  desire. 

We  have  also  had  a  first-rate  Ensa  Concert 
Party,  which  included  Thomas  Marshall, 
the  blind  pianist,  who  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College. 

On  the  29th,  the  Croft  Hermit  Players 
gave  us  three  short  comedies.  We  were 
sorry  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Holt,  who  has  been 
leading  them  for  twelve  years,  will  be 
unable  to  take  any  part  for  some  months 
owing  to  illness. 

The  Ludlow  Ladies  and  the  Aluminium 
Co.  have  entertained  us  again  this  month,  and 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


on  the  23rd  six  St.  Dunstaners  were  invited 
to  lunch  with  the  Shrewsbury  Rotarians. 

G.  Cock  and  D.  Baker  have  gone  to 
London  to  continue  their  Massage  Course 
at  the  N.I.B.,  and  Rein  Waas  finished  his 
telephony  course  and  has  taken  a  post  with 
the  Dutch  Legation.  M.  McCrea  is  working 
as  a  telephonist  under  the  North  Irish 
Government  in  his  native  town,  and  we 
have  received  articles  in  his  praise  which 
appeared  in  the  Ulster  press. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — E.  Quinn,  A.  Nauman,  G. 
Pollard,  M,  Barstowe,  D.  Frith,  R.  Ettridge, 
E.  Aldred. 

Braille  Writing. — E.  Ward,  F.  Morgan, 
B.  Priest,  M.  Delaney,  H.  Piper,  S. 
McNamara,  G.  Etherington,  J.  Delaney, 
L.  Thompson,  S.  Heys,  A.  Wigglesworth. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — J. 
Delaney,  B.  Bell,  C.  Hancock. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — G.  Cock, 
E.  Ward. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Gdsman.  Alan 
Reynolds,  Grenadier  Guards  (20),  Moreton, 
Cheshire  ;  L.A.C.  Donald  Barnes,  R.A.F. 
(21),  Evesham  ;  Lieut.  William  Robinson, 
Royal  Canadian  Engineers  (27),  Dundas, 
Ontario  ;  Pte.  Walter  Cottam,  Home  Guard 
(22),  Goole ;  Fus.  Leonard  Hollamby, 
Lanes.  Fusiliers  (22),  Oldham  ;  Spr.  David 
Bell,  R.E.  (22),  Edinburgh  ;  Dvr.  Herbert 
Briggs,  R.A.S.C.  (31),  Leeds ;  Tpr.  Percy 
Clark,  Queen's  Bays  (32),  Ware ;  Dvr. 
Alfred  Hurley,  R.A.S.C.  (26),  London ; 
A/B.S.M.  Norman  Perry,  R.A.  (23), 
Grimsby;  Cpl.  Herbert  Pownall,  C.M.P. 
(27),  Caterham ;  Tpr.  Joseph  Purcell, 
R.T.R.  (27),  Manchester;  Sig.  Frederick 
Ripley,  R.C.S.  (30),  London  ;  Gnr.  Leslie 
Robinson,  R.A.  (30),  Doncaster ;  L/Cpl. 
Thomas  Beavon,  S.  Staffs  (25),  Stanbridge  ; 
Pte.  A.  Desjardins,  R.Can.  A.S.C.  (28), 
Montreal ;  Pte.  George  Chisholm,  Gordon 
Highlanders  (22),  Newcastle;  Pte.  Thomas 
Cooper,  Sherwood  Foresters  (19),  Chester- 
field ;  Pte.  Henry  Cope,  Gordon  High- 
landers (20),  Stoke. 

Returned  to  Duty. — F/O.  Rogers. 

Hospital  Transfer. — A/Sergt.  Armes, 
Pte.  Huttenen. 

Hoping  to  take  up  Civilian  Employ- 
ment.— L.A.C.  Barnes,  L.A.C.  Hackett, 
Sergt.  Morris,  L/Cpl.  Beavon. 

Later  to  return  to  Training. — L/Cpl. 
Birchall,    Pte.    Madgwick,    Pte.    Simmons, 


Spr.  Phillips,  Cpl.  MacDonald,  Mrs.  Form- 
stone,  Miss  Aldred,  Pte.  Cottam,  Gdsmn. 
Reynolds,  Spr.  Bell,  Dvr.  Briggs,  Tpr. 
Clark,  Dvr.  Hurley,  A/B.S.M.  Perry,  Cpl. 
Pownall,  Tpr.  Purcell,  Sig.  Ripley,  Gnr. 
Robinson. 

Admitted  to  Training  during  June — 
Repatriated  Prisoners  from  Italy. — 
James  Jolly,  John  Lee,  Ivan  A.  Darling. 

Transferred  from  Hospital. — Elsie 
Aldred,  Walter  Cottam,  Brenda  Henderson. 

St.  Dunstan's  Telephony 
Department 

Miss  Goodship's  Resignation 

Miss  J.  Goodship  has  resigned  her  post  as 
Telephony  Instructor  at  Church  Stretton. 
Miss  Goodship  came  to  St.  Dunstan's 
in  1917  as  a  telephone  operator,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  capacity  for  many  years, 
giving  also  most  valuable  help  to  Mrs. 
Moore,  as  relief  instructor.  Early  in  1940 
Miss  Goodship  became  Telephony  In- 
structor at  Brighton,  and  then  transferred 
to  Church  Stretton  when  St.  Dunstan's 
moved.  St.  Dunstan's  telephone  operators 
all  over  the  country  will  join  with  us  in 
thanking  Miss  Goodship  for  her  long, 
devoted  and  successful  services,  and  in 
wishing  her  good  luck  in  the  future. 

Mrs.  Moore  continues  to  be  our  principal 
adviser  on  all  telephone  operating  matters, 
but  her  time  is  mainly  taken  up  with  the 
extremely  important  work  of  finding  jobs 
for  trained  men,  settling  them  in,  and  after- 
care visits.  A  temporary  appointment  has 
been  made  at  Church  Stretton,  and  another 
will  follow  shortly,  for  a  second  training 
equipment  has  been  set  up  to  cope  with 
increased  numbers  of  trainees.  The  present 
or  prospective  students  include  a  war- 
blinded  girl  and  a  one-armed  man,  whose 
training  is  regarded  as  an  extremely  inter- 
esting experiment. 

No  branch  of  business  training  has  proved 
more  successful  over  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  the  new  men  of  St.  Dunstan's 
owe  a  debt  to  the  members  of  the  staff 
concerned,  as  well  as  to  over  a  hundred 
blinded  soldier  telephone  operators  of  the 
last  war,  who  by  their  skill  and  loyal  and 
constant  service  with  government  depart- 
ments, local  authorities,  hospitals,  and 
public  and  private  companies,  have  set  a 
standard  of  fine  work  and  achievement,  and 
have  made  for  all  time  the  good  name  of 
St.   Dunstan's   telephone   operators. 
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Golden  Wedding 

Many  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  Wain,  of  Derby,  who  will  celebrate  their 
Golden  Wedding  on  August  12th. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  : 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser,  July  23rd ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  S.  van  Blerk,  South 
Africa,  August  5th. 

•        •        • 

At  Regent's  Park,  on  July  23rd,  Sir  Ian 
and  Lady  Fraser  were  the  recipients  of  a 
number  of  silver  gifts  to  mark  the  occasion 
of  their  silver  wedding.  They  included  a 
set  of  silver  table  spoons  from  the  trainees 
and  hospital  patients  at  the  Training  Centre 
and  Llospital  at  Church  Stretton,  and  a 
silver  tea  tray  and  ash  tray  from  the  staff 
of  St.  Dunstan's  offices. 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  sent  personal 
messages  of  thanks  to  the  London  and 
outlying  staffs,  and  the  following  telegram 
to  Church  Stretton  : 

"  On  the  occasion  of  our  silver  wedding 
we  have  received  your  telegram  of  greeting 
and  a  set  of  silver  table  spoons  from  the 
trainees,  hospital  patients  and  staff  at  Church 
Stretton.  They  are  of  a  fine  design  and 
workmanship  and  look  and  feel,  beautiful. 
I  hope  we  shall  enjoy  using  the  spoons  for 
another  twenty-five  years  and  most  certainly 
they  will  remind  us  of  many  happy  times  and 
friends  and  loyalties  during  the  past  twenty- 
five  years.  We  are  deeply  touched  that  you 
have  remembered  this  anniversary  and  we 
send  all  our  friends  our  heartfelt  thanks. 
Ian  and  Irene  Fraser." 

Massage  Successes 

Many  congratulations  to  Captain  Ludwig 
Rosenberg,  who  has  been  successful  in 
passing  the  finals  of  the  massage  examina- 
tion; while  Clifford  Carlton  and  F.  Reid 
have  been  successful  in  the  intermediate 
examinations. 

Those  who  knew  him  will  hear  with 
pleasure  that  L.  F.  Berry,  who  was  at  St. 
Dunstan's,  Church  Stretton,  for  a  short 
time,  has  also  qualified  as  a  masseur. 

Marriage 

Patterson — Duncan. — On  July  7th,  at 
St.  Colme's  Church,  Aberdour,  Scotland, 
R.  (Jock)  Patterson,  of  Reading  (new  war 
St.  Dunstaner),  to  Miss  Ruth  Duncan. 


The  "  Tembani  Times  " 

We  have  had  the  "  Dotty  Mag,"  written 
and  produced  by  blinded  prisoners  of  war 
in  Germany,  and  now  comes  the  "  Tembani 
Times,"  the  magazine  of  new  St.  Dunstaners 
at  our  Home  in  Wynberg,  South  Africa. 
Editors  and  contributors  of  these  two 
magazines  deserve  the  highest  praise  for 
their  initiative  in  starting  their  own  news- 
papers, and  our  heartiest  congratulations 
upon  the  results  of  their  labours. 

The  April  number  of  the  "  Tembani 
Times  "  has  just  reached  us.  It  is  printed 
in  duplicated  typewriting  and  its  attractive 
cover-page  is  illustrated  by  a  four-inch 
reproduction  of  St.  Dunstan's  badge. 

The  Editor  writes  :  "  It  was  with  great 
pleasure  that  we  witnessed  the  success  of 
our  first  issue  of  '  Tembani  Times.'  The 
brightest  feather  in  our  caps  was  the 
complimentary  comments  on  the  '  Tembani 
Times  '  which  appeared  in  an  important 
column  of  an  important  Cape  Town 
newspaper." 

The  contributions  range  from  articles  and 
poems  to  irreverent  advertisements.  ("  For 
sale — twelve  telephone  numbers,  including 
five  blondes,  four  brunettes,  two  red  heads 
and   one  hot  number — what   offers  ?  "). 

"  Social  Activities  in  the  month  of 
April  "  reveals  that  among  the  distinguished 
visitors  at  Tembani  during  that  month  was 
Mrs.  Smuts,  wife  of  Field  Marshal  Smuts, 
and  H.R.H.  The  Crown  Princess  Fredicka 
of  Greece.  Another  visitor  was  Mrs.  Dan 
Pienaar,  widow  of  the  South  African 
commander,  under  whom  many  of  the 
Tembani  men  had  served. 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  "  Believe  it  or  not  " 
column  is  run  by — Fred  Ripley. 

We  hope  to  print  extracts  from  this  or 
another  issue  of  the  "  Tembani  Times  "  in 
the  September  Review. 

The  Comforts  Fund 

The  Chairman  has  received  the  following  letter 
from  Matron  Pain,  at  Church  Stretton : — 
c*  Dear  Sir  Ian, 

I  had  meant  to  thank  you  at  the  week-end  for 
your  thought  of  the  Comforts  Fund  when  allotting 
a  percentage  of  the  Derby  Sweep  Prize. 

T  received  from  the  Editor  the  very  pleasant  sum 
of  £17  18s.,  and  this  will  take  away  all  financial 
anxiety  for  some  little  time. 

The  first  prize  winner,  E.  Lloyd,  of  Cardiff,  also 
sent  a  donation  to  the  Comforts  Fund  as  a  small 
appreciation,  and  it  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  realise 
how  generously  many  of  the  old  war  men  support 
the  Fund. 

Yours  sincerely,  Dorothy  A.  Pain." 
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"  Hit    Utonorg  " 

Private  Joseph  John  Hesketh 
(King's  Lirerpool  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  J.  J.  Hesketh,  of  Crosby,  Liverpool. 

Wounded  on  the  Somme  in  September,  1916,  he  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  early  in  the 
following  year.  Trained  as  a  telephonist,  he  gave  up  his  post,  returned  to  us  for  a  short  time 
to  learn  basket-making,  and  then  joined  his  sister  in  America  in  November,  1920,  where  he 
carried  on  with  basket-making  and  wool  rug-making  as  a  hobby.  He  returned  to  this  country 
in  1935,  when  his  health  was  far  from  good,  and  he  has  gradually  gone  down  hill.  He  died 
in   hospital   on   May   50th. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades.  The  coffin  was  draped 
with  the  Union  Jack. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  his  mother  and  sisters,  who  have  cared  for  him  so  well 
during   his   very   long   illness. 

Lance  Corporal  Patrick  Maher 
(Connaught  Rangers) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  P.  Maher,  of  Nenagh. 

He  had  served  with  the  Connaught  Rangers  from  October,  1904,  and  after  being  wounded 
in  1915,  in  Macedonia,  he  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  two  years  later  and  became  an  excellent 
mat-maker.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  very  bad  wound  in  his  side  gave  him  almost  continuous 
trouble  he  continued  with  his  work  right  up  to  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Nenagh,  on  June  9th. 

A  wreath  from  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  many  flowers,  and  the  funeral  at  Tyrone  Abbey 
was  very  largely  attended  by  his  fellow  townsmen.     He  was  held  in  great  esteem  in  the  locality. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  family. 

Private  James  Fowler 
(The  City  of  London  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  announce  the  death  of  J.  Fowler,  of  Rottingdean. 

Wounded  at  Ypres  in  1917,  as  a  result  of  which  he  lost  most  of  his  sight,  he  came  to  us  and 
commenced  boot  repairing,  but  his  health  did  not  permit  his  continuing  at  this  trade. 

As  he  had  to  lead  an  open-air  life,  he  took  up  poultry-keeping,  and  he  carried  on  with  this  for 
nine  years,  when  his  health  again  failed  and  he  had  to  give  up  all  energetic  type  of  work. 

His  health  had  deteriorated  gradually  and  he  passed  away  on  June  13th. 

In  accordance  with  his  own  request,  he  was  buried  in  the  Old  Churchyard  at  Rottingdean, 
and  a  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow,  who  has  been  his  constant  companion  all 
through  his  many  years  of  patient  suffering. 

Sergeant  Richard  Wass 
(11th  East  Yorks  Regiment) 
We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  another  Brighton  man,  R.  Wass. 

In  1918  he  was  wounded  at  Dieppe,  when  he  lost  both  eyes  and  also  received  a  fractured 
jaw.  He  was  trained  in  baskets  and  netting,  but  his  general  health  was  not  good,  and  he  gave 
up  his  occupation  in  1937. 

He  had  suffered  from  diabetes  for  many  years,  and  in  December  of  last  year  he  was  admitted 
to  hospital.  He  returned  home  in  January  of  this  year,  but  despite  all  care  and  attention  he 
passed  away  on  June  26th. 

The  funeral  service  took  place  on  Thursday,  July  1st,  at  St.  George's  Church,  Brighton, 
and  was  attended  by  many  of  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades,  including  Messrs.  Cooke,  Forster, 
Read,  Brignall,  Mark  wick,  Horsley,  Pike,  Millward,  Smith,  Taylor,  Richardson,  Williams, 
and  jock  Boyd. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  the  coffin  was 
covered  with  the  Union   Jack. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  two  young  children  in  their  sad 
bereavement. 

Reported  Missing,  Now  Prisoners  reported  missing  after  the  fall  of  Singapore, 

r                              °  are  now  known  to  be  prisoners  of  war. 

Eric    Boswell,    son    of    Mr.    and    Mrs.  ^       Xntt    **   Q   *•    * 

Boswell,  of  Gainsborough,  is  no'w  known  w,    .          ,      AfuyG   service 

to  be  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Italian  hands.  .  Wue  h/Ye  heard^rth  *ft? J reS£?  *£  the 

1  death  of  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Abbott, 

Reg.  Chaffin,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  of  Willesden,  who  was  reported  missing,  is 

Chaffin,  of  Leighton  Buzzard,  and  Mr.  and  now   confirmed.     His   submarine  was  lost 

Mrs.  G.  Brewer's  son,  of  Bodmin,  who  were  with  all  hands. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

MY  daily  duties  at  St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  prevent 
my  going  to  Church  Stretton  as  often  or  for  as  long  as  I  should  like.  But  I  spent 
about  a  week  there  towards  the  end  of  last  term  and  a  similar  period  at  the  opening 
of  this  term.  I  spoke  to  every  individual  officer  and  man,  and  to  all  men  and  staff,  and  to 
all  St.  Dunstaners  by  themselves.  Here  are  one  or  two  impressions  written  specially  for 
old  St.  Dunstaners  who  may  often  wonder  what  the  new  St.  Dunstan's  is  really  like. 

I  am  sure  the  first  impression  of  an  old  St.  Dunstaner  would  be  to  register  familiar 
voices,  such  as  that  of  Miss  Pain,  Matron  at  the  Longmynd,  which  is  the  big  central  unit 
of  our  training  establishment,  and  still  head  of  the  Braille  Room  ;  or  of  Tommy  Rogers, 
so  familiar  a  figure  at  Brighton  and  still  a  braille  teacher  ;  or  of  Miss  Morris,  one-time  Sports 
Sister,  then  in  charge  of  netting  and  rugs,  and  now  Social  Assistant  at  the  Hospital ;  or  of 
Chief  Orderly  Hawketts,  still  in  his  same  job  ;  or  of  Mrs.  Irvine,  one-time  Sports  Sister 
with  a  special  flair  for  rowing,  then  organiser  of  our  Manchester  Club,  now  Matron  of  one 
of  our  houses.  I  have  picked  out  these  names  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  recall  so 
much  of  the  history  of  St.  Dunstan's,  the  early  Braille  Room  in  Regent's  Park  during  the 
Great  War,  the  sports  in  Regent's  Park  during  the  years  between,  the  after-care  reunions, 
and  our  old  and  new  homes  at  Brighton. 

A  good  many  other  old  hands  are  on  the  staff,  bringing  their  wisdom  and  experience, 
and  they  include  in  particular  a  number  of  last-war  St.  Dunstaners  who  teach  braille, 
typewriting,  shorthand,  joinery  and  massage. 

The  old  names,  the  old  jokes  about  braille  and  bones  and  V.A.D.s  and  foolish  strangers 
are  all  there.  It  seems  that  to  a  great  extent  the  same  triumphs  and  disasters,  jokes  and 
irritations  are  the  common  lot  of  all  St.  Dunstaners  of  two  wars  and  two  generations. 
The  familiarity  of  the  new  with  the  old,  the  sense  of  one-ness,  is  nostalgic  and  brings 
a  lump  to  the  throat. 

If  you  go  to  chapel  you  will  find  that  the  hymns  are  just  the  same  and  that  the  words 
are  read  out  to  help  you  remember  them.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  padre,  Andrew 
Nugee,  is  a  St.  Dunstaner,  so  that  instead  of  merely  listening  to  the  Lesson  with  that  degree 
of  sleepiness  which  is  your  custom,  and  becoming  fully  awake  with  a  jerk  at  the  end  of  it 
and  wondering  whether  the  noise  of  movement  means  that  you  should  stand  up  or  kneel 
down  until  the  V.A.D.  next  to  you  gives  you  a  poke  in  the  back — instead  of  all  this  you 
are  wide  awake  wondering  how  he  reads  the  Lesson  so  fluently  from  braille  without  a  hitch, 
without  hesitation.  This  gives  you  a  shock  and  you  are  a  bit  ashamed  that  your  own  braille 
reading  is  so  bad. 

If  you  go  to  the  sports  you  will  be  disappointed  in  the  rowing,  for  there  isn't  enough 
of  it ;  the  river  at  Shrewsbury  is  so  far  away  by  comparison  with  the  close  proximity  of  the 
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lake  in  Regent's  Park  to  which  we  could  go  so  easily.  But  the  other  sports  are  line  and 
varied,  and  in  our  own  swimming  bath  at  Brockhurst  we  have  an  advantage  for  there 
wasn't  one  at  Regent's  Park. 

A  name  is  called,  a  bell  rings  frantically,  and  a  man  sprints  a  course,  seventy  or  eighty 
yards  of  level  cricket  field,  hell  for  leather,  as  hard  as  he  can  go,  and  accomplishes  the 
distance  in  nine  or  ten  seconds.  In  Regent's  Park  we  had  a  wire  to  guide  us  ;  at  Church 
Stretton  they  run  without  a  wire.     This  requires  some  courage. 

If  you  wander  round  the  Training  Rooms  and  Workshops  you  will  see  much  that  is 
familiar  and  one  or  two  things  that  are  strange.  The  Wood-working  (or  Chippy  Shop 
as  it  is  called),  is  as  busy  as  ever.  Almost  everyone  does  some  woodwork,  not  as  a  career 
but  as  part  of  his  education,  to  teach  him  to  be  handy  and  to  feel  his  way  around.  A  Meccano 
Shop  has  the  Same  object  and,  in  particular,  to  familiarise  those  who  have  not  been 
accustomed  to  them  with  bolts  and  nuts,  screwdrivers  and  spanners,  levers,  rods  and  gear 
wheels.  This  is  a  sign  of  something  new  which  discloses  itself  fully  when  we  go  over  to 
the  new  industrial  hut  by  the  side  of  the  Brockhurst  grounds.  There  is  a  beautiful  machine 
tool  called  a  capstan  lathe.  There  also  is  a  router,  and  an  outfit  for  upholstery.  Men  are 
being  trained  on  these  machines  and  in  this  craft  to  fit  them  for  employment  in  factories. 
Telephone  operating,  massage,  basket-making,  wool-rugmaking  are  all  in  active  progress. 
There  are  classes  for  individual  tuition  in  English,  history,  Latin,  German.  There  are 
seven  or  eight  young  blinded  girls  who  take  the  most  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  place 
generally,  and  in  addition  have  their  own  domestic  school,  where  they  learn  to  cook  and 
sew.  I  saw  a  most  attractive  frock  made  by  one  of  the  girls,  and  I  had  a  marvellous  tea 
party,  where  I  ate  six  different  kinds  of  cake  or  scones,  one  made  specially  for  me  by  each 
of  these  new  and  charming  St.  Dunstaners. 

The  men  blinded  in  the  desert  or  other  theatres  of  war,  and  the  men  and  women  who 
have  been  blinded  by  accident  at  home  in  the  course  of  their  training  or  duty,  are  tough, 
independent,  confident,  ambitious.  The  old  St.  Dunstaner  would,  I  think,  share  with  me 
two  thoughts  about  them.  Thankfulness  for  the  service  they  have  rendered  us,  admiration 
of  their  present  fighting  spirit,  and  perhaps  a  special  thought  for  the  fellow  who,  through 
no  fault  of  his  own,  was  blown  up  in  a  training  practice  or  on  manoeuvres,  without  even  the 
satisfaction  of  even  coming  to  grips  with  the  enemy.  He,  too,  has  served  the  country  and 
Empire  in  time  of  need. 

As  you  go  about  the  grounds  you  hear  the  occasional  tap  of  a  stick  on  a  wire,  the  snatch 
of  a  song,  or  a  bit  of  a  whistle.  Most  people  think  these  are  outbursts  of  good  spirits  and 
you  know  that  that  is  true,  but  from  your  own  experience  you  also  know  that  they  have 
another  purpose  far  more  prosaic  but  very  important,  to  tell  the  other  chap  coming  along 
the  same  wire  that  you  are  there,  a  kind  of  St.  Dunstan's  motor-horn  business,  to  give  a 
warning  of  your  approach. 

You  would  soon  come  to  know  many  new  members  of  the  staff,  and  particularly  the 
young  V.A.D.s,  most  of  them  English,  Scottish,  Welsh,  or  Irish,  but  three  of  them  Canadians 
newly  arrived  and  bringing  with  them  a  breath  of  the  New  World. 

You  will  probably  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  learnt  a  few  lessons  from  the 
past,  that  we  do  our  braille  and  our  typewriting  even  better  than  we  did  in  the  old  war, 
that  we  have  some  new  ideas  which  we  are  working  out,  that  we  make  just  as  many  mistakes 
as  we  always  did,  but  that  the  spirit  of  St.  Dunstan's  is  just  what  it  always  was. 

This  is  as  the  older  St.  Dunstaner  all  over  the  world  would  wish. 

IAN  FRASER. 

St.  Dunstaner  Robbed  Chicken  Feed 

F.    ("  Jock ")    Reid,    a    new    war    St.  Sir     Walter    Womersley,     Minister     of 

Dunstaner,  has  been  the  victim  of  a  mean  Pensions,    received    two    letters    recently, 

theft.     A   sailor  with  whom   he   travelled  One  said  :    "I  am   sick  and  tired  of  the 

from  Aberdeen,  offered  to  get  him  a  taxi  Ministry's    poultry    allowances,"    and    the 

when  they  arrived  at  King's  Cross.     He  did  other,    from    a    woman,    said    that   if  the 

not  come  back,  but  took  with  him  Jock's  Ministry  did  not  give  her  more  money  she 

case  containing  clothes  and  ration  books.  would  be  forced  to  lead  "  an  immortal  life." 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


St.  Dunstaner  in  the  R.A.F. 

From  the  "  Star"  August  27th,   1943— 

Sportsmen  in  the  South,  particularly 
those  interested  in  boxing,  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  of  the  promotion  of  Flight- 
Lieutenant  W.  T.  Curtis-Willson  to  be 
Squadron-Leader  in  the  R.A.F.  training 
branch. 

Squadron-Leader  Curtis-Willson  is  the 
only  blinded  officer  on  the  active  list  of  the 
R.A.F. 

He  has  commanded  the  Brighton  Wing 
of  the  A.T.C.  since  its  inception,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  A.T.C. 
Boxing  Association.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
Squadron-Leaders  appointed  to  the  A.T.C. 

The  Dr.  Bridges'  Prize  Fund 

On  the  occasion  of  Dr.  Chittenden 
Bridges'  resignation  from  the  position  of 
Medical  Officer  to  St.  Dunstan's,  which 
he  had  held  for  nearly  thirty  years,  the 
Council  of  St.  Dunstan's  wished  to  make 
him  a  presentation,  and  the  Chairman  wrote 
to  him  accordingly.  Dr.  Bridges  replied, 
thanking  Sir  Ian  and  the  Council  very  much 
for  this  token  of  appreciation  of  his  services, 
but  asking  them  if,  instead  of  making  a 
presentation  to  him,  the  Council  would 
institute  some  permanent  addition  to  the 
amenities  of  St.  Dunstan's,  to  bear  his  name. 

It  has  been  decided  that  as  Dr.  Bridges 
was  always  so  keenly  interested  in  St. 
Dunstaners'  sports,  a  Dr.  Bridges  Prize  Fund 
should  be  established,  and  a  special  prize, 
or  prizes,  should  be  given  from  this  fund 
for  some  sports  event  each  year. 

This  year  it  took  the  form  of  a  prize  for 
the  man  putting  up  the  best  all-round 
performance  at  the  Summer  Sports  Meeting 
at  Church  Stretton. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  a  Druid 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Druids  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Philharmonic  Lodge, 
No.  581,  held  at  the  King's  Head,  Wands- 
worth High  Street.  Bro.  S.  C.  Tarry 
presided,  supported  by  Bro.  Stanley  Duncan 
in  the  Vice-Chair. 

Bro.  H.  R.  Selley,  m.p.,  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Order,  was  present. 

In  a  subsequent  interview,  Sir  Ian  said 
he  was  glad  to  join  this  noble  and  ancient 
Order,  and  particularly  glad  that  two  of  his 
brother  St.  Dunstaners  should  preside  at  the 
meeting. 


Braille  Magazines 

Our  attention  was  called  recently  to  a 
case  where  a  St.  Dunstaner  did  not  read  the 
braille  magazine  which  he  received  because 
it  did  not  interest  him. 

We  are  anxious  that  all  St.  Dunstaners 
should  have  the  use  of  a  reasonable  amount 
of  braille,  but  we  are  also  anxious  that 
there  should  be  no  waste.  Would  any 
St.  Dunstaner  who  is  not  using  his  braille 
magazines  kindly  notify  us. 

Golden  Wedding 

Many  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Marsden,  of  Blackburn,  who  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  on  September  2nd. 

Silver  Weddings 

Our  congratulations  to  the  following  : 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Stedman,  Hayes,  July 
19th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Gunson,  Batley, 
July  22nd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  O.  Evans, 
Llansamlet,  July  28th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Edwards,  Hackney,  July  30th ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Wardle,  East  Haddon,  August 
5th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Attrell,  Polegate, 
August  17th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Creasey, 
Lancing,  September  14th. 

The  Fresh  Air  Fund 

Mr.  Ernest  Kessell,  c.b.e.,  whom  many 
old  friends  of  St.  Dunstan's  will  remember 
with  affection,  writes  to  our  Chairman 
saying  how  grateful  he  and  the  Committee 
of  the  Fresh  Air  Fund  are  to  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
Nugee  and  all  those  at  St.  Dunstan's,  Church 
Stretton,  for  their  continued  interest  in  the 
Fresh  Air  Fund .  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  Church  Collections  at  Church 
Stretton  have  resulted  in  £25  16s.  8d.  being 
sent  to   Mr.   Kessell  for  the  Fund. 

Marriages 

Beaufoy — Perry. — On  Wednesday,  August 
4th,  at  the  Parish  Church,  Church 
Stretton,  Charles  E.  Beaufoy,  ex-Mayor  of 
Dover  and  formerly  Chief  Constable, 
Dover  Special  Constabulary,  to  Miss 
Kathleen  M.  Perry. 

Cowing — Taylor. — On  September  18th,  at 
St.  John's  Church,Woodley,  near  Reading, 
W.  H.  Cowing  to  Miss  Dorothy  Taylor. 

Heren— O'Brien.— On  July  24th,  L. 
Heren,  of  Stepney,  to  Miss  M.  O'Brien. 

Melling— Stiff. — On  July  31st,  D. 
Melling,  of  Coggeshall,  to  Mrs.  Stiff. 

O'Connell — Plummer. — On  August  18th, 
at  Tredegar,  S.  O'Connell,  of  Tredegar, 
to  Miss  Plummer. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

As  we  shall  be  on  holiday  when  these 
notes  go  to  press  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  and  there  was  no  August  Review, 
our  news  will  probably  have  lost  its  first 
freshness  and  may  almost  have  acquired 
vintage  ! 

On  July  19th,  some  classes  opened  at 
Brockhurst,  where  Miss  Preedy  and  Mr. 
Killingback  have  started  Braille  and  Moon 
lessons.  Miss  Lovett  gives  typing  lessons 
in  the  mornings  and  Harold  Thomson 
presides  over  the  Joiners.  The  whole 
Massage  section,  under  J.  Steel,  has  been 
moved  from  Longmynd,  and  "  Clarence  " 
was  transferred  with  due  ceremony  to  his 
new  resting-place  :  he  must  have  moved  as 
often  as  Akhnaton  and  other  celebrated 
mummies. 

At  the  suggestion  of  J.  Vincent,  a 
Brockhurst  staff  Derby  was  run,  with  the 
inevitable  sweepstake  on  the  result :  prac- 
tically all  the  V.A.D.  staff  of  Brockhurst 
were  entered,  and  the  course  was  from 
Longmynd  entrance  via  the  Drive,  Cunnery 
Road,  down  the  woodland  path,  across  the 
Hereford-Ludlow  Road,  and  up  the  drive  to 
Brockhurst.  The  entries  were  started  off 
at  intervals  of  five  minutes'  each  having 
been  blindfolded,  her  record  and  backing 
read  over,  was  sent  on  her  way  ;  some  went 
carefully  and  timorously.  .  .  .  The  Matron 
took  the  wrong  turning  at  the  Woodland 
gate,  set  off  down  Cunnery  Hill,  where, 
having  collided  with  the  big  beech  tree,  she 
made  a  dash  for  the  upper  slopes,  and  might 
have  gone  up  the  97  steps  had  she  not  been 
rescued  and  persuaded  into  a  car.  Some 
literally  ran  most  of  the  way.  Those  who 
realise  the  distance,  diversity,  and  hilliness 
of  the  course  will  agree  that  Miss  Bowyer 
the  winner,  did  remarkably  well  in  setting 
up  the  record  of  11  \  minutes. 

On  July  2nd  we  had  our  first  C.E.M.A. 
Concert.  We  have  also  had  two  E.N.S.A. 
parties  ;  and  the  Musical  Society,  which  has 
a  membership  of  sixty  odd,  wound  up  its 
season  with  a  Piano-Song  Recital  by 
Mrs.  Steel  and  Mr.  Kitson.  Their  reputa- 
tion as  performers  at  St.  Dun  Stan's  is  too 
well  known  to  need  any  further  commenda- 
tion here. 

It  is  some  time  since  we  had  a  wedding  at 
Church  Stretton,  so  we  looked  forward  to 
August  4th  (Der  Tag  of  1914),  when 
Grandpa  (less  well  known  as  C.  E.  Beaufov, 


here  at  any  rate)  was  married  to  Miss 
Kathleen  Perry.  As  once  before  it  sounds 
like  a  game  of  Consequences — "  The  ex- 
Mayor  of  Dover  met  Miss  Perry  in  the  Food 
Office,  where,  as  be  explained  in  a  delightful 
little  speech  at  the  reception,  he  went  to  ask 
for  a  permit  for  honey  for  his  bees. 
According  to  him,  she  led  him  up  the 
garden  path  to  see  those  bees,  and  .... 
at  any  rate — whatever  the  truth — it  all  ends 
the  same  way  ....  and  the  Consequence 
was  ....  and  the  World  said  .  .  .  ." 

As  may  be  supposed,  there  was  a  large 
gathering  at  St.  Lawrence's  Church,  both 
ecclesiastical  and  lay,  the  former  including  a 
Bishop  and  two  Archdeacons.  The  Rev.  T. 
Beaufoy  acted  as  best  man  to  his  father. 
The  Reception  was  held  in  the  garden  at 
Battlefield. 

The  Tandem  Club  now  has  eight  machines 
and  meets  for  a  picnic  every  Saturday 
afternoon.  The  Guides  have  such  a  repu- 
tation for  skill  in  riding  that  several  who 
had  not  ridden  for  twenty  years,  and  some 
even  who  had  never  ridden  before,  have 
entrusted  their  lives  to  them  and  come  back 
unscathed  and  asking  for   more. 

We  have  had  two  talks — one  on  war 
conditions  in  Holland,  by  Mr.  Jansen, 
himself  a  refugee  in  this  country  ;  the  other 
on  "  Life  in  Italian  P.O.W.  Camps,"  b)  the 
Rev.  E.  Broomhead,  an  Australian  padre  who 
joined  the  R.A.A.M.C.  and  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Germans  in  North  Africa. 
After  passing  through  various  P.O.W. 
camps  under  German  control,  he,  with 
many  other  British  prisoners  who  had  been 
too  exhausted  by  the  hardships  they  had 
undergone  to  do  any  more  gruelling  work, 
were  handed  over  to  the  Italians.  The 
Italians  took  them  to  Sicily,  and  thence 
drafted  them  to  various  camps  on  the 
Italian  mainland.  Here  he  fell  in  with 
J.  Jolly — the  Chairman  for  the  evening, 
J.  Lee  and  I.  Darling,  St.  Dunstaners  who 
were  repatriated  to  this  country  at  Easter 
of  this  year. 

The  value  of  the  Rev.  Broomhead's 
friendship  to  our  three  men  was  apparent 
in  the  enthusiastic  greeting  they  gave  him 
when  he  visited  Church  Stretton.  R. 
Ettridge  voiced  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  speaker. 

The  Summer  Sports  meeting  was  held 
on  August  10th,  at  Brockhurst.  We  have 
now  two  prizes  for  annual  competition 
— the    Raven    Cup,  awarded  last  year  to 
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N.  Cook,  has  now  passed  on  to  J.  Vincent ; 
and  the  Bridges'  Prize — so  named  after 
Dr.  Bridges — awarded  for  the  man  putting 
up  the  best  all-round  show.  This  went 
to  J.  Philips,  who  gained  ISh  roints  out 
of  a  possible  20. 

There  were  large  entries  for  most  of  the 
events ;  the  results  will  be  found  below. 
Tea  was  served  in  the  Braille  Room,  and 
those  who  chose  picnicked  on  the  slope 
above.  At  5.30  p.m.  we  inu .  ,  '  ~  to  the 
swimming  pool  for  the  .Water  Sports.  For 
some  reason  the  greasy  pole  was  not  forth- 
coming— has  it  been  sacrificed  for  the 
national  effort,  or  was  there  not  enough 
grease  to  spare  ?  Anyhow,  the  Jockey 
Race  was  a  good  substitute :  here  each 
competitor  was  mounted  on  the  shoulders 
of  another  blind  man,  and  after  shaking 
hands  ceremoniously  in  mid-stream,  tried 
to  unhorse  his  opponent.  Another  novelty 
was  Underwater  Swimming  :  here  several 
competitors  surprised  us  by  the  length  of 
time  they  were  able  to  stay  submerged,  and 
we  grew  quite  anxious  about  Bill  Robinson, 
who  held  out  for  57  seconds.  Diving  for 
Plates  was  again  a  popular  event.  Altogether 
we  on  the  sunny  slope  felt  grateful  to  those 
"  shiverers  "  who  gave  us  such  a  good  show. 

The  prizes  were  to  have  been  presented 
ceremoniously  in  the  Braille  Room,  but 
they  were  brought  to  the  slope  overlooking 
the  pool,  where  Lady  Fraser  distributed 
them,  often  scrambling  up  the  bank — which 
she  described  as  "  like  the  side  of  a  house," 
and  reaching  the  winner  before  he  had  time 
to  get  to  his  feet !  Votes  of  thanks  were 
passed — to  Lady  Fraser,  to  Miss  Canti  and 
the  Sports  Committee  and  their  helpers, 
to  Mrs.  Dudley  Phillips  and  those  from 
Brockhurst  and  Longmynd,  who  fed  us  so 
well  and  comfortably,  and  last  but  not  least 
to  those  competitors  who  had  given  us  such 
an  enjoyable  afternoon. 

Prize  List 

1.  Running  70  yds.  (slightly  sighted). — 
1,  T.  Brougham;  2,  F.  Madgwick. 

Running     70    yds.    (blinded    men). — 
1,  J.  Philips  ;  2,  M.  Delaney. 

2.  Throwing    Cricket     Ball.— 

1,  C.  Cooper  ;  2,  S.  Tutton  ;  3,  F.  Mills. 

3.  Throwing  Football — 

1,  L.  Cadman  ;  2,  S.  Blackmore  ;  3,  W. 
Cottam. 


4.  Three-legged  Race — 

1,    J.    Simmons    and    Miss    Eabry ;    2, 
W.  Robinson  and  Miss  Brooke. 

5.  Single  Long  Jump — 

1,   M.   Delaney;   2,   L.   Thompson;   3, 
W.  Robinson. 

6.  Treble  Jump — 

1,  J.  Vincent ;  2,  B.  Purcell ;  3,  T.  Watts. 

7.  Ladies'  Race  (Trainees) — 

1,   Miss  E.  Aldred;   2,  Miss   S.   Black; 
3,  Miss  B.  Henderson. 

8.  Ladies'  Race  (Staff  and  Visitors) — 
1,  Miss  Strachan;  2,  Miss  E.  Watson. 

9.  Throwing  Medicine  Ball — 
1,  F.  Morgan;  2,  B.  Briggs. 

10.  Sack  Race— 

1,  F.  Morgan  and  Pte.  Siddell ; 

2,  R.  Bridger  and  Miss  Eabry. 

11.  Men's  Race  (Staff  and  Visitors)— 
1,  L.A.C.  Foster;  2,  Pte.  Siddell. 

12.  Tug-of-War— 

Winning  Team  :  T.  Brougham,  C.  Cooper, 
F.    Morgan,    L.    Cadman,  T.    Roden, 
F.  Madgwick,  R.  Bridger,  F.  Mills. 
The  Raven  Cup  (Winner  of  most  events, 
with  handicapping) — J.  Vincent. 

Dr.  Bridges'  Prize  (Winner  of  most  events, 
without  handicapping). — J.   Philips. 

The  Water  Sports 

1.  "  Horse  and  Jockey  "  Competition — 

1,  J.  Vincent  and  J.  Philips  ; 

2,  T.  Brougham  and  R.  Fullard. 

2.  Diving  for  Plates — 

1,  J.  Philips. 

3.  Long  Plunge — 

1,  W.  Robinson;  2,  T.  Roden. 
•        •        • 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing. —  G.  Buchanan,  J.  Phillips, 
J.  Lee,  W.  Robinson,  J.  Jolly,  W. 
Cunningham,  E.  Watt,  J.  Simmons,  T. 
Callaghan,  W.  Cottam,  A.  Reynolds. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — J.  Jolly, 
G.  Collins,  T.  Dudley,  B.  Bentley,  V. 
Formstone,  A.  Naumann. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — J. 
Delaney. 

Admitted  to  Hospital.—  T-Capt.  J. 
Teuton,  R.A.  (33),  Larne,  Co.  Antrim ; 
Gnr.  H.  Greenhalgh,  R.H.A.  (20),  Bolton  ; 
Pte.     E.     Stent,    Hampshire    Regt.     (32), 


\ 


ST.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Church  Stretton  Notes 

As  we  shall  be  on  holiday  when  these 
notes  go  to  press  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  and  there  was  no  August  Review, 
our  news  will  probably  have  lost  its  first 
freshness  and  may  almost  have  acquired 
vintage  ! 

On  July  19th,  some  classes  opened  at 
Brockhurst,  where  Miss  Preedy  and  Mr. 
Killingback  have  started  Braille  and  Moon 
lessons.  Miss  Lovett  gives  typing  lessons 
in  the  mornings  and  Harold  Thomson 
presides  over  the  Joiners.  The  whole 
Massage  section,  under  J.  Steel,  has  been 
moved  from  Longmynd,  and  "  Clarence  " 
was  transferred  with  due  ceremony  to  bis 
new  resting-place  :  he  must  have  moved  as 
often  as  Akhnaton  and  other  celebrated 
mummies. 

At  the  suggestion  of  J.  Vincent,  a 
Brockhurst  staff  Derby  was  run,  with  the 
inevitable  sweepstake  on  the  result :  prac- 
tically all  the  V.A.D.  staff  of  Brockhurst 
were  entered,  and  the  course  was  from 
Longmynd  entrance  via  the  Drive,  Cunnery 
Road,  down  the  woodland  path,  across  the 
Hereford-Ludlow  Road,  and  up  the  drive  to 
Brockhurst.  The  entries  were  started  off 
at  intervals  of  five  minutes'  each  having 
been  blindfolded,  her  record  and  backing 
read  over,  was  sent  on  her  way  ;  some  went 
carefully  and  timorously.  .  .  .  The  Matron 
took  the  wrong  turning  at  the  Woodland 
gate,  set  off  down  Cunnery  Hill,  where, 
having  collided  with  the  big  beech  tree,  she 
made  a  dash  for  the  upper  slopes,  and  might 
have  gone  up  the  97  steps  had  she  not  been 
rescued  and  persuaded  into  a  car.  Some 
literally  ran  most  of  the  way.  Those  who 
realise  the  distance,  diversity,  and  hilliness 
of  the  course  will  agree  that  Miss  Bowyer 
the  winner,  did  remarkably  well  in  setting 
up  the  record  of  11 J  minutes. 

On  July  2nd  we  had  our  first  C.E.M.A. 
Concert.  We  have  also  had  two  E.N.S.A. 
parties  ;  and  the  Musical  Society,  which  has 
a  membership  of  sixty  odd,  wound  up  its 
season  with  a  Piano-Song  Recital  by 
Mrs.  Steel  and  Mr.  Kitson.  Their  reputa- 
tion as  performers  at  St.  Dunstan's  is  too 
well  known  to  need  any  further  commenda- 
tion here. 

It  is  some  time  since  we  had  a  wedding  at 
Church  Stretton,  so  we  looked  forward  to 
August  4th  (Der  Tag  of  1914),  when 
Grandpa  (less  well  known  as  C.  E.  Beaufoy, 


here  at  any  rate)  was  married  to  Miss 
Kathleen  Perry.  As  once  before  it  sounds 
like  a  game  of  Consequences—"  The  ex- 
Mayor  of  Dover  met  Miss  Perry  in  the  Food 
Office,  where,  as  he  explained  in  a  delightful 
little  speech  at  the  reception,  he  went  to  ask 
for  a  permit  for  honey  for  his  bees. 
According  to  him,  she  led  him  up  the 
garden  path  to  see  those  bees,  and  .... 
at  any  rate — whatever  the  truth — it  all  ends 
the  same  way  ....  and  the  Consequence 
was  ....  and  the  World  said  .  .  .  ." 

As  may  be  supposed,  there  was  a  large 
gathering  at  St.  Lawrence's  Church,  both 
ecclesiastical  and  lay,  the  former  including  a 
Bishop  and  two  Archdeacons.  The  Rev.  T. 
Beaufoy  acted  as  best  man  to  his  father. 
The  Reception  was  held  in  the  garden  at 
Battlefield. 

The  Tandem  Club  now  has  eight  machines 
and  meets  for  a  picnic  every  Saturday 
afternoon.  The  Guides  have  such  a  repu- 
tation for  skill  in  riding  that  several  who 
had  not  ridden  for  twenty  years,  and  some 
even  who  had  never  ridden  before,  have 
entrusted  their  lives  to  them  and  come  back 
unscathed  and  asking  for   more. 

We  have  had  two  talks — one  on  war 
conditions  in  Holland,  by  Mr.  Jansen, 
himself  a  refugee  in  this  country  ;  the  other 
on  "  Life  in  Italian  P.O.W.  Camps,"  b>  the 
Rev.  E.  Broomhead,  an  Australian  padre  who 
joined  the  R.A.A.M.C.  and  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Germans  in  North  Africa. 
After  passing  through  various  P.O.W. 
camps  under  German  control,  he,  with 
many  other  British  prisoners  who  had  been 
too  exhausted  by  the  hardships  they  had 
undergone  to  do  any  more  gruelling  work, 
were  handed  over  to  the  Italians.  The 
Italians  took  them  to  Sicily,  and  thence 
drafted  them  to  various  camps  on  the 
Italian  mainland.  Here  he  fell  in  with 
J.  Jolly — the  Chairman  for  the  evening, 
J.  Lee  and  I.  Darling,  St.  Dunstaners  who 
were  repatriated  to  this  country  at  Easter 
of  this  year. 

The  value  of  the  Rev.  Broomhead's 
friendship  to  our  three  men  was  apparent 
in  the  enthusiastic  greeting  they  gave  him 
when  he  visited  Church  Stretton.  R. 
Ettridge  voiced  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  speaker. 

The  Summer  Sports  meeting  was  held 
on  August  10th,  at  Brockhurst.  We  have 
now  two  prizes  for  annual  competition 
— the    Raven    Cup,  awarded  last  year  to 
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N.  Cook,  has  now  passed  on  to  J.  Vincent ; 
and  the  Bridges'  Prize — so  named  after 
Dr.  Bridges — awarded  for  the  man  putting 
up  the  best  all-round  show.  This  went 
to  J.  Philips,  who  gained  13 J  points  out 
of  a  possible  20. 

There  were  large  entries  for  most  of  the 
events ;  the  results  will  be  found  below. 
Tea  was  served  in  the  Braille  Room,  and 
those  who  chose  picnicked  on  the  slope 
above.  At  5.30  p.m.  we  moved  up  to  the 
swimming  pool  for  the  .Water  Sports.  For 
some  reason  the  greasy  pole  was  not  forth- 
coming— has  it  been  sacrificed  for  the 
national  effort,  or  was  there  not  enough 
grease  to  spare  ?  Anyhow,  the  Jockey 
Race  was  a  good  substitute :  here  each 
competitor  was  mounted  on  the  shoulders 
of  another  blind  man,  and  after  shaking 
hands  ceremoniously  in  mid-stream,  tried 
to  unhorse  his  opponent.  Another  novelty 
was  Underwater  Swimming  :  here  several 
competitors  surprised  us  by  the  length  of 
time  they  were  able  to  stay  submerged,  and 
we  grew  quite  anxious  about  Bill  Robinson, 
who  held  out  for  57  seconds.  Diving  for 
Plates  was  again  a  popular  event.  Altogether 
we  on  the  sunny  slope  felt  grateful  to  those 
"  shiverers  "  who  gave  us  such  a  good  show. 

The  prizes  were  to  have  been  presented 
ceremoniously  in  the  Braille  Room,  but 
they  were  brought  to  the  slope  overlooking 
the  pool,  where  Lady  Fraser  distributed 
them,  often  scrambling  up  the  bank — which 
she  described  as  "  like  the  side  of  a  house," 
and  reaching  the  winner  before  he  had  time 
to  get  to  his  feet !  Votes  of  thanks  were 
passed — to  Lady  Fraser,  to  Miss  Canti  and 
the  Sports  Committee  and  their  helpers, 
to  Mrs.  Dudley  Phillips  and  those  from 
Brockhurst  and  Longmynd,  who  fed  us  so 
well  and  comfortably,  and  last  but  not  least 
to  those  competitors  who  had  given  us  such 
an  enjoyable  afternoon. 

Prize  List 

1.  Running  70  yds.  (slightly  sighted). — 
1,  T.  Brougham;  2,  F.  Madgwick. 

Running     70    yds.    (blinded    men). — 
1,  J.  Philips  ;  2,  M.  Delaney. 

2.  Throwing     Cricket     Ball.— 

1,  C.  Cooper  ;  2,  S.  Tutton  ;  3,  F.  Mills. 

3.  Throwing  Football — 

1,  L.  Cadman  ;  2,  S.  Blackmore  ;  3,  W. 
Cottam. 


4.  Three-legged  Race — 

1,    J.    Simmons    and    Miss    Eabry ;    2, 
W.  Robinson  and  Miss  Brooke. 

5.  Single  Long  Jump — 

1,   M.   Delaney;   2,   L.   Thompson;   3, 
W.  Robinson. 

6.  Treble  Jump — 

1,  J.  Vincent ;  2,  B.  Purcell ;  3,  T.  Watts. 

7.  Ladies'  Race  (Trainees) — 

1,   Miss  E.  Aldred;   2,  Miss   S.   Black; 
3,  Miss  B.  Henderson. 

8.  Ladies'  Race  (Staff  and  Visitors) — 
1,  Miss  Strachan;  2,  Miss  E.  Watson. 

9.  Throwing  Medicine  Ball — 
1,  F.  Morgan;  2,  B.  Briggs. 

10.  Sack  Race— 

1,  F.  Morgan  and  Pte.  Siddell ; 

2,  R.  Bridger  and  Miss  Eabry. 

11.  Men's  Race  (Staff  and  Visitors)— 
1,  L.A.C.  Foster ;  2,  Pte.  Siddell. 

12.  Tug-of-War— 

Winning  Team  :  T.  Brougham,  C.  Cooper, 
F.    Morgan,    L.    Cadman,  T.    Roden, 
F.  Madgwick,  R.  Bridger,  F.  Mills. 
The  Raven  Cup  (Winner  of  most  events, 
with  handicapping) — J.  Vincent. 

Dr.  Bridges'  Prize  (Winner  of  most  events, 
without  handicapping). — J.   Philips. 

The  Water  Sports 

1.  "  Horse  and  Jockey  "  Competition — 

1,  J.  Vincent  and  J.  Philips  ; 

2,  T.  Brougham  and  R.  Fullard. 

2.  Diving  for  Plates — 

1,  J.  Philips/ 

3.  Long  Plunge — 

1,  W.  Robinson  ;  2,  T.  Roden. 
•        •        • 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing. —  G.  Buchanan,  J.  Phillips, 
J.  Lee,  W.  Robinson,  J.  Jolly,  W. 
Cunningham,  E.  Watt,  J.  Simmons,  T. 
Callaghan,  W.  Cottam,  A.  Reynolds. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — J.  Jolly, 
G.  Collins,  T.  Dudley,  B.  Bentley,  V. 
Formstone,  A.  Naumann. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — J. 
Delaney. 

Admitted  to  Hospital.— T-Capt.  J. 
Teuton,  R.A.  (33),  Larne,  Co.  Antrim ; 
Gnr.  H.  Greenhalgh,  R.H.A.  (20),  Bolton  ; 
Pte.     E.     Stent,    Hampshire     Regt.     (32), 
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Liverpool ;  Spr.  C.  Hale,  R.E.  (28), 
Clevedon,  Som. ;  Tpr.  R.  Shaw,  R.A.C. 
(31),  Fleetwood  ;  Pte.  P.  Spring,  The  Buffs 
(30),  Walthamstow,  London  ;  Cpl.  R.  Vost, 
Home  Guard  (18),  Flixton,  Manchester  ; 
L.A.C.  R.  Evans,  R.A.F.  (29),  Maes-y-coed, 
Pontypridd;  Spr.  H.  Holland,  R.E.  (35), 
Cambuslang,  by  Glasgow  ;  Tpr.  T.  Gaygan, 
Recce.  Corps  (22),  Vauxhall,  London ; 
L-Cpl.  D.  Bain,  R.A.S.C,  (25),  Innerleithen, 
Peebleshire  ;  Dvr.  C.  Chadwick,  R.A.  (27), 
Urmston,  Manchester ;  L-Sergt.  E.  Foster, 
R.E.  (23),  Barnsley,  Yorks  ;  Pte.  O. 
Huttunen,  U.S.  Army  Air  Force  (re- 
admitted). 

Hospital  Transfer  to  await  Repatria- 
tion to  Canada. — Gnr.  C.  Dion. 

Hospital  Discharge,  hoping  to  take 
up  Civilian  Employment. — Spr.  C.  Hale. 

Hospital  Discharge,  later  to  take  up 
training. — Tpr.  R.  Shaw,  Gnr.  J.  Smith, 
Pte.  E.  Stent. 

St.    Dunstaners    Remain    Young 

Many  of  you  old  timers  must  know  Dick 
Edwards,  boot  repairer,  of  Twickenham. 
Years  ago  as  a  trainee  he  was  known  for  his 
ability  as  a  sculler.  Now,  like  many  other 
older  St.  Dunstaners,  he  has  entered  their 
ranks  as  a  Peter  Pan,  for  he  has  once  again 
taken  up  tandem  riding. 

On  Sunday,  August  22nd,  he  had  his 
first  ride.  At  first  it  was  undecided  whether 
to  drop  his  saddle  down  or  pack  the  pedals 
up,  for  Dick's  legs  are  rather  short.  Dick 
and  his  friend  started  off  and,  of  course,  very 
conveniently  ran  into  a  village  out  Oxshott 
way  just  at  opening  time.  The  two  of  them 
went  into  one  of  "  the  locals  "  for  a  reviver 
and  there  met  many  other  cyclists.  Suddenly 
there  was  a  bang  outside ;  a  tyre  had 
exploded.  Dick  and  his  friend  sat  back 
laughing,  for  they  had  new  tyres  on  their 
tandem.  The  other  cyclists  all  looking 
rather  worried,  went  out  to  inspect  their 
wheels  and  slowly  drifted  back  without 
saying  a  word.  Eventually  Dick  and  his 
friend  went  out  and,  to  their  consternation, 
found  that  it  was  their  tyre  that  had  blown 
up.  All  his  friends  maintain  that  it  was  the 
extra  weight  of  Passchendale  mud  that  they 
say  he  still  has  on  bis  knees  that  caused  the 
tyre  to  explode.  Anyway,  he  is  game  to  try 
again,  and  says  that  next  time  he  even 
intends  to  do  a  little  pedalling. 

Ron  Ettridge. 


On  Active  Service 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Williams,  of  Hay  wards 
Heath,  whose  son,  John,  has  been  killed 
while  serving  as  a  Sergeant  Pilot  with  the 
R.A.F. V.R.,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillibrand, 
of  Pendleton,  Salford,  whose  adopted  son, 
Willie,  has  been  killed  in  the  Central 
Mediterranean. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Terence, 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Davidson,  of 
Bradford,  Manchester,  has  been  missing 
since  the  fall  of  Singapore.  He  was 
married  shortly  before  he  arrived  there 

Prisoners  of  War 

After  a  silence  of  nineteen  months, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowe,  of  Burslem,  have 
heard  that  their  son,  Geoffrey,  is.  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Japanese  hands. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  McGuire,  of 
Drogheda,  who  has  been  missing  since 
Singapore,  is  a  prisoner  in  Japan. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  A.  Muller, 
of  Mafeking,  South  Africa,  is  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  Italy. 

Promotions 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Skelly's  son,  Benny, 
to  the  rank  of  full  lieutenant. 

Yvonne,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Girling,  who  is  now  in  Durban,  to  the  rank 
of  Leading  Wren. 

William  Irvine,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
Irvine,  Glasgow,  now  serving  with  the 
Fleet  Air  Arm,  to  the  rank  of  Petty  Officer. 

Joan  Condon,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  T.  Condon,  Basingstoke,  to  the  rank 
of  Company  Sergeant  Major,  A.T.S. 

Albert  Tebbutt,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Tebbutt,  of  Nottingham,  to  the  rank 
of  Sergeant,  Royal  Artillery. 

Brief  Notes 

When  Sir  Stafford  Cripps  visited  a 
factory  in  the  North  of  England  recently 
he  shook  hands  with  H.  Hotson,  who  is 
employed  there. 

W.  Stedman,  of  Hayes,  gave  a  wool  rug 
to  be  raffled  in  a  recent  Wings  for  Victory 
Week,  which  realised  £22  16s.  3d. 

For  Sale 

Pianola.  Mahogany  case,  iron  frame.  In 
excellent  condition  and  tuned  very  recently. 
Nice  tone.  Made  by  Hickie  and  Hickie,  Reading. 
Thirty  rolls  to  go  with  it.     Price  £70,  or  near  offer. 
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Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

Kathleen  Payne,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  F.  Payne,  Royston,  to  Staff  Sergt. 
William  Carl  Murphree,  American  Army, 
May  1st. 

Vera  Durrant,  daughter  of  the  late 
S.  Durrant  and  Mrs.  Allen,  Wimborne,  to 
Pte.  James  Blackall,  May  28th. 

L.A.C.W.  May  Williams,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Williams,  Chepstow,  to 
Gunner  B.  K.  Tidley,  May  29th. 

David  Blake  Finch,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Finch,  Upper  Gornal,  to  Miss  Lilian  Wright, 
June  12tb. 

Clifford  Bond,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond, 
Bath,  to  Miss  Helen  Collins,  June  10th. 

Terrence  Samworth,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Samworth,  Edgware,  to  Miss  Elsie  Mary 
Collinson,  June  12th. 

The  Bridge  Club 
Strides  Many  Bridges 

During  the  past  few  months  the  Bridge 
Club  has  been  extremely  active.  Our  first 
match  since  my  previous  notes  was  on 
June  19th,  when  a  team  of  four,  representing 
the   Civil   Service,   opposed   us ;   we  lost. 

Then  followed  our  second  visit  to 
Harrogate,  on  July  3rd,  and  we  spent  a 
grand  and  glorious  week.  We  played  four 
matches  and  won  one.  The  hospitality  of 
our  friends  in  this  Yorkshire  town  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  visit  also 
included  several  Bridge  Drives,  and  we  also 
took  part  in  the  Yorkshire  "  Evening 
Post "  Championship. 

The  final  gathering  was  on  Friday,  July 
9th,  when  our  Bridge  Club  were  the  donors 
of  the  prizes  for  the  Bridge  Drive.  At  the 
conclusion,  Messrs.  A.  Field  and  J.  Morrison 
expressed  the  pleasure  of  all  present  on  the 
second  visit  of  St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club, 
and  the  hope  that  we  would  continue  our 
visits.  Our  Captain,  H.  Gover,  was  in 
excellent  form  in  a  happy  little  speech,  and 
said  that  the  St.  Dunstan's  Club  was 
extremely  grateful  to  all  who  had  con- 
tributed to  make  the  visit  such  a  grand 
success. 

On  Saturday,  July  17th,  C.  F.  Thompson 
and  N.  Downs  captained  teams  of  four  in 
a  Club  duplicate  match,  the  former  being 
the  winner.  On  this  day  we  were  delighted 
to  receive  a  visit  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  P. 


Stern.  For  some  years  we  have  endeavoured 
to  play  the  Stern  system,  and  we  were  glad 
to  have  the  presence  of  the  creator  of  the 
system. 

On  Saturday,  August  21st,  we  played  our 
first  match  against  Messrs.  Lyons.  I  am 
pleased  to  record  that  we  won  our  first  home 
match  of  the  season.  The  "  Official 
Coach  "  may  put  the  win  down  to  the  fact 
of  his  inclusion  in  the  team. 

The  Bridge  League  goes  along  steadily, 
with  T.  Roden  and  L.  Douglas  leading, 
but  A.  Wiltshire  and  R.  Coles  are  not  far 
behind.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  ladies 
on  these  special  Saturdays  for  the  excellent 
teas  they  have  provided.  It  has  been  a 
grand,  summer  for  playing  on  the  lawn,  but 
I  feel  there  must  be  others  amongst  our 
colleagues  who  could  come  along  and  share 
our  enjoyment.  We  shall  be  happy  to 
welcome  anyone,  whether  new  or  old. 

R.P.C. 

Births 

Barstow. — On  July  26th,  to  the  wife  of 

Michael    Barstow,    now    at    Battlefield, 

Church  Stretton,  a  daughter. 
Barton. — To  the  wife  of  S.  Barton  (new 

war   St.   Dunstaner)   on   September  9th, 

twin  daughters. 
Bray. — To  the  wife  of  H.  Bray,  Wythen- 

shawe,  Manchester — a  son. 
Buckley. — To  the  wife  of  Robin  Buckley, 

g.m.,     of    Ovingdean     (new    war      St. 

Dunstaner,    on    September    14th — a   son 

and  a  daughter. 
Cooper. — To  the  wife  of  V.   Cooper,  of 

Brighton,  a  second  daughter — Sally. 

Deaths 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  this  month 
to  the  following  : — 
Ashwell. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Ashwell, 

of  Cheadle  Hulme,  who  have  lost  their 

only     son    after    an    illness    of   several 

months. 
Murphy.— To  T.  W.  Murphy,  of  Bedling- 

ton,   whose  wife  passed  away  on   Sep- 
tember 11th, 
O'Callaghan. — To    P.    O'Callaghan,    of 

Cork,  who  has  recently  suffered  the  loss 

of  his  wife. 
Pike. — To  Mrs.  Pike,  widow  of  our  late  St. 

Dunstaner,  passed  away  at  Blackpool  on 

July  26th.     I 
Puddefoot. — To  E.  Puddefoot,  of  Finchley, 

whose  wife  passed  away  on  August  13th. 
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In    JlUmorj) 


Corporal  Robert  Aspin^ll  (Royal  Defence  Corps) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  Aspinall,  of  Barry  Dock. 

He  served  from  February,  1915,  until  December,  1916,  and  tor  twelve  years  prior  to  the 
Great  War  had  been  a  regular  soldier,  seeing  service  in  India  and  South  Africa.  His  sight 
was  seriously  damaged,  but  he  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's  until  1936,  when  he  was  over 
sixty  years  of  age.  His  very  poor  health,  coupled  with  his  age,  prevented  him  undertaking 
any  training,  and  he  lived  a  quiet  life.     His  death  occurred  in  hospital  on  July  26th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  eight  children,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Sergeant  Albert  Gribben  (6th  Royal  Irish  Rifles) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  A.  Gribben,  of  Belfast. 

Enlisting  immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  wat  in  1914,  he  was  dischaiged  from  the  Army 
early  in  1918,  his  sight  having  failed  as  a  result  of  malaria.  He  came  to  us  very  soon  afterwards 
and  was  trained  as  a  boot  repairer  and  mat-maker.  He  and  his  wife  carried  on  a  small  business 
for  a  period,  but  of  late  years  he  had  not  been  very  fit.  His  health  did  not  improve  and  on 
August  8th  he  passed  away  at  his  home. 

He  was  buried  at  Dromore,  Co.  Down,  after  a  service  in  Dromore  Cathedral.  St.  Dunstaners 
J.  Brockerton,  W.  J.  Berry,  and  H.  McAteer,  with  Mr.  Macauley,   represented  St.  Dunstan's. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  amongst  the  many  flowers. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  wife  and  family  in  their  loss. 

Private  Charles  Huigrinson  (1j6th  West  Yorkshire  Regiment) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  C.  Flutchinson,  of  Bradford. 

"  Hutch  "  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  Match,  1916,  with  damaged  sight  and  a  disabled 
right  hand,  but  he  did  not  come  to  us  until  October,  1918,  when  he  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer 
and  clog-maker.  After  some  years,  however,  his  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  give  this 
up  and  he  contented  himself  with  a  little  wool-rug  work. 

His  death  was  very  sudden.  He  was  visiting  Blackpool  to  fetch  a  niece  from  hospital  and 
had  arranged  to  stay  at  our  Home  for  one  night.  After  visiting  the  Hospital  he  was  taken  ill 
and  died  within  a  few  hours  at  our  Home.  His  body  was  taken  to  Bradford  for  burial.  Among 
the  many  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family  in  their  loss. 

Private  Peter  Cairns  Pratt  (11th  East  Yorkshire  Regiment) 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  P.  C.  Pratt,  of  Durham. 

He  served  from  November,  1914,  until  October,  1918,  when  he  was  discharged  as  a  result 
of  the  wounds  he  received  at  Arras,  in  November,  1917,  and  he  came  under  our  care  immediately. 
He  was  very  keen  and  energetic,  and  trained  as  a  boot  repairer  and  mat-maker.  For  some 
years  he  concentrated  only  on  boot-repairing,  but  in  recent  years,  failing  health  had  caused 
him  to  give  this  up  too.     His  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  and  took  place  on  August  2nd. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers.  Our 
deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  daughter.     His  wife  died  some  years  ago. 

Sergeant  Instructor  Arthur  William  Stevens  (Royal  Air  Force) 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  A.  W.  Stevens, 
of  Bridport. 

Joining  the  R.A.F.  when  only  15|  years  of  age,  he  saw  service  in  Iraq  and  India,  returning 
to  England  in  1939.  He  first  came  to  our  notice  in  November,  1941,  when  there  was  much 
publicity  and  representation  in  Parliament  concerning  his  pension.  He  was  subsequently  granted 
one  in  December,  1942.    Since  we  first  knew  him  he  had  been  entirely  helpless. 

His  death  took  place  on  August  8th.  Among  the  many  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian 
and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  Among  those  present  at  the  funeral  were  St.  Dunstaners 
H.  Crane,  N.  Downs,  and  M.  Sheridan.  A  Union  Jack  covered  the  coffin  and  members  of  Chidcock 
Home  Guard  acted  as  pall  bearers.     The  British  Legion  was  represented  by  Col.  Castle-Smith. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow,  to  whom  he  had  been  married  only  3|  years. 
Private  Francis  Walter  Tarry  (3rd  Essex  Regiment) 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  F.  W.  Tarry,  of  Hastings. 

He  came  to  us  in  May,  1921,  and  was  trained  as  a  joiner,  at  which  occupation  he  continued 
right  to  the  end.  He  had  always  had  indifferent  health,  but  his  death  on  August  2nd  came 
as  a  shock  to  us  all.     He  collapsed  whilst  out  walking,  and  was  only  ill  for  a  few  days. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  many  St.  Dunstaners,  including  W.  Ward,  T.  McDonough,  A. 
Sneddon,  W.  Nash,  their  wives  and  escorts,  and  many  friends.  Many  beautiful  flowers  were 
received,  including  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  her  two  children  in  their  sad  bereavement. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Welcome  Home 

IF  all  goes  well,  the  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  will  have  arrived  in  Britain  by 
the  time  you  read  these  words.  They  will  include  the  war-blinded  group  which  I  think 
consists  of  a  Canadian  officer,  a  Merchant  Navy  skipper,  and  eighteen  soldiers  and  sailors, 
including  an  Australian.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  exact  numbers  until  I  meet  them,  because 
some  of  the  original  St.  Dunstan's  group  in  Germany  have  recovered  some  useful  sight 
and  others   have  been  repatriated  direct  to  New   Zealand. 

The  blinded  men  are  already  full  St.  Dunstaners  and  most  of  them  have  become  expert 
typists  and  braillists  during  their  long  period  of  imprisonment.  As  was  the  case  with  the 
small  group  who  recently  returned  from  Italian  prison  camps,  these  men  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  the  good  wishes  of  all  of  us. 

Readers  may  be  interested  in  a  question  which  I  asked  the  Minister  of  State  in  Parliament 
on  October  19th.  Mr.  Richard  Law  had  been  telling  Parliament  about  the  repatriation. 
I  intervened  to  say  :  s 

While  congratulating  the  Government  and  their  diplomatic  and  military  officers  on 
this  happy  issue,  may  I  ask  whether,  in  order  to  consummate  it,  having  regard  to  the 
long  suffering  of  these  men,'  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  assure  the  House  that  he  will 
represent  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Fighting  Forces  and  the  Minister  of  Pensions  that  these 
men  will  remain  on  full  pay  until  there  has  been  time  for  their  claims  for  pensions  to  be 
fully  looked  into,  so  that  there  may  be  no  practical  omission  on  the  part  of  our  country 
in  giving  them  the  return  they  deserve  ? 

Mr.  Law  replied  : 

I  am  sure  that  we  are  all  very  conscious  of  the  debt  we  owe  to  these  wounded  and 
disabled  men,  and  I  will  certainly  pass  on  what  my  Jion.  and  gallant  Friend  has  said 
to  the  appropriate  Departments.  Perhaps  I  may  add  to  what  I  have  said  by  saying 
that  these  arrangements  are  being  carried  through  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
Adjutant-General,  whose  representatives  will  be  on  the  quay  to  meet  the  men  when  they 
arrive.  I  am  also  authorised  to  say  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
will  have  his  representative  on  the  quayside  as  well. 

I  have  put  down  further  questions  to  the  heads  of  the  Service  Departments  and  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  so  as  ro  follow  the  matter  up. 
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Planned  Listening 

I  have  just  been  listening  to  the  Brains  Trust,  with  Donald  McCullough  as  Chairman, 
and  Huxley,  Jenny  Lee,  Lord  Provost  Darling  of  Edinburgh  and  Malcolm  Sargent  taking 
part.  I  thought  it  a  very  good  Brains  Trust.  I  often  listen  to  the  play  at  10.15  on  Saturday 
nights  and  to  other  features.  I  get  a  lot  of  fun  out  of  listening  to  broadcasting,  and  of  course 
it  is  also  part  of  my  job  as  a  Governor  of  the  B.B.C.  But  as  often  as  not  I  miss  something  that 
1  would  like  to  have  heard,  and  the  next  day  people  say  to  me,  did  you  hear  so-and-so? 

The  idea  has  occurred,  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  convenience  to  a  blind  man 
if  he  took  the  trouble  to  learn  by  heart  the  times  and  days  upon  which  the  regular  features 
of  the  B.B.C.  programmes  were  broadcast.  Take  the  obvious  cases  I  have  mentioned, 
namely,  the  Brains  Trust,  8.15,  Tuesday  ;  the  play  10.15,  Saturday  ;  but  these  are  not  the 
only  two ;  there  are  the  regular  series  of  talks,  there  are  the  variety  periods,  and  the  serious 
music  periods,  and  there  are  the  War  Commentaries  which  occur  at  9.20  or  thereabouts 
on  a  regular  day  each  week.  The  same  thing  applies  during  the  day-time  listening  hours  ; 
there  are  regular  times  for  school  broadcasting  and  regular  times  for  programmes  which 
appeal  to  particular  groups  of  listeners.  Not  all  the  programme  is  allocated  in  this  way, 
but  there  is  a  very  considerable  part  of  it  that  follows  a  definite  pattern  each  week. 

Following  this  idea  I  have  started  an  enquiry  as  to  whether  we  could  elaborate  a  series 
of  short  courses  of  instruction  in  the  make-up  of  the  B.B.C.  programmes,  and  I  have  asked 
for  the  help  of  Mr.  B.  E.  Nicolls  and  the  Programme  Department  in  this  matter.  It  occurs 
to  me  that  it  would  be  of  value  to  old  St.  Dunstaners,  and  if  it  can  be  presented,  in  a  useful 
form  we  will  print  it  in  later  issues  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  Review.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
also  that  it  would  be  of  use  to  new  St.  Dunstaners,  and  might  form  part  of  a  short  course 
of  education  at  Church  Stretton. 

Too  many  people  finish  their  education  at  the  age  of  fourteen  when  it  would  have 
been  of  great  assistance  to  them  to  continue  for  a  longer  period.  At  the  St.  Dunstan's 
of  this  war  we  have  tried  to  make  up  for  this  to  a  small  extent  by  courses  in  History  and 
English  and  in  current  affairs.  It  is  not  easy  when  you  are  twenty-two  or  three  or  perhaps  older 
to  go  back  to  school  and  learn  to  read  braille  and  to  typewrite,  but  it  is  very  important  that 
a  man  who  has  been  blinded  and  is  thus  handicapped  should  not  also  be  handicapped  by 
having  had  an  inadequate  education.  We  mean  to  do  what  we  can  in  the  limited  time  at 
our  disposal  to  remedy  this,  and  I  attach  great  importance  to  the  general  educational  activities 
at  Church  Stretton.  Educationists  will  tell  you  that  it  really  does  not  matter  very  much 
what  you  learn  as  long  as  you  learn  to  use  your  mind  to  concentrate,  and  to  think.  That 
is  why  some  schools  teach  Latin  and  Greek,  which  are  in  themselves  of  no  particular  use 
in  this  modern  world — save  in  limited  spheres — but  which  are  extremely  good  mental 
exercises.  It  may  be  that  so  simple  a  matter  as  learning  by  heart  the  make-up  of  B.B.C. 
programmes  may  prove  to  be  a  first  useful  lesson  in  the  art  of  memorising  and  of  concentration. 

Reunions 

This  month's  Review  carries  news  of  Reunions  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia.  I  am 
sure  all  St.  Dunstaners  in  the  Homeland  and  in  other  Dominions  will  reciprocate  the  good 
wishes  sent  to  us  by  our  comrades  from  the  Antipodes.  We  have  also  had  two  small 
Reunions  in  England.  During  the  past  month  I  entertained  a  small  group  in  Hull  and 
another  in  Exeter.  I  happened  to  be  in  those  two  cities  in  connection  with  public  and 
ex-Service  business,  and  asked  the  small  number  of  men  who  happen  to  live  in  the  inner 
ring  to  come  and  lunch  with  me.  It  was  not  like  the  old  reunions,  where  men  from  the 
whole  area  and  from  many  counties  used  to^  gather  together,  and  my  wife  and  I  look  forward 
greatly  to  the  return  of  these  gatherings  when  the  war  is  over.  But  it  was  at  any  rate 
a  pleasure  to  see  a  few  St.  Dunstaners  and  hear  how  they  are  getting  on,  and  we  shall  have 
similar  gatherings  whenever  war  conditions  make  it  possible  during  next  year. 


Miss  McCullough 

Miss   McCullough,   "  Kitty   McCullough,"   as   she  has   been  affectionately   known  by 
the  staff,  retires  from  the  service  of  St.  Dunstan's  shortly.     Miss  McCullough  has  reached 
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retiring  age  and  has  completed  twenty-seven  years'  service  with  St.  Dunstan's,  having 
started  early  in  1916.  She  was  a  popular  figure  in  the  Accounts  Department,  where  she 
became  Appeals  Cashier. 

St.  Dunstan's  and  St.  Dunstaners  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  not  only  to  those  members 
of  the  staff  whose  names  are  so  familiar  to  them,  and.  whose  work  lies  in  the  Welfare 
Department,  but  also  to  others  like  Miss  McCullough,  who  have  contributed  so  much 
to  the  smooth  running  and  goodwill  of  our  organisation.  St.  Dunstaners  and  staff  alike 
will  join  in  wishing  Miss  McCullough  the  best  of  health  and  happiness  in  her  retirement. 

IAN    FRASER. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  TLditor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review." — Sir, 
I  feel  that  I  must  write  in  appreciation 
of  all  that  the  Staff  must  have  done  in 
connection  with  applications  for  Supple- 
mentary Pensions.  The  work  entailed  must 
have  been  very  great,  and  it  seems  that  no 
effort  has  been  spared  to  try  and  obtain  this 
extra  help  for  the  troops  in  these  troublous 
times.  It  seems  that  the  old  firm  is  always 
thinking  of  our  welfare,  as  witness  the 
endeavour  to  see  that  no  man  shall  be 
without  warmth  in  the  coming  winter. 

\  am  sure  that  I  am  voicing  the  thoughts 
of  the  majority  when  I  say  well  done,  Staff; 
our  best  wishes  to  you  and  our  warm  thanks. 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  Lo wings. 

Silver  Weddings 

Our  congratulations  to  the  following, 
who   are   celebrating   anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Smith,  Boldon  Colliery, 
July  20th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  Triggs,  Ashford, 
September  28th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Austin, 
Higham  Ferrers,  October  2nd ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Stanners,  High  Wycombe,  October 
23rd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Hermon,  Watling- 
ton,  November  2nd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
Twomey,  Cork,  November  2nd  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  Warin,  East  Rainton,  November 

16th-       *      *      * 

Captain  Ian  Mackenzie,  son  of  Major  Sir 
Clutha  Mackenzie,  found  himself  going 
through  Church  Stretton  recently  so  he 
dropped  off  and  met  many  good  friends, 
including  the  Rev.  Andrew  Nugee. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

{continued  from  page  7) 
Mortimer,  L.A.C.  H.  (Hull),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Nichols,  A.C.2  Peter  (Colindale),  Royal  Air  Force. 
McCarthy,  O.S.  G.  (Nuneaton),  Royal  Navy. 
Nash,  L.  Bdr.  P.  J.   (St.  Leonards-on-Sea),  Rcyal 

Artillery. 
Nash,  L.M.  W.  Robin  (St.  Leonards),  Royal  Navy. 
O'Connor,    A.C.2    James    (stepson,    M.    Conroy, 

Cork),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Oram,  L.A.C,  Royal  Air  Force. 


"  Into  the  Battle  " 

Anthony  Naumann,  now  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Officers'  House  at  Church  Stretton,  has 
written  a  vivid  description  of  the  incidents 
which  led  up  to  the  battle  in  Tunisia  in 
which  he  lost  his  sight,  while  serving  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Rirle  Brigade.  Under  the 
title  "  Into  the  Battle,"  it  has  been  published 
in  "  Blackwood's  Magazine." 

His  style  is  quiet  but  forceful,  and  his 
descriptions  of  the  battle,  particularly  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  article,  are  excellent. 

St.  Dunstaner  "  Film  Star  " 

H.  G.  Gransby,  who  works  in  a  war 
factory,  writes  : 

"  Some  weeks  ago  I  was  working  on  my 
table  when  I  was  approached  by  the  foreman 
and  two  directors  from  Pinewood  Studios 
to  ask  me  if  I  would  help  in  an  M.O.I,  film. 
I  agreed.  In  the  afternoon  I  was  taken  to 
a  part  of  the  factory  and  mixed  up  with  arc 
lamps,  cameras,  and  about  a  hundred  New 
Zealand  soldiers.  Then  came  the  great 
moment  when  I  played  a  New  Zealand  film 
star.  This  went  on  for  five  nights  and, 
needless  to  say,  I  came  in  for  plenty  of  leg- 
pulling  from  the  girls'  inspection  depart- 
ments. Later  I  was  congratulated  by  the 
Directors." 

Marriages 

Baker — Franklin. — On  October  9th,  at 
Meole  Church,  Meole  Brace,  Shrewsbury, 
Don  Baker,  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  to 
Miss  Netta  Franklin.  Geoffrey  Cock, 
also  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  was  best 
man.  Miss  Franklin  has  for  some  time 
been  acting  as  telephony  instructor  at 
Church  Stretton. 

Sheehan — McCarthy. — At  St.  Alban's 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  Liscard,  near 
New  Brighton,  on  September  15th, 
R.  Sheehan,  of  Gorley,  to  Miss  Norah 
McCarthy  (Sister  McCarthy  of  Blackpool). 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

(The  Chairman  having  devoted  his  Notes 
to  us  last  month,  your  correspondent  feels 
somewhat  like  the  Israelite  bidden  to  make 
bricks  without  straw,  or  the  man  who  has 
prepared  a  speech,  only  to  have  the  very 
words  taken  out  of  his  mouth  by  his 
predecessor.) 

We  returned  from  our  summer  holidays 
on  September  7th.  Numbers  are  increasing 
steadily,  so  that  duplicate  classes  and 
workshops  are  in  full  swing  at  Longmynd 
and  Brockhurst. 

Rowing  at  Shrewsbury  on  Wednesdays 
has  been  popular  this  summer,  and  it  has 
been  fine  and  warm  enough  to  continue  it 
through  September.  The  tandems  are  out 
every  half  holiday  and  other  evenings;  and 
the  Walking  Club  is  preparing  to  keep 
circulation  going. 

We  were  to  have  had  a  series  of  lectures 
from  Mr.  Gaskell,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Information,  but  owing  to  his  illness  these 
have  had  to  be  postponed. 

On  September  10th,  Miss  Craven,  of  the 
Howard  League  for  Prison  Reform,  spoke 
to  us  on  the  English  Prison  System,  and 
gave  some  disturbing  statistics  of  the 
increase  in  juvenile  crime  in  war-time.  We 
learnt  a  good  deal  about  Juvenile  Courts 
and  aged  J.P.s,  the  Borstal  System,  and 
After-Care ;  an  interesting  discussion 
followed  this  talk. 

On  the  24th,  Lady  Louis  Mountbatten 
was  inspecting  St.  John  Ambulance  Detach- 
ments in  the  neighbourhood,  and  spent 
two  hours  at  St.  Dunstan's.  Starting  with 
Longmynd,  she  visited  the  classrooms  and 
workshops,  where  one-armed  Johnny  Dale 
presented  her  with  a  basket  he  had  made. 
At  Tiger  Hall  she  inspected  the  Hospital 
and  chatted  with  the  patients,  and  after  tea 
went  to  Belmont,  where  the  girls  presented 
her  with  a  cake  they  had  made  ;  finally  she 
went  to  Brockhurst  to  see  the  massage  and 
industrial  training  before  returning  to  the 
village  for  a  St.  John  inspection. 

The  third  week  in  September  brought  us 
a  wedding,  and  news  of  two  others  On 
Saturday,  the  18th,  Miss  Joan  Goss  was 
married  at  the  Parish  Church  here  to  Mr.  Paul 
Milford.  Many  St.  Dunstaners  have  met 
her,  first  as  secretary  to  Matron  Pain  and 
now  to  the  Director  ;  others  will  remember 
her  sister,  for  so  many  years  secretary  to 
Matron  Thellusson  and  then  to  Matron 
Boyd  Rochfort.  On  the  same  day,  Bill 
Cowing,  one  of  our  youngest  St.  Dunstaners, 


was  married,  and  he  and  his  bride  came  to 
spend  their  honeymoon  in  Church  Stretton. 
On  the  previous  Wednesday,  Mrs. 
Broughton  went  to  Liverpool  to  attend  the 
wedding  of  Bob  Sheehan  and  Sister 
McCarthy,  who  was  with  us  at  Brighton, 
Ovingdean,  and  Blackpool. 

The  Ludlow  Ladies  and  the  Shrewsbury 
Aluminium  Club  have  already  entertained 
us  since  our  return,  and  several  fresh 
escorts  have  joined  the  ranks  of  those  kind 
friends  who  come  from  far  and  near  in  all 
weathers. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing. — I.  Darling. 

Braille  Writing.— E.  Dudley,  G.  Collins, 
J.  Jolly. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — E.  Aid  red, 
W.  Phillips. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Sgt.  G.  Miller 
R.A.  (26),  Sheffield;  L.A.C.  H.  Ward, 
R.A.F.  Regt.  (21),  Leeds;  Sgt.  I.  N.  S. 
Galloway,  R.A.  (29),  Paignton,  Devon ; 
Spr.  W.  W.  Bowerman,  R.E.  (39),  London, 
N.W.10  ;  Gnr.  T.  Cathcart,  A.T.  Bty.  (29), 
St.  Helens,  Lanes. ;  Gnr.  J.  Dalton, 
L.A.A.,  R.A.S.C.  (32),  Co.  Durham;  Pte. 
J.  H.  Dalton,  Green  Howards  (34), 
Middlesbrough;  Tpr.  W.  D.  Faulkner, 
R.A.C.  (19),  Smethwick,  Staffs.  ;  Pte.  A. 
Ferguson,  Gordon  Highlanders  (39),  Brox- 
burn, W.  Lothian;  C.S.M.  J.  G.  Hill, 
Cameronians  (36),  Guisborough,  Yorks ; 
L/Sgt.  C.  McNaught,  Scots  Guards  (31), 
Cambuslang,  near  Glasgow  ;  L/Sgt.  F.  W. 
Morton,  Green  Howards  (25),  near  Bishop's 
Stortford,  Herts  ;  Cpl.  J.  H.  Nicol,  R.E. 
(26),  Pallion,  Sunderland;  L/Sgt.  L.  C. 
Pezzack,  R.C.S.  (29),  Cardiff;  Dvr.  R. 
Taylor,  R.A.C.  (30)„Wolverhampton  ;  Gnr. 
C.  W.  E.  Valentine,  R.A.  (24),  Felixstowe ; 
Pte.  William  Carmen,  King's  Liverpool 
Regt.  (20),  Widnes,  Lanes.  ;  Lieut.  C.  F. 
Beaumont-Edmonds,  M.C.,  Queen's  Royal 
Regt.  (20),  London,  S.W.16  ;  Marine  M.  W. 
Ash,  Royal  Marines  (24),  Burnham-on-Sea, 
Somerset ;  Sgt.  T.  A.  Renshaw,  London 
Irish  Rifles  (26),  Nottingham  ;  Pte.  B.  A. 
Josey,  Oxford  and  Bucks  L.I.  (26),  Windsor, 
Berks  ;  L.A.C.  Eames,  R.A.F.  (31),  Barnet, 
Herts  ;  Pte.  R.  Default,  Canadian  Forestry 
Corps  (32),  Broison,  Quebec  ;  Pte.  E.  L. 
Stent  (re-admitted  to  Hospital). 

Hospital  Transfer.— Sgt.  I.  N.  S. 
Galloway  ;  Pte.  T.  E.  Cooper  (returning  to 
duty). 
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Hospital  Discharge,  hoping  to  take  up 
Civilian  Employment. — Cpl.  R.  Vost, 
Pte.  G.  Chisholm,  L/Sgt.  F.  Morton,  C.S.M. 
J.  Hill,  Gnr.  Cathcart,  L/Sgt.  L.  Pezzack. 

Hospital  Discharge,  later  to  take  up 
Training. — Pte.  H.  Cope,  Gnr.  H.  Green- 
halgh,  Spr.  H.  Holland,  Fus.  L.  Hollamby, 
Pte.  P.  Spring,  Marine  M.  Ash,  Pte.  A. 
Ferguson,  Dvr.  Taylor,  Dvr.  J.  Dalton, 
L/Sgt.  E.  Foster. 

From  Lady  Louis  Mountbatten 

The  following  message  has  reached  us 
from  Lady  Louis  Mountbatten  : — 

I  visited  St.  Dunstan's  at  Church  Stretton 
on  Friday,  September  24th,  and  was 
particularly  interested  in  the  way  the  trainees 
were  looked  after,  and  much  impressed  by 
the  type  of  instructor  giving  the  necessary 
schooling.  I  was  also  struck  by  the  speed 
with  which  the  instruction  was  assimilated 
and  by  the  obvious  keenness  with  which 
the  training  was  undertaken.  The  new 
scheme  for  giving  training  in  such  subjects 
as  mechanical  knowledge,  upholstery,  etc., 
to  fit  the  blind  to  go  straight  into  factories 
I  thought  extremely  valuable.  I  thought 
also  that  the  care  given  to  the  patients  in 
the  hospital  was  exceedingly  good. 

All  the  members  of  the  Staff  seemed  very 
well  chosen  and  sympathetic,  and  I  particu- 
larly noticed  the  happy  attitude  of  mind 
amongst  all  those  I  saw  and  the  cheerful 
confidence  with  whictfthey  face  the  future. 

I  was  so  pleased  to  see  some  of  our  St. 
John  members  working  at  St.   Dunstan's 
with  such  evident  keenness  and  interest. 
Edwin  a  Mountbatten. 

Comforts  Fund  Draw 

One  or  two  kind  friends  have  sent  gifts 
to  be  raffled  for  the  Comforts  Fund,  and  we 
have  therefore  decided  to  have  one  big  draw. 
Tickets  will  be  available  from  Miss  Pain, 
at  Church  Stretton.  until  November  20th. 
Price,  6d.  per  ticket. 

•  •        • 

H.  Morris,  of  Welling,  writes  :  "  My 
eldest  son,  Jim,  made  his  landfall  safely  in 
Sicily.  He  wrote  to  say  that  he  would  be 
amongst  the  first  in.  He  was  wounded 
early  on  in  the  battle  of  Egypt,  but  is  now 
quite     recovered. 

•  *        * 
Grandfathers. — T.     Duncan,     of    Hull, 

D.  Livingstone,  Mauchline,  T.  E.   Skelly, 
of  Batley. 


St.  Dunstan's  Overseas 

New  Zealand 

Some  twenty  blinded  soldiers  from  all 
parts  of  New  Zealand  met  together  in 
Christchurch  on  Friday,  April  2nd,  and 
Saturday,  April  3rd.  It  was  the  fourth 
triennial  Reunion  of  New  Zealand  St. 
Dunstaners  and  the  main  purpose  of  this 
particular  gathering  was  to  meet  and 
entertain  four  newly  blinded  soldiers  of  the 
present  war :  Pte.  C.  H.  Humphries, 
Carterton,  the  first  New  Zealander  to  be 
blinded,  Sgt.  Major  J.  H.  Hines,  Christ- 
church,  Pte.  M.  Roche,  Lyttelton,  and  Pte. 
B.  B.  Carter,  m.m.,  Pukekohe. 

Among  messages  received  were  those 
from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General 
of  New  Zealand,  Sir  Cyril  Newall,  who  has 
accepted  the  office  of  Patron,  and  Sir  Ian 
Fraser. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  Reunion  was 
the  mingling  of  the  men  of  the  old  war 
with  the  men  of  the  new,  and  the  exchange 
of  experiences  amongst  them.  The  last 
war  comrades  were  much  impressed  with 
the  younger  men,  who  are  facing  up  to 
their  handicap  in  the  true  St.  Dunstan's 
spirit. 

Members  were  particularly  interested  in 
the  reports  concerning  Signalman  T.  R.  H. 
Wood,  a  prisoner  of  war,  whose  splendid 
progress  is  an  outstanding  example  under 
abnormal  conditions.  Two  other  New 
Zealanders  were  also  in  the  camp,  but  their 
sight,  happily,  was  improving.  The  meet- 
ing, through  D.  McPhee,  President, 
expressed  its  pride  and  appreciation  of  the 
work  that  was  being  done  by  St  Dunstan's, 
with  the  British  Red  Cross,  for  blinded 
prisoners  generally,  and  concluded  with 
a  vote  of  thanks  and  a  message  of  goodwill 
to  St.  Dunstan's  in  England. 

Victoria,  Australia 

The  Victoria  Blinded  Soldiers'  Associa- 
tion held  its  Annual  Meeting  on  June  10th, 
and  from  R.  Archer,  Honorary  Secretary, 
we  have  received  the  25th  Annual  Report 
of  that  body  for  the  year  ending  June  9th, 
1943. 

A  message  of  goodwill  is  extended  to  the 
parent  organisation,  St.  Dunstan's,  by  the 
Association,  whose  membership  is  now 
fifty-seven  and  includes  four  blinded  soldiers 
from  the  present  war  :  W.  F.  Cox,  L.  E. 
Johnstone,  J.  H.  Taylor,  and  J.  Todd. 
Three  blinded  ex- Service  men  have  been 
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admitted  to  Hospital  during  the  present  year, 
and  their  training  is  proceeding.  They  are  : 
Bdr.  J.  H.  Armstrong,  F-O.  D.  N.  Farquhar, 
and  Bdr.  M.  Donald. 

An  interesting  item  in  the  Report  is  the 
fact  that  on  November  28th  last  the  Club 
Rooms  were  made  available  for  a  unique 
event — the  marriage  of  a  blinded  soldier  of 
the  present  war,  L.  E.  Johnstone,  to  Miss 
W.  Mouritz,  daughter  of  one  of  the  old 
members. 

A  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Repatriation 
Department  for  its  continued  courtesy  and 
consideration.  The  Department,  by  arrange- 
ment, is  now  responsible  for  the  training 
of  newly  blinded  soldiers,  while  the 
Association  is  responsible  for  welfare  work. 

South  Africa  Notes 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Tembani 
Times  "  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates  writes  : 

Since  my  notes  for  the  first  issue  we  have 
welcomed  the  following  newcomers  to  our 
"  family  "  : 

Pte.  T.  Barber,  West  Yorkshires. 

Pte.  J.  Brimlow,  Royal  Durban  Light 
Infantry. 

Lce.-Cpl.  A.  Lang,  Provost  Co. 

Dvr.  H.  Patience,  R.A.S.C. 

Gunner  W.   Oxenham,  Royal  Artillery. 

We  are  all  feeling  sad  at  having  said 
"  au  revoir  "  to  ten  of  our  number — the 
largest  contingent  yet  to  leave  us.  They 
have  been  transferred  to  St.  Dunstan's  at 
Church  Stretton,  and  took  with  them  the 
best  wishes  of  all  at  "  Tembani  "  and  all 
visiting  friends  for  their  voyage  and  their 
future.  Included  in  this  ten  was  the 
"  baby  "  of  St.  Dunstan's — South  African 
Jack  Vincent — the  baby  in  age,  but  the 
oldest  in  residence.  He  was  the  first  to 
arrive  at  Tembani,  on  January  15th,  1942. 

St.  Dunstan's  at  Church  Stretton  will,  on 
the  arrival  of  these  ten,  have  nineteen 
Tembanians  in  residence.  We  know  that 
they  will  receive  a  warm  welcome  there, 
and  we  know  too  that  all  have  been 
sufficiently  long  at  Tembani  to  have  happy 
memories  of  their  stay  with  us — good  luck 
to  them  all. 

Two  St.  Dunstaners  have  said  "  au 
revoir "  to  Tembani  during  June — Sgt. 
D.  P.  Pretorius  and  Cpl.  M.  E.  Barrett. 
The  former  left  us  as  a  fully-trained  telephone 
operator  and  begins  work  with  his  former 
employers.  Bill  Barrett  returns  to  his  dairy 
farm  to  carry  on  with  his  work  there. 


These  St.  Dunstaners  take  with  them  the 
good  wishes  of  all  at  St.  Dunstan's  for  their 
future  happiness  and  success. 

Sgt.  Leslie  Northwood,  who  will  shortly 
come  to  us,  is  at  present  in  Brenthurst 
Hospital.  During  his  convalescence  he  has 
been  having  braille  and  typewriting  lessons 
and  is  making  good  progress. 

Sapper  W.  Marais,  m.m.,  is  also  at 
Brenthurst  and  is  sharing  the  same 
instructors  as  Leslie.  He  will  be  unable  to 
join  us  at  Tembani  for  some  time  yet. 

Three  new  men  with  badly  damaged  sight 
will  be  transferred  to  Tembani  shortly. 
They  are  : 

Parachutist  A.  Simpson. 

Driver  Gilbey,  R.A.S.C. 

Private  C.  W.  Bates,  R.A.S.C. 

News  of  last  war  St.  Dunstaners 

F.  Ogg  visited  us  earlier  in  the  year.  He 
is  still  busy  as  physiotherapist  at  Addington 
Naval  Hospital. 

Albert  Mason,  of  Pietermaritzburg,  has 
met  all  our  St.  Dunstaners  who  have  passed 
through  Oribi  Hospital. 

A.  D.  Kirstein,  who  until  recently  was 
living  in  Johannesburg,  has  now  removed 
to  his  farm  just  outside  Klerksdorp  to  nurse 
that  constituency  for  the  Parliamentary  seat, 
having  been  nominated  by  a  good  majority 
as  the  United  Party's  candidate. 

H.  A.  Stayt  has  been  recruiting  officer  for 
the  South  Coast  of  Natal  for  the  past  two 
years. 

W.  R.  Meaker's  son  is  in  the  Forces  and 
is  now  in  Egypt. 

Mrs.  McMillan,  of  Johannesburg,  a  St. 
Dunstaner's  widow,  remarried  recently  and 
is  now  Mrs.  Louw. 

National  Laying  Trials 
Report  on  the  twelfth  period  of  28  days 
from  August  16th  to  September  12th,  1943 

Position  Name  Test  Score  Value 

1  Carpenter,  E.  H.        ...  1191 

2  Jackson,  G.  C.  ...  1181 

3  McLaren,  David       ...  1136 

4  Chaffin,  Albert  ...  1133 

5  Jarvis,  A 1114 

6  Campbell,  John         ...  1071 

7  Coman,  Alfred  E.    ...  1040 

8  Gregory,  T 1014 

9  Fisher,  T.  M.  ...  968 

10  Hill,  R.  E 960 

11  Sftiith,  W.  Alan        ...  849 

12  Holmes,  Percy  ...  843 
Average  per  bird,  1874*6. 
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Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages  : 

Marion  Booth  (Dukinfield)  to  Corporal 
Norman  Eastwood,  R.A.F.,  on  August  24th. 

Phyllis  Spencer  (Leicester)  to  Mr.  F.  E. 
Fryer,  September  9th. 

Ethel  Jackson  (New  Maiden)  to  Engineer 
Callaghan  Buckley,  M.N.,  August  7th. 

John  Livingstone  (Mauchline)  to  Miss 
Esther  Greenal,  Manchester,  September  7th. 

Herbert  Collins  (Jarrow-on-Tyne),  to 
Miss  Patricia  Draper,  August  12th. 

Albert  Dodds  (Whickham)  to  Miss  Irene 
Bowston,  April  24th. 

Betty  Clamp  (New  Bradwell)  to  Co.  Sgt. 
Major  John  Sutherland,  August  28th. 

Frances  Kirk  (Lancing)  to  Melvyn  Taylor, 
Canadian  Tank  Corps,  June  13th. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Z.  Hurrell, 
Leicester,  to  Miss  Margaret  Lunt,  on 
July  17th. 

Elizabeth  Hotson  (Brough),  on  August 
14th,  to  Guardsman  S.  Walters. 

Rydon  Burgess  (Bristol)  to  Miss  Joan 
Tovey,  on  July  24th. 

Clifford  Bond  (Bath),  on  June  10th,  to 
Miss  Helen  Collins. 

L.A.C.W.l  May  Williams  (Chepstow)  to 
Gunner  Kenneth  Tidley. 

The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Wen- 
lock,  on  April  21st,  to  Miss  Betty  Foster. 

Norman  Lammiman  (Chapel  St.  Leonards) 
to  Miss  Freda  Small. 

Florence  Saxon  (Stoke-on-Trent)  to  Mr. 
W.  R.  Darlington,  December  26th,  1942. 

Marjorie  Worthington  (Stockport)  to 
Trooper  Joseph  Leah,  October  2nd. 

The  serving  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Thompson,  Bolton,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
McEwan,  July  26th. 

Successes 

Esme  Swanston  (Lockerbie)  has  qualified 
to  enter  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Harold  Gunson  (Batley)  has  secured  his 
B.Sc.  degree  with  honours  at  Leeds 
University. 

Edna  Heeley  (Leeds)  is  now  Theatre 
Sister  at  Worksop  Hospital. 

Mary  Young  (Glasgow),  who  is  training 
to  be  a  doctor,  has  passed  her  "  seconds  " 
and  is  now  "  walking  the  wards." 

Matriculation  :  John  Rhodes  (Exeter), 
Margaret  Cornwell  (Rottingdean). 

School  Certificate  :  Patricia  Richardson 
(Skegness),  Michael  Caldwell  (Anglesey), 
Mary  Woodhouse  (Hilland),  Billy  Girling. 


Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Acton,  Pte.  Colin,  1.  P.C 

Aitken,  Pte.  W.  (Newcastle),  P.T.W. 

Appleyard,  A.C.I  E.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Austin,     Sapper     D.     (Higham     Ferrers),     Royal 

Engineers. 
Barley,  Sig.  J.  W.,  Lincolnshire  Regt. 
Belcher,  Fit.  sergt.  A.  (Hampton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Belcher,  Gunner  E.  (Hampton),  Royal  Artillery. 
13entley,  S.  B.  W.  (Gorton),  Royal  Navy. 
Braithwaite,  Joan  E.,  W.K.N.b. 
Boyd,  D.  J.  (bfignton),  Royal  Navy. 
Brown,  Fte.  D.  (Nuneaton),  I.T.C. 
Burran,  Air  Mechanic  Eric,  Fleet  Air  Arm. 
Callaghan,  L.A.C.  (son  of  present  St.  Dunstan's 

trainee),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Callaghan,  Sergt.  T.  (son  of  present  St.  Dunstan's 

trainee),  R.W.A.F.F. 
Callaghan,  Cpl.  C.  M.,  P.A.I.  Forces 
Callaghan,  Sec.  Leader,  Royal  Marines. 
Champniss,  O.S.  D.,  Royal  Navy. 
Cole,     Marine     William     (Southampton),     Royal 

Matines. 
Collins,  P.O.  O.  (Jarrow),  Royal  Nav). 
Collyer,  L.A.C.  Wilfred,   Royal  Air  Force. 
Cooper,  G.  B.  (Hull),  Fleet  Air  Arm. 
Cox,  L/S.  P.   K.  (Bedhampton),  Royal  Navy. 
Cox,  Sapper  F.  B.  (Bedhampton),  Field  Squadron. 
Curtis-Willson,  Wren  Averil,  W.R.N. S. 
Davidson,  Driver  S.  (Manchester),  Royal  Artillery. 
Davidson,  A.B.  Cyril  (Manchester),  Royal  Navy. 
Duncan,  A.C.2  D.  A.  (Carshalton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Durrant,  Ivy  V.,  W.A.A.F. 
Edwards,  O.S.  S.  (Tottenham),  Royal  Na\y. 
Edwards,  L.A.C.  S.  (Hackney),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Fearn,  Pte.  G.  W.,  East  Lanes.  Regt. 
Frank,  Doreen  (\eovil),  A.T.S. 
Gamble,  Midshipman  Peter,  Royal  Navy. 
Gieney,  Sapper  J.,  Rojal  Engineers. 
Ham,  Sigmn.  Fred,  Air  Formation  Signals. 
Heritage,  L.A.C.  Godfrey,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Heritage,  Gunner  Joe,  R.A. 
Henderson,  Sergt.  R.  J.  (Becontree),  K.R.R.C. 
Henderson,  2nd  Lieut.  S.  T.  (Becontree),  R.A. 
Holm  an,   Signaller  James,  Royal  Navy. 
Howell,  Peter  (Haywards  Heath),  Royal  Navy] 
Howell,  Brian  (Haywards  Heath),  Royal  Navy. 
Howell,  John  (Haywards  Heath),  Merchant  Navy. 
Hunt,  A.C.I  (Romford),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Isaac,  Winifred  (Glasgow),  A.I.S. 
Jarvill,  Dvr.  A.  N.,  Royal  Corps  Signals. 
Jennings,  O.S.  S.  (Bradford),  Royal  Navy. 
Jerome,  A.C.2  J.  K  ,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Johns,  Eileen  (Chesterfield),  RA.S.C 
Jordan,  2nd  Lieut.  A.  A.  (Rhymney),  Welch  Regt. 
Kirk,  Joe  (Lancing),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Kirk,  Tim. 
Kirk,  Flight   Mechanic  Dorothy  (Lancing), 

W.A.A.F. 
Kirk,  A.C.2  J.  (Lancing),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Lavell,  Sapper  A.,  Royal  Engineers. 
Lavell;  Corporal,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Lincoln,  O.S.   Selwyn,  Royal  Navj. 
Lomas,  Pte.  P.  (Burnley),  Pioneer  Corps. 
McDonough,  Driver  D.,  R.A.S.C. 
Megson,  Cpl.  R.  W.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Millward,  Pte.  (Adstock),  Beds,  and  Herts  Regt. 
Morris,  A.C.W.l  Maud  (Welling),  W.A.A.F. 

[continued  on  page  3 
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"In    Jfcmorn" 


P.  J.  Bannon 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  from  the  Victorian  Blinded  Soldiers'  Association  of  the  death  of 

P.  J.  Bannon,  of  Victoria,  Australia. 
Although  he  never  came  to  us  for  training  he  had  been  on  our  books  for  some  years. 
He  passed  away  in  Caulrield  Repatriation  Hospital,  Australia,  after  an  illness  of  several  months. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 


Death    of   Mr.    Charles    Vintcent 

We  have  heard  with  deepest  regret  from 
Mrs.  Bates,  in  South  Africa,  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Vintcent.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Vintcent  acted  as  Chairman  of  our 
Committee  in  South  Africa,  with  his  wife 
as  Honorary  Organising  Secretary,  and 
together  they  did  wonderful  work  for 
St.  Dunstan's  and  St.  Dunstan's  men. 
They  resigned  their  offices  in  1930,  owing 
to  Mr.  Vintcent's  ill-health,  but  they 
continued  to  take  the  greatest  interest  in 
everything  connected  with  St.  Dunstan's. 
Mrs.  Vintcent  died  last  year,  but  Mr. 
Vintcent  was  in  close  touch  with  us  until 
the  time  of  his  own  death,  which  occurred 
on  September  27th.  The  following  cable 
was  sent  by  the  Chairman  to  Captain  Jack 
Vintcent : — 

"  Lady  Fraser  and  T  and  all  at  St.  Dunstan's 
send  you  most  sincere  sympathy.  Your 
father  was  a  great  friend  to  us  and  to  all 
South  African  blinded  soldiers.  We  shall 
all  long  remember  with  gratitude  his 
friendship  and  generous  help. 

Ian  Fraser." 

Poles'  Tribute  to  St.  Dunstaner's 
Son 

On  September  23rd,  in  London,  the 
Polish  Minister  of  Military  Defence,  repre- 
sented by  Capt.  Strumph-Wojtkiewicz, 
presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fleming, 
of  Wembley,  an  inscribed  clock  in  memory 
of  their  son,  Driver  J.  F.  R.  Fleming, 
R.A.S.C,  who  lost  bis  life  in  a  brave  attempt 
to  save  a  Polish  comrade  from  a  60ft.  well 
in  a  German  prison  camp. 

Death 

King. — We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  L.  R.  King,  of  Brighton,  whose  wife 
passed  away  on  October  16th. 


v  Killed  in  Action 

Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to 
E.  Darnell,  of  Porthcawl,  at  present  under- 
going training  at  Church  Stretton,  whose 
son,  a  Flight  Sergeant  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force,  has  been  killed  in  an  operational 
flight. 

We    offer    our    deep    sympathy    also    to 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  R.   E.   Sampson,  of  North 
Tawton,  Devon,  whose  son  was  killed  in 
action  in  Africa  early  this  year. 
•        •        • 

With  deep  regret  we  have  heard  that 
Stanley,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Cole,  of 
Birmingham,  reported  missing  in  1942,  is 
now  known  to  have  been  aboard  a  ship  that 
was  torpedoed  and  sunk.  Stanley,  who 
had  been  serving  with  the  Royal  Engineers, 
was  on  his  way  home  from  the  Middle  East. 

Oar  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole. 

Tribute 

The  Rev.  L.  M.  Wollen,  Minister  of 
Greenwich  Central  Hall  (Methodist)  and 
Warden  of  Greenwich  Central  Youth  Clubs, 
has  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Arthur  Overill  in  an 
article.  He  has  known  our  St.  Dunstaner 
for  two  years  as  a  member  of  his  Church. 
"  I  am  sure  he  was  never  a  selfish  man,"  he 
writes,  "  but  now  he  seems  to  live  for  the 
good  he  can  do.  .  .  .  He  is  always  thinking 
of  some  job  to  be  done  for  the  good  of  the 
community." 

•  •  • 

Irish  St.  Dunstaners  will  hear  with  deep 
regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  Straine,  of 
Cremore  Park,  Glasnevin,  whose  wife  is  one 
of  St.  Dunstan's  best  friends  in  the  Dublin 
area.  They  will  join  with  us  in  sending 
our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Straine  in 
her  loss. 
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HOME  AT  LAST 

"  I  often  wish  that  you  could  be  with  us  to  see  our  Branch  of  St.  Dunstan's. 
I  feel  sure  it  would  cause  you  some  amusement,  also  some  pleasure,  for  nowhere  will 
you  find  a  better  group  of  men  either  in  spirits  or  in  loyalty  to  St.  Dunstan's,  and  never 
will  these  men  forget  that  they  owe  everything  to  St.  Dunstan's,  as  indeed  they  do. 
St.  Dunstan's  will  also,  I  hope,  be  infused  by  their  especial  spirit,  which  in  the  dark 
times  of  depression  has  not  received  the  advantage  of  freedom  and  tuition  which  have 
helped  their  fellow   St.   Dunstaners   at  home." 

Lieut.  Lord  Norma nby  wrote  these  words  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Ian  Fraser  a  few  months 
ago,  while  he  was  still  a  prisoner  of  war.  As  we  have  told  in  the  Review  on  previous 
occasions,  Lord  Normanby,  himself  an  officer  wounded  severely  in  the  feet,  had  organised 
a  St.  Dunstan's  School  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country. 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  met  the  returned  prisoners  of  war  at  Liverpool,  on  Tuesday, 
October  26th.  Those  present  were  deeply  touched  as  hundreds  of  men  of  all  arms,  broken 
in  the  war  and  having  been  held  in  captivity  for  so  long,  drew  up  on  their  hospital  ship 
to  the  quayside,  singing  familiar  songs,  and  cheering  as  they  saw  England  for  the  first  time 
for  many  years,  or  responding  with  whistles  and  shouts  to  cheers  from  the  land. 

There  wers  about  5,000  in  all,  of  whom  700  came  to  Liverpodl  in  the  hospital  ship 
Atlantis,  and  it  was  this  ship  which  brought  the  twenty-seven  blinded  soldiers  and  sailors 
home.  A  few  may  go  to  Newington  House,  three  or  four  may  turn  out  to  have  recovered 
useful  sight,  but  on  Thursday,  October  28th,  all  were  treated  as  St.  Dunstaners  and  welcomed 
at  Church  Stretton. 

Mr.  Bankes- Williams,  Matron  Pain,  and  Matron  Postlethwaite  had  gone  to  the  reception 
hospital  in  the  Midlands  to  which  they  had  first  been  taken,  to  bring  them  home  to  Longmynd. 
Church  Stretton  was  gay  with  flags  and  streamers,  from  the  Fountain  to  Cunnery  Road 
the  street  was  lined  with  cheering  crowds,  and  the  band  of  the  King's  Shropshire.  Light 
Infantry  played  to  welcome  them.  Everyone  was  at  St.  Dunstan's  front  gate  and  their 
new-found  comrades  led  them  from  the  cars  to  the  Big  Hut. 

The  Big  Hut,  which  we  use  as  a  dance  room,  was  packed.  Practically  every  St.  Dunstaner 
from  all  the  houses,  men  and  women,  were  there,  and  so  were  most  of  the  staff.  As  the 
party  entered  they  were  greeted  with  a  storm  of  cheering  and  applause,  and  when,  at  last, 
it  died  away  we  all  sat  down  together  for  tea. 

After  tea,  Sir  Ian  rose  to  welcome,  in  the  name  of  St.  Dunstan's,  not  only  those  who 
had  returned  that  day,  but  the  four  who  had  arrived  from  Italy  during  the  summer  holiday, 
and  are  now  with  us  m  training.     He  said  : 

"  You  ex-prisoners  of  war  are  really  old  St.  Dunstaners,  not  new,  for  you  have  adopted 
the  St.  Dunstan's  spirit  and  have  been  wearing  a  St.  Dunstan's  badge  for  two  or  three  years. 
I  welcome  you  all,  not  merely  as  St.  Dunstaners,  but  as  men  of  all  arms  and  of  all  the  Empire 
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countries  who  have  earned  the  Empire's  gratitude  by  doing  your  duty  to  the  last.  You 
have  served  at  sea,  in  the  air,  and  stood  your  ground  in  many  parts  of  Europe  until  you 
were  blinded  and  taken"  prisoner.  Thus  you  helped  to  save  Britain.  In  your  long  period 
of  captivity  you  have  shown  an  example  to  all  men  (applause).  Seven  blinded  men — five 
Britons,  one  Free  French  and  one  American,  are  still  prisoners  of  war.  They  have  missed 
the  Italian  repatriation,  and  I  presume  they  are  now  prisoners  in  Germany.  St.  Dunstan's 
Braille  School,  which  Lord  Normanby  founded  and  conducted  in  Germany,  will  continue 
its  work  for  them  and  for  others  in  the  future." 

In  the  absence,  on  duty,  of  the  Chairman  of  Church  Stretton  Urban  District  Council, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  F.  G.  J.  Sanders,  had  welcomed  the  men  that  day  on  behalf 
of  his  Council,  saying  "  We  are  proud  to  have  you  amongst  us,"  and  Sir  Ian  thanked  the 
people  of  Church  Stretton,  and  the  band,  for  their  part  in  the  welcome. 

Sir  Ian  then  spoke  of  the  two  men  who  had  done  such  wonderful  work  for  the  prisoners 
during  the  three  and  a  half  years  of  captivity — Major  Charters,  the  ophthalmic  surgeon, 
through  whose  skill  many  had  recovered  whole  or  partial  sight,  and  Lord  Normanby,  who 
had  led  them  there  that  day,  after  acting  with  ability  and  devotion  throughout  those  years 
as  their  representative,  schoolmaster,  guide,  and  comrade.  Major  Charters  had  stayed 
behind  to  care  for  prisoners  of  all  nationalities,  but  here  on  the  platform  was  Lord  Normanby 
himself,  who  had  done  a  wonderful  pioneer  work  for  St.  Dunstan's,  of  which  they  were 
all  extremely  proud. 

Lord  Normanby,  who  was  received  with  prolonged  cheers,  said  how  difficult  it  was 
for  those  who  had  been  prisoners  of  war  for  so  long,  and  had  become  unaccustomed  to 
such  a  rousing  reception,  adequately  to  express  thanks  on  an  occasion  like  this.  However, 
on  behalf  of  the  St.  Dunstaners  from  Haina  Kloster,  he  wished  to  express  their  very  sincere 
gratitude.  He  went  on  to  describe  how  the  idea  of  the  Braille  School  started  in  April,  1941, 
when  there  were  four  blinded  soldiers,  and  how  it  gradually  grew  until  there  were  over 
twenty  members.  They  had  known  nothing  at  all  about  braille,  and  by  chance  discovered 
a  braille  alphabet  in  one  of  the  camp  books.  He  and  the  men  proceeded  to  learn  it  laboriously 
and  pricked  out  words  by  means  of  glass-headed  pins  on  cardboard.  Eventually,  when 
text  books  from  England  began  to  arrive,  they  realised  what  a  task  it  was.  They  sought 
a  quiet  corner  for  their  studies  and  considered  themselves  fortunate  when  he,  as  their  self- 
appointed  tutor,  could  instal  himself  in  the  "  dental  "  chair,  whilst  they  sat  around  on  the  floor. 
The  result  was  well  worth  while.  Most  of  them  had  passed  tests  in  Interpoint  and  Interline 
Reading,  and  had  not  failed  to  transcribe  "  Nice  Queen "  faultlessly.  The  typewriters 
bore  up  wonderfully.  There  were  P.T.  classes,  lessons  in  various  subjects,  lectures  and  debates. 
They  produced  short  plays  to  entertain  the  camp.  Their  first  play  was  acted  by  the  four 
early  St.  Dunstaners.  They  managed  to  invent  and  produce  a  number  of  properties,  and 
after  much  trouble  found  a  substitute  for  a  bowl  of  porridge.  Just  at  the  crucial  moment 
the  "  cook  "  accidentally  lost  hold  of  his  ladle,  and  sent  it  hurtling  through  the  air  to  plaster 
Lord  Normanby  (who  was  prompting)  with  its  contents.  There  were  many  difficulties  to 
be  overcome,  such  as  shortage  of  space  in  the  camp  for  adequate  teaching  quarters,  shortage 
of  apparatus,  etc.,  but  the  men  stuck  to  it  and  persevered  with  the  various  things  they  had 
set  themselves  to  learn.  Then,  at  about  Christmas-time,  the  band  instruments  arrived,  and 
much  more  hard  work  was  undertaken,  both  by  the  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  sighted  helpers. 

Lord  Normanby  paid  a  great  tribute  to  the  help  sent  by  the  British  and  International 
Red  Cross  Societies  and  the  Y.M.C.A.,  under  the  inspiration  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and 
continued  : — 

"  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Major  Charters'  work  for  us.  He  volunteered  to  stay 
in  the  camp.  He  is  the  only  British  eye  specialist  in  Germany.  He  was  quite  right,  and 
we  send  him  our  very  best  wishes.  He  did  a  great  deal  for  the  St.  Dunstaners,  not  only 
with  eyes  but  in  advice  and  help. 

"  Finally,  I  would  just  once  more  say  how  very  grateful  we  are  to  you,  not  only  just 
for  to-day — and  it  has  been  a  wonderful  one — but  we  are  grateful  to  you  for  the  help  in  the 
past,  a  rather  dreary,  long  past,  which  without  St.  Dunstan's  help  and  without  your  backing, 
would  not  have  brought  the  results  which  the  St.  Dunstaners  have  brought  home  with  them 
to-day.     The  success  of  the  Braille  School  is  entirely  because  of  their  absolute  persistence 
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to  come  home  useful  citizens.  As  has  been  mentioned,  St.  Dunstan's  is  made  up  of  everybody's 
efforts  in  different  directions  and  different  places,  and  I  do  know  that  these  men  have  not 
let  St.  Dunstan's  down." 

As  Lord  Normanby  sat  down,  he  and  the  men  who  had  returned  were  cheered  to  the 
echo,  and  lustily  we  sang,  "  For  they  are  jolly  good  fellows." 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  Council  of  St.  Dunstan's,  which  had  met  only  the 
previous  week,  had  authorised  him  to  invite  Lord  Normanby  to  become  a  Member,  and 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  Lord  Normanby  had  accepted  the  invitation. 


Sir    Ian    Fr aser    at    Brighton 

Speaking  at  the  Remembrance  Sunday 
Service  arranged  by  the  Brighton  Branch 
of  the  British  Legion  at  the  Countess  of 
Huntingdon's  Church,  Brighton,  on  Sun- 
day, November  7th,  Lieut.-Col.  Sir  Ian 
Fraser,  National  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Legion,  said  : — 

There  are  three  duties  for  the  British 
Legion,  and  I  put  them  in  the  following 
order — 

1.  Spiritual. — To  enshrine  in  the  hearts 
of  men  the  virtues  of  steadfastness,  loyalty, 
and  the  spirit  of  sacrifice.  These  virtues 
are  called  forth  by  war,  but  must  not 
evaporate  in  the  testing  time  of  peace. 

2.  'Political.— Not  for  Party,  but  for  All. 
The  Legion  must  mobilise  and  inspire  all 
ex-Service  men  and  women  to  fight  dis- 
creetly and  constitutionally,  but  firmly,  for 
a  proper  place  in  the  better  Britain  of  the 
future  for  the  men  and  women  who  have 
served,  and  for  special  consideration  for 
those  who  have  suffered. 

3.  benevolent. — To  express  through  Poppy 
Day  and  the  Benevolent  Committees  of  the 
Legion  the  desire  of  our  people  that  personal 
service  and  financial  help,  over  and  above 
that  properly  afforded  by  the  State,  shall 
be  given  to  those  who  need  it.  And  to 
give  this  help  gracefully. 

The  Legion  Parade  was  over  a  thousand 
strong,  and  the  congregation  included  a 
considerable  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  and 
their  wives  who  live  in  Brighton  and  the 
surrounding  districts. 

"  For  a  St.  Dunstaner  like  myself," 
continued  Sir  Ian,  "it  is  like  coming  home 
to  come  to  Brighton.  For  nearly  thirty 
years  we  have  enjoyed  your  Front,  your 
sunshine,  your  bracing  air  and,  above  all, 
the  companionship  of  your  girls.  We  had 
to  go  to  the  Welsh  border  so  that  young 
men  and  women  gravely  wounded  and 
shattered  by  their  war  service  could  recover 
in  a  district  where  they  would  not  be  so 


disturbed  by  the  enemy  as  you  are.  But  we 
count  the  days  when  we  shall  come  back 
to  Brighton." 

Sir  Ian  congratulated  the  officers  and 
committee  of  the  Brighton  Branch  upon 
their  splendid  organisation,  and  thanked 
Canon  James,  who  had  done  so  much  for 
St.  Dunstan's  and  for  ex-Servicemen  in 
Brighton,  for  inspiring  and  conducting  the 
service. 

Armistice  Day,  1943 

On  the  morning  of  November  11th,  Sir 
Ian  Fraser,  who  was  accompanied  by  Lady 
Fraser,  led  a  deputation  of  St.  Dunstaners  to 
the  Cenotaph,  where  he  placed  a  wreath  on 
behalf  of  St.  Dunstan's  men  throughout  the 
Empire.  Those  accompanying  him  were 
Barbara  Bell,  Geoffrey  Cock,  and  Donald 
Baker,  representing  present-war  St.  Dun- 
staners, and  Horace  Kerr,  representing 
St.  Dunstaners  of  1914-1918.  Cpl.  Major 
J.  H.  Dawkins  acted  as  escort.  The  wreath 
was  of  poppies,  forming  the  St.  Dunstan's 
badge. 

Tandems 

If  any  St.  Dunstaner  no  longer  needs  his 
tandem  cycle,  we  should  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  him. 

We  have  had  an  offer  of  a  gift  of  a  tandem 
tricycle,  which  would  be  useful  for  a  sighted 
person  to  take  out  a  blinded  man.  If  any 
St.  Dunstaner  of  the  last  war  would  like  to 
have  it,  will  he  please  let  us  know. 

Sir   Arthur   Pearson   Anniversary 

It  has  been  customary  for  a  number  of 
old  St.  Dunstaners  to  subscribe  each  year 
for  a  wreath,  to  be  placed  on  Sir  Arthur's 
grave  in  Hampstead  Cemetery,  on  Decem- 
ber 9th.  As  usual,  the  subscription  is 
limited  to  one  shilling,  and  should  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Askew,  who  acts  as  Honorary 
Treasurer.  It  should  be  sent  to  him  at 
Tyttenhanger  Park. 
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Church  Stretton  News 

The  great  event  of  the  month — we  might 
well  call  it  the  greatest  event  since  we  first 
set  foot  in  Longmynd — has  been  the  home- 
coming of  our  prisoners  of  war  from 
Germany.  After  the  bitter  disappointment 
of  two  years  ago,  when  they  were  turned 
back  at  the  eleventh  hour,  we  hardly  dared 
to  hope — but  the  great  day  came,  and  they 
arrived.  A  full  description  of  the  scenes 
which  greeted  their  arrival  is  given  on  the 
front  page. 

Other  News  in  Brief 

On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Burn,  ex-Manager  of 
Railways  in  the  Central  Provinces  of  India, 
spoke  on  "  Some  Indian  Problems,"  and 
promised  to  come  again  and  tell  further 
tales  of  the  Indians,  amongst  whom  he  had 
worked. 

On  the  28th,  our  old  friends,  the  Croft 
Hermit  Players,  from  Shrewsbury,  gave  a 
highly  successful  rendering  of  "  Eden 
End,"  a  comedy  by  J.  B.  Priestley,  recalling 
the  days  immediately  before  the  Great  War, 
when  the  motor-car  was  still  a  phenomenon 
in  the  village,  and  the  Suffragettes  were  yet 
demanding  "  Votes  for  Women "  in  no 
uncertain  tone. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  their  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — D.  Bain,  C.  Beaumont-Edwards, 
A.  Hurley,  R.  Shaw,  B.  Henderson,  G. 
O'Bern. 

Braille  Writing.— B.  Bentley,  B.  Bell, 
W.  Phillips,  V.  Formstone. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — G.  Vin- 
cent, W.  Perry,  B.  Bell. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — B.  Purcell, 
T.  Meredith,  W.  Robinson,  B.  Pownall, 
M.  Barstow,  R.  Vowles. 

Moon  Reading. — G.  Pollard. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Pte.  W.  R. 
Kitt,  Home  Guard  (27),  New  Barking, 
Essex  ;  L-Cpl.  H.  Capon,  Home  Guard  (28), 
Ightham,  Kent ;  Pte.  E.  M.  Kingsnorth, 
Home  Guard  (33),  Sidley,  Sussex ;  Cpl. 
D.  C.  MacQueen,  U.S.  Army  (28),  New 
Jersey,  U.S.A.  ;  Pte.  J.  H.  Griffiths,  Welch 
Regt.  (27),  Pembroke,  S.  Wales;  A.C.I 
A.  A.  Vout,  R.A.F.  (36),  Choppington, 
Northumberland. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to 
return  to  Training. — Pte.  W.  R.  Kitt, 
Spr.  W.  W.  Bowerman,  Cpl.  J.  H.  Nicol, 
Pte.  W.  D.  Faulkner,  Dvr.  C.  Chadwick, 
Sgt.  G.  Miller, 


Hospital  Transfer.— Pte.  R.  Default. 
Discharged   from   Hospital,   later   for 
Newington  House. — L-Sgt.  C.  McNaught. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Biggs,  Pte.  W.  J.  (Leicester),  R.A.O.C. 
Bates,  L.A.C.  A.  (Salop),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Benson,     Gunner     G.     (Boroughbridge),     Royal 

Artillery. 
Brewer,  A.C.I  L,  (Bristol),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Brown,  Marine  L.  H.  (Cricklewood),  Royal  Marines. 
Dearden,  Cpl.  Norman,  Royal  Corps  of  Signals. 
Fishwick,  Pte.  W.,  Parachute  Battalion. 
Fishwick,  Seaman  H.,  Royal  Navy. 
Hall,  Q/Sea.  A.  H.  D.  (Chilcot),  Royal  Navy. 
Jackson,  Driver  P.  (Patcham),  R.A.S.C. 
Jennings,  L/Cpl.  Hilda  (Bradford),  A.T.S. 
Holland,  A/Stwd.  G.  E.  (Heswell),  Royal  Navy. 
Howes,  A.C.2  H.  J.  (Montrose),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Lovell,  Pte.  H.  (Hereford),  D.C.L.T. 
Moore,  A/T.,  A.T.C. 

Morgan,  C/Sea.  Bryan  P.  (Wantage),  Royal  Navy. 
Parker,  O.S.  R.  G.  (Star  and  Garter),  Royal  Navy. 
Peach,  A.B.  Frederick  (Croydon),  Merchant  Navy. 
Peacey,  A.C.  R.  M.  G.  (New  Southgate),  Royal  Air 

Foice. 
Porter,  A.C.2  A.  H.  (Kingston),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Power,    O.T.WM.    Jim    (Merthyr    Tydfil),    Royal 

Navy. 
Richards,  Pte.  I.  W.  (Manchester),  A.T.S. 
Ridley,  Fus.  J.  (East  Fincbley),  R.S.F. 
Robinson,  A.B.  William  (Grimsby),  Royal  Navy. 
Robinson,   Cpl.   Charles  (Grimsby),   West  Ycrks. 

Regt. 
Robinson,  Driver  C.  W.  (Grimsby),  K.O.Y.L.I. 
Salter,  Sergt.  T.  L.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Shepherd,    Trooper    G.    (Sheffield),    Army    Tank 

Brigade. 
Sheridan,      Gnr.     Anthony     (Glasgow),      Royal 

Artillery. 
Shinners,  Sigmn.  R.  W.,  Air  Formation  Signals. 
Simpson,  Pte.  J.  (Leeds),  R.A.O.C. 
Simpson,  L.A.C.  J.  W.  (Leeds),  Royal  Air  Foice. 
Smith,  Jean  (Bolsover),  A.T.S. 
Smith,  A.B.  Jack  (Nottingham),  Royal  Navy. 
Stevens,  O.C.  H.  W.  (Winnersh),  Royal  Navy. 
Spierling,  Cpl.  A.  J.,  R.A.M.C. 
Stibbles,  Dorothy,  W.L.A. 

Tarlton,  4th  Engineer  G.  H.,  Merchant  Navy. 
Taylor,  A.C.2  A.  G.  (Lye),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Taylor,  A.C.I  H.  D.  (Lye),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Tebbutt,  O.S.  K.,  Royal  Navy. 
Thoaipson,  Pte.  (Bolton),  Border  Regt. 
Thorpe    Driver  R.  (Chelmsford),  R.A.S.C. 
Trende'll,  Trooper  I.  A.,  Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry. 
Triggs,  O.S.  V.  G.  (Ashford),  Royal  Navy. 
Turrell,  Cadet  W.  C,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Webster   O/Tel.  W.  (Bradford),  Royal  Navy. 
White,  Sylvia  (Wembley),  W.L.A.  _ 

Whitham,  A.C.W.2  Evelyn,  Intelligence  Section, 

Royal  Air  Force. 
Whitelam,  Sigmn.  J.,  Royal  Corps  Signals 
Williamson,  A.B.  W.  W.  (Chorlton-cum-Hardy), 

Royal  Navy. 
Wood,  Driver  Ralph  (Rugby),  R.A.b.U 
Worgan,  O.Tel.  G.  A.,  Royal  Navy. 
Worlidge,  Driver  J.  A.,  R.A.S.C. 
Yates,  Peggy  (Southwick),  A.i.b, 
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St.  Dunstan's  Story  in  India 

By  Clutha  Mackenzie 

(Major  Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie,  blinded  soldier  of 
the  last  war,  has  been  appointed  by  St.  Dunstan's 
to  establish  a  Centre  for  Indian  blinded  soldiers, 
of  whom  there  are  now  twenty). 

Blindness,  alas,  has  always  been  only  too 
well  known  in  the  life  of  India — the  outcome 
of  bad  luck  or  of  a  misspent  life  in  a  previous 
incarnation  and  accepted  with  fatalism.  A 
few  of  the  blind  contributed  something  to 
old  Indian  society,  finding  employment  in 
reciting  passages  from  the  sacred  works  or 
singing  in  temples  and  mosques  perhaps, 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  regarded 
as  being  quite  useless,  and  most  had  to  turn 
to  begging. 

And  to  the  Indian  blinded  soldier  there 
has  been,  until  now,  but  one  fate  for  him — - 
to  return  to  his  village  to  sit  and  do  nothing 
for  the  rest  of  his  days,  drawing  his  pension 
and  living  among  his  people.  He  is 
incredulous  at  the  suggestion  that  there  is 
an  alternative.  There  are  those  in  India  who 
say  "  But  that  is  all  he  wants.  He's  got  no 
desire  to  do  anything  else,  and  it  is  a  waste 
of  time  to  try.  They  crumple  up,  too, 
under  such  a  heavy  physical  blow — you 
won't  find  it  easy." 

True,  we  will  not  find  it  easy.  But 
neither  is  the  blinded  soldier's  lot,  living  on 
his  pension  and  doing  nothing,  as  easy  and 
as  happy  an  existence  as  it  might  sound. 
Dalip's  report,  for  instance,  has  this 
passage :  "  This  man  is  at  present  in  a 
morose  and  depressed  condition.  He  feels 
very  handicapped  by  the  loss  of  sight,  and  is 
very  self-conscious  about  his  disability." 

Then  there  is  Yanket,  a  fit  young  man  of 
25,  back  in  his  own  village  where  he  grew 
up  and  must  know  every  brick,  every  pale, 
every  little  compound  around  the  village 
well.  Nevertheless,  his  report  reads  :  "  He 
cannot  move  about  without  somebody's 
help,  and  cannot  do  anything  for  himself. 
He  is  not  cheerful  and  feels  helpless." 

Blindness  has  affected  poor  Mohan  Singh 
in  a  different  way.  His  report  records  : 
"  When  his  wife  saw  him  in  hospital,  she 
returned  home,  regarding  his  tragedy  as  a 
good  reason  for  divorcing  him." 

India  has  been  generous  in  its  support  of 
St.  Dunstan's,  and  so  the  least  we  can  do  is 
to  try,  despite  the  Jonahs,  to  give  them  all 
the  St.  Dunstan's  sendee  we  can. 

But  difficulties  are  not  over  in  deciding 
to  give  training — these  men  are  shy  of  the 


unknown  ;  and,  even  though  they  them- 
selves may  be  willing  to  come,  their  women 
folk  have  many  convincing  reasons  why 
they  should  not,  the  most  effective  of  which 
is  that  it  is  a  ruse  by  the  Government  to 
make  the  poor  fellow  work  and  then  to 
take  his  pension  away.  A  number  of  the 
men  have  already  been  discharged,  and  it 
is  no  easy  task  to  make  contact  with  them, 
and  especially  at  long  range  and  in  the  face 
of  language  barriers,  to  give  them  assurances 
and  confidence  in  our  good  intentions. 
It  would  be  easier,  as  St.  Dunstan's  was 
forced  by  circumstances  to  do  in  the  last 
war,  to  hand  a  lump  sum  over  to  the  Indian 
Soldiers  Board,  which,  in  exchange,  paid  and 
still  pays  a  special  allowance,  additional  to 
pension,  of  five  rupees  a  month  to  every 
war-blinded  man  for  life  ;  but  in  this  war 
we  do  mean  to  master  the  difficulties,  and 
to  give  our  Indian  comrades  as  good 
opportunities  as  we  are  giving  to  the  others 
of  the  Empire  war-blinded. 

The  Army  authorities  have  given  us 
quarters  at  Dehra  Dun,  a  pleasant  wooded 
valley,  lying  between  the  jungle-covered 
Swalik  Hills  and  the  sharply  rising  ramparts 
of  the  outer  Himalayas.  Our  compound 
of  five  acres  sprawls  irregularly  over  two 
natural  terraces  falling  to  a  dry,  stony 
riverbed.  We  have  become  heir  to  three 
bungalows  and  some  dozen  nondescript 
buildings  in  varying  degrees  of  repair, 
labelled  on  a  blue-print  "  B.R.R.s," 
"I.O.R.s,"  "Latrines,"  "Guard  Room," 
and  "  Servant  Godowns."  The  stone  wall 
on  the  boundary  has  two  strands  of  barbed 
wire  along  its  top,  for  these  quarters  were 
lately  the  abode  of  Italian  Generals, 
"  Electric  Whiskers  "  and  all. 

We  have  been  here  a  week,  and  have  a 
small  army  of  sweepers  and  coolies  at  work 
on  the  jungly  compound  and  in  the 
neglected  buildings,  making  war  on  the 
haunts  of  spiders,  bandicoots,  lizards, 
scorpions,  snakes,  bats  and  rats.  Soon  the 
monsoon  will  break,  but  just  now  the 
thermometer  climbs  daily  to  105  or  108,  the 
sun  glares  down  through  the  high  dust  haze  ; 
the  brain-fever  bird  does  his  best,  from  the 
shady  branches  of  the  eucalyptus  treee,  to 
drive  us  crazy,  the  crows  squawk  as  they 
steal  lichies  in  our  orchard  ;  and  the  copper- 
smith bird  goes  on  unendingly. 

To  get  a  training  centre  equipped  in  India 
in  the  days  of  peace  would  take  time.     Now 
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that  there  are  rations,  control  permits,  and 
shortages  ever  ready  to  justify  delay  we 
don't  take  too  seriously  the  breezy  assur- 
ances that  this,  that  and  the  other  thing  will 
be  completed,  delivered  or  installed  to-day, 
to-morrow,  or  next  week.  Somewhere  in 
India,  tradition  says,  is  the  grave  of  a  young 
I.C.S.  man,  the  stone  bearing  the  epitaph  : 
"  He  tried  to  bustle  the  East."  But  we  can 
point  to  one  grand  sign  of  progress.  This 
morning  a  large  Army  truck  emerged  from 
the  mangoes,  guns,  and  date  palms  bowering 
our  drive.  It  carried  four  men,  two  lengths 
of  "  four  by  two,"  and  a  notice  board,  six 
feet  by  one.  Before  an  admiring  audience 
of  babus,  hawkers,  coolies,  children, 
buffaloes,  goats  and  a  brahmini  bull,  we 
supervised  its  erection  at  our  gate,  to  be 
certain  it  was  not  put  upside  down.  It 
bears  the  brief  but  potent  words  "  St. 
Dunstan's." 

Next  day.  Yes,  and  to-day  there  is 
another  very  definite  sign  of  headway. 
Returning  from  telephoning  at  a  neighbour- 
ing bungalow,  we  found  two  orderlies  and 
a  blinded  soldier.  Havildar  Abdul  Karim 
has  arrived,  our  first  trainee  :  so  we  really 
have  started,  this  tenth  day  of  June,  1943. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages  : 

Dennis  Lucocq  (Llandaff),  June  19th. 

Wilfred  Collyer  (Kingsbury),  to  Miss 
Rose  Fox,  June  20th. 

Cissie  Story  (Ashford),  to  Cpl.  Leach, 
June  21st. 

Charles  Knights  (Romford),  to  Miss  Betty 
Nora  Chester,  June  27th. 

Frederick  Peach,  Merchant  Navy,  to 
Miss  Kathleen  Joan  Eastman,  June  27th. 

B/C.  A.  H.  Harries  (Catford)  to  Miss  A. 
Mathieson,  of  Jerusalem,  on  May  8th,  in 
Jerusalem. 

Promotions 

Harry  Randolph  Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  Nelson,  Durham,  has  been 
commissioned  with  the  Post  Office  Royal 
Engineers. 

Arthur  Bailey,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Bailey,  Ramsgate,  has  got  his  commission 
in  the  R.A. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Boothman, 
Salford,  is  now  a  Navigator  with  the  R.A.F. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Briggs, 
Norwich?  to  the  rank  of  sergeant. 


Victoria  (Australia)  Blinded 
Soldiers'  Association 

Serving  Sons  and  Daughters 

Bannon,  Pte.  J.,  Army. 
Bannon,  A.C.I  P.  J.,  R.A.A.F. 
Davies,  Tpr.  C.  G.,  Army. 
Fankhauser,  Lieut.  F.,  Army. 
Frencham,  Pte.  A.,  Army. 
Frencham,  Pte.  C,  Army. 
Gibson,  L.A.C.  H.,  R.A.A.F. 
Jones,  Pte.  K.^Army. 
Kilby,  Pte.  R.,  Army. 
McConnell,  Corp.  G.  F.,  Army. 
McConnell,  Sgt.  R.  A.,  R.A.A.F. 
McConnell,  Sergt.  R.  A.  (Australia),  P.D.R.C. 
Melbourne,  A.C.2  A.,  R.A.A.F. 
Melbourne,  Pte.  L.,  Army. 
Mouritz,  Pte.  J.,  Army. 
Mouritz,  O.D.  P.,  R.A.N. 
Neyland,  Corp.  J.,  Army. 
Prentice,  Dvr.  A.,  Army. 
Prentice,  C.P.O.  M.,  R.A.N. 
Smart,  Pte.  E.  (P.O.W.),  Army. 
Thom,    Pte.     June,    Australian    Women's    Aimy 
Service. 

Melplash  News 

You  do  not  hear  a  lot  about  Melplash  in 
the  Review,  but  we  are  still  here  and  doing 
very  well ;  all  happy  and  in  good  spirit. 

Dominoes,  especially  tournament  nights, 
are  very  keenly  contested. 

We  were  all  very  pleased  to  have  Sir  Ian 
and  Lady  Fraser  stay  with  us  for  a  couple 
of  days.  Those  who  have  been  in  Melplash 
on  such  visits  will  understand  what  it  means, 
a  visit  to  mine  host,  Mr.  E.  Houndsell. 

On  Friday,  October  22nd,  a  dance  was 
held  at  Melplash  Parish  Hall,  in  aid  of  St. 
Dunstan's.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  was 
very  bad,  but  during  the  interval  Head 
Orderly  Mitchell  accepted  the  sum  of 
£6  18s.  6d.  He  thanked  those  who  had 
assisted,  and  also  spoke  of  the  work  of  St. 
Dunstan's.     A  very  pleasant  evening. 

"  The  Western  Brothers "  send  good 
wishes  to  all.  J.M.M. 

South  African  News 

Frank  Watkinson,  of  Beverley,  and  Sgt. 
Leslie  Northwood,  were  old  Army  friends, 
divided  by  many  campaigns.  Both,  un- 
known to  each  other,  were  blinded.  Now 
they  have  met  again  at  Tembani.  Gunner 
Watkinson  has  just  married  Nurse  Schwarz, 
and  the  best  man  was  Leslie  Northwood. 
*        *        * 

Our  sympathy  to  H.  H.  Burnett,  whose 
house  was  damaged  by  shrapnel  in  one  raid 
recently  and  blasted  by  a  bomb  a  few  weeks 
later.  Mrs.  Burnett  was  blown  from  her 
bed  but  fortunately  was  unhurt, 
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A  St.  Dunstan's  for  Australia 

Melbourne,  October  28th. 
Yrom^  The  Times"  October  29th,  1943 — 
At  a  dinner  given  to  Sir  Neville  Pearson 
by  the  Blinded  Soldiers'  Association,  it 
was  announced  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
establish  in  Australia  an  institute  similar  to 
St.  Dunstan's,  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Melbourne  would  appeal  early  next  year 
for  £A20,000  for  it. 

Disabled  Men  in  Ford  Works 

Miss  Lloyd  has  sent  us  a  most  interesting 
article,  taken  from  the  "  Ford  Times,"  the 
magazine  of  the  Ford  Motor  Company. 

It  reports  that  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
men  employed  in  the  River  Rouge  (United 
States)  plant  of  the  Company  are  handi- 
capped in  some  manner.  Six  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  are  sightless.  In  addition,  there 
are  more  than  100  who  are  deaf  and  dumb. 

Altogether,  11,662  men  in  various  stages 
of  disability  are  receiving  full  pay.  Each 
of  these  workers  is  expected  to  give,  and 
does  give,  full  value  for  his  wages. 

The  engagement  of  handicapped  people 
was  not  an  outgrowth  of  the  war-time 
demand  for  man-power,  but  is  the  result 
of  a  survey  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Ford  some 
twenty  years  ago.  He  decreed  that  if  one 
out  of  every  6,000  persons  was  blind,  then 
one  out  of  every  6,000  Ford  workers  must 
be  a  blind  man.  If  one  in  1,000  was  deaf, 
then  one  out  of  every  1,000  Ford  workers 
should  be  deaf.  These  instructions  have 
been  carefully  observed. 

Typewriter  Ribbons 

Once  again  we  must  draw  attention  to  the 
urgent  need  for  saving  the  metal  spools 
from  old  typewriter  ribbons.  They  should 
be  handed  to  the  After-Care  Visitor,  who 
will  return  them  to  the  Stationery  Depart- 
ment, 58  Albany  Street,  N.W.I.  It  is  abso- 
lutely essential  for  us  to  return  to  the 
manufacturers  one  old  spool  for  each  new 
one  ordered. 

This  is  a  Government  order  to  save  steeL 

Silvet  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  : — 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Johns,  Exeter,  September 
22nd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Matthews, 
Haydock,  October  23rd  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Rodgers,  Barrow-in-Furness,  October  23rd  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Dawson,  Bishop 
Auckland,  November  4th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  Taylor,  Bournemouth,  November  17th. 


The  Bridge  Clubs  Ends  a  Pleasant 
Season 

We  have  just  concluded  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  and  successful  seasons  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Club.  There  has  not 
been  a  vacant  Saturday.  Perhaps  the  chief 
item  has  been  the  Bridge  League.  There 
has  been  good  and  friendly  competition. 
The  result  was  in  doubt  until  Saturday, 
October  23rd,  when  Roden  and  Douglas 
opposed  Wiltshire  and  Coles.  This  match 
almost  resembled  a  final,  as  the  winners 
would  prove  the  champions  of  the  League. 
Space  does  not  permit  me  to  give  any 
details  of  the  match,  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  famous  "  double  and  re-double  "  did 
not  come  off.  Eventually  Wiltshire  and 
Coles  became  winners  of  the  League.  And 
their  opponents  in  this  match  are  accordingly 
runners-up.  With  great  humility  I  should 
mention  that  the  winners  played  7  matches, 
won  5,  and  drew  2.  All  agree  a  good 
record.  This  League  has  given  quite  an 
interest  to  all  the  members,  and  it  is  certain 
to  be  continued  in  future  seasons. 

Since  my  last  notes  we  have  played  two 
matches.  On  Saturday,  October  16th,  Dr. 
Paul  Stern  brought  along  a  team  of  eight 
to  oppose  us.  It  was  a  most  pleasant  game, 
but  we  were  beaten  and  we  should  have 
gathered  information  from  these  excellent 
opponents.  Our  final  match  of  the  season 
was  played  on  the  last  Saturday  in  October, 
when  we  played  the  return  match  with 
Messrs.  Lyons,  at  Cadby  Hall.  Our  hosts 
gave  us  an  excellent  tea,  and  I  am  glad  to 
say  we  won  the  match.  We  all  look  forward 
to  further  matches  there. 

This  season  we  have  played  9  matches, 
lost  6  and  won  3.  May  we  go  steadily 
forward  and  reverse  the  position  next  year. 

There  are  so  many  whom  I  would  like  to 
thank  for  the  splendid  help  they  have  given 
us,  ladies  and  gentlemen  all,  providing  the 
teas,  scoring,  etc.,  and  in  innumerable  ways 
giving  their  help.  Please  accept  our  best 
thanks,  for  we  do  remember.  It  is  expected 
that  the  annual  meeting  will  take  place  next 
February.  I  hope  to  let  all  interested  know 
the  correct  date  in  January's  Review. 

R.P.C. 
•        •        * 

W.  Stedman,  of  Hayes,  raffled  a  fibre  mat 
with  the  "  V  "  sign  and  code  worked  in  it, 
in  aid  of  St.  Dunstan's,  during  a  local  St. 
Dunstan's  week.   It  brought  in  £22  16s.  3d. 
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Private  Thomas  Bloomfietd,  King's  Liverpool  Regiment 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  T.  Bloomfield,  of  Liverpool. 

Serving  first  with  the  King's  Liverpools,  and  later  with  the  Training  Reserve,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1914, 
and  was  discharged  in  January,  1918,  with  severely  damaged  sight.  He  did  not,  however,  come  to  St. 
Dunstan's  until  1929,  when  he  was  trained  as  a  joiner  and  he  carried  on  with  this  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  had  been  ill  for  a  long  time  and  he  passed  away  on  October  25th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral* 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  son. 

Private  Samuel  Rowley,  Durham  Light  Infantry 

With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  S.  Rowley,  of  Hunwick,  Co.  Durham,  which  occurred 
in  hospital  on  September  16th.  Enlisting  in  1914,  he  served  until  1919,  when  he  was  discharged  with  very 
defective  vision.  He  did  not,  however,  come  to  St.  Dunstan's  until  1926,  when  he  was  a  sick  man.  In  spite 
of  this,  however,  he  learned  mat  making  and  continued  with  this  occupation  for  a  Considerable  number  of 
years.  Although  he  had  been  going  downhill  for  some  months,  his  death  was  very  sudden  and  a  great  shock 
to  his  wife,  who  herself  has  been  in  hospital  for  many  months.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades 
at  St.  Dunstan's  was  amongst  the  flowers  sent  for  the  funeral.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  h?s  wife 
and  family. 

Sapper  Alfred  Welton,  Royal  Engineers 

We  have,  with  deep  regret,  to  record  the  death  of  A.  Welton,  of  Cleethorpes,  who  served  with  the  Royal 
Engineers  from  1914  until  1919,  as  a  result  of  which  his  health  and  sight  were  very  severely  affected.  He  did 
not,  however,  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  1928,  when  he  was  a  very  sick  man  and,  consequently, 
unable  to  train.  For  many  years  he  had  been  forced  to  lead  a  very  quiet  life,  spending  much  of  his  time  in 
bed,  but  he  always  made  the  best  of  things  and  kept  his  cheery  spirit.  His  death  on  October  25th,  1943,  at 
his  home,  was  unexpected,  although  he  had  been  very  ill  and  felt  very  severely  the  loss  of  his  son  who,  serving 
in  the  Merchant  Navy,  was  reported  missing  early  in  the  year.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fiaser  and  his  St. 
Dunstan's  comrades  was  amongst  the  flowers  sent. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  wife,  who  has  nursed  him  devotedly  for  many  years,  and  his  surviving 
son — Kenneth — who  is  serving  with  the  Forces. 


Death  of  Brigadier  General  Tanner 

Last  month  we  recorded  the  death  of 
Mr.  Charles  Vintcent,  of  South  Africa. 
A  few  days  later  we  heard  with  deep  regret 
that  another  good  friend  of  St.  Dunstan's 
in  the  Union,  Brigadier  General  W.  E.  C 
Tanner,  had  passed  away.  General  Tanner 
had  for  many  years  acted  as  Chairman  of 
St.  Dunstan's  South  African  Committee, 
and  his  death  is  our  great  loss. 

The  following  cable  was  sent  to  Mrs. 
Bates  : 

Deeply  regret  hear  of  deaths  of  General 
Tanner  and  Mr.  Vintcent.  Please  express 
to  your  South  African  Committee  our 
sincere  sympathy  on  the  death  of  their 
Chairman.     Please  arrange  wreaths. 

Fraser. 
On  the  same  day  the  following  cable  was 
sent  to  Mrs.  Tanner  from  the  Chairman  : 
Lady  Fraser  and  I  are  deeply  grieved  to 
hear  of  your  husband's  death,  and  send 
you  and  your  family  our  most  sincere 
sympathy.  We  valued  General  Tanner's 
friendship  and  his  wise  and  devoted 
guidance  of  St.  Dunstan's  interests  in 
South  Africa. 

Ian  Fraser. 


Birth 

Barrett. — On  September  14th,  to  the  wife 
of  M.  E.  Barrett,  of  South  Africa  (new 
war  St.  Dunstaner),  a  daughter — Helen 
Rae. 

Deaths 

We   offer   our   sincere   sympathy   to   the 
following  : 
Strutt. — To  G.  L.  Strutt,  of  Parsons  Cross, 

Sheffield,    whose   wife   passed   away   on 

October  23rd. 
Colley. — To  J.  Colley,  of  Luton,  whose 

mother  has  died.     She  was  seventy-six. 


St.  Dunstaners  in  the  West  Country  will 
hear  with  regret  that  Mr.  C.  F.  Isaacs,  of 
Devizes,  who  has  often  visited  them  at  Miss 
Oliphant's  request  when  she  could  not  be 
in  the  district  herself,  has  recently  died* 
Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Isaacs 
in  her  loss. 

•        *        * 

We  have  heard  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Rushforth,  widow  of  our 
St.  Dunstaner,  E.  G.  Rushforth,  who  died 
in  1925. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Princess  Royal  Visits  St.  Dunstan's 

HER  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Royal  visited  St.  Dunstan's  at  Church  Stretton  on 
December  7th.  Her  Royal  Highness  was  received  by  Mr.  L  M.  Bankes-Williams, 
Director  of  Training,  and  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  and  members  of  the  staff  were 
presented  in  the  various  houses.  On  a  previous  visit  the  Princess  had  made  a  detailed 
inspection  of  the  Longmynd,  so  on  this  occasion  she  devoted  the  greater  part  of  her  time 
to  the  Hospital,  Belmont.,  the  Girls'  Hostel,  and  Brockhurst,  where  she  took  tea  with  a 
number  of  St.  Dunstaners  and  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Dudley-Phillips.  Her  Royal  Highness 
spoke  a  word  of  encouragement  to  a  very  large  number  of  the  men  and  women  as  she  was 
going  round  and  she  took  a  particular  interest  in  the  Industrial  Workshops  and  the  Massage 
School.  Many  photographs  were  taken,  including  some  of  the  Princess  talking  to  Canadians, 
a  South  African,  and  some  American  St.  Dunstaners,  which  will  be  of  particular  interest 
in  their  own  countries. 

I  had  the  honour  to  sit  with  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  in  the  Royal  Box 
at  the  Albert  Hall,  at  the  British  Legion  Festival  of  Remembrance.  The  King  and  the 
Queen  asked  many  questions  about  St.  Dunstan's,  and  expressed  their  deep  interest  in  out- 
work. All  through  our  history  members  of  the  Royal  Family  have  shown  great  kindness 
to  St.  Dunstan's  and  St.  Dunstaners.  I  am  sure  all  St.  Dunstaners  would  like  me  to  express 
on  their  behalf  our  loyal  thanks. 

Lord  Normanby  Honoured  by  the  King 

Lieut,  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  received  the  Military  M.B.E.  for  the  services  he 
rendered  in  establishing  St.  Dunstan's  Braille  School  in  a  German  prison  camp.  The  regard 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  St.  Dunstaners  who  were  his  fellow  prisoners  of  war  has  been 
made  known  to  all  of  us  by  their  many  stories,  and  with  their  aptitude  for  recognising  these 
matters  in  their  own  way  they  have  named  the  big  ward  in  which  they  all  slept  on  the  occasion 
of  their  arrival  at  St.  Dunstan's  "  Normanby." 

I  have  had  many  talks  with  Lord  Normanby  and  he  intends,  from  his  place  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  to  help  us  in  our  Parliamentary  campaign  for  ex-servicemen. 

We  offer  him  our  congratulations  and  thanks. 

Presents  from  St.  Dunstan's  Overseas 

i  Canadian  St.  Dunstaners  from  Pearson  Hall,  their  Toronto  Club,  have  sent  us  a 
magnificent  parcel  of  presents,  including  cigarette  lighters,  knives,  razor  blades,  pipes,  and, 
for  the  girls,  kirbignps,  and  other  rarities  which  we  have  almost  forgotten  in  England. 
These  welcome  gifts  will  be  used  for  prizes  at  our  various  competitions  and  dances,  and  the 
sweets  will  make  a  welcome  addition  to  our  Christmas  fare  at  Chiirch  Stretton. 

We  shall  also  be  enjoying  some  of  the  good  things  sent  us  by  the  Australian  and  South 
African  Red  Cross,  and  will  be  drinking  the  health  of  St.  Dunstaners  all  over  the  world  in 
Australian  port.     Our  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  our  generous  friends  in  the  Dominions. 
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Pensions 

The  Parliamentary  campaign  came  to  its  crisis  in  July.  A  new  Royal  Warrant  was 
published  in  August  and  the  new  Supplementary  Pensions  were  authorised  as  from 
the  middle  of  August.  A  very  considerable  number  of  St.  Dunstaners,  most  of  them 
getting  on  in  years  and  in  moderate  health,  have  received  the  substantial  benefit  of  10s.  a 
week  rise  for  single  men,  and  £1  a  week  for  married  men  and  children's  allowances  as  well. 
Some  hundreds  of  cases  have  been  reviewed  and  have  been  dealt  with  by  our  pensions  staff. 
There  are  still  a  few  exceptional  or  difficult  cases  to  be  dealt  with.  St.  Dunstan's  will  watch 
the  pensions  system  and  lose  no  opportunity  for  demanding  farther  improvement,  but 
I  think  that  at  this  stage  we  may  well  say  "  Thank  you  "  to  Parliament  and  the  Government 
for  these  moderate  concessions,  and  "  Thank  you  "  to  Mr.  Askew  and  his  staff  for  a  piece 
of  good  and  speedy  administrative  work. 

St.   Dunstan's   Stays   in   Regent's   Park 

Our  Headquarters  Office  on  the  Inner  Circle  of  Regent's  Park  was  so  severely  damaged 
in  the  1940 — 41  blitz  that  we  had  to  abandon  it,  and  we  cannot  go  back  there  without 
re-building.  Temporarily  we  have  continued  a  small  London  office  in  Regent's  Park  and 
our  main  Welfare  Office  at  Tyttenhanger  Park,  near  St.  Albans. 

For  administrative  efficiency,  as  well  as  to  make  sure  of  having  suitable  offices  for  the 
post-war  period,  we  have  taken  three  houses  on  short  leases  in  another  part  of  Regent's 
Park.     These  three  houses  are  to  be  our  new  Headquarters,  and  will  take  the  place  of  the 
Inner  Ciicle  Office  and  the  St.  Albans  Office,  which  have  now  closed  down. 
The  new  address  is  : 

St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters, 

9-11  Park  Crescent, 

Regent's  Park, 

London,  W.l.     ('Phone:  Welbeck  7921) 

This  will  tide  us  over  the  next  three  or  four  years,  and  give  us  time  to  think  about  the 
future.  My  own  opinion  is  that  we  shall  remain  in  Regent's  Park  in  the  future,  and  that 
it  is  wise  for  us  to  do  so  because  this  address  is  familiar  to  friends  of  St.  Dunstan's  all  over 
the  world. 

Christmas  Greetings 

My  wife  and  I  send  our  Christmas  Greetings  to  all  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  families 
and  to  St.  Dunstan's  friends  everywhere.  We  are  not  sending  Christmas  cards,  to  save 
paper  and  labour.  It  is  surprising  how  the  denial  of  such  small  pleasures  as  the  sending 
of  Christmas  cards  on  the  part  of  millions  of  people  adds  up  to  make  an  enormous  difference 
to  paper  supply,  the  demand  on  Post  Office  labour,  and  even  railway  trains  and  motor  transport. 

Anyone  who  has  an  administrative  job  at  the  present  time  in  Britain  appreciates  how 
the  strain  of  four  years  of  war  is  exhausting  our  supplies  and  reserves  t>f  materials  and  labour. 
In  peace  time  an  administrator's  difficulty  was  to  decide  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it.  Now 
he  has  the  almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  being  unable  to  carry  out  his  wishes  for  lack  of 
labour  and  materials.  Britain  is  really  getting  very  short  indeed  of  a  number  of  important 
materials.  Although  this  fact  embarrasses  us  all  and  holds  up  our  work,  let  us  rejoice 
because  it  is  really  a  sign  that  everything  we  have  is  being  put  into  the  war  effort. 

May  I  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  our  depleted  and  over-worked  St.  Dunstan's 
staff  all  over  the  country  for  carrying  on  so  well  in  spite  of  war-time  difficulties.  May  I 
express  my  thanks  to  St.  Dunstaners  for  their  forbearance  and  understanding,  and  for  going 
without  many  services  which  we  used  so  readily  to  render  them  in  peace-time,  but  which 
we  cannot  render  now,  or  can  only  carry  out  with  great  delays. 

Lady  Fraser  and  I  wish  all  readers  of  the  Review  the  best  of  good  luck  in  1944,  and 
may  this  coming  Christmas  be  the  last  of  the  war. 

IAN  FRASER. 
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Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Anniversary 

On  the  morning  of  December  9th,  the 
anniversary  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson's  death, 
Drummer  Downs  and  E.  Ward,  representing 
old  and  new  war  St.  Dunstaners,  with  Sir 
Ian  Fraser  and  Matron  Pain,  placed  a  wreath 
on  Sir  Arthur's  grave  in  Hampstead 
Cemetery, 

St.  Dunstaner  Decorated 

At  a  recent  Investiture,  Lieut.  Colin 
Beaumont-Edmonds,  now  in  training  at 
St.  Dunstan's,  Church  Stretton,  was  decor- 
ated with  the  Military  Cross  in  recognition 
of  gallant  and  distinguished  services  in  the 
Middle  East. 

His  personal  disregard  of  danger,  his 
powers  of  command  and  his  initiative,  it  was 
said,  were  an  outstanding  example  of  the 
highest  qualities  of  leadership. 

Promotion 

The  second  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Gobourn,  of  Cheltenham,  has  just  got  his 
commission  in  his  father's  old  regiment,  the 
Cameron  Highlanders. 

Decoration 

Arthur  Summers,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Summers,  of  Eastleigh,  who  is  a  Pilot 
Officer  in  the  R.A.F.,  has  been  decorated 
by  the  King  with  the  D.F.M. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Brazier,  A.C.I  E.  T.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Burnett,  O.-Sea.  A.  (Edmonton),  Royal  Navy. 
Burns,  A-B.  James  (Salford),  Royal  Navy. 
Burns,  Seaman  Anthony  (Salford),  Royal  Navy. 
.Brown,  L-Cpl.  W.  J.  (Wellington),  M.T.  Dept. 
Brown,  Driver  H.  (Wellington),  Royal  Corps  of 

Signals. 
Dearden,  Cpl.  N.,  Royal  Corps  of  Signals. 
Firth,  Lieut.  R.  S.  (Heswall),  Royal  Artillery. 
Firth,  Gnr.  C.  L.  (Heswall),  Royal  Artillery. 
Firth,  L-Cpl.  Alma  (Heswall),  A.T.S. 
Firth,  A.C.W.l  Nora  (Heswall),  W.A.A.F. 
Hall,  O-Sea.  A.  H.  D.  (Chilton),  Royal  Navy. 
Hildick,  A.C.2  B.  D.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Millward,   Pte.    R.   M.,   att.    Suffolk  Battn. 
Kempster,  Sapper  S.  J.,  Royal  Engineers. 
Marshall,  Driver  H.  (late  Bridlington),  R.A.S.C. 
Treby,  A.C.2  John,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Turnock,  J.,  R.A.O.C. 
Wright,  Air  Mechanic  J.  A.  (Verwood),  Fleet  Air 

Arm. 

•         •         • 

The  daughter  and  son-in-law  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  I.  Corns,  of  Kenton,  who  are  on  the 
stage  and  are  at  present  in  the  Middle  East 
with  "  Ensa,"  were  on  the  ship  which  was 
torpedoed  in  the  Mediterranean  last  month. 
Like  everybody  else  on  board,  they  lost  all 
they  possessed,  but  escaped  themselves. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages  : 

Evelyn  Doris  Radford  (Castle  Cary)  to  Henry 
Oliver,  on  January  6th  last.  (Now  a  prisoner  of  war 
in  Germany.) 

Sergt.  W.  Attrell  (Polegate),  of  R.E.M.E.,  on 
December  8th,  to  Miss  Nellie  Joan  Flint. 

Robert  Meckin  (Workington)  to  Miss  Tecla 
Schaufelberger,  on  September  9th,  at  Bermuda. 

Constance  Smith  (Guildford)  on  October  20th,  to 
Petty  Officer  James  Gilbert,  R.N. 

Albert  Bates  (Oakengates),  on  October  9th,  to 
Miss  Daisy  Birch. 

The  French  Foreign  Legion 

I  first  came  in  contact  with  the  Legion  at 
Halfaya  Pass,  when  they  were  struggling 
for  possession  of  that  natural  fortress.  I 
was  at  once  struck  by  their  precarious 
position,  which  was  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  enemy's  forward  outposts  ; 
but  afterwards,  when  I  got  to  understand 
and  know  them  as  grand  fighters,  I  realised 
that  they  revelled  in  such  close  quarter 
engagements. 

They  were  a  motley  crowd,  enlisted  from 
almost  every  nation  of  Europe.  Very  few 
of  them  came  up  to  the  story  book  descrip- 
tion. They  were  not  criminals,  as  we  are 
so  often  led  to  believe.  Only  about  five  per 
cent,  of  to-day's  Legion  comes  under  this 
category.  The  seekers  of  adventure  were 
there,  but  only  in  small  numbers.  The 
majority  of  the  men  were  soldiers — pro- 
fessional soldiers,  with  a  love  of  fighting  and 
not  a  love  of  France.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  some  people  to  know  thaf  the  Legion 
consists  mainly  of  Germans. 

In  France  this  great  regiment  was  known 
as  "La  Legion  Etrangere,"  which  simply 
means  "  the  army  of  strangers,"  because  in 
the  original  Legion  there  were  no  French- 
men, only  foreign  mercenaries.  They  were 
looked  down  upon  by  the  French  people, 
who  also  were  under  the  impression  that 
criminals  were  in  the  majority. 

Nowadays  we  couple  their  name  with 
that  of  the  Fighting  French  Forces  of  the 
African  campaigns  ;  and  so  once  more  they 
come  into  the  limelight  and  win  new 
distinctions. 

Soldats  de  la  Legion, 
De  la  Legion  Etrangere 
N'ayant  pas  de  nation, 
La  France  est  votre  mere. 

John  A.  Lee, 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Some  time  ago  a  great  film  appeared, 
entitled  "  The  Birth  of  a  Nation."  Will  St. 
Dunstan's  produce  one  on  similar  lines, 
embodying  those  of  the  first  St.  Dunstan's 
at  Regent's  Park  and  subsequent  episodes  at 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Brighton,  Ovingdean, 
Longmynd,  and  Brockhurst,  and  yet  another 
next  year  when  we  are  in  our  new  work- 
shops ? 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  has  recently  told  us  of 
further  extensions  to  cope  with  our  growing 
needs.  Church  Stretton,  though  small,  has  a 
marvellous  talent  for  producing  houses  and 
sites  at  the  appropriate  moment,  and  we 
have  acquired  three  or  four  "  commodious 
premises  conveniently  situated,  contiguous 
to  all  amenities,"  with  vacant  possession,  as 
the  land  agent  would  put  it.  One  of  these  can 
be  adapted  as  a  nucleus  for  training  in  all 
our  arts  and  crafts.  Thus  Longmynd  will 
become  purely  residential  and  men  and  staff 
will  return  for  lunch  and  tea  at  their  several 
quarters  at  Longmynd,  Brockhurst,  and  any 
other  we  may  subsequently  acquire. 

The  ex-prisoners  returned  from  their 
short  leave  on  the  27th  ;  in  common  with 
other  repatriated  prisoners  they  had 
received  so  many  public  ovations  that  they 
found  the  time  too  short  for  seeing  much 
home  life  and  are  looking  forward  to 
spending  Christmas  quietly  with  their  own 
people  after  three  years'  absence. 

Lord  Normanby,  in  his  maiden  speech  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  pleaded  the  cause  of  the 
returned  ex-Service  men  after  the  war.  He 
also  wrote  an  article  in  The  Times  describing 
the  rise  and  development  of  the  St.  Dunstan's 
braille  school  at  Haina  Kloster  :  character- 
istically he  made  his  account  purely 
impersonal,  so  much  so  that  The  Times,  a 
few  days  later,  printed  a  letter  from  a 
member  of  "  the  school,"  pointing  out  that 
he  had  been  their  originator  and  mainstay 
from  start  to  finish. 

The  British  Aluminium  Club,  which  has 
entertained  us  so  handsomely  every  month, 
has  now  left  Shrewsbury.  We  gave  them  a 
Dance  and  Supper  at  Morris's  Cafe, 
Shrewsbury,  on  the  11th,  and  exchanged 
regretful  farewells. 

Invitations  to  dances,  concerts,  lunches 
and  social  evenings  are  so  numerous  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  enumerate  them 
here,  and  our  readers  might  weary  of  the 
constant  repetition  of  a  list  of  names   of 


societies  and  individuals,  many  of  whom 
entertain  us  once  a  month,  and  so  we  must 
content  ourselves  with  the  knowledge  that 
our  Entertainments  Committee  endeavour 
to  express  our  gratitude  for  us. 

On  the  26th  a  Talk  on  Town-Planning 
was  well  attended ;  this  was  given  by 
Mr.  Doubleday,  Regional  Commissioner 
for  the  Birmingham  district,  and  his  talk  was 
followed  by  many  questions  about  aspects 
of  the  subject  on  which  the  lecturer  had  had 
no  time  to  touch. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — -R.     Ward,     H.     Greenhalgh, 

C.  E.  Brooker,  A.  Foster,  F.  Madgwick, 
J.  Ince,  E.  Darnell,  L.  Hollamby,  H.  Cope. 

Braille  Interline  Reading. — A.  Rey- 
nolds, J.  Lee,  T.  Brougham,  C.  Beaumont- 
Edmonds. 

Braille  Interpoint  Reading.  —  Elsie 
Aldred,  A.  Wigglesworth. 

Braille  Writing.— W.  Robinson,  M. 
Barstow.  A.  Reynolds,  E.  Aldred. 

Admitted  to  Hospital  (Repatriated 
Prisoners  of  War).— Pte.  G.  M.  Allen,  E. 
Yorks  Regt.  (25),  Hull;  Pte.  B.  E.  W. 
Bright,  Royal  Warwicks  Regt.  (23),  Birm- 
ingham ;  Pte.  W.  Burnett,  Tyneside  Scottish 
Black  Watch  (22),  Gateshead,  Durham  ;  Pte. 
L.  W.  Cook,  The  Buffs  (31),  Rainham, 
Essex ;  Cpl.  W.  S.  Deuchars,  Gordon 
Highlanders  (33),  Edinburgh;  Pte.  J.  P. 
Doig,  R.A.S.C.  (24),  Dundee;  Gdsmn. 
S.  J.  F.  Doy,  Grenadier  Guards  (26), 
Paddington,  London  ;  Pte.  R.  D.  E.  Ellis, 
Gloucester    Regt.    (25),    Gloucester ;    Spr. 

D.  D.  Fleisig,  R.E.  (24),  Brockley,  S.E.4 ; 
Rfmn.  T.  P.  Hart,  K.R.R.C.  (27),  Tooting, 
London ;  Gnr.  S.  A.  Jackson,  R.H.A.  (39), 
Holloway,  London;  Pte.  J.  Legge,  Seaforth 
Highlanders  (27),  Elgin,  Morayshire ;  Dvr. 

E.  Nash-Larkham,  R.A.S.C.  (24),  Brentford, 
Middlesex  ;  Pte.  D.  Parmenter,  Q.O.R.W.K. 
Regt.  (26),  Catford,  London ;  Tpr.  J. 
Rodgers,  Lothian  and  Border  Yeomanry 
(28),  Edinburgh ;  Rfmn.  J.  Shepherd, 
Queen  Victoria's  Rifle  Regt.  (25),  London, 
S.W.I  ;  Pte.  R.  Smith,  Royal  Scots  Regt. 
(39),  Edinburgh;  L/Cpl.  P.  Timiney, 
K.O.Y.L.I.  (32),  Sheffield;  Pte.  F.  H. 
W7areham,  Dorsetshire  Regt.  (33),  Wim- 
borne,  Dorset ;  Lieut.  F.  J.  L.  Woodcock, 
Royal  Hamilton  Light  Infantry,  Royal 
Canadian    Army,    Toronto,    Canada ;    Pte, 
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W.  E.  Young,  D.L.I.  (31),  Rowlands  Gill, 
Co.  Durham. 

Major  E.  A.  Dunlop,  Queen's  Own  Rifles, 
Royal  Canadian  Army,  Toronto,  Canada ; 
Dvr.    C.    Hobbs,    R.E.    (38),    Kingsbury, 
London;     Cpl.     J.     Abel,     R.T.R.     (37), 
Banchory,    Kincardineshire ;    Pte.    A.    E. 
Baldwin,   R.E.   (39),   Lewes,   Sussex ;   Pte. 
J.  A.  M.  Beauge,  Free  French  Army  (21), 
Quebec,  Canada ;  Pte.   E.   Griffiths,   Sher- 
wood Foresters  (20),  Wrexham  ;  Pte.  H.  E. 
Bishop,  U.S.  Army  (23),  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee ;   Fus.   J.   H.   Gardner,   Royal  Irish 
Fusiliers    (37),    Wallasey;    Rfmn.    R.    A. 
Theobald,  K.R.R.C.  (29),  Redhill,  Surrey ; 
Pte.  J.  W.  McConnell,  Army  Catering  Corps. 
(28),    Ledbury,    Herefordshire ;    Gnr.    G. 
Smith,  R.A.  (L.A.A.),  (19),  North  Shields  ; 
Cpl.  L.  Davies,  London  Irish  Rifles  (21), 
Gwauncaegurwen,  Glam.  ;  W/Sgt.  A.  W. 
Delmar,   Recce.   Regt.   (33),   Seven  Kings, 
Essex ;   Lt.-Col.   The  Hon.   C.   G.   Cubitt, 
d.s.o.,    R.A.,    Cowfold,    Sussex ;    Tpr.    P. 
Bagwell,    R.T.R.    (20),    Bradford    Abbas, 
Dorset ;    L/Sgt.    J.    E.    Blackwell,    d.c.m., 
Hampshire  Regt.  (26),  Greenwich,  London  ; 
W/Sgt.  A.  Reagen,  Argyll  and  Sutherland 
Highlanders  (36),  Dagenham,  Essex ;  Pte. 
A.  W.  Rogers,  Parachute  Regt.  (28),  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  ;  Bdr.  A.  Roebuck,  R.A. 
(29),  Droylsden,    Manchester  ;    Tpr.  J.  D. 
Slee,    R.T.R.    (31),   Penrith,    Cumberland; 
Pte.    S.    Southall,    Royal   Warwicks    Regt. 
(25),  Smethwick,  Staffs. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to 
return  to  Training. — Pte.  J.  H.  Dalton, 
L.A.C.  H.  Ward. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  to  return 
to  Unit. — L.A.C.  S.  Eames. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to  go 
to  Newington  House.  —  L/Sgt.  C. 
McNaught. 

Comforts   Fund   Raffle 

Our  grateful  thanks  to  all  who  made  the  splendid 
sum  of  £23  5s.  6d.  possible  in  the  Comforts  Fund 
Raffle  which  we  ran  last  month.  The  lucky  prize- 
winners were : 

1st,  R.  A.  Clarke,  of  Gunnislake  ;  2nd,  Miss  Preedy 
(Braille  Teacher) ;  3rd,  Mrs.  Charlton,  of  Church 
Stretton  ;  4th,  J.  Simpson,  of  Osmondthorpe  ;  5th, 
Miss  Palphramand  (Housekeeper  of  Staff  House)  ; 
6th,  Rev.  A.  Nugee  (Church  Stretton  Padre) ;  7th, 
J.  Papps,  of  Dunstable  ;  8th,  Instructor  Kitson. 

Christmas  Greetings  from 
Church  Stretton 

Christmas  Greetings  and  best  wishes  for 
the  New  Year  to  all  St.  Dunstaners  from  all 
friends  at  Church  Stretton, 


Blackpool  Notes 

The  Staff  of  the  Blackpool  Home  join  me 
in  wishing  all  our  friends— old  and  new — 
a  Happy  Christmas  and  a  peace-bringing 
New  Year.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the 
festive  season  and  have  already  made  out 
a  programme  of  events. 

The  Rotary  Club  are  giving  us  a  dinner 
and  concert  on  the  23rd,  and  on  Boxing  Day 
— the  Monday  one — we  have  booked  for  the 
Theatre,  to  see  Emlyn  Williams  in  a  brand 
new  play— first  time  on  any  stage — called 
"  Pen  Don."  Not  the  least  important 
of  our  various  parties  will  be  the  grand  feast 
at  mid-day,  when  the  Staff  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  the  troops.  Mrs.  Jones  has  been 
popping '  things  up  her  sleeve  for  many  a 
long  day,  so  we  shall  not  starve. 

Here  I  feel  like  saying,  with  Mr.  Lovejoy, 
"  If  ever  a  woman  suffered,"  for  Jock  Jack, 
Sister  Gornall  and  the  ever-ready  and  willing 
Billy  Parnell  are  practising  so  that  we  may 
have  a  real  dance  band  instead  of  the 
radiogram  (I  never  can  get  a  wink  of  sleep 
in  this  office ! !) 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  occasional 
visit  from  the  boys  of  Church  Stretton. 
They  always  get  a  very  hearty  welcome  from 
the  old  boys,  and  it  is  very  good  for  both 
generations  to  meet. 

On  Armistice  Day — which  one  always 
considers  "  The  Old  Boys'  Day  " — we  had  a 
short  Service  in  the  Lounge.  It  was,  as  ever, 
very  impressive,  and  everybody  joined  in  the 
singing  of  our  favourite  hymns,  which 
reminds  us  all  of  the  brighter  Brighton  days. 
After  the  Service  we  went  to  the  Cenotaph 
to  place  our  tribute  to  Old  Comrades,  and 
in  spite  of  the  Blackpool  gales  we  managed 
to  keep  our  feet.  The  wreath  was  placed  by 
W.  Megson  and  J.  McAndrew. 

Whilst  celebrating  the  Armistice  of  the 
last  Great  War,  we  do  not  forget  our  old 
friends,  who  have  left  us  in  recent  years- 
men  and  Staff,  so  often  in  our  thoughts. 
Neither  do  we  forget  the  boys  and  girls  who 
are  doing  so  much  to  help  us  win  this  war. 
It  is  indeed  an  ever-surprising  thought  that 
the  kiddies  with  whom  we  played — even 
nursed  in  the  jolly  Portland  Place  days — are 
now  grown  up — some  wed — and  are  carry- 
ing on  to  the  end  the  jobs  that  their  fathers 
started  many  moons  ago.  We  wish  them  all 
a  happy  and  safe  return. 

We  still  have  many  splendid  gifts  to 
raffle  for  their  Comforts  Fund,  At  present 
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we  are  raffling  a  huge  shopping  basket, 
given  by  W.  Robbins,  of  Bournemouth, 
after  which  we  have  a  large  and  varied 
assortment  of  toys.  We  hope  to  make  much 
money  on  them  all — especially  as  we  are 
adding,  as  a  small  incentive,  a  ten  shilling 
note  as  first  prize — given  by  C.  Peach. 

In  case  others  are  interested,  perhaps  it 
would  be  wise  to  give  a  list  of  the  articles 
now  in  hand  and  awaiting  raffle— then,  if 
they  would  care  to  send  along  their  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  without  expecting  an 
acknowledgment,  we  will  gladly  add  their 
names  to  the  "  swindle  sheet."  We  will  do 
almost  anything  for  money  for  the  Comforts 
Fund  for  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners.  The 
winners'  names  only  to  be  published  in  the 
Review.  All  tickets  are  3d.  each. 

Woolly  baby  shawl  (given  by  Mr.  Swift, 
father-in-law  of  the  late  P.  Brelsford)  ;  baby 
jacket  (given  by  Mrs.  Creasey,  of  Lancing) ; 
duchesse  set  (given  by  Mrs.  Thomas, 
Rawdon) ;  knitted  bag  (given  by  Sister 
Cohn) ;  box  of  six  knives  (given  by  Mrs. 
Bradford,  very  useful,  very  sharp) ;  bed- 
spread, lace  (given  by  Mrs.  Martindale) ; 
suit  of  pale  blue  pyjamas  (given  by  Mr. 
Jones,  friend  of  the  late  Charlie  Butler) ; 
10s.  note  (given  by  Mr.  Charman)  ;  £1 
note  (Anonymous). 

Then  perhaps  when  these  are  all  disposed 
of  we  can  hope  for  more  gifts — perhaps. 
B.  Vaughan  Da  vies. 

[We  hear  from  Matron  as  we  go  to  press 
that  Robbins'  basket  realised  £5  19s.  6d. 
This,  with  other  gifts,  made  a  total  of 
£6  10s.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Matron  Pain.] 

Good  Work 

A.  Hayes,  of  Baker's  Field,  Nottingham, 
and  his  wife  are  both  keen  workers  at  a 
local   canteen   where   our   St.    Dunstaner's 
particular  job  is  washing  up. 
•         *         • 

The  Yeovil  Branch  of  the  British  Legion 
are  old  friends  of  St.  Dunstan's.  In  sending 
a  further  donation  from  their  collecting  box, 
the  Club  Secretary  writes : — 

"  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  and 
members  of  the  Yeovil  British  Legion,  we 
would  like  to  pay  a  tribute  to  Fred  Westaway 
for  his  magnificent  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Legion  and  that  of  St.  Dunstan's.  As  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  he  is 
closely  and  actively  associated  with  all  our 
activities," 


The   British   Legion   Charter 

At  the  request  of  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner, 
E.  Russell,  of  Leeds,  we  have  had  put  into 
braille  a  summary  of  the  Charter  of  the 
British  Legion.  A  limited  number  of  copies 
are  available  and  any  St.  Dunstaner  who 
would  like  a  copy  is  invited  to  get  into 
touch  with  the  Editor. 

Blind  Man  Leads  Raid 

Praise  for  the  skill  of  the  Island  Scouts 
now  helping  the  Allies  to  rid  the  British 
Solomon  Islands  of  the  Japanese  has  been 
given  by  a  New  Zealand  officer  who  landed 
on  the  island  of  Vella  Lavella. 

These  loyal  people  have  given  very  real 
assistance  to  the  Allied  forces,  and  officers 
say  that,  on  ground  familiar  to  them,  they 
are  the  stealthiest  scouts  in  the  world. 

An  Islander,  a  chief  called  Ngatu, 
went  on  a  raid  with  six  other  Solomon 
Scouts,  although  he  is  nearly  blind.  Relying 
almost  entirely  on  his  sense  of  touch, 
Ngatu  helped  the  others  to  filch  all  the 
weapons  from  a  Japanese  camp  at  night  and, 
next  morning,  the  enemy  awoke  to  find 
themselves  unarmed  with  the  Scouts  at 
hand  ready  to  escort  them  to  the  nearest 
Allied  prison  camp. 

National  Laying  Trials 

Report  on  the  1st  month, 
October   11th  to   November   7th,    1943 

Test  score 


No.  Name 

1  Jackson,  G.  C.   ... 

2  Jarvis,  A. 

3  Mcintosh,  C.      ... 

4  Smith,  W.  Alan 

5  Gregory,  T. 

6  Brown,  M.  Watson 

7  Holmes,  P. 

8  Chaffin,  A. 

9  Campbell,  J.       ... 

10  Hill,  R.  E. 

11  McLaren,  D. 

12  Carpenter,  E.  H. 


value 
102 
101 
85 
82 
74 
73 
71 
26 
21 
14 
13 
10 


Average  per  bird,  9.6  eggs. 
•  •  • 
"  But  I  dread  success.  To  have  suc- 
ceeded is  to  have  finished  one's  business  on 
earth  ...  I  like  a  state  of  continual 
becoming,  with  a  goal  in  front,  and  not 
behind."— G.  Bernard  Shaw  (in  a  letter 
to  Ellen  Terry.) 
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"  The  Dotty  Mag." 

From  "  The  Dotty  Magazine,"  which  the 
blinded  prisoners  of  war  produced  them- 
selves in  Germany,  we  take  the  following 
from  many  other  excellent  items  :— 
Tit-Bits 

Sailorman  Hartley  tells  me  he  is  going  into 
the  timber  business  after  the  war.  Selling 
matches  in  Piccadilly. 

•  *        * 

Since  having  his  injections,  Dennis 
Fleisig  is  worrying  about  losing  weight. 
Never  mind,  Dennis.  Old  soldiers  never 
die.  ...  *        *        * 

Jimmy  Legge's  ambition  is  to  become  a 
masseur.  There's  no  reason  why  your 
ambition  shouldn't  be  realised,  Jimmy, 
providing  you  rub  your  patients  the  right 
way,  and  if  they  lie  on  the  floor  you  should 
manage  to  reach  them. 

•  •        • 

Several  letters  arrived  from  Mr.  Strutt 
last  month.  He  asks  if  we  like  braille.  Why 
doesn't  someone  have  the  courage  to  tell 
him? 

Day  in  a  Blind  Man's  Life  as  a  P.O.W. 

For  those  readers  who  are  interested  in 
the  work  of  the  blind,  it  is  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  that  I  chronicle  the  next  few  lines 
in  as  brief  a  space  as  possible. 

A  schedule  has  to  be  distributed  among 
something  like  twenty  individuals.  This  in 
itself  is  a  difficult  task,  but  with  due 
consideration  and  patience,  times  have  been 
accomplished  for  all.  So,  having  finished 
breakfast,  an  hour  on  the  business  type- 
writer, beginning  at  8.30  a.m.,  from  9.30 
until  10  a.m.  one  works  steadfastly  at  the 
braille  typewriter.  This  is  a  machine  which 
prints  anything  that  is  possible  in  black 
type.  Work  then  ceases  for  the  morning. 
Getting  dressed,  we  prepare  for  an  hour's 
stroll  about  the  surrounding  countryside, 
eventually  having  to  return  for  our  lunch. 

Afternoon  work  commences  at  1  o'clock, 
again  on  the  business  typewriter.  It  is 
essential  that  much  practice  should  be  got 
in  on  this  machine.  This  lesson  is  followed 
by  reading  aloud  from  a  braille  book,  which 
puts  speed  and  expression  into  braille 
reading.  Our  day's  work  is  now  finished, 
and  again  we  enjoy  freedom  on  the  other 
side  of  the  barbed  wire ;  if  the  weather  is 
dull  we  walk  rather  a  long  way  ;  contrary  to 
that  we  enjoy  basking  in  the  sun  in  some 


nearby  meadow,  returning  some  two  hours 
later  to  enjoy  a  hearty  Red  Cross  meal. 

The  evening  is  spent  by  having  a  book 
read  to  us. 

And  so  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  as  he 
wishes,  but  also  to  assure  him  that  our  day 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  is  full  of  interest. 

J.  Shepherd. 
South  African  Notes 

From  the  "  Tembani  Times  "  : 

"  Our  Anatomy  students  are  progressing 
by  leaps  and  bounds  and  during  the  month 
they  had  their  first  session  at  the  Cape  Town 
University    Medical     School. 

"It  had  been  decided  that  we  were  not 
getting  enough  exercise,  and  early  in 
September,  Capt.  Miller,  who  is  a  well- 
known  physical  culturist,  came  to  discuss 
this  matter  with  us. 

"  Our  first  afternoon  of  physical  training 
took  the  form  of  a  short  route  march. 
P.T.  instructors  from  the  local  military 
camp  came  to  Tembani  and  we  formed  up 
in  threes,  a  St.  Dunstaner  on  each  side  of  a 
sighted  escort,  and,  linking  arms,  we 
marched  gaily  away  for  a  good  hour's  walk. 

"  Capt.  Miller,  who  is  as  keen  as  mustard 
about  our  training,  is  now  busy  thinking 
out  new  means  and  devices  whereby  we 
shall  be  able  to  indulge  in  various  sports  and 
games,  and  to  make  P.T.  an  enjoyable 
pastime. 

"  On  the  23rd  of  the  month,  Barnie 
Barnard  left  Tembani  to  take  up  residence 
on  a  local  poultry  farm,  where  he  will  learn 
the    trade. 

"  We   would  like  to  congratulate   Chris 

Gilby  on  his  very  successful  broadcast  (Chris 

is  a  pianist),  and  also  on  the  beautiful  guitar 

he  made  in  the  Tembani  carpenter's  shop." 

•        •        • 

Corporal  "  Jimmy "  Ellis,  who  is  the 
Editor  of  the  "  Tembani  Times,"  writes  : 
"  We  produce  six  hundred  copies  per 
month  in  our  own  little  workroom,  where 
everything  is  done  entirely  under  our  own 
power.  We  cut  our  own  stencils,  do  our 
own  duplicating  on  a  hand-operated 
machine,  and  our  own  assembling  and 
clipping.  There  is  quite  a  lot  of  work 
attached  to  this  job  ;  however,  I  find  this 
work  interesting  and  amusing,  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  my  colleagues  at  Tsmbani 
and  the  willing  help  of  so  many  of  our 
South  African  friends,  the  work  is  made 
easy  and  pleasurable." 
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"In    Hemorg" 


Guardsman  William  Henry  Whiteside  (Grenadier  Guards) 
We  have  to  report  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  W.  H.  Whiteside,  of  Lytham.  He  served  from  September, 
1916,  until  October,  1918,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the  Army  after  being  wounded  in  France,  and  he 
came'  to  us  almost  immediately  afterwards.  He  was  trained  as  a  basket-maker  and  continued  with  this 
occupation  for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  He  was  taken  ill  in  1942  and  never  seemed  really  to  recover 
his  health,  and  he  died  in  Lytham  Hospital  on  November  15th. 

He  was  greatly  esteemed  in  Lytham,  and  many  friends  and  neighbours  attended  the  funeral  at  Carleton 
Crematorium.  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  Matron  Vaughan-Davies,  who  sent  a  sheaf  of  fresh  flowers 
on  our  behalf.     This  would  have  been  his  wish. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  son  in  their  great  loss. 


Deaths 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  follow- 
ing :— 
Morby. — To  H.  J.  Morby,  of  Ley  ton,  whose  mother 

has  passed  away. 
Stevens. — To  C.  A.  Stevens,  of  Ashford,  who  lost 

his  wife  on  November  21st. 
Vernon. — To  A.  Vernon,  of  Birmingham,  whose 

father  has  died. 
Watson. — To  J.  Watson,  of  Manor  Park,  whose 

wife  passed  away  on  December  6th. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Bartholomew 

We  have  heard  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  H.  F.  Bartholomew,  who  was  for 
some  time  in  the  last  war  an  orderly  at  the 
Bungalow  and  at  St.  John's  Lodge.  He  was 
at  one  time  butler  at  St.  Mark's  College 
and  in  St.  Dunstan's  very  early  days 
relatives  of  St.  Dunstaners  visiting  them  at 
St.  Mark's  General  Hospital  were  put  up  in 
his  house  at  Chelsea.  One  of  his  daughters 
married  a  St.   Dunstaner — H.   Blakeley. 

Silver  Weddings 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Johns,  Chesterfield, 
September  22nd  (not  L.  Johns,  of  Exeter, 
as  we  announced  last  month) ,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Frank,  Yeovil,  November  30th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Batty,  Killamarsh,  December 
5th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Crabtree,  Harringay, 
December  7th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Jordan, 
Norbury,  December  7th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G. 
Nancarrow,  Newquay,  December  21st ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Osmond,  Walthamstow, 
December  26th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nancarrow's  son,  William, 
recently  discharged  from  the  Oxford  and 
Bucks  Light  Infantry,  is  being  married  on 
his  parents'  wedding  day  to  Miss  Cynthia  E. 
Barnes. 


Killed  on  Active  Service 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs. 
Birch,  widow  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner, 
W.  J.  Birch,  of  Fulham,  whose  eldest  son, 
Harry,  was  killed  on  November  27th,  after 
taking  part  in  a  raid  on  Berlin. 

Guests  of  the  Mayor 

Half  a  score  St.  Dunstan's  men  and  their 

wives  from  Chelmsford  and  neighbourhood 

were  the  guests  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor 

'  and  the  Mayoress  at  a  luncheon  at  the  County 

Hotel,  Chelmsford,  on  November  20th. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser,  National  Vice-Chairman  of 
the  British  Legion,  was  attending  a  British 
Legion  Conference  in  the  town  at  the  same 
time,  and  was  able  to  spare  a  short  time 
from  his  duties  at  the  conference  to  visit  the 
luncheon  party.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Col.  Sir  F.  Carne  Rasch,  Essex  County 
British  Legion  President. 

In  a  short  talk,  Sir  Ian  dealt  chiefly  with 
pension  matters.  The  Mayor  and  Mayoress 
also  went  among  the  men  wishing  them  the 
best  of  good  luck. 

Sir  Ian's  daughter,  Mrs.  Macdonald, 
received  the  men  as  they  arrived  and  soon 
became  very  popular  among  the  men's 
wives ;  afterwards  she  presided  at  the 
luncheon. 

There  were  many  expressions  of  pleasure 
from  the  men  at  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
Sir  Ian  and  his  daughter,  and  thanks  for  his 
efforts  in  getting  augmented  pensions  for 
some  of  the  men  present. 

All  voted  the  occasion  a  very  happy  one. 

T.H.P. 
•        •        • 

We  have  learned  with  regtet  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Rowley,  widow  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner,  which 
occurred  on  December  11th. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

IN  August  last,  after  considerable  pressure  from  Parliament,  the  Government  introduced 
supplementary  pensions  and  allowances  for  wives  and  children,  payable  in  cases  where 
seriously  disabled  ex-Service  men  were  unable  to  undertake  ordinary  employment. 
This  concession  did  not  go  so  far  as  I  had  advocated,  but  it  represented  a  very  substantial 
benefit  to  a  large  number  of  ex-Service  men  whose  need  was  very  great,  including  many 
St.  Dunstaners. 

Just  before  Christmas  Parliament  passed,  with  the  approval  of  Members  of  all  parties, 
he  Second  Reading  of  the  Disabled  Persons  Bill,  and  by  the  time  you  read  these  words 
I  expect  the  Bill  will  have  passed  all  its  stages  in  the  House  of  Commons.  This  Bill  establishes 
a  Register  of  disabled  persons  who  are  defined  as  being  those  who,  from  war  or  industrial 
or  other  causes,  are  handicapped  in  the  securing  or  retention  of  employment.  The  Bill  then 
makes  it  compulsory  for  employers  who  have  more  than  twenty-five  employees  to  employ 
a  quota  or  percentage  of  disabled  persons  in  their  factories  or  plants  or  offices.  The  quota 
or  percentage  is  not  fixed  but  will  be  varied  from  time  to  time  according  to  circumstances. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  war  I  explained  in  the  Review  that  we  were  undertaking 
research  and  enquiry  with  a  view  to  finding  jobs  in  ordinary  industry  which  blinded  men 
could  undertake,  and  that  we  hoped  that  these  enquiries  would  lead  to  good  results,  not 
only  for  the  war  period  but  afterwards.  We  have,  in  fact,  placed  in  ordinary  industry  in 
ordinary  jobs  at  ordinary  wages  over  a  hundred  blinded  soldiers  of  the  last  war  and 
twenty-seven  younger  men  and  one  woman  of  this  war,  and  we  have  established  at  Church 
Stretton,  our  Training  Centre,  industrial  workshops  in  which  various  industrial  processes, 
such  as  the  working  of  a  capstan  lathe,  and  of  a  router,  and  assembly  work  and  upholstery 
— and  other  processes  are  to  follow— which  will  enable  our  men  to  undertake  relatively 
skilled  jobs.  There  is  no  doubt  that  young  men  who  can  be  trained  and  placed  in  ordinary 
industry  are  in  a  favovrable  position,  for  they  get  good  and  regular  wages  and  enjoy  the 
company  of  sighted  workmen  and  girls  and  the  ordinary  working  day  and  social  life  of 
a  modern  factory.  Our  anxiety  has  been  lest  these  jobs  should  end  with  the  war,  and  the 
Disabled  Persons  Bill,  when  it  becomes  law,  will  go  a  long  way  towards  ensuring  permanent 
employment  for  those  who  prove  themselves  capable  or-undertaking  it.  The  Bill  is  thus 
a  great  step  forward  For  all  disabled  persons,  and  speaking  for  St.  Dunstaners  and  for 
disabled  members  of  the  British  Legion,  I  feel  justified  in  giving  it  a  cordial  welcome,  and 
in  referring  to  it  in  the  House  as  a  valuable  addition  to  our  social  services.  In  my  opinion 
it  is  the  humane  and  intelligent  way  of  dealing  with  the  problem  of  disabled  persons.  It 
will  not  merely  make  them  happier,  but  will  also  contribute  to  the  nation's  wealth. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  the  British  Legion  asked  for  a  measure  of  compulsion  to 
secure  the  employment  of  disabled  ex-Service  men.     Now  at  last  it  has  come  and  this  is  a 
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good  example  of  the  advantages  of  National  Government.  For  what  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  introduction  of  such  a  measure  in  the  various  governments  of  all  Parties  which  we 
have  had  in  the  last  twenty  years  or  so  was  the  reluctance  of  employers  to  accept  compulsion 
and  the  reluctance  of  Trade  Unions  to  see  any  priority  given  to  disabled  persons  and  to 
admit  them  to  membership.  Now  in  the  stress  of  war  these  sectional  interests  have  given 
way  to  the  national  need,  and  a  most  useful  measure  is  well  on  the  way  to  its  place  on  the 
statute  book. 

In  my  speech  on  this  subject,  I  asked  that  during  the  next  few  years  a  preference  should 
be  given  to  disabled  ex- Service  men  if  by  any  chance  there  were  not  jobs  for  all.  Mr.  Bevin, 
the  Minister  of  Labour,  in  his  reply  to  me,  said  that  he  would  give  an  administrative 
preference  and  that  should  circumstances  require  it  he  would  take  other  steps  to  make  sure 
that  the  ex- Service  men  and  women  were  taken  care  of. 

In  the  past  there  have  been  individual  cases  where  blind  persons  have  been  re-engaged 
by  their  firms  for  factory  work,  but  St.  Dunstan's  was  the  first  to  set  out  on  a  research 
campaign  in  this  matter,  and  we  can  claim  the  credit  for  having  blazed  a  trail  which  played 
its  part  in  inspiring  the  Government  to  take  this  important  step,  and  which  will,  I  believe, 
be  of  inestimable  value  to  all  disabled  people,  and  particularly  to  our  own  St.  Dunstan's 
blinded  men  and  women. 

I  also  obtained  an  assurance  from  the  Minister  that  employers  would  be  free  to  give 
employment  under  the  quota  to  disabled  ex-Service  men  and  women  if  they  wanted  to  do  so. 
This  is  a  very  important  statement,  for  it  preserves  for  the  ex-Service  community  their  right 
to  a  voluntary  preference,  and  enables  organisations  like  St.  Dunstan's  and  the  British  Legion 
to  continue  their  good  work  of  organising  the  employment  of  ex-Service  people  and  of 
persuading  employers  to  give  them  a  preference  wherever  this  is  necessary. 


Developments  at  Church  Stretton 

The  increase  in  our  numbers  due  to  this  war  has  been  very  considerable,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  for  us  greatly  to  increase  our  accommodation  and  staff  at  Church  Stretton. 
For  some  months  I  have  been  negotiating  with  the  War  Office  to  give  us  the  use  of  hotels 
and  hutments  and  other  buildings  which  they  have  requisitioned  in  Church  Stretton. 
At  first  they  were  unwilling  to  give  way  because  they  claimed  that  the  presence  in  Britain 
of  so  many  troops  of  our  own  armies  and  of  the  American  and  Canadian  armies  rendered 
this  impossible.  But  the  value  of  personal  contact  with  the  men  in  charge  was  demonstrated 
by  the  kindly  way  in  which  the  Adjutant-General  and  the  Quartermaster-General,  whom 
I  went  to  see  personally,  cut  through  the  red  tape  and  agreed  to  the  principle  that  the  little 
town  of  Church  Stretton  should  gradually  become  St.  Dunstan's  own  centre. 

The  War  Office  has  now  agreed  in  principle  to  give  up  gradually  all  its  accommodation 
in  Church  Stretton  to  us,  and  we  have  already  taken  over  two  hotels  and  a  number  of  houses 
and  many  hutments,  which  are  being  converted  to  our  use.  By  Easter  time  we  shall  have 
accommodation  for  between  200  and  250  blinded  men  and  women. of  this  war  in  Church 
Stretton,  and  as  the  year  proceeds  we  shall  be  able  to  develop  further  if  necessary.  We  are 
accustomed  to  think  of  the  War  Office  and  other  government  departments  as  hard-hearted 
organisations  which  never  listen  to  a  human  plea  for  consideration,  and  I  should  like, 
therefore,  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Adjutant-General  and  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  and  their  representatives  at  ChesUr  and  in  Shropshire.,  for  their  appreciation  of 
our  difficulties  and  for  their  recognition  of  our  needs  and  their  generous  action  in 
meeting  them. 

When  the  development  in  Church  Stretton  is  fully  organised  we  shall  have  one  central 
school  and  recreation  centre  and  a  number  of  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  town  where 
the  men  will  live.  From  this  point  of  view  the  new  St.  Dunstan's  now  being  increased 
and  built  up  will  be  similar  in  many  respects  to  the  old  St.  Dunstan's  in  Regent's  Park, 
where  all  the  workshops  and  schoolrooms  were  in  one  place  and  the  men  lived  in  a  number 
of  houses  round  about. 
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After-Care  Reunions 

Speaking  to  a  small  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  who  had  lunch  with  my  wife  and  me 
in  Bristol  the  other  day,  I  said  that  it  was  a  curious  thing  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  war  we 
should  be  able  to  arrange  this  luncheon  party,  whereas  we  had  been  unable  to  arrange 
similar  gatherings  the  earlier  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  primarily,  I  suppose, 
to  Lord  Woolton,  but  to  the  country  generally,  that  this  should  be  so,  for  you  would  have 
expected  feeding  arrangements  and  transport  to  have  been  worse  now  than  it  was  before, 
but  in  fact  they  are  better.  At  any  rate  the  fact  is  that  I  have  been  able,  during  the  past 
year,  to  meet  small  numbers  of  St.  Dunstaners  in  some  of  the  big  towns  which  I  have  had 
to  visit,  and  I  have  had  a  small  number  of  reunions  which  have  been  of  the  greatest  value 
to  me  in  enabling  me  to  learn  how  the  old  St.  Dunstaners  are  getting  on  in  spite  of  war-time 
difficulties.  I  am  afraid  it  is  impossible  to  re-establish  the  old  reunions  in  a  widespread  way 
at  the  present  moment,  and  such  meetings  as  are  possible  consist  only  of  those  who  live 
in  the  centre  of  the  big  cities.  This  is  very  unfortunate  for  those  who  live  far  afield  in  the 
countryside,  and  my  wife  and  I  would  very  much  like  to  meet  them  also,  but  I'm  afraid 
we  shall  have  to  wait  until  better  times  before  that  becomes  possible,  for  catering 
arrangements  cannot  be  made  for  large  parties,  and  long  journeys  such  as  men  and  their 
wives  used  to  undertake  in  the  old  days  are  too  difficult  in  these  times. 

Christmas  and  the  New  Year 

Lady  Fraser  and  I  have  had  some  wonderful  messages  from  all  over  the  world  from 
St.  Dunstaners  and  their  families.  We  thank  them  very  much  for  their  kindly  thoughts, 
and  send  to  all  our  friends  in  our  widespread  St.  Dunstan's  family  our  very  best  wishes  for 
good  luck  in  1944. 

IAN  FRASER. 


St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
Bridge  Club  will  be  held  on  February  19th, 
at  2  p.m.,  at  Headquarters,  Park  Crescent. 
The  Chair  will  be  taken  by  the  President  of 
the  Club,  Sir  Ian  Fraser.  Any  St.  Dunstaner 
interested  in  Bridge  will  be  welcomed.  It  is 
hoped  to  be  able  to  hold  a  class  for  beginners 
or  intermediate  players  as  well  as  the  inter- 
club  league,  which  was  so  successful  last 
year. 

R.P.C. 

Royal  Antediluvian 
Order  of  Buffaloes 

Congratulations  to  Bro.  W.  Lowings, 
R.O.H.,  Past  Grand  Chamberlain,  who  has 
been  elected  Provincial  Grand  Primo  of  the 
province  of  Winchester  for  the  second  time 
in  ten  years. 

Prisoner-of-War  Promoted 

Eric  Maskell,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  T. 
Maskell,  of  Rochester,  who  is  a  prisoner-of- 
war  in  Poland,  has  been  promoted  to  Flight 
Lieutenant, 


Freedom— Then  Recapture 

Thomas  Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Nelson,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  after  being 
free  for  two  weeks  at  the  time  of  Italy's 
surrender,  has  been  recaptured  and  is  now 
a  prisoner  in  Germany. 

Reported  Missing — Now  Safe 

Geoffrey  Rowe,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowe,  of  Burslem,  who  was  reported 
missing,  has  now  written  to  them  from  a 
prison  camp  in  Java. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Batchelor,  of 
Ratley,  a  sergeant  in  the  R.A.F.,  who  was 
reported  missing  in  the  East,  has  now 
returned  safely  to  his  base,  having  apparently 
been  picked  up  by  a  boat. 

Wounded 

Our  late  St.  Dunstaner's  son,  Albert 
Baker  (Chaddesden)  has  had  his  right  leg 
amputated  as  a  result  of  wounds. 

Herbert  George  Lea,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  Lea,  of  Hulland  Ward,  Derby,  is 
wounded  and  in  hospital, 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

We  broke  up  for  Christmas  after  three 
weeks  crowded  with  activities — we  were 
going  to  say  "  engagements,"  but  that 
would  be  ambiguous — we  have  nothing 
fresh  to  report  in  that  line. 

The  Musical  Society  led  off  with  a 
Concert :  founded  a  year  ago  with  somewhat 
highbrow  aspirations,  they  condescended 
on  this  festive  occasion  to  a  variety  pro- 
gramme varying  from  Mozart  to  melo- 
drama ;  we  had  some  of  Jock  Steel's  latest 
compositions,  including  old  Scotch  airs 
in  modern  settings  ;  fresh  stars  from  men 
and  staff  were  added  to  our  constellations, 
and  there  was  never  a  dull  moment. 

That  afternoon  we  had  received  a  friendly 
visit  from  H.R.H.  Princess  Royal,  who  asked 
if  she  might  come  to  see  the  new  develop- 
ments since  her  more  formal  visit  of  two 
years  ago  :  Lady  Boyne  accompanied  her. 
The  Meccano  and  Boot  Shops  seemed  to 
attract  her  most :  in  the  latter  both  she  and 
Lady  Boyne  wished  they  could  be  among 
Mr.  Kitson's  customers  and  could  have 
their  shoes  repaired  in  two  weeks  instead 
of  six.  At  Tiger  Hall  she  chatted  with  many 
of  the  new  patients,  and  after  a  detailed 
inspection  of  Belmont  and  its  activities  she 
went  over  to  Brockhurst  and  was  much 
interested  in  the  upholstery  machines  and 
inspection.  She  stayed  to  tea  with  the  men. 
As  a  result  of  her  visit,  the  Director  received 
the  following  letter  : — 
Dear  Mr.  Bankes- Williams, 

The  Princess  Royal  desires  me  to  thank 
you  very  much  indeed  for  all  the  arrange- 
ments you  had  made  for  Her  Royal 
Highness's  visit  to  St.  Dunstan's  on  Tuesday 
last. 

"  It  is  hard  to  put  into  words  what  one 
feels  about  such  a  visit,  but  to  see  such 
triumph  over  physical  disability,  and  such 
an  undaunted  spirit  of  determination  and 
cheerfulness  is  a  very  inspiring  thing,  and 
the  Princess  felt  this  most  strongly.  She 
would  hke  you,  and  all  the  staff,  to  know 
what  admiration  she  felt  for  the  wonderful 
work  you  are  doing  there,  and  she  sends  her 
best  wishes  to  all  the  patients  and  trainees. 
She  trusts  they  will  make  good  progress  and 
be  successful  and  happy  in  the  very  varied 
jobs  for  which  they  are  training. 
Yours  sincerely, 

(Sgd)     Sybil  Kenyon-Slaney, 

hady-in-  Waiting." 


Each  of  our  two  "  houses "  gave  a 
Christmas  Concert.  On  December  14th  the 
"  Brockhurst  Follies  "  made  their  debut  in 
a  bright,  breezy  and  well-dressed  concert 
party  production.  The  entertainment  was 
varied,  with  Mrs.  Hyde,  Jack  Lee,  and  Fred 
Ripley  in  real  racy  mood ;  Bob  Birchall, 
Jack  Simmons  and  Freddie  Mills  showing 
much  talent  in  character  sketches ;  Bill 
Morris  in  song  with  accordion ;  Jimmy 
Delaney,  the  perfect  little  lady  ;  David  Bell, 
the  ballad  singer ;  "  Killy  "  with  a  song 
with  a  swing ;  and  Mr.  Fraser  in  light 
comedy.  The  cast  opened  and  closed  with 
a  good  theme  song,  and  the  chorus  also 
used  much  imagination  in  its  witty  intro- 
duction of  the  various  topical  events  in  life 
and  training.  The  show  was  well  received 
and  popular  opinion  voted  it  a  great 
success. 

The  show  was -ably  compered  by  Jimmy 
Delaney,  and  ah  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Fraser  for  his  good  work  as  producer  ;  Eric 
Fletcher,  stage  manager ;  Ray  Tittle,  the 
dresser ;  Mrs.  Crowson,  the  wardrobe 
mistress ;  and  Miss  Poulton,  of  Church 
Stretton,  the  pianist. 

The  Longmynd  Concert  was  voted  to  be 
the  best  we  have  ever  had,  and  great  credit 
is  due  to  Leslie  White,  who  has  worked 
hard  for  three  years  to  keep  his  concert 
party  going,  in  spite  of  fresh  ventures  which 
might  tend  to  cut  across  his  domains.  This 
was  an  All  Star  Variety  Programme. 
Fortunately,  Gwen  O'Bern  was  back  from 
hospital  just  in  time  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
attractions,  with  her  very  rich  soprano  voice 
and  charming  personality — she  delighted  us 
in  solos  and  duets  with  Leslie  ;  Ray  Vowles 
is  an  old  favourite  with  his  accordion ;  and 
another  fresh  discovery  is  W.  Young,  who 
had  sung  so  beautifully  at  another  show  that 
he  was  specially  asked  to  join  the  Longmynd 
singers.  The  high  spot  of  comedy  was  given 
by  "  the  three  married  men  "  (in  reality 
three  very  too  hard-boiled  bachelors), 
namely,  Leslie,  Alf  Wigglesworth,  and 
G.  Blackmore,  who  declared  that  matrimony 
had  brought  them  to  their  present  pitiable 
plight ;  they  appeared  again  later,  at  a  more 
advanced  age,  as  three  old  crocks  in  the  last 
stages  of  dilapidation. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  in  having  Lady 
Buckmastcr  on  the  staff,  with  her  uncanny 
flair  for  discovering  hidden  dramatic  talent, 
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Anyone  who  has  organised  theatricals  can 
appreciate  the  vicissitudes  of  despair 
through  which  she  passes.  Even  after  she 
has  given  endless  auditions  and  selected  her 
cast,  the  tale  of  Job's  misfortunes  pales 
before  hers — but,  like  him,  she  emerges 
triumphant.  This  year's  production,  entitled 
"  Five  Minutes,"  was  even  more  successful 
than  those  of  the  two  preceding  years.  It 
was  almost  impossible  to  realise  from  the 
alert  movements  of  the  actors,  and  their 
qu1'ck  repartee,  that  only  one  among  them 
could  see,  and  we  congratulate  not  only 
the  producers,  but  Elsie  Aldred  (the 
heroine),  Ted  Dudley  (her  "  fiance "), 
Sean  McNamara  (the  villain),  Monica  Sey 
(his  confederate),  and  Jimmy  Green  (the 
not  entirely  incorruptible  policeman). 

This  play  was  to  have  been  preceded  by 
a  sketch  with  the  cast  of  repatriated  men 
who  had  performed  it  at  Kloster  Haina.  As 
it  was  found  impossible  to  revive  it  at  such 
short  notice,  they  gave  instead,  under  the 
baton  of  Edward  Larkham,  a  short  variety 
programme,  in  which  Johnny  Ince  was 
inimitable  as  a  Lancashire  lad  ;  Ron  Ellis 
was  at  the  drums,  and  W.  Young  not  only 
delighted  us  with  his  fine  tenor  voice,  but 
showed  how  the  mouth  organ  can  be  as 
melodious  as  a  violin. 

Some  weeks  ago  Norman  Perry  suggested 
an  open,  competition  in  Braille  Interpoint 
Reading. 

As  a  result  a  competition  was  arranged, 
with  two  classes  : — 

(1)  Open  to  all  Braillists  in  training. 

(2)  Open  to  those  who  had  learnt  for  less 
than  a  year. 

There  were  about  a  dozen  entries  for  the 
preliminary  test.  This  was  followed  a  few 
days  later  by  the  finals,  for  which  three  had 
been  chosen  from  each  class  as  follows  : — 

From  Class  (1)  :  D.  Fleisig,  N.  Perry, 
B.  Bright. 

From  Class  (2)  :  T.  Norman,  E.  Aldred, 
V.  Formstone. 

On  this  occasion  the  test  was  held  in 
public,  in  the  Braille  Room,  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  "  Chosen  Six,"  who  thus  broke 
the  ice  for  future  competitions  :  all  acquitted 
themselves  right  well,  several  giving  quite 
dramatic  interpretations  of  the  lurid  passages 
which  were  chosen  from  "  Green   Hell." 

The  judges  declared  D.  Fleisig  to  be 
winner  in  the  first  class,  closely  followed  by 
N,  Perry.  Tony  Naumann  is  the  second  ;  and 


the  result  was  so  satisfactory  that  this  will 
probably  become  a  half-yearly  event. 

We  offer  our  congratulations  to  Colin 
Beaumont  Edmonds,  who  received  his  M.C. 
at  Buckingham  Palace  from  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  deputising  for  the  King ;  to 
Lord  Normanby,  who  becomes  M.B.E.  in 
recognition  of  his  work  for  our  St. 
Dunstaners  in  Germany ;  also  to  Mr. 
Pomfret  Kilner  on  his  appointment  as  head 
of  the  newly-founded  Nuffield  School  and 
Hospital  of  Plastic  Surgery  at  Oxford.  In 
spite  of  heavy  calls  on  his  time  in  the  South 
of  England,  Mr.  Kilner  comes  here  some- 
times twice  a  month  to  perform  his  miracles 
of  grafting  and  facial  and  orthopaedic 
reconstruction,  working  hours  on  end  after 
the  long  and  tiresome  journey. 

The  following  have  passed  tests  during 
December  : — 

Typing. — L.  Stent,  J.  Dalton,  P.  Spring, 

B.  Josey,  M.  Elias. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — A.  Rey- 
nolds, J.  Lee,  T.  Brougham,  C.  Beaumont 
Edmonds,  S.  Callaghan. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — E. 
Aldred,  A.  Wigglesworth,  A.  Naumann. 

Braille  Writing.— W.  Robinson,  M. 
Barstow,  A.  Reynolds,  E.  Aldred. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Spr.  I.  C. 
McMillan,  R.E.  (20),  Pt-Askaig,  Isley ; 
Spr.  C.  E.  Roberts,  R.E.  (26),  Penkhull, 
Stoke-on-Trent;  Pte.  R.  G.  Blewett,  U.S. 
Army  (20),  Euclid,  Ohio;  Pte.  E.  R. 
Jensen,  Q.O.R.W.  Kents  (24),  Willesden, 
London ; 

From  Tembani. — Dvr.  T.  Barber,  W. 
Yorks  Regt.  (40),  Warrenby,  Yorks ;  Pte. 

C.  W.  Bates,  R.A.S.C.  (36),  St.  Albans, 
Herts ;  L-Sgt.  J.  Inness,  Gordon  High- 
landers (26),  Mirfield,  Yorks;  W-Sgt. 
C.  N.  L.  Nicolson,  R.E.  (23),  Broughty 
Ferry,  Angus  ;  Gnr.  F.  W.  Oxenham,  R.A. 
(32),  Bircoates,  near  Doncaster ;  Dvr.  H. 
Patience,  R.A.S.C.  (38),  W.  Croydon; 
Spr.  H.  Petty,  R.E.  (29),  Leeds,  9;  Para- 
chutist A.  C.  Simpson,  Special  Air  Service 
Regt.  (25),  Retford,  Notts;  Dvr.  F. 
Watkinson,  R.A. .  (28),  Ford,  Plymouth. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to 
return  to  Training. — Pte.  G.  Allen,  Pte. 
B.  Bright,  Pte.  W.  Burnett,  Pte.  L.  Cook, 
Gdsmn.  S.  Doy,  Spr.  D.  Fleisig,  Rfmn.  T. 
Hart,  Pte.  J.  Legge,  Pte.  D.  Parmenter, 
Rfmn.  J.  Shepherd,  L-Cpl.  P.  Timiney, 
Pte.  F.  Wareham,  Spr.  A.  Baldwin,  Pte,  C, 
Hobbs,  Pte.  J.  McConnell. 
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Ditto,   later  to   Newington   House. — 

Cpl.    W.    Deuchars,    Pte.   J.   Doig,   Tpr. 
Rodgers,  Pte.  R.  Smith,  Cpl.  J.  Abel. 

Ditto,  hoping  to  obtain  Civilian  Em- 
ployment.— Dvr.  E.  Nash-Larkham,  L-CpL 
Capon,  Gnr.  W.  Valentine. 

Everyone  had  at  least  one  Christmas 
dinner. 

Brockhurst  led  off  on  the  17  th,  and  Sir 
Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  arrived  in  time,  in  spite 
of  a  long,  cold  journey  through  the  fog. 
Next  evening  Belmont  gave  a  party  ;  the 
fame  of  this  school  of  Domestic  Science  is 
too  well-known  for  further  comment  on  the 
refreshments.  Gwen  and  some  of  the  guests 
sang  solos,  and  it  was  Sunday  morning 
before  the  strains  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  " 
brought  the  party  to  a  close.  They  still  had 
voice  enough  to  join  heartily  in  the  Carol 
Service  at  9.45  in  the  Chapel  Hut ;  at.  this, 
the  Rev.  Nugee  was  assisted  by  T.  Milligan 
and  Head  Orderly  Hawketts  in  the  reading. 
A  similar  service  was  held  at  10.45  in 
Brockhurst  Chapel,  with  R.  Bridger  at  the 
harmonium,  and  Mr.  Bankes- Williams  assist- 
ing Mr.  Nugee  with  the  reading. 

Longmynd  dined  120  strong  on  Monday, 
on  the  traditional  turkey,  Christmas  pudding 
and  mince  pies,  with  chocolates  sent  by 
Pearson  Hall,  Toronto — the  St.  Dunstan's 
of  Canada — apples  from  Australia,  and  the 
toasts  were  drunk  in  wine  sent  by  our 
Australian  associates.  After  proposing  the 
toast  "  The  King,"  Sir  Ian  thanked  all 
present,  men  and  staff,  for  their  service 
throughout  the  year.  He  then  took  us  for 
a  rapid  survey  around  the  globe,  which  is 
now  lit  by  an  almost  continuous  chain  of 
St.  Dunstan's  torches — in  New  Zealand, 
Australia,  India — there  an  old  St.  Dunstaner 
has  founded  a  home  where  we  have  Indian 
as  well  as  British  ex- Service  men. 

Again,  it  gleams  in  Palestine,  Egypt  and 
South  Africa ;  there  is  still  a  torch  in 
Kloster  Haina,  where  about  seven  prisoners- 
of-war  await  repatriation.  The  Atlantic — we 
have  torches  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada— and  so  back  to  the  British  Isles, 
with  our  big  light  here.  With  us  to-night 
were  representatives  of  America  and  Canada, 
and  from  our  Allies,  a  Dutchman ;  during 
the  past  three  years  we  have  had  Frenchmen 
and  Poles.  Sir  Ian  spoke  of  the  continual 
expansion  of  St.  Dunstan's  up  here,  and  said 
his  task  would  have  been  well-nigh 
impossible  but  for  the  help  he  had  received 


from  the  organising  staff,  especially  Mr. 
Bankes-Williams,  Miss  Pain,  and  Mr. 
Davenport.  Quite  a  number  of  old  St. 
Dunstaners  are  on  the  staff,  giving  a  good 
lead  to  the  present  generation,  who  in  their 
turn  are  teaching  us  valuable  lessons  by  the 
way  they  tackled  the  problems  of  this  new 
phase  of  their  existence.  So  once  again  he 
would  ask  us  to  join  in  the  toast  of  St. 
Dunstan's  past  and  present — and  absent 
friends. 

Peter  Piper,  as  head  of  the  Entertainments 
Committee,  replied  in  an  excellent  little 
speech,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bankes- 
Williams,  Miss  Pain  and  Mr.   Davenport. 

The  Director  then  read  telegrams  of 
greetings  from  several  old  friends,  and 
thanked  all  for  their  loyal  co-operation  in 
1943. 

At  8.30  p.m.  we  moved  down  to  the 
Entertainments  Hut  for  dancing  until  nearly 
midnight. 

Melplash  News 

To  begin — the  Boys  and  Staff  of  Melplash 
Court  wish  the  Boys  and  Girls  and  Staff  of 
St.  Dunstan's  everywhere  a  very  happy 
New  Year  and,  we  hope,  Peace. 

Melplash  has  been  very  gay  this  Christmas- 
tide.  On  December  16th  we  were  invaded 
by  26  members  of  the  Girls'  Training  Corps. 
They  gave  us  a  very  musical  evening,  and 
very  entertaining  was  their  comb  and  drum 
band.  Very  many  thanks  to  their  leader, 
Miss  Bickford. 

On  Christmas  Eve  Miss  Pearse,  of 
Morcombe  Lake,  brought  her  party  to  sing 
carols.  She  told  us  that  each  year  they  sing 
for  St.  Dunstan's. 

Christmas  Day  was  the  day  of  the  year. 
What  a  wonderful  dinner,  just  everything 
one  could  desire,  not  one  thing  forgotten. 
It  reminded  one  of  the  old  Christmasses  at 
Portland  Place. 

We  thank  all  who  sent  us  telegrams  ;  they 
were  read  at  dinner. 

After  tea  the  whole  party  were  invited  out 
to  "  mine  hosts,"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Houndsell,  at  the  Half  Moon,  where  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

We  cannot  tell  you  all,  especially  of  the 
presents,  but  we  may  mention  our  American 
friends  were  very  good.  The  boys  of  the 
Old  Brigade  wish  them  every  success  and 
a  speedy  return  home. 

All  the  news  for  now  from  up  along  and 
down  along, 
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Honours 

Congratulations  to  John  McNicholls,  St. 
Dunstan's  telephone  operator  at  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  National  Service,  North 
Western  Region,  Manchester,  who  was 
awarded  the  British  Empire  Medal  in  the 
New  Year's  Honours  List. 

The  award  is  a  recognition  of  devotion  to 
duty  and  service  during  difficult  times, 
including  the  periods  of  raids  over  the  area. 
Our  St.  Dunstaner,  who  has  been  at  the 
North  Western  Regional  Office  for  the  past 
twelve  years,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
cheerful  men  on  the  Ministry  of  Labour's 
staff,  and  his  colleagues  there  will  join  with 
us  in  congratulating  him  upon  his  well- 
deserved  honour. 

Congratulations  also  to  Kenneth  Claud 
Revis,  Lieutenant,  Royal  Engineers,  a  new 
St.  Dunstaner  who  has  just  joined  us  at 
Church  Stretton,  who  receives  the  M.B.E. 
He  was  training  to  be  a  Civil  Engineer  when 
he  interrupted  his  career  to  join  the  Army. 
He  served  in  a  Bomb  Disposal  Company, 
Royal  Engineers. 

We  are  glad  to  record  also  that  Benjamin 
Ormond  Purse,  receives  an  O.B.E.  "  for 
devoted  service  to  the  blind."  Ben  Purse,  as 
he  has  been  widely  and  affectionately  known 
throughout  the  blind  world  for  a  lifetime, 
was,  in  his  early  years,  a  strong  protagonist 
in  favour  of  government  and  municipal 
action  to  relieve  the  handicap  of  blindness. 
He  led  a  campaign  which  had  a  profound 
influence  on  public  opinion  just  before  the 
last  war  and  culminated  in  the  passing  by 
Parliament  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920, 
which  placed  upon  government  and  local 
authorities  substantial  responsibility  for  the 
welfare  of  the  blind.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  most  important  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  has  always  been  ready  with 
advice  and  help.  He  was  the  principal 
contact  between  our  Chairman's  office  and 
the  civilian  blind  world  in  all  its  ramifica- 
tions, and  St.  Dunstan's  owes  him  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  his  services. 

Promotion 

Dick  Doyle,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
"  Micky "  Doyle,  has  been  granted  a 
commission  in  the  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers. 


Marriages 

Allen — Charlton. — On  January  8th,  G. 
Allen,  of  Sheffield  (returned  prisoner-of- 
war),  to  A.C.W.  Mollie  Charlton 
(W.A.A.F.),  at  Hull. 

Bright — Creese. — At  St.  Paul's,  Worcester, 
on  January  1st,  B.  Bright,  of  Birmingham 
(returned  prisoner-of-war),  to  Miss  Betty 
Creese. 

Naumann — Phillips. — On  January  10th, 
at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Brompton  Road, 
Anthony  Frank  Naumann  to  Mrs.  Felicity 
Phillips. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

Beatrice  (Betty)  Bull  (Spilsby),  on  Decem- 
ber 7th,  to  A.C.2  E.  C.  Step. 

Sergeant  Bob  Brogan  (Cambridge),  on 
December  26th,  to  L.A.C.W.  Eileen  Crowe. 

Herbert  Sainty  (Woodford  Bridge),  on 
Christmas  Day,  to  Miss  Rosina  Milton. 

L.A.C.  Joyce  Belcher  (Hampton),  on 
December  18th,  to  A.C.I  Norman  Barker. 

Wren  Joan  Margaret  Pugh  (Finchley),  to 
Sergeant  William  Till,  Flight  Engineer, 
R.A.F. 

L.A.C.  Wireless  Operator  Oliver  Wern- 
ham  (Bracknell)  to  Miss  Mary  Englefield. 

Davina  Yuill  (Overtown),  on  December 
31st,  to  Mr.  John  Horn. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Aubrey,  Harold,  Royal  Navy. 

Barlow,  L.A.C.  S.  (Grimston),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Belcher,  Fit.  Sergt.  Arthur  (Hampton),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Bentley,  A.C.I  E.  (Manchester),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Batten,  Gunner  D.,  Royal  Artillery. 
Bentley,  O.S.  W.  (Manchester),  Royal  Navy. 
Blackett,  A.  F.,  Royal  Navy. 
Brown,  Wren  E.  J.  (Reading),  W.R.N.S. 
Brown,  Basil  (Reading),  Intelligence  Corps. 
Canning,  James,  Royal  Navy. 
French,  L.A.C.  P.  H.  (Brighton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Gobourn,    2nd   Lieut.    P.    C.    C,    Queen's   Own 

Cameron  Highlanders. 
Hermon,  Wren  Alma,  W.R.N.S. 
McNicholls,  A.C.  Bernard,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Macpherson,  Sergt.  W*  J.  (Windsor),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Mortimer,  L.A.C.   H.   (Hull),   Royal  Air  Force. 
Pearson,  Ivy  (Prestwich),  Women's  Land  Army. 
Popple,  Radio  Officer  Arthur  Ian,  Merchant  Navy. 
Priestley,  Eric,  Merchant  Navy. 
Sainty,  Arthur,  Royal  Artillery. 
Shurrock,  Gunner  Frank,  Royal  Artillery. 
Stevenson,  Pte.  A.  F.  (Brighton),  Royal  Sussex 

Regt. 
Straughton,  N.A.2  L.  B.,  Fleet  Air  Arm. 
Walker,  L.A.C.  (Durham),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Walker,  Pte.  W.  (Durham),  Garrison  Fire  Brigade. 
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Private  Robert  Allcock,  4th  Suffolk  Regiment 

We  have  to  record,  with  deep  regret,  the  death  of  R.  Allcock,  of  Ipswich,  who  served  from  August  4th, 
1914,  until  May,  1916.  Coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  that  year  his  sight  improved  for  a  while,  but  finally  he 
was  re-admitted  to  our  benefits.  On  account  of  his  health,  however,  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  do  much 
boot  repairing,  the  occupation  for  which  he  was  trained,  and  he  spent  many  years  in  hospital,  where  he  died 
on  December  7th,  1943.  The  British  Legion  very  kindly  attended  to  all  funeral  arrangements  for  us.  A 
wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  flowers.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
his  family. 

A.B.  O.  Cole,  Royal  Naval  Reserve 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  O.  Cole,  of  West  Appledore.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1925, 
after  he  had  become  blind  as  the  result  of  an  accident  on  board  ship.  He  was  trained  in  mat-making,  at  which 
occupation  he  continued  right  up  to  October  of  this  year.  As  a  young  man  he  took  a  keen  interest  in  music 
and  played  in  a  number  of  bands.  He  had  never  had  good  health,  but  his  death  on  December  17th  was 
unexpected.  The  funeral  took  place  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Appledore,  and  members  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  acted  as  bearers.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  many  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
and  our  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  family,  several  members  of  which  are  in  H.M.  Forces,  in 
their  sad  bereavement. 

Private  William  Henry  Jones,  Labour  Corps 

With  deepest  regret  we  record  the  death  of  W.  H.  Jones,  of  Kemp  Town,  Brighton.  He  was  wounded 
in  France  in  November,  1917,  and  came  to  us  in  November,  1918.  Owing  to  his  age  he  was  unable  to  follow 
his  basket  trade  for  very  long.  He  constantly  suffered  with  malaria.  He  has  for  many  times  been  on  the 
brink  of  death,  but  has  managed  to  rally  round  and  his  actual  death  on  December  13th,  in  the  Brighton 
Municipal  Hospital,  ended  many  years  of  suffering.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  invalid 
son  and  daughter.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  many  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  many 
of  his  friends  living  in  the  Brighton  district  attended  his  funeral. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

There  is  a  Braille  quarterly  magazine, 
entitled  "  The  Rainbow,"  which  is  pub- 
lished for  the  deaf-blind.  About  a  year  ago 
a  correspondent  by  the  name  of  D.  D. 
Brown,  of  Edinburgh,  wrote  saying  no  deaf 
or  deaf-blind  people  retained  normal  speech 
who  have  been  deaf  for  any  length  of  time. 

His  comments  were,  of  course,  disputed, 
but  he  now  says  we  deaf  are  merely  told 
we  speak  correctly  so  as  not  to  hurt  our 
feelings.  One  lady  has  told  him  she  "  has 
never  heard  a  deaf  person  speak  properly." 

Our  deaf  in  St.  Dunstan's  have  been  deaf 
from  fourteen  to  sixteen  years,  and  I  am 
asking  any  of  our  hearing  men,  V.A.D.s, 
orderlies,  and  any  members  of  the  staff  who 
care  to,  to  let  us  know  their  frank  opinion 
of  our  speech.  I  am  not  referring  to  a  loud 
or  quiet  voice,  but  to  "  defective  speech," 
and  to  us  few  deaf  as  a  whole. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Geo.  Fallowfield. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brad- 
ford, Heeley,  Sheffield,  December  26th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Polley,  Southall,  December 
26th. 


Deaths 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended 
to  the  following  : — 

Cole.— To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Cole,  of 
East  Barnet,  whose  son,  Calvin  Brian, 
born  on  July  25th  last,  died  in  December. 

May. — To  H.  May,  of  Plymouth,  whose  wife 
passed  away  on  November  26th. 

Mr.  J.  Rushton  Odell 

Those  St.  Dunstan's  masseurs  who  knew 
him  in  the  early  days,  will  hear  with  regret 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Rushton  Odell,  who 
worked  with  them  at  the  old  House.  The 
news  of  his  death,  which  took  place  early 
last  year,  came  to  us  in  a  letter  from 
J.  Chisholm,  of  New  Zealand. 

Prayer 

To  us  who're  now  bereft  of  sight 
The  night  is  day  ;  the  day  but  night. 
But  night  must  fall  and  then  I'm  free 
To  wander  forth  in  search  of  thee. 
Some  day  o'er  us  Life's  setting  sun 
Will  blend  the  night  and  day  as  one. 
When  that  befalls,  I  humbly  pray 
Thou  wilt  be  there  to  show  the  way. 

C.L. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

DURING  the  month  of  January  I  took  part  in  two  Debates  in  Parliament  which  will 
be  of  particular  interest  to  ex-Service  men  as  a  whole  and  to  St.  Dunstaners  in 
particular.  They  were  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Bill  and  the 
Reinstatement  in  Civilian  Employment  Bill.  The  Disabled  Persons  Bill  has  passed 
all  its  stages  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  it  may  be  assumed  therefore  that,  subject  to 
any  minor  amendments  which  may  be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  will  shortly 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  When  this  measure  becomes  an  Act  it  will  insist  that  every 
employer  of  more  than  twenty  persons  must  employ  a  percentage  of  disabled  people.  A 
disabled  person  is  defined  as  one  who  is  unable  on  account  of  his  handicap  to  obtain  a  job 
or  retain  a  job  without  special  training  and  special  consideration.  That  is  not  an  accurate 
definition,  but  is  just  putting  the  matter  in  ordinary  plain  words. 

After  the  last  war  a  very  great  many  St.  Dunstaners  were  taught  home  handicrafts  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  St.  Dunstan's  After-Care  Department,  they  have  conducted  these 
handicrafts  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  the  early  days  of  this  war,  and  with  the  experience 
of  a  generation  behind  us,  we  at  St.  Dunstan's  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  system  of 
home  handicrafts  had  many  advantages  and  might  have  to  be  repeated  for  some  who 
particularly  wanted  such  work  or  who  were  very  specially  disabled,  but  that  for  the  ordinary 
young  blinded  soldier,  sailor  or  airman  who  was  pretty  fit  in  every  respect  save  that  of  sight, 
it  might  be  better  if  he  could  be  absorbed  into  ordinary  industry.  We  accordingly  started  an 
elaborate  research  and  enquiry  throughout  British  industry  with  a  view  to  finding  jobs  which 
blinded  men  could  do,  and  we  were,  within  limits,  very  successful.  By  now  more  than  a 
hundred  of  the  men  of  the  last  war  and  nearly  thirty  men  of  this  war  have  been  placed  in 
ordinary  jobs  in  ordinary  industry,  under  ordinary  conditions  and  at  ordinary  wages. 

We  think  there  is  great  merit  in  this,  for  it  is  a  good  thing  for  a  man  to  feel  that  he  is 
able  to  take  his  place  in  ordinary  life,  and  he  gets  some  satisfaction  out  of  being  part  of  an 
industrial  or  commercial  organisation  and  a  good  deal  of  social  life  from  the  ordinary  day 
to  day  activities  of  the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  part.  The  one  doubt  in  our  minds  about  this 
system  was  whether  after  the  war,  when  industry  and  commerce  became  so  much  more 
competitive  and  perhaps  employment  was  not  so  good,  our  men  might  not  find  themselves 
in  some  difficulty  in  keeping  their  jobs. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Bill  comes  in  to  help 
with  its  powerful  aid.  A  quota  will  be  fixed — so  much  per  cent.,  perhaps  four  or  five  per 
cent. — and  every  employer  with  over  twenty  workpeople  will  have  to  take  a  percentage 
of  disabled  persons  into  his  employment.  The  percentage  will  be  varied  from  time  to  time 
according  to  the  number  of  the"  disabled,  and  so  for  the  first  time  we  have  some  guarantee 
that  an  organised  State  plan  is  to  be  put  into  force  to  ensure  the  employment  in  industry 
of  the  disabled. 
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I  said  in  Parliament  that  I  thought  this  was  a  milestone  in  our  social  history  and  that 
disabled  persons  would  thank  Parliament  for  such  a  generous  and  beneficent  Act.  I  said 
that  it  was  probably  the  greatest  single  Act  that  had  ever  been  taken  to  give  security  and 
happiness  to  disabled  persons. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  are  complementary  to  St.  Dunstan's  work  in  getting  blinded 
soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  settled  in  industry,  and  I  rejoice  that  this  degree  of  assurance 
has  now  been  given  to  our  men  who  are  at  present  working  in  industry,  and  to  those  who 
may  be  going  into  industry  shortly,  that  all  their  efforts  of  training  and  of  adjustment  will 
be  rewarded  by  a  greater  certainty  of  employment  during  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

No  one  will  be  so  foolish  as  to  imagine  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  can  make  a  job  for 
a  man  who  is  unsuitable  for  it,  or  who  does  not  stick  to  it  and  do  his  best,  and  of  course 
there  are  some  disabilities  which  are  so  serious  as  to  render  employment  impossible.  But 
we  in  St.  Dunstan's  have  shown  that  blindness  in  itself  is  not  a  bar  to  many  useful  activities 
and  occupations,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  a  large  percentage  of  those  now  working  in  industry, 
or  about  to  enter  industry  from  our  special  training  workshops  at  Brockhurst,  will  be  able 
to  hold  down  their  jobs  even  if,  when  the  change-over  from  war  to  peace  comes,  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  dislocation  of  industry. 

The  other  Bill  of  interest  to  ex-Service  men  and  to  St.  Dunstaners  is  the  Reinstatement 
in  Civilian  Employment  Bill.  This  is  not  a  measure  to  cure  all  our  ills  or  to  provide  work 
for  all,  but  is  a  simple  Bill  to  define  and  clear  up  misunderstandings  about  the  obligation 
of  an  employer  to  take  back  a  young  man  who  was  called  up  for  war  service.  The  Bill  says 
that  any  man  who  was  called  up  under  conscription  or  who  volunteered  for  service  shall 
have  his  job  back  provided  that  the  job  exists  and  that  it  is  reasonable  and  practicable  to 
give  it  to  him.  The  Bill  does  not  make  work,  but  it  guides  and  directs  the  methods  whereby 
the  promise  to  the  young  men  who  went  out  to  serve  that  they  would  have  their  jobs  back 
shall  be  kept. 

This  will  be  of  more  interest  to  the  old  St.  Dunstaners  in  their  capacities  of  fathers 
of  young  men  and  women  now  serving  than  to  the  St.  Dunstaners  themselves  as  blinded  men. 

These  two  Acts  taken  together  represent  an  earnest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  of  Parliament  to  begin  to  plan  for  the  post-war  period,  and  to  keep  some 
of  the  promises  that  have  been  made  to  ex-Service  men  and  women.  None  of  us  who  speak 
for  ex-Service  men  and  women  are  satisfied  yet  that  all  has  been  done  that  should  be  done, 
either  in  the  matter  of  pensions  or  of  the  guarantee  of  employment,  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  it  is  a  good  sign  that  at  this  critical  period  of  the  war  Parliament  and  the  Government 
should  give  so  much  time  and  thought  to  planning  for  the  after-the-war  period. 

It  looks  as  if  we  are  determined  not  to  see  a  repetition  this  time  of  the  muddle  and  bad 
organisation  which  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  last  war. 

The  British  Legion  has  played  a  very  active,  part,  not  only  in  the  last  few  months,  but 
during  the  past  twenty  years,  in  advocating  such  reforms  as  a  compulsory  quota  for  the 
employment  of  disabled  persons,  and  in  thanking  Parliament  for  their  action  on  behalf  of 
disabled  men  and  women  we  must  not  neglect  to  thank  the  British  Legion  for  their  constant 
and  able  advocacy  of  our  cause. 

Mr.  Harry  Day 

Mr.  Harry  Day,  who  has  been  with  St.  Dunstan's  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  has  been 
forced  to  retire,  owing  to  ill-health.  His  resignation  has  been  accepted  with  great  regret, 
more  particularly  because  of  its  reason.  Mr.  Day  came  to  us  in  August,  1919,  and  has  given 
loyal  and  devoted  service,  which  included  many  years  as  Settlement  Representative  and, 
for  a  period  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  as  Welfare  Superintendent,  Southern  Area. 
He  has  been  a  very  good  friend  to  St.  Dunstaners  and  there  will  be  many  who  will  regret 
that  his  kind  and  friendly  advice  and  help  are  not  available  to  them  any  longer.  They,  and 
his  colleagues  on  the  staff,  will  join  with  me  in  sending  him  the  very  best  of  good  wishes 
for  the  future. 

IAN   FRASER. 
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"Back  to  Work" 

St.  Dunstan's  has  an  important  place  in 
the  "  Back  to  Work  "  Exhibition,  which  has 
just  opened  at  the  Royal  Academy,  London. 
The  aim  of  the  exhibition  is  to  demonstrate 
to  the  general  public  the  wide  range  of  jobs 
which  can  be  expertly  done  by  men  and 
women  who  have  lost  their  sight  or  limbs, 
and  how  they  are  contributing  to  the  war 
effort. 

Representing  St.  Dunstan's  is  J.  Dale, 
who  operates  a  multi-tool  lathe  ;  P.  Say  well, 
a  capstan  lathe ;  T.  Brougham,  a  router 
machine ;  J.  P.  Hancock,  a  plastic  press  ; 
and  L.  Cook,  a  telephone  switchboard.  All 
lost  their  sight  in  this  war  and  Dale  has  also 
lost  his  left  lower  arm.  Cook  was  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Germany  for  three  and  a  half  years 
and  has  been  at  St.  Dunstan's  only  four 
months. 

St.  Dunstaners*   Part    in    "Music 
While  You  Work" 

Many  thousands  of  workers  in  industrial 
concerns  up  and  down  the  country, 
including  our  own  men  in  aircraft  and 
munition  factories,  will  be  interested  to 
learn  that  the  control  of  quality  and  volume 
of  "  Music  While  You  Work  "  and  other 
radio  transmissions  is  regulated  by  two 
St.  Dunstaners.  They  are  Eddie  Quinn,  of 
Offaly,  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  and  Lot 
Clark,  who  was  blinded  as  a  result  of  the 
list  war.  Quinn  has  also  lost  his  left  hand, 
but  despite  this  further  handicap  is  most 
dexterous  and  resourceful. 

The  work  requires  very  accurate  manipu- 
lation of  switches  and  levers  and  sensitive 
hearing  to  secure  a  perfect  transmission. 
Our  men  work  in  shifts  throughout  the  day 
and  night  with  another  technician. 

Reception  comes  from  two  sources — one 
direct  from  the  B.B.C.  and,  two,  via  the 
general  B.B.C.  transmitters.  The  pro- 
grammes are  then  sent  out  by  telephone  line 
to  about  forty  different  stations  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  and  in  the  provinces. 
From  these  points  the  programmes  are 
again  relayed  to  private  houses  and  industrial 
firms,  where  they  operate  loud-speakers. 
There  are  between  50,000  and  60,000 
subscribers  in  the  service ;  and  it  is  the  job 
of  "  Control  "  to  regulate  the  transmissions 
and  to  tune  in  to  the  desired  programmes. 


Honours 

Congratulations  to  a  Great  War  St. 
Dunstaner — Merrill  Robinson,  of  Van- 
couver— who  was  made  a  Member  of  the 
Order  of  the  British  Empire  in  a  recent 
Honours  List.  The  honour  was  conferred 
upon  him  for  valuable  war-time  public 
services,  and  for  his  official  activities  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  British  Columbia. 
•        •        .• 

Congratulations  also  to  Lance  Sergeant 
James  Ernest  Blackwell,  Hampshire  Regt., 
now  at  St.  Dunstan's,  Church  Stretton,  who 
has  been  awarded  the  Distinguished  Conduct 
Medal  for  his  bravery  while  in  action  in 
Italy.  "  Lance  Sergeant  Blackwell,"  said  the 
citation,  "  behaved  with  great  coolness  and 
enterprise  under  fire  and  showed  complete 
disregard  for  danger."  As  a  result  of  his 
action,  he  and  two  other  men  killed  several 
of  the  enemy  and  captured  two  officers  and 
filty-five  men,  with  a  quantity  of  weapons. 

Blind  Leads  the  Blind 

A.  C.  Evans,  of  Newport,  Mon.,  was 
waiting  outside  the  Head  Post  Office  for  his 
friend,  who  had  gone  inside  to  transact  a 
bit  of  business.  Presently,  he  felt  a  touch, 
and,  taking  the  proffered  arm,  proceeded 
across  the  road,  which  is  in  one  of  the 
busiest  parts  of  this  sizeable  provincial  town. 
Arriving  on  the  other  side  the  second  man, 
to  the  surprise  of  our  St.  Dunstaner,  said 
"  Thanks.  "  Thanks  ? "  said  Evans, 
"  for  what  ?  "  The  stranger,  puzzled,  said 
"  You  brought  me  across  the  street,  didn't 
you  ?  "  "  Why,"  said  our  St.  Dunstaner, 
"can't  you  see?"  "No,"  was  the  reply. 
"  Well,  well !  Neither  can  I  !  " 

St.  Dunstaner  Enlists 

From  the  "  Cape  Times  " 

A  South  African  soldier  totally  blinded 
in  the  last  war  has  again  joined  the  South 
African  Army.  He  is  probably  the  only 
blind  soldier  on  active  service  in  the  world. 

He  is  Staff  Sergeant  James  Crawford,  a 
skilled  physio-therapist,  St.  Dunstan's 
trained,  who  has  been  blind  since  1916,  when 
he  was  seriously  injured  while  fighting  with 
the  South  African  Scottish  at  La  Bassee. 

To-day  he  is  a  member  of  the  South 
African  Medical  Corps,  and  is  on  the  staff 
of  a  military  hospital  in  the  Cape  Peninsula. 


ST.    DUNSTAlSrS  REVIEW 


Church  Stretton  Notes 

Although  last  month's  Notes  recorded 
our  "  Christmas  "  dinners,  concerts,  etc., 
only  the  "  Tigers  "  were  here  on  December 
25th.  Padre  came  up  at  7.15  for  Holy  Com- 
munion, and  again  at  10  o'clock  for  a  short, 
happy  Service  in  the  Lounge,  with  Miss 
Bartholomew  at  the  piano.  Later,  needless 
to  say,  "  special  diet "  was  the  general 
prescription. 

Birthday. — Many  happy  returns  of  the 
day  to  Belmont,  our  first  annexe,  now  one 
year  old — or  young  ?  (Note  the  final  "  e  " 
here,  stressing  the  feminine  gender.)  This 
lively  infant  is  so  fully  a  part  of  our  life  now 
— however  did  we  get  on  before  without 
those  fireside  chats,  the  popular  homely 
parties  and  delectable  home-made  teas  ?  The 
anniversary  was  suitably  celebrated  with  a 
jolly  walk  and  Chelmick  tea. 

Another  party  was  of  such  intimate 
enjoyment  and  importance  to  a  section  of 
our  family  that  even  we  others  are  glad  to 
think  of  it. 

Lord  Normanby  had  been  invited  to 
dinner  at  the  "  Lion,"  Shrewsbury,  to  meet 
all  his  old  friends  here,  former  co-prisoners 
of  war.  They  presented  him  with  a  silver 
cigarette  box  bearing  the  St.  Dunstan's 
badge  and  all  their  names.  Such  an  occasion, 
with  that  background,  could  not  be 
described.  Enough  that  the  journey  to 
Church  Stretton  is  pronounced  "  quite 
easy  "  by  this  most  welcome  friend. 

Active  preparations  for  the  Essex  House 
development  include  a  royal  pathway  down 
the  field,  replacing — well,  former  adventures 
and  uncertainties  I  Regular  users  rejoice. 

Another  party  at  Brockhurst,  organised 
by  the  trainees.  Games,  "  turns,"  fun 
(partly  impromptu) — and  nourishment  made 
a  good  evening.  (Why  don't  animals' 
throats  get  sore  making  their  noises  like 
ours  do  ?) 

Keen  regrets  had  been  felt  when  the  kind, 
hospitable  British  Aluminium  Co.  departed. 
But  Toe  H  has  now  appeared,  more  than 
fulfilling  the  high  hopes  connected  with 
their  name ;  their  monthly  fixtures  are  red- 
letter  days. 

The  Army  Units  stationed  near  are  true 
friends  to  us  in  countless  ways — Free  tickets 
for  their  dances,  dance  bands  playing  for  us 
at  the  Institute  each  Monday,  the  Pioneer 
Band  coming  from  Bridgenorth  to  Brock- 
hurst, etc.,  and  etc.  We  are  most  grateful, 


The  Musical  Circle's  monthly  fixture  was 
a  concert  of  gramophone  records,  in  the 
selection  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jock  Steel 
spare  no  pains  for  our  delight.  Bob  Bridger 
gave  helpful  introductions  to  the  items  and 
their  composers. 

Miss  Weston,  of  Shrewsbury,  tried  friend 
to  St.  Dunstaners,  has  "  thrown  "  another 
of  her  famous  dances — memorable  for  the 
announcement  that  she  will  be  coming  right 
into  our  circle.  Congratulations  to  her  and 
Johnny  Lee. 

The  Croft  Hermits  Repertory  Co.  are 
always  welcome;  their  excellent  acting  of  the 
comedy, "  Yes  and  No  "  was  much  enjoyed. 

Our  faithful  friends,  the  Ludlow  Ladies, 
again  asked  everyone  to  one  of  their 
enjoyable  evenings  :  their  dances  are  always 
popular. 

If  Ensa  Concerts,  Granada  Cinema 
tickets,  and  a  Shrewsbury  Technical  College 
invitation  to  a  Moiseiwitz  Concert  are  also 
recorded,  it  must  be  added  that  steady,  daily 
work  is  not  supposed  to  be  "  news  " ;  but 
time-tables  are  just  as  full,  trainees  just  as 
eager  and  teachers  just  as  fierce  as  ever  1 

Brockhurst. — Miss  Pain  was  with  us  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  term,  pending  Miss 
Powell  taking  over  the  duties  of  Matron. 
All  the  trainees  welcomed  Matron  Pain  and 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  working  with 
her  again.  During  this  period  Miss  Powell 
was  able  to  meet  most  of  the  men,  and  when 
she  officially  took  over  the  "  reins  of  office  " 
on  the  18th  it  was  not  a  group  of  strange 
people  whom  she  was  meeting  for  the  first 
time,  but  "  friends  "  who  already  admired 
and  respected  her. 

On  the  16th  the  staff  presented  to  the 
trainees  an  admirable  reading  of  the  play 
"  George  and  Margaret."  The  excellent 
impersonation  of  the  characters  and  realistic 
"  sound  effects "  provided  an  evening's 
enjoyment  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
repeated  with  similar  well-known  plays. 

The  first  dance  of  the  term,  held  at 
Brockhurst,  was  on  Friday,  the  28th,  and 
provided  another  enjoyable  evening  for  a 
large  crowd  of  people.  Music  was  by  the 
Band  of  the  Pioneer  Corps  and  was  well 
appreciated.  Careful  organisation  on  the 
part  of  the  "  Quartermaster "  enabled 
welcome  refreshments  to  be  available  at  the 
interval. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  in : — 


Tf ) 
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Typing. — J.  Nicol,  F.  Woodcock,  H. 
Bishop,  M.  Kingsnorth,  C.  Hobbs. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — B.  Hen- 
derson, W.  Morris. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — A.  Nau- 
man. 

Braille  Writing. — J.  Lee,  T.  Callaghan, 
H.  Pownall,  H.  Purcell. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Lieut.  K.  C. 
Revis,  m.b.e.,  R.E.,  Sleaford,  Lines. ;  Fus. 
E.  F.  Blackmore,  Royal  Fusiliers  (31), 
Keighley,  Yorks  ;  L/Bdr.  G.  W.  Mendham, 
R.A.  (24),  Wallsend-ln-Tyne  ;  L/Bdr.  W.  G. 
Richardson,  R.A.  (30),  Leatherhead,  Surrey ; 
W/O.  H.  Macrae,  R.A.F.  (22),  Repatriated 
P.O.W.,  Peckham,  London;  Pte.  A.  D. 
Williams,  Australian  Imperial  Force  (24), 
Repatriated  P.O.W.,  Lismore,  N.S.W. ; 
Pte.  F.  Welch,  Dorsetshire  Regt.  (21), 
Dudley,  Worcs. ;  Gnr.  D.  Parker,  R.A.  (30), 
Repatriated  P.O.W.,  Burnley,  Lanes. ; 
Sigmn.  R.  H.  Stevens,  R.G.S.  (21),  Farn- 
borough,  Hants. ;  L/Cpl.  R.  J.  Goding, 
Royal  Fusiliers  (27),  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Pte.  F.  T.  Swilper,  U.S.  Army  (35),  Detroit, 
U.S.A. 

Hospital  Transfers. — Gnr.  F.  W.  Oxen- 
ham  and  Spr.  C.  Roberts. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  for 
Training. — Fus.  J.  Gardner,  Cpl.  L.  Davies, 
Rfmn.  R.  Theobald,  Sgt.  C.  Nicolson, 
L/Sgt.  J.  Blackwell,  d.c.m.,  L/Sgt.  J.  Inness. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  hoping  to 
obtain  Civilian  Employment. — Gnr.  A. 
Roebuck  and  Sgt.  A.  Delmar. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  for  Repat- 
riation.— Lieut.  F.  Woodcock  and  Pte.  G. 
Buchanan  (Canada) ;  Cpl.  D.  MacQueen, 
Pte.  R.  Blewett,  and  Pte.  O.  Huttunen 
(U.S.A.). 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to 
Newington   House. — L/Cpl.   D.   Bain. 

News  in  Brief 

Congratulations  to  A.  G.  Peto,  of  Exeter, 
who  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Devon  County  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

•  •        • 

V.  Alderson,  of  Baildon,  raised  £2  10s. 
for  the  Comforts  Fund. 

*  •         • 

W.  A.  Underwood,  of  Alton,  has  had  a 
number  of  contributions  accepted  by 
"  Woman's  Pictorial ;"  the  first  has  just 
appeared.  A  photograph  of  Michael  John, 
his  son,  was  published  with  it, 


Blackpool  Notes 

Christmas  seems  so  much  in  the  past  that 
one  wonders  did  it  ever  happen  ?  It  both 
sounds  and  seems  long  ago. 

Our  Christmas  dinner  brought  a  special 
message,  not  only  to  the  troops  who  were 
with  us  for  Christmas,  1942,  and  those  who 
were  with  us  for  1943,  but  to  all  St. 
Dunstaners,  old  and  new,  wherever  they  may 
be.  After  the  wonderful  meal  was  over  we 
read  the  many  greetings  by  Christmas  cards, 
letters  and  telegrams  from  all  our  old 
friends.  Each  of  these  raised  many  cheers 
and  much  applause,  but  certainly  the  most 
impressive  message  of  all  was  meant  to  be 
anonymous.  The  name  was  not  given,  but 
many  of  us  remembered  the  visit  of  the 
R.A.F.  Sergeant,  who  sent  us  this  message. 
He  had  called  in  towards  the  end  of  our 
Christmas  dinner  in  1942,  and  after  quite 
five  attempts  to  speak  (the  din  and  excitement 
was  terrific)  he  invited  everybody  to  the  Ser- 
geants' Mess  for  a  drink  and  a  song.  We  all 
accepted  this  offer.  This  is  what  he  wrote  : 
R.A.F.  Sergeants'  Mess, 
Somewhere  in  England. 

Dear  Men  of  St.  Dunstan's — This 
time  last  year  I  was  just  one  of  the  boys  from 
nearby.  On  Christmas  Day,  just  after 
your  Christmas  dinner,  I  was  with  you  for 
a  few  minutes.  Just  a  few  minutes — but  in 
that  short  time  your  wonderful  spirit  and 
cheerfulness  left  an  impression  on  my  mind 
which  I  shall  never  forget. 

I  would  like  here  to  wish  you  all  a  very 
Happy  Christmas  and  a  better  New  Year. 
— Sincerely  yours,  "  One  of  Coastal 
Command." 

During  the  few  seconds*  complete  silence 
which  followed,  we  sent  our  prayers  and 
hopes  that  this  lad  of  the  R.A.F.  and  his 
comrades  should  have  a  safe  and  speedy 
return.  E.D. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Bell,  A.C.2  R.  (Sandymount),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Boyter,  Sergt.  P.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Coleman,    L.A.C.   P.   (Northampton),   Royal  Air 

Force. 
Fishwick,  Pte.  W.,  Parachute  Battalion. 
Guiseley,  W-M.  E.,  Royal  Navy. 
Hulme,  Sergt.  H.  (Oldham),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Hurrell,  L/Cpl.  L.,  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers. 
Hurrell,  Act.-Telegraphist  A.  V.,  Royal  Navy. 
Mitchell,  Thompson  (Edinburgh),  Boom  Defence 

Depot, 
Palmer,  John,  Merchant  Navy. 
Powell,  A.C.I  George  (Stretton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
WiLKig,  Pte„  J,  (Burton-on-Trent),  R.A.S.C. 
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St.  Dunstan's,  India 

January  13th,   1944. 

It  is  just  six  months  since  our  first  men 
arrived,  in  those  hot  July  days  just  before 
the  monsoon  broke.  In  those  two  rainy 
months  that  followed  it  can  hardly  be  said 
that  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  The  skies, 
through  which  the  sun  never  broke,  obliged 
us  with  some  hundred  inches  in  sixty  days, 
opening  the  season  with  eight  inches 
between  nightfall  and  dawn,  with  thunder 
and  lightning  effects  to  scale.  Every  kind  of 
reptile  and  insect  which  creeps,  crawls,  hops, 
bites,  buzzes  or  stings  came  to  life.  Cobras, 
kraits,  scorpions  and  some  unidentified 
brethren  scored  some  near  misses,  but  got 
sunk  themselves.  Walls,  shoes,  clothes, 
typewriter  cases  and  books  grew  every 
known  variety  of  blue,  black,  purple  and 
green  moulds  and  mildews.  Nothing  was 
dry — matches  declined  to  strike  and  cigar- 
ettes smouldered  and  smelt  like  the  burning 
of  wet  garden  weeds.  Every  roof  leaked, 
but  in  no  room  did  the  average  run  above 
one  leak  per  square  yard.  The  air  was 
sodden  with  muggy  humidity.  Clothes 
declined  to  dry.  The  "  dhobis  "  hung  their 
laundry  in  stuffy  godowns  over  charcoal 
braziers  ;  and  it  came  back  to  us  dank  and 
smelly.  Servants,  wet  and  miserable,  and 
every  second  one  down  with  fever,  moped, 
drenched,  from  building  to  building,  hoping 
for  some  shelter  from  leaky  umbrellas. 

Our  Indian  St.  Dunstaners  maintained  an 
irrepressible  cheerfulness  throughout ;  and 
mid-September  brought  still,  cloudless  days 
as  dry  as  the  others  were  wet.  Now  there  is 
a  touch  of  frost  in  the  night  air  ;  and  it  is 
good  to  gather  round  the  fire. 

Twenty  men  have  been  here  altogether, 
of  whom  seventeen  remain  to-day.  The 
first  to  go  was  Company  Hivaldar  Harka- 
bahadur  Thapa,  a  grand,  smart  little  Gurkha 
N.C.O.,  whose  head  wound  was  too  bad  for 
him  to  continue  training ;  so  we  sent  him 
and  his  pretty  little  wife  off  with  an  escort 
to  their  distant  mountain  home  in  Nepal. 
In  due  course  a  receipt,  like  a  parcel's 
receipt,  came  back  from  the  village  headman 
as  a  record  that  Haka  had  been  safely 
delivered  into  his  hands.  Just  before 
Christmas  Geoff.  Preston  left  us  at  a  few 
hours'  notice  to  join  a  hospital  ship  for 
England,  and  perhaps  Church  Stretton  will 
see  him  soon.  Though  he  was  heavily 
handicapped  by  not  having  the  use  of  either 


hand,  he  was  always  full  of  jokes,  and  ready 
for  banter  or  argument.  He  is  a  wizard  at 
cross-word  puzzles. 

Our  seventeen  are  made  up  of  two  T  amis 
from  the  far  south  ;  five  Mahrattas  from  the 
Bombay  Presidency ;  three  Rajputs ;  two 
Punjabis. ;  a  Dogra  from  the  northern 
mountains ;  three  Gurkhas  from  Nepal  ;  and 
a  Burman  Karen.  They  represent  about  six 
separate  language  groups,  but  most  of  them 
have  a  greater  or  lesser  smattering  of  Urdu 
as  a  lingua  franca.  Margo  Bundu,  one  of  the 
Tamils,  knows  only  his  mother  tongue,  but 
is  voluble  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  no  one  can 
understand  him.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
scale  is  Saw  Jacky,  reared  in  a  Baptist 
Mission,  whose  three  languages  are  his  own 
Karen,  Burman,  and  a  little  English. 

Work  stopped  for  six  days  at  Christmas — 
a  quiet  time  on  the  whole.  Two  of  the  men 
went  home,  and  after  Christmas  about  ten 
went  off  for  a  couple  of  days  to  Hardwar, 
thirty  miles  from  here,  where  the  holy 
Ganges  emerges  from  its  Himalayan  gorges, 
a  spot  most  sacred  to  Hindus.  There  they 
bathed  in  the  chilly  waters  ;  but,  though 
cholera  and  epidemic  diseases  in  general 
flourish  in  such  pilgrim  places,  they  returned 
none  the  worse.  On  Christmas  day  we  had 
a  Christmas  tree  for  the  men  and  their 
families  in  our  recreation  room.  When,  it 
comes  to  religious  festivals  in  India  we  are 
all  warmly  tolerant.  At  Id  our  Mohammedan 
men  and  servants  garland  us  and  give  us 
sweets  and  gifts  ;  at  Dussehra  the  Hindus  do 
the  honours ;  and  at  Christmas  it  is,  of 
course,  the  Christians'  turn..  It  all  went  off 
well. 

We  have  had  quite  a  number  of  cheerful 
parties  visiting  us  to  join  in  informal  social 
gatherings  round  the  fire.  Three  or  four 
Gurkha  parties  have  been  along  ;  others  have 
come  from  the  Indian  Military  Academy, 
the  Forest  School,  the  Royal  Indian  Military 
College,  the  Indian  Ladies'  Club,  and  a 
Sikh  Regiment  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Everyone  sits  cross-legged  on  the  floor, 
except  the  sahibs,  who  find  it  too  uncom- 
fortable ;  very  sweet  tea  is  served,  Indian 
sweetmeats  are  passed  round  (if  you  are 
British  you  must  be  careful  to  avoid  those 
cooked  with  too  much  rancid  butter,  a  bit 
too  cocoanutty  or  otherwise  peculiar  to  our 
taste),  and  many  cigarettes  are  smoked. 
Music  wails  in  discordant  minor  key,  we 
sing  and  joke  and  everyone  is  happy. 
Dehra  Dun.  Clutha  Mackenzie. 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Preference    for    Ex- Service    Men 
and  Women  of  all  Wars 
Bevin  Meets  Legion  Demand 

On  Thursday,  January  27th,  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Bill  passed  the 
Committee  Stage  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  British  Legion  secured  a  great 
victory.  An  amendment  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Bevin,  Minister  of  Labour,  to  secure 
a  preference  in  training  •  and  employment 
for  ex-Service  men  and  women  of  all  wars 
was  agreed  to.  The  policy  of  preference  for 
jobs  for  ex-Service  men  and  women  has 
been  consistently  advocated  since  the 
formation  of  the  Legion,  and  has  been 
intensified  in  recent  months. 

The  Debate  started  on  an  amendment  put 
down  by  Major  R.  E.  Manningham-Buller 
(C,  Daventry)  to  secure  a  preference  for 
ex-Service  men  and  women  in  training 
centres,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that 
the  Government  was  not  going  to  have  an 
easy  time.  "  If  there  is  to  be  a  queue  in  the 
future  for  admission  to  these  courses,  the 
war-disabled  should  be  at  the  right  end  of 
the  queue  and  not  at  the  wrong  end,"  said 
Major  Manningham-Buller.  Sir  Ian  Fraser, 
National  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Legion,  had 
organised  a  body  of  opinion  in  the  House 
which  was  determined  to  secure  this 
preference,  and  he  had  written  to  all  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  Branch 
of  the  Legion  asking  for  their  support. 
Forty  or  fifty  Members  swiftly  responded 
and  put  their  names  on  the  relevant  amend- 
ments, which  stood  in  the  names  of  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  and  Major  Geoffrey  Hutchinson 
(C,  Ilford). 

During  the  Debate,  Conservative  and 
Liberal  speakers  supported  the  preference 
for  ex-Service  men ;  Labour  speakers 
opposed.  Sir  Ian  Fraser  recalled  Mr.  Bevin's 
promise  in  another  debate  that  the  ex- 
Service  man  and  the  war-disabled  would  get 
first  choice.  Mr.  Bevin  interrupted  to  agree 
warmly,  and  to  say  that  he  hoped  that 
would  be  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  at  all  times.  Then,  said  Sir  Ian,  the 
Bill  must  be  altered  to  guarantee  the 
priority.  Lady  Apsley,  Chairman  of  the 
Women's  Section  of  the  Legion,  exclaimed 
that  from  the  days  of  Agincourt,  Blenheim, 
Waterloo,  and  Passchendaele,  right  until 
to-day,  people  had  short  memories  of  the 
war-disabled  when  the  war  was  over. 


Mr.  Bevin  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  tried  to 
placate  the  House,  but  the  pressure  was 
kept  up  and  a  Division  was  threatened. 
Finally,  Mr.  Bevin  gave  way  and  agreed 
to  put  the  preference  in  the  Bill. 

Other  amendments  which  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
had  put  down  sought  to  have  the  Register 
marked  so  that  ex-Service  men  could  be 
picked  out  for  preferential  employment,  and 
also  to  guarantee  that  factories  for  the 
disabled,  like  the  Poppy  Factory,  might  be 
reserved  for  ex-Service  men  and  women. 
Mr.  Bevin  accepted  these  suggestions. 

Killed   on  Active  Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
F/O.  Charles  Watt,  youngest  son  of  our  late 
St.  Dunstaner,  W.  Watt,  of  Montrose,  has 
lost  his  life  while  on  active  service.  Our  deep 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  mother. 

Wounded 

Tony  Jordan,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  M. 
Jordan,  of  Rhymney,  has  been  wounded  in 
the  left-  arm. 

Prisoner-of-War 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Payne,  of  New  Orwell, 
near  Royston,  have  heard  from  their  son 
that  he  is  a  prisoner-of-war  in  Japanese 
hands.  This  is  the  first  news  they  have  had 
of  him  since  the  fall  of  Singapore. 

Decoration 

A.B.  Michael  Cooney,  Royal  Navy,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Cooney,  of  Worthing, 
has  been  awarded  the  Conspicuous  Gallantry 
Medal  for  bravery  at  sea. 

Promotions 

Arthur  Summers  (Eastleigh)  to  the  rank 
of  Flight-Lieutenant. 

James  Moore  (Folkestone)  to  Petty 
Officer. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J.  Smith, 
of  Leicester,  to  L.A.C.W.  in  the  W.A.A.F. 

Arthur  Brown  (Nuneaton)  to  the  rank 
of  Sergeant. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages — 

Barbara  Tomkinson  (Brighton)  to  Flight 
Sergt.  Observer  R.  Jungwhistle,  Royal 
Australian  Air  Force,  on  September  18th. 

Ann  Francis  Driscoll  (Cork)  to  Michael  J. 
McCarthy,  a  member  of  the  staff  at  Raglan 
Street,  on  St.  Stephen's  Day. 

Eileen  Butler,  A.T.S.  (Waterford),  on 
November  23rd,  to  Pte.  James  Greenslade. 
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"Un    ftcmorg 


A.B.  Arthur  Ernest  Trigg,  Royal  Navy 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  A.  E.  Trigg,  of  Patcham. 

He  had  been  with  the  Royal  Navy  since  1900  and  in  1917  he  injured  his  head  by  a  fall;  a  few  months 
afterwards  his  sight  began  to  fail  and  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  January,  1920.  He  took  up  poultry-keeping 
and  mat-making  as  his  occupations,  but  gave  up  the  former  occupation  in  1928. 

His  health  began  to  weaken  in  1941,  when  he  had  two  strokes  following  each  other.  He  was  admitted  to 
hospital  on  August  14th  last  year,  but  they  were  unable  to  do  anything  for  him  and  he  returned  home  in 
September.     . 

He  died  on  December  20th,  after  being  knocked  down  by  a  bus.  He  and  his  wife  were  on  their  way  to 
visit  friends ;  he  started  on  his  own  and  his  wife  followed  shortly  afterwards,  but  when  she  caught  him  up 
the  accident  had  already  happened. 

He  was  buried  in  the  Brighton  Borough  Cemetery  and  the  service  was  attended  by  many  of  his  comrades 
from  St.  Dunstan's.  The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack  and  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  was  among 
the  many  flowers  received. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs,  Trigg  in  her  sad  loss. 

Private  Harry  John  Fleming,  29th  Middlesex — Labour  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  J.  Fleming,  of  Dagenham. 

He  was  a  very  sick  man  when  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1925,  but  he  was  trained  in  basket-making,  braille 
and  typing. 

In  1929  he  was  one  of  the  men  chosen  to  represent  St.  Dunstan's  at  the  Ideal  Home  Exhibition,  and  during 
that  time  he  demonstrated  his  work  to  the  present  King  and  Queen — then  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York. 

His  wife  died  in  June,  1940,  and  this  was  a  great  shock  to  him. 

His  daughter  then  looked  after  him.  He  recently  obtained  a  light  job  in  a  factory,  but  after  a  few  months 
collapsed  at  work.  He  would  not  give  in,  however,  and  after  a  few  weeks'  rest  returned  to  work,  but  shortly 
afterwards  was  admitted  to  Oldchurch  Hospital,  Romford,  where  he  died  on  December  25th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Becontree  Cemetery,  and  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  J.  G.  Moeller,  of 
Dagenham.    A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  son  and  daughter  in  their  sad  bereavement. 

2nd  Private  Samuel  Pullon  Royal  Flying  Corps 

We  have  to  record,  with  deep  regret,  the  death  of  S.  Pullon,  of  Hull,  who  served  with  the  Royal  Flying 
Corps  from  December,  1914,  until  June,  1918,  when  he  was  blinded  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  He  was 
trained  in  mat-making  and,  later,  wool-rug  work,  but  for  many  years,  on  account  of  bad  health,  he  was  not 
able  to  do  much  in  this  regard. 

He  passed  away  in  hospital  on  November  15th,  after  being  admitted  from  his  home  a  few  days  before. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers.  Our  sincere  sympathy 
is  extended  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Chamberlain,  who  has  cared  for  him  for  so  long. 


Birth 

Vincent. — To  the  wife  of  Ronald  Vincent, 
of  Cricklewood,  a  daughter. 

Marriage 

Culshaw — Dickie. — On  January  29th,  at 
the  Congregational  Church,  Lewes  Road, 
Brighton,  J.  Culshaw,  of  Moulsecoomb, 
to  Miss  Rose  May  Dickie. 

Reid — Lawson. — On  February  19th,  at  St. 
George's  Church,  Catford,  F.  ("  Jock  ") 
Reid  to  Miss  Olive  Irene  Lawson. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
Marshall,  Market  Drayton,  November  27th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  '  G.  Payne,  New  Orwell', 
December  25th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Usher, 
Sunderland,  December  26th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
K.  C.  Gatrell,  Putney,  February  20th. 


Deaths 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  the 
following : — 

Costello.— To  M.  Costello,  of  Tidcombe, 
whose  wife  passed  away  on  February 
11th  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 
Housdon. — To  J.  L.  Housdon,  of  Whit- 
church, Salop,  whose  mother,  with  whom 
he  lived,  has  recently  died. 
Welland. — To  A.  Welland,  of  Stoughton, 
Guildford,  who  has  just  lost  his  father, 
at  the  age  of  85.  His  mother  died  last 
February  at  the  age  of  82. 

•  •  • 
G.  Fallowfield's  letter  in  last  month's 
Review  was  quoted  as  saying,  "  Our  deaf 
in  St.  Dunstan's  have  been  deaf  from 
fourteen  to  sixteen  years."  This  should,  of 
course,  be  "  from  fourteen  to  twenty- six 
years."  Fallowfield  himself  has  been  deaf 
for  twenty-six  years,  longer,  it  is  believed, 
than  any  other  ex-Service  man. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

New   Zealand 

THERE    is    news    this    month    of   three    events    which    make    their    contribution    to 
St.  Dunstan's  story. 
A  radio  commentator  told  the  other  day  how  a  "  little  St.  Dunstan's  "  had  been 
opened  in  Auckland,  New  Zealand. 

Donald  McPhee,  himself  a  St.  Dunstaner,  who  is  head  of  the  New  Zealand  Blinded 
Soldiers'  Association,  and  I,  are  in  frequent  correspondence  and  have  been  discussing  with 
each  other  and  the  New  Zealand  Government  for  some  time  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
the  war-blinded  of  that  Dominion.  As  with  all  the  other  Dominions,  the  plan  is  that, 
should  a  New  Zealander  be  blinded  in  the  European  theatre  of  war,  he  would  come  to 
St.  Dunstan's  for  a  period  of  preliminary  training  before  being  returned  to  his  own  country. 
Those  blinded  in  the  Middle  Eastern  and  Eastern  theatres  usually  go  back  home  direct, 
where  McPhee's  organisation,  with  the  help  of  the  Commercial  Travellers'  and 
Warehousemen's  Blind  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Fund  and  the  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the 
Blind  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  training.  I  expect  the  ■*  little  St.  Dunstan's  " 
that  is  reported  is  a  special  house  or  section  near  to  or  associated  with  the  New  Zealand 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  set  aside  particularly  for  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen. 

So  far  as  I  know  there  are  ten  present  war  St.  Dunstaners  in  New  Zealand,  of  whom 
two  were  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany  and  Italy  and  who  were  repatriated  last  year. 


Canada 

During  March,  a  house  was  opened  in  Toronto,  Canada,  especially  for  the  training 
of  the  new  war-blinded,  a  id  here  again  the  pattern  is  the  same.  Colonel  Edwin  Baker, 
himself  a  St.  Dunstaner,  is  the  administrative  head  of  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  it  is  under  rus  leadership  and  the  valuable  help  on  the  training  side  from  other 
St.  Dunstaners,  such  as  A.  G.  Viets  and  W.  C.  Dies,  that  this  enterprise  has  been  launched. 
The  same  plan  of  mutual  Assistance  between  the  Dominion  and  the  Mother  Country  has 
been  carried  out,  but  in  foe  case  of  Canada,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
Canadian  troops  have  been  based  upon  Britain,  the  substantial  number  of  twelve  have 
been  through  or  are  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  England.  I  hear  that  there  are  a  further  four  in 
Canada. 

We  exchange  full  information  and  it  is  certain  that  there  will  be  a  great  similarity 
between  the  St,  Dunstan's  organisation  in  the  three  countries:' 


2  ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 

Church  Stretton 

The  third  event  is  the  big  change-over  at  Church  Stretton  itself.  Growing  numbers 
and  the  prospect  of  increased  casualties  as  the  year  advances  made  it  necessary  for  us  to 
double  our  accommodation.  We  took  over  two  more  hotels  and  a  number  of  other 
buildings,  together  with  a  large  number  of  Army  huts.  We  centralised  practically  the 
whole  of  the  administration  and  teaching  in  one  group  of  buildings.  This  difficult 
reorganisation,  which  meant  a  tremendous  upheaval,  was  carried  out  over  a  week-end 
and,  apart  from  some  inevitable  creaks  and  groans,  all  are  settling  down.  I  hope  the  new 
arrangements  will  prove  to  be  more  efficient  as  well  as  permitting  of  necessary  expansion. 

I  offer  my  congratulations  and  thanks  to  St.  Dunstaners  and  St.  Dunstan's  staff  at 
home  and  overseas  for  their  contribution  to  the  task  of  caring  for  all  the  men  and  women 
of  the  Empire  who  are  blinded  on  war  service. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Congratulations 

To  A.  B.  Hill,  of  Bristol,  who  has  been 
successful  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts 
Shorthand  Test  (120  words  per  minute) 
without  any  preparation  beforehand. 

To  E.  Garthwaite,  of  Rotherham,  who, 
with  his  workmate,  has  beaten  the  factory 
record  by  packing  2,250  dozen  one-ounce 
vial  bottles  in  twenty-two  hours. 

To  W.  Harding,  of  Finsbury  Park,  who 
has  made  513  wool  scarves  on  his  bag  frame 
for  the  Fighting  Services  Comforts  Funds, 
and  all  these  in  his  spare  time.  During  the 
day  he  is  a  telephone  operator  in  the  City. 
He  is  doubly  handicapped,  for  he  has 
also  lost  a  leg  and  three  fingers. 

To  G.  Fallowfield,  of  Southwick,  who 
has  raised  over  £42  for  various  war  charities 
since  war  broke  out  by  the  sale  or  raffle  of 
baskets. 

Disused  Shoes  Wanted 

Old  shoes  which  are  no  longer  any  use 
to  their  owners  are  urgently  needed  by  our 
boot-repairers  at  Church  Stretton  to  prac- 
tise upon. 

If  anyone  has  a  pair  of  old  shoes  which 
will  not  be  needed  again  and  will  send  them 
to  Mr.  Kitson,  Boot  Repair  Depot,  St. 
Dunstan's,  Essex  House,  Church  Stretton, 
Shropshire,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  refund 
postage  if  the  name  and  address  of  the 
sender  is  enclosed  in  the  parcel. 

Many  Happy  Returns 

To  F.  W.  Thompson,  of  Tavistock,  who 
celebrated  his  eightieth  birthday  on  February 
22nd. 


Brothers  Meet  After  Twelve  Years 

Two  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Robinson,  of  Grimsby,  who,  because  of 
their  service  in  the  Forces, have  notseeneach 
other  for  twelve  years,  have  just  met. 

Eric,  the  eldest,  joined  the  Army  in  1933, 
and  has  seen  service  in  India,  Persia,  Iraq, 
Syria,  Transjordan,  and  North  Africa.  He 
returned  to  England  last  year. 

Bill,  who  is  a  year  younger  (28),  joined  the 
Navy  in  September,  1938,  and  was  on 
H.M.S.  Jems  Bay  until  she  was  torpedoed. 
Then  he  was  drafted  to  Canada  for  convoy 
duty.  He  returned  to  this  country  on 
January  2nd,  and  his  brother  was  granted 
special  leave  to  meet  him.  Bill  was  at  the 
Battle  of  Matapan  and  in  Crete. 

Woman  St.  Dunstaner  Honoured 

The  Guide  Badge  of  Fortitude,  the 
highest  decoration  awarded  in  the  Girl 
Guide  Movement  for  great  courage  in 
suffering,  has  been  awarded  to  Annie 
Ibbetson,  of  Leeds,  late  of  the  W.A.A.F. 
and  now  a  St.  Dunstaner.  Annie  cannot  be 
moved  to  our  Hospital  and  Training  Centre, 
but  she  takes  the  keenest  interest  in  every- 
thing connected  with  St.  Dunstan's. 

Before  she  joined  the  W.A.A.F.  she  was 
a  Guide  Captain  and  District  Secretary,  and 
the  presentation  of  her  award  was  made  by 
the  County  Commissioner  and  the  Assistant 
County  Commissioner. 

Id  her  room  is  a  pot  of  cyclamen — a  gift 
from  the  Princess  Royal,  President  of  the 
Girl  Guides'  Association. 

In  her  long  illness,  Annie's  courage  and 
cheerfulness  have  won  the  admiration  of 
everyone,  and  St.  Dunstan's  men  and  women 
will  join  with  us  in  sending  her  our  thoughts 
and  good  wishes. 
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Mr.  Harry  Day 

The  following  letter  from  C.  Griffin,  of 
Enfield,  has  been  received  by  the  Chairman, 
who  has  passed  it  on  to  the  Review.  It  will 
be  recalled  that  in  his  Notes  last  month 
Sir  Ian  paid  tribute  to  Mr.  Day's  work  and 
the  regret  which  would  be  felt  by  many 
St.  Dunstaners  at  his  retirement.  The 
Review  is  very  glad  to  print  Griffin's  letter 
If  there  are  any  other  St.  Dunstaners  who 
would  like  to  follow  the .  suggestion  con- 
tained in  it,  they  should  send  their  subscrip- 
tions to  Mr.  Askew,  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Offices,  9-11  Park  Crescent,  London,  W.l, 
who  would  be  glad  to  acknowledge  them. 

~         c  March  6th,  1944. 

Dear  Sir  Ian, 

On  seeing  your  paragraph  in  the  Review 
concerning  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Harry 
Day  from  the  staff  of  St.  Dunstan's,  I  would 
like  to  make  a  suggestion. 

There  are  many  St.  Dunstaners  through- 
out the  country  who,  like  myself,  have 
experienced  his  help  and  guidance  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  I  feel  sure  they 
would  all  like  to  join  with  me  in  showing 
their  appreciation  of  his  services  by  a 
presentation  to  him. 

Knowing  our  old  friend  as  I  do,  this 
thought  from  St.  Dunstaners'  would  a  be 
real  joy  to  him. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Griffin. 

News  from  New  Zealand 

In  his  annual  letter  to  Mr.  Kessell  at  the 
Fresh  Air  Fund,  J.  Chisholm,  of  North 
Auckland,  writes  : — 

"  We  are  still  rather  better  off  than  you 
folks  are  at  home,  but  that  may  not  long 
continue.  We  still  beat  you  for  sugar,  but 
you  have  a  sweet  ration  which  we  have 
not.  Only  the  very  fortunate  townies  get 
any  sweets,  and  every  seller  of  rags — you 
can  hardly  call  them  clothes — advertises 
*  No  mail  orders.'  The  unofficial  egg 
ration  in  Auckland  is  two  eggs  per  week 
per  household.  An  even  more  serious 
matter  is  that  the  water  ration  is  eight 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  We  here  have 
only  Paddy's  Lantern  as  our  illuminant  for 
road  purposes.  All  good  wishes  to  any  old 
St.  Dunstaners  you  may  meet." 
•        •        • 

W.  T.  Woods;  of  Christchurch,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Chairman,  says  that  he  has  two  boys 
serving  overseas. 


Canine   Notes 

In  my  last  article  in  the  Review  I  stressed 
the  point  that  breeders  should  only  breed 
for  continuity  ready  for  post-war  stock,  and 
for  preference  keep  only  bitch  puppies. 

Now  the  time  has  come  for  remembrance 
of  those  warnings,  as  there  has  just  started 
a  boom  in  dogs. 

Prices  have  soared  and  if  any  St. 
Dunstaner  is  thinking  of  starting  in  dogs 
he  will  get  the  shock  of  his  life. 

Pre-war  it  was  possible  to  get  a  really 
high-class  puppy  for  anything  up  to  5  and 
6  gns.  It  is  not  possible  now.  Third-rate 
pups  are  now  that  price.  To  give  cold  facts 
I  quote  prices  for  puppies  of  different 
breeds  in  the  current  issue  of  "  Our  Dogs." 
Here  they  are  : — 

"Alsatians. — Litter  born  February  19th, 
1944.  Prices  from  £10  10s. 

Black  and  Tan  Terriers. — Pedigree 
Bitches.  15  gns.  to  50  gns.  Ages  5  months. 

Bull  Dogs.— Brindle  Bitch  pup,  £50.  No 
offers. 

Wire  Fox  Terriers. — Six  months  Bitch, 
£20. 

Greyhounds. — Dog  and  Bitch.  Dog  : 
£45.  Bitch,  £30. 

Pekinese. — Lovely  snow  white  Bitch. 
6  months,  16  gns.  Another  one,  25  gns. 

Scotties. — Black  Dog,  6J  months,  20 
gns.  No  approval.  Another  young  dog, 
35  gns. 

Cockers.— Brood  Bitch,  £30.  Other 
puppies,  15  and  20  gns,  30  gns.,  20  gns., 
and  16  gns." 

From  the  list  I  have  just  given  the  prices 
will  come  as  a  shock  to  non-doggy  people. 

H.  Marsden. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Allen,  Alton,  Staffs,  March  3rd ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Riddell,  Bonjedward,  Jedburgh, 
March  14th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Paterson, 
Thirsk,  March  15th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Wordsworth,  Gainsborough,  April  5th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Spencer,  Potton,  March 
29th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Hodgman, 
Croydon,  April  21st. 

Transferred  to  Germany 

Harry  Boswell,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Boswell,  of  Gainsborough,  who  was  a 
prisoner-of-war  in  Italy,  has  now  been 
transferred  to  Germany. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

It  was  a  breathless  week-end  "transferring 
all  braille,  typing,  rug-making,  Meccano, 
boot-repairing,  "  chippy,"  massage,  and 
other  classes  from  Longmynd  and  Brock- 
hurst  to  Essex  House  and  its  sixteen  huts, 
lately  vacated  by  the  Army  !  But  the  fact  that 
work  proceeded  normally  till  Friday  evening 
and  was  resumed  in  the  new  quarters  on 
Monday  afternoon  is  proof  of  all  the 
thoughtful  adaptation,  organisation  and  hard 
work  that  had  gone  before.  Naturally,  not 
every  chair  and  ashtray  was  in  place  at  once, 
and  some  paint  aroma  lingered,  but  we  were 
delighted  to  find  even  convenient  coat  pegs 
and  mats  for  "  cold  feet."  The  Music  Hut, 
very  popular  with  those  inside  it,  is  rather 
apart  (mercifully!)  and  music  is  taking  a 
larger  part  in  our  curriculum  and  life,  under 
Mr.  Bampton's  able  direction.  Shorthand 
and  telephony  follow  down  presently. 
Upholstery  and  the  machines  remain  where 
installed  in  the  Brockhurst  Hut. 

The  miniature  village  is  laid  out  like  New 
York,  with  well-made  parallel  North  and 
South  ways,  crossed  at  right  angles  by  East 
and  West  "  avenues,"  all  having  guide 
wires  ;  its  geography  was  mastered  before- 
hand from  helpful  little  models.  The  big 
Assembly  Hall  and  Cafeteria  daily  grow 
more  roof  and  wall.  Though  the  local 
climate  reserved  a  specially  bitter  North 
wind  for  the  week-end,  mercifully  the  snow 
didn't  come  till  later! 

Mr.  J.  J.  Lawson,  Labour  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Chester-le- Street,  gave  us  a 
talk  on  "  Parliament  "  one  evening  ;  if  all 
future  difficulties  are  tackled  with  such 
genial  good  humour  they  should  certainly 
seem  less  grim! 

A  "  knock-out  "  domino  competition — 
fives  and  threes — at  present  in  progress  in 
Brockhurst  is  proving  popular. 

A  jolly  "  game-song-and-dance  "  social 
evening  was  organised  at  Longmynd  for 
St.  Dunstaners,  and  was  happily  compered 
by  "  Peter  "  ;  it  was  mostly  impromptu  and 
much  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Musical  Circle  celebrated  its  first 
birthday  with  a  recital  by  Leslie  Pye  (piano), 
from  Rowton,  and  Miss  Westley,  violin  ;  it 
starts  a  new  year  with  revised  rules. 

A  special  treat  was  provided  by  Jaques 
Brown  (of  the  Birmingham  B.B.C.)  and  his 
concert  party  of  about  thirty,  including  the 
"  Arden  Singers,"  and  a  choir  of  girls,  who 
delighted  everyone. 


The  Ensa  play,  "  Without  the  Prince," 
was  another  outstanding  event — "  couldn't 
be  better  ,"  one  heard  on  all  sides. 

As  for  dancing,  no  wonder  the  Wednesday 
lessons  are  popular — to  prepare  for  such  fun 
as  the  Toe  H  and  Mr.  Binnersley's  dances, 
both  at  Morris's,  Shrewsbury  ;  The  Sentinel 
Waggon  Works  invitation,  which  included 
the  trainees'  friends  ;  Mrs.  Egerton  Hines' 
"  hop  "  at  Dorrington  ;  and  the  R.A.F. 
dance,  which  was  just  Al. 

Finally,  St.  Dunstan's  competitors  .  dis- 
tinguished themselves  at  the  Shrewsbury 
Red  Cross  Exhibition  : 

1st  prize,  Book-ends — Jimmy  Green. 

2nd  prize,  Bed  Tea-trays. — P.  Clark 
("  Nobby.") 

3rd  prize  (tied).  Table  Lamp.— W.  Glover 
and  j.  Green. 

Well  done! 

We  congratulate  the  following,  who  have 
passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — R.  Kitt,  K.  Revis,  Capt. 
Halloway,  R.  Taylor. 

Braille  Writing.  —  C.  Beaumont- 
Edmonds,  W.  Morris. 

Reading  (Interline), — H.  Greenhalgh, 
S.  Tutton,  D.  Frith,  E.  Dunlop,  J.  Innes. 

Reading  (Interpoint). — A.  Reynolds, 
W.  Robinson,  B.  Purcell. 

Admitted  to  Hospital.— Rfmn.  W.  J. 
Cronk,  London  Irish  Rifles  (23),  New 
Cross,  S.E.14  ;  Pte.  E.  T.  Pratt,  S.  Staffs 
Regt.  (18),  Sheffield;  F-O.  E.  Barton, 
R.A.F.,  Rosside,  Ulverston ;  Pte.  H.  T. 
Bice,  Middlesex  Regt.  (25),  S.  Tottenham, 
London  ;  Pte.  G.  V.  Deveau,  Cape  Breton 
Hlrs,  Ryl,  Canadian  Army  (23),  Nova 
Scotia  ;  Cpl.  J.  J.  Doucet,  Royal  Canadian 
Regt.  (23),  Montreal;  Cpl.  J.  F.  Caswell, 
Queen's  Royal  Regt.  (28),  Bucklebury 
Common,  Reading  ;  Corpl.  J.  Huntley, 
Pioneer  Corps  (23).  London,  W.12  ;  Fus. 
A.  Waters,  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers  (20), 
Wolverhampton. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  returning 
for  Training.  —  Sgt.  A.  Reagen,  Pte.  A. 
Simpson,  Dvr.  F.  Watkinson,  Pte.  E. 
Griffiths,  Pte.  T.  Barber,  Dvr.  H.  Patience. 

Hospital  Transfers. — Gnr.  S.  Jackson 
Sgmn.  R.  Stevens,  Tpr.  P.  Bagwell, 
L.A.C.  J.  Redstone,  L.  Bdr.  G.  Mendham, 
L.  Bdr.  W.  Richardson. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  seeking 
civilian  employment. — Pte.  C.  Bates, 
Capt.  J.  Teuton,  Fus.  Blackmore,  Gnr.  D. 
Parker,  Rfmn.  W.  Cronk. 
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Comforts  Fund 

Wanted. — Present  addresses  for  sons  in 
the  Comforts  Fund.  There  are  a  number  of 
names  due  for  parcels  which  cannot  be  sent 
until  an  up-to-date  address  is  received. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Christine,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  J. 
McLoughlin,  of  Dublin,  has  won  first  place 
in  the  Musical  Festival  recently  held  in 
Dublin. 

•        •        • 

Winifred  Hughes,  14  years  old  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Hughes,  of  Cwmg- 
wrach,  Wales,  who  is  having  her  voice 
trained,  on  February  12th  broadcast  with 
the  Edmundsen  Octette  in  the  Children's 
Hour. 

Marriages  : 

On  February  16th,  James  Meader  (East 
Barnet)  to  Miss  Emme  Wallace. 

On  February  19th,  Hilda  Mary  Jennings 
(Bradford),  of  the  A.T.S.,  to  Bombardier 
George  Dehahaye,  Royal  Artillery. 

At  Norwich,  Bernard  Arthur  Hamilton 
(Thetford)  to  Constance  Ellen  Durrant. 

William  George  Moore  (Folkestone)  on 
December  25th,  to  Miss  Betty  BuHimore. 

Betty,  elder  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Carlton  ("  Carlo  "  and  "  Hill  Sixty  "), 
on  September  9th,  to  Signalman  M.  Clegg. 

Olive  Mary  Baker  (Cambridge)  on  De- 
cember 23rd,  to  Mr.  David  Leslie  Bain- 
bridge. 

Gunner  F.  G.  Hicks  (New  Southgate)  on 
March  11th,  to  Miss  Olive  Hannah  Gee 
(A.T.S.) 

Both  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Kidger  (Bridgnorth)  are  now  married, 
Mary,  the  eldest,  to  Cpl.  P.  Davies,  "  The 
Buffs,"  and  Una  to  Serot.  A.  H.  Davis, 
R.A.F. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Bright,  A.C.I  A.  F.  (East  Barnet),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Brockie,  Pte.  E.  H.,  P.T.W. 
Brown,  Driver  R.  E.  (Wellington),  D.B.R.E. 
Coleman,   L.A.C.   P.    (Northampton),    Royal   Air 

Force. 
Cooper,  L.A.G.  B.  (Hull),  Royal  Navy. 
Dimond,  A.B.  S.,  Royal  Navy. 
Dimond,  A.B.  R.  J.,  Royal  Navy. 
Keegan,  Pte.  T.  (Cork),  S.T.C. 
Mac kay,  A-Mech.  George,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Mears,  Pte.  D.  (Nottingham),  P.T.W. 
Pike,  Sylvia  (Brighton),  A.T.S. 
Rendell,  A.B.  H.  R.,  Royal  Navy. 
Wilkie,  Pte.  E.  (Burton-on-Trent),  P.T.C. 


National  Laying  Trials 

Report  on  fifth  period  of  28  days, 
January    31st    to    February    27th,    1944 

Test 

Position             Name 

Score  Value 

1  Jackson,  G.  C. 

2  Jarvis,  Albert 

554 
524 

3  Holmes,  Percy 

4  Smith,  W.Alan 

485 
473 

5     Mcintosh,  Charles     .. 

470 

6  Gregory,  T.    ... 

7  Watson  Brown,  M.    .. 

465 
444 

8     Hill,  R.  E 

436 

9     Campbell,  John 
10     McLaren,  D 

400 
263 

11     Chaffin,  Albert 

254 

12     Carpenter,  E.  H.        ...           234 
Average  per  bird,  72.04. 

Promotions 

Randolph  Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  Nelson,  of  Durham,  to  the  rank  of  2nd 
Lieutenant. 

Jesse  Potts,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Potts, 
of  Norton-on-Tees,  to  the  rank  of  Lance 
Bombardier. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Attrell,  of 
Polegate,  to  Sergeant.  He  is  in  R.E.M.E. 

The  son  of  A.  Grogan  to  the  rank  of 
Lance  Bombardier. 

Caradoc 

Who'd  be  with  me  on  Caradoc 
To  see  the  sun  go  down, 
And  stand  upon  the  ancient  rock 
Where  Britons  ivon  fenown ; 
Whose  spirits  rise  with  sunset's  ray 
To  face  again  the  joe, 
Inspiring  us  who  live  to-day 
A  nobler  front  to  show. 

They  crouch  behind  the  hasty  bank 
Uplifting  sword  and  spear, 
While  Roman  legions  rank  on  rank 
Storm  upwards  with  a  cheer ; 
Blue  eyes  defiant  flash  reply — 
The  crumbling  barriers  break, 
With  Caradoc  they  fight  and  die 
Yet  live  for  freedom's  sake. 

But  let's  forget  old  history 
In  sunset's  rosy  gleams, 
God's  grand  display  of  pageantry 
Pervading  all  our  dreams — 
For  close  of  day  leads  to  a  dawn 
Beyond  the  troubled  night, 
Where  peace  and  brotherhood  are  born 
In  pure,  eternal  light. 

R.J.V. 
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The  Heart  of  the  Union 

Africa  has  always  been  known  as  the 
mystery  continent,  but  I  have  discovered 
one  of  the  things  that  draw  men  back  to  it 
wherever  they  may  roam.  I  found  it  in 
the  Union  of  South  Africa. 

I  first  arrived  in  South  Africa  as  a  soldier 
bound  for  the  battlefields  of  the  Middle 
East.  We  were  overwhelmed  with  hospi- 
tality showered  on  us  by  the  inhabitants. 
Car  rides,  parties  and  genuine  pleasure  at 
being  in  our  company  was  the  keynote 
everywhere,  and  for  five  days  we  bad  a 
wonderful  time. 

There  were  always  those  who  scoffed  and 
said  it  was  only  their  war  effort.  I  just 
wondered  and  dreamt  of  returning  there. 
I  did  return,  months  after,  but  not  as  I 
expected  to,  for  I  was  then  as  I  am  now, 
a  blinded  soldier,  blinded  on  the  battlefield 
of  El  Alamein.  My  world  was  a  world  of 
darkness,  my  future  an  apparent  black 
cloud,  but  Africa  has  changed  all  this 
for  me. 

In  finding  myself  again  I  found  the  finest 
friends  a  man  could  have,  in  the  heart  of 
the  Union,  Pietermaritzburg. 

This  famous  little  town  was  founded  by 
the  Boers  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  and 
I  have  felt  the  marks  on  the  cobbles  the 
wagons  made  as  the  four- trackers,  as  they 
were  called,  swept  over  the  hill  overlooking 
the  valley  wherein  Pietermaritzburg  itself 
is  built.  This  hill  is  in  itself  a  monument 
to  man's  endurance  and  everlasting  courage, 
for  it  is  so  steep  that  these  tough  Dutch 
settlers  had  to  take  the  wheels  off  their 
wagons  and  hitch  their  oxen  at  the  rear  to 
prevent  the  wagons  and  all  they  possessed 
from  sliding  down  into  the  valley  hundreds 
of  feet  below.  These  marks  in  the  cobbles 
that  T  felt  were  made  by  the  axles  of  the 
wagons,  and  are  of  sacred  as  well  as 
historical  value  to  the  true  Boers. 

Two  days  after  my  arrival  at  the  military 
hospital  I  was  visited  by  a  lady  whose  name 
is  known  to  most  blind  soldiers  in  South 
Africa — Mrs.  Collins.  She  was  of  English 
stock,  her  grandfather  being  a  clergyman  in 
that  same  town.  At  the  age  of  ninety  he 
went  blind,  and  for  seven  years  he  was  led 
to  his  pulpit  to  deliver  his  sermons.  When 
he  went  blind  he  told  many  of  his  friends 
that  he  believed  blindness  had  come  to  him 
so  that  he  could  devote  more  of  his  time 
and  be  ever  closer  to  the  church.     I  went 


to  Mrs.  Collins'  home,  built  on  the  topmost 
peak  of  the  hills  overlooking  Pietermaritz- 
burg. Immediately  I  felt  at  home  and 
forgot  for  the  first  time  that  I  was  blind. 
The  house  was  explained  to  me  and  I 
wandered  around  on  my  own  if  I  wanted  to. 
It  was  heaven.  My  education  had  begun 
and  my  confidence  began  slowly  to  return 
to  me. 

I  visited  Mrs.  Collins' friends  and  relations, 
all  grand  people  who  seemed  imbued  with 
a  little  of  that  same  understanding  that  she 
possessed.  She  said  once  that  it  was  wrong 
to  say  I  was  blind.     I  just  could  not  see. 

Seven  weeks  went  by,  and  in  that  time 
I  had  surrounded  myself  with  friends. 
The  time  had  now  come  for  me  to  leave. 
My  good-byes  were  sad  but  not  final,  for 
one  day  I  shall  go  back  to  show  them  that 
their  efforts  were  not  in  vain. 

E.  R.  Ettridge. 

Listen  to  These 

"  Homes  for  All  " — eight  wireless 
"  meetings  "  of  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the 
all-important  subject — houses.  Home  Ser- 
vice, March  21st  to  April  3rd,  9.25  p.m. 

Traffic  Report  "Howlers" 

The  officer  who  collected  the  following 
vouches  for  them  as  genuine.  They  were 
made  by  R.A.S.C.  drivers  in  an  A.A.  Corps 
in  reporting  traffic  accidents  : — 

The  accident  was  due  to  the  other 
fellow  narrowly  missing  me. 

A  lamp-post  bumped  my  car,  bending 
it  in  two  places. 

She  suddenly  saw  me,  and  lost  her 
head. 

I  told  the  other  i^diot  what  he  was,  and 
went  on. 

I  knocked  over  a  man ;  he  admitted 
it  was  his  fault,  as  he  had  been  knocked 
over  before. 

I  misjudged  a  lady  crossing  the  road. 

I  was  scraping  my  near  side  on  the 
bank  when  the  accident  happened. 

To  avoid  a  collision  I  ran  into  the 
other  lorry. 

Accident  was  due  to  road  bending. 

— "  The  Journal  of  the  Royal  Army  Service 
Corps." 
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The  Bridge  Club  continues  its 
activities 

The  6th  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club  took  place  at 
Headquarters  on  Saturday,  February  19th, 
and  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
President,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  H.  Gover,  Captain 
of  the  Club,  took  the  chair. 

There  was  an  excellent,  representative 
gathering.  The  Captain's  report  clearly 
showed  that  an  extremely  good  year  had 
been  concluded,  both  in  the  social  and 
playing  spheres.  Nine  matches  had  been 
played,  four  being  won  and  the  remainder 
lost.  The  League  had  proved  very  popular. 

Our  Treasurer,  C.  F.  Thompson,  gave  an 
excellent  financial  report.  Having  bought 
some  very  fine  duplicate  boards,  and  also 
contributed  to  the  Comforts'  Fund  and 
sent  cigarettes  to  blind  prisoners-of-war, 
there  was  still  a  goodly  balance  on  the  right 
side,  but  then  I  cannot  imagine  a  balance 
sheet  presented  by  C.F.T.  being  anything 
else  but  on  the  right  side  ! 

The  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
accorded  to  the  Captain  and  Treasurer,  and 
also  to  N.Downs,the  latter  doing  grand  work 
behind  the  scenes.  These  three  gentlemen 
were  unanimously  re-elected  as  the  Com- 
mittee, H.  Gover  and  C.  F.  Thompson  being 
also  re-elected  to  their  honorary  positions. 

An  interesting  discussion  was  then 
opened  up  as  to  the  practicability  of  electing 
a  Selection  Committee,  and  after  many 
suggestions  it  was  decided  to  appoint 
Messrs.  F.  Winter  and  J.  Waller  to  the 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
teams  for  future  matches.  The  members 
further  agreed  to  continue  with  the  League, 
also  inter-Club  duplicate  matches  and 
matches  with  outside  Clubs. 

I  have  almost  forgotten  to  mention  our 
second  Harrogate  visit,  which  our  Captain 
mentioned  in  his  report.  It  was  a  grand 
week,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  visit  will 
take  place  again  this  summer,  but  no, 
definite  date  has  been  reached  so  far. 

Further  minor  points  were  dealt  with  by 
the  members.  It  was  a  most  successful 
meeting  and  an  enjoyable  season  is  antici- 
pated. During  the  meeting,  Mr.  P.  R. 
Lale,  whom  we  were  all  glad  to  welcome, 
presented  the  winners  of  the  League  with 
their  prizes.  A.  Wiltshire  received  a  lighter 
and  a  pipe,  and  R.  Coles  money  to  purchase 
gramophone  records.  The  winners  received 
best  congratulations. 


All  Club  members  were  thoroughly 
appreciative  of  the  splendid  work  rendered 
to  the  Club  and  its  members  by  a  loyal  band 
of  friends.  An  excellent  tea  was  afterwards 
enjoyed,  thanks  to  Mrs.  George,  Miss  Davis 
and  Miss  Morrah.  There  is  still  room  for 
many  other  members,  and  I  am  sure  we 
should  be  most  happy  to  welcome  any  of 
our  colleagues  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  the 
game  come  along  and  join. 

Every  Saturday  afternoon,  from  2  o'clock 
onwards,  a  game  of  Bridge  is  available  at 
Park  Crescent. 

I  am  sure  all  members  of  the  Club  would 
like  me  to  wish  good  luck  to  J.  Hughes, 
who  is  now  in  hospital.  "  Best  wishes, 
J.H.,  and  may  you  fully  recover  your  good 
health."  R.P.C. 

Birth 

Quinn. — To  the  wife  of  E.  Quinn,  of 
Plumstead,  a  daughter. 

Deaths 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is   extended  this 
month  to  the  following  : — 
Charman. — To  A.  Charman,  late  of  Plove, 

whose  wife  passed  away  on  March  8th. 
Davies. — To  J.  Davies,  of  Clacton,  upon 

the  death  of  his  mother. 
•        •        • 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roughley,  of  Weaverham,  whose  son-in-law 
has  been  killed  in  the  Central  Mediterranean. 

Marriages 

Ash — Clement. — On  March  4th,  at  Burn- 
ham-on-Sea  Parish  Church,  Maxwell  Ash, 
of  Burnham-on-Sea,  and  Miss  Joan 
Margaret  Clement,  of  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa.  Max  was  blinded  in  Egypt  in 
1941  and  went  first  to  St.  Dunstan's  at 
Tembani,  Cape  Town,  where  Miss 
Clement  was  a  nurse.  He  returned  to 
this  country  and  was  later  followed  bv 
Miss  Clement.  The  ship  on  which  she  was 
travelling,  however,  was  bombed  and 
sunk,  but  the  crew  and  passengers  were 
picked  up. 

Huttunen — Curtis. — On  March  8th,  Otto 
Huttunen,  United  States  Army  Air  Force, 
to  Miss  Ruby  Curtis.  They  met  at  St. 
Dunstan's,  where  Miss  Curtis  was  a  nurse. 

O'Callaghan — Comerford. — On  Febru- 
ary 8th,  at  Ballinlough  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  P.  O'Callaghan,  of  Cork,  to  May 
Comerford. 
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"Hit  Hfcmorg 


Private  John  Robert  Green,  1st  King's  Own  Royal  Lancashire  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  J.  R.  Green,  of  Whaplode. 

He  served  from  December,  1914,  until  October,  1916,  when  he  was  wounded  on  the  Somme,  and  as  a  result 
of  his  wounds  he  was  totally  blinded.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  and  was  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer  and 
mat-maker,  and  for  a  number  of  years  continued  only  with  the  latter  occupation,  His  health  began  to  fail  some 
time  ago,  but  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  home  on  January  10th,  was  unexpected. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral,  where 
St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  Mr.  Sherratt. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Green. 

Private  Albert  Henry  Collins,  12th  Durham  Eight  Infantry 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  H.  Collins,  of  Potto. 

Although  he  served  from  1916  to  1919,  he  did  not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  1933,  when  he  was 
trained  as  a  poultry  farmer.  He  made  a  success  of  his  little  farm  and,  with  other  activities,  led  a  very  busy  life. 

His  death  was  very  sudden  ;  he  died  after  a  few  days'  illness  in  hospital. 

Mr.  Edwards,  Poultry  Visitor,  and  St.  Dunstaners  A.  Smith  and  W.  Ruddock  represented  St.  Dunstan's 
at  the  funeral ;  among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  family. 

Private  Samuel  Bakewell,  10th  West  Yorkshire  Regiment 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  S.  Bakewell,  of  Hanley. 

Enlisting  in  1916,  he  served  for  two  years:  being  discharged  in  May,  1918,  as  a  result  of  wounds  received 
in  France,  which  resulted  in  almost  complete  blindness.  At  St.  Dunstan's  he  was  trained  as  a  boot  repairer, 
but  of  late  years  had  interested  himself  in  a  number  of  ventures,  finally  returning  to  work  in  a  factory. 

Two  attacks  of  pneumonia  within  a  very  short  time  greatly  weakened  htm,  and  he  died  at  his  home  on 
January  21st.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  amongst  the  flowers  at  the 
funeral.  _  , 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Private  Francis  Victor  Bond,  3rd  Somerset  Eight  Infantry 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  F.  V.  Bond,  of  Larkhall,  Bath. 

Wounded  in  August,  1916,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  two  months  later  and  was  trained  in  boot  repairing, 
mat-making  and  typewriting.  From  1926  to  1943  he  was  employed  in  the  Bath  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  both 
as  a  boot  repairing  and  mat  instructor. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath,  in  September  of  last  year,  suffering  from  head  pains, 
but  was  discharged  a  month  later  and  his  wife  nursed  him  at  home  until  January  of  this  year,  when  he  was 
again  admitted  to  hospital,  where  he  died  on  February  5th. 

He  was  buried  in  the  Locksbrook  Cemetery,  and  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  St.  Dunstaners  Cheal, 
Tucker,  and  Sterno — the  latter  also  representing  the  British  Legion.  Many  beautiful  wreaths  were  received, 
including  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  many  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Private  Lionel  Cecil  Rupert  Jenkins,  36th  Training  Reserve  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  L.  C.  R.  Jenkins,  of  Bristol, 

It  was  after  a  period  of  strenuous  training  in  1917  that  his  sight  began  to  fail  in  his  right  eye.  He  came  to 
St.  Dunstan's  and  was  trained  in  shorthand,  typewriting  and  braille,  and  later  took  up  a  post  as  shorthand- 
typist  with  Messrs.  Fry  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  Bristol,  with  whom  he  worked  for  thirteen  years. 

He  was  afterwards  re-trained  in  telephony,  and  obtained  a  post  as  Telephonist  at  the  Bristol  Police  Court, 
where  he  was  working  right  up  to  the  date  of  his  sudden  death  on  February  19th,  after  only  a  few  hours' 
illness,  death  being  due  to  broncho-pneumonia. 

He  was  a  most  popular  member  of  the  staff,  and  his  father,  for  he  was  a  bachelor,  has  received  many 
sympathetic  letters  from  his  colleagues. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Greenbank  Cemetery,  among  those  attending  being  Mr.  J.  A.  Orme, 
Magistrates'  Clerk,  and  other  members  of  the  same  office,  and  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  St.  Dunstaners 
A.  B.  Hill  and  F.  R.  Aubrey  and  their  wives. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  many  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is 
extended  to  his  father,  brothers  and  sisters. 

Captain  Angus  Buchanan,  V.C.,  M.C.,  Order  of  St.  Vladimir,  South  Wales  Borderers 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  Angus  Buchanan,  of  Coleford,  at  the  age  of  49.  He  was  the  only 
holder  of  the  Victoria  Cross  who  was  blinded  in  the  last  war. 

After  being  wounded  at  Suvla  Bay  in  1915,  he  returned  and  won  the  Military  Cross  at  Helles  a  few  months 
later.  He  then  went  to  Mesopotamia  and  four  months  later  won  the  Victoria  Cross.  He  was  wounded 
for  the  second  time  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  and,  as  a  result,  lost  his  sight. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1917  and  studied  law,  later  entering  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Taylor  &  Buchanan, 
Solicitors,  Coleford.     During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  he  has  carried  on  the  business  alone. 

He  was  a  fine  sportsman  (he  rowed  for  his  College,  at  Oxford)  and  to  commemorate  his  bravery  the  people 
of  Coleford  provided  a  recreation  ground  and  a  playground  for  children,  which  bore  his  name. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Raids  Again 

THE  revival  of  air  raids  has  embarrassed  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners,  and  a  few  of  our 
members'  homes  have  suffered  more  or  less  serious  damage.  H.  Palmer,  of  Thornton 
Heath,  in  particular  suffered  grievous  loss.  He  and  his  wife,  with  their  son  (who 
was  home  on  leave  from  the  R.A.F.),  their  daughter  and  son-in-law  and  grandchild,  were 
in  their  home  when  a  bomb  fell,  killing  their  son,  and  completely  destroying  the  house. 
Our  St.  Dunstaner  and  his  wife  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  were  taken  to  hospital 
suffering  from  shock,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  son-in-law, 
all  have  now  been  able  to  leave  hospital  and  are  staying  with  a  relative  until  further 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  them.  H.  Crane,  who  lives  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  has 
also  had  his  house  damaged,  but  he  was  unhurt. 

F.  E.  O'Kelly,  a  well-known  telephone  operator,  has  also  had  his  house  completely 
bombed  out.  When  the  whistles  blew,  his  wife  had  come  downstairs  with  a  little  boy  who 
was  staying  with  them,  and  had  put  him  under  the  stairs  while  he  and  his  daughter  were 
fetching  buckets  in  case  of  fire  bombs.  He  then  heard  a  high  explosive  bomb  coming  down, 
and  they  managed  to  get  into  the  hall  and  shut  the  door.  The  bomb  fell  a  few  yards  away 
and  blew  in  doors,  windows,  ceilings  and  some  of  the  walls.  O'Ke.^y  attributes  their 
escape  to  the  fact  that  they  had  netted  the  glass  of  the  front  door,  wmch,  although  it  was 
blown  to  pieces,  did  not  damage  any  of  them.  O'Kelly  was  soon  at  work  on  his  switchboard 
again.  So  far,  in  this  new  series  of  raids,  none  of  our  St.  Dunstan's  family  ha^  u^n  personally 
hurt  and,  of  course,  all  are  carrying  on  as  best  they  can. 

The  other  night  my  own  house  in  London  was  burnt  to  the  ground.  We  were  just  coming 
out  of  the  shelter  when  we  heard  and  saw  it  blazing,  and  our  best  efforts  were  quite  useless. 
We  could  not  get  into  the  doors  because  of  the  smoke,  but  I  climbed  through  a  window 
at  the  end  furthest  from  the  fire  and  telephoned  for  help.  The  Fire  Service  and  a  host  of 
willing  neighbours  eventually  got  the  fire  under  control  and  saved  neighbouring  buildings, 
but  the  whole  of  my  house  is  a  heap  of  ashes.  The  blinded  officers,  Captain  Michael 
Barstow,  Charles  Cooper,  and  Bill  Robinson,  who  were  sta^  ing  with  me,  helped  Lady 
Fraser  to  pull  a  few  things  out,  but  we  didn't  save  much,  an-i  my  friends,  whose  rooms 
were  difficult  of  access,  lost  everything  except  what  they  stood  up  in. 

IAN  FRASER. 

St.  Dunstan's  Clock  Safe.— The  Church  of  St.  Dunstan's-m-the-  West,  Fleet  Street,  was 
damaged  in  a  recent  nre  raid,  but  St.  Dunstaners  will  be  glad  l'~  know  that  its  famous  Clock 
was  untouched. 
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St.  Dunstan's  Derby  Sweepstake, 
1944 

Applications  are  invited  for  tickets  in  our 
annual  Derby  Sweepstake,  which,  as  usual, 
is  open  only  to  St.  Dunstaners.  Tickets  will 
be  2s.  6d.  each,  and  the  allocation  of  the 
prize-money  will  be  as  follows  : — 

10%  of  the  total  sum  subscribed  to  the  Comforts 

Fund  for  the  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners. 
The  remainder  will,  with  the   exception  of  the 
actual  cost  of  printing  and  postage  involved, 
be  distributed  as  follows  : — 
50%   to   the  holder  of  the  ticket  drawing  the 

winning  horse. 
20%   to  the  holder  of  the  ticket    drawing  the 

second  horse. 
10%   to  the  holder   of  the  ticket   drawing   the 

third  horse. 
20%  to  be  divided  equally  among  those  who  hold 
tickets  drawing  a  horse  which  actually  starts  in 
the  race. 
In  the  case  of  the  three  big  prizes,  the 
prize-money  will  be  paid  in  War  Savings 
Certificates,  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
£5,  which  will  be  in  cash.  The  smaller  prizes 
will  also  be  paid  in  cash. 

Applications  for  tickets  can  be  made  at 
once,  and  will  be  received  up  to  the  first 
post  on  Friday,  June  9th.  Every  application 
must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the 
sender,  and  must  be  sent  to  the  Editor  of 
The  Review,  St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters, 
9-11  Park  Crescent,  London,  W.l  (Irish 
St.  Dunstaners,  see  below). 

Postal  orders  must  be  made  payable  to 
St.  Dunstan's  and  crossed. 

The  draw  will  take  place  at  Headquarters 
on  Wednesday,  June  14th. 

To  St.  Dunstaners  in  Ireland 

To  avoid  the  possibility  of  applications 
going  astray,  St.  Dunstaners  in  Ireland  are 
advised  to  send  their  requests  to  Mr. 
Macauley,  and  not  to  Headquarters. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who  are 
celebrating   silver   wedding   anniversaries  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Wakelin,  Hunting- 
don, March  12th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Allen, 
Torrisholme,  Morecambe,  March  22nd ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Sharpe,  Lower  Bentham, 
near  Lancaster,  April  10th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Dunks,  Broome,  Suffolk,  April  10th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Williams,  Birmingham, 
April  24th. 

Tandem  Tricycle  Wanted 

The  Editor  would  be  very  glad  to  hear  of 
anyone  having  a  tandem  tricycle  for  disposal. 


Mentioned  in  Despatches 

Our  warmest  congratulations  to  a  new 
war  St.  Dunstaner,  H.  Briggs,  of  Leeds,  who 
has  been  mentioned  in  despatches  "  for 
gallant  and  distinguished  service  in  the 
Middle  East." 

Having  completed  his  training  at  Church 
Stretton,  he  is  now  at  home  settling  his 
business  affairs. 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor, 
Dear  Sir, 

I  think  this  will  be  of  interest  to  many 
St.  Dunstaners  remembering  happy  days  at 
Brighton. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  the  Southdown  Transport 
Services,  and  the  old  Busmen's  Committee 
are  still  in  being,  and  they  have  the  St. 
Dunstan's  "  boys "  constantly  in  mind. 
I  have  been  asked  to  say  that  they  are  longing 
for  the  day  when  they  can  continue  with  the 
annual  outings,  when  they  hope  they  will 
meet  the  old  "  boys "  and  the  new  St. 
Dunstaners.  They  hope,  too,  that  good  beer, 
good  food,  and  smokes  will  be  as  plentiful 
as  ever.  The  Busmen's  Committee  send 
them  all  the  best  of  good  wishes. 

Yours  sincerely, 
South  wick,  Sussex.  T.  J.  Eaton. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Allen,  of  Wallasey,  are 
justly  proud  of  their  daughter,  Bella,  who 
is  in  charge  of  a  furnace  at  a  steel  works 
which  produces  ships'  propellers,  and  is  the 
first  woman  to  hold  this  post. 

Marriage 

Captain  C.  L.  Curtis-Willson  to  Junior 
Commander  Joan  Cranfield,  A.T.S.,  on 
March  25th.  The  bride  is  daughter  of  the 
Editor  of  the  London  Star. 

On  December  18th,  1943,  Kathleen 
Dimond,  East  Grinstead,  to  Sapper  Edwin 
Alva  Gale,  Royal  Canadian  Engineers. 

Honour 

The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W. 
Salter,  of  Battersea,  who  is  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force,  has  been  awarded  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Medal.  The  citation  says  :  "  Flight 
Sergeant  Salter  has  taken  part  in  a  large 
number  of  sorties.  .  .  .  Throughout  his  long 
tour  he  has  displayed  noteworthy  devotion 
to  duty,  and  his  technical  skill  has,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  contributed  materially  to 
the  safe  return  of  the  aircraft." 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

An  outstanding  event  this  month  was  the 
visit  of  Major  Sir  Neville  Pearson,  son  of 
our  Founder,  who  has  just  returned  from 
a  mission  to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
the  United  States.  The  Lounge  was 
crowded  for  his  talk  about  his  flying  tour 
half  round  the  world — through  time  as  well 
as  space,  when  crossing  the  180th  meridian 
meant  hopping  from  one  day  to  the  next ! 

Lord  Normanby  was  warmly  welcomed 
when  he  inspected  the  new  training  quarters, 
during  a  brief  release  from  hospital. 

It  was  a  happy  day  when  Major  Stallard, 
R.A.M.C.,  arrived  at  Tiger  Hall  to  look  up 
his  former  patients  from  the  Middle  East, 
and  talk  over  old  times — an  attention  much 
appreciated. 

Our  good  friend,  Dr.  Sobernheim 
(formerly  a  judge  in  Berlin,  whence  he 
escaped  with  personal  belongings  only  in 
August,  1939),  gave  us  a  fluent  talk  on  "  Life 
in  Nazi  Germany,"  from  his  own  ex- 
perience ;  afterwards  he  stood  a  bombard- 
ment of  questions,  preserving  a  friendly 
atmosphere  with  tact  and  —  beautiful 
English  ! 

The  Red  Cross  Concert  at  the  Home 
Institute,  entirely  by  St.  Dunstan's  artistes, 
was  a  big  success  in  every  way,  and  netted 
£28  for  the  cause ;  where  each  performer 
was  at  his  best  in  song,  sketch  and  chorus, 
we  can  only  echo  the  large  audience's 
"  Bravo,  all !  " 

From  Brockhurst,  more  originality  !  (1) 
A  fancy  dress  dance,  and  a  first-class  one, 
too ;  such  camouflages  (one  was  never 
identified  !)  that  Mr.  Hampson  had  diffi- 
culty in  judging  the  prize-winners.  These 
were  Matron  Powell  as  a  Scarecrow,  and 
Rex  Robinson  (a  ghost  draped  with  empty 
bottles)  as  "  Departed  Spirits."  And  (2)  A 
party,  given  by  the  Staff  comfortably  in  the 
Lounge.  Who  is  the  poet  responsible  for  the 
topical  verses  ?  And  on  what  wave-length 
did  those  amazing  broadcasts  come  through 
the  loud-speaker  from  different  departments 
and  offices  ?  And  how  aptly  the  adjectives 
supplied  by  the  audience  fitted  the  gaps  in 
the  "report"! 

The  "  Alpine  Salopians  "  have  opened 
their  spring  season ;  after  the  holiday  it  is 
hoped  that  more  stalwarts  will  join  these 
jolly  parties — and  teas  ! 

The  tandems  are  also  in  full  use,  always 
popular  and  health-giving  after  the  day's 
work, 


Dance  invitations  have  been  enjoyed  from 
the  Pioneers  on  alternate  Wednesday 
evenings  ;  from  Mrs.  Heath,  of  Pontesbury  ; 
Mr.  Pollard,  of  Dorrington,  Meole  Brace  ; 
the  A.T.S.,  under  Sergeant  Fisher ;  the 
Sentinel  Wagon  Works  Canteen  at  Shrews- 
bury ;  the  Ludlow  Ladies  ;  and  from  Toe  H 
at  Shrewsbury.  The  British  Legion  asked 
us  out  to  tea ;  and  the  "  Buffaloes  "  organ- 
ised another  outing. 

The  Musical  Circle  discovered  real  talent, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  among  the  Pioneers 
(who  appeared  by  permission  of  Col. 
Francis).  A  first  performance  of  the  trio, 
"  Sleepy  Song  " — violin,  'cello  and  piano, 
composer,  Jock  Steel— was  warmly  received. 

Add  three  Ensa  Concerts  and  a  Variety 
Show,  "  Stars  in  Battledress,"  and — well, 
we  are  not  dull ! 

Five  of  our  trainees  demonstrated  at  the 
London  Exhibition  of  disabled  men  at  work, 
before  passing  on  to  their  regular  jobs. 
In  telephony,  Ted  Dudley  to  London  and 
"  Peter  "  Piper  to  Shrewsbury  ;  in  industrial 
work,  E.  Grainger  and  Johnny  Dale  to 
Birmingham,  T.  Brougham  to  Liverpool 
Jimmy  Jolly  to  Sheffield,  Percy  Saywell  to 
Leamington  Spa.  Shirley  Blackmore  joined 
the  prosperous  boot- repairing  centre  at 
Chessington,  Surrey,  earlier  in  the  term. 
We  wish  each  one  God-speed  in  his  new  life. 


We  congratulate  the  following,  who  have 
passed  tests  : — 

Typing.— R.  Theobald,  T.  North,  H. 
Black,  R.  Robinson,  L.  Davies,  M. 
McConnell,  E.  Barton,  E.  A.  K.  Trehearne. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline).— R.  Ett- 
ridge,  L.  Cadman,  B.  Purcell. 

Braille  Writing. — R.  Evans,  H.  Green- 
halgh. 

We  apologise  to  H.  Briggs,  whose 
successes  in  typing  and  in  interline  braille 
reading  last  year  we  failed  to  record ;  we 
offer  him  our  belated  congratulations. 

The  Comforts  Fund 

Congratulations  to  C.P.O.  Hollins,  Royal 
Navy,  son  of  our  St.  Dunstaner,  who  has 
sent  us  a  cheque  for  £17  12s.  lOd.  for  the 
Comforts  Fund.  This  is  the  result  of  the 
raffle  for  a  basket,  and  church  collection 
made  on  board  his  ship. 

May  we  appeal  again  for  all  changes  of 
addresses,  so  that  we  may  keep  our 
Comforts  Book  up  to  date.  Many  of  our 
letters  are  returned  because  we  have  not 
been  notified  of  recent  moves, 
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The  Indian  St.  Dunstan's  has   a 
Concert 

This  little  musical  affair  is  not  a  formal 
show,  a  party  coming  in  from  a  neighbour- 
ing regiment,  from  the  Indian  Ladies'  Club, 
or  anything  like  that — no,  just  a  family 
affair,  the  sole  audience  being  the  Colonel 
Sahib  and  his  sister  Memsahib,  the  Adjutant 
Sahib  and  his  Memsahib,  who  sit  loftily  on 
chairs.  The  twenty  blinded  soldiers  and  the 
blind  music  Masterji,  sit  cross-legged  on  the 
mattinged  floor  of  the  recreation  room.  A 
bright  fire  burns  in  the  open  hearth,  for  the 
winter  nights  are  chill. 

The  Masterji  announces  the  opening 
chorus,  which  has  been  practised  assiduously 
for  several  days.  It  opens  with  the  western 
tonic  sol-fa  scale,  up  and  down,  and  then 
goes  eastwards,  into  a  minor,  dirge-like 
chant.  Masterji  on  the  "  harmony " — a 
piano-accordion  type  of  instrument — Devi- 
gavas  with  tabla,  and  Fakira  with  dhollak, 
accompany  and  sing  as  well.  These  last  two 
instruments  are  Oriental  drums,  skins  tied 
with  thongs  over  cylinders  of  wood,  played 
with  the  bare  hand  and  fingers  to  produce 
a  great  variety  of  timbre,  metre  and  synco- 
pation. Much  of  the  Indian  music  is  very 
pleasant  when  one  gets  used  to  it — plaintive, 
and  sometimes  like  the  music  of  the  High- 
lands, sometimes  recalling  cat  fights  amid 
London  chimney-pots. 

We  applaud — an  excellent  effort,  and  we 
all  warm  up.  Memraj  Ram  gives  us  a  solo, 
accompanying  himself.  He  has  lost  his  right 
hand,  but  uses  the  forearm  to  work  the 
bellows,  and  plays  the  keys  with  the  three 
good  fingers  of  his  left  hand.  Naik  Bichindas, 
on  the  tabla,  does  a  little  tom-tomming  in 
the  background.  Memraj  hasn't  a  good  ear, 
and  Masterji  occasionally  joins  in  the  solo 
to  bring  him  back  on  the  track.  It  is  a  good 
effort.  We  call  "  Shahbashi !  shahbashi !  " 
Yankat,  a  Mahratta,  follows  with  a  song 
from  his  distant  Western  Ghats,  singing  and 
playing  with  a  quality  and  feeling  of  no 
small  appeal.  Krischinagar,  due  to  his 
wounds,  is,  like  Memaraj,  also  a  three- 
fingered,  left-handed  artist ;  and  he  gives  us 
a  haunting  Mahratti  melody,  addressed  to 
Rama. 

There  is  a  change  in  tempo.  Indira 
Bahadur,  from  the  mountain  sides  below 
Everest's  snows,  takes  his  turn.  He  is  only  a 
boy,  with  tiny,  girl-like  hands.  He  ties  on 
anklets  of  silver  bells.  The  "  harmony  "  and 
drums  strike  up  a  brisk  Nepali  rhythm  ;  and 


Indira,  bells  a-tinkling  cheerfully,  does  his 
stuff  in  a  cleared  space  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  while  we  keep  time  with  clapping 
hands.  We  call  for  Margo  Bunda.  "  Margo 
Bundo  !  Margo  Bundo  !  "  we  all  shout.  We 
yell  in  half  a  dozen  languages  that  he  must 
do  something.  It  is  his  turn.  A  Dravidian 
from  the  far  South,  he  speaks  only  Tamil, 
and,  poor  chap,  he  might  as  well  be  deaf  and 
dumb,  for  none  of  us  can  speak  his  tongue. 
Nevertheless,  he  gets  the  idea.  He  rises  from 
his  feet  and  bursts  into  a  strange,  high- 
pitched  chant.  The  drums  pick  up  the 
rhythm.  Masterji  puts  in  a  few  notes  on  the 
"  harmony,"  and  Margo  begins  a  Nautch- 
like  dance.  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  for  our  morals 
that  we  don't  understand  the  words. 
Anyhow,  Margo's  turn  is  going  with  a  swing 
and  he  is  getting  quite  hot  with  the  vigour 
of  it.  The  Indians  score  over  us  Westerners. 
There  is  nothing  of  stage-fright  or  reticence 
about  them  in  playing  their  part,  good  or 
bad,  in  a  fraternal  evening  of  this  kind. 
Here  is  Margo,  a  jungli  wallah,  if  ever  there 
was  one,  from  a  primitive,  remote  village, 
and  as  near  to  the  soil  as  could  well  be. 

The  next  turn  brings  the  house  down. 
Our  cheerful  Gurkha,  Tulea  Thapa,  has 
been  in  a  military  band,  and  now  despises 
both  Nepali  and  Hindustani  music.  There 
are  disputes  over  the  radio  in  the  evening. 
Tulea  demands  "  English  "  music,  though 
it  must  be  admitted  it  is  usually  Berlin  he 
is  trying  to  tune  into,  while  the  others  insist 
on  Punjabi  or  Hindi.  And  now  Tulea  stands 
up  and  gives  us  something  which  he  thinks 
is  really  music,  his  masterpiece,  "  I  want  to 
be  single."  Masterji  isn't  very  successful  in 
improvising  a  waltz-time  accompaniment, 
an  unfamiliar  metre  in  India.  However, 
though  Tulea's  effort  does,  perhaps,  lack 
musical  perfection,it  goes  down  with  a  bang. 

Everyone  is  taking  his  turn.  Our  very 
nice  Burma  Karen,  a  Christian,  quiet,  shy 
rather,  and  excellent  at  his  work,  sings  us  a 
song  he  has  learnt  in  a  tongue  strange  tc 
him,  Hindi — plaintive,  sad,  and,  in  keeping 
with  his  loneliness,  far  from  his  luxuriant 
coast  down  on  the  borders  of  Siam  ;  and 
his  people,  where  are  they  ?  Japs  and 
Burmans  massacred  many  Karens. 

Our  only  Muslim,  Havildar  Abdul  Karim, 
doesn't  learn  music.  He  is  a  devoted 
orthodox  Mahommedan ;  and,  however 
much  he  might  stray  from  the  paths  of 
virtue  in  mundane  matters,  he  is  scrupulous 
over  the  rules  of  Mahommedan  observation . 
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Music  must  have  no  part  in  his  faith, 
so  he  is  not  a  pupil.  Nevertheless,  he  gives 
us  a  song  in  Arabic,  a  poem  to  the  praise  of 
Allah,  who  is  great  and  merciful.  He  sings 
without  accompaniment. 

Everyone  is  jolly  and  happy.  Each 
performer  signals  the  end  of  his  piece  by 
heartily  applauding  himself,  and  we  all  join 
in.  Who  hasn't  yet  contributed  some  gem 
of  music  or  entertainment  ?  Only  Jaggar 
Singh  is  left.  He,  a  bearded  Sikh,  has  been 
with  us  only  a  week,  blinded  by  a  mine  in 
Sicily  not  so  long  ago.  He  was  miserable  and 
depressed  for  the  first  two  or  three  days,  but 
has  already  perked  up.  "  Jaggar  Singh ! 
Jaggar  Singh  !  Give  us  a  song  !  "  Unhesi- 
tatingly he  begins.  It  is  a  Sikh  invocation, 
a  psalm,  as  it  were,  to  one  of  his  gods. 
Fascinated  we  listen.  His  voice  is  ama2ingly 
true,  full  of  fervour  and  tone.  We  know 
nothing  of  the  words,  but  there  is  no 
mistaking  the  changing  phases  of  prayer, 
humility,  obeisance,  praise,  and  submission. 

Sweet  tea  is  passed  round.  We  eat  sugary 
Indian  cakes,  some  of  which  are  a  little  too 
oily,  or  rancid,  for  our  tastes.  We  smoke 
cigarettes  and  come  to  the  end  of  a  happy 
and  friendly  hour.  We  make  our  good  nights. 
"  Salaam,  Sahib  !  "  "  Salaam,  Huzoor  !  " 
"  Salaam,  salaam,  salaam  !  "  We  walk  across 
the  compound  to  our  own  bungalow.  The 
snows  on  the  steep  hill  crests  above  us  are 
white  in  the  peaceful  moonlight.  The  palms 
and  mango  trees  are  still  shadows  in  the 
crisp  air.  Clutha  Mackenzie. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Burridge,  L.A.C.  Chas.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Chambers,  A.  G,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Clay,  A.M.2  R.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Cole,  Pte.  H.  D.  (Birmingham),  Army. 

Cooper,  L.A.G.  B.  (Hull),  Royal  Navy. 

Daley,  Sergt.  W.  (Stourbridge,,  Royal  Engineers. 

Daley,  Sapper  J.  (Stourbridge),  Royal  Engineers. 

Deegan,  L.A.C.  Stanley,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Hammett,  D.  J.,  Royal  Navy. 

Holland,  O-Cook  G.  E.  (Heswall),  Royal  Navy. 

Jarvill,  Driver  A.  N.,  Royal  Corps  of  Signals. 

Keegan,  Pte.  T.  (Cork),  S.T.C. 

Lucocq,  Pte.  W.,  P.D.C. 

Macpherson,  A.C.W.2  I.  (Windsor),  W.A.A.F. 

Macpherson,  Sergt.  W.  J.  (Windsor),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Oram,  L.A.C.  Charles,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Orrow,  Pte.  A.,  Army  Fire  Service. 
Powell,  A.C.2  Harry  (Stafford),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Raymond,  L.A.C.  E.  J.  (St.  Anne's-on-Sea),  Royal 

Air  Force. 
Raymond,  O/S.  G.  (St.  Anne's-on-Sea),  Royal  Navy. 
Stevens,  O/S.  H.  W.  (Wokingham),  Royal  Navy. 
Stubbs,  A.C.2  (Liverpool),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Thompson,  Pte.  T,  (Bolton),  Durham  Light  Infantry. 


Canine  Notes 

In  my  last  notes  I  gave  facts  concerning 
the  prices  being  asked  for  pedigree  dogs  at 
the  moment. 

I  have  now  to  refer  to  "  pedigree." 

*  It  is  customary  when  a  dog  is  sold,  either 
for  pet  or  show,  for  the  seller  to  give  the 
dog's  pedigree  as  authentic,  upon  demand. 
A  true  pedigree  can  be  demanded,  and  must 
be  given.  A  dog  must  have  a  pedigree  or 
none.  If  a  dog  has  a  pedigree,  this  is 
necessary  before  it  can  be  registered  with  the 
Kennel  Club.  In  fact,  if  either  of  its  parents 
are  not  registered,  or  any  one  of  its  grand- 
parents is  not  registered,  some  difficulty  will 
be  met  in  registering  such  a  dog. 

Like  the  black  market  in  most  things 
to-day,  there  has  always  been  a  very  black 
market  in  pedigrees. 

To-day,  with  the  boom  in  dogs,  I  am 
assured  by  the  secretary  of  a  canine  society, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  that  "  there  are  far 
too  many  false  pedigrees  about." 

To  guard  against  this  fraud,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  buyer  of  a  puppy  to-day  to 
buy  it  from  a  reputed  breeder,  whose  kennel 
is  known  to  be  a  pedigree  kennel.  A  lot  of 
kennels  have  sprung  up  since  the  war,  and 
advertisers,  of  both  dogs  and  puppies,  have 
to  be  carefully  scrutinised.  There  are  black 
sheep  in  every  flock,  and  if  any  doubt  is  felt 
about  the  purchase  of  a  puppy,  the  Kennel 
Club  is  the  authority  to  get  in  touch  with 
on  such  a  matter. 

H.  Marsden 

National  Laying  Trials 

Report    on    sixth    period    of   28    days, 
from  28th  February— 26th  March 

Test  Score 

Position  Name  Value 

1  Jackson,  G.  C.  ...  683 

2  Jarvis,  Albert    ...         ...  632 

3  Holmes,  Percy  ...         •••  605 

4  Gregory,  T.   '" 602 

5  Smith,  "W.  Alan  ...  591 

6  Mcintosh,  Charles        ...  586 

7  Watson-Brown,  M.       ...  575 

8  Hill,  R.  E 554 

9  Campbell,  John 532 

10  McLaren,  D.      ...         ...  389 

II  Chaffin,  Albert 367 

12  Carpenter,  E.  H.  ...  345 

Average  per  bird,  21 .32 
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St.  Dunstaner's  Log 

by  Jimmy  Ellis* 
Farewell  to  Tembani 

The  fateful  announcement  which  we 
knew  had  to  be  made  one  day  had  come  at 
last.  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates  assembled  all 
Imperial  men  at  Tembani  and  told  us  that 
we  would  be  leaving  the  following  Friday 
en  route  for  the  United  Kingdom.  Mrs.  Bates 
evidently  considered  her  announcement  to 
be  so  great  a  shock  that  it  warranted  a 
drink,  and  a  zealously  guarded  bottle  of 
whisky  was  brought  forth  to  fortify  us. 
When  we  had  recovered,  things  began  to 
move  fast.  When  this  initial  excitement  was 
over  and  things  were  well  under  way, 
packing  fell  into  the  background,  and  we 
were  more  concerned  with  arranging  fare- 
well parties  with  our  friends.  The  spirit  of 
these  little  parties  was  very  peculiar,  because 
only  we  Tembanians  knew  that  they  were 
farewell  parties.  While  our  friends  enjoyed 
the  evening  and  were  pleasantly  surprised  at 
the  idea  of  being  "press-ganged,"  we,  while 
trying  to  be  gay,  were  feeling  very  sad, 
knowing  that  it  would  be  our  last  party 
together.  On  Thursday  we  had  the  official 
farewell  party  for  Tembanians,  members  of 
the  South  African  Committee,  and  very 
close  friends. 

Friday  morning  came  and  found  us 
stumbling  through  a  maze  of  trunks,  kit- 
bags  and  suitcases.  It  was  when  we  saw  our 
luggage  go  that  we  fully  realised  that  this 
meant  good-bye  to  all  our  friends  in  Cape 
Town,  and  the  end  of  our  most  enjoyable 
stay  in  Tembani.  We  boarded  the  train,  the 
whistle  blew,  our  hands  were  pulled  away 
from  those  dear  friends  who  had  been  so 
good  to  us.  .  .  . 

On  Board  Ship 

Soon  we  were  on  the  big  hospital  ship 
which  was  to  bring  us  home.  In  spite  of  its 
size  it  was  easy  to  find  one's  way  about. 

First  day. — We  had  been  issued  with 
white  shirts  and  the  scantiest  of  scanty  pants, 
and,  as  the  ship  left  the  bay,  we  made  our 
first  appearance  on  deck  to  sport  our 
figures  before  the  admiring  eyes  of  the  other 
patients.  In  the  evening  we  went  down  to 
the  recreation  room  and,  with  Jimmy  at  the 
piano    and   the    rest    standing    round,    we 

♦Editor  of  the  "  Tembani  Times,"  who,  with 
a  number  of  his  fellow  Tembanians,  has  just 
returned  to  this  country  from  St.  Dunstan's,  South 
Africa:  » 


fairly    made    the    echoes    ring    in  the  true 
Tembani  style. 

Fourth  day. — In  the  afternoon  we  attended 
a  lecture  on  Africa,  given  especially  for  our 
benefit  by  an  authority  on  native  affairs, 
tribal  customs,  etc.  During  the  night  we 
were  bitten  by  mosquitos. 

Sixth  day. — After  having  been  moored  in 
a  harbour,  everyone  was  much  more  cheer- 
ful now  that  we  were  on  our  way  again. 
In  the  evening  an  organised  sing-song,  run 
by  the  padre  ;  this  was  not  very  successful 
at  first,  as  there  was  no  accompaniment,  but 
after  digging  up  a  few  mouth  organs  we  all 
managed  to  sing  the  same  song  at  the  same 
time. 

Eighth  day. — Although  we  had  just 
"  crossed  the  line  "  there  was  no  customary 
King  Neptune  ceremony. 

Tenth  day. — An  impromptu  concert,  and 
quite  a  good  show. 

Tivelfth  day. — During  breakfast  we  noticed 
the  engines  were  behaving  in  a  rather 
peculiar  manner,  stopping  and  starting,  etc. 
There  were  all  sorts  of  rumours  ;  the  wits 
said  we  had  had  a  puncture,  etc.  It  was  not 
long  before  we  learned  the  cause  of  all  this. 
A  native  patient  had  thrown  himself  over- 
board. Luckily  he  was  seen  and  eventually 
picked  up.  While  his  boat  was  being  hauled 
in  we  experienced  the  biggest  thrill  of  all. 
A  huge  brute  of  a  shark,  about  seven  feet 
long,  came  sniffing  round  the  spot  where 
the  rescue  had  taken  place,  just  as  the  boat 
was  being  hauled  in.  All's  well  that  ends 
well,  and  the  size  of  the  shark  for  the  rest 
of  the  day  varied  from  seven  to  seventy  feet. 

Several  days,  during  which  we  were 
moored  in  port ;  when  we  did  leave  harbour 
the  sea  was  rough,  which  did  not  have  a 
very  good  effect  on  the  chaps  in  our  ward. 

Later,  more  slowing  down  and  references 
to  our  ship  as  a  "  sea-taxi." 

But  now— the  final  lap.  With  "  Blighty  " 
almost  in  sight,  the  topic  of  conversation 
everywhere  was   our   future   plans. 

The  coast  line  of  the  British  Isles  at  last, 
after  a  good  trip  with  only  two  days  of 
rough  weather. 

Wanted 

A  second-hand  tennis  racquet  and  a 
hockey  stick  for  school  girl.  Please  send 
particulars  to  Mrs.  Boyter,  20  South  Loan, 
Pittenween,  Fife. 
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The  Bridge  Club  Loses  a  Valued 
Member 

The  Bridge  Club  commenced  its  pro- 
gramme for  the  1944  season  on  Saturday, 
March  18th,  when  teams  captained  by 
H.  Gover  and  R.  Coles  opposed  each  other 
in  an  inter-Club  duplicate  match,  the  former 
team  winning  a  most  pleasant  game. 

An  excellent  tea  was  provided,  this  again 
being  in  the  capable  hands  of  Mrs.  Giorgi, 
Miss  Davis,  and  Miss  Morrah. 

The  League  is  now  in  full  swing,  and 
several  League  matches  have  been  played. 
Our  first  duplicate  match  will  take  place  on 
April  18th,  when  we  oppose  Messrs.  Lyons, 
and  several  other  matches  have  been 
arranged,  a  new  fixture  being  with  a  team 
from  Hampstead. 

In  my  last  notes  I  referred  to  one  of  our 
Members,  J.  Hughes,  being  admitted  into 
hospital,  and  wished  him  well.  At  almost  the 
same  time  as  the  Review  was  being  read 
Members  of  the  Bridge  Club  were  shocked 
to  hear  of  J.H.'s  death. 

We  had  all  seen  and  been  with  him  so 
much  during  the  past  four  years  in  the 
activities  of  the  Club  that  it  is  difficult  to 
realise  he  has  gone.  He  was  present  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  February,  though  he  had 
not  been  in  good  health  for  quite  a  while, 
but  always  sustained  his  good  spirits 
amongst  his  colleagues  of  the  Club. 

I  shall  miss  him  in  a  very  special  way,  as 
for  several  seasons  in  most  of  the  games 
friend  Joe  was  my  partner,  and  in  many 
matches  we  were  thus  associated. 

We  shall  all  have  many  happy  recollections 
of  joyous  times  during  our  two  visits  to 
Harrogate,  though  J.H.  was  not  at  all  well 
on  our  last  visit ;  often  suffering  acutely,  he 
nevertheless  played  on.  I  shall  always 
remember  him  as  a  thoroughly  good 
partner  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  and 
feel  that  all  my  colleagues  of  the  Club  will 
endorse  these  remarks. 

This  is  the  third  loss  which  the  Club  has 
sustained  during  the  war,  having  lost 
Edmund  Toft,  Rupert  Graves,  and  now 
Joseph  Hughes,  but  the  Club  will  continue 
in  its  forward  march,  knowing  that  it  would 
have  been  the  wish  of  these  three  Members. 

R.  Coles. 
Marriage 
Dufton — Gough. — On     April     14th,     at 

Bromfield  Church,  R.  Dufton,  new  war 

St.  Dunstaner,  to  Miss  Norma  Gough. 


News  in  Brief 

Congratulations  to  R.  K.  Lowrie,  of 
Portslade,  who  is  now  Provincial  Grand 
Primo  in  the  Royal  and  Antediluvian  Order 
of  Buffaloes . 

•  •        * 

Esmond  Knight  appears  in  the  film, 
"  Halfway  House,"  now  showing  at  the 
Regal  Cinema,  London,  and  is  also  appearing 
in  Eric  Linklater's  new  play,  "  Crisis  in 
Heaven,"  which  had  its  premiere  in 
Edinburgh  recently.  It  will  shortly  be 
presented  in  London. 

•  •        • 

Dennis  Fleisig,  a  returned  prisoner-of- 
war,  has  completed  his  training  as  a  tele- 
phonist, and  hopes  to  take  up  his  post  in 
London  on  May  1st.  On  the  same  day,  the 
Daily  Telegraph  is  opening  a  Prisoners-of- 
War  Exhibition,  and  in  connection  with 
this,  gave  an  excellent  write-up  of  Dennis 
in  its  issue  of  April  17th. 

Promotions 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Brignal's  two  sons 
have  both  had  recent  promotion,  Reginald, 
who  is  in  the  Royal  Navy  on  M.T.B.s,  to 
the  rank  of  Petty  Officer,  and  Robert  to 
Lance  Bombardier. 

Birth 

Griffee. — To  the  wife  of  F.   Griffee,  of 
Bristol,  on  April  5th,  a  son — Peter. 

Deaths 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  the 
following  : — 
Burge. — To  J.  W.  Burge,  of  Chester,  whose 

wife  passed  away  on  January  6th. 
Palmer. — To    H.    Palmer,    of    Thornton 

Heath,  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  whose  son  has 

been  killed  by  enemy  action. 

•  •        • 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Freddy  Butler,  one  of  the  fourteen-year-old 
twin  sons  of  the  late  C.  A.  Butler,  of  Long 
Eaton,  died  on  March  27th.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Butler. 

Killed  in  Action 

We  send  our  deepest  sympathy  to  J.  W. 
Mullen,  of  Blaydon-on-Tyne,  whose  son, 
Arthur,  has  been  killed  in  action  in  Burma. 

•  •        • 

We  have  also  heard  with  deep  regret  of 
the  death,  while  on  flying  duties,  of  George 
Haugh,  only  son  of  Mrs.  Haugh  and  our 
late  St.  Dunstaner,  of  Manchester. 
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Private  Joseph  Hughes,  Royal  Air  Force 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Hughes,    of  Selsdon,  at  the  early  age  of  45. 

After  coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  October,  1921,  he  was  trained  in  braille,  shorthand  and  typing,  and 
successfully  carried  on  as  telephonist  with  the  Mining  Association  of  Great  Britain  for  over  twenty-three  years. 

He  had  for  some  time  suffered  with  a  duodenal  ulcer,  for  which  he  was  operated  on  in  the  early  days  of 
March  this  year,  but  pneumonia  set  in  and  he  passed  away  on  the  25th  of  March. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Bandon  Hill  Cemetery,  Wallington,  and  amongst  the  many  beautiful  tributes 
from  relatives  and  friends  were  those  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  members  of  the 
Bridge  Club,  who  will  sadly  miss  one  of  their  keenest  members,  the  Selsdon  and  Sanderstead  Branch  of  the 
British  Legion,  and  his  colleagues  at  the  Mining  Association  of  Great  Britain. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  small  son  in  their  great  loss. 

Rifleman  Raymond  Cyril  Oscar  Cowley  {1st  London  Rifle  Brigade) 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  C.  O.  Cowley,  of  Beaminster. 

He  enlisted  in  1915  and  served  until  1919,  during  which  time  he  spent  two  and  a  half  years  in  a  German 
prison  camp,  and  it  was  then  that  his  sight  failed. 

After  his  admission  to  St.  Dunstan's,  he  was  trained  in  braille,  shorthand  and  typing,  and  later  took 
up  a  post  as  shorthand  typist,  working  for  many  years  at  Somerset  House.  He  was  re-trained  in  massage 
in  1939,  and  afterwards  set  up  a  very  successful  practice  in  Beaminster. 

His  health  began  to  fail  in  January  of  this  year,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Little 
could  be  done  for  him,  and  he  returned  home  on  March  4th,  where  he  died  on  the  21st. 

He  was  buried  at  Melplash,  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  being  among 
the  tributes  received.     A  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  were  present  at  the  funeral. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  young  widow,  to  whom  he  had  only  been  married  in  1939. 

Pte.  E.  T.  Humphries,  Devonshire  Regt.  and  Labour  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  E.  T.  Humphries,  of  Swindon. 

He  was  not  wounded,  but  his  sight  failed  during  Service,  and  he  came  to  us  in  September,  1918.  He  was 
trained  in  baskets,  mats,  and  typewriting,  and  later  he  opened  a  shop  in  Swindon  for  the  sale  of  baskets  and 
mats.     He  and  his  wife  were  both  keen  workers  and  before  long  they  had  a  good  business  in  all  classes  of  goods. 

His  health  had  always  been  good  until  August,  1942,  when  an  illness  left  him  with  a  weak  heart,  but  he 
refused  to  give  in  and  would  not  hear  of  giving  up  the  shop,  which  his  wife  has  managed  whilst  he  has  been 
ill.  An  attack  of  bronchitis  in  January  of  this  year  considerably  worsened  him,  and  he  passed  away  on 
March  8th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  St.  Paul's  Church,  Swindon,  the  interment  taking  place  at  Whitworth  Road  Cemetery. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  family  in  their  sad  loss. 

Sergeant  Major  H.  Neivens,  2nd  Oxford  and  Bucks  Light  Infantry 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  Neivens,  of  Copthorne,  Sussex. 

A  regular  soldier  before  the  last  war — he  enlisted  in  February,  1908 — he  was  wounded  in  1918  at  Axette. 
He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  the  same  year  and  was  trained  in  massage,  and  later  took  up  a  post  at  Harrogate. 
He  carried  on  a  successful  practice  until  1941,  when  a  heart  attack  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  take  things 
more  slowly. 

He  moved  south  to  Copthorne,  Sussex,  and  interested  himself  in  a  little  local  work.  He  was  admitted 
to  hospital  in  January  of  this  year,  suffering  from  congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  he  died  there  on  the  18th  of 
that  month. 

The  cremation  took  place  at  Streatham,  after  a  short  service  at  Burstow  in  the  Church  which  he  and  his  wife 
attended. 

A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  our  sincere  sympathy 
is  extended  to  his  wife  in  her  sad  bereavement. 

Corporal  Francis  V.  Cairns,  13th  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  F.  V.  Cairns,  which  took  place  at  St.  Dunstan's  Home,  Melplash, 
on  Wednesday,  March  1st,  after  a  long  illness  patiently  borne. 

Enlisting  in  October,  1914,  he  was  discharged  in  November,  1916,  after  receiving  wounds  at  La  Bassee 
which  resulted  in  total  blindness.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  and  was  trained  as  a  basket-maker,  but  for  a 
number  of  years  he  had  very  indifferent  health.     He  went  to  Melplash  Home  when  he  was  a  very  sick  man. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Friday,  March  3rd,  at  Melplash  Cemetery.  He  was  taken  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Bridport  on  Thursday  evening,  where  a  Requiem  Mass  was  said  on  Friday  morning.  Father  A. 
Tracey  celebrated  Mass  and  conducted  the  funeral  ceremony. 

St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  St.  Dunstaners  P.  O'Connell,  T.  Hartley  and  W.  Spencer  and  staff. 

The  coffin  was  covered  by  the  Union  Jack  and  bore  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  family. 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  FOR  BLINDED  SOLDIERS.  SAILORS  AND  AIRMEN  (in  association  with  the  British  legion) 

9-11  Park  Crescent,  Regent's  Park,  London,  W.l. 
Printed  by  Brighton  Herald,  Ltd,,  Pavilion  Buildings,  Brighton,  1 
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Some  Records,   Changes  at  Church  Stretton,  and  Research 

'ROM  my  office  in  London  I  see  St.  Dunstan's  as  a  whole,  and  its  many  developments 
all  over  the  world  are  very  interesting.  The  month  of  April,  1944,  stands  out  as  a 
rather  unusual  month,  in  which  a  number  of  rather  exceptional  matters  have  come 
to  the  point  of  decision,  or  have  come  to  my  notice.  Some  record  of  them  will,  I  think, 
interest  St.  Dunstaners,  so  here  they  are. 

Our  financial  year  ends  in  March  each  year,  and  I  have  just  seen  the  figures  for 
St.  Dunstan's  world-wide  collections,  and  they  constitute  a  record.  Never  in  the  last  war 
period,  or  in  the  years  between,  has  the  public  supported  us  so  generously,  and  I  should 
like  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Ernest  Stanford,  our  Appeals  Organiser,  and 
Miss  Marshall,  Appeals  Secretary,  and  their  staff,  which  includes  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners, 
for  this  result.  I  try  to  maintain  the  appeal  of  St.  Dunstan's  on  a  high  level  of  taste  and 
dignity,  worthy  of  our  reputation  and  our  purpose.  St.  Dunstaners  in  their  homes  and 
professions  and  factories  and  occupations  are  well-known  figures  amongst  their  neighbours, 
many  help  by  a  word  of  encouragement  or  support,  all  help  by  their  example.  I  should 
like  to  thank  them. 

I  sometimes  read  in  certain  papers  an  attack  upon  the  voluntary  system — all  the  services 
to  the  wounded  and  the  sick  and  so  on  should  be  undertaken  by  the  State,  is  the  argument. 
My  own  view  is  that  whatever  any  government  of  any  party  may  do  at  any  time  there  will 
always  be  the  more  advanced  and  generous  members  of  the  community  who  will  want  to 
do  more,  and  want  to  do  something  special.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  noblest  aspects  of  the 
human  mind  and  conscience.  Apart  from  this,  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  independence 
of  St.  Dunstan's  from  government  control  and  government  department  administration  is 
one  of  its  sources  of  strength,  and  that  the  individuality  and  personal  touch  of  our 
organisation  is  something  to  be  greatly  valued.  If  the  nation  is  fully  to  pay  its  debt  to  those 
who  have  lost  much  in  its  service,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  wrong  that  it  should  pay  it  through 
taxation  and  the  State,  as  well  as  through  voluntary  contributions  and  voluntary  service. 
One  of  the  aspects  of  the  voluntary  system  which  counts  for  much  to  St.  Dunstaners  is 
the  very  great  amount  of  voluntary  service  which  we  receive  within  our  organisation  and 
as  individuals.  We  do  not  want  pity  or  sentimentality  or  charity  in  the  worst  sense  of  that 
word,  but  to  receive  the  help  of  our  friends  and  neighbours  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given, 
i  f^wkh  good  grace,  is  in  itself  a  virtue,  and  to  be  able  to  give  without  counting  the  cost  or 
the  reward  or  seeking  advertisement,  and  without  patronising,  is  one  of  the  highest 
^  i — elptessions  of  the  human  mind, 
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What  I  have  written  about  the  voluntary  system  and  St.  Dunstan's  in  general  reminds 
me  of  something  that  was  said  to  me  by  a  St.  Dunstaner  in  Church  Stretton  the  other  day. 
He  had  not  long  been  out  of  the  Army,  indeed  he  had  only  just  returned  to  St.  Dunstan's 
from  twenty-eight  days'  discharge  leave.  He  said  :  "  It  is  surprising  what  fools  some  sighted 
people  are,  and  how  awkward  they  make  you  feel."  I  said  :  "  I  know  exactly  how  you  feel, 
but  I  think  you're  a  bit  hard  on  them.  Remember  they  do  not  often  meet  a  blind  man,  and 
although  they  want  to  do  all  they  can  to  make  you  feel  at  ease  and  to  help  you,  they  do  not 
know  how  to  do  it,  and  the  result  is  a  kind  of  awkwardness  and  shyness  which  expresses 
itself  in  a  clumsy  way.  Now  you,  as  a  blind  man,  are  always  meeting  sighted  people,  and 
you  ought,  therefore,  to  get  very  good  at  handling  them,  and  one  of  the  most  important 
lessons  you  should  learn  at  St.  Dunstan's  is  to  put  the  sighted  people  at  ease.  Bearing  in 
mind  that  they  want  to  help  you  in  the  most  unobtrusive  way  possible,  but  don't  know 
how  to,  it's  really  your  job  to  guide  them  and  help  them  to  help  you.  If  you  can  learn  this 
lesson  you  will  very  soon  find  that  human  associations,  which  are  one  of  the  most  important 
things  in  life,  become  much  easier." 

But  to  return  to  the  month  of  April,  and  some  of  its  significant  decisions.  The  biggest 
single  gift  made  by  the  British  public,  through  St.  Dunstan's,  to  blinded  soldiers,  sailors 
and  airmen  was  made  during  that  month.  There  were  about  three  thousand  men  blinded 
in  the  last  war,  and  of  them  some  220  did  not  receive  government  pensions,  or  received 
70  per  cent,  or  60  per  cent.,  or  some  other  pension  less  than  the  100  per  cent.  St.  Dunstan's 
has  always  given  them  an  allowance.  In  the  case  of  those  who  receive  no  pension,  St.  Dunstan's 
gave  half  the  government  pension,  and  in  some  cases  there  were  varying  amounts,  and  in 
some  there  was  nothing  from  St.  Dunstan's.  Nevertheless,  all  these  men  were  blind,  and 
all  were  St.  Dunstaners,  because  St.  Dunstan's,  being  a  voluntary  agency,  could  use  its 
discretion  in  a  way  which  the  government  could  not  do,  and  could  give  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  to  these  men  and  take  them  into  our  organisation.  But  we  could  not  do  all  that  we 
would  like  to  have  done,  because  twenty  years  ago  we  had  not  the  resources  and  the 
certainty  in  our  minds  that  we  could  carry  out  our  commitments,  and  it  would  have  been 
a  shocking  thing  to  have  started  something  which  we  could  not  guarantee  and  maintain. 
But  now,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  position  which  we  have  built  up,  we  are  in  a  different 
position,  and  on  April  17th  we  were  able  to  write  to  each  of  the  220  men,  and  tell  them 
that  from  that  date,  and  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  they  would  receive  from  St.  Dunstan's 
an  allowance  which  would  bring  their  guaranteed  income  up  to  the  level  of  the  ordinary 
government  pension.  I  am  quite  sure  that  nothing  like  this  has  ever  been  done  by  any 
organisation  for  disabled  ex-Servicemen  before,  and  you  can  imagine  what  a  sense  of 
satisfaction  and  security  it  has  given  to  a  substantial  proportion  of  our  men. 

We  may  now  proudly  say  that  no  St.  Dunstaner  has  less  income  than  the  ordinary  standard 
government  pension  for  total  disability.  We  have  been  able  to  afford  this  great  sum  of  money 
without  impairing  our  financial  strength,  and  without  reducing  in  any  way  our  capacity 
to  undertake  any  obligation  into  which  we  have  entered,  and  we  have  in  fact  set  the  money 
aside  in  a  reserve,  so  as  to  be  a  sure  guarantee  that  the  obligations  will  be  met. 

This  policy  arises  directly  out  of  parliamentary  activity  during  the  past  year.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  during  the  summer  of  last  year,  Parliament  was  induced  to  give  further 
consideration  to  the  position  of  severely  disabled  pensioners.  Amongst  the  concessions 
that  were  then  made  were  the  following  : — 

1.  The  pensions  for  this  war  were  brought  up  to  the  level  of  the  pensioners 
of  the  last  war. 

2.  A  special  supplementary  pension  and  allowance  for  the  wife  and  children, 
no  matter  when  the  marriage  took  place  or  when  the  children  were  born, 
was  granted  in  respect  of  those  men  who  were  seriously  disabled  and  were 
unable  to  undertake  ordinary  remunerative  work. 

3.  In  cases  where  the  origin  of  the  disability  was  not  quite  clear  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  was,  for  the  first  time,  formally  and  legally  given  to  the  claimant. 

These  were  great  advances  in  pensions  policy,  and  as  a  result  of  the  supplementary 
pension  many  hundreds  of  our  married  St.  Dunstaners  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  received 
an  extra  pound  a  week  during  the  past  year  and  will  receive  it  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
This  effectively  raises  the  basic  pension  of  £2  to  £3,  and  represents  a  very  big  advance. 
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Mr.  Askew,  the  Secretary  of  St.  Dunstan's,  who  also  acts  as  our  pensions  adviser,  was 
responsible  for  a  splendid  bit  of  work  in  getting  the  administration  of  this  concession  carried 
through  in  record  time,  so  that  within  a  few  weeks  over  750  St.  Dunstaners  who  were 
entitled  to  this  increase  were  actually  receiving  it. 

St.  Dunstaners  who  are  engaged  in  full  time  work  as  masseurs  and  telephone  operators, 
as  shopkeepers  and  poultry  farmers,  and  who,  in  other  ways,  earn  a  normal  living,  may 
feel  that  their  turn  has  not  come,  but  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  them  to  know  that,  should 
their  earning  capacity  drop  below  the  level  of  £1  a  week  at  any  time,  they  too  will  be  able 
to  claim  this  supplementary  pension  from  the  Government. 

Many  of  them,  too,  are  now  receiving  war  bonuses  in  their  jobs,  or  are  enjoying  at 
least  a  small  part  of  the  general  prosperity,  so  that  it  may  well  be  said  that  St.  Dunstaners 
as  a  whole  are  very  largely,  through  parliamentary  action  and  through  administrative  action 
taken  by  St.  Dunstan's  itself,  enjoying  an  easement  of  their  conditions  which  must  make 
us  all  rejoice. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  war  I  was  able  to  persuade  the  British  Legion  that  the  wife's 
allowance  and  the  children's  allowance,  no  matter  when  the  wife  was  married  to  the 
disabled  soldier,  or  when  the  children  were  born,  was  one  of  the  most  important  concessions 
required  from  the  Government  in  our  pensions  system.  The  campaign  of  last  year  achieved 
a  step  forward  in  securing  this  for  those  who  cannot  work.  One  of  the  battles  of  the  future 
is  to  secure  the  same  wives'  and  childrens'  concession  for  all.  This  has  now  become  a 
foremost  plank  of  Legion  policy,  and  many  friends  of  the  Legion  in  the  House  of  Commons 
are  doing  the  best  they  can  to  get  it  implemented. 

St.  Dunstan's  Pensions  Department  is  always  vigilant  to  secure  improvements,  however 
great,  however  small.  The  other  day  a  new  St.  Dunstaner  of  this  war  pointed  out  to  me 
that  it  was  unfair  that  the  Attendant  Allowance  should  be  taken  away,  not  only  when 
a  man  was  in  St.  Dunstan's  in  training,  but  also  when  he  was  on  holiday.  I  mentioned  this 
matter  to  Mr.  Askew  and  he  negotiated  with  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  a  settlement  of  this 
matter,  so  that  in  future  it  will  be  paid  to  trainees  when  they  are  on  holiday  in  their  homes 
and  are  not  in  one  of  St.  Dunstan's  homes. 

There  have  been  more  than  twenty  full  dress  debates  on  ex-Service  matters  during 
the  past  year  in  the  House  of  Commons.  They  include  debates  on  Appeal  Tribunals,  the 
Disabled  Persons  Act,  the  Reinstatement  in  Civil  Employment  Act,  and  pension  conditions 
generally.  Our  method  of  watching  and  representing  in  the  House  of  Commons  matters 
of  special  concern  to  St.  Dunstaners  is  most  carefully  worked  out,  and  we  are  extremely 
vigilant.  No  opportunity  is  lost  to  present  a  good  case  at  an  appropriate  time. 

During  April  came  the  news  to  me  that  Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie,  himself  a  St.  Dunstaner, 
who  is  in  charge  of  our  affairs  in  India,  has  completed  the  first  six  months  of  St.  Dunstan's 
training  unit  at  Dehra  Dun,  in  United  Provinces.  A  note  on  another  page  of  this  issue  will 
tell  of  something  of  his  problems,  and  of  the  way  he  has  overcome  them.  There  are  nearly 
fifty  Indian  St.  Dunstaners.  From  Canada  came  the  news  that  a  Training  Centre  for  blinded 
soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  has  been  opened  in  Toronto.  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  last  war 
take  a  leading  part  in  its  initiation  and  management  and  teaching.  From  all  the  States  of 
Australia  and  from  New  Zealand  comes  news  of  active  work  in  the  St.  Dunstan's  tradition, 
caring  for  newly-blinded  men  of  this  war,  and  here  again  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  old  war 
are  amongst  those  who  are  helping  most.  From  South  Africa  the  news  comes  to  us  more 
directly,  for  hardly  a  month  passes  without  a  contingent  of  new  St.  Dunstaners  arriving  from 
Tembani,  who  bring  with  them  their  own  story  of  the  conquest  of  blindness  in  its  early  stages 
amongst  many  men  who  have  been  sent  there  from  the  Middle  East  on  their  way  home. 
St.  Dunstan's  in  London  and  the  St.  Dunstan's  spirit  carried  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  by 
its  sons  is  the  inspiration  for  all  this  work,  and  the  governments  and  authorities  of  the  Indian 
Empire  and  the  Dominions  are  in  constant  touch  with  us  for  guidance  and  advice,  and 
this  is  true  too  of  allied  governments,  including  particularly  the  American  Government. 
The  richness  of  the  gift  which  we  have  been  able  to  impart  to  so  large  a  part  of  the  blind 
world  from  the  storehouse  of  experience,  and  from  the  success  of  St.  Dunstaners  themselves, 
is  something  of  which  we  and  Britain  may  well  be  proud. 

At  Church  Stretton,  too,  there  have  been  significant  developments  in  April.  The 
culmination  of  a  year  of  growth  and  experiment  has   been  the  setting  up   of  a  new 
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organisation  to  carry  the  burden  of  the  large  casualties  which  I  fear  may  be  expected  as  a 
result  of  the  opening  of  the  second  front.  Negotiations  with  the  War  Office  have  released 
accommodation.  Approaches  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  have  helped  us  to  secure  staff. 
We  have  had  difficulties,  and  we  have  made  mistakes,  but  never  have  we  been  unable  to 
provide  a  bed  for  a  blinded  soldier,  sailor  or  airman  or  other  St.  Dunstaner  who  has  needed 
it,  and  never  have  we  been  without  facilities  to  set  his  feet  on  the  way.  The  doubling, 
or  perhaps  the  trebling  of  our  organisation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  next  few 
months,  however,  have  called  for  some  changes,  and  Air  Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre,  an 
experienced  air  officer,  who  has  spent  a  good  part  of  his  active  service  in  administration 
and  in  the  charge  of  mixed  technical  training  and  educational  and  hospital  establishments, 
has  been  appointed  to  be  the  new  Commandant  of  St.  Dunstan's  at  Church  Stretton.  A  note 
of  his  career  and  qualifications,  which  will  be  found  interesting,  also  appear  on  another  page 
of  this  issue.  Mr.  I.  M.  Bankes-Williams,  who  for  three  years  has  borne  the  burden  of  the 
post  of  Director  of  Training  at  Church  Stretton,  and  to  whom  the  men  there  gave  a 
spontaneous  presentation  out  of  their  affection  and  regard  for  him,  has  become  Director 
of  Education  to  take  charge  of  braille  and  typewriting,  massage,  geography,  history, 
English,  and  special  professional  studies.  This  is  the  most  important  single  department  under 
the  Commandant,  and  one  which  directly  affects  the  welfare  and  subsequent  life  of  all  new 
St.  Dunstaners.  Miss  Dorothy  Pain,  is  released  from  the  charge  of  the  braille  room 
in  order  that  her  special  gifts  may  be  concentrated  upon  the  job  of  Matron,  but  instead 
of  being  matron  of  the  Longmynd,  which  is  the  biggest  of  our  houses  at  Church  Stretton, 
she  was  recently  appointed  Matron  of  St.  Dunstan's,  to  supervise  the  work  of  all  the  matrons 
and  the  welfare  of  all  the  trainees  and  their  families.  Although  Miss  Pain's  present  duty  is 
at  Church  Stretton,  the  title,  Matron  of  St.  Dunstan's,  has  a  much  wider  significance,  and 
will,  I  know,  be  welcomed  by  all  St.  Dunstaners. 

To  come  back  to  Headquarters,  the  month  of  April  has  also  seen  the  initiation  of  a 
very  important  piece  of  research  work  in  association  with  the  Industrial  Health  Research 
Board  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour  in  the  employment 
of  blinded  persons  in  commercial,  industrial  and  professional  jobs.  We  hope  to  find  other 
interesting  work,  besides  massage,  telephone  operating,  shopkeeping  and  business  life 
for  those  of  our  men  who  have  the  necessary  aptitude  to  undertake  it.  This  development 
follows  upon  the  most  successful  research  which  we  undertook  early  in  the  war  in  the 
matter  of  finding  employment  for  blinded  men  in  factories,  in  which  very  considerable 
progress  has  been  made. 

On  August  4th  of  this  year  it  will  be  thirty  years  since  the  Great  War  started,  and  it 
is,  as  I  write,  twenty-eight  years  since  St.  Dunstan's  was  founded,  in  the  spring  of  1915. 
Our  organisation  is  old  in  experience,  strong  in  tradition,  but  if  the  events  of  the  month 
of  April,  1944,  are  any  guide,  it  is  also  capable  of  progress  and  change,  of  development, 
and  has  in  it  the  vital  spark  of  life.  t  a-^    fraSER 


Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 

On  Sunday,  April  23rd,  Captain  Sir 
Beachcroft  Towse,  v.c,  k.c.v.o.,  c.b.e., 
celebrated  his  eightieth  birthday.  The 
following  telegram  was  sent  by  the  Chair- 
man on  this  occasion  : 

For  well  over  half  a  century,  blinded  ex- 
Servicemen  and  blind  people  generally,  have 
regarded  you  with  affection  and  have  admired 
your  notable  career  of  public  service  for  the  blind. 
Lady  Fraser  and  I,  and  all  at  St.  Dunstan's,  send 
you  the  best  of  good  wishes,  and  many  happy 
returns  of  your  eightieth  birthday. — Ian  Fraser. 

Sir  Ian  has  received  the  following  tele- 
gram in  reply  : 

Please  accept  yourself  and  kindly  convey  to 
Lady  Fraser,  and  all  at  St.  Dunstan's,  my  warmest 
thanks  and  good  wishes. — Towse. 


Reminder 

The  closing  date  of  the  Derby  Sweepstake 
(open  only  to  St.  Dunstaners)  is  Friday, 
June  9th. 

The  draw  will  be  made  on  Wednesday, 
June  14th,  and  those  drawing  a  horse  will 
be  notified  the  following  day. 

Tickets  are  half-a-crown  each.  Applica- 
tions should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  at  9-11 
Park  Crescent,  London,  W.l. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Abbey,  Lightwater,  February ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Taylor,  Stourbridge,  April  20th; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Freeman,  Brighton, 
June  5th. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Everyone  is  back  from  the  Easter  break 
much  refreshed— and  thankful  that  the 
national  emergency  did  not  interfere  with 
most  of  our  plans.  Longmynd  remained 
open,  with  some  staff,  for  those  of  the  men 
who  did  not  want  to  enter  unsafe  areas. 
These,  and  the  "  Tigers,"  were  kept  busy 
with  walks,  teas,  dances,  and  a  supper  at 
"  The  Green  Dragon,"  organised  by  the 
indefatigable  Miss  Morris.  An  Ensa  party 
was  specially  welcome — Variety,  including 
the  comedienne's  delightful  impression  of 
a  Cockney  woman  watching  her  first 
football  match !  Every  sympathy  with 
Shean  Macnamara,  equipped  for  the 
telephone  job  that  is  awaiting  him  in 
Dublin,  but  no  permit  can  be  obtained  yet. 
Hard  lines  ! 

Our  big  new  Entertainments  Hall  opened 
at  the  Centre  with  a  dance,  supper  and 
cabaret.  The  Band  was  Jack  White's 
Collegians,  and  artistes  included  members 
of  the  R.A.F.  Gang  Show;  a  great  evening, 
but,  though  capable  of  seating  300  people, 
the  Hall  is  none  too  big  ! 

Expansions  have  now  required  a  Com- 
mandant here,  and  we  welcome  Air  Com- 
modore Dacre,  who  has  been  appointed. 
Memories  of  Regent's  Park  days  recall  the 
Adjutants  who  were  part  of  our  St. 
Dunstan's   traditions  in  "  civvy   street." 

Dances. — Another  has  been  kindly  given 
by  the  Sentinel  Waggon  Works  Canteen  in 
Shrewsbury — always  a  treat.  On  the  24th 
the  Shropshire  I.T.C.  Band  were  again 
enjoyed  at  the  Silvester  Home  Institute, 
their  "  last  performance  "  here.  Condover's 
first  invitation  was  a  great  success — everyone 
was  so  hospitable.  And  Miss  Weston,  of 
Shrewsbury,  added  one  more  to  her  long 
series  of  most  popular  evenings — her  last 
in  single  harness  ! 

Brockhurst  had  another  of  its  enjoyable 
play-readings — Emlyn  William's  "  Night 
must  Fall  "  ;  they  are  a  great  institution. 

The  Musical  Circle  organised  another 
excellent  programme,  with  Alfred  Cave 
(violin),  Margaret  Ablethorpe  (piano),  and 
Kathleen  Kay  (vocalist) ;  the  Committee 
renders  us  yeoman  service  in  arranging  these 
monthly  musical  feasts. 

An  Ensa  Variety  Show  at  the  Institute, 
"  Passed  to  you,"  was  one  of  the  best  we 
have  had,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  large 
audience. 


£141  lis.  3d.  has  been  collected  to  date 
by  the  St.  Dunstan's  branch  of  the  Red 
Cross  Penny-a-Week  Fund,  from  very  small 
beginnings  two-and-a-half  years  ago  ; 
trainees,  V.A.D.s,  teachers,  office  and 
domestic  staffs  all  join  in  this  satsfactory 
result. 

One  of  our  boys  on  holiday  in  Elgin 
met  a  charming  American  officer  and  two 
still  more  charming  ladies  ;  captivated  by 
the  vivacity  and  Maryland  accent  of  one  of 
the  latter,  he  sought  and  much  enjoyed  her 
company  on  several  occasions.  His  brother 
took  him  to  task,  but  only  aroused  indigna- 
tion. "  Why  .  .  .  .  ?  "  "  But  she's  black  as 
night."   "  Well  ....  what  about  it  ?  " 


Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — C.  Beau- 
mont-Edmonds, E.  Dunlop. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline).— J.  Weekes, 
T.  A.  Vickers. 

Braille  Writing. — L.  Cadman,  j.  Sim- 
monds,  E.  Dunlop. 

Typing. — W.  Bowerman,  A.  Reagan, 
A.  Simpson. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. — Spr.  F.  Cinq- 
Mars,  Canadian  Engineers  (22),  Quebec ; 
Pte.  D.  Savage,  R.A.O.C.  (29),  Stranraer, 
Scotland ;  Pte.  T.  O.  Smith,  Lome  Scots  of 
Canada  (35),  Manitoba ;  Lieut.  E.  S.  C. 
Spence,  Argyll  and  Sutherland  Highlanders, 
Yetminster,  Dorset;  A.C.I  T.  A.  Barton, 
R.A.F.  (30),  Scarborough  ;  Pte.  N.  Dugdale, 
Cheshire  Regt.  (27),  Manchester ;  L/Cpl. 
A.  H.  Vickery,  Royal  Fusiliers  (27), 
Tolworth,  Surrey  ;  Pte.  A.  W.  Chamberlain, 
Queen's  Royal  Regt.  (29),  Tewkesbury ; 
Sgt.  A.  J.  Edmunds,  R.A.F.  Regt.  (28), 
Chichester ;  Cpl.  R.  Swannell,  Northants 
Regt.  (25),  Wellingborough;  Pte.  V.  C. 
Green,  Royal  Berks.  Regt.  (24),  Rother- 
hithe,  London ;  W/Sgt.  E.  Higgs,  The 
Hampshire  Regt.  (29),  Southfields,  London  ; 
Pte.  R.  Pinson,  Seaforth  Highlanders  (27), 
Wolverhampton  ;  Spr.  J.  L.  Read,  R.E.  (29), 
Newbury  ;  Sgt.  F.  Koenig,  Canadian  Engin- 
eers (22),  Alberta  ;  W/C.Q.M.S.  J.  J.  Laffey, 
K.O.  Y.L.I.  (30),  Pontefract;  F/Sgt.  B.  J. 
McPhee,  R.A.A.F.  (23),  Orange,  Australia  ; 
Cpl.  J.  Humphrey,  Roval  Marine  Commando 
(23),  Belfast ;  Sgt.  W.  F.  Shea,  Royal  Marine 
Commando  (22),  Liverpool ;  L.A.C.W. 
P.  D.  Bray,  W.R.A.F.  (19),  Liskeard, 
Cornwall ;   Lieut.   G.   A.   Preston,   Burma 
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Regt.,  Lincoln ;  C.F.  4th  Class  G.  L. 
Treglown,  R.A.Ch.D.,  Redruth,  Cornwall ; 
Spr.  J.  Skilbeck,  R.E.  (23),  Leeds ;  W/Sgt. 
W.  C.  Such,  Wilts  Regt.  (30),  Walthamstow, 
London ;  Sister  E.  A.  Quinn, 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  Kilkeel,  N.  Ireland  ;  L/Cpl. 
R.  H.  Brett,  Pioneer  Corps  (27),  Deptford, 
London;  Gnr.  E.  G.  Higgs,  R.A.  (20), 
Warfield,  Berks ;  Fus.  R.  Jones,  Royal 
Fusiliers  (31),  Swansea  ;  Pte.  A.  V.  Kennard, 
Royal  Sussex  Regt.  (20),  Battle,  Sussex. 
From  Tembani 

Rfmn.  A.  H.  Franklin,  Rifle  Brigade  (22), 
Edmonton,  London ;  L/Sgt.  L.  D.  North- 
wood,  R.A.  (26),  Launceston,  Cornwall ; 
Pte.  J.  Weeks,  Royal  Sussex  Regt.  (23), 
East  Grinstead;  L/Cpl.  G.  B.  Wood, 
Sherwood  Rangers  Yeomanry  (34), 
Nuneaton  ;  Pte.  M.  F.  Burns,  R.A.S.C.  (24), 
Edinburgh ;  Cpl.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Royal  Hussars 
(30),  Shadwell,  London ;  Pte.  A.  Lang, 
Corps  of  Military  Police  (27),  Carstairs 
Junction;  Gnr.  T.  A.  Vickers,  R.A.  (25), 
Bamber  Bridge,  Lanes. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  and  ad- 
mitted to  Training. — Pte.  T.  Bice,  Sgt. 
Shea,  Cpl.  Humphrey,  Pte.  Weeks,  Rfmn. 
Franklin,  Pte.  Burns,  Cpl.  Ellis,  Gnr. 
Vickers,  Pte.  Pratt,  Capt.  Spence. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  later  to 
return  to  Training. — Cpl.  Caswell,  Pte. 
Jensen,  Sgmn.   Stevens,  Bdr.  Northwood. 

Discharged  from  Hospital  awaiting 
Repatriation. — Pte.  A.  Williams  (Aus- 
tralia), Pte.  H.  Bishop  (U.S.A.) 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  later  to 
Newington  House. — Spr.  McMillan,  Pte. 
Savage,  Pte.  Lang. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  hoping  to 
take  up  Civilian  Employment. — Cpl. 
Huntley,  L/Cpl.  Wood,  L/Cpl.  Vickery. 

Discharged  from  Hospital,  Returned 
to  Unit.— L.A.C.W.  Bray. 

Hospital  Transfers. — Pte.  J.  Beauge, 
W/O.  H.  Macrea,  Pte.  S.  Southall,  Ft/Sgt. 
B.  McPhee,  Pte.  F.  Swilper,  Cpl.  R. 
Swannell,  Cpl.  J.  Doucet. 

Comforts  Fund 

Congratulations  and  thanks  to  C.P.O. 
Robbins,  Royal  Navy,  who  has  sent  us  a 
cheque  for  £17  12s.  lOd.  as  the  result  of  a 
raffle  for  a  basket,  and  church  collection 
made  on  board  his  ship. 

Very  many  thanks  for  all  those  who  have 
kept  us  up  to  date  with  new  addresses  of 
their  Serving  Sons.  We  hope  it  will 
continue  1 


St.  Dunstan's,  India 

A.  report  by  Lieut. -Col.  Sir  Clutha 
Mackenzie  on  the  first  six  months'  work  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Hostel  for  Indian  7var-blinded,  Dehra 
Dim,  United  Provinces  : 

"  At  the  close  of  the  first  six  months  of 
active  training  work  here,  I  think  a 
considered  view  of  work  for  the  war- 
blinded  men  in  India  would  be  appropriate. 
The  total  number  so  far  reliably  reported 
is  fifty- three,  of  whom  twenty-four  have 
entered  here  and  four  left. 

Western  civilisation  has  made  consider- 
able changes  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the 
people  in  the  commercial  cities  of  Calcutta, 
Bombay,  Madras,  Karachi,  Poona  and  New 
Delhi,  and  some  of  the  larger  Indian 
State  and  district  capitals ;  but  90  per 
cent,  of  India's  four  hundred  millions 
are  still  dwellers  in  their  seven  hundred 
thousand  villages.  Almost  without  exception 
our  men  belong  to  the  small  cultivator  class 
of  Indian  villager.  The  bulk  of  the  villages 
lie  far  from  rail  and  road,  accessible  only  by 
devious  tracks,  useable  only  by  bullock 
carts  or  horses.  The  monsoon  isolates 
many  of  the  villages  for  several  months  ; 
and  for  a  further  three  or  four  months  the 
heat  is  discouraging  to  the  traveller  by  day, 
while  dacoity  (gang  robbery)  and  evil  spirits 
oppress  the  wayfarer  by  night.  Here,  then 
are  various  aspects  of  the  little  nuts  we  have 
to  crack. 

Angle  towards  blindness. — The  funda- 
mental notion  in  the  villages  is  quite  simple  ; 
a  blind  man  can't  do  anything.  Everyone 
in  the  village  knows  it,  and  everyone  before 
them  has  known  it  for  many  generations, 
so  he  is  only  a  foolish  person  who  believes 
otherwise. 

Attitude  towards  the  blind. — This  is  a 
mixture  of  kindness,  callousness,  and 
exploitation.  There  is  no  unanimous  attitude 
as  in  England  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  blind 
man's  family  and  his  community  to  protect 
and  help  him. 

Caste  difficulties. — The  caste  system, 
with  the  collateral  custom  that  the  son 
follows  the  father's  trade,  doing  that  and 
only  that,  makes  them  inelastic  and  un- 
adaptable to  some  extent.  Leather  work  of 
any  kind  belongs  to  the  lowest  caste, 
practically  outcast.  Basketry  is  also  very 
low  caste,  and  weaving  not  much  higher. 
Tradition  has  saddled  the  Indian  with  these 
man-made  handicaps.  There  are  a  dozen 
simple  jobs  about  him  which  he  could  do 
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in  a  twinkling  of  an  eye ;  but  they  are  not 
jobs  for  him.  It  is  the  sweeper,  the  dhobi, 
the  water  carrier  or  the  coolie  whose  tasks 
these  are.  The  soldiers,  by  reason  of  their 
experience  and  training  in  the  Army,  are 
more  ready  to  turn  their  hand  to  things. 

Illiteracy. — Illiteracy  is,  of  course, 
another  factor  limiting  the  scope  of  our 
men.  Almost  all  have  two  languages,  their 
mother  tongues,  of  Tamil,  Mahratti,  Pun- 
jabi, Hindi,  Gurkhali,  etc.,  plus  Urdu,  which 
they  learnt  in  the  Army.  Some,  before  they 
were  blinded,  could  write  in  the  script  of 
their  mother  tongue,  and  about  a  third  of 
them  have  learnt  in  Army  classes  to  write 
elementary  Urdu  in  Roman  script.  About 
three  of  the  men  can  now  type  letters  in 
Roman  Urdu,  and  one,  the  Burman  Karen, 
in  English.  This  may  give  them  a  little 
occupation  in  their  villages  as  letter  writers, 
in  addition  to  adding  to  their  status  as 
possessors  of  typewriters.  It  is  difficult  to 
find  people  who  can  write  letters  to  their 
homes  in  a  script  anyone  in  the  village 
can  read,  and  hard,  too,  to  find  terms  and 
descriptions  they  will  comprehend. 
Prospects  and  Policy 

In  the  face  of  this  somewhat  gloomy 
picture,  it  may  well  be  asked  as  to  how  suc- 
cessful St.  Dunstan's  principles  can  be  in 
their  application  to  the  Indian  war-  blinded. 
Six  months  of  experience  have  not  altered 
the  five-point  policy  with  which  I  began : 

1 .  Giving  the  men  back  their  confidence, 
manliness,  and  personal  independence.  In 
this  we  are  being  definitely  successful. 

2.  Training  the  men  in  simple  village 
trades  they  can  follow  when  they  return 
home.  This  is  going  moderately  well,  but 
we  want  more  trades,  suitable  to  the 
different  castes  and  to  the  supplies  of  material 
and  markets  available.  The  raw  materials 
must  in  general  be  a  product  of  the 
men's  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  their 
finished  articles  the  simple  village  needs. 

3.  Training  in  music  and  recreations. 
This  is  also  going  not  at  all  badly. 

4.  Grants  for  setting  up  the  home 
industries  the  men  have  learnt,  for  housing, 
marriage,  and  other  needs. 

5.  To  look  out  for  men  of  above  average 
character  and  ability,  with  a  view  to 
training  them  for  civilian  blind  welfare 
work,  or  some  outstanding  occupation. 

It  is  clear  that  no  after-care  system  such 
as  we  have  in  England  is  at  all  feasible. 
With   the   present   attitude   of  the   Indian 


people  towards  the  blind,  it  would  be  very 
difficult,  too,  for  men  to  make  their  way  in 
independent  occupations  in  cities.  Our  men, 
however,  are  almost  entirely  attached  to  the 
land.  The  fundamental  wish  of  them  all  is, 
I  think,  to  return  to  their  homes  as  soon 
as  their  training  is  complete. 

Conclusion. — We  are  not  discouraged  by 
all  the  hurdles  and  handicaps  set  out  in  the 
foregoing.  I  knew  of  them  before  we  began. 
The  work  has,  in  fact,  gone  better  than  I 
had  hoped.  My  purpose  has  been  to  give 
a  closer  view  of  out  task  and  its  background. 
Of  this  I  am  certain — that  we  have  done  the 
right  thing  in  starting  our  Indian  Centre. 

New  Commandant  at  Stretton 

Air  Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre,  the  new 
Commandant  at  Church  Stretton,  has  a 
distinguished  record  of  service.  He  qualified 
as  an  engineer,  and  was  employed  in 
experimental  work  by  the  Bristol  Aircraft 
Company.  Although  he  is  only  now  fifty- 
three  years  of  age,  he  was  one  of  the  first 
200  to  obtain  a  Pilot's  Certificate,  and  is 
Senior  Pilot  on  the  Active  List  in  the 
Royal  Air  Force.  He  is  still  serving  in  the 
R.A.F.,  but  has  been  lent  to  St.  Dunstan's 
pending  his  formal  release.  He  was  the  first 
passenger  ever  to  fly  in  a  seaplane  in 
British  waters,  and  the  first  in  the  world  to 
torpedo  and  sink  an  enemy  vessel  from 
an  aeroplane. 

He  served  in  the  Army,  R.N.A.S.  and 
R.F.C.,  2nd  saw  active  service  in  two  wars, 
winning  the  D.S.O.  as  a  pilot  in  1915  and 
the  C.B.E.  as  a  staff  officer  in  France  in 
1940.  He  was  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Turkey 
during  the  first  war,  in  the  same  camp  and 
house  as  "  Sailor "  Doyle,  who  came  to 
St.  Dunstan's  in  May,  1919. 

Air  Commodore  Dacre  spent  some  years 
in  diplomatic  appointments,  and  was  for 
o.ie  year  before  this  war,  and  two  years 
during  this  war,  in  command  at  Halton, 
the  R.A.F.  Central  Technical  Training 
School.  Here  he  had  wide  experience  of 
administration  of  schools  and  hospitals,  of 
teachers  and  students. 

His  wife,  who  is  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  sister, 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  A.T.S.  and 
the  W.A.A.F.  (in  which  she  is  still  serving), 
and  their  only  son,  Flying  Officer  Kenneth 
Dacre,  d.f.c,  who  has  been  missing  for 
over  six  months  and  is  now  presumed  lost, 
was  described  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
of  the  young  intruder  pilots, 
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"  In  JttemorD  " 


Corporal  Annie  Ibbetson,   Women's  Auxiliary  Air  Force 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Annie  Ibbetson,  of  Leeds,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-nine. 

Enlisting  in  the  W.A.A.F.  in  1941,  she  was  invalided  out  two  years  later,  since  when  she  has  been 
practically  bed-ridden,  in  addition  to  her  blindness.  She  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  only  in  January, 
1944,  but,  although  she  had  been  a  St.  Dunstaner  such  a  short  time,  we  had  learned  to  admire  her  patience 
and  fortitude  in  the  face  of  much  suffering. 

At  the  funeral,  the  Girl  Guides'  Association,  of  which  Annie  was  a  prominent  member,  was 
represented  by  the  District  Commissioner  and  a  detachment  of  local  Rangers.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
was  among  the  many  flowers. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  her  mother  in  her  loss. 

Private  Robert  McCluskey,  Royal  Army  Veterinary  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  McCluskey,  of  Crewe. 

He  served  with  the  R.A.V.C.  from  November,  1915,  until  January,  1917,  but  although  his  sight 
was  affected  as  a  result  of  his  service,  he  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's  until  1929.  He  was  trained  as  a 
basket-maker  and  carried  on  this  occupation  until  the  end  of  1941.  Recently  he  had  taken  a  part-time  post 
at  Toe  H,  a  source  of  great  interest  to  him. 

His  death  occurred  very  suddenly.  He  had  called  upon  his  doctor  as  he  was  not  feeling  well,  and 
he  passed  away  in  the  doctor's  surgery. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral 
at  which  his  son,  serving  in  the  Army,  was  given  leave  to  attend, 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  her  son. 

Private  George  B.  Bond,  5th  Australian  Pioneers 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of  G.  B.  Bond,  of  Midland  Junction,  Western  Australia. 

Blinded  near  St.  Quentin,  in  September,  1918,  he  came  to  us  on  January  1st,  1919,  and  left  nine 
months  later  to  return  to  his  own  country,  after  being  trained  as  a  boot  repairer  and  netter.  He  was  not, 
however,  able  to  do  very  much  in  this  direction,  as  he  suffered  from  head  trouble.  He  had  for  several  years 
been  Vice-President  of  the  Western  Australia  Blinded  Soldiers'  Association. 

His  death  took  place  on  June  19th  last,  at  the  age  of  55. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  to  her  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  serving 
in  the  Forces,  as  volunteers. 


Births 

Peters. — To  the  wife  of  W.  Peters,  of 
Huyton,  Liverpool,  on  April  27th,  a  son 
— Robert. 

Stanley. — To  the  wife  of  G.  Stanley,  of 
Market  Harborough  (new  war  St. 
Dunstaner),  a  son — Godfrey  Glynne. 

McClarnan. — To  Mrs.  E.  McClarnan,  of 
Poulton-le-Fylde  (new  war  St.  Dun- 
staner), a  son. 

Blind  Persons'  Pensions 

St.  Dunstaners  are  reminded  that  if  they 
are  drawing  the  Blind  Persons  Pension  and 
their  income  has  increased  since  the  pension 
was  awarded,  they  should  immediately 
notify  the  local  Pensions  Officer  of  the 
Customs  and  Excise,  whose  address  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Post  Office.  In  the  event 
of  the  pension  being  decreased  or  stopped, 
St.  Dunstan's  should  be  advised. 

Missing — now  in  England 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  O'Brien,  of  Skelmersdale, 
whose  youngest  son  has  been  reported 
missing,  have  now  heard  that  he  is  in 
hospital  i  i  England. 

Wanted  to  Purchase 

Child's  Doll's  Pram. — Details  please  to 
C.  Brampton,  4  Hornsey  Lane  Gardens, 
Highgate,  N.6. 


Blinded  Prisoners  of  War 

Blinded  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany  are 
now  housed  at  the  small  spa  of  Soden, 
in  a  former  sanatorium. 

On  March  31st,  the  British  patients 
numbered  fifteen,  of  which  three  are  totally 
blind.  The  senior  British  Medical  Officer  is 
Major  Charters,  who  was  with  the  other 
group  of  blinded  prisoners  of  war  at 
Kloster  Haina,  and  who  have  since  been 
repatriated. 

The  impression  gained  by  a  visiting 
representative  of  the  Protecting  Power  on 
January  20th  was  a  good  one.  The  camp  is 
a  great  improvement  on  Kloster  Haina,  the 
general  atmosphere  being  of  an  ordinary 
hospital,  not  of  one  connected  with 
prisoners  of  war.  Four  to  six  men  share  a 
room,  all  of  which  have  running  water  laid 
on.  The  patients  have  single  spring  beds, 
good  food,  and  are  well  cared  for  by  Roman 
Catholic  Sisters,  who  are  also  accommo- 
dated in  part  of  the  building. 

Major  Charters  says  that  the  German 
doctor  in  command  gives  every  possible 
assistance  in  the  circumstances. 

It  is  hoped  the  Braille  School  will  be 
re-established  shortly. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Double  Handicap 

A  MAN  who  had  lost  both  his  eyes  and  one  hand  successfully  worked  a  lathe  at  the 
Back  to  Work  exhibition  in  London  recently.  His  work  was  commended  and  he 
is  now  in  employment.  Another  St.  Dunstaner  who  has  lost  a  hand  has  been  placed 
in  employment  as  a  lift  operator.  He  is  doing  well.  A  third  is  just  starting  work  as  a  telephone 
operator.  He  has  mastered  the  switch  board  and  writes  shorthand  with  one  hand.  Other 
one-handed  St.  Dunstaners  are  training  for  a  variety  of  occupations  and  to  enjoy  a  number 
of  hobbies. 

For  the  men  who  have  lost  both  their  hands  as  well  as  their  eyesight  there  is  progress 
also,  though  it  is  at  present  slow  and  difficult.  A  few  have  repeater  watches  in  a  specially 
designed  case,  with  a  plunger  that  can  be  operated  by  pressure  while  the  watch  is  in  the 
pocket.  We  are  trying  to  get  more  of  these  watches,  so  that  each  man  may  have  one  as 
quickly  as  possible.  We  are  experimenting  with  a  Talking  Book  machine,  which  the  handless 
man  can  work  himself.  We  have  made  one  model,  which  is  being  used  by  one  St.  Dunstaner. 
It  is  fairly  successful  for  a  first  design,  but  we  are  hoping  greatly  to  improve  future  models. 
One  man,  who  has  practically  a  double  amputation,  is  learning  to  play  the  trombone. 
Others,  who  have  musical  talent,  will  no  doubt  follow  with  this  instrument  or  others  that 
are  specially  suitable  or  can  be  adapted.  We  are  making  a  special  study  of  artificial  limbs, 
and  are  trying  to  equip  our  own  workshop  to  carry  out  experimental  work  to  make  them 
more  useful  to  our  single  and  double  amputation  cases.  It  does  not  follow  that  artificial 
limbs  designed  for  the  sighted  are  necessarily  best  for  the  blind,  and  we  may  have  to  do 
some  original  work  on  this  subject. 

We  are  hoping  to  place  a  handless  man  as  a  lift  operator,  and  our  Experimental  Workshop 
has  reached  an  advanced  stage  in  collaboration  with  the  General  Post  Office  engineers  in 
the  construction  of  a  dummy  semi-automatic  telephone  switchboard  to  test  the  possibilities 
of  telephone  operating  for  a  handless  man. 

Recently  I  had  a  talk  with  all  the  men  whose  hands  have  been  damaged  or  have  been 
amputated,  in  our  Hospital  ar*d  at  our  Training  Centre,  so  as  to  try  and  inform  myself  of 
their  personal  difficulties.  I  hope  that  a  number  of  inventions — some  small  and  simple,  some 
much  more  elaborate — will  emerge  from  the  ideas  I  have  collected  and  the  thought  my  staff 
and  I  are  giving  to  this  very  important  subject. 
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This  morning  I  had  a  talk  by  means  of  the  hand  language  with  a  man  who  is  totally 
blind  and  totally  deaf.  He  was  impatient  when  I  sought  to  discuss  his  own  affairs.  "  Tell 
me  about  the  invasion,"  he  said,  "  I  wish  I  was  in  it."  I  am  going  to  see  him  to-morrow  to 
condense  the  news  for  him. 

I  remember  with  pride  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  old  war  who  conquered  two 
disabilities,  namely,  blindness  and  the  loss  of  limbs  or  hearing.  I  am  sure  St.  Dunstaners, 
as  a  whole,  will  agree  with  me  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  special  care,  special  thought  and 
special  expense  must  be  spared  to  help  the  fellows  who  come  out  of  this  war  with  double 
disabilities  to  as  active  a  life  as  may  be  possible.  Unfortunately,  there  is  much  a  higher 
proportion  of  them  this  time  than  last,  but  nothing  will  defeat  their  wonderful  spirit. 

IAN  FRASER, 


Honours 

Many  congratulations  to  the  Rev.  Geoffrey 
Treglown,  now  at  St.  Dunstan's,  Church 
Stretton,  who  has  been  awarded  the 
M.B.E.  for  his  bravery  and  initiative  when 
a  stick  of  gelignite  fell  near  him  during 
operations  in  this  country.  With  other 
officers,  he  was  crawling  through  a  ditch 
when  the  gelignite  fell  into  the  ditch. 
Realising  that  all  officers  around  him  would 
be  liable  to  very  serious  injury,  he  deliber- 
ately picked  it  up,  but  before  he  could  throw 
it  clear  the  charge  exploded,  causing  him 
serious  injury.  The  Rev.  Treglown,  was  a 
Methodist  Army  Chaplain.  His  injuries,  in 
addition  to  the  loss  of  his  sight,  include  the 
loss  of  his  right  hand  .and  other  wounds 
in  his  left  hand.  His  home  is  in  Cornwall, 
but  he  was  a  minister  in  Ilford  before 
joining  up. 

•        •        • 

Our  congratulations,  too,  to  Acting  Wing 
Commander  David  Mawhood,  R.A.F.O., 
who  has  been  mentioned  in  despatches  in 
the  Honours  List,  recently  published.  As 
Flying  Officer  David  Mawhood  he  came  to 
us  at  Brighton  in  the  early  days  of  this  war, 
but  recovered  enough  sight  to  return  to  the 
Royal  Air  Force. 

St.  Dunstan's  Student  Gets  a  First 

At  Cambridge  on  Tuesday,  June  20th, 
Flying  Officer  E.  K.  Kitson  was  awarded 
a  first  class  Honours  Degree  in  Law.  After 
he  was  blinded  in  action  in  1940,  Flying 
Officer  Kitson  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  to 
study  braille  and  typewriting,  and  undertake 
preliminary  economics  and  law  reading 
before  proceeding  to  Corpus  Christi  College 
at  Cambridge  University. 

We  offer  him  our  warm  congratulations. 


Other  News 

Air  Commodore  Patrick  Huskinson,  the 
bomb  expert,  who  was  blinded  in  a  London 
air  raid,  and  is  now  engaged  at  the  Air 
Ministry  on  work  of  the  highest  importance, 
has  just  visited  the  United  States  for 
secret  conferences  with  American  experts. 
Mrs.  Roosevelt  said,  after  meeting  him  : 
"  He  is  an  inspiration  to  all  who  meet  him." 
•        *        • 

A  pamphlet  by  F.  Le  Gros  Clerk  has  just 
been  issued  by  the  "  Russia  To-day  Society  " 
on  "  The  Care  of  the  Blind  in  Soviet  Russia," 
and  shows  how  the  Soviet  Government  has 
attacked  the  problem  of  blindness  in  recent 
years.  As  recently  as  1926  the  number  of 
blind  people  had  fallen  to  234,000,  and  since 
then  there  has  been  a  much  bigger  reduction 
in  their  total  number. 

Many  congratulations  to  C.  J.  Walker,  of 
Hanwell,  who  has  recently  passed  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  "  M "  course  in 
Production  Planning.  His  subjects  were 
general  principles  of  foremanship  and 
supervision ;  elements  of  labour  manage- 
ment, and  costing  and  remuneration. 

V.  Dale,  of  Midhurst,  was  very  busy 
organising  a  Draw  in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  St.  John  Fund  when  we  last  heard  of 
him.  He  had  given  a  lady's  B.S.A.  bicycle, 
fully  equipped,  as  the  prize,  and  with 
another  ten  days  to  go  it  had  already  raised 
£55  against  a  target  of  £100. 

J.  W.  Boothman,  of  Salford,  has  won  the 
first  prize  three  times  in  six  weeks  at  various 
whist  drives. 

A  mat  with  a  red,  white  and  blue  centre 
piece,  and  a  "  V  "  in  blue,  made  by  A.  W. 
Ballard,  of  Sherwood,  Nottingham,  realised 
£5  18s.  6d.  for  the  Red  Cross  Prisoners  of 
War  Fund. 
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The  Derby  Sweepstake,  1944 

The  draw  for  the  Derby  Sweepstake  took 
place  at  9-11  Park  Crescent  on  Wednesday, 
June  14th,  and  was  made  by  St.  Dunstaners 
F.  Cook,  of  Rainham  (new  war)  and  "  Tiny  " 
Northcott.  Many  members  of  the  staff  were 
present,  including  Messrs.  Ottaway,  Mace 
and  Payne,  Miss  Morrah,  Miss  Wilson,  and 
the  Editor  of  the  Review. 

The  result  of  the  draw  was  as  follows  : 

Horse  Ticket  No.  Name 

Abbott's  Fell       1459     J.  McDonough,  Birming- 
ham. 
Blue  Archer        1697     L.  Northwood,  Church 

Stretton 
Effervescence     1526     R.  W.  Shave,  Osmington 
Fair  Glint  1321     W.  H.  Giles,  Wolverhamp- 

ton 
Garden  Path  1     A.  Charman,  Ewell 

Great  Auk  1403     E.  S.  Hayter,  Kingston 

Growing  1794     C.  Chadwick,  Church 

Confidence  Stretton 

High  Profit         1210     J.  H.  W.  Porter,.Bury  St. 

Edmunds 
Happy  Landing      556,    G.  E.  G.  Rushton,  Culler- 
coats. 
His  Excellency     524    D.  Munro,  Yeovil 
Hyder  Ali  780     H.  E.  Preedy,  N.16 

Lord  Bobs  1135     J.  E.  Bell,  Canvey 

Mustang  1419     S.  Duncan,  Carshalton 

Ocean  Swell        1408     E.  S.  Hayter,  Kingston 
Orestes  1038    A.  Burrell,  Keniey 

Rameses  129     S.  Catlow,  Nelson 

Rockefella  1072    V.  Alderson,  Baildon 

Royal  Arch         1450    W.  Judd,  Hillingdon 
Ruthless  905     G.  Hill,  Gloucester 

Salver  65     C.  E.   Temperton,   West- 

house 
St.  Athans  19     F.  G.  Trendall,  Penn. 

Tehran  540     G.  A.  Millen,  Bibury 

The  Solicitor        705     T.  Cheal,  Saltford 
Treble  Crown        940     W.  Shute,  Braintree 
Vigorous  1815    W.  T.  Scott,  Streatham 

Wood  Cot  595     T.  S.  Millard,  New 

Tredegar 
The  Field  1181     T.  Thorpe,  Torrisholme 

This  year's  competition  had  an  excellent 
result.  1,825  tickets  were  sold — a  total  of 
£228  2s.  6d.  As  announced  in  the  April 
Review,  10  per  cent,  was  devoted  to  the 
Comforts  Fund,  which  therefore  benefits 
to  the  extent  of  £22  16s.  3d.  After  deducting 
£5  6s.  3d.  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  and 
postage,  a  balance  of  £200  was  left  to  be 
distributed  in  accordance  with  the  printed 
rules. 

First  (50%)    £100    E.  S.  Hayter,  Kingston. 
Second  (20%)  £40      G.  A.  Millen,  Bibury. 
Third  (10%)  £20       G.  E.  G.  Rushton, 

Cullercoats. 

Effervescence,  Great  Auk,  Rockefella, 
Ruthless  and  Vigorous  did  not  start  in  the 


race.  Holders  of  tickets  for  the  remaining 
seventeen  runners  share  £40  and  receive 
£2  7s.  each,  leaving  a  balance  of  Is.,  which 
has  been  added  to  the  Comforts  Fund. 

The  three  big  prizes  are  being  paid  in 
National  Savings  certificates. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "St.-  Dun  Stan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  Chairman  on  his  fine 
article  and  report,  contained  in  the  recent 
issue  of  the  Review.  It  is  very  gratifying  to 
all  St.  Dunstaners  to  know  that,  after  so 
many  years  of  effort,  St.  Dunstan's  still 
stands  high  in  the  public  mind.  Great  credit 
for  all  this  is  due  to  the  Chairman  for  his 
unselfish  efforts  on  our  behalf.  The  excellent 
work  of  Mr.  Askew  and  his  staff  are  greatly 
commendable.  I  was  interested  to  note  that 
the  training  of  the  men  now  includes  such 
subjects  as  history,  geography,  etc.  I 
consider  this  is  a  fine  idea,  and  my  only 
regret  is  that  such  lectures  were  not  avail- 
able to  us  during  the  period  of  my  training. 
A  fertile  and  seeking  mind  is  a  great  asset 
to  the  sightless  person,  and  I  feel  that  much 
good  should  come  from  the  adoption  of 
these  matters  in  the  scheme  of  training. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Guildford.  R.  E.  L. 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

A  friend  of  mine  has  for  some  years  been 
carrying  on  the  business  of  raising  pigs. 
Each  year  he  has  made  a  loss.  Since  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  quota  system, 
the  restriction  on  production,  together  with 
compensation,  he  has  for  the  first  time 
made  a  profit  by  not  raising  pigs.  My 
business  is  "  wonky."  I  thought,  therefore, 
that  I  too  might  go  into  the  business  of  not 
raising  pigs.  I  therefore  seek  your  advice  as 
an  expert.  Could  you  please  advise  me  what 
breed  of  pig  is  the  most  profitable  not  to 
raise  ?  Could  you  advise  me  as  to  the  best 
district  in  which  not  to  raise  pigs  ?  Also  as 
to  the  best  type  of  food  on  which  not  to 
raise  them?  I  am  not  a  greedy  man,  and 
for  the  first  year  I  would  be  content  not  to 
raise  about  200  pigs.  But  I  hope,  in  a  few 
years,  with  the  expansion  which  attends  all 
good  businesses,  not  to  raise  about  2,000 
pigs.  Yours,  etc., 

Ambitious  St.  Dunstaner. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

What  delightful  things  friends  think  of  to 
do  for  us!  An  Ordnance  Factory  in  the 
West  not  only  collected  £100  for  St. 
Dunstan's,  but  invited  a  deputation  down 
to  receive  it.  Paddy  Campbell  (with  us 
again  for  further  training),  Llewellyn 
Davies  and  Tommy  Gaygen  went  down  anci 
were  royally  entertained — tea  with  the 
Lord  Mayor  in  his  parlour,  theatre  and 
overseas  club,  etc.  People  are  kind. 

On  Saturday,  May  20th,  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford  took  a  confirmation  in  Longmynd 
Hut ;  we  always  appreciate  his  visits  and 
interest.  The  Rev.  G.  Treglown,  c.f. 
(Methodist),  a  patient  at  Tiger  Hall,  also 
attended,  and  has  been  helping  our  Padre, 
preaching  one  Sunday  at  both  Longmynd 
and  Brockhurst. 

Brockhurst  organised  a  wonderful 
Treasure  Hunt  one  Saturday  ;  Jock  Steele 
and  his  daughter  Alison  secured  practically 
all  the  fifteen  items,  including  a  bottle  of 
beer,  a  fresh  laid  egg,  a  half-knitted  sock 
on  its  needles,  two  Is.  bus  tickets,  and  an 
•uncooked  sausage!  After  refreshments  and 
games,  four  teams  stood  up  to  a  Quiz, 
Brockhurst  Staff  coming  out  first ;  has 
everyone  now  discovered  who  was  the 
father  of  Zebedee's  two  sons? 

Another  welcome  to  our  faithful  friends, 
the  Croft  Hermits  Repertory  Company,  of 
Shrewsbury,  in  "  Passing  Brompton  Road." 
Whether  in  tragedy,  drama,  farce  or  thriller 
they  never  fail  to  hold  their  audience. 
Many  thanks. 

Two  Ensa  all-feminine  castes  (Al)  have 
given  us  excellent  shows,  the  first  being  the 
play  "  Nine  Till  Six."  The  second  one  was 
a  triple  bill :  "  Women  of  the  Jury,"  a 
social  plot,  "  A  Mirror  to  Elizabeth,"  an 
historical  setting  ;  and  "  The  Goose  Chase," 
a  domestic  comedy.  All  six  players  "  put 
across  "  just  the  right  atmosphere  in  each 
very  different  case  very  successfully. 

The  Musical  Circle  arranged  a  delightful 
C.E.M.A.  evening  in  Longmynd  Hut,  when 
Geoffrey  Dams,  tenor,  ensured  our  enjoy- 
ment, ably  assisted  by  Miss  Ethel  Davies, 
contralto,  and  Miss  Ethel  Cook,  a  "  wizard  " 
pianist ;  it  was  lovely  to  hear  many  old 
favourites   so   perfectly   rendered. 

Then  dances  galore  :  R.A.O.C.  Nesscliffes 
Band  at  the  Hall ;  Toe  H  at  Morris's  Ball- 
room, Shrewsbury  ;  Pioneer  Band  at  the 
Hall ;  the  I.T.C.  Band,  and  again  at  Ludlow 


Ladies  Hall/  etc.  Whit  Monday  was  a 
holiday  (what  did  the  thermometer  rise  to  ?), 
when  some  availed  themselves  of  the  bus, 
cinema,  tea  and  dance  (Ternhill  Band)  at 
Ludlow.  Others  sought  the  fresher  air  of 
the  hills  ;  Brockhurst  swimming  pool  was 
very  popular. 

In  the  summer  young  men's  fancy  lightly 
turns  to  thoughts  of — sports  ;  a  Committee 
has  been  formed  to  organise  practices,  not 
only  for  beating  past  records,  but  also  -for 
providing  fitness  and  enjoyment  meanwhile. 

A  special  visitor  has  been  Mr.  M."S.  Ell, 
who  lost  both  arms  in  Loos  in  1915,  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  subsequently  repat- 
riated :  he  evidently  fully  enjoys  life, 
including  his  old  career  of  chartered 
accountant,  and  is  "  persona  grata  " — and  a 
help — to  those  here  under  similar  handicaps. 

Three  trainees  have  left  us  :  Fred  Mills 
to  take  up  market  gardening  under  T.  H. 
Cheal,  an  old  St.  Dunstaner ;  P.  Clarke, 
to  industrial  work  in  London  ;  and  A. 
Wiggles  worth,  who  will  shortly  be  taking 
up  work  as  a  telephonist. 

The   Rev.   Dennis   Pettitt  was   ordained 

Priest  at  Peterborough  Cathedral  on  Trinity 

Sunday — he  was  so  welcome  a  visitor  last 

summer,  we  must  try  and  lure  him  back. 

•         *         • 

We  welcome  to  our  ranks  S.  A.  Belsham, 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  who  was 
blinded  in  an  air  raid,  but  who  will  not  be 
able  to  come  to  Church  Stretton  for 
training.  A  last  war  St.  Dunstaner,  T. 
Floyd,  is  teaching  him  braille,  and  he  is 
making  fine  progress. 

More    Prisoners    of    War    Return 

Three  St.  Dunstaners  from  German 
prison  camps  were  among  the  party  of 
repatriated  prisoners  of  war  who  recently 
arrived  in  this  country.  They  were  L-Cpl.  W. 
Atherton,  of  Widries,  Pte.  R.  D.  Adams,  of 
Redhill,  and  W-Bdr.  H.  Butler,  of  Edgware. 
At  Liverpool,  to  meet  them,  was  Air 
Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre,  Commandant  at 
Church  Stretton,  and  Matron  Pain,  who 
were  accompanied  by  Pte.  Stanley  Hart,  of 
Liverpool,  who  was  himself  among  the 
blinded  prisoners  of  war  repatriated  last 
November,  and  who  is  now  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Awaiting  Discharge 

Horace  Sheppard,  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner,  of  Warminster,  has  been 
wounded  and  is  now  awaiting  his  discharge, 
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From  "  Reynold's  News"  May  28th — 
Illegal  Newspaper  in  Braille 

An  underground  newspaper  in  braille  for 
the  benefit  of  blind  people  is  the  latest  feat 
of  the  Danish  Patriots,  Stockholm  Radio 
has  reported. 

The  State  Home  for  Blind  Persons  in 
Odensgade,  Copenhagen,  was  visited  by  the 
Patriots,  who  persuaded  the  blind  printers 
there  to  produce  several  sheets  in  braille 
characters.  They  paid  for  the  material  used 
and  for  the  work  done. 

The  Gestapo  learned  of  the  incident  when 
they  discovered  some  of  the  braille  news- 
papers. But  no  trace  of  the  Patriots  could 
be  found. 

Golden  Wedding 

Heartiest  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  Southen,  of  Folkestone,  whom,  we  hear, 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary 
on  May  22nd  of  last  year. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who  are 
celebrating  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Firth,  Heswall,  April  15th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Tremble,  Knaresborough, 
May  17th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  F.  Williamson, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  May  19th;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Collyer,  Kingsbury,  May  20th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  Hammett,  Carterton, 
May  31st;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Nelson, 
Trowbridge,  June  1st ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Colclough,  Hanley,  June  1st ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  Hayes,  Nottingham,  June  7th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Pidcock,  East  Leake,  June  9th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Gaffney,  Salford,  June 
14th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Saxon,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  June  16th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Gover, 
Acton,  July  12th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Squires, 
Ringwood,  August  2nd. 

And  two  silver  weddings  which  have  only 
just  cpme  to  our  notice :  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Gunn,  Gravesend,  July,  1942  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Pearson,  Prestwich, 
October  3rd,  1942. 

From  New  South  Wales 

The  following  cable  has  been  received 
from  Captain  Gilbert  Nobbs,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Blinded  Soldiers'  Committee  : 

"  N.S.W.  Blinded  Soldiers  of  1939  war 
at  second  Victory  Dinner  celebrating 
Victory  over  Blindness  send  greetings  to 
St,  Dunstaners," 


American  War-Blinded 

The  "  Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  published 
in  New  York,  writes  : 

As  we  go  to  press,  we  learn  that  plans  to 
train  the  war-blind  have  been  announced  by 
Secretary  of  State  of  War,  Henry  L. 
Stimson. 

Men  blinded  in  the  war  will  receive  social 
adjustment  training  at  a  new  Army  medical 
centre  before  their  release. 

Under  an  agreement  among  the  Army, 
Navy,  War  Manpower  Commission  and 
Veterans'  Administration,  the  Army  will 
establish  the  centre  for  blinded  veterans  of 
all  the  armed  services.  It  will  be  directed 
by  Col.  Frederic  Thorn e,  eye-specialist,  now 
on  duty  at  Valley  Forge  General  Hospital. 

Mr.  Stimson  said  that,  thus  far,  seventy- 
three  men  had  been  totally  blinded  in  the 
war,  seventy  in  the  Army  and  three  in  the 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps. 

It  will  be  recalled  that,  by  an  arrangement 
with  St.  Dunstan's,  Americans  blinded  -in 
the  European  theatre  of  war  may  come  to 
St.  Dunstan's  for  a  period,  prior  to  their 
return  to  the  United  States,  and  a  number 
have  already  done  so. 

Leading  ophthalmic  and  general  surgeons 
from  the  United  States  have  visited  St. 
Dunstan's  in  the  past  two  years.  All  have 
been  impressed  with  the  methods  and 
effects  of  the  training  given  to  our  men. 

Old  Razor  Blades 

A  St.  Dunstaner  sends  us  this  tip  for 
lengthening  the  life  of  old  razor  blades. 
Many  readers  will  know  that  they  can  be 
sharpened  on  a  tumbler,  but  he  suggests 
that  the  tumbler  should  be  filled  with  warm 
water,  so  that  when  the  blade  is  being 
rubbed  it  is  immersed.  Rub  very  firmly  in 
the  centre  of  the  blade  with  a  circular  or  up 
and  down  motion.  After  rubbing  for  a 
minute  or  so  press  evenly  in  the  centre. 

What  to  do  with  Corsets 

Sir  Walter  Womersley,  the  Minister  of 
Pensions,  recently  received  the  following 
letter  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Would  you  send  me  a 
permit  for  corsets  as  my  Approved  Society 
referred  me  to  you." 

The  Staff  Journal  of  the  Ministry  com- 
ments :  "  Our  instructions  did  not  cover  the 
disposal  of  this  application,  but  the  pro- 
cedure is  now  being  tightened  up  !  " 
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Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Geoffrey,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Stanners,  of  High  Wycombe,  has  been  four 
times  mentioned  in  despatches  and  has  now 
got  his  oak  leaves.  He  has  also  been 
recommended  for  the  Military  Medal. 

•  •        • 

Francis  Durkin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Durkin,  who  joined  the  Royal  Air  Force  as 
a  Boy  Apprentice,  has  been  released  by  the 
R.A.F.  to  allow  him  to  take  up-  a  civilian 
appointment  as  a  Ground  Engineer  with 
the  British  Overseas  Airways  Corporation 
in  Cairo.  The  appointment  is  a  most 
important  and  remunerative  one,  and  carries 
with  it  a  good  pension,  excellent  leave  with 
full  pay,  and,  when  the  war  is  over,  facilities 
for  his  wife  to  join  him.  He  is  only  twenty- 

three-  *        *        * 

A  Military  Correspondent  in  the  Romford 
Times  wrote  that  he  had  met  Gunner  Gordon 
Boultwood  in  a  leave  camp  on  the  shores 
of  the  Meditteranean.  Gordon,  who  was 
always  a  keen  footballer,  told  him  that  in  the 
Middle  East,  if  you  want  to  play,  you  have 
to  set  to  work  with  the  shovel,  saw  and 
nails  and  make  your  own  .goals  and  pitch. 

•  *        * 

Christine  McLoughlin,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  J.  McLoughlin,  of  Dublin,  only 
just  missed  winning  the  Solo  Singing 
Competition  for  her  section  in  the  All 
Ireland  Open  Musical  Competition.  In  view 
of  her  age — she  will  still  be  eligible  for 
another  four  years — her  performance  was 
excellent.  •        *        * 

Charlie  Watts  (Montrose),  son  of  our  late 
St.  Dunstaner,  who  has  been  fourteen  years 
in  America,  has  arrived  in  this  country  with 
a  contingent  of  Americans. 

•  *        * 

News  from  G.  Genet,  of  Christchurch, 
New  Zealand,  of  his  family's  part  in  winning 
this  war.  His  eldest  son  is  overseas  with  the' 
Army,  the  second  is  in  the  Navy  working 
for  a  commission,  and  the  youngest  one  is 
waiting  to  be  called  for  the  Air  Force.  His 
daughter  has  been  accepted  for  service 
overseas  with  the  Nursing  Division. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  great  regret  that 
John  Chambers,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chambers,  of  Manchester,  has  been  reported 
missing  on  operations  between  May  11th 
and  12th, 


Wounded 

Dunstan  Champniss,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Champniss,  of  Bobingdon,  who  is  in  the 
Royal  Navy,  has  been  wounded  in  the 
invasion  of  Europe  and  is  now  in  hospital 
in  this  country. 

Marriages 

Laura  Elizabeth  Thompson  (London, 
W.9),  on  May  2nd,  to  Flying  Officer  P.  J. 
Shuter. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Jordan 
(Norbury),  on  April  5th,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Stares. 

William  Raymond  Rodgers  (Barrow-in- 
Furness),  to  Miss  Marian  Fallowfield-Joel, 
on  April  12th  ;  and  L.A.C.  Augustus  Henry 
Rodgers  to  Miss  Margaret  Venton,  on 
April  19th. 

Peggy  Chaffin  (Leighton  Buzzard),  a 
Sergeant  in  the  A.T.S.,  attached  Royal  Corps 
of  Signals,  to  Company  Sergt.  Major  Joseph 
Simonite,  also  of  the  Royal  Corps  of 
Signals.  The  wedding  took  place  in  Egypt 
on  April  1st. 

Madge  Temperton  (Carnforth)  to  Wilfred 
Silverwood,  R.N.,  on  May  10th. 

Molly  Paterson  (Thirsk)  to  L-Cpl.  E.  A. 
Smith,  R.E.M.E. 

Marie  Rose  Collinge  (Blackpool),  on  May 
17th,  to  William  Godbold,  Merchant  Navy. 

Marine  N.  A.  Cashmore  (Handsworth),  on 
May  6th,  to  Miss  Dorothy  Worrad. 

Dorothy  Joyce  Wainman  (Hessle),  on 
April  18th,  to  Edward  Moody. 

Cpl.  Instr.  Alfred  Bishop  (Peacehaven),  on 
June  17th,  to  Myra  Smith,  W.A.A.F. 

Eileen,  his  sister,  was  married  to  Laurence 
Griffiths  in  November,  1941. 

Mavis  Rees  (Stansted),  on  May  20th. 

Tom  Moore  (Folkestone)  to  Miss  Joan 
Taylor,  of  Chatham,  on  February  22nd. 

Tall  Stories 

According  to  a  writer  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  Spectator,  some  curious  history  is 
being  retailed  to  American  soldiers  by 
uninformed  if  good  intentioned  guides  to 
London's  historic  buildings.  Among  the 
statements  the  writer  has  heard  are  that 
St.  Dunstan's  chapel  is  much  frequented 
by  the  blind  ;  the  Whispering  Gallery  is 
where  the  Dean  stands  to  speak  to  the 
people,  and  that  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
played  the  organ  at  Westminster  Abbey. 
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Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Barley,  Pte.  J.,  N.C.I.D. 

Bentley,  O/S;  W.  (Gorton),  Royal  Navy. 

Best,  Trooper,  L.  W.,  Royal  Tank  Regt. 

Best,  Pte.  N.  A.,  Royal  West  Kent  Regt. 

Brockie,  Pte*.  E.  H. 

Buchanan,  Cpl.  H.  E.  (Wood  Green),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Campbell,  May,  W.R.N.  S. 
Colclough,  A.B.A.,  Royal  Navy. 
Cook,  Joan  (Walthamstow),  W.R.N.S. 
Dennis,  Wren  Daphne  (Portsmouth,)  W.R.N.S. 
Dennis,  L/Cpl.  R.  A.  G.  (Portsmouth),  R.E.M.A. 
Duncan,  Sergt.  D.  A.  (Carshalton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Edwards,  A-Mc.  S.  J.  (Tottenham),  Royal  Navy. 
Fearn,  Pte.  G.,  Lancashire  Regt. 
Floyd,  L.A.C.  J.  D.  A.,  R.C.A.F. 
Gibson,    Alan    (New    South    Wales,    Australia), 

Australian  Air  Force. 
Greaves,  S/Leader  D.  W.,  Royal  Navy. 
Greenacre    Pte.  A.,  P.T.W. 
Greenacre,  Gnr.  R.,  Military  Hospital. 
Hill,  Ethel  (Tideswell),  A.T.S. 
Jackson,  A.C.  T.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Jackson,  Driver  P.,  R.A.S.C. 
Jolly,  Cpl.  A.  (East  Ham),  Royal  West  Keflts. 

Kirk,  Rifleman  C.  T.  (Lancing),  K.R.R.C. 

Kirk,  A.C.I  J.  A.  (Lancing),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Marshall,  P-O.  C.  L.  (Southchurch),  Royal  Navy. 

Marshall,  Cpl.  P.  (Southchurch),  Royal  Artillery. 

Nichols,  L.A.C.  Peter  (Colindale),  Royal  Air  Force. 

O'Brien,  Pte.  E.  (Skelmersdale),. R.A.S.C. 

O'Brien,   Pte.    F.   D.    (Skelmersdale),   Hampshire 
Regt. 

O'Hara,  Gunner  P.  (Clara),  Royal  Artillery. 

Parnell,  Marine  J.  A.,  Royal  Marines. 

Polley,  Pte.  G.  J. 

Scally,,  Marine  John,  Royal  Marines. 

Scott,  L.A.C.  Leslie  (Langley),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Sheppard,  A.C. 2  C.  (Warminster),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Sheppard,   Sapper  K.   (Warminster),   Royal 
Engineers. 

Shread,  Ldng.  W-M.  J.,R.  (Royal  Navy). 

Smith,  A.C.2  W.  (Golcar),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Stephenson,  A.B.  (Gillingham),  Royal  Navy. 

Stevenson,  Pte.  A.  F.   (Brighton),  Royal  Sussex 
Regt. 

Stevenson,  L.A.C.  E.  A.  (Brighton),  Royal  Air 
Force. 

Stock,  Pte.  E.  H.  (Ross-on-Wye),  I.T.C. 

Taylor,  A.  G.  (Lye),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Taylor,  Sgt.  H.  D.  (Lye),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Trendell,  Trooper  I.  A.,  Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry 

Whitham,  A.C.W.  E.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Whitham,  Pte.  R.,  D.W.  Regt. 

Whittingslow,  John,  Royal  Navy. 

Wilkie,  Rfmn.  E.  (Horninglow),  The  Cameronians. 

Williams,  Sergt.  H.  B.  (Hampton),  Royal  Artillery. 


A  third  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Green- 
acre, of  Dunstable,  has  been  directed  to  the 
mines.  Good  luck  to  our  first  "  Bevin  boy." 


Promotions 

Leslie  Wild,  son  of  the  late  A.  Wild,  and 
Mrs.  Wild,  to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the 
Royal  Marines. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Attrell,  of 
Polegate,  to  Staff  Sergeant. 

Peter  Cox,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Cox, 
of  Bedhampton,  to  Petty  Officer. 

Leslie  and  Sidney  Back,  sons  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Back,  of  Teignmouth,  both  to 
Petty  Officers. 

The  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leeman,  of  Louth,  to  the  rank  of  First 
Officer  in  the  Merchant  Navy. 

Robin  Nash,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Nash,  of  St.  Leonard's,  is  now  a  Leading 
Motor  Mechanic,  acting  Petty  Officer. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Abbey, 
Lightwater,  to  Leading  Wren. 

Jack,  son  of  the  late  W.  J.  Sim,  and  Mrs. 
Sim,  of  Aberdeen,  to  Petty  Officer. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Anderson,  of  Letham,  to  Flight  Mechanic. 

John  Floyd,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Floyd,  of  Broadway,  Worcs.,  to  Leading 
Aircraftman. 

Arthur  Bailey,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Bailey,  of  Ramsgate,  to  a  First  Lieutenant. 

The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Firth, 
of  Heswall,  to  the  rank  of  full  Lieutenant  in 
the  Royal  Artillery. 

Edward  Brazier,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Brazier,  of  Heme  Bay,  to  Leading  Aircraft- 
man, R.A.F. 

Canine  Notes 

My  friend,  Mr.  Frank  Warren,  of 
Illinios,  U.S.A.,  who  is  a  manufacturer  of 
dog  foods,  gives  me  some  interesting  facts 
about  the  state  of  dogdom  in  that  country. 
What  surprises  me  most  is  the  varied  and 
valuable  ingredients  which  are  included  (or 
were)  in  his  dog  food.  Here  they  are  : 

Dehydrated  meat,  liver  meal,  fish  meal, 
toasted  flaked  wheat  with  barley  malt,  oil 
meal,  alfalfa  leaf  meal,  dried  tomato  pulp, 
bone  meal,  cod  liver  oil,  brewer's-type 
yeast,  wheat  bran,  and  sodium  chloride. 

H.  Marsden. 
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4  In  JftemoiD, ' 


Private  Sidney  Evans,  Rqya/  Army  Medical  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  S.  Evans,  of  Bispham,  which  occurred  at  our  Blackpool 
Home  on  April  21st. 

Enlisting  on  October  5th,  1914,  he  was  wounded  at  Cambrai,  in  October,  1918,  and  came  to  St. 
Dunstan's  soon  afterwards.  He  was  trained  as  a  basket  maker  and  carried  on  with  this  until  1941,  although 
his  health  at  all  times  was  not  good.  For  many  months  before  his  death  he  was  a  very  sick  man.  During  a  stay 
at  our  Home  at  Blackpool  he  suddenly  collapsed  and  died  soon  afterwards. 

He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  little  churchyard  of  Bispham  Village  Church,  and  the  many  wreaths  included 
one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  another  from  all  at  the  Blackpool  Home. 
St.  Dunstaner  G.  Birkett,  who  was  his  very  good  friend,  represented  Our  men  at  the  Blackpool  Home,  and 
Sisters  Berry  and  Gornall  also  attended.  Matron  Vaughan  Davies  represented  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Evans,  who  is  herself  recovering  from  a  very  serious  illness, 
and  to  her  daughter  in  their  great  loss.  ; 

Private  G.  Butts,  1-5th  Welsh  Regiment 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  G.  Butts,  of  Mountain  Ash. 

He  had  been  in  the  Army  for  eleven  months  when  war  broke  out  in  1914,  and  he  was  wounded  at 
Gaza  in  May,  1917. 

At  St.  Dunstan's  he  was  trained  in  boot  repairing  and  mat-making,  concentrating  on  the  latter. 

He  had  suffered  for  many  weeks  before  his  death  on  April  24th,  at  the  home  of  his  brother  and 
sister-in-law,  with  whom  he  had  lived  since  1936. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Mountain  Ash,  and  among  the  many  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  and 
his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack  and  four  of  his  many  friends  acted 
as  bearers.. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  brother  and  sister-in-law  in  their  bereavement. 

William  Moynihan,  Royal  Air  Force 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  W.  Moynihan,  of  Cork.. 

Although  he  was  only  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  benefits  on  February  8th  of  this  year,  he  had  served 
with  the  R.A.F.  from  1917  to  1919.  When  he  came  under  our  notice,  he  was  too  old  for  training  arid,  in 
addition  to  blindness,  suffering  from  heart  trouble.  He  died  in  hospital  and  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  his  son,  who  has  cared  for  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

St.  Dunstaners  J.  Twoomey  and  P.  Condon  attended  the  funeral.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  and  his 
comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  laid  on  the  grave. 

Private  Samuel  Hill,  9th  Worcestershire  Regt. 
We  have  to  record,  with  deep  regret,  the  death  of  S.  Hill.  He  served  from  November,  1914,  until 
he  was  wounded  in  Mesopotamia*  in  April,  1916,  as  a  result  of  which  he  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes.  Coming 
to  St.  Dunstan's  in  June,  1916,  he  was  trained  as  a  telephonist  and  held  various  posts  until  June,  1S43,  when 
he  gave  up  work  to  live  in  the  country  with  relatives.  He  died  there  suddenly  on  April  24th.  A  wreath  w?s 
sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  family. 


Births 

Allen. — On    May   24th,    to    the    wife    of 

W.  Allen,  of  Aldershot,  a  second  daughter. 
Dudley.— On  June   10th,  to  the  wife  of 

E.  Dudley,  of  Croydon  (new  war),  a  son 

— Michael  Edward. 
Horgan. — On   May   3rd,    to    the   wife   of 

D.  Horgan,  of  Cork,  a  daughter,  Hannah. 
Thompson. — On  June  7th,  to  the  wife  of 

L.    Thompson,    D.C.M.,    of   Gateshead 

(new  war), — a  son. 

Marriages 

Healey — Inman. — On  June  13th,  J.  G.  H. 
Healey  to  Miss  Amy  Inman. 

Ryan — Buckley. — On  April  29th,  John 
Ryan,  of  Newton-le- Willows,  to  Mary 
Buckley,  at  Watergrass  Hill,  in  the  County 
of  Cork. 

Webster — Gornall. — On  June  10th, 
Gilbert  J.  Webster,  of  Bradford,  to  Sister 
Gornall,  late  of  the  Blackpool  Home. 


Deaths 

We   extend   our   deep   sympathy   to   the 
following  : — 
Cooney. — To    J.    Cooney,    of    Worthing, 

whose    wife    passed    away    on    Sunday, 

May  28th,  after  a  long  illness. 
McDonough. — To  J.  McDonough,  now  of 

Blackpool,  who  has,  also  recently  suffered 

the  loss  of  his  wife. 

Killed  in  Action 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  Bates,  of  Oakengates,  whose 
son,  James,  was  killed  in  action  in  Burma 
on  May  4th. 

We  have  also  heard,  with  deepest  regret, 
of  the  death  in  action  in  June,  1944,  of 
Lieut.  Gerald  Toft,  elder  son  of  the  late 
Edmund  Toft,  and  Mrs.  Violette  Toft.  Our 
deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Toft  and 
her  son,  Donald,  in  their  great  loss. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

St.  Dunstan's  Hospital  Moves 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  Hospital  Unit  has  moved  from  Church  Stretton  to  Stoke  Mandeville, 
near  Aylesbury.  As  soon  as  war  broke  out  we  established  at  Brighton  a  Hospital  Unit 
in  the  closest  possible  association  with  the  Training  Centre,  so  that  newly-blinded  men 
might  come  into  contact  with  the  St.  Dunstan's  atmosphere  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
For  nearly  five  years  the  Hospital  Unit  has  rendered  most  valuable  services,  treating  wounds 
of  air  kinds,  but  notably  wounds  of  the  eye,  nose,  throat  and  ear,  and  those  requiring  plastic 
surgery.  Proximity  to  the  Training  Centre  has  been  a  great  advantage,  for  the  two  bodies 
could  help  each  other.  By  moving  to  Aylesbury  we  lose  this  advantage,  but  we  will  make 
up  for  it  as  best  we  can,  and  we  gain  some  other  advantages.  Our  Hospital  Unit  is  now  two 
or  three  or  more  Wards  in  a  big  one-thousand-bedded  Hospital.  Since  the  cases  come  to 
us  at  a  very  early  stage,  the  multiple  wounds  which  are  present  in  many  instances  can  be 
dealt  with  on -the  spot,  for  every  kind  of  specialist  treatment  is  available  or  near  at  hand. 
Incidentally,  a  consequence  of  the  move  is  to  provide  much  needed  extra  accommodation 
in  Church  Stretton  itself,  where  facilities  for  larger  numbers  of  men  have  already  been 
prepared  and  are  increasing. 

The  Wards  at  Stoke  Mandeville  will  be  called  St.  Dunstan's  Wards,  and  the  Unit  as 
a  whole,  which  includes  all  social  and  occupational  service,  will  be  called  St.  Dunstan's  Unit. 
Mr.  Walter  G.  Howarth,  nose,  throat  and  ear  surgeon ;  Mr.  T.  Pomfret  Kilner,  plastic 
surgeon  ;  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Davenport,  ophthalmic  surgeon,  remain  consultants  to  St.  Dunstan's, 
and  will  undertake  the  work  at  Stoke  Mandeville.  At  Church  Stretton  there  will  be  a  sick 
bay  where  minor  operative  treatment  and  the  day  to  day  ailments  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  family 
can  be  dealt  with,  and  Mr.  Davenport  will  visit  Church  Stretton  regularly  every  week  to 
consult  and  undertake  minor  operative  treatment  and  deal  with  the  many  ophthalmological 
matters  that  arise  in  our  community. 

I  should  like  to  express  the  gratitude  of  all  St.  Dunstaners  to  surgeons,  nurses,  orderlies, 
and  social  workers  for  the  splendid  tradition  they  have  built  up  in  St.  Dunstan's  Hospital, 
and  the  services  they  have  rendered.  In  particular  I  would  like  to  express  the  thanks  of  all 
who  have  passed  through  the  Hospital  and  of  the  staff  to  Miss  Postlethwaite,  who  retires 
from  the  Matronship  of  the  Hospital.  Hundreds  of  St.  Dunstaners  will  remember  with 
gratitude  her  professional  skill,  as  well  as  the  understanding  help  she  gave  them  in  their 
early  days  of  blindness,  and  all  will  wish  her  good  luck  in  her  future  sphere  of  activity. 

IAN  F&ASER-. 
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"Doodle-Bugs" 

St.  Dunstaners  have  not  been  immune 
from  the  flying  bomb,  and  a  great  many  of 
our  men  living  in  Southern  England  have 
suffered  as  a  result  of  this  new  missile. 

One  of  our  principal  functions  since  the 
war  began  has  been  to  help  St.  Dunstaners 
whose  houses  are  destroyed  or  damaged  as 
a  result  of  enemy  air  attacks,  and  over  40 
St.  Dunstaners  have  so  far  needed  our 
assistance  in  the  present  series  of  raids.  So 
far,  not  one  case  has  been  a  total  loss, 
although  18  St.  Dunstaners  have  suffered 
fairly  extensive  damage  to  their  property. 

Immediately  a  case  is  reported  to  Head- 
quarters, a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Estate 
Department  visits  the  house  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  damage.  He  at  once  gets  in 
touch  with  the  local  Council  to  ensure  that 
first-aid  repairs  are  put  in  hand  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  then  puts  through  the  necessary 
claims  for  damage  to  property  and  furniture. 

Meanwhile,  the  Welfare  Department, 
through  its  Social  Visitors,  helps  the  St. 
Dunstaner  and  his  family  to  find  temporary 
accommodation  with  relatives  or  friends,  or, 
if  necessary,  arranges  for  him  to  go  to  one 
of  our  Homes. 

This  new  form  of  attack  is  extremely  un- 
pleasant, but  St.  Dunstaners,  with  the  rest 
of  London  and  Southern  England,  are 
refusing  to  let  it  bother  them  unduly. 
Heartened  by  the  knowledge  that  this  is  a 
last  desperate  throw  in  a  game  which  the 
enemy  knows  he  has  already  lost,  the 
watchword  is  still  "  Work  as  usual." 

Masseurs   and   the  National 
Health  Service 

On  June  20th,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  asked  the  Minister  of  Health 
if  he  could  give  an  assurance  that  in  his 
proposed  legislation  on  the  National  Health 
Service,  he  will  not  adversely  affect  existing 
private  practices  of  masseurs  and  physio- 
therapists, or  prejudice  private  practice  in 
the  future. 

Mr.  H.  Willink  : 

The  aid  of  masseurs  and  physio-therapists 
will  be  required  in  the  new  comprehensive 
service,  and  the  total  demand  on  their 
services  is  thus  likely  to  be  considerably 
increased.  Whether  private  practice  in  these 
specialities  will  be  diminished  I  cannnt  say, 
but  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  there  will  be  no  interference  with  the 
right  to  give  or  receive  private  treatment. 


Notes  and  News 
V.  Dale,  of  Midhurst,  who,  as  reported 
last  month,  has  been  raffling  a  bicycle  in  aid 
of  the  Red  Cross,  eventually  realised  no  less 
than  £196 — nearly  double  his  target. 

*  *  • 

During  "  Salute  the  Soldier  "  week  in 
Marple,  G.  Fletcher's  hen  laid  an  egg 
weighing  four  and  a  half  ounces.  He  put  it 
in  a  shop  window  with  this  notice  :  "  This 
hen  has  done  her  bit ;  see  that  you  do 
yours." 

•  *  • 

E.  H.  Carpenter,  of  King's  Langley,  with 
an  American  poultry  farmer  now  in  the 
U.S.  Army,  and  a  Dutch  poultry  farmer, 
took  part  in  a  brains  trust  held  by  Acton 
Poultry  and  Rabbit  Club  recently. 

•  •        • 

E.  Williams,  of  Shipley,  has  several  times 
been  a  blood  donor. 

•  *        * 

A  tray  made  by  F.  A.  Cole,  of  Acocks 
Green,  realised  £30  during  the  local 
Salute  the  Soldier  Week. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who  are 
celebrating  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Fearn,  East  Kirkby, 
June  23rd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Stracey, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  July  6th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Broadley,  Felixstowe,  July  14th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Bryer,  Yate,  Gloucester,  July 
19th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Young,  Tweed- 
mouth,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  July  26th. 

Marriages   - 

Ellis— Rawson — On  April  1st,  Ronald 
Ellis  (new  war  repatriated  prisoner),  to 
Mabel  Rawson,  at  St.  James's  Church, 
Gloucester. 

Lee — Weston. — At  the  Roman  Catholic 
Cathedral,  Shrewsbury,  on  June  12th, 
John  Arthur  Lee  (new  war  St.  Dunstaner) 
to  Audrey  Weston. 

Webber — Hallam. — On   July    8th,    Leslie 

Webber,    of   Barnehurst    (new    war    St. 

.  Dunstaner)  to  Dorothy  Hallam,  daughter 

of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Hallam,  of  Edgware 

(last  war  St.  Dunstaner). 

Kenefick — Chalk. — On  August  1st,  T.  E. 
Kenefick,  of  Bradford,  to  Miss  Chalk,  for 
many  years  an  escort  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Brighton  Home. 

•  •         • 

As  in  previous years ',  there  will  be  no  Review 
published  in  August. 
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Double   Handicap 

The  Chairman  has  asked  us  to  publish  the  letter 
below,  from  a  well-known  one-handed  St.  Dunstaner, 
because  he  thinks  there  is  much  in  it  that  will  be  of 
interest. 

There  is  only  one  experimental  model  of  the  one- 
handed  machine  to  which  our  correspondent  refers. 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  is  making  a  full  investigation  of 
braille  machines  generally,  having  in  mind  also  the 
needs  of  -doubly  handicapped  men. 

With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph,  about  the 
20s.  a  week  which  a  man  is  allowed  to  earn  without 
impairing  his  supplementary  pension,  Mr.  Askew 
advises  that  the  right  interpretation  of  the  regulation 
is  that  the  earnings  in  any  one  week  must  not  exceed 
20s.  If  a  man  had  earned  10s.  a  week  for  six  months 
and  then  began  to  earn  30s.  a  week,  the  "  Unem- 
ployable "  Supplement  would  cease  from  the  date 
of  the  higher  earnings  although  the  average  over  the 
year  might  be  £52. 

Dear  Sir  Ian, 

While  it  is  sad  to  learn  that  men  with  a  double 
handicap  are  now  arriving  at  St.  Dunstan's  in 
greater  proportion  than  was  the  case  during  the  last 
war,  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  know,  from  your 
Notes  in  the  last  number  of  our  magazine,  that  such 
careful  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  special 
requirements  of  these  men.  This  subject  has  an 
especial  interest  for  me,  as  you  will  probably  recall 
that  I  have  completely  lost  the  use  of  my  right  arm, 
in  addition  to  being  totally  blind. 

With  regard  to  pastimes,  I  thought  you  would  be 
interested  to  know  that  quite  a  big  selection  of 
pieces  has  been  written  for  one-handed  piano 
playing,  including  works  by  such  famous  composers 
as  Saint-Saens  and  Scriabin,  as  well  as  one-handed 
arrangements  of  tunes  by  other  writers  of  classical 
music.  This  music  was  not,  of  course,  written  for 
one-handed  players,  and  as  far  as  I  know  it  is  all 
intended  to  be  played  v/ith  the  left  hand.  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  tuition,  and  memorised 
a  lot  of  these  left-hand  pieces  during  the  first  five 
years  after  I  left  St.  Dunstan's,  and  I  have  found  it 
quite  easy,  as  a  result  of  learning  something  of  the 
necessary  technique,  to  arrange  popular. songs  and 
pieces.  There  may  be  some  pianists,  or  would-be 
pianists,  amongst  those  who  are  and  will  become 
St.  Dunstaners  who  will  rejoice  to  find  that  they 
may  still  pursue  the  study  of  the  piano,  despite  the 
loss  of  a  hand.  I  have  not  got  my  music  with  me 
here,  and  so  I  cannot  offer  to  supply  you  with  a  list 
of  left-hand  music  at  the  moment  in  full  detail. 
Some  of  it  is  already  published  in  braille  notation, 
I  think.  One-handed  piano  playing  has  one  drawback 
which  it  shares  partly  wifrh  two-handed  playing — 
it  is  only  possible  to  obtain  the  maximum  effective- 
ness when  the  piano  is  a  good  overstrung,  in  good 
order,  which  will  enable  the  player  to  obtain  the 
desired  balance  of  tone  as  between  melody  and 
accompaniment,  and  to  sustain  certain  notes  whilst 
others  are  being  added,  whereas  nine  pianos  out  of 
ten,  in  my  experience,  fall  very  short  of  this  ideal 
prerequisite. 

With  regard  to  one-handed  braille  writing,  I  have 
used  the  ordinary  two-handed  machine,  and  still  do, 
regularly,  but  I  have  always  found  it  very  tiring, 
especially  to  the  thumb,  with  which  I  have  to  hold 
down  a  key  in  the  left-hand  column  to  prevent  the 


carriage  moving  on  before  dots  of  the  right-hand 
column  are  added.  I  understand,  however,  that  the 
National  Institute,  just  before  the  war,  had  designed 
a  braille  writing  machine  for  one-handed  working — 
I  think  it  was  intended  for  use  by  blind  copyists,  who 
could  thereby  read  their  braille  copy  with  the  right 
hand  and  write  with  the  other.  I  do  not  know 
whether  supplies  of  this  machine  have  ever  been 
available,  but  I  can  easily  imagine  that  such  a 
machine  would  be  a  boon  to  the  keen  braille  writer 
possessing  only  one  hand  ;  you  do  not  mention  in 
your  Notes  that  one-handed  students  are  being 
taught  on  such  a  machine. 

While  there  are  sure  to  be  numerous  devices  and 
gadgets  which  can  make  life  easier  for  the  one- 
handed  St.  Dunstaner,  these  things  need  careful 
consideration — I  recall  one  man,  I  think  it  was 
Griffin,  who  was  supplied  with  a  typewriter  whose 
keyboard  had  been  rearranged  so  as  to  bring  the 
most  frequently  used  letters  in  a  convenient  group 
handy  for  one-handed  typing ;  but  this  had  its 
drawback,  for  when  he  was  on  holiday  at  Brighton 
he  could  not  write  his  own  letters  on  the  standard 
keyboard  machine,  just  at  a  time  when  he  would 
have  been  glad  to  do  so. 

I  wish  all  success  to  those  who  are  investigating 
the  possibilities  of  finding  fresh  occupations  and 
pastime's  for  the  doubly  handicapped  St.  Dunstaner, 
and  we  of  the  last  war  will  admire  and  wish  all  good 
fortune  to  those  of  this  war  who  venture  forth  to 
demonstrate  what  they  can  do  in  face  of  additional 
difficulties.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  remunerative 
occupations,  both  for  the  two-handed  St.  Dunstaners 
and  for  those  doubly  handicapped,  and  in  reference 
to  the  additions  to  pension  made  last  year  in  the 
form  of  a  wife's  allowance  and  supplementation, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  obtain  a  ruling  ;  these 
additions  to  pension  are,  as  you  know,  subject  to 
the  proviso  that  the  recipient's  earnings  may  not 
exceed  20s.  per  week.  The  point  is — is  that  proviso 
to  be  interpreted  literally  as  20s.  per  week,  that  is, 
never  more  than  20s.  in  any  one  week?  Or  may  it  be 
interpreted  as  not  more  than  £52  in  any  one  year, 
such  as  in  the  case  of  a  casual  job  lasting  for  a 
comparatively  short  period  but  bringing  in  more 
than  20s.  in  one  particular  week? 

Yours  sincerely, 


Thomas  Floyd. 


Broadway,  Worcs. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

Celia  Frances  Meader  (Barnet)  to  Douglas 
William  Manning,  on  June  26th. 

Sapper  Derrick  William  Austin  (Higham 
Ferrers)  to  Doris  Kathleen  Vendy,  on  June 
10th. 

Muriel  Pannifer  (Cleveleys)  to  L-Cpl. 
John  Douglas  Currey,  on  January  10th. 

Capt.  J,  M.  Law  (Gotherington)  to  Sister 
Elizabeth  Napier,  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.,  at 
Meerut,  India,  on  April  9th. 

Gladys  Cox  (Felling-on-Tyne)  to  Cpl. 
Joe  Stephenson,  on  June  24th. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Church  Stretton  "  Salute  the  Soldier " 
week  was  from  June  10th — 17th,  and  St. 
Dunstan's  Fete  on  Wednesday,  the  14th' 
was  the  outstanding  event  of  the  month — 
survived  and  even  enjoyed.  Only  one  hour's 
work  was  sacrificed,  and  everyone  gladly 
gave  up  the  half-holiday  to  make  the  Fete 
the  bumper  success  it  was  ;  the  financial 
results  are  given  in  detail  below.  Warm 
congratulations  are  due  to  the  Committee, 
composed  of  staff  and  trainees,  for  the 
perfect   running   arrangements. 

At  2.30  p.m.,  Major  Dunlop,  Senior 
Canadian  officer  at  Battlefield,  opened  the 
proceedings  with  a  charming  speech, 
marvelling,  with  pleasure,  that  for  once  the 
British  custom  he  had  noticed,  of  always 
praising  everyone  else  and  belittling  our- 
selves was  broken,  and  we  were  now 
(e  Saluting  the  Soldier."  Bob  Kitt's  winning 
slogan,  "  Your  Life's  Savings  can  be  Life- 
Savin  g,"  made  a  large  appeal  to  all  users  of 
Sandford  Avenue.  They  rolled  up  in 
hundreds  with  open  pockets,  ready  to  enjoy 
everything  ;  and  to  see  the  happy,  skilful 
workers  at  the  different  crafts  was  an 
education  to  the  public.  Besides  the  usual 
hilarious  sideshows,  one  innovation  was  to 
have  the  large  globe  (2ft.  in  diameter,  with 
lands  and  mountains  in  relief)  on  show,  with 
expert  demonstrations  by  a  trainee,  Jock 
Reagan.  But  when  the  public  competed — 
"  Travel  anywhere  for  sixpence  " — what 
blind  fingers  sighted  folk  have!  Seeking 
Paris  (blindfold),  they  would  go  three  times 
round  the  world,  ending  up  in  China! 

Then  "  St.  Dunstan's  Entertains,"  at 
4  p.m.  and  5.15  p.m.  in  the  Central  Hall  to 
large,  delighted  audiences — each  item  a  big 
success.  Our  old  favourites,  Gwen,  Les 
White,  "  Killie,"  Joe  Walch,  Head  Orderly 
Fraser,  and  Freddie  Freeland,  all  in  tre- 
mendous form,  and  much  new  talent ; 
Desmond  Coupe  as  five-year-old  "  Christo- 
pher "  ;  Ron  Ettridge  as  fearsome  Sergeant 
Major  arranging  for  "  Wife,  one  "  ;  Gwen's 
charming  replies  ("  Lips,  two,  Sergeant, 
for  the  use  of");  "Shy"  Joe  Weekes  ; 
while  those  superb  orientally-garbed  "  Chu 
Chin  Chows  "  produced  such  fun  in  front 
of  the  stage,  on  it,  and  behind,  as  at  times 
to  endanger  their  choruses.  Instrumental 
recruits  also  performed  wonders,  consider- 
ing their  very  short  time  for  practice. 
Jimmy  Ellis  on  the  trumpet,  Johnny  Ince  on 


the  saxophone,  and  the  team  of  six  piano- 
accordionists.  Well  done,  all!  But  far  more 
moving  than  any  high  level  of  performance 
or  the  fun  was  the  triumph  over  disability  ; 
that  opening  fanfare  of  trumpets  in  har- 
mony, the  two  players  with  but  four  good 
fingers  between  them ;  Drummer  Gaygen 
looking  so  happy  ;  and  David  Bell's  trom- 
bone solo,  just  as  if  he  had  two  good  hands. 
Each  achieving  the  impossible  again. 

In  the  Mock  Auction,  auctioneers  Tom 
Hart  and  Ron  Ettridge  were  very  able. 
The  tit-bit  was  a  91b.  cake,  made  by  Belmont, 
which  fetched  nearly  £100  (no  wonder,  with 
whisky  in  it!),  and  was  pronounced  by 
everyone  to  be  so  delectable. 

The  huge  prize  lottery  was  organised 
entirely  by  Bob  Black  and  Reg.  Theobald, 
and  the  record  sum  all  extorted  by  trainees 
from  their  friends ;  a  good  piece  of  work. 
On  top  of  all,  the  evening  dance,  where 
St.  Dunstan's  Band  took  turns  with  the 
K.S.L.I.    Band. 


Result  of  Fete 

Fete  Figure 
Mock  Auction     ... 
Investments  made  at  Auction  . 


£  s.  d. 

306  2  10 

4097  0  0 

149  12  6 

£4552  15  4 


It  was  a  sad  wrench  to  part  with  the 
"  Tigers,"  who  now  have  Wards  in  the 
Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  two  miles  from 
Aylesbury.  Not  only  do  we  miss  seeing 
Miss  Morris  and  her  cheery  bodyguard,  but 
— well,  it's  no  good  regretting  that  we  now 
lose  the  contacts  of  newcomers'  early  days, 
since  the  change  had  to  be  made. 

We  have  also  bid  Godspeed  to  Jack 
Simmons,  left  to  continue  training  agri- 
culturally, under  a  last  war  officer  in 
Reading ;  F.  Madgewick,  who  left  to 
continue  training  with  another  old  war 
officer,  also  near  Reading ;  to  Ken  Tre- 
hearne,  who  has  finished  the  preliminary 
training  he  came  for ;  to  Paddy  Campbell, 
again  starting  out,  after  more  intensive 
training  ;  and  to  Major  E.  Dunlop,  Miss 
Tupper,  and  Captain  Miles,  repatriated  to 
Canada.  All  the  best  to  each  one. 

We  welcome  back  Ben  Bentley,  as 
temporary  Assistant  Basket  Instructor. 

Since  we  began  holding  our  own  Chapel 
Services,  in  November,  1942,  a  sum  of  £141 
has  been  given  in  collection  at  the  services. 
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The  following  amounts,  in  round  figures, 
have  already  been  distributed  :  British  Red 
Cross  and  St.  John,  £8  ;  R.A.F.  Benevolent 
Fund,  £7  ;  King  George's  Fund  for  Sailors, 
£7  ;  Indian  Famine  Relief,  £3  10s.  ;  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary,  £2  19s.  ;  British  Legion, 
£4 ;  Sir  Arthur  Pearson's  Fresh  Air  Fund, 
£32  ;  Deaf  Blind  Helpers'  League,  £39. 

Each  Thursday  evening  St.  Dunstan's 
Band  undertakes  the  dance  in  the  Central 
Hall,  to  everyone's  satisfaction.  Other  dance 
fixtures  enjoyed  :  In  the  Hall,  Jack  White's 
Collegians ;  R.A.F.  Band,  twice ;  T.I.C. 
Band.  At  Morris's  Ballroom,  Shrewsbury, 
invitations  from  Toe  H  and  the  Caledonian 
Society,  besides  others  from  Condover,  at 
Douglas  Surre  Memorial  Hall,  Longden,  at 
Lewis's  Hall,  Shrewsbury,  at  Meole  Brace, 
and  the  Hospital  at  Copthorne. 

Teddy  Foster  and  his  Band,  with  Jacques 
Brown,  Irene  Hinsley,  and  Harry  Hemsley, 
child  imitator,  ran  a  the  dansant  in  our 
Hall,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Vic 
Oliver  and  fnV  three  colleagues  were  very 
welcome  mid-day  visitors  for  an  hour's 
laughter. 

The  Croft  Hermits  were  again  up  to  form 
with  "  Lover's  Leap."  They  are  good  to  us, 
and  always  say  they  like  our  audience ! 

The  Musical  Circle  arranged  another 
enjoyable  evening,  with  Miss  Margery  Lee, 
soprano  ;  Mr.  Toner,  "  flying  fingered  " 
pianist ;  and  Private  Marchant,  'cellist  from 
the  Pioneers,  specially  welcome  again  after 
his  previous  visit. 

We  regret  that  last  month's  Braille  and 
typing  results  did  not  appear  in  the  Review, 
and  we  now  congratulate  the  following, 
who  passed  in  May  or  June  :— 

In  Typing. — L.  Watkinson,  J.  Franklin, 
H.  Gardner,  Nurse  Quinn,  A.  Bice,  H- 
Strudwick,  D.   Slee,  E.  Palmer,  W.   Shea, 

0.  Smith,  H.  Pratt,  D.  Coupe,  F.  Cinq-Mars, 

1.  Humphrey,  A.  Vout,  F.  Koenig,  R.  J. 
Goding,  P.  Bagwell,  A.  J.  Edmunds. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline).— J.  Black- 
well,  I.  Darling,  M.  Kingsnorth,  F. 
Madgwick,  K.  Revis,  R.  Kitt,  E.  Foster, 
H.  Petty,  R.  Theobald. 

Braille  Writing.— T.  Meredith,  R.  Ett- 
ridge,  B.  Henderson,  J.  Innes,  J.  Blackwell, 
A.  Vickers,  C.  Hallo  way,  J.  Weeks. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint).— J.  Innes, 
J.  Simmonds. 


Parliament  Debates  War  Pensions 

War  Pensions  were  debated  again  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  July  7th.  In  his 
opening  remarks  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
(Sir  Walter  Womersley)  referred  to  the 
issue  of  the  White  Paper  in  July  last  as  "  a 
landmark  in  war  pensions  history,"  and  he 
went  on  :  "An  improvement  which  I  find 
was  received  with  great  approval  was  the 
unemployable  supplement  for  seriously 
disabled  men.  When  I  was  speaking  on  the 
White*  Paper,  I  pointed  out  the  difference 
between  a  man  who  was  absolutely  unem- 
ployable by  reason  of  disability  and  a  man 
who,  while  perhaps  drawing  100  per  cent, 
pension,  could,  at  any  rate,  do  some  work. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Lonsdale 
(Sir  Ian  Fraser)  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  conditions  of  many  of  these  men 
who  are  absolutely  unemployable.  I  thought 
he  made  out  a  good  case,  and  I  thought  they 
ought  to  receive  pensions.  The  House 
approved,  and  we  got  to  work." 

Later  in  his'  speech  Sir  Walter  paid  a 
tribute  to  organisations  which  had  been  of 
great  assistance  to  him.  "  To  the  British 
Legion,  not  for  the  criticisms  they  pass  upon 
the  Minister — which  I  expect  them  to  do, 
it  is  their  job — but  for  their  work  on  behalf 
of  ex-Service  men  and  women,"  and  he 
continued  :  "  May  I  also  express  my  thanks 
to  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  the  Member 
for  Lonsdale  (Sir  I.  Fraser)  for  the  work 
being  done  for  the  blind  at  St.  Dunstan's 
in  showing  them  how  they  can  overcome 
their  disabilities." 

A  condensation  of  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  speech 
in  the  debate  follows  : — 

"  There  are  in  many  mental  hospitals  a 
number  of  ex-Servicemen  with  mental 
illness  which  is  not  recognised  by  the 
Government  as  being  attributable  to,  or 
aggravated  by  war  service,  and  conse- 
quently they  are  being  treated  as  ordinary 
civilian  cases.  It  is  disagreeable  to  public 
opinion  to  think  of  men  who  have  been 
soldiers  or  Servicemen,  and  who  have 
perhaps  given  distinguished  overseas  ser- 
vice, being  treated  in  ordinary  asylums  as 
ordinary  civil  cases.  Some  special  recog- 
nition should  be  given  to  them. 

There  is  a  partnership  in  the  care  of 
disabled  men  between  the  State,  represented 
by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  and  to  some 
small  extent  by  other  Ministries,  and  the 
many    voluntary    agencies,    such    as    the 
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British  Legion,  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Benevolent  Fund,  or  in  its  own  sphere, 
St.  Dunstan's,  and,  thirdly,  with  the  many 
thousands  of  individual  people,  such  as  the 
employer  who  takes  special  trouble  to  find 
a  job  for  a  disabled  man,  the  trade  union 
official  who  waives  a  rule  for  him,  his 
parents  or  wife  who  welcome  him  back 
home,  and  do  everything  that  lies  in  their 
power  to  make  his  disability  seem  as  light  as 
possible.  They  all  join  together  in  contribu- 
ting to  the  well  being- and  rehabilitation  of 
the  man  who  has  been  seriously  wounded. 
The  psychological  condition  of  the  man 
who  has  lost  limbs,  eyes,  or  health  is  a 
tender  thing  that  wants  special  study.  Men 
grieve  at  first  for  their  loss.  Some  go  through 
a  stage  of  depression,  which  is  followed  by 
the  beginnings  of  recovery — the  beginning 
of  ambition,  and  of  determination  to  make 
the  best  of  things.  Some  are  courageously 
light-hearted.  It  is  a  tremendous  desire 
for  normality  and  recovery.  The  man 
.wants  very  badly  to  'show  and  feel  that  he 
is  not  so  badly  disabled  after  all.  If,  at  that 
moment,  he  is  given  the  impression  that 
officials  are  going  to  take  advantage  of  that, 
and  are  going  to  do  less  for  him  because  he 
is  able  to  do  so  much  for  himself,  his 
confidence  is  lost,  and  the  Ministry  becomes 
his  enemy,  instead  of  his  friend.  The 
Minister  should  err  on  the  side  of  generosity 
in  his  early  dealings  with  him,  so  that  he 
may  feel  that  the  nation  really  means  to  do 
everything  possible  for  him,  and  does  not 
mean  to  cut  him  by  too  strict  an  application 
of  regulations.  The  British  Legion,  under 
the  very  able  and  devoted  guidance  of 
Brigadier  General  Fitzpatrick,  its  national 
chairman,  has  three  functions,  all  of 
which  are  closely  allied  to  the  work  of 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  One  is  that  of 
benevolence.  It  takes  up  the  odd  cases,  fills 
in  the  gaps,  meets  the  anomalies,  which  no 
Government  system  can  wholly  fulfil,  and 
brings  a  personal  interest  which  no  Govern- 
ment Department  can  so  effectively  give. 
It  co-operates  with  the  Minister  in  the 
day-to-day  adjustment  of  cases.  The  Legion 
is  a  powerful  fighting  force,  not  intending 
to  bring  undue  political  pressure  on  anyone, 
but  certainly  intending  to  voice  powerfully, 
in  all  the  constituencies  throughout  the 
land,  and  here  in  Parliament,  the  view  that 
this  people  intend  to  do  rightly  and  justly 
and  generously  by  the  serving  men  and 
women  when  they  come  back. 


The  minimum  pension  payable  to  a 
disabled  soldier  who  is  unemployable  is 
now  £2  10s.,  an  improvement  of  10s.  over 
the  original  flat  rate  of  £2.  We  do  not  feel 
that  is  enough.  We  feel  that  the  minimum 
rate  should  go  to  £3  10s.  We  ask  for  an 
economic  supplement  to  the  flat-rate 
pension,  which  will  be  made  without  regard 
to  the  rank  of  the  soldier,  sailor  or  airman, 
whether  he  is  an  officer,  n.c.o.,  or  private, 
this  economic  supplement  to  be  related  to 
his  pre-war  earnings,  so  that  there  may  not 
be  so  big  a  gap  between  the  standard  of 
living  he  had  before  the  war  and  the 
standard  to  which  he  has  to  settle  down 
after  the  war. 

Wives  and  children  only  receive  allow- 
ances or  pensions  if  the  man  was  married 
at  the  time  of  his  disability,  and  the  children 
were  born  within  an  appropriate  time 
thereafter.  This  is  an  anomaly  that  the  only 
men  left  out,  so  far  as  wives  and  children 
are  concerned,  are  those  who  married 
afterwards,  or  whose  children  were  born 
afterwards,  and  who  are  in  jobs  earning 
money.  The  reason  they  are  left  out  is 
because  they  are  earning  money.  That  brings 
us  to  a  point  which  I  made  earlier,  that  it  is 
very  important  not  to  put  a  premium  on 
idleness,  not  to  encourage  men  to  go  out  of 
employability,  and  thereby  get  wives'  and 
children's  allowances.  For  that  reason,  and 
many  others,  which  we  have  expressed 
before,  and  which  I  do  not  want  to  repeat, 
I  urge  the  Minister  to  take  a  full  and  proper 
view  of  this  matter,  and  give  wives'  and 
children's  allowances  to  all  on  the  simple 
test,  "Is  that  your  wife?"  "Are  those 
your  children  ?  "  Not,  "  When  did  you 
marry?  "  or  "  When  were  they  born?  " 

If  a  man  is  unemployable,  his  wife  gets  an 
allowance  and  thereby  qualifies,  should  he 
die  of  this  pensionable  disability,  for  a 
soldier's  widow's  pension,  but  if  the  man 
has  not  qualified  for  a  supplementary 
pension,  what  happens?  His  wife  does  not 
get  the  allowance.  Worse  than  that,  when  he 
dies,  even  if  he  dies  of  his  pensionable 
disability,  she  does  not  qualify  for  a  soldier's 
widow's  pension.  She  may  have  given  him 
all  the  help  in  the  world  to  enable  him  to 
stay  at  work  so  long.  That  is  an  anomaly 
which,  I  think,  must  be  looked  into. 

I  hope  the  Government  will  make  a 
concession,  more  particularly  with  regard 
to  children.  Consider  these  anomalies  :  The 
allowance  for  the  child  of  a  serving  soldier 
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is  12s.  6d.  ;  for  the  child  of  a  deceased 
soldier  it  is  lis.  ;  and  for  the  child  of  a 
soldier  disabled  in  the  highest  degree  it  is 
7s.  6d.  The  time  will  come  when  these 
anomalies  will  have  to  be  put  right.  I  ask 
the  Government  to  look  at  them  now.  A 
child  costs  the  same  to  feed,  whether  the 
father  is  living  or  dead.  When  the  father  is 
killed  seems  the  time  to  increase,  rather  than 
to  reduce,  the  help — at  any  rate,  it  is  not  the 
time  to  reduce  it. 

There  is  a  very  strong  case  for  the  State 
paying  a  pension  to  a  parent  when  a  man 
was,  in  fact,  making  an  allotment  to  the 
parent,  i 

I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  way  artificial 
eyes  are  made  and  provided.  The  artificial 
eye  has  a  certain  medical  importance,  but 
its  main  importance  is  appearance.  It  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  perfect,  a  work  of  art.  In 
fact,  the  method  of  providing  artificial  eyes 
is  to  send  a  trayful  to  a  hospital,  where  the 
surgeon  will  pick  one  which  he  likes  the 
look  of,  and  it  will  be  ordered,  by  a  code 
number,  from  a  central  store.  The  pieces 
will  be  sent  down  and  they  will  be  more  or 
less  right.  But  "  more  or  less  right  "  is  not 
enough.  Artificial  eyes  ought  not  to  come 
off  the  peg  ;  chey  ought  to  be  made  just 
right.  In  some  countries  technicians,  of  a 
high  degree  of  art  and  skill,  go  around  the 
hospitals,  see  the  individual  men,  and  make 
the  eyes.  In  some  cases  they  make  them 
while  you  wait. 

What  I  hear  about  artificial  legs  is  that 
they  are  very  good.  They  are  easy  things  to 
substitute,  because  they  have  a  simple 
function  to  perform,  and  they  work  very 
well.  But  with  artificial  hands  that  is  not  the 
case.  The  human  hand  is  a  wonderful 
instrument,  with  its  flexibility  and  its 
capacity,  hardly  capable  of  being  imitated 
in  wood,  iron,  or  any  other  material. 
Although  some  men  use  artificial  hands  for 
their  jobs,  and  some  wonderful  successes 
are  attained,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
cases  in  which  an  elaborate  and  expensive 
piece  of  apparatus  is  provided,  to  be  hung 
on  the  back  of  a  door  unless  there  is  a  party 
on.  That  is  the  truth,  and  it  is  better  that 
we  should  not  bluff  ourselves  about  it.  The 
Minister  should  hear  the  facts.  In  other 
countries  there  are  new  materials  and 
designs,  not  hitherto  incorporated  in  the 
hands  that  are  made  here.  Nor  can  a  hand 
suitable  for  a  one-handed  man  be  doubled 
for  a  man  who  has    lost    both    hands  — 


different  considerations  arise.  Nor  is  it  true 
that  a  hand  suitable  for  man  who  can  see 
is  suitable  for  men  who  cannot  see.  I  have 
eight  or  nine  men  who  have  lost  both  their 
hands  and  their  eyes — and  in  the  last  war, 
when  there  were  five  times  the  casualties  we 
have  had  so  far  in  this  war,  we  had  only 
one  such  case. 

The  Ministry  have  tried  to  help  ;  they 
have  hurried  up  Roehampton,  and  have 
done  their  best ;  but  a  new  view  is  wanted. 
What  is  done  at  Roehampton  I  must  praise. 
There  is  kindliness  and  good  fitting  by  the 
surgeons,  and  quick  and  good  work  by  the 
manufacturers.  But  there  are  two  things  that 
we  want.  We  want  a  more  ready  ear  on  the 
part  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  to  help  the 
Ministry,  of  Pensions  limb-fitting  agencies, 
and  to  provide  skilled  technicians  to  enable 
St.  Dunstan's  to  do  its  special  work.  The 
Ministry  of  Pensions  should  itself  set  up  a 
research  department,  to  find  out  what  are 
the  new  materials  and  the  new  methods. 
Where  men  have  lost  legs,  arms,  or  eyes — 
and  sometimes  more  than  one  of  these — no 
skill  and  thought  is  too  much  to  give. 

I  would  sum  up  by  saying  that  between 
last  year  and  this  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
have,  in  my  opinion,  done  better.  Let  us 
thank  them  and  the  Government,  and  do  not 
let  us  forget  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
the  more  generous  arrangements  made  last 
year.  But  let  us  tell  them  that  we  shall  not 
be  satisfied  until  they  do  much  better  still." 

Melplash   News 

Seventeen  members  of  the  R.A.O.B.  Duke 
of  York  Lodge,  Beaminster,  and  Miss  Doris 
Britton,  a  member  of  the  Women's  Land 
Army,  visited  Melplash  on  June  20th  and 
gave  St.  Dunstaners  a  wonderful  evening 
with  a  programme  of  choruses,  songs  and 
recitations.  One  item,  a  song,  "  I'll  Walk 
Beside  You,"  was  given  by  Bro.  S.  Loram, 
our  St.  Dunstaner. 

Free  cigarettes  and  a  bottle  of  beer  for 
each  man  was  another  kindly  thought  which 
was  much  appreciated,  and,  like  the  concert, 
greatly  enjoyed. 

R.A.O.B.  News 

Congratulations  to  J.  Jackson,  of 
Patcham,  who  was  raised  to  the  Third 
Degree  (K.O.M.)  at  the  Queen  Alexandra 
Lodge,  Brighton,  on  June  18th. 
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Rifleman  John  Bertie  Wheeler,  Royal  Irish  Rifles 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  B.  Wheeler,  of  Birmingham. 

He  served  with  the  Royal  Irish  Rifles  from  July,  1917,  until  May,  1919.  From  the  outset  he  was  a  very 
sick  man,  having  contracted  sleeping  sickness  while  on  service,  but  in  his  quiet  way  he  was  able  to  carry  on 
a  little  while  with  netting,  taught  to  him  after  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1929. 

While  on  a  visit  to  the  Blackpool  Home  he  was  taken  seriously  ill  and  later  he  returned  home,  but  he 
died  very  shortly  afterwards  in  hospital. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Tan  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife,  who  had  nursed  him  devotedly  for  so  many  years,  and 
to  his  son. 


Mrs.  M.  Moore 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  we  announce 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Moore, 
Telephony  Instructress  and  Placement 
Officer  at  St.  Dunstan's  since  1917. 

Mrs.  Moore  was  taken  ill  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Headquarters  on  Friday,  July  7th.  For  some 
days,  although  her  condition  was  serious, 
it  was  hoped  she  would  rally,  but  she 
passed  away  on  Friday,  July  14th,  without 
recovering  full  consciousness. 

Mrs.  Moore  came  to  us  in  1917,  from  the 
National  Telephone  Exchange,  where  she 
had  been  a  supervisor,  to  undertake  the 
training  of  St.  Dimstaners  in  what  was  then 
a  new  profession.  To  her  sympathetic  and 
skilful  training  is  greatly  due  the  amazing 
success  our  telephonists  of  the  last  war  have 
achieved  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  But  not 
for  this  alone  will  she  be  remembered  by 
St.  Dunstaners.  They  will  recall  also  her 
kindliness  and  understanding,  her  intense 
interest  in  her  "  boys  "  and  their  families, 
not  only  during  their  training  but  through- 
out their  lives  ;  and  her  unsparing  service 
at  all  times  to  ensure  their  success  in  the 
profession  of  which  she  was  so  proud. 
"  We  shall  miss  her  cheery  word,  her 
inspiring  influence,  and  kindly  help  in  a 
hundred  ways,"  said  one  of  her  men,  and 
this  will  be  echoed  by  St.  Dunstan's  last  war 
telephonists  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway  represented  St. 
Dunstan's  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place 
at  Enfield  Crematorium  on  July  18th. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Miss  Goodship,  her  sister,  who  is  also  so 
well  known  to  our  telephonists,  and  to  the 
other  members  of  her  family  in  their  sad 
loss. 

Wounded 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Barnard, 
of  Wanstead,  was  wounded  in  action 
in  Normandy  in  the  early  days  of  the 
invasion,   and  is  now  in   hospital. 


Birth 

Singleton. — To  the  wife  of  A.  H. 
Singleton,  of  Castle  Bytham,  on  June 
28th,  a  daughter. 

Deaths 

We   offer   our  sincere   sympathy   to   the 
following  : — 
Kempe. — To  S.  Kempe,  of  Redruth,  whose 

wife  passed  away  on  July  13th,  after  a 

long  illness. 
Marsden. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Marsden, 

of  Pendleton,    whose    daughter,    Rosie, 

died  on  July  17th. 
Rogers. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Rogers, 

of  Biggleswade,  whose  son  died  on  June 

22nd  as  the  result  of  a  motor  accident. 

St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

On  Saturday,  April  15th,  Messrs.  Lyons, 
of  Cadby  Hall,  brought  along  a  team  to 
oppose  us  in  our  first  duplicate  match  of  the 
season ;  it  was  an  excellent  one  and  resulted 
in  a  win  for  us.  On  the  first  Saturday  in  June 
our  friend,  J.  Callow,  brought  along  a  team 
from  the  Post  Office,  and  this  match  ended 
in  a  win  for  the  visitors.  On  June  17th, 
another  of  our  friends,  J.  Waller,  came  along 
with  a  team  from  the  Civil  Service,  and  we 
recorded  our  second  win. 

Our  first  Bridge  Drive  took  place  on 
Saturday,  May  20th,  when  A.  Waite  and  his 
partner,  and  F.  Winter  and  his  partner  were 
the  prize-winners. 

Many  League  matches  have  been  played 
during  the  past  few  months,  and  also  much 
friendly  rubber  bridge ;  and  we  look 
forward,  ere  the  season  closes,  to  more 
excellent  Bridge  and  pleasant  companion- 
ship. 

May  I  extend  the  good  wishes  of  the  Club 
to  our  Captain  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  Gover,  upon  their  silver  wedding,  and 
to  express  the  hope  that  good  health  and 
good  Bridge  may  be  theirs  for  the  future. 

R.P.C. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

THE  traditional  blind  man  taps  his  way  along  the  pavement.  Why  does  he  tap  the 
pavement  with  his  stick  ?  Perhaps  to  warn  himself  when  he  is  coming  to  a  step,  perhaps 
to  warn  passers-by  to  get  out  of  the  way,  perhaps  to  call  attention  to  his  selling  of 
bootlaces  or  desire  for  alms.  No  doubt  some  or  all  of  these  reasons  are  valid  in  certain  cases. 
But  I  think  there  is  another  reason  which  doesn't  occur  to  most  people,  and  hasn't  even 
occurred  to  the  blind  person  himself.  If  you  are  walking  about  alone,  and  you  cannot  see, 
you  depend  for  guiding  yourself  upon  what  you  hear,  and  what  you  hear  in  a  busy  street 
is  a  confused  jumble  of  noises  made  up  of  direct  sounds  from  the  traffic  and  the  footsteps 
of  the  passers-by  and  their  conversation,  and  also  the  echoes  from  all  these  sounds.  In  this 
confusion  it  is  a  great  help  to  have  a  clear  sound  coming  from  a  fixed  point  in  relation  to 
yourself,  and  causing  its  own  echo  to  tell  you  where  the  obstacles  are.  The  tap  of  the  stick 
on  the  pavement  is  just  such  a  sound  :  it  always  comes  from  a  point  just  in  front  of  your 
own  feet,  and  it  brings  you  an  echo  from  the  neighbouring  wall,  which  may  be  close  at 
hand,  or  from  the  wall  on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  which  is  further  away,  or  from  the 
house  opposite.  It  tells  you  where  you  are. 

I  believe  the  blind  man,  without  knowing  it,  was  using  a  method  of  radiolocation  without 
the  radio ;  shall  we  call  it  sound  location  ? 

This  idea  set  me  thinking,  and  the  knowledge  that  our  scientists  had  discovered  how 
to  tell  where  enemy  aircraft  were  high  up  in  the  air  and  out  of  sight,  and  how  many  there 
were  and  at  what  distance  they  were,  made  me  think  that  the  time  had  come  for  an 
investigation  of  this  matter.  Radiolocation  after  all,  is  an  art  which  enables  men  to  "see"  objects 
that  are  invisible,  and  to  determine  their  direction  and  distance.  This  is  the  blind  man's 
problem  when  he  is  finding  his  way  about  alone. 

I  was  turning  this  matter  over  in  my  mind  when  a  number  of  things  happened,  all 
within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other.  Captain  H.  G.  Round,  m.c,  an  inventor,  who  made  his 
name  and  fame  by  producing  some  of  the  first  amplifying  valves,  and  by  direction  finding 
the  German  fleet  in  the  last  war,  and  who  contributed  much  to  the  art  of  broadcasting  and 
acoustics  generally,  came  to  me  and  said  that  some  experiments  he  had  been  making  might 
be  of  use  to  the  blind.  I  asked  him  to  continue  these,  and  he  proceeded  to  do  so.  About 
the  same  time,  Air  Commodore  Dacre  became  Commandant  at  Church  Stretton,  and  with 
his  knowledge  of  radiolocation  as  applied  to  enemy  aircraft,  he  suggested  to  me  that  I  got 
in  touch  with  the  Air  Ministry  scientists,  to  see  what  their  secrets  would  reveal  for  the  blind. 
Within  a  day  or  two  of  these  two  events,  I  heard  that  our  friends  in  America  were  thinking 
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of  the  same  idea,  and  an  old  friend  of  mine,  Professor  Adrian,  whom  I  had  consulted  years 
ago  as  to  the  possibility  of  applying  television  for  the  production  of  artificial  sight,  wrote  to 
me  to  say  that  he  had  heard  of  similar  thoughts  and  experiments  being  made  in  the  United 
States. 

Shakespeare  said :  "  Troubles  come  not  single  spies  but  in  battalions."  So  do  ideas. 

I  visited  the  Air  Ministry  experts.  I  am  ascertaining  what  is  being  done  in  the  United 
States,  and  Captain  Round  is  already  far  advanced  with  some  models  of  some  interesting 
apparatus  which  we  shall  shortly  put  under  test.  An  instrument  that  will  tell  you  that  there 
is  an  object  in  the  way  and  roughly  how  far  away  it  is,  and  what  is  its  direction  might  be 
of  some  use.  Of  course,  the  trouble  is  that  the  instrument,  at  first,  may  probably  be  extremely 
heavy  and  clumsy  and  difficult  to  use,  but  everything  has  its  beginnings.  Do  not  let  any  of 
my  readers  imagine  that  we  are  near  to  providing  a  kind  of  artificial  or  synthetic  sight — 
nothing  of  the  kind,  but  no  development  in  science  that  might  be  of  the  slightest  use  to  a 
single  blind  man,  even  in  a  very  special  set  of  circumstances,  should  be  neglected,  and  I 
only  put  this  on  record  because  I  am  sure  that  a  great  many  St.  Dunstaners  who  are 
technically  minded  will  have  given  it  some  thought  themselves. 

The  other  day  I  had  the  very  great  pleasure,  on  a  beautiful  afternoon,  of  attending 
the  sports  meeting  at  Church  Stretton.  It  was  one  of  the  best  sports  meetings  I  have  ever 
attended.  The  whole  programme  was  carried  through  with  efficiency  and  on  time;,  which 
is  so  remarkable  for  a  sports  meeting.  The  events  were  varied,  and  contained  some  new 
contests,  which  we  have  not  hitherto  had  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  I  thought  the  success  of 
the  day  was  a  matter  for  congratulations  for  all  at  Church  Stretton.  The  75  yards  sprint  was 
remarkable.  Some  men  covered  the  distance  in  9  l/5th  or  9  2/5th  seconds,  and  one  man 
covered  it  in  8  2/5th  seconds. 

In  the  old  days  we  used  to  run  in  Regent's  Park  along  a  stretched  wire,  holding  a  guiding 
rod  or  line  in  the  hand,  which  ran  over  the  wire  on  a  loop.  The  method  at  Church  Stretton 
is  to  run  towards  a  ringing  house-bell.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  required  considerable  physical 
courage  to  set  out  at  full  bat  in  the  dark  towards  this  bell,  but  numbers  of  men  were  not 
only  willing  but  eager  to  do  it,  and  ran  extraordinarily  well.  It  seemed  to  me,  and  I  confirmed 
it  by  conversation  afterwards,  that  it  was  rather  an  indefinable  noise  to  run  to,  and  some 
of  the  men  told  me  that  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  yards  it  was  very  much  easier  than 
at  first.  The. reason  for  this,  of  course,  was  that  the  nearer  vou  got  to  the  bell  the  more  you 
heard  it  as  a  point  of  sound  and  the  less  you  heard  the  confused  echoes  from  the  buildings 
around.  When  you  are  75  yards  away  the  ringing  of  the  bell  in  the  open  air  does  not  produce 
a  pin-point  of  sound,  but  a  general  confused  noise;  it  is  true  that  the  noise  comes  from  a 
particular  direction,  but  it  is  not  very  clear  as  to  what  is  the  exact  direction.  The  organisers 
tried  the  experiment  of  ringing  an  electric  bell  through  the  loudspeaker  which  was  there 
for  announcements,  but  as  the  loudspeaker  was  rather  high  up,  and  was  not  directed  in 
the  right  direction,  it  did  not  give  a  clear  pin-point  of  sound,  and  this  particular  runner, 
Desmond  Coupe,  ran  astray  and  fell  over  a  chair.  There  was  a  gasp  of  apprehension  amongst 
the  spectators,  but  they  were  delighted  to  see  that  he  wasn't  hurt  and,  with  remarkable 
pluck,  he  ran  again,  and  ran  extremely  well. 

This  experience  led  to  my  talking  to  the  Commandant  about  whether  we  could  provide 
a  better  method  of  guiding  the  blind  runner  (and  his  experience  of  aircraft  coming  in  in 
fog,  not  able  to  see  where  they  were  going  and  yet  landing  in  the  right  place,  and  my 
experience  of  blindness),  and  we  are  trying  out  one  or  two  ideas.  Just  as  a  searchlight 
concentrates  the  beams  of  light  in  one  direction  along  a  parallel  beam,  so  we  asked  ourselves 
if  a  beam  of  sound  could  not  be  sent 'down  the  track  towards  the  runner.  Then  came  the 
further  idea  that  the  beam  might  be  divided  into  some  kind  of  a  signal,  which  would  give 
him  a  sound  for  the  centre  and  a  different  sound  for  the  right  and  for  the  left,  just  as  the 
pilot  of  an  aircraft  is  told  by  radio  signals  whether  he  is  on  the  landing  track  or  not.  This 
idea  is  now  being  worked  out  by  our  own  research  department  in  London,  with  technical 
advice  from  Captain  Round.  We  shall  make  some  experiments  shortly,  and  it  will  be 
interesting  to  see  if  anything  comes  of  it. 

I  am  not  satisfied  with  braille  machines.  The  Stain sby- Wayne  has  the  great  advantage 
that  it  is  light  and  inexpensive,  and  writes  on  both  sides,  but  it  has  many  disadvantages. 
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It  is  very  noisy,  and  you  cannot  read  what  you  have  written  without  turning  the  paper  over. 
Most  of  the  machines  which  I  have  seen,  which  write  upwards,  are  very  heavy  and  are 
expensive.  The  Stainsby- Wayne,  moreover,  is  extremely  difficult  fcr  a  one-handed  man 
to  use,  and  there  ought  to  be  something  better.  We  are  doing  some  research  work  on  this  ; 
we  do  not  expect  that  we  shall  be  able  to  produce  anything  new  in  a  short  time,  or  perhaps 
even  while  the  war  lasts,  for  labour  of  a  skilled  nature,  and  materials,  are  extremely  hard 
to  come  by  at  the  present  time.  Nevertheless  it  may  interest  St.  Dunstaners  to  know  that 
we  are  giving  some  thought  to  this  matter. 

We  now  have  a  fairly  effective  and  fairly  well  staffed  research  department.  Artificial 
hands,  gadgets  for  use  in  artificial  arms,  special  watches  and  typewriters  for  men  who  have 
one  hand  or  no  hands,  a  cigarette  lighter  for  a  man  with  no  hands,  a  talking  book  machine 
for  a  man  with  no  hands,  and  a  number  of  other  gadgets  and  inventions  have  either  been 
made  or  are  under  consideration.  An  extremely  skilful  bit  of  work,  done  in  co-operation 
with  the  General  Post  Office,  is  the  production  of  a  switchboard  which,  in  conjunction 
with  a  new  Post  Office  semi-automatic  telephone  exchange,  may  enable  a  man  with  no 
hands  to  become  a  telephone  operator.  This  experiment  is  in  its  early  stages,  and  we  must 
not  be  disappointed  if  it  presents  us  with  many  setbacks,  and  is  not  in  the  end  a  success, 
but  it  is  progressing  well.  Three  St.  Dunstaners  who  have  lost  their  hands  are  helping  us 
to  try  to  work  it  out.  Dialling  machines  to  help  telephone  operators  to  learn  how  to  dial 
and  to  enable  them  to  enter  into  competition  with  each  other  in  the  matter  of  dialling  are 
other  inventions  which  are  on  the  way.  The  competition  is  to  see  who  can  dial  ten  numbers 
correctly  the  first.  An  automatic  dialler  which  enables  the  telephone  operator  to  get  the 
numbers  which  he  most  frequently  uses  by  pressing  a  button  instead  of  by  using  the  dial 
is  another  idea  which  is  being  worked  out. 

In  addition  to  research  on  apparatus,  we  are  conducting  active  research  on  new  jobs 
for  both  hand  and  brain.  It  should  be  remembered  that  nine  out  of  ten,  or  perhaps  even  a 
higher  percentage,  of  all  ideas  come  to  nothing  in  the  immediate  present,  or  the  near  future, 
but  they  all  teach  us  something  about  the  world  we  live  in,  and  now  and  then  we  strike  a 
winner. 

Mr.   Otta way's   Retirement 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway  has  retired  from  the  service  of  St.  Dunstan's.  The  important  offices 
he  held,  and  the  consequence  of  his  retirement,  are  referred  to  in  detail  on  another  page. 
As  Superintendent  of  the  Workshops  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  war  period  he  played 
a  great  part  in  the  early  training  of  many  h  mdreds  of  older  St.  Dunstaners.  Between  the 
wars  he  occupied  various  positions  in  the  After-Care  organisation  on  both  the  social  and 
the  technical  side.  When  this  war  began  Mr.  Ottaway  was  on  the  point  of  retirement,  but 
I  asked  him  if  he  would  stay  on  for  a  few  years  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  unrivalled 
knowledge  and  experience  in  connection  with  the  Training  Centre,  and  for  some  years  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Staff  Committee  at  Church  Stretton,  which  advised  what  careers  and 
occupations  the  new  St.  Dunstaners  should  follow.  In  the  early  months  of  this  war  he  was 
responsible  for  an  exceedingly  valuable  piece  of  research  work,  reviewing  all  the  occupations 
followed  by  the  older  St.  Dunstaners,  assessing  our  successes  and  failures  as  a  background 
for  our  study  of  professional,  commercial  and  industrial  activities. 

Each  St.  Dunstaner  will  remember  Mr.  Ottaway  differently,  according  to  his  contact 
with  him.  One  memory  may  go  back  to  the  Workshop  in  Regent's  Park  ;  another  to  an 
interview,  where  understanding  and  friendly  help  were  the  keynote.  I  myself  remember 
him  for  his  wise  and  firm  counsel  in  committee,  and  particularly,  perhaps,  presiding  over 
after-care  reunions  all  over  the  country,  which  were  such  an  important  feature  of  our 
peace-time  St.  Dunstan's. 

Mr.  Ottaway  gave  all  he  had  to  St.  Dunstan's  and  to  St.  Dunstaners.  That  was  much, 
for  he  is  endowed  with  gifts  of  kindly  thought  and  honesty  of  purpose  above  the  average. 
The  Council  of  St.  Dunstan's  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  will  mark  the  occasion  of 
his  retirement  by  a  presentation  at  their  next  Council  Meeting. 

All  St.  Dunstaners  will,  I  know,  wish  him  and  Mrs.  Ottaway  the  very  best  of  good 
luck  in  his  retirement.  I  commend  to  the  notice  of  all  St.  Dunstaners  the  suggestion  made 
to  the  Editor  in  another  column  by  some  of  our  Welsh  comrades  which  will,  I  know,  be 
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echoed  from  many  parts  of  the  country,  that  St.  Dunstaners  as  a  whole  should  join  to  make 
a  presentation  to  Mr.  Ottaway  as  a  token  of  their  affection. 

Just  as  the  last  issue  of  the  Review  was  going  to  press,  we  recorded  the  death  of 
Mrs.  M.  Moore,  Telephony  Instructress  and  After-Care  Supervisor.  Mrs.  Moore  made 
her  own  contribution  to  St.  Dunstan's  history  by  firmly  establishing  telephone  operating 
as  a  commercial  occupation  of  the  greatest  importance  for  a  large  body  of  our  men.  She 
was  the  first  instructress,  the  first  to  place  men  in  jobs,  and  for  a  lifetime  she  looked  after 
their  interests.  She  died  in  harness  and,  without  doubt,  her  death  was  accelerated  by  her 
determination,  in  spite  of  her  doctor's  and  my  own  personal  persuasion,  to  carry  on  with 
her  job.  She  will  be  remembered  with  affection  by  men  and  staff  alike. 

IAN  PRASE  R. 


Service  Pensions 
A  New  Concession 

The  Government  have  recently  issued 
regulations  under  which  percentage  in- 
creases are  made  to  certain  Service  pensions. 

The  regulations  are  somewhat  compli- 
cated, and  it  is  not  proposed  to  detail  them 
here,  but  if  every  man  who  is  in  receipt  of 
a  Service  pension — whether  it  be  in  addition 
to  his  normal  flat  rate  disability  pension,  or 
whether  he  receives  it  separately  from  any 
other  source — will  write  to  Mr.  Askew, 
giving  full  details,  he  will  go  carefully  into 
each  case  to  see  whether  any  increase  is 
payable. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  the 
only  person  who  can  be  in  receipt  of  a 
Service  pension  is  a  long-service  man.  A 
soldier  who  enlisted  for  the  period  of  the 
Great  War  or  the  present  war  would  not 
be  eligible  for  a  Service  pension,  and  is  not, 
therefore,  affected  by  the  present  increase. 

Education  Allowances 

Lord  Teviot,  d.s.o.,  m.c,  a  member  of 
St.  Dunstan's  Council  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  recently  joined,  with  others,  in  the 
House  of  Lords  to  press  the  Government 
to  improve  widows'  and  children's  allow- 
ances. The  Government  made  a  concession, 
under  which  education  allowances  for  the 
children  of  all  ranks  may  be  raised  to  a 
maximum  of  £80  a  year,  and  may  be  paid 
at  the  age  of  five  years,  instead  of  eight  years. 

The  rules  governing  these  allowances  are : 

(a)  That  the  circumstances  of  the  family 
are  such  as  to  require  the  allowance,  and 

(b)  That  the  Minister  of  Pensions  is 
satisfied  that  the  type  of  education  which 
the  child  is  receiving,  or  is  to  receive,  is 
suitable  for  the  child,  and  that  he  would 
have  been  likely,  having  regard  to  his  ability 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  family,  to 
receive  an  education  of  the  same  type  if  the 
pensioner  had  not  been  disabled. 


St.  Dunstaner  becomes  a  Canon 

We  offer  our  warmest  congratulations  to 
our  St.  Dunstaner,  W.  G.  Speight,  formerly 
the  Rev.  Speight,  of  Palamcottah,  India, 
upon  whom  a  canonry  has  been  conferred 
in  recognition  of  his  long  service.  On  April 
6th  he  celebrated  the  25th  anniversary  of  his 
arrival  in  India  to  take  up  his  post  as 
Principal  of  the  Missionary  School  for  the 
Blind,  Palamcottah,  in  Southern  India. 

At  the  end  of  1939  he  returned  to  this 
country,  where  he  was  ordained  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  he  returned 
to  India  shortly  afterwards.  His  rapid  rise 
from  Deacon  to  Canon  is  exceptional  in  the 
ranks  of  blind  or  sighted,  and  is  a  tribute  to 
his  devoted  service  and  fine  leadership  in  the 
arduous  work  he  has  chosen.  His  school, 
which  is  a  model  of  its  kind  in  the  Indian 
Empire,  is  proof  of  the  amazing  success  he 
has  achieved  in  this  sphere  ;  his  new  honour 
is  well  deserved,  and  will  be  welcomed  by 
St.  Dunstaners  everywhere. 

Another  St.  Dunstaner  Honoured 

Yet  another  St.  Dunstaner  has  been 
honoured  for  bravery  in  the  field.  We  send 
our  congratulations  to  Sergt.  Walter  Such, 
of  the  Wiltshire  Regiment,  and  now  at  our 
Training  Centre  at  Church  Stretton,  who  has 
been  awarded  the  Military  Medal  for 
gallantry   in    action  in   Italy. 

Silver  Weddings 

Many  congratulations  to  the  following : — 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Biggs,  Sedgley,  June 
9th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Thomas,  Cranbrook, 
September  1st;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Smith, 
Parbold,  near  Wigan,  August  26th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  Pugh,  Finchley. 

St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 
On  Saturday,  September  2nd,  the  Bridge 
Club  won  its  match  against  Dr.  Paul  Stern 
by  3,200.   The  Club  has  now  won   three 
matches  out  of  four. 
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Mr.  Ottaway  Retires 

St.  Dunstaners  will  have  read  with  great 
regret  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Ottaway. 

Mr.  Ottawav  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  on 
February  28th,  1918..  He  was  Workshops 
Superintendent  in  Regent's  Park  until  April, 
1928,  when  the  transfer  of  the  Workshops 
was  made  to  Raglan  Street,  Kentish  Town. 
He  then  took  complete  charge  of  the 
Workshops  and  Stores.  At  the  end  of  1932, 
upon  the  temporary  appointment  of  Mr. 
Swain  to  the  position  of  Appeals  Organiser, 
Mr.  Ottaway  became  Manager  of  the  After- 
Care  Department,  being  responsible  for 
after-care  reunions,  technical  and  social 
visiting,  and  all  technical  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  trades  followed  by  St. 
Dunstaners.  In  1937  Commander  A.  D.  D. 
Smyth  joined  the  staff,  and  Mr.  Ottaway 
became  Welfare  Superintendent,  Southern 
Area,  while  Commander  Smyth  was  respon- 
sible for  the  Northern  Area. 

We  hope  the  time  is  not  too  distant  when 
Commander  Smyth  will  join  us  again,  to 
take  an  active  part  in  our  post-war  welfare 
organisation. 

Suggested  Presentation 

Information  has  reached  the  Editor  that 
two  groups  of  St.  Dunstaners  in  Wales  have 
expressed  a  wish  to  contribute  to  a  presenta- 
tion to  Mr.  Ottaway.  We  are  sure  that  this 
will  also  be  the  wish  of  many  other  St. 
Dunstaners,  and  those  who  would  like  to 
be  associated  with  such  a  gift  are  asked  to 
send  their  subscriptions  to  Mr.  Askew,  who 
will  gladly  act  as  Hon.  Treasurer. 

Telephony  Placement  and 
After  Care 

St.  Dunstan's  telephonists  will  wish  to 
hear  of  the  arrangements  which  have  been 
made  following  the  death  of  Mrs.  Moore. 

It  will  be  realised  that,  with  the  advent  of 
new  war  telephonists,  and  the  fact  of  Mrs. 
Moore's  poor  health,  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  second  appointment.  Miss  M.  M. 
Macdiarmid,  of  the  London  Telephone 
Region,  was  appointed,  responsible  to 
Mr.  H.  Bennett,  whose  function  is  to 
co-ordinate  the  placement  and  after-care  of 
all  men  following  commercial  or  industrial 
occupations. 

Miss  Macdiarmid  will  in  future  be 
responsible  for  the  settlement  and  technical 
after-care  of  all  telephone  operators. 


St.  Dunstan's,  India, 
Formally  Opened 

On  July  17th,  St.  Dunstan's,  India,  was 
formally  opened  by  His  Excellency  Sir 
Maurice  Hallett,  Governor  of  United 
Provinces.  The  weather  was  fine  and  sunny, 
the  grounds  were  spick  and  span  in  conse- 
quence of  excellent  work  by  the  gardeners 
and  coolies,  and  the  buildings  looked  well 
amid  their  lush,  green  trees.  There  was  an 
imposing  gathering  of  official  and  military 
representatives  in  Dehra  Dun,  and  many 
members  of  the  rich  and  influential  Indian 
community  were  also  present. 

The  bearing  of  St.  Dunstan's  men  was 
magnificent.  Their  smartness  and  drill  were 
first-rate,  and  their  exhibition  of  work  in 
their  various  departments  could  not  have 
been  bettered.  After  the  inspection  of  the 
men,  the  formal  opening  took  place  in  one 
of  the  new  workshops.  Sir  Maurice  Hallett, 
who  is  a  firm  friend  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
stressed  the  immense  advantage  it  was  to 
India  that  St.  Dunstan's  should  have  opened 
a  training  centre  in  India,  and  he  and  other 
speakers  earnestly  hoped  that  it  would  soon 
lead  to  an  attempt  to  attack  the  big  problem 
of  eye  diseases  and  the  tragedy  of  blindness 
throughout  India. 

There  are  now  between  thirty  and  forty 
blinded  Indian  soldiers  at  Dehra  Dun  under- 
going training,  and  others  have  been 
reported  and  will  shortly  be  admitted.  The 
men  are  keen  and  cheerful,  and  the  great 
majority  are  taking  their  courses  very 
seriously. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for 
British  blinded  casualties  to  be  flown  to 
the  United  Kingdom  from  India. 

Births 
Etherington. — To  the  wife  of  G.  Ether- 

ington,  of  Windlesham,  a  daughter. 
Evans. — To  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Evans,  of 

Newport,  Mon.,  on  July  23rd,  a  daughter. 
Pretorius. — On  July  5th,  to  the  wife  of 

D.  P.  Pretorius  (South  Africa),  new  war 

St.  Dunstaner,  a  daughter. 
Marriage 
Treglown — Pool. — On    August    4th,    at 

St.   Dunstan's   Chapel,   Church   Stretton, 

the  Rev.  Geoffrey  L.  Treglown,  m.b.e., 

to   Miss   Beryl   M.   Pool. 
Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  George 
Green,  son  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner,  is 
reported  wounded  and  missing. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

To  all  who  have  been  at  Church  Stretton 
the  name  of  Messrs.  Sheratts,  the  builders, 
will  be  familiar.  One  of  their  lorrymen, 
when  out  cycling  one  evening,  met  with  a 
fatal  accident,  leaving  a  widow  and  three 
small  children  almost  unprovided  for.  St. 
Dnnstan's  trainees  saw  an  opening  for 
service,  promptly  organised  several  money- 
making  stunts,  and  were  able  to  present 
Mrs.  Price  with  £127.  Good  brothers! 

After  an  eye  operation  in  "  Tiger,"  Padre 
Treglown's  patience  has  been  rewarded  by 
a  return  of  a  certain  amount  of  sight.  He 
was  married  in  the  little  St.  Dunstan's 
chapel,  the  Rev.  A.  Nugee  officiating. 

Ronny  Ettridge  brought  his  baby  girl  to 
be  christened  there ;  all  good  wishes  to 
Miss  Sonia. 

Elsie  and  Brenda,  from  Belmont,  were 
confirmed  by  Bishop  Nixon,  after  being 
prepared  by  our  Padre ;  the  Bishop's 
beautiful  little  private  chapel  made  a  perfect 
setting  for  the  quiet,  intimate  service. 

The  sports,  held  at  Brockhurst,  were  a 
big  success,  heartily  enjoyed  by  com- 
petitors and  crowds  of  admirers,  and 
showing  a  high  standard  of  achievement 
(despite  short  practice-time).  After  the  flat 
race  for  sightless  men,  one  onlooker  kept 
repeating:  "But  it's  just  impossible  \" 
Another  outstanding  event  was  the  Open 
Relay  Race,  when  St.  Dunstan's  asked  to 
put  in  a  team  ;  they  were  only  two  seconds 
behind  the  (very  fast)  winning  team  from 
H.M.  Forces.  Two  masters  from  Shrewsbury 
Schools  gave  kind  and  welcome  help  in  the 
arrangements.  The  prizes  were  presented 
by  Lady  Fraser. 

Then  a  Tug-of-War  challenge  (teams  of 
eight)  from  the  I.T.C.  was  accepted; 
despite  some  of  our  men  being  at  a  disad- 
vantage with  shoes  on  the  concrete,  it  was 
three  and  a  half  minutes  before  the  enemy 
could  pull  them  over  ;  at  the  second  time 
they  were  again  successful  (through  recover- 
ing more  quickly);  for  the  third  pull  they 
were  blindfolded.  Thereat  St.  Dunstaners 
just  got  them  to  the  mark,  fcmt  alas !  feeling 
the  queer  antics  of  the  rope  was  too  much 
for  our  team,  who  dissolved  in  laughter! 

Head  Orderly  Carter  (Longmynd)  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  our  staff  since  Mr. 
Hawketts  became  absorbed  in  the  extension 
works.  Late  sergeant  in  the  Police  Force  (hie 
was  invalided  out),  he  offered  temporary 
help   at   St.    Dunstan's   during   a   snatched 


holiday  in  Church  Stretton,  and  is  now 
welcomed  permanently. 

Mr.  Bampton  and  Mr.  Toner  have  happily 
organised  two  informal  Concerts  by 
Trainees,  ably  helped  by  Head  Orderlies 
Fraser  (Brockhurst)  and  Carter.  Much  talent 
is  being  discovered. 

The  crowning  musical  triumphs  were 
two  performances  of  "  St.  Dunstan's 
Revue "  at  the  end  of  term ;  choruses, 
solos- — vocal  and  instrumental,  accordion 
band,  saxophone  trio,  and  a  new  departure, 
"  The  Rumba  Band,"  provided  a  really 
good  show.  Johnny  Lee's  parting  turn  with 
Bill  Phillips,  *  Fishing,"  was  most  spirited. 
But  the  peak  item  was  "  Carmen,"  choruses 
and  solos  all  in  gorgeous  costume.  Gwen, 
a  gay,  dazzling  gipsy,  richly  deserved  her 
bouquet,  presented  by  an  American  trainee. 

Then  there  was  Brockhurst's  party  in  the 
big  hall,  with  200  or  more  guests.  Staff  and 
trainees  kept  the  fun  going — from  the 
opening  chorus  ("  Sister,  Sister,  where's 
"),     the     delicious     "  adjective 


my    — 

report,"  which  we  hope  Mr.  Editor  will 
find  space  for  next  month,  and  Brains  Trust 
throughout  the  evening.  Ronny  Ettridge 
was  compere  at  the  microphone. 

Again  a  list  of  delightful  dance  invitations 
and  concert  parties.  We  must  not  omit  jolly 
visits  from  Tommy  Trinder,  with  Teddy 
Foster  and  his  Band,  and  the  variety 
concert,  featuring  Anne  Shelton. 

The  senior  massage  class  delayed  moving 
on  to  London  in  June,  owing  to  fly  bombs. 
Jock  Steele  has  been  ably  coping  with  his 
three  classes  (21  students  in  all),  with  the 
temporary  help  of  Don  Baker  and  Geoff. 
Cock.  But  the  seniors  (Mike  Delaney,  Jim 
Delaney,  R.  Ettridge,  J.  Legge,  and  B. 
Purcell)  will  be  going  on  to  a  house  in 
Rickmans worth   in    September. 

We  are  very  glad  that  Tom  Hart  (ex 
prisoner  of  war),  now  expert  telephonist,  is 
staying  with  us  as  assistant  telephony 
instructor.  Special  congratulations  to  him. 
Johnny  Lee  has  a  telephony  post  in  Liver- 
pool, also  Alan  Reynolds  ;  Len  Hullemby 
a  capstan  lathe  job  at  Oldham  ;  Alan  Key 
goes  to  a  factory  in  Nottingham ;  Elsie 
Aldred,  breaking  new  ground,  to  tele- 
phony ;  Sally  Ashurst  to  her  own  home ; 
Mark  Kingsnorth  to  help  in  his  Old  job 
awaiting  settlement ;  W.  Sampson  to 
poultry  and  joinery  in  his  home  ;  and  Thelma 
Meredith  to  her  home  to  make  trays  such  as 
a  two-handed  worker  might  be  proud  of. 
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Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing. — N.  Dugdale,  J.  C.  Doughty, 
F.  Howse,  A.  Palmer,  F.  Welch,  R. 
Stephens,  D.  Faulkener,  E.  Griffiths,  V. 
Kennard,  A.  Hobson,  T.  Caswell,  H. 
Devonport,  T.  Barton,  W.   Such. 

Braille  (Interline  Reading). — J.  Hobbs, 
F.'  Treghorn,  E.  Pratt,  W.  Shea,  J.  Nicol, 
L.  Davies,  D.  Coupe,  V.  Kennard. 

Braille  (Writing).— R.  Kitt,  M.  Kings- 
north,  K.  Revis,  S.  Tutton,  I.  Darling, 
E.  Foster,  H.  Petty. 

W.  Cadman's  name  was  omitted  last  April 
from  those  who  passed  the  braille  writing 
test. 

Sports  Results 

1.  Throwing  the  Cricket  Ball — 

1,  B.  Phillips,  236ft.  4in.  ;  2,  H.  Petty,  217ft.  lin.  ; 
3,  D.  Coupe,  216ft. 

2.  70  Yards  (totally  blind)— 

1,  B.  Phillips,  8  2/5th  sees.  ;  2,  C.  Beaumont- 
Edmonds,  9  sees.  ;  3,  D.  Faulkner,  9  2/5th 
sees. 

3.  70  Yards  (semi-sighted) — 

1,  B.  Morris,  8  4/5th  sees.  ;  2,  H.  Devonport  and 
A.  Simpson  (tied),  9  sees. 

4.  Egg-and-Spoon  Race  (Blind  Ladies) — 

1,  Elsie  Aldred  ;  2,  Brenda  Henderson  ;  3,  Gwen 
Obern. 

5.  House  Relay — 

1,  Longmynd,  37  3/5th  sees.  ;  2,  Brockhurst, 
38  3/5th  sees.  ;  3,  Battlefield,  39  2/5th  sees. 

6.  Long  Jump — 

1,  B.  Morris,  7ft.  lOJin.  ;  2,  B.  Phillips,  7ft.  10|in.  ; 
3,  J.  Cope,  7ft.  8in. 
7      Sack  Race — 
1,  A.  Simpson  ;  2,  H.  Devonport ;  3,  G.  Durrant. 

8.  Veterans'  Race — 

1,  A/c.  Dacre  ;  2,  Mr.  Bankes-Williams  ;  3,  S/L. 
Bartlett. 

9.  Throwing  the  Discus — 

1,  D.  Coupe,  86ft.  3in.  ;  2,  B.  Phillips,  81ft.  2in.  ; 
3,  K.  Revis,  75ft.  llin. 

10.  Three-legged  Race — 

B.  Morris,  K.  Revis,  A.  Simpson. 

11.  Tandem  Cycle  "  Tortoise  "  Race — 

1,  Miss  A.  Purcell  and  C.  Beaumont-Edmonds  ; 

2,  Lady  Buckmaster  and  Bill  Shea. 

12.  Putting  the  Weight,  Throwing  the  Medicine 

Ball— 
1,  L.  Cadman,  38ft.  7in.  ;  2,  Bill  Morris,  36ft.  7in.  ; 

3,  H.  Petty,  36ft.  6in. 

1,  B.  Phillips,  47ft.  4in. ;  2,  H.  Petty,  42ft.  6in.  ; 
3,  M.  Delaney,  30ft.  6in. 

13.  Ladies'  Race,  Open — 

1,  Mrs.  Theobald  ;  2,  Miss  Hayes-Newington  ; 
3,  Muriel  Jones. 

14.  Walking  Race — 

1,  C.  Chadwick ;  2,  B.  Morris  ;  3,  I.  Galloway. 

15.  Relay  Race,  Open — 

1,  Monkmoor  "  A  "  Team,  34  l/5th  sees.  ;  2, 
Monkmoor  "  B  "  Team,  35  2/5th  sees.  ;  3, 
Shawbury,  35  4/5th  sees.  ;  4,  St.  Dunstan's, 
36  3/5th  sees. 

16.  Tug-of-War— 
Longmynd. 


On  Active  Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the 
death  of  a  number  of  young  St.  Dunstaners 
on  active  service.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is 
extended  to  the  following  : — 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Sheridan,  of  Glasgow, 
whose  son,  Francis,  has  been  killed  in  an 
accident  in  Tripoli. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Brown,  of 
Nuneaton,  whose  son,  Dennis,  was  killed 
in  action  in  Normandy  a  short  while  after 
he  had  landed. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Hurst,  of  Great 
Longstone,  whose  son,  Dick,  has  been 
killed  in  North- West  Europe. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Weeks,  of  Bristol, 
whose  son,  Jesse,  was  killed  in  action  in 
Normandy  in  July. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Treby,  of  Fordham, 
Colchester,  whose  son,  John,  lost  his  life 
in  June  during  an  operational  training  flight. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Chambers,  of 
Northenden,  whose  son,  John,  has  been 
killed  in  the  course  of  flying  operations. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Briggs,  of 
Norwich,  whose  eldest  son  has  died  as  a 
result  of  wounds  sustained  in  Normandy. 

Deaths 

We  offer  our  very  sincere  sympathy  this 
month  to  the  following  : — 
Crook. — To  A.  P.  V.  Crook,  of  Shrewsbury, 

whose  mother  has  died  at  the  age  of  92. 
Gregory. — To    E.    Gregory,    of  Aldham, 

whose,  wife  passed  away   on   September 

13th  after  a  long  illness. 
Lynch. — To  P.  J.  Lynch,  of  Sandringham, 

Australia,  who  lost  his  wife  on  Sept.  1st. 
Murray. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Murray,  of 

Keady,    Ireland,    whose    son    has    been 

killed  as  a  result    of  enemy   action.    He 

leaves  a  widow  and  two  small  children. 
Simpson. — To    J.    W.    Simpson,    of   New 

Edlington,  Doncaster,  whose  wife  passed 

away  on  August  8th. 

Mrs.  Moore 

Mrs.  Moore's  sisters  wish  to  thank  every- 
body, in  all  the  various  departments  of 
St.  Dunstan's,  for  their  kind  messages  and 
sympathy  at  the  time  of  their  great  bereave- 
ment. 

They  would  especially  like  to  thank  all 
her  men,  both  old  and  new,  who,  from  the 
time  she  was  taken  ill  up  to  the  present  day, 
have  sent  to  express  their  sorrow  at  her 
loss,  and  their  appreciation  of  her  work 
for  them. 
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4  In  Jttrmorg  " 


Private  Charles  Richard  Newell,  Royal  Fusiliers 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  C.  R.  Newell,  of  Bamfurlong,  which  came  very  suddenly 
on  June  24th,  following  a  scratch  on  the  leg  whilst  gardening. 

Wounded  in  France  in  June,  1916,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  three  years  later,  where  he  was  trained 
as  a  poultry  farmer.  He  was  most  successful  in  his  chosen  profession. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  many  flowers.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  children  in  their  bereavement. 

Private  Richard  Alfred  Clarke,  Royal  Fusiliers  and  Middlesex  Regiment 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  another  of  our  poultry  farmers,  R.  A.  Clarke,  of 

Gunnislake,  Cornwall. 

He  was  wounded  in  France  in  1916,  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  early  in  1917.  He  was  a  very  successful 

poultry  farmer,  and  worked  right  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  July  6th. 

A  wreath  was  sent  for  the  funeral  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.    He  leaves 

a  widow  and  two  children,  to  whom  we  offer  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Private  Daniel  Aherne,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  D.  Aherne,  of  Cork. 

He  came  to  us  as  recently  as  1938,  his  sight  having  failed  as  a  result  of  gas  received  early  in  the  last 
war.  As  he  was  no  longer  a  young  man,  he  did  not  take  up  serious  training. 

On  July  9th  he  was  on  a  visit  to  his  brother,  and  was  spending  a  happy  evening  with  him  when  he 
collapsed  in  his  chair  and  passed  away. 

St.  Dunstaners  D.  Driscoll,  J.  Twoomey,  P.  Condon  and  M.  Conroy  attended  the  funeral,  and  among 
the  flowers  was  a  sheaf  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relatives,  and  particularly  to  his  sister,  who  has  cared  for 
him  for  many  years. 

Lance  Corpora?  Henry  Myford,  11th  West  Kent  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  H.  Myford,  of  Croydon,  at  the  early  age  of  46. 

He  was  wounded  at  Ypres  in  December,  1916,  and  on  coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  took  up  poultry 
farming  ;  later,  however,  he  gave  this  up  in  favour  of  netting.  A  severe  illness  in  September,  1939,  left  him 
partially  paralysed  ;  his  death  on  July  13th  ended  many  years'  suffering,  patiently  borne. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  children  in  their  loss. 

Private  Edward  Lupton,  3rd  East  Lancashire  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  E.  Lupton,  of  Ashton-on-Ribble,  near  Preston. 

Enlisting  in  August,  1914,  he  came  to  us  in  June,  1920.  He  had  been  blinded  five  years  earlier  in  France, 
as  the  result  of  an  explosion.  He  learned  joinery,  netting,  and  poultry  as  a  hobby,  but  of  late  years  his  very 
indifferent  health  had  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  lead  a  quiet  life.  His  health  grew  worse,  and  he  passed 
auay  at  his  home  on  July  16th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Preston  Cemetery,  when  the  "  Last  Post  "  was  sounded  over  his  grave.  The 
East  Lancashire  Regiment  was  represented  by  Major  Vaughan,  and  also  present  were  Matron  Davies  and 
Miss  Dunphy,  representing  St.  Dunstan's,  and  representatives  of  the  Old  Contemptibles'  Association,  the 
East  Lancashire  Regimental  Association,  and  the  Great  War  Disabled  Men's  Association  (Blackpool  Branch). 
A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  many  flowers. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  son,  to  whom  our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended. 

Sergeant  Joshua  Heaps  Mellor,  Yorkshire  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  H.  Mellor,  of  Addiscombe. 

After  being  severely  gassed  in  the  last  war,  his  sight  failed,  and  he  came  to  us  in  1929,  and  was  trained 
as  a  masseur.  He  built  up  an  excellent  practice,  but  his  health  began  to  fail  this  year.  He  was  admitted 
to  hospital,  where  he  had  two  very  severe  operations,  and  he  died  shortly  after  the  second  one,  on  July  27th. 

He  was  cremated  and  the  ashes  were  taken  by  his  son,  Cedric,  and  scattered  at  sea. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Mellor  and  her  son  and  daughter. 

Pioneer  Albert  Edward  Hart  Brown,  Royal  Engineers 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  E.  H.  Brown,  a  permanent  resident  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
Melplash  Court. 

Coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1920,  he  was  trained  in  mat-making,  but  his  health  was  never  good, 
and  very  soon  he  was  forced  to  give  this  up.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1934,  his  health  deteriorated 
rapidly,  and  for  the  past  two  years  he  had  been  at  our  Melplash  Home. 

His  death  took  place  very  suddenly  on  July  30th.  The  Vicar  of  Melplash,  the  Rev.  Arthur  Pope, 
conducted  the  funeral  service,  which  was  attended  by  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  staying  at  the  Home.  A  wreath 
from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  many  wreaths. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Parsley,  his  sister. 

Lance  Corporal  George  Hessner,  3rd  Manchester  Regiment 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  G.  Hessner,  of  Wakefield,  who  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in 
1933,  although  he  had  served  from  1915  to  1919.  He  was  already  a  very  sick  man  and  was  not  able  to  do  more 
than  a  little  light  netting.  For  a  very  long  time  he  had  been  confined  to  bed,  and  he  was  removed  to  hospital 
only  a  few  days  before  his  death  on  August  5th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  many  flowers. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Good  Old  Brighton 

ANYONE  who  prophesies  a  date  for  the  end  of  the  European  war  is  unwise,  but  those 
of  us  who  have  to  plan  for  public  affairs  or  for  business  have  to  take  a  view  about 
such  a  matter,  for  without  an  assumption  you  have  no  starting  point  for  a  plan. 
I  naturally  hope  the  war  will  be  over  this  year,  and  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  impossible, 
but  my  assumption  is  that  it  will  last  well  into  next  year.  Naturally,  St.  Dunstan's  wants 
to  go  back  to  Brighton  as  soon  as  possible,  but  much  must  happen  before  that  can  come 
about.  First  of  all,  the  European  war  must  come  to  an  end,  then  we  must  get  possession 
of  St.  Dunstan's  building  at  Ovingdean,  then  we  must  do  it  up  and  make  any  necessary 
alterations  or  additions.  All  this  will  take  time. 

We  have  no  fixed  plan  yet,  and  what  I  write  here  is  only  surmise.  I  expect  we  shall 
decide  that  the  building  at  Ovingdean  is  to  be  a  training  centre  for  a  few  years,  while 
substantial  numbers  of  young  people  from  this  war  still  require  training.  We  may  have 
to  build  a  hut  or  two  round  about  and  make  other  alterations.  I  expect  the  old  building 
at  West  House,  Portland  Place,  may  for  a  time  be  an  extension  of  the  training  centre,  but 
as  quickly  as  possible  I  shall  have  in  mind  trying  to  make  it  available  for  a  convalescent 
home  for  men  of  the  last  war. 

We  may  have  another  home  in  Brighton  for  young  fellows  of  this  war,  who  are  too 
badly  wounded  for  training  at  first,  and  who  need  a  quiet  place  where  they  can  get  back 
their  strength  and  do  a  little  preliminary  work. 

None  of  these  details  is  settled,  they  are  only  thoughts  at  present.  But  there  are  two 
principles  which  I  think  can  be  mentioned  with  certainty.  One  is  that  we  will  stay  at  Church 
Stretton  until  the  peak  of  our  numbers  due  to  this  war  is  passed,  or  at  any  rate  until  the 
risk  of  substantially  increased  numbers  coming  in  over  a  short  period  of  time  is  passed. 
The  second  principle  is  that  when  we  move  we  shall  try  to  concentrate  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  training  activities  in  or  around  the  Ovingdean  building  and  in  Brighton  generally. 
Without  doubt  we  shall  maintain  the  northern  convalescent  home  at  Blackpool,  at  any  rate 
for  some  few  years,  and  the  home  at  Bridport  for  some  little  time  after  the  European  war 
is  over. 

A  Talking  Book  about  Brighton 

Writing  about  Brighton  reminds  me  that  I  have  just  read  a  most  excellent  Talking 
Book.  It  is  called  "  Regency,"  is  written  by  D.  L.  Murray,  and  read  by  Stephen  Jack. 
Stephen  Jack  is  an  extremely  good  reader,  able  to  personate  the  characters  in  this  book 
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to  the  life,  and  very  amusing  many  of  them  are.  It  is  the  tale  of  three  generations,  from  the 
time  of  the  Regent  up  to  the  present  day,  and  is  centred  mainly  round  Brighton.  St.  Dunstaners 
who  have  so  many  recollections  of  Brighton,  and  know  so  many  of  the  names  and  places, 
will  find  this  background  of  particular  interest,  though  I  commend  the  book  not  on  this 
account  alone,  but  because  it  is  extremely  good  reading.  It  is  full  of  excitement  and  interest 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  will  give  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble  to  send  for  it  great 
pleasure. 

Rifle  Shooting 

No  notes  that  I  have  written  for  a  long  time  have  created  so  much  interest  as  the 
paragraphs  on  the  subject  of  a  device  for  detecting  obstacles  and  other  inventions,  which 
I  wrote  last  month.  I  wish  to  emphasise  the  point  I  made  in  those  Notes,  that  these 
experiments  are  in  their  very  early  stages,  and  that  while  the  marvels  of  science  may  lead 
to  anything  in  the  future,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  chances  of  success  of  any 
particular  invention  so  complicated  and  so  difficult  as  the  one  I  described  are  high.  But 
that  does  not  mean  that  we  are  not  going  on  with  it ;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  pursuing  it 
actively.  It  may  be  some  months  before  I  report  again  upon  this  subject,  for  while  I  want 
St.  Dunstaners  to  know  that  we  are  exploring  any  scientific  invention  that  may  be  of  the 
slightest  use  to  any  of  us,  I  do  not  want  to  build  up  hopes  that  would  not  be  justified  by 
circumstances. 

On  anofher  page  is  a  letter  from  an  old  St.  Dunstaner,  C.  E.  Temperton,  in  which 
he  says  that  he  is  a  good  shot  with  an  airgun.  His  method  is  to  shoot  at  a  sound,  or 
even  to  shoot  at  his  son's  hand  ;  he  must  have  a  brave  son,  or  he  must  have  a  very  hard 
hand.  It  is  interesting  that  this  letter  should  arrive  at  this  moment,  for  only  last  month, 
at  Church  Stretton,  we  had  a  discussion  about  indoor  and  outdoor  sports,  and  Air 
Commodore  Dacre,  the  Commandant  at  Church  Stretton,  suggested  rifle  shooting.  I  asked 
him  to  write  a  memorandum  on  this  subject,  and  I  received  it  a  week  or  two  ago.  In  it  he 
suggests  a  highly  interesting  technical  method,  by  which  blind  people  could  aim  and  shoot 
by  hearing  instead  of  by  seeing.  There  is  an  ordinary  standard  target  to  shoot  at,  and  at  an 
angle  from  the  line  of  fire  is  a  photo-electric  target,  which  is  excited  by  a  beam  of  light 
projected  at  an  angle  from  the  rifle.  The  proposal  is  that  the  marksman  should  wear  a  pair 
of  earphones,  in  which  he  would  hear  a  difference  of  intensity  of  noise,  or  a  different  kind 
of  noise,  according  to  the  part  of  the  target  that  he  was  aiming  at. 

Here  is  another  idea  which  may  come  to  nothing,  but  my  own  view  is  that  it  is 
practicable,  and  it  is  now  being  worked  out  with  a  view  to  a  model  being  made.  I  have 
often  thought  that  rifle  shooting  might  be  arranged  for  the  blind,  but  this  is  the  first  time 
that  a  practical  technical  proposal  has  been  put  up.  Let  us  hope  that  it  comes  to  something. 

Walking  Sticks 

At  Church  Stretton  there  are  the  usual  wires  and  posts,  which  will  be  remembered 
by  old  St.  Dunstaners  in  Regent's  Park  in  the  old  days.  Many  men  find  their  way  along 
the  wires  without  assistance,  others  venture  forth  in  the  streets  of  the  village,  and  in  recent 
months  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  walking  alone. 

I  welcome  this,  for  nothing  is  so  important  to  a  blind  man  as  the  ability  to  get  about 
alone  to  his  accustomed  haunts.  If  you  want  to  go  and  have  one  at  the  local,  you  often  want 
to  go  alone  ;  if  you  want  to  go  out  and  buy  a  packet  of  cigarettes,  sometimes  you  have  to 
go  alone  or  not  go  at  all.  Many  walk  alone  for  more  serious  business — if  there  is  such  a 
thing — as,  for  example,  going  to  work.  Church  Stretton  is  not  an  easy  place,  and  there  is 
some  danger  in  the  streets,  though  we  have  done  our  best  to  minimise  this.  But  my  view 
has  always  been  that  it  is  better  to  take  a  chance  and  walk  about  alone  than  to  sit  around, 
and  I  offer  my  congratulations  to  all  those  who  have  ventured  out  and  who  are  becoming 
so  adept  at  finding  their  way. 

I  am  surprised  to  learn  that  a  great  many  young  men  of  this  war  do  not  carry  a  walking 
stick.  I  think  perhaps  they  feel  that  the  traditional  tapping  walking  stick  is  so  out  of  tune 
with  the  St.  Dunstan's  spirit  that  they  had  better  not  carry  a  stick  at  all.  Now  nobody  dislikes 
the  traditional  tap,  tap,  tap  of  the  blind  man  more  than  I  do,  and  I  have  often  written  in 
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these  notes  about  looking  as  normal  as  you  can  in  your  daily  life,  but  to  carry  this  to  the 
extreme  of  refusing  to  take  a  walking  stick  out  of  doors  is,  I  venture  to  think,  to  make  the 
business  of  walking  about  alone  more  difficult  than  it  need  be.  I  do  not  carry  a  stick  indoors 
because  it  would  be  unnatural  and  would  jnake  you  look  blind,  but  it  is  quite  natural  to 
carry  a  stick  out  of  doors,  and  without  any  doubt  a  stick  extends  your  range  of  feeling  for 
a  curb,  or  a  corner,  or  a  lamp  post  by  a  yard  or  so,  and  is  an  enormous  help.  Because  you 
carry  a  stick  there  is  no  need  to  use  it  in  a  way  which  makes  you  look  helpless.  Indeed,  a 
man  who  finds  his  way  with  certainty  by  the  unobtrusive  use  of  his  stick  is  less  likely  to 
call  attention  to  himself  than  a  man  who  hesitates  and  isn't  quite  sure  where  he  is  because 
he  has  no  stick  to  feel  with.  So  my  advice  for  what  it's  worth  is,  do  without  a  stick  indoors 
but  always  take  one  with  you  out  of  doors. 

By  the  way,  I  personally  do  not  like  a  white  stick.  That  has  its  advantages,  I  know, 
but  I  prefer  an  ordinary  stick  just  like  the  other  ordinary  fellow  uses. 

South  African  St.  Dunstaner  Honoured 

News  has  just  reached  me  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Sons  of  England,  held  at  Bloemfontein, 
Orange  Free  State,  on  September  14th,  Advocate  R.  W.  Bowen,  m.p.,  was  elected  Grand 
President.  The  Sons  of  England  is  an  old-established  patriotic  society,  which  fosters  the 
British  connection  and  has  widespread  influence  in  the  Union. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  a  blind  man  has  held  this  most  important  office. 

Advocate  Bowen  was  wounded  at  Ypres  in  1917,  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  the 
following  year.  He  then  studied  law  at  Cambridge,  and  was  called  to  the  Bar  in  1920.  He 
returned  to  South  Africa  two  years  later.  He  is  a  successful  barrister,  and  in  1929  was  elected 
to  the  South  African  Parliament.  At  the  last  General  Election  he  was  returned  with  the 
second  biggest  majority  in  the  Union.  He  is  also  President  of  the  National  Council  for  the 
(Civilian)  Blind  in  South  Africa. 

Sam  Joseph,  Lord  Mayor 

Sir  Samuel  Joseph,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the  year  1942-43,  died  a  few  weeks  ago, 
at  the  age  of  54.  He  invited  a  large  party  of  St.  Dunstaners  to  lunch  with  him  at  the  Mansion 
House,  the  first  time  we  had  received  such  an  invitation.  Many  St.  Dunstaners  and  members 
of  the  staff  who  enjoyed  that  party  will  regret  the  passing  of  so  active  and  so  genial  a  public 
figure,  and  will  join  in  expressing  their  sympathy  to  Lady  Joseph  and  their  son,  who  is 
serving  in  the  Army. 

IAN   FRASER. 


Victory  (Ex-Services)  Club 

An  appeal  has  been  launched  for  the 
provision  of  a  Club  for  the  benefit  of  all 
ex-Service  men  and  women  of  the  fighting 
forces  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for 
ex-Service  visitors  from  the  Dominions  and 
Allied  Countries  after  the  war.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Veterans'  Association  and 
Allenby  (Services)  Club,  headed  by  Field 
Marshal  Sir  Philip  W.  Chetwode,  Bt.,  is 
sponsoring  the  appeal.  An  invitation  has 
been  extended  by  Sir  Philip  Chetwode  to  all 
ex-Service  men  and  women  of  St.  Dunstan's 
to  become  Honorary  Life  Members  of  the 
Club  when  re-built  and  established.  Our 
Council  has  gladly  accepted  this  invitation 
on  behalf  of  St.  Dunstaners. 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  the  Victory 
(Ex-Services)  Club  in  a  central  part  of 
London, 


Netting  Rings  Wanted 

Miss  Lomax,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Netting  Department  at  the  Training  Centre, 
is  in  urgent  need  of  netting  rings.  If  any 
St.  Dunstaner  can  help,  will  he  please  send 
direct  to  Miss  Lomax,  St.  Dunstan's 
Training  Centre,   Church    Stretton,   Salop. 

"  Dogs  against  Darkness  " 

Under  this  title,  Dickson  Hartwell  has 
recounted  the  story  of  the  Seeing  Eye — the 
American  counterpart  of  the  Guide  Dogs 
for  the  Blind  movement  in  England.  It  tells 
of  the  untiring  efforts  of  Dorothy  Eustis  to 
make  the  Seeing  Eye  possible,  and  there  are 
many  stories  of  the  way  in  which  blind  men 
and  women  recovered  their  self-confidence 
with  the  aid  of  the  dogs.  Sir  Ian  Fraser  has 
written  a  Foreword  to  the  book,  which  is 
published  by  Rich  &  Cowan  (16s.). 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Since  last  "  Notes  "  went  to  Press,  we 
have  had  26  days'  summer  holiday,  have 
returned  much  refreshed,  and  done  a  full 
month's  work. 

Brockhurst  opened  its  doors  to  those  who 
could  only  otherwise  holiday  in  unhealthy 
"  doodled "  areas.  Jolly  events  were 
planned,  including  a  day's  outing  to 
Aberdovey,  on  the  Welsh  coast,  picnicking 
en  route ;  another  expedition  was  to  the 
Birmingham  Granada  ("  Something  in  the 
Air "),  when  Jack  Hulbert  and  Cicely 
Courtneidge  specially  invited  our  boys  up 
to  meet  them  afterwards.  A  happy  incident 
occurred  that  day  also  when  the  lunch-bill 
was  asked  for,  and  it  transpired  that  some 
unknown  gentleman  had  already  paid  it  and 
quietly  left! 

Brockhurst  has  to  be  closed  for  essential 
alterations,  and  "  Denehurst,"  the  attractive 
ex-hotel  on  the  Shrewsbury  Road,  was 
ready  for  occupation  at  beginning  of  term 
—complete  with  huts.  Mrs.  Lang,  already 
well  known  at  St.  Dunstan's,  is  now 
Matron,  with  Miss  Sey,  a  good  friend 
(V.A.D.)  from  Canada,  as  Head  of  Lounge. 
It  started  right  off  as  a  happy  house,  and  the 
"  house-warming  " — with  some  200  guests 
— was  just  "  IT."  Dancing,  some  informal 
entertainment,  toothsome  food  and  drinks 
galore  ;  and  over  all  such  hospitality  and 
friendliness.  We  heartily  echo  Gwen's  song, 
"Bless  this  house!  " 

The  ex-workshops  at  Longmynd  are  also 
now  fitted  up  as  sleeping  huts,  with  the 
ex-dance  hall  there  as  dining  room,  to 
accommodate    increasing    numbers. 

One  outcome  of  these  changes  is  that 
instead  of  the  Church  Services  in  the  chapels 
of  Longmynd  and  Brockhurst,  Padre  now 
holds  a  special  St.  Dunstan's  Service  in  the 
Parish  Church  at  9.45  a.m.  each  Sunday, 
which  is  much  appreciated,  with  Bob 
Bridger  at  the  organ  and  a  voluntary  choir 
of  St.  Dunstan's  staff  and  men. 

More  changes,  too,  at  the  Essex  Centre. 
The  upholstery,  baskets,  boot-repairing,  and 
"  chippy  "  departments  have  all  moved  to 
much  larger  quarters  at  the  Makings,  the 
other  side  of  Sandford  Avenue. 

It  has  been  very  good  to  welcome  Mr.  Ell 
back  for  another  visit,  this  time  to  "  Tiger." 
It  is  not  only  that  his  clever  manipulation  of 
wonderful  gadgets  on  his  "  arms  "  is 
so   encouraging,    but    his    cheery    attitude 


towards    life   under  such  heavy  handicaps 
endears  him  to  all  St.  Dunstaners. 

Outdoor  activities  have  been  popular 
while '  weather  permits.  The  daily  goal- 
kicking  in  teams  proves  keenness  ;  and  the 
sports  practices,  twice  a  week,  produce  not 
only  fun  and  fitness  but  also  most  gratifying 
outside  triumphs.  In  a  Sports  Challenge  to 
an  R.A.F.  team,  St.  Dunstan's  led  on  points 
for  putting  the  weight  and  throwing  the 
cricket  and  medicine  balls,  but  lost  on  the 
tug-o'-war.  In  another  challenge,  the  medi- 
cine ball,  the  final  points  were  36  to  27 
against  us  ;  a  jolly  good  show,  though. 

The  Tandem  Club  is  very  flourishing  with 
ten  machines,  and  experienced  and  careful 
"  jockeys  "  wheeling  afield  every  suitable 
day  after  tea  ;  on  half-holidays  club  rides 
are  arranged,  making  jolly  parties  for  tea, 
often  at  "  The  Travellers'  Rest." 

The  Music  Circle  monthly  event  was  a 
C.E.M.A.  Concert.  The  three  artistes  were 
Samuel  Kutcher,  violinist ;  Janet  Howe, 
mezzo-soprano ;  and  Miss  Ethel  Cook, 
pianist ;  a  large  audience  proved  that  this 
Committee's  efforts  are  much  appreciated. 

St.  Dunstan's  own  Dance  Band  under- 
takes the  music  for  the  regular  Thursday 
dances.  For  the  Monday  dances  there  is 
usually  a  visiting  Band.  But  last  Monday, 
when  the  visiting  band  was  suddenly  unable 
to  come,  our  own  musicians  filled  the  gap 
at  a  moment's  notice,  even  without  either 
professional  pianist.  Good  show! 

At  one  informal  Concert  we  welcomed 
Beryl  Sleigh  again;  judging  by  the  size  and 
keenness  of  the  audience  these  efforts  of  Mr. 
Bampton,  Mr.  Toner  and  the  Trainees,  with 
Mr.  Carter  as  compere,  are  very  popular. 

When  the  Croft  Hermits  Repertory  Co. 
offer  a  date  we  know  we  are  safe  for  a  good 
evening.  This  time  the  play,  "  Suspect," 
was  well  up  to  the  standard  they  have  led 
us  to  expect  from  them.  They  are  good  to  us ! 

On  three  occasions  we  have  enjoyed  well- 
known  B.B.C.  artistes  at  lunch  time 
"  shows  "  in  the  Centre  Hall.  Vic  Oliver, 
Max  Miller,  and  Les  Henson  (with  Kenway 
and  Young) — well,  each  was  true  to  type ! 
The  latest  team  was  introduced  by  tireless 
Mr.  Jacques  Brown,  manager  of  the 
Birmingham  Granada,  who  also  invited  St. 
Dunstan's  men  and  staff  to  an  all-star 
Variety  Show  there  one  Wednesday  after- 
noon. He  also  arranged  a  Sunday  afternoon 
Tea-Dance  in  the  Central  Hall,  We  have 
some  good  friends. 
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An  Ensa  Show,  "  Happy  Tunes,"  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  Besides  the  regular  Monday 
and  Thursday  dances,  there  have  been  jolly 
invitations  to  Battle,  Harlescott.  The  Lud- 
low Ladies,  Castlefield  A.R.P.,  and  to 
Morris'  Hall,  Shrewsbury,  by  Toe  H. 
Verily,  there  is  also  "  play  "  at  our  Work 
Centre !  ' 

Among  those  leaving  there  were  five 
Americans  who  had  spent  about  three  weeks 
with  us  before  repatriation,  (six  more  in 
training  here  now).  H.  Cope  (Johnny)  has 
returned  to  Stoke-on-Trent  as  tile-glazer ; 
Jimmy  Blackwell  has  gone  home,  married, 
and  hopes  to  start  in  a  business ;  Dick 
Taylor  to  Wolverhampton  as  light 
assembler  ;  and  Alex  Quinn,  of  Co.  Down, 
Ireland,  has  left  to  take  up  hospital  duties 
in  Edinburgh.  All  the  best  to  each  and  all! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  their  tests  : — 

Typing.— W.  Atherton,  S.  Southall, 
J.  Read,  H.  Simpson,  R.  Jones,  E.  Richards. 

Braille  (Interline  Reading). — H.  Daven- 
port, H.  Strudwick,  A.  Quinn,  J.  Humphrey, 
J.  Franklin,  N.  Dugdale. 

Braille  Writing. — J.  Ince,  J.  Hobbs, 
L.  Davie s. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Alexander,  Fusilier  D.,  I.T.C. 

Batchelor,  L.A.C.W.  Gladys  (Tooting),  W.A.A.F. 

Brewer,  AC.l  L.  (Bristol),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Clevitt,  Cpl.  R.  (Worthing),  R.E.M.E. 

Collins,  Pte.  H.  (Jarrow-on-Tyne). 

Coipland,  J.  (late  R.A.F.),  transferred  to  Highland 

Light  Infantry. 
Davies,  Sgt.  Ins.  J.  W.  (Wrexham),  R.A.S.C. 
Davies,  Sapper  G.  (Wrexham),  Royal   Engineers. 
Davies,  R.  C.  T.  E.  (Wrexham),  Welsh  Guards. 
Ham,  Sigmn.  F.  J.  (Cardiff),  Air  Formation  Signals. 
Hines,  Driver  W.  (Birmingham),  R.A.S.C. 
Hurst,  Pte. 

Irvine,  Cpl.  Geo.  (Glasgow),  Royal  Artillery. 
Johnson,   Sigmn.  C.   (Ashton-under-Lyne),  Royal 

Signals. 
Joyce,  Pte.  T.  W.  (Manchester),  R.A,S.C. 
Maher,  Pte.  W.  T.  (Brighton),  Pioneer  Corps. 
Maher,  Mary  (Brighton),  W.A.A.F. 
Moeller,     Driver    M.(    C.     (Dagenham),     Royal 

Engineers.  ' 

Mussell,  Sapper  S.  A.  (Charfield),  B.N.R.E. 
Northgreaves,  AC.  K.  (Ayrshire),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Overill,  Driver  A.  C,  Air  Formation  Signals. 
Parnell,    Marine    J.    A.     (Thundersley),    Royal 

Marines. 
Powell,  AC.2  H.  (Stretton),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Piper,  Stoker  F.  (Ditherington),  Royal  Navy. 
Raymond,  O/S.  G.  (London,  S.W.),  Royal  Navy. 
Ridley,  Pte.  R.  (East  Finchley),  Middlesex  Regt. 
Rose,  Pte.  W.  (North  Berwick),  Pioneer  Corps. 
Spence,  Gunner  R.  (Brighton),  Royal  Artillery. 


St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

The  members  of  the  Bridge  Club  have 
just  completed  another  Harrogate  visit. 
Their  great  triumph  was  during  the  first 
week-end,  when  they  won  the  Tournament, 
beating  thirteen  teams.  After  such  a  flying 
start  they  might  have  been  expected  to  carry 
off  more  honours,  but  this  was  not  to  be, 
and  of  the  five  matches  which  followed  they 
only  managed  to  win  one.  Mr.  John 
Morrison,  chairman  of  Harrogate  District 
Contract  Bridge  League,  told  the  Yorkshire 
Evening  News  reporter  :  "  Each  time  St. 
Dunstan's  team  has  come  to  Harrogate  a 
marked  improvement  has  been  noticed  in 
their  already  astonishingly  good  play." 

For  the  first  time  a  match  was  played  at 
the  Harrogate  Golf  Club,  and  before  play 
began  some  of  our  team  accepted  an 
invitation  to  try  their  hand  on  the  links. 

The  captain  of  St.  Dunstan's  team,  C. 
Gover,  expressed  the  Club's  warm  thanks  to 
Messrs.  A.  E.  Field,  J.  Habesch,  and  J. 
Morrison,  who  had  made  the  visit  possible. 

National  Laying  Test 
Report  for  12th  period 


Position             Name 

Score 

1     P.  Holmes 

1367 

2  J.  Campbell 

3  M.  W.  Brown       ... 

1275 
1265 

4  G.  C.  Jackson 

5  C.  Mcintosh 

1234 
1123 

6     D.  McLaren 

1115 

7  T.  Gregory 

8  A.  Jarvis    

1103 
1065 

9     W.  A.  Smith 

1044 

10     R.  E.  Hill 

979 

11     A.  Chaffin 

901 

12     E.  H.  Carpenter    ... 

827 

Average  per  bird,  194.41 

Reported  Missing,  Now  Safe 

George  Green,  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner,  A.  Green,  of  Scotland,  who  was 
reported  wounded  and  missing,  has  now 
arrived  in  hospital  in  England. 

Spence,    L.A.C.    Kenneth    (Brighton),    Royal   Air 

Force. 
Squires,  Trooper  E.  R.  D.  (Ringwood),  Armoured 

Division. 
Swayne,  AC.  J.  E.  (Woodside  Green),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Wardle,     C.  (East  Haddon),  R.E.M.E. 
Williams,  Pte.  J.  (Shipley),  R.A.C. 
Williams,  Pte.  A.  (Shipley),  P.T.C. 
Williams,  Pte.  E.  (Shipley),  K.O.Y.L.I. 
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Presentation  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway 

An  interesting  ceremony  took  place  at 
St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters  on  September 
29th,  when  a  presentation  was  made  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  St.  Dunstan's  to 
Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway. 

The  presentation  took  the  form  of  a  silver 
salver,  upon  which  was  inscribed  : — 

Presented  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway  by  the 

Executive   Council  of  St.   Dunstan's   in 

appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 

him  to  war-blinded  soldiers,  sailors  and 

airmen,  1918—1944. 

In  making  the  presentation,  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
said  that  St.  Dunstan's  had  long  had  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Ottaway's  wise  and  sym- 
pathetic counsel,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Executive  Council  he  asked  him  to  accept 
the  presentation  as  a  token  of  their  deep 
regard  and  esteem. 

Replying,  Mr.  Ottaway  said  the  Executive 
Council  and  he  had  a  common  aim — the 
care  and  guidance  of  St.  Dunstan's  men. 
It  was  the  privilege  of  the  Council  to  go  on 
with  that  work,  but  the  time  had  come  when 
he  must  stop.  His  memories  of  St.  Dunstan's 
would  always  be  the  happiest  ones. 

News  from  France 

The  liberation  of  France  has  at  last 
brought  us  news  of  Mrs.  Trussler,  widow 
of  our  St.  Dunstaner,  W.  H.  Trussler,  who 
lived  in  France  until  his  death  in  Dec.  1939. 

With  the  fall  of  France,  we  lost  touch  with 
Mrs.  Trussler,  in  spite  of  our  efforts, 
through  the  Red  Cross,  to  trace  her.  Now 
a  letter  has  arrived  from  her,  forwarded  by  a 
Canadian  soldier  who  had  been  befriended 
by  her  and  her  family.  All  three  are  well,  in 
spite  of  their  ordeal.  The  eldest  daughter  is 
married  to  a  Frenchman,  who  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  F.F.I. 

He  Was  At  Arnhem 

Stanley  Wood,  the  Paratrooper  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Wood,  of  Putney,  was 
one  of  the  three  men  of  his  division  who 
escaped  from  Arnhem.  He  was  able  to  swim 
across  the  Rhine.  When  he  returned  to  his 
own  home  the  street  was  beflagged  from 
end  to  end. 

•        •        • 

G.  Sterno,  of  Bath,  has  also  received  a 
message,  through  the  International  Red 
Cross,  that  his  step-daughter  and  her 
family  are  well.  They  live  near  Paris. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dun  starts  Keview  " 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  the  St.  Dunstan's  Review 
yesterday,  and  see  that  Mr.  Ottaway  is 
resigning.  Mr.  Ottaway  is  a  grand  fellow, 
and  our  wishes  for  him  in  the  future  are  of 
the  very  best,  and  our  grateful  thanks  to  him 
for  what  he  has  done  in  the  past. 

I  am  greatly  interested  in  the  Chairman's 
monthly  notes,  and  the  different  devices  and 
contrivances  he  mentions.  Radio-location 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  of  great  benefit  to  our 
fellows  in  time.  I  think  a  lot  will  depend 
on  the  person  himself  and  his  own  powers 
of  location.  I  suppose  what  I  am  going  to 
say  happens  to  most  of  our  fellows.  When 
I  am  out  of  doors,  or  indoors  for  that 
matter,  I  know  what  I  am  passing — a 
vehicle  that  is  standing,  a  lamp  post,  or 
pillar  box,  a  tree,  and,  yes,  people,  I 
would  say  about  two  feet  away.  I  did  make 
a  mistake  one  day.  I  said  to  Mrs.  Temperton, 
"  That  is  a  lamp  post  there."  She  hurried 
me  away,  and  said  "  That  was  a  man."  I 
guess  the  fellow  thought  I  was  crazy. 

I  must  tell  you  that  I  am  a  first-class  shot 
with  an  air  rifle,  with  someone  knocking  the 
object  which  I  have  to  hit.  It  is  not  so 
dangerous  as  you  think.  I  use  potatoes  for 
pellets.  Not  whole  ones,  of  course.  I  asked 
my  boy,  Dennis,  to  fire  at  my  hand  to  see 
if  it  hurt  much.  It  didn't,  so  I  asked  him  if 
he  would  put  his  hand  up  and  let  me  try  to 
hit  his  left  hand,  making  a  noise  with  his 
thumb  and  finger.  I  am  pleased  to  say  I  hit 
his  hand  every  time. 
Westhouse.        Charles  E.  Temperton. 

Promotions 

Geoffrey  Cooper,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Cooper,  of  Hull,  midshipman,  has 
passed  his  course  for  Observer  in  the  Fleet 
Air  Arm. 

Jack  Loram,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Loram,  of  Brixham,  to  Chief  Petty  Officer. 

Gordon  Clare,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Clare,  of  Brockenhurst,  has  been  com- 
missioned in  the  Royal  Engineers. 

George  Makin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
Makin,  of  Wallsend-on-Tyne,  has  qualified 
as  Second  Mate  in  the  Merchant  Navy. 

Robert  Yuile,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
Yuile,  of  Glasgow,  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant 
in  the  Seaforth  Highlanders. 

Frank  James  (Hove)  to  the  rank  of 
Captain.  He  is  at  present  in  Palestine. 
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Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

On  June  6th,  Leslie  Vine  (West  Ealing), 
R.E.M.E.,  to  Joan  Spinner,  A.T.S. 

On  June  11th,  Mary  Bowers  (Hounslow) 
to  T/Cpl.  Thomas  Pomparelli,  of  New  York. 

On  July  10th,  David  Waldiri,  at  St.  Cross 
Church,  Winchester. 

Claire  Patricia  Jolly  (Carlton-in-Cover- 
dale)  to  Pilot  Officer  Ray  R.  McKenney, 
R.C.A.F.,  on  August  14th. 

Christine  Clevitt  (Worthing)  to  A/B.  S. 
Akehurst,  Royal  Navy,  on  August  25th. 

Joan  Roberts  (Southend-on-Sea)  to  Sergt. 
A.  D.  Lorrain,  R.A.F.,  on  July  5th. 

Nancy  Stock,  W.A.A.F.,  to  Flight  Sergt. 
Ronald  Munden,  on  July  4th. 

Jack  Leonard  (Woodingdean)  to  Miss 
Mabel  Broster,  on  July  5th. 

Mary  McAvoy  (Mauchline)  to  Pte.  F. 
Limbocker,  on  July  26th. 

Marian  Reed  (Barry)  to  Charles  Clarke, 
on  December  18th. 

Rhoda  Olive  Perry  (Wolverhampton)  to 
William  Lampitt,  on  August  5th. 

Hilda  Calvert  (Ormskirk)  to  Thomas 
Grady,  on  July  22nd. 

Betty  McCarthy  (Wood  Green,  Hants)  to 
Eugene  Arnicar,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
U.S.A.,  on  March  11th. 

Arthur  H.  Woodrow  (Alderbury)  to 
Dorothy  E.  R.  Boyse,   on  February  26th. 

Winifred  Hollins  (Slough)  to  David 
Crane,  on  June  3rd. 

Norman  Francis  Denny  (Pretoria)  to 
Martha  (Martie)  Maree,  at  St.  Alban's 
Cathedral,  Pretoria,  on  July  1st. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Colclough 
to  Miss  Joan  Baskey field,  on  July  16th. 

Nina  Joyce  Bailey  (Ramsgate)  to  Cpl. 
Frederic  Albert  Smith,  on  August  12th. 

On  September  4th,  Hilda  Megson  (Carter- 
ton) to  Trooper  Thomas  Hayes,  Airborne 
Division. 

On  September  6th,  Grace  Jackson  (Ash- 
ford)  to  Lieut.  Eric  Rhodes  Mosedale  . 

On  September  10th,  Thomas  Yare  (Liver- 
pool) to  Miss  Margaret  Owens. 

On  September  12th,  Daphne  Dennis 
(Portsmouth)  to  Mr.  Cyril  John  Black. 

On  September  16th,  Kenneth  Timbrell 
(Southall)  to  Miss  Patricia  Lynch. 


"  Auntie  "  Read  Passes 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  we  have 
heard  of  the  death  of  "  Auntie  "  Read. 
After  a  long  period  of  ill-health,  she  passed 
away  at  Dorchester  on  September  14th. 

She  will  be  affectionately  remembered  by 
all  early  St.  Dunstaners,  and  many  of  those 
who  came  later.  Until  her  last  illness  she 
took  the  greatest  interest  in  all  the  happen- 
ings of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  in  the  lives  of  the 
men  she  knew. 

She  was  buried  at  Putney  Vale  Cemetery 
on  September  21st,  and  among  the  friends 
who  attended  were  Miss  Frances  C.  B. 
Lloyd  and  our  St.  Dunstaner,  S.  C.  Tarry. 
A  wreath  from  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's 
was  among  the  many  flowers. 

Tarry  writes  : 

"  'Auntie  '  it  was  who,  in  our  earliest  days 
at  St.  Dunstan's,  jealously  guarded  and 
materially  assisted  our  recovery  from  the 
point  of  view  of  health.  Many  will  remember 
with  pleasure  the  cheery  and  yet  peremptory 
tone  with  which  they  were  greeted  on  their 
early  morning  visit  to  the  Dispensary." 

Birth 

Bright. — To  the  wife  of  B.  Bright,  of 
Birmingham  (repatriated  prisoner  of  war), 
on  September  13th,  a  son — Alan. 

Death 

Coupland. — We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  J.  Coupland,  whose  brother,  Harry, 
died  suddenly  in  Birmingham,  where  he 
had  gone  to  bring  Jimmy's  children  home. 
He  will  be  remembered  by  many  St. 
Dunstaners  who  met  him  at  the  sports 
meetings. 

Marriage 

Ward — Delaney. — On  September  25th,  in 
Dublin,  Edward  P.  Ward  (new  war  St. 
Dunstaner)  to  Sheila  Delaney. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are  celebrating  their  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  arfd  Mrs.  W.  Robinson,  Welby,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Seymour,  Salterforth, 
August  3rd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Roberts, 
Dukinfield,  September  8th;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Knights,  Romford,  September  11th; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Gobourn,  Cheltenham, 
September  17th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Floyd, 
Teignmouth,  September  20th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  Rees,  Stansted,  September  23rd  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Fisher,  Dundee,  September  24th. 
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Deckhand  Edward  Rudd  Howling,  Royal  Naval  Department 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  E.  R.  Howling,  of  Grimsby.  He  served  for  practically 
the  whole  period  of  the  last  war,  being  discharged  in  April,  1919,  but  he  did  not  come  to  us  until  1927,  when 
he  was  almost  bedridden  and  not  able  to  undertake  any  work  at  all.  His  death  occurred  on  August  5th  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lingard,  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  many  years,  and  who  will  sadly  miss  him. 
A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent  for  the  funeral. 

Lance  Corporal  Percy  Watts,  Royal  Engineers 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  P.  Watts,  of  King's  Lynn,  who  passed  away  on  August  16th, 
after  an  operation. 

He  served  from  early  1915  until  June,  1918,  and  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  in  1931,  when  he  was 
trained  as  a  basket-maker,  and  he  worked  at  this  to  within  a  short  time  of  his  death. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  daughter  in  their  great  loss. 

Henry  A.  Gardiner,  Munition  Worker 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  A.  Gardiner,  of  Leytonstone. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1916,  having  lost  his  sight  as  the  result  of  an  accident  in  a  Munitions 
Factory.  He  was  trained  in  mat  making,  but  later  had  to  give  this  up  owing  to  ill-health.  He  then  took  up 
basket  work,  which  he  continued  until  last  year,  when  he  obtained  a  factory  job. 

He  was  taken  suddenly  ill  last  month,  in  Peterborough,  where  he  and  his  wife  had  been  staying,  and 
he  died  on  August  27th,  after  ten  days'  illness,  at  the  home  of  his  niece,  Mrs.  K.  Harding.  The  funeral  took 
place  at  Paston. 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  her  daughter  in  their  loss. 

Private  Albert  Rawson,    1  j5  East  Lancashire  Regiment 
We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  A.  Rawson,  of  Briersfield,  Lanes. 

Called  up  on  the  reserve  on  August  14th,  1914,  he  was  wounded  in  Gallipoli  and,  as  a  result  of  very 
severe  wounds,  in  addition  to  losing  his  sight,  he  had  a  long  period  of  indifferent  health.  He  was  never  really 
able  to  attempt  much  work,  and  he  died  on  August  28th,  after  many  weeks  in  hospital.  A  wreath  from 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  bis  comrades  was  sent  for  the  funeral.  He  was  cremated  at  Rochdale  Crematorium,  in 
accordance  with  his  expressed  wish,  and  his  ashes  scattered  in  the  Garden  of  Remembrance.  Our  wreath  was 
placed  on  the  Cenotaph  at  Briersfield,  in  his  memory. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  five  children. 

Driver  W.  Hartley,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  W.  Hartley,  of  Keighley. 

He  served  with  the  R.A.S.C.  from  1914  to  1916,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  very  defective 
sight,  due  to  service.  This  improved  for  some  time,  but  finally  failed  altogether,  and  in  1930  he  came  under 
our  care.  He  was  never  a  fit  man,  and,  on  account  of  his  age,  had  to  take  life  very  quietly.  For  some  time  he 
had  been  in  failing  health  and  he  died  in  hospital,  after  a  short  stay,  on  August  28th.  A  wreath  from 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  sent  for  the  funeral,  and  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  relatives, 
and  particularly  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yeoman,  neighbours,  who  have  looked  after  his  interests  for  a  number  of  years. 

Private  Stanley  Clarke,  2nd  Royal  Berkshire  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  S.  Clarke,  of  Reading. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  February,  1917,  where  he  was  trained  in  basket  work,  and  had  since 
continued  with  this  occupation. 

He  had  been  far  from  well  for  many  weeks,  but  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  28th,  was  sudden. 
At  his  own  wish,  he  was  cremated  at  Henley  Road  Crematorium.  A  wreath  was  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and 
his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  the  Union  Jack  was  placed  on  the  coffin. 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Clarke  in  her  sad  loss. 

Private  Alfred  Ashley,   12th  Hampshire  Regiment 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  A.  Ashley,  of  London,  S.E. 
Wounded  in  Salonica  in  September,  1918,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  February  of  the  following  year. 

He  was  trained  in  boot-repairing,  and  continued  with  this  occupation  until  1941. 

He  died  suddenly  on  September  15th,  and  the  funeral  took  place  at  Peckham.  We  extend  our  sincere 

sympathy  to  his  sister-in-law,  who  had  looked  after  him,  and  to  his  son,  who  is  a  recently-repatriated  prisoner 

of  war. 

Sergeant  Frederick  Dyson,  Duke  of  Wellington's  {West  Riding)  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  F.  Dyson,  of  Oldham. 

Enlisting  on  September  11th,  1914,  he  was  wounded  at  Armentieres,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was 
blinded  and  also  lost  his  left  arm.  Coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  September,  1916,  he  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer, 
but  his  indifferent  health  for  a  very  long  time  before  his  death  had  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  lead  a  very 
quiet  life  in  late  years.  He  died  on  September  12th.  \ 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Saddleworth  Cemetery.  The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  flag  of  Saddleworth 
British  Legion,  and  among  the  many  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  daughter. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Well  Done,  Music  Department! 

TWO  excellent  audiences  gave  a  tremendous  reception  to  the  St.  Dunstan's  Music 
Department's  first  performance  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Saturday,  October  14th. 
The  concert  or  revue  was  in  aid  of  the  Shropshire  Red  Cross,  and  it  afforded  St. 
Dunstan's  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  thanks  to  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  as  well  as 
to  the  Red  Cross  itself  for  many  kindnesses. 

The  St.  Dunstan's  community  at  Church  Stretton  of  two  or  three  hundred  men  and 
staff  is  a  limited  one  in  which  to  find  talent,  for  musical  talent  is  relatively  rare.  It  was  a 
gratifying  surprise,  therefore,  to  see  how  much  could  be  made  out  of  so  little,  and  the 
whole  show  went  with  a  swing  from  beginning  to  end.  Claud  Bampton,  the  Director  of 
Music,  who  was  ably  helped  by  John  Toner  and  others,  received  the  well-merited  con- 
gratulations and  thanks  of  all  concerned,  for  the  show  reflected  not  only  the  painstaking 
and  careful  teaching  of  many  individuals,  but  also  a  high  degree  of  art  and  artfulness  in 
matching  artists  to  their  jobs  or  making  jobs  to  suit  the  artists. 

The  items  that  moved  me  most  were  those  performed  by  St.  Dunstaners  who  had  the 
double  handicap  of  blindness  and  the  loss  of  their  hands.  David  Bell's  trombone  solo, 
Bert  Baldwin's  vibraphone  solo,  Freddie  Higgs'  performance  on  the  xylophone,  and  Jimmie 
Ellis's  splendid  effort  with  so  few  fingers  on  the  trumpet  were  the  high  spots  of  the  evening. 
Once  or  twice  artists  were  accompanied  a  little  too  loudly,  but  Tommy  Gaygan  put  this 
right  with  his  big  drum  when  we  came  to  God  Save  the  King  at  the  end.  Although  all  the 
players  and  solo  artists  and  chorus,  numbering  perhaps  fifty  in  all,  were  accompanied  by 
the  orchestra,  two  pianos,  the  rumba  band  and  the  audience,  Tommy's  solo  on  the  big  drum 
stood  out  defiantly.  He  was  not  going  to  be  drowned,  and  he  wasn't!  I  felt  sorry  for  the 
drum,  or  for  anyone  else  who  got  in  Tommy's  way,  and  I  thought  this  demonstration 
typified  the  unconquerable  spirit.  It  brought  a  lump  to  my  throat  and  I  couldn't  sing. 

There  was  a  very  attractive  costume  item  in  which  Beryl  Sleigh  was  accompanied  by 
Jock  Steel,  Bridget  Downer  and  Zillah  Jones.  In  this  and  other  items,  Beryl  Sleigh  sang 
delightfully  and  gave  us  all  great  pleasure,  and  the  audience  insisted  upon  an  encore.  Extracts 
from  "  Carmen "  and  "  Chu  Chin  Chow,"  beautifully  presented  and  dressed,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  many  artists,  and  Gwennie-  Obern,  singing  the  lead  in  "Carmen,"  charmed 
us  all.  For  the  special  benefit  of  her  husband  and  mother,  who  were  there  to  hear  her, 
Gwennie  sang  as  an  encore  "  These  You  Have  Loved,"  which  was  very  moving. 
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There  were  so  many  good  things  that  it  is  impossible  to  remember  them  all,  but  Sidney 
Kitson's  "  Old  Man  River,"  Joe  Weeks'  West  Country  song,  and  a  bit  of  fun  provided  by 
"  Nick  "  Carter  and  Freddie  Freeland,  Ken  Revis,  and  Desmond  Coupe  remain  in  my  memory. 
Amongst  the  concerted  items  I  thought  the  squeeze  box  band  took  a  very  high  place,  and 
it  owed  a  lot  to  Violet  Formstone's  leadership.  She  handled  with  great  dash  and  rhythm 
a  squeeze  box  nearly  as  big  as  herself,  but  not  bigger  than  her  spirit. 

Well  done,  St.  Dunstaners  all ;  I  look  forward  to  hearing  you  again. 

The  Government's  National  Insurance  Scheme 

Many  St.  Dunstaners  have  asked  me  how  the  Government's  new  Social  Insurance 
proposals  affect  them.  We  had  a  big  debate  in  Parliament  about  this  during  the  month, 
and  I  took  the  opportunity  of  speaking  and  said  that  the  Government  should  make  clear 
exactly  how  disabled  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  stood.  The  Government's  White  Paper 
expresses  some  doubt  whether  the  social  security  benefits  will  apply  to  those  who  are  in 
receipt  of  disability  pensions  and  to  their  dependents  or  not.  Personally  I  am  in  no  doubt 
about  what  would  be  fair  in  this  connection,  namely,  that  he  who  pays  a  full  contribution 
should  receive  the  full  benefit.  If  this  principle  is  accepted  then  it  would  mean  that  every 
St.  Dunstaner  who  is  employed  or  who  is  working  fully  on  his  own  account  in,  for  example, 
a  massage  practice  or  a  small  shop  or  a  poultry  farm,  would  have  to  pay  the  full  premium 
appropriate  to  his  category,  and  would  receive  the  full  benefits  if  he  was  ill  or  unemployed, 
or  when  he  retired. 

I  do  not  think  a  disability  pension  should  be  taken  into  account  in  any  way,  for  it  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  social  insurance  scheme.  At  any  rate,  this  is  the  principle 
which  we  shall  continue  to  press  for  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  we  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  anything  less.  Meantime,  Mr.  Askew  has  set  up  a  small  staff  committee,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  Rice,  who  has  legal  training  and  experience,  to  consider  the  implications 
of  the  Social  Insurance  Scheme  from  St.  Dunstan's  and  St.  Dunstaners'  point  of  view.  The 
work  of  this  committee  will  enable  us  to  be  thoroughly  informed  about  every  detail  so  that 
later  on,  when  we  come  to  the  appropriate  stage  in  legislation,  we  shall  know  how  to  deal 
with  the  various  points  that  will  arise.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  Government's 
White  Paper  is  a  preliminary  step  laying  down  the  principles,  and  that  it  will  not  be  until 
legislation  follows  that  we  shall  get  down  to  the  final  proposals  and  to  detailed  action. 

One  point  is  very  much  in  our  minds,  namely,  that  we  must  preserve  for  the  older 
St.  Dunstaners  any  rights  they  have  attained  under  previous  legislation,  such  as  the  Widows', 
Orphans'  and  Old  Age  Pensions  Act,  to  which  so  many  of  our  men  are  voluntary  contributors. 

Dog  Licences  and  the  Blind 

Some  time  ago,  a  St.  Dunstaner  wrote  to  me  asking  whether  a  blind  person  is  entitled 
to  keep  a  dog  without  a  licence.  Following  a  complaint  about  his  dog — not  a  guide  dog 
— a  policeman  had  asked  to  see  his  licence.  My  correspondent  had  thought,  like  many  other 
blind  people,  that  a  licence  was  not  necessary,  and  so  he  could  not  produce  one.  In  order 
to  get  an  authoritative  ruling  upon  the  matter,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  V.  W.  G.  Ranger,  who  is  St. 
Dunstan's  legal  adviser,  and  I  think  it  worth  while  to  give  his  reply.  This  is  what  he  said  : 

"  The  obligation  to  take  out  a  dog  licence  was  imposed  by  the  Dog  Licences  Act, 
1867  ....  An  exception  in  favour  of  blind  persons  was  made  by  Section  21  of  the 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1878,  which  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  21.  Provision  as  to  dogs  used  by  blind  persons.  Nothing  in  the  Dog  Licences  Act, 
1867,  or  in  this  part  of  the  Act,  shall  render  a  licence  necessary  in  the  case 
of  a  dog  kept  and  used  solely  by  a  blind  person  for  his  or  her  guidance, 
or  render  such  person  liable  to  any  penalty  in  respect  of  a  dog  so  kept  and 
used. 

"  You  will  see  that  the  exception  is  only  in  favour  of  a  dog  '  kept  and  used  solely 
by  a  blind  person  for  his  or  her  guidance.'  It  would  not,  therefore,  apply  to  any  dog, 
but  only  to  what  your  correspondent  refers  to  in  his  letter  as  a  guide  dog." 
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Wireless  Licences 

New  St.  Dunstaners  may  be  interested  to  have  exact  particulars  of  the  scheme  of 
wireless  licences  for  the  blind.  The  Wireless  Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons  Facilities)  Act,  1926, 
to  give  it  its  full  name,  was  the  result  of  a  Bill  which  I  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  provides  that  every  blind  person  in  this  country  shall  have  a  free  wireless  licence. 
Application  for  these  licences  is  made  by  St.  Dunstan's  on  behalf  of  all  its  men. 

Dilsed? 

An  amateur  braillist  who  is  a  friend  of  mine  wrote  an  exercise  for  his  instructor.  He 
made  one  or  two  mistakes,  and  when  these  were  pointed  out  to  him  he  told  me  jokingly 
that  he  felt  thoroughly  dilsed — spelled  D-I-L-S-E-D.  Has  my  friend  coined  a  new  word 
for  the  St.  Dunstan's  dictionary?  What  does  it  mean?  And  where  did  he  get  it  from? 

IAN  FRASER. 


Grand  Christmas  Draw 

A  generous  friend  of  St.  Dunstan's,  living 
in  America,  has  sent  us  a  consignment  of 
articles,  including  some  splendid  toys,  which 
he  wished  us  to  dispose  of  for  the  benefit  of 
St.  Dunstaners.  In  the  ordinary  way,  the 
gifts  would  be  sold  in  aid  of  our  funds,  but 
in  view  especially  of  the  great  shortage  of 
good  toys,  the  Chairman  has  decided  to  give 
St.  Dunstaners  the  opportunity  of  obtaining 
one  by  means  of  a  Grand  Christmas  Draw. 
Tickets  will  be  one  shilling  each,  and  the 
proceeds,  after  expenses  have  been  deducted, 
will  be  given  to  the  Comforts  Fund.  Thus 
the  gift  will  serve  a  double  purpose.  It  will 
give  St.  Dunstan's  men  a  chance  of  obtaining 
a  valuable  and  useful  article,  and  their  sons 
in  the  Services  will  benefit  by  the  contribu- 
tion to  our  Comforts  Fund. 

First    Pri^e — A     White    Damask   Table- 
cloth, 10ft.  by  5ft. 

Second  Pri^e — A  Pair  of  Single-bed  Sheets 

Third  Pri^e — A  Chest  of  Four  Games 

and  there  are  other  prizes  of  a  man's  long- 
sleeved  pullover,  a  fine  table-game  "  Polly- 
anna,"  a  soft  elephant,  and  eighteen  lovely 
dolls,  each  one  opening  and  closing  its  eyes. 

We  want  to  make  this  Draw  a  big  success, 
so  send  along  your  application  at  once  to 
the  Editor  at  9-1 1  Park  Crescent,  enclosing 
a  postal  order,  made  payable  to  St.  Dun- 
stan's, and  crossed,  to  cover  the  amount  of 
your  entries. 

Only  St.  Dunstaners  are  allowed  to  take 
part  in  this  Draw,  and  prizes  will  on  no 
account  be  handed  over  to  anyone  else. 

The  closing  date  is  December  12th,  the 
Draw  will  be  made  by  a  St.  Dunstaner  on 
December  14th,  and  all  prizes  will  be 
despatched  in  good  time  for  Christmas. 


Twenty-five  years  in  the  City 

Many  congratulations  to  W.  H.  Harding, 
of  Finsbury  Park,  who,  on  November  11th, 
attained  his  "  silver  anniversary "  at  his 
job.  He  is  a  telephonist  in  the  City, 
and  he  has  the  additional  handicap  of  the 
loss  of  a  leg  and  three  fingers.  His  friends 
will  join  with  us  in  sending  him  our 
good  wishes,  and  echo  the  Chairman's 
words  :  "  With  this  serious  extra  disability, 
to  have  stuck  it  through  the  war  years  with 
their  dangers  and  hazards,  particularly  the 
dangers  which  have  surrounded  everyone 
working  in  the  City  of  London,  is  a  very 
remarkable  feat." 

New  War  St.  Dunstaner's  Legion 
Appointment 

Congratulations  to  Captain  R.  W.  Slatter, 
now  an  Army  Welfare  Officer,  upon  his 
election  to  the  Committee  of  the  Durdham 
Down  Branch  of  the  British  Legion.  He  has 
also  been  elected  as  one  of  the  two  members 
representing  the  Branch  to  sit  on  a  Services 
Committee  for  investigating  hardship  cases 
and  awarding  assistance.  He  was  also 
nominated  to  sit  on  the  County  Committee, 
an   honour   which   he   had   to    decline. 

Sir   Arthur   Pearson   Anniversary 

It  has  been  customary  for  a  number  of  old 
St.  Dunstaners  to  subscribe  each  year  for  a 
wreath,  to  be  placed  on  Sir  Arthur's  grave 
in  Hampstead  Cemetery,  on  December  9th. 
As  usual,  the  subscription  is  limited  to  one 
shilling,  and  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Askew, 
who  acts  as  Honorary  Treasurer,  at  9-11 
Park  Crescent,  London.  W.l. 

At  Buckingham  Palace 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Salter,  of  Battersea, 
went  to  Buckingham  Palace  on  November 
14th,  when  the  King  decorated  their  son, 
Tom,  a  Flight  Sergeant  in  the  R.A.F.,  with 
the  Distinguished  Flying  Medal. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Saturday,  October  14th,  was  a  big  day  for 
St.  Dunstan's.  Many  weeks  of  hard  work  by 
the  musical  trainees  and  staff  resulted  in  two 
performances — afternoon  and  evening — of 
an  excellent  Variety  Show  at  the  Walker 
Hall,  Shrewsbury,  in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross, 
and  under  the  patronage  of  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress.  The  crowded  audiences  were 
most  appreciative,  and  no  wonder !  Result, 
with  auction  in  the  interval :  £250  for  the 
Red  Cross.  Hearty  congratulations  to 
Messrs.  Bampton  and  Toner  and  all  the 
others  who  worked  with  them. 

Previously,  at  another  informal  Concert 
in  our  Central  Hall,  by  trainees,  F/O.  Tommy 
Round,  from  Condover,  was  a  most  welcome 
guest ;  the  audiences  kept  demanding  more 
of  his  lovely  tenor  songs. 

Poor  weather  has  greatly  restricted  out- 
door sports,  but  there  have  been  some  other 
innovations.  A  class  for  Indian  Clubs  meets 
weekly  at  Longmynd,  coached  by  an  Army 
Instructor ;  eight  members,  led  by  Tommy 
Rogers,  enjoy  the  novelty  and  exercise. 
Invitations  to  the  Wolverhampton  Football 
Club  have  been  gladly  accepted,  when  Mr. 
Carter  gives  a  running  commentary  on  the 
matches.  Riding  has  also  become  very 
popular,  under  Miss  Canti's  escort. 

One  evening  Longmynd  gave  a  lovely 
party  for  over  two  hundred  guests  ;  dancing, 
a  wonderful  supper  and  entertainment  by 
six  members  from  the  American  Red  Cross 
— a  big  success  awarding  our  kind  hosts' 
organisation  and  work.  Two  play-readings 
at  Denehurst  by  the  staff  made  popular 
evenings,  "  The  Frightened  Lady "  and 
"  Love  from  a  Stranger." 

The  Musical  Circle's  monthly  concert, 
with  Kathleen  Coxon  (soprano),  Mrs.  Steele 
and  Mr.  Toner  (at  the  pianos),  and  Mr. 
Kitson  (vocalist)  gave  another  good  even- 
ing's programme. 

A  lunch-time  Concert  brought  us 
"  Hutch,"  with  Connor  and  Drake,  from 
the  Dudley  Hippodrome;  and  there  have 
been  two  Sunday  afternoon  Concerts,  one 
with  light  music,  Vernon  Adcock  and 
Orchestra,  Sylvia  Wood  (vocalist),  and 
Tarrent  Bailey  (banjo) ;  the  other  when  our 
faithful  Mr.  Jaques  Brown,  from  Birming- 
ham, brought  the  B.B.C.  Midland  Light 
Orchestra,  conductor,  Rae  Jenkins,  and 
Victor  Newbury  and  Margery  Westbury, 
soloists. 


Dance  invitations  have  been  enjoyed  from 
Toe  H,  at  Morris's  Ballroom,  Shrewsbury  ; 
the  Welshpool  Welfare  Workers,  under  Col. 
Lewis  ;  Condover  ;  Copthorne  ;  and  Shaw- 
bury  ;  and  a  Caledonian  Dance  at  Morris's 
Ballroom.  At  our  own  Hall  the  month's 
visitors  include  the  Monkmoor  R.A.C. 
Band,  the  Nesscliffe  Concert  Party  and 
Band,  R.A.F.  High  Ercall  Band  and 
Cabaret,  and  K. S.L.I.  Band. 

Another  evening  by  the  Crofts  Hermits 
Repertory  Co.,  with  the  farce,  "  Springtime 
for  Henry,"  as  usual  drew — and  much 
amused — a  large  audience. 

Those  leaving  us  this  month  include 
George  Allen,  of  Hull,  to  take  up  an 
appointment  as  upholsterer  at  Messrs. 
Armstrongs  (Hull)  Ltd.  ;  H.  I.  Morris- 
Jones,  after  a  short  stay,  returning  to  his 
home  at  Birkenhead ;  W.  Burnett,  to  work 
a  No.  2  Ward  Capstan  Lathe,  at  Messrs. 
Armstrong- Whitworth,  Gateshead  ;  Ronny 
Ellis,  as  telephonist  to  Messrs.  Charles  worth 
Bodies,  Ltd.,  Gloucester  ;  P.  Spring,  to  join 
the  successful  boot-repairing  depot  at 
Chessington ;  and  Jimmy  Ellis,  to  go  on 
St.  Dunstan's  Publicity  Staff,  at  which  work 
he  has  already  been  doing  well.  (Incidentally 
he  sped  off  by  the  night  train,  after  taking 
part  in  the  Shrewsbury  Red  Cross  Concert, 
to  be  in  time  for  a  St.  Dunstan's  Week  at 
Kendal.)  Good  luck  to  each  and  all. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Typing.— B.  Baldwin,  J.  Wells,  C.  D. 
Parker,  H.  Appleyard,  G.  Goodwin,  S. 
Spence,  G.  Wood,  J.  Koehorst,  C.  Christen- 
sen,  E.  Brown,  J.  D.  White,  P.  Baker,  W. 
Ray  ton,  G.  Preston,  J.  B.  Windsor^  H 
Simcocks. 

Braille  Interpoint  Reading. — R.  Theo- 
bald, A.  Evanno  (French  Abrege). 

Braille  Interline  Reading. — C.  Chad- 
wick,  R.  Goding,  E.  Jensen,  A.  Reagan, 
J.  B.  Windsor,  A.  J.  Edmonds,  F.  Wareham. 

Wounded 

We   have  heard  with  regret  that  Dick 

Doyle,   son  of  Mr.   and  Mrs.   "  Mickey  " 

Doyle,   of  London,   W.,   has   lost  a  foot 

through  the  explosion  of  a  mine  in  Italy. 

•  •  • 

The  youngest  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner,  R.  A.  Newton,  has  been 
wounded  in  action  but  is  now  convalescent. 
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At  Arnhem 

Geoffrey  Stanners,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  G.  Stanners,  of  High  Wycombe,  has  been 
reported  missing  at  Arnhem.  He  was  a 
member  of  a  Field  Ambulance  attached  to 
the  First  Airborne  Division,  and  it  is  out- 
hope  that  he  may  have  volunteered  to 
remain  behind  to  look  after  the  wounded. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  P.  Fishwick, 
who  was  also  reported  missing  at  Arnhem, 
is  now  known  to  be  a  prisoner-of-war. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Arnold,  Bdr.  R.,  Field  Regt. 

Arnold,  Capt.  J.  A.,  R.A.O.C. 

Arnold,  Cpl.  Betty,  W.A.A.F. 

Avey,  Gnr.  D.  P.,  Royal  Artillery. 

Barley,  Pte.  James  W.,  Lincolnshire  Regt. 

Bishop,  Cpl.  A,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Boothman,  Fireman  S.,  Royal  Navy. 

Burley,   Pte.   L.   H    (Cornwall),    S.    Staffordshire 

Regt. 
Cashmore,  Marine  N.  A.,  Royal  Marines. 
Clay,  A.M.2  R.  (Nottingham),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Coleman,    LA.C.    P.  (Northampton),    Royal    Air 

Force. 
Coupland,  A.C.2  J.  R.,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Davies.  L.A.C.  R.  (Blockley),  Royal  Canadian  Air 

Force. 
Davies,  L.A.C.  S.  (Blockley),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Dimond,  Pte.  S.,  Training  Bn. 
Dyer,  O/S.  Dennis,  Royal  Navy. 
Edwards,  A/M.  S.  J.  (Tottenham),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Fowler,  Pte.  F.  (York),  Pioneer  Corps. 
Gobourn,   2nd   Lieut.    P.    C.    C,   Queen's    Own 

Cameron  Highlanders. 
Greaves,  S/LeaderD.  W.  (Oldham),  Royal  Marines. 
Hermon,  Leading  Wren  Alma,  W.R.N. S. 
Hurst,  Pte.  F.  (Derbyshire),  P.T.W. 
Jerome,  Trooper  Keith,  R.A.C. 
Lath,  Pte.  A.,  I.T.C 
Lath,  A.C.I  S  ,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Leonard,  Capt.  R.  (Brighton),  South  Staffordshire 

Regt. 
McFarlane,  Gnr.  R.  (Dundee),  Training  Battery. 

School  of  Survey. 
Moeller,  Dvr.  C.  W.,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps, 
Overill,  Dvr.  A.  C,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Parker,  Raymond  (Marston),  Royal  Navy. 
Porter,  Cadet  A.  H.  S.  W.  (Kingston),  Royal  Navy. 
Porter,  Sergt.  E.  F.  O.  W.  (Kingston),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Price,  L/Cpl.  W.  A.  (Enfield),  1st  Seaforth  High- 
landers. 
Priest,  R.  (Birmingham),  Royal  Navy. 
Roberts,  Pte.  A.  (Dukinfield),  P.T.C. 
Rodgers,  A.C.2  W.  R.  (Barrow-in-Furness),  Royal 

Air  Force. 
Samworth,  Stoker  A.  T.,  Royal  Navy. 
Samworth,  Stoker  T.  E.,  Royal  Navy. 
Scally,  Marine  John,  Royal  Marines. 
Scott,  L.A.C.  Leslie  (Langley),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Shurrock,  Pte.  S.  V.  S.,  C.M.P.  (T.C.) 
Stevens,  A.B.  H.  W.  (Wokingham),  Royal  Navy. 
Straw,  Pilot  Officer  Bernard  (Nottingham),  Royal 

Air  Force. 
Triggs,  Pte.  L.  J.  (Ashford),  The  Buffs. 


Promotions 

Robert  Black,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Black,  Newcastle,  to  Flight  Sergeant. 

Walter  Turrell,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tur- 
rell,  of  Leeds,  to  the  rank  of  Pilot  Officer. 

Arthur  Weedall  to  the  rank  of  Third 
Wireless  Officer  of  a  Naval  Transport. 

Bernard  Straw,  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner,  Lewis  Straw,  and  Mrs.  Straw, 
to  Pilot  Officer. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Henderson, 
of  Becontree,  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  R.A. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages  : 

Dorothy  Stibbles  (Pitlochry),  on  October 
19th,  to  Jan  Mohlmann,  of  the  Royal 
Netherlands  Navy. 

Beatrice  (Nelly)  Robinson  (Welby),  on 
October  28th, 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  •  Barley, 
Scunthorpe,  on  August  17th,  to  Miss 
Evelyn  Ward. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Lamb, 
Hull,  on  October  28th,  to  Pte.  Charles 
Paton,  of  the  Liverpool  Scottish  Regt. 

L/Cpl.  Jean  Smith  (Bolsover),  on  August 
24th,  to  Petty  Officer  Donald  I.  Haynes. 

Queen    Mary    and    a    Young    St. 
Dunstaner 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Brampton,  of 
Hornsey,  sent  his  parents  some  interesting 
news  recently.  He  wrote  : 

Queen  Mary  gave  me  a  lift  in  her  car  on 
Saturday  evening.  I  was  making  for 
Chippenham,  and  they  put  me  out  right 
in  the- crowded  main  market  street.  After 
having  saluted  her,  I  went  to  move  away, 
when  she  opened  the  door  and  called 
out,  "  Don't  go.  Don't  go  just  for  a 
minute.  I'd  like  you  to  accept  this  little 
medallion."  I  saluted  once  again,  and  as  I 
moved  away  I  heard  the  people  saying  : 
"  It's  the  Queen  Mother,  and  she's  given 
him  a  medal." 

It  started  like  this.  Another  fellow  and 
myself  had  just  started  on  the  road  to 
Chippennam.  I  recognised  the  royal  car  and 
so  I  stood  to  attention  and  saluted.  It  pulled 
up  just  by  the  side  of  me,  and  the  attendant, 
addressing  me,  said  they  could  give  one  of 
us  a  lift  (there  were  already  two  ladies,  a 
fellow  in  a  top  hat,  as  well  as  Queen  Mary 
in  the  back).  I  said  to  the  other  fellow, 
"  You  go,  Harry,"  but  he  said,  "  No,  you 
go,  Charlie,"   so   Charlie  jumped  in. 
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Armistice  Day,  1944 

On  the  morning  of  November  11th,  Sir 
Ian  Fraser,  accompanied  by  Lady  Fraser  and 
a  party  of  St.  Dunstaners,  laid  a  wreath  on 
the  Cenotaph,  on  behalf  of  St.  Dunstan's 
men  throughout  the  Empire.  Sergt.  Major 
Norman  Perry  and  Jack  Vincent,  at  present 
undergoing  massage  training  in  London, 
represented  the  men  of  this  war,  and 
Drummer  Downs  represented  the  men  of  the 
1914-1918  war.  Orderlies  Watson  and 
Gibbon  escorted  the  party. 

On  the  evening  of  November  1 1th,  a  party 
of  St.  Dunstaners  in  training  at  Church 
Stretton  were  the  guests  of  the  British 
Legion  at  the  Festival  of  Remembrance  at 
the  Albert  Hall.  The  party  included  nine 
Canadians  :  Capt.  J.  B.  Windsor,  Sergt.  R.  J. 
Radcliffe,  Sergt.  A.  E.  Daniel,  Cpl.  G. 
Bertrand,  Sergt.  F.  Koenig,  Pte.  T.  O. 
Smith,  Gunner  W.  H.  Simmons,  Pte.  S.  C. 
Henry,  and  Pte.  G.  V.  Deveau  ;  an  American 
soldier,  Sergt.  R.  Robinson  ;  and  six  men 
from  our  own  Forces  :  Sergt.  J.  White, 
Ordinary  Seaman  D.  Tickner,  Sapper  E. 
Cookson,  Pte.  S.  Mitchell,  Pte.  B.  Josey, 
and  Sergt.  G.  Miller.  The  overseas  party  was 
escorted  by  Air  Commodore  Dacre,  Matron 
Pain,  Miss  Sey,  and  Mrs.  Osier  (Canadian 
V.A.D.s)  and  Orderly  J.  Geoglin,  also  of 
Canada.  Miss  Berry  and  Miss  Strachan, 
V.A.D.s,  and  Orderly  Wilkins,  escorted  the 
second  party. 

During  the  proceedings  the  Chairman 
took  Lord  Woolton,  who  was  the  principal 
guest  of  the  Legion,  to  visit  our  party  in 
their  boxes,  and  he  had  a  greeting  and  a 
personal  word  for  everyone  there. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

I  see  from  the  Chairman's  notes  in  last 
month's  magazine  that  we  are  likely  to  be 
returning  to  Brighton.  As  far  as  West  House 
is  concerned  I  hope  the  Chairman  will  give 
this  priority  treatment,  as  us  men  who  have 
stuck  our  jobs  and  stayed  put,  as  the 
Government  told  us,  are  beginning  to  feel 
we  would  like  to  smell  the  sea  again. 

As  far  as  radio-location  is  concerned, 
it  sounds  very  complicated  to  me,  but  I  hope 
I  will  be  spared  to  attend  the  first  telephonist 
dinner,  when  we  all  arrive  on  a  beam  and  a 
prayer. 

About  the  rifle  range.  I  don't  think  I 
would  like  to  be  near  some  of  my   old 


colleagues  if  they  had  a  rifle  in  their  hands, 
but  there  may  be  something  in  it. 

I  think  the  young  men  at  Church  Stretton 
are  asking  for  trouble  if  they  try  to-  go 
about  without  a  stick.  I  know  the  white 
stick  has  its  advantages,  because  I've  tried 
it,  but  I  am  sure  the  Chairman  will  be  glad 
to  hear  that  I  am  now  carrying  an  ordinary 
stick. 

In  all  my  27  years  at  St.  Dunstan's  I  have 
never  heard  of  anyone  carrying  a  stick 
indoors. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Jock  Macfarlane. 
Queen's  Park,  W.10. 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review  " 

Dear  Sir, 

Re  the  Chairman's  remarks  in  the  last 
Review  about  walking  sticks,  perhaps  the 
following  items  may  be  of  use  to  some  St. 
Dunstaners.  I  have  a  fairly  long  walking 
stick,  with  a  hook  which  can  be  hooked  over 
if  strap  hanging  in  a  bus.  For  walking  about 
country  roads  by  myself,  or  along  fields, 
I  have  a  thumb  stick.  It  is  cut  so  that  when 
using  it  one's  forearm  is  at  right  angles  to 
the  elbow.  My  thumb  is  in  the  fork,  three 
fingers  are  around  the  stick,  and  the  little 
finger  on  the  inside.  I  can  then  swing  the 
stick  most  naturally  by  manipulating  the 
little  finger,  and  keep  in  touch  with  hedge, 
wall,  fence,  etc.,  without  displaying  any 
signs  of  awkwardness  or  having  to  tap.  My 
dog  has  a  little  bell  on  his  collar,  runs  loose 
when  in  fields,  but  when  going  along  the 
road  I  have  a  long  lead,  and  he  keeps  dead 
straight  in  front  of  me,  swerving  round  any 
obstacle. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Carmarthen.  John  Stephens. 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

Sir  Ian's  notes  in  the  Review  on  radio- 
location greatly  interested  me. 

When  chatting  once  with  the  late  Mr. 
Atkinson,  he  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
deaf  when  doing  a  job  that  required 
finding  a  solid  spot.  To  drive  a  nail  into  a 
stud  and  plaster  wall,  for  instance,  one  must 
tap  the  wall  and  find  a  stud  in  which  to 
drive  the  nail.  Now  this  is  not  hearing,  but 
feeling,  and  the  feeling  is  the  result  of 
vibration. 

In  the  case  of  vibration,  I  have  found  soil 
plays  a  great  part.  Will  soil  play  a  part  in  the 


ST.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


identification  of  objects?  I  once  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Daily  Sketch  and  asked  the 
question  :  "  Does  vibration  travel  quicker 
than  sound  ?  "  The  letter  was  published, 
and  later  a  Professor  Low  replied  that 
vibration  did  travel  quicker  than  sound. 

My  whole  object  has  been  to  find  a  way 
and  means  of  guiding  the  deaf-blind  by 
means  of  vibration,  but  I  must  admit  I  find 
the  whole  subject  very  complicated.  Sir 
Ian  Fraser  said  "  ideas  come  in  battalions." 
I  also  think  two  ideas  can  work  together, 
and  that  one  is  often  no  use  without  the 
other.  I  feel  that  sound  would  be  no  use 
unless  vibration  was  also  included,  for  it 
strikes  me  that  there  can  be  no  sound 
without  some  vibration. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Southwick.  G.  Fallowfield. 

From  India  to  New  Zealand  by 
Air 

Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie,  who  has  been 
responsible  for  the  establishment  of  a  St. 
Dunstan's  in  India,  recently  left  for  a  well- 
deserved  leave.  He  completed  the  journey 
from  Delhi  to  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  by 
air,  and  he  writes  : 

"  We  came  down  through  a  storm  of 
clouds  on  to  Auckland  Harbour  and  in  a 
few  moments  I  was  with  the  family.  The 
journey  was  most  interesting,  especially  the 
big  hop  by  Liberator  from  Ceylon  to 
Australia,  19  hours  23  minutes  non  stop. 
I  have  since  been  sent  a  certificate  by  the 
Air  Service  conferring  on  me  the  unofficial 
title  of  Member  of  the  Elevated  Order  of 
the  Longest  Hop  in  the  World.  The 
improvised  accommodation  was  not  par- 
ticularly comfortable,  but  our  cheery  party 
enjoyed  itself,  remote  and  alone  in  that  vast 
space  of  ocean,  cloud  and  stars." 

Shortly  before  Sir  Clutha  left,  Major 
Ivor  Gibb,  son  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner, 
the  Rev.  Harold  Gibb,  was  a  welcome 
visitor  at  the  Indian  St.  Dunstan's.  He 
took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  Home, 
and  on  leaving  made  a  generous  gift, 
to  be  spent  on  training.  It  has  been  decided 
to  spend  it  on  musical  instruments  for  the 
doubly-disabled  Indians — a  memorial  to  his 
father. 

David  Strachan,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Strachan,  of  Motherwell,  has  been  accepted 
as  medical  student  in  Glasgow  University. 
There  were  160  places  and  800  applications. 


Braille* 

Persistent  as  the  knights  of  old 

Who  sought  the  Holy  Grail, 
My  fingers  sought  solution 

To  that  dot-scarred  sheet  of  Braille  ; 
I  knew  not  what  I  was  reading, 

It  was  all  so  strange  to  me, 
And  the  dots  danced  under  my  fingers 

Like  corks  on  a  troubled  sea. 
Dizzy  my  brain  was  growing 

But  I  tackled  them  all  again, 
The  Commas  and  Semis  and  Colons, 

Those  fruits  of  a  fertile  brain. 
Quotations,  Full-stops  and  Contractions 

Of  these,  of  course,  there  were  lots. 
But  to  me  they  held  no  meaning  ; 

Just  a  bunch  of  wandering  dots. 

Quotations,  Contractions,  Asterisks — 

Bad  actors,  but  I  rode  'em,  all  three, 
With  a  Question-mark  holding  the  spotlight 

And  setting  the  pace  for  me. 
The  spasm  that  followed  was  reading, 

And  I  knew  in  my  soul  that  at  last 
Retribution  had  caught  up  and  was  dealing 

Full  justice  for  the  sins  of  the  past 
For  I  struck  one  word  that  held  me, 

Like  a  strap  holds  the  luckless  fawn. 
From  dusk  on  a  Saturday  evening 

Till  the  break  of  Sunday's  dawn  : 
Then,  still  in  marching  order, 

I  lay  tossing  on  my  bed, 
With  the  wandering  dots  of  Monsieur  Braille 

Changing  pickets,  in  my  head. 

Then  a  Comma,  big  and  burly, 

Seemed  to  call  to  me  "  Who's  there?  " 
And  the  Semis  and  the  Colons 

Did  gymnastics  on  the  stair  ; 
The  ceiling  danced  with  question  marks 

Quotations  climbed  the  wall, 
And  Asterisks  fell  from  the  dancing  roof 

Like  leaves  in  early  fall. 
Then  a  girl  in  white  came  gliding  in 

Full  in  the  moonlight's  shine, 
To  gather  up  those  wandering  dots, 

Saying  softly,  "  These  are  mine." 
Then  the  ghost  of  Monsieur  Braille  appeared, 

And  as  my  wits  grew  keener, 
I  heard  him  praise  the  girl  in  white, 

And  the  name  he  used  was  "  Tena." 

As  the  compass  is  through  darkened  seas 

To  the  Master-mariner's  mind, 
As  the  wireless  brings  to  the  Northland  wastes 

The  news  of  all  mankind, 
Just  as  "  His  Word  "  came  through  all  the  years, 

By  print  and  word  of  mouth, 
Bringing  comfort  to  the  East  and  West, 

The  Northland  and  the  South, 
So  did  the  wandering  dots  of  Braille 

To  those  who  learn  and  read, 
Bring  comfort  to  the  darkened  eyes 

Of  every  class  and  creed  ; 
And,  in  His  Name  and  Will  Divine, 

That  will  that  never  fails, 
The  truth  and  light  can  yet  be  found 

In  those  wonderful  dots  of  Braille's. 

Ted  Fletcher  (Winnipeg). 

*We  are  indebted  to  Captain  William  Appleby 
for  these  verses,  which  appeared  in  a  recent  issue 
of  an  ex-servicemen's  magazine. 
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Private  Jack  Yare,  1\10th  King's  Liverpool  Scottish  Regt. 

We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  Yare,  of  Liverpool. 

Enlisting  in  March,  1917,  he  was  wounded  at  Festubert,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was  blinded,  receiving 
also  very  severe  facial  wounds.  He  came  to  us  in  August  of  the  following  year.  For  a  while  he  had  a  small 
business,  but  in  late  years  he  was  only  able  to  carry  on  with  wool-rug  making. 

His  death  occurred  at  the  home  of  his  sister-in-law,  who  has  cared  for  him  since  the  death  of  his  wife 
in  the  Liverpool  raids  in  March,  1941.  His  own  death  was  accelerated  by  the  same  incident. 

He  was  buried  at  Ford  Cemetery,  and  his  father,  who  is  81,  was  able  to  attend  the  funeral.  Unfortunately 
"his  son,  in  the  R.A.F.,  arrived  after  his  father  had  died,  but  he  had  been  allowed  compassionate  leave  during 
his  last  illness. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  son  and  daughter,  and  to  Mrs.  Malone. 

Ernest  Edward  Deller,  1st  Bedfordshire  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  E.  E.  Deller,  of  Luton. 

Blinded  in  the  battle  of  the  Somme,  in  1916,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  a  year  later  and  was  trained 
as  a  mat-maker.  He  carried  on  with  this  occupation  until  he  was  taken  ill  at  the  beginning  of  September.  He 
passed  away  on  October  4th,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Luton  Church  Cemetery,  and  St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  by  Mr.  T.  H. 
Panton,  and  St.  Dunstaners  E.  W.  Emerton  and  J.  Colley.  Mrs.  Emerton  and  Mrs.  Colley  were  also  present. 
A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife,  daughter  and  son-in-law. 

L/Cpl.  Percy  Moncrieff  Austin,  7th  Northants  Regt. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  P.  M.  Austin,  of  Austin  Ferrers. 

He  was  wounded  in  France  in  March,  1916,  when  he  was  blinded  and  also  received  damage  to  his 
right  foot.  He  trained  as  a  mat-maker  and  basket-maker.  At  the  latter  he  particularly  excelled,  and  he  carried 
on  with  a  little  work  right  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness.  His  death  took  place  at  his  home  on  October  15th. 

He  was  cremated,  and  the  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  later  placed 
in  the  Garden  of  Remembrance  at  Kettering  Crematorium. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  wife  and  son. 


Birth 

Green. — To  the  wife  of  S.  Green,  of 
Gosport,  on  October  24th,  a  daughter — 
Sarah  Linda. 

Marriages 

Bates — Heath. — On  October  8th,  E.  Bates, 
of  Rhyl  (late  of  Leatherhead),  to  Miss  H. 
Heath. 

Blackwell — Hollingsworth. — On  Aug- 
ust 12th,  at  St.  Luke's  Church,  Charlton, 
London,  Sergt.  James  Blackwell,  d.c.m. 
(new  war  St.  Dunstaner),  to  Miss  Gladys 
Hollingsworth. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are  celebrating  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Kempster,  Berkhamp- 
stead,  May  1st;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Kidger, 
Bridgnorth,  October  20th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Batten,    Bridgwater,    December    17th. 

Wanted 

Clockwork  or  Electric  Train  and 
rails,  also  any  accessories.  Must  be  in  good 
condition.  State  price. — Chappie,  Rockshaw 
Lodge,  Rockshaw  Road,  Merstham,  Surrey. 


Braille  Letters  from  Prisoners  of 

War 

Mr.  H.  G.  M.  Strutt,  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  (Invalid  Comforts  Section),  who  has 
done  such  splendid  work  for  our  own 
blinded  prisoners  of  war,  tells  us  that  he 
has  recently  started  a  service  whereby 
sighted  prisoners  of  war  can  send  letters 
to  a  blind  relative,  which  Mr.  Strutt  will 
put  into  braille  and  send  on. 

For  all  members  of  the  Forces  other  than 
prisoners  of  war,  this  is  done  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Strutt  writes  :  "  I  think  that  there  are 
St.  Dunstaners  who  can  read  braille  and 
who  have  sons  who  are  prisoners  of  war. 
If  so,  they  can  avail  themselves  of  this  new 
service  of  letters  from  sighted  prisoners  to 
blind  relatives.  Such  letters  can  be  sent  to 
me,  and  should  clearly  show  the  name  and 
address  of  the  intended  recipient,  and  be 
marked  :  "  For  brailling." 

For  those  St.  Dunstaners  who  would  like 
their  prisoner  of  war  sons  to  take  advantage 
of  Mr.  Strutt's  kind  offer,  his  address  is  : 
Wimbourne  House,  Arlington  Street, 
London,  S.W.I. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

Questions  in  Parliament 

WHEN  you  raise  a  matter  in  Parliament  you  may  have  varying  degrees  of  success. 
Sometimes  you  get  what  you  want  at  once,  sometimes  there  is  much  delay,  sometimes 
you  fail. 
For  some  years  I  was  much  concerned  with  the  difference  between  the  pensions  paid 
for  this  war  and  for  the  last  war,  and  with  the  fact  that  the  wives'  and  children's  allowance 
was  only  paid  when  the  disabled  ex-service  man  was  married,  or  the  children  were  born, 
before  he  was  disabled.  These  were  tough  nuts  to  crack  and  we  took  a  long  time  and  much 
organisation  and  many  questions  and  debates,  but  last  year  we  succeeded  in  getting  the 
pensions  made  the  same  for  both  wars,  and  we  succeeded  partially  over  the  wives'  and 
children's  allowance,  by  getting  it  made  payable,  together  with  a  special  allowance,  for 
those  who  were  unable  to  work.  We  welcome  this  partial  success,  but  are  still  working  away 
to  get  the  wives'  and  children's  allowance  for  all. 

An  example  of  a  quicker  result  occurred  recently.  In  July,  in  a  Debate  on  War  Pensions 
generally,  amongst  many  other  matters  I  referred  to  artificial  limbs,  and  said  : 

"  I  have  recently  made  a  survey,  in  a  small  way,  of  some  of  the  provisions  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  for  artificial  limbs  for  disabled  men.  What  I  hear  about  artificial  legs  is  that  they  are  very  good. 
But  with  artificial  hands  that  is  not  the  case.  The  hand  is  a  wonderful  instrument,  with  its  flexibility  and 
its  capacity,  hardly  capable  of  being  imitated  in  any  material.  Although  some  men  use  artificial  hands  for 
their  jobs,  and  some  wonderful  successes  are  attained,  there  is  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which  an  elaborate 
and  expensive  piece  of  apparatus  is  provided,  to  be  hung  on  the  back  of  a  door,  unless  there  is  a  party  on. 

A  hand  suitable  for  a  one-handed  man  cannot  be  doubled  for  a  man  who  has  lost  both  hands—different 
considerations  arise.  Nor  is  it  true  that  a  hand  suitable  for  men  who  can  see  is  suitable  for  men  who  cannot  see. 

We  want  a  more  ready  ear  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  help  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
limb-fitting  agencies,  and  to  provide  skilled  technicians  to  enable  St.  Dunstan's  to  do  its  work. 

The  Ministry  of  Pensions  should  itself  set  up  a  research  department,  to  find  out  what  are  the  new  materials 
and  the  new  methods. 

We  want  someone  who  is  free  from  the  manufacturing  or  the  administrative  embarrassment  to  give 
inventive  research  thought  to  this  problem. 

Where  men  have  lost  legs,  arms  or  eyes — and  sometimes  more  than  one  of  these — no  skill  and  thought 
is  too  much  to  give." 

At  the  same  time,  I  wrote  to  the  Minister  about  cases  of  delay  in  supplying  artificial 
limbs,  and  the  Commandant,  together  with  our  Engineer,  visited  Roehampton  to  urge 
matters  forward.  The  result  came  when  the  Minister  of  Pensions  announced,  in  the  House, 
that  he  was  setting  up  a  Committee  to  consider  the  design,  development,  and  use  of 
artificial  limbs  and  appliances  connected  therewith.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  a  good  friend 
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of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  of  all  ex-service  men,  namely,  Major  Sir  Brunei  Cohen,  who  lost  both 
his  legs  in  the  Great  War,  has  been  made  Chairman  of  this  Committee.  The  Commandant 
and  our  Engineer  are  now  preparing  evidence  to  submit  to  this  Committee. 

The  other  day  I  met  Mr.  A.  H.  Mclndoe,  famous  plastic  surgeon,  who  has  done  such 
wonderful  work,  principally  for  Air  Force  cases.  He  told  me  what  a  bad  effect  it  had  upon 
a  young  member  of  an  air  crew,  who  had  been  gravely  burnt  and  might  require  a  year  or 
two  of  reconstruction  work  for  his  damaged  face  and  hands  to  be  arbitrarily  dismissed 
from  the  Service  before  his  wounds  had  really  healed.  A  day  or  two  later  I  was  in  our 
Hospital  Unit  at  Stoke  Mandeville  and  learnt  from  two  or  three  St.  Dunstaners  how  upset 
they  were  that  they  were  going  to  be  turned  out  of  the  Service  before  their  wounds  had 
healed.  I  immediately  put  down  a  question  to  the  Service  Ministers,  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  if  he  will  lengthen  substantially  the  time  during  which  disabled  officers 
and  men  may  remain  in  the  Service,  so  that  they  may  enjoy  the  pay  and  status  thus  afforded,  and  continue 
to  wear  uniform,  thus  minimising  the  invidious  distinction  between  serving  men  and  discharged  men,  who 
are  in  the  same  hospital  at  the  same  time." 

And  emphasised  it  by  a  supplementary  question  to  the  Air  Minister: 

"  Is  my  right  hon.  Friend  aware  that  there  are — particularly  in  his  Service,  but,  of  course,  in  all  Services 
— a  number  of  most  grievously  wounded  men  who  have  facial  injuries  and  burns,  and  that  it  is  not  just 
sentimental  to  say  that  the  act  of  putting  them  out  of  the  Service  in  the  middle  of  their  recovery  of  health 
has  a  profound  and  undesirable  psychological  effect  upon  them?  Will  my  right  hon.  Friend  concert  with  other 
war  Ministers  to  see  whether  they  can  extend  this  time  to  cover  the  majority  of  those  cases,  and  thus  help 
their  recovery  ?  " 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  matter  is  now  being  considered  at  high  level  by  all  three 
Services,  and  though  they  all  warn  me  that  it  is  regarded  as  a  very  difficult  question,  I  hope 
we  may  get  something  from  them.  We  shall  certainly  go  on  pressing  for  it. 

Although  this  matter  is  not  yet  settled,  the  effect  of  my  question  in  the  House  was 
immediate,  for  I  learned  within  a  day  or  two  that  word  has  gone  to  our  Hospital  to  hold 
up  the  discharge  of  a  certain  St.  Dunstaner,  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being. 

Sometimes  Ministers  dig  their  toes  in,  and  progress  is  difficult,  and  you  have  to  work 
very  hard.  Sometimes  it  is  much  easier.  A  lot  depends  on  whether  the  concession  you  are 
asking  for  creates  precedence  or  administrative  difficulties  ;  something  depends  on  the 
Minister  himself  and  your  relations  with  him.  If  you  are  always  making  a  nuisance  of 
yourself  and  are  unreasonable,  Ministers  become  prejudiced  against  you,  and  you  get  very 
little.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  too  sweet  and  reasonable,  they  ignore  you.  You  must 
find  the  happy  medium.  My  motto  is  "  make  sure  your  case  is  a  good  one,  and  then  prepare 
the  ground  thoroughly,  get  as  many  allies  as  possible,  and  then  attack  as  vigorously  as 
you  can  and  keep  the  pressure  on  until  you  succeed." 

Thoughts  this  Christmas-time 

There  is  hardly  a  town  or  village  in  England,  and  scarcely  one  in  the  Dominions,  where 
Lady  Fraser  and  I  have  not  a  St.  Dunstan's  friend.  We  have  to  travel  a  good  deal  during 
this  war,  and  often  as  we  pass  through  a  town  or  village  we  think  of  old  so-and-so — perhaps 
I  rowed  with  him  on  the  Thames  twenty-five  years  ago,  or  perhaps  my  wife  told  him  very 
confidentially  what  his  girl  friend  looked  like,  or  turned  his  glass  eyes  the  right  way  up, 
for  they  have  a  way  of  getting  upside  down. 

We  have  travelled  a  good  deal  in  the  Empire,  too,  and  there  is  hardly  a  town,  and  certainly 
not  a  major  city,  where  St.  Dunstaners  could  not  give  you  a  party.  As  I  pass  by,  I  often  wish 
I  could  look  in  and  have  a  word,  more  particularly  since  we  have  had  to  give  up  our  After- 
Care  Reunions.  But  in  these  strenuous  times  the  thought  must  be  taken  for  the  deed,  and 
we  must  look  forward  to  the  days  of  peace,  when  the  old  associations  can  be  revived  and 
friendships  renewed. 

This  war  has  brought  many  new  aspects  of  St.  Dunstan's  work.  "  Tembani,"  near  Cape 
Town,  in  South  Africa,  was  the  first  substantial  St.  Dunstan's  Training  Centre  outside  of 
Britain.  The  Commander  in  Chief,  South  Atlantic  Fleet,  has  paid  me  the  compliment  of 
sending,  quite  unofficially  and  I  am  sure  quite  irregularly,  on  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships, 
a  braille  copy  of  the  Tembani  Times,  bringing  Christmas  greetings  to  St.  Dunstaners 
everywhere,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  of  my  many  friends  in  what  used  to  be  my  childhood  home. 
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At  the  other  end  of  the  continent  of  Africa — St.  Dunstan's  Committee  in  Cairo,  through 
whose  gentle  and  skilful  hands  many  Middle  East  casualties  have  passed.  Further  east — 
Dehra  Dun,  in  India,  where  both  European  and  Indian  St.  Dunstaners  carry  on  our  tradition. 
At  the  other  side  of  the  world,  in  each  of  the  States  of  Australia  and  in  New  Zealand, 
St.  Dunstaners  of  the  last  war  share  with  Repatriation  Departments  and  Governments  the 
task  of  welcoming,  re-training  and  settling  blinded  service  men.  And  in  New  Zealand  is  a 
special  hostel  for  the  blinded  service  men,  which  they  call  "  little  St.  Dunstan's."  All  are 
near  to  us  in  thought,  but  perhaps  Canada  is  nearer  to  us  in  experience,  for  it  so  happens 
that  large  numbers  of  Canadian  forces  have  fought  in  Europe,  and  there  were  consequently 
many  casualties.  A  considerable  number  of  Canadians  have  come  to  St.  Dunstan's,  some 
are  there  still,  others  have  gone  on  to  Toronto  to  finish  their  training.  Our  Allies,  too, 
American,  French,  Dutch,  Poles,  all  have  been  welcomed.  I  like  to  think  of  them  all  as 
St.  Dunstaners,  and  that  they  will  carry  the  St.  Dunstan's  story  back  to  their  own  countries. 
And  there  are  our  prisoners-of-war — not  so  many  now,  since  the  Allies  are  advancing,  but 
a  brave  little  company  in  the  heart  of  Germany.  They  too  are  St.  Dunstaners,  and  wear  our 
badge  and  belong  to  our  brotherhood. 

Nearly  500  men  and  women  altogether  make  up  the  younger  generation  of  St.  Dunstan's. 
The  newest  are  still  in  hospital,  fresh  from  the  battlefield ;  others  are  in  training,  others 
again  have  started  out  in  the  world.  We  think  of  you  all,  new  and  old,  this  Christmastide, 
we  congratulate  you  on  the  splendid  example  you  have  set,  of  misfortune  overcome, 
difficulties  conquered,  a  place  in  the  world  assured.  We  think  especially  of  your  hundreds 
of  children,  splendid  boys  and  girls  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  all  over  the  world.  We 
wish  you  as  happy  a  Christmas  as  war-time  conditions  will  allow — a  family  reunion  as  soon 
as  may  be — and  Peace  and  Goodwill  in  the  New  Year. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Result  of  Grand  Christmas  Draw 

To  say  that  our  Grand  Christmas  Draw 
was  a  success  is  an  understatement.  Applica- 
tions poured  in  from  the  day  it  was  first 
announced  until  the  closing  date. 

The  result  of  the  Draw,  made  at  12  Park 
Crescent  on  December  14th,  by  St.  Dun- 
staners   Barbara    Bell    and    M.     Delaney 
(massage    students),    in    the    presence    of 
Matron  Walker,  Sister  Morrah,  Miss  Wilson, 
Messrs.  A.  Mace  and  G.  Payne,  and  the 
Editor  of  the  Review,  was  as  follows  :— 
Tablecloth— W.  Raine,  Tiptree  (1249). 
Sheets — C.  Dennison,  York  (569). 
Games— C.  T.  Kirk,  Lancing  (2202). 

Consolation  Prizes 

Pullover— -W.  T.  Curtis- Willson,  Brighton  (965). 
Table  game—].  C.  Brown,  Wellington  (2204). 
Soft  elephant— A.  Taylor,  Lye  (886). 

The  winners  of  the  dolls  were  : — 
M.  J.  Shinners,  Greenford  (1109). 

F.  Hemsworth,  Bentley  (1821). 

A.  S.  Henderson,  Becontree  (1998). 

E.  Batt,  Bath  (1521). 

H.  A.  T.  Pearce,  Leighton  Buzzard  (1981). 

W.  G.  Cox,  Oxford  (372). 

G.  A.  Brown,  Cricklewood  (13). 
A.  Taylor,  Lye  (890). 

R.  H.  Cook,  Wallasey  (1628). 


G.  Dawson,  Newmarket  (409). 
J.  Morgan,  Bristol  (2013). 
W.  Harris,  Oxford  (2064). 

F.  Ashworth,  Burnley  (109). 
W.  Reed,  Barry  (484). 

G.  Southen,  Folkestone  (2091). 
J.  E.  Bell,  Canvey  Island  (870). 
N.  Perry,  Massage  Hostel  (33). 
J.  Woodhouse,  Hulland  (1110). 

In  addition  to  the  prizes  announced  last 
month,  Matron  Pain  sent  us  a  doll  and  a 
woollen  dog,  which  had  been  presented 
to  her  for  the  Comforts  Fund,  and  these 
were  afterwards  drawn  for. 

The  doll  was  won  by  D.  Munro,  East 
Coker  (680)  and  the  woollen  dog  went  to 
W.  Raine,  Tiptree  (1250). 

2,270  tickets  were  sold  at  one  shilling  each. 
After  deducting  £1  10s.  for  printing  and 
postage  expenses,  the  magnificent  sum  of 
£106  has  been  sent  to  Matron  Pain,  for  the 
Comforts  Fund. 

It  only  remains  to  express  our  thanks 
to  all  who  so  sportingly  took  part,  and  to 
say  to  our  generous  American  friend,  who 
made  such  a  magnificent  draw  possible  : 
"  Thanks  a  lot." 

All  prizes  were  despatched  in  good  time 
for  Christmas.  Congratulations  to  all  the 
lucky  winners. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Last  month's  Notes  should  have  men- 
tioned an  innovation  at  Denehurst ;  their 
darts  and  dominoes  teams  have  challenged 
teams  from  the  "  Plough,"  the  "  Pound  " 
Inn,  the  "  Green  Dragon,"  the  "  Buck's 
Head,"  and  the  officers  at  All  Stretton.  Out 
of  seven  matches,  only  one  was  lost — bravo ! 

November  30th.  St.  Andrew's  was  well 
and  truly  kept  by  all  St.  Dunstan's  Scotties — 
thanks  to  Capt.  Stuart  Spence's  hospitable 
organising.  Day  broke  with  the  skirl  of 
pipes,  and  again  they  accompanied  dinner, 
up  and  down  the  verandah  and  on  to  the 
roof;  while  in  the  evening  the  haggis  (from 
Scotland)  was  played  in  with  traditional 
ceremony,  then  the  toasts,  the  reels  .... 
well,  as  spirits  rose,  somehow  no  one  could 
give  a  very  clear  account  by  next  morning ! 
Anyway,  it  was  a  "  gran'  nicht  " ! 

A  Brains  Trust  at  Longmynd  gave  a 
really  good  evening.  Capt.  Scrivens,  Edu- 
cational Officer,  Welsh  Border  H.Q., 
brought  a  strong  "  Trust  " — two  A.T.S. 
Officers,  a  U.S.A.  Doctor,  Warrant  Officer 
Pilgrim,  and  Earl  Beauchamp  (all  in  khaki) 
to  deal  impromptu  with  our  questions.  The 
thoughtful,  well-expressed  answers  from 
such  different  points  of  view  made  us  hope 
for  another  such  evening ;  the  questions, 
too,  were  good,  ranging  from  the  treatment 
of  Germany,  desirable  virtues  in  a  wife, 
the  meaning  of  civilisation,  to  "  If  a  clock 
will  go  for  eight  days  without  winding, 
how  long  will  it  go  if  wound?  "  Answered 
in  four  words! 

A  Repertory  Company,  spending  some 
weeks  in  Church  Stretton,  very  kindly 
offered  us  one  night  in  our  own  Hall ;  it 
was  clear  how  the  audience  enjoyed 
"  Blithe  Spirit."  Many  thanks  to  the 
"  Earl  Armstrongs." 

Play-readings  make  popular  diversions  ; 
staffs  have  given  "  While  Parents  Sleep," 
at  Denehurst,  and  at  Longmynd,  "  The 
Dover  Road." 

Another  informal  Concert  by  trainees  and 
staff  filled  the  Hall  one  evening.  Tommy 
Rogers  and  Wally  Such  gave  an  excellent 
Indian  Clubs  display ;  Joe  and  Joan  Walsh 
in  duets ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steel  and  Miss 
Downer  with  'cello,  violin  and  piano  ;  Beryl 
Sleigh,  Joe  Weeks,  and  other  favourites, 
including  our  old  friend,  Mr.  Edwards, 
with  always  popular  interludes  by  Mr. 
Carter  and  Freddie  Freeland. 


Lunch-time  Concerts  have  been  given 
by  Suzette  Tarry  and  Rae  Jenkins,  also  by 
Henry  Hall  and  his  company ;  this  latter 
gave  an  opportunity  for  him  to  hear  our 
own  band  first — an  honour  for  them  to 
play  with  him!  Two  Sunday  afternoon 
Concerts  were  arranged  by  Mr.  Jaques 
Brown,  and  the  Borough  Police  and  Civil 
Defence  and  the  Condover  R.A.F.  have 
given  evening  Concerts. 

A  visit  from  Dr.  Thorne,  from  the 
U.S.A.  opposite  number  to  St.  Dunstan's 
in  Connecticut,  should  strengthen  the  link 
between  the  two  places  with  the  same  aim. 

There  have  been  dances  by  invitation 
of  Toe  H  at  Morris'  Ballroom,  Shrewsbury  ; 
at  Harlescott ;  at  Lewis'  Ballroom  ;  and  at 
Montford  Bridge.  Visiting  Bands — Pioneer, 
R.A.F.  and  R.A.O.C,  for  the  Monday 
dances. 

A  specially  good  C.E.M.A.  Concert  was 
arranged  by  the  Musical  Circle,  including 
a  Handel  group  of  songs  by  Kenneth  Ellis 
(bass),  the  Bees'  Wedding,  and  Liszt 
Polonaise  piano  solos,  and  a  Mozart  trio 
and  the  Gipsy  Rondo  by  Haydn. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Senior  Massage 
Class  to  finish  their  course  in  London, 
staying  at  Croxley  Green  ;  we  wish  them 
all — Bob  Kitt,  Eric  Foster,  Bob  Evans,  Joe 
Weeks,  Jock  Inness,  T.  Vickers,  Bill  Morris, 
and  Micky  Burns — the  best  of  luck. 

Others  leaving  us  to  take  up  jobs  are  : 
Stan  Tutton  as  assembler  with  British 
Overseas  Airways  Corporation  ;  Alphonse 
Evanno  as  telephonist  in  Kensington ; 
J.  W.  McConnell  to  start  as  shop-keeper  in 
a  St.  Dunstan's  shop  in  Salisbury  at  the 
New  Year ;  and  E.  H.  North  should  have 
been  mentioned  before  as  going  to  his 
home  at  Taunton  to  look  after  his  garden 
and  make  wool  rugs. 

Our  best  wishes  go  with  them  all. 

A  resident  doctor  has  now  been  added 
to  the  Church  Stretton  staff:  Dr.  Newsom, 
formerly  resident  in  Rhodesia,  will  be 
welcomed  by  all — especially  the  Matrons 
and  Nurses  ;  we  hope  he  won't  have  too 
many  patients! 

We  congratulate  the  following,  who  have 
passed  their  tests  : — 

Typing. — W.    G.    Evans,  S.   Henry,   J. 

Laffey,    E.    H.    Daniel,    E.  Deaville,    E. 

Cookson,     L.     Withington,  T.     Gaygen, 
A.  Morgan. 
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Braille  (Interline  Reading) .— W.  Thorn- 
ton, L.  Northwood,  W.  Such,  Tom 
Barton,  A.  Hobson. 

Braille  (Interpoint  Reading). — V.  Ken- 
ard,  L.  Rosenberg. 

Writing. — R.  Theobald,  J.  Franklin, 
W.  Shea,  H.  Devenport,  H.  Briggs,  E. 
Pratt,  J.  Humphrey. 

Blackpool  Notes 

Hello,  everybody — or,  as  one  of  the  wee 
boys  used  to  say  many  years  agone— 
"  Hello,  all  the  bodies." 

We  are  often  told  that  the  Blackpool 
Home  is  seldom  mentioned  in  the  Review. 
Nevertheless  we  are  very  much  in  the 
running.  Great  concern  is  being  felt  at  the 
moment  owing  to  the  exceptionally  high 
tide,  which  is  preventing  the  tram  cars 
running  down  this  end  of  the  track.  In  fact, 
we  are  rather  worried,  as  a  few  of  our 
"  star  turns  "  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
"  romp  home."  However,  if  the  storm 
abates  the  tapes  will  go  up  at  "  Squires 
gate,"  the  tick-tack  will  be  given  to  a 
passing  taximan,  the  starters  will  reach  the 
fish  stakes,  and  very  soon  will  finish  the 
course.  Elbow  is  given  as  a  good  tip — and 
we  hope -Barrel  is  still  running.  After  all 
this,  it  is  obvious  that  "  Forty  Winks  "  is 
the  "  nap  of  the  day,"  and  will  win  by  a 
short,  if  sleepy,  head. 

On  December  1st  the  Staff  of  Messrs. 
Marks  &  Spencer,  Ltd.,  invited  twelve  of 
the  troops  to  a  very  excellent  party.  Many 
of  this  war's  wounded  were  also  there,  and 
all  voted  the  evening  a  very  great  success. 
A  hearty  meal  was  provided,  a  good  concert 
given,  and  a  "  Christmas  parcel,"  containing 
many  useful  gifts,  presented  to  each  man. 
But  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  parcel  was 
"  matchless,"  as  each  one  contained  a  box 
of  lucifers.  Transport  was  provided  both 
ways. 

On  November  17th  we  had  a  very  jolly 
party  in  the  house,  our  guests  being  the 
Mayor  and  Mayoress,  who  brought  along 
with  them  the  well-known  Esmond  Knight 
and  his  co-star  at  the  Grand  that  week,  Miss 
Evelyn  Laye.  They  stayed  nearly  one  and 
a  half  hours,  and  it  was  only  when  the  tea 
gong  went  that  we  realised  how  the  time 
had  flown. 

On  Armistice  Day,  which  is  so  definitely 
"  the  Old  Boys'  day,"  we  had  the  usual 
short    Service   in   the   Lounge.   After   the 


Service  we  went  to  the  Cenotaph,  where  the 
wreath  was  placed  by  W.  Biggs,  of  Leicester. 
Always  on  Armistice  Day  our  thoughts 
return  to  the  happy  days  at  Portland  Place, 
and  the  friends  we  have  missed,  but  not 
really  lost. 

In  the  evening  a  party  went  to  a  Polish 
concert,  where  Jan  Lasowski  was  so  warmly 
welcomed  by  his  own  countrymen.  Jan  was 
asked  to  make  a  short  speech  about  the 
work  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  although  we 
could  not  tell  a  word  he  said,  it  was  obvious 
from  the  faces  and  applause  of  his  audience 
that  he  had  told  them  something  which 
inspired  them.  Practically  all  the  programme 
was  in  Polish,  of  course,  but  three  members 
of  the  Air  Force  sang  a  few  songs  in 
English,  and  the  way  they  rendered 
"  Polly  Wolly  Doodle  "  was  a  very  clever 
and  amusing  item  on  the  programme. 

A  short  time  ago  a  comic  orchestra  was 
formed  and  christened  "  Alfy  Bright's 
Discoveries."  They  were  well  trained,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  were  so  clever  on  the 
different  instruments  that  J.  J.  paid  them 
the  very  great  compliment  of  offering  to 
lend  them  his  drum  outfit,  so  from  two 
tin  hats  fastened  together  with  elastoplast, 
a  pair  of  castinets,  the  dinner  gong  muffled 
for  a  drum,  and  two  tins  of  pills  from  the 
dispensary,  not  to  mention  little  Alfy's 
"  bones,"  emerged  the  present  gay  little 
band.  We  dare  not  mention  names  for  fear 
of  being  asked  to  perform  on  or  over  the 
radio,  but  still  remain  "  Alfy  Bright's 
Discoveries." 

We  have  been  pleased  to  welcome  some 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  St. 
Dunstaners  from  all  parts  of  the  British 
Isles,  but  it  is  hardly  kind  of  them  to  appear 
as  "  married s — and  parents  "  when  we  try 
to  forget  how  the  years  are  flying  by. 

All  are  sorry  to  lose  our  very  excellent 
and  ever  kindly  Orderly  Addley,  who, 
owing  to  ill-health,  has  had  to  be  transferred 
to  a  warmer  and  kinder  climate.  However, 
our  loss  is  the  gain  of  some  of  the  present- 
war  men,  and  we  hope  he  will  be  happy 
with  them. 

All  at  the  Blackpool  Home  send  greetings 
to  all  for  Christmas  and  the  New  Year,  and 
may  1945  re-unite  your  families  and  bring 
happiness  and  health.  g    V-D. 

The  Editor  regrets  that  many  other  items 
have  unavoidably  had  to  be  left  over  until 
next  month. 
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Parliament 

Speaking  in  the  Debate  on  the  King's 
Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
December  1st,  1944,  Sir  Tan  Fraser  said  : 

There  is  no  reference  to  ex-Servicemen  in  the 
King's  Speech,  not  one  word  about  the  men  who 
are  serving  and  about  the  problems  which  will  arise 
when  the  war  is  over  and  they  come  back.  This  is 
the  last  Session  of  this  Parliament,  and  it  may  be 
that,  by  November  next,  we  shall  have  concluded 
victoriously  the  German  war,  and  may  have  had 
an  election,  or  may  be  in  the  process  of  having  an 
election.  Therefore,  this  King's  Speech  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  Nation  as  it  has 
been  termed,  seems  to  be  the  occasion  for  making 
up  our  minds  what  this  Parliament  will  do  to  ensure 
that  the  men  who  come  back  from  the  war,  and  who 
will  begin  to  come  back,  we  hope,  during  next  year, 
are  adequately  and  properly  cared  for. 

When  the  men  do  come  home,  what  will  they 
want  ?  First,  I  think,they  will  want  a  home — a  simple 
home,  not  a  palace,  somewhere  where  they  can 
either  revive  the  old  home  which  has  been  broken 
up,  or  found  a  new  home  with  a  new  wife,  some- 
where where  they  can  have  a  little  space  for  their 
children.  They  will  want  a  home,  and  they  will  want 
furniture  and  pots  and  pans  to  put  into  it.  Have 
we  adequate  assurance  that  these  things  are  going 
to  be  provided  ?  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  possible 
to  provide  homes  for  all,  or  pots  and  pans  for  all 
in  a  short  time.  The  facts  about  the  war  damage 
and  about  the  maximum  capacity  of  our  building 
trade  in  peace-time  make  it  clear  that  there  will  be 
a  demand  for  houses  for  some  considerable  time 
to  come.  If  that  is  so,  we  shall  have  to  take  certain 
steps,  if  we  are  determined  to  see  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  men  who  return  from  the  Armed 
Forces  get  a  home.  We  cannot  promise  them  all 
a  home  immediately,  but,  seeing  that  they  have  all 
been  away  for  four  or  five  years,  living  a  hard  life, 
divorced  from  their  own  home  surroundings  and 
their  familiar  sights  and  sounds,  and  their  own  folk, 
they  must  be  made  to  feel  that,  if  there  are  not 
enough  for  all,  and  not  even  enough  for  half,  at 
least  they  shall  have  some  priority  in  the  allocation 
of  homes,  of  furniture,  and  of  pots  and  pans. 

When  a  house  or  a  home  has  been  found  for  the 
returned  man,  what  next?  A  job.  I  believe  it  is  the 
honest  intention  of  the  Minister  of  Labour,  whose 
work  in  this  connection  I  admire,  to  try  to  get  the 
utmost  possible  amount  of  employment  for  all  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  realise  the  point  he 
frequently  makes,  that  goodwill  between  the  trades 
unionists  and  the  returning  ex-Service  men  is 
essential.  It  therefore  follows  that  the  ex-Service 
men  must  be  wise  in  their  own  time  and  on  their 
own  side,  and  not  ask  too  much  by  way  of  preference 
or  priority,  lest  they  lose  some  of  the  goodwill 
which  the  trades  union  movement  is  showing  them. 

If  there  is  unemployment  in  a  town,  and  there 
are  ten  men  out  of  work  and  there  are  nine  places, 
will  anything  be  done  to  see  that  the  ex-Serviceman 
is  not  the  one  to  be  left  out  ?  This  is  a  plain  question 
which  the  Minister  of  Labour  cannot  avoid,  and 
about  which  it  has  to  make  up  its  mind.  My  own 
view  is  that  where  the  man  has  been  in  the  Armed 
Forces  and  where,  in  very  many  cases,  he  has  been 
away  from  home,  out  of  touch,  unable  to  look 
after  himself,  when  he  comes  back  he  must  be  given 


some  kind  of  priority.  The  Government  do  not 
have  this  in  mind.  They  do  not  put  it  into  the 
King's  Speech.  I  believe  that  they  do  not  intend 
to  do  it  if  the  Minister  of  Labour  can  prevent  it. 

I  say  to  the  House  that  there  must  be  a  challenge 
on  this  matter.  Unless  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  say  that,  where  there  is  a  scarcity  of  employment 
in  any  place,  perhaps  for  a  limited  time,  preference 
is  to  be  given  to  the  men  who  come  back  after  the 
war,  they  will  have  to  be  challenged  in  this  House, 
or  in  the  country  when  the  election  comes.  I  do 
not  believe  the  nation  will  be  satisfied  to  see  that 
this  preference  is  not  given.  A  separate  register  will 
have  to  be  kept  in  the  Employment  Exchanges, 
otherwise  it  will  not  be  known  who  are  the  men 
and  who  are  not.  Under  the  pressure  of  this  House 
the  Minister  of  Labour  did  it  in  the  Disabled  Persons 
Act,  when  he  set  up  a  separate  register  of  those  who 
were  ex-Servicemen,  and  he  did  take  powers. 
Indeed,  it  was  imposed  upon  him  as  a  duty,  where 
there  were  not  enough  places  in  the  training 
establishments  or  in  the  factories,  to  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  ex-Servicemen.  The  House  must  ask. 
the  Government  to  extend  that  to  fit  returning 
men  as  well,  and  among  them  I  include  the  men 
of  the  Merchant  Navy,  too  often  left  out. 

The  important  psychological  point  which  I  want 
to  ask  the  House  to  consider  is  that  the  King's  Speech 
contains  no  reference  whatever  to  the  anxieties  of 
men  now  serving  in  the  Forces,  who  are  so  soon 
to  come  back.  They  will  feel  that  for  five  years  they 
were  wanted  by  the  nation,  and  when  the  war  has 
ended  are  they  to  come  back  and  wonder  whether 
they  are  wanted  any  more?  It  is  not  enough  to  say 
that  our  policy  is  one  of  full  employment,  and  that 
our  policy  is  to  build  houses,  and  they  must  have 
their  share.  The  facts  of  the  case  in  regard  to  them 
make  it  necessary  for  the  Government,  and  if  the 
Government  are  unwilling,  for  the  House,  to  say 
that  there  must  be  a  preference  for  them  in  these 
matters.  The  Government  must  undertake  to  set  up 
a  Select  Committee  to  review  the  whole  of  our  war 
pensions  system.  There  are  many  principles  and 
details  in  it  which  do  not  meet  with  universal 
approval,  and  if  not  before  the  election,  then 
immediately  after  it,  it  seems  to  me  there  must  be 
a  Select  Committee  to  review  the  whole  matter, 
and  place  Parliament  and  the  country  in  the  position 
of  knowing  all  the  facts,  and  of  hearing  evidence 
from  all  and  sundry. 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "St.  Duns  tan's  Review" 
Dear  Sir, 

In  regard  to  the  possible  derivation  of  the  word 
"  dilsed,"  one  would  obtain  this  if,  in  writing  it 
in  braille,  dots  1,  2  and  3  were  used  instead  of 
4,  5,  5  immediately  before  the  letter  "  s."  That  is 
to  say,  if  one  slipped  up  in  writing  "  dispirited," 
one  would  write  this  new  word  "  dilsed." 

Yours  sincerely, 
Coventry.  J.  D.  Calder. 

Editor's  Note. — This  is  the  right  answer  and  the 

only  one  so  far  received. 

Births 

Ash. — To  the  wife  of  Maxwell  Ash,  of  Burnham- 
on-Sea  (new  war  St.  Dunstaner),  on  December 
7th,  a  daughter — Hilary  Mary. 

Kirstein. — To  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Kirstein,  of  South 
Africa,  on  November  10th,  a  son. 
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Sir   Arthur   Pearson   Anniversary 

St.  Dimstaners  in  all  our  Homes,  and 
in  all  parts  of  the  Empire,  paid  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  our  Founder,  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson,  on  the  anniversary  of  his  death, 
Saturday,  December  9th.  Where  possible, 
special  services  were  held  and  the  St. 
Dunstaners'  own  wreath  was  placed  on 
Sir  Arthur's  grave  in  Hampstead  Cemetery 
by  the  Chairman,  during  the  morning  of 
the  9th. 

Blinded — But    Still    a   Policeman 

Alfred  Lang,  of  Carstairs,  Lanarkshire, 
was  a  policeman  before  he  joined  the  Scots 
Guards.  Near  the  end  of  the  North  African 
campaign  he  struck  a  mine  and  was  blinded 
and  wounded.  He  went  to  St.  Dunstan's, 
South  Africa,  and  was  trained  in  massage, 
but  he  still  wanted  to  be  a  policeman.  He 
came  back  to  Great  Britain,  received  radio 
tuition  at  Linburn,  the  rehabilitation  centre 
which  is  run  by  the  Scottish  National 
Institution  (Newington  House),  and  is 
now  at  work  in  Lanarkshire  Constabulary's, 
radio  station,  receiving  and  transmitting 
messages.  He  has  been  officially  reinstated 
by  the  Home  Office  as  a  policeman — 
probably  the  only  blind  one  in  the  country. 

St.  Dunstaner  Broadcasts 

Capt.  W.  J.  Voss,  an  Australian  St. 
Dunstaner,  who  now  lives  in  Yeovil, 
Somerset,  has  had  a  series  of  short  talks  in 
French  accepted  by  the  B.B.C.  for  broad- 
casting in  their  Belgian  programme.  Some 
he  has  recorded  himself  for  transmission  ; 
others  have  been  read  by  an  announcer. 

Honour 

From  a  cable  from  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates 
we  learn  that  on  November  24th,  at  an 
Investiture  a-t  Government  House,  Pretoria, 
Sapper  Marais  received  the  Military  Medal, 
the  first  new  war  South  African  St. 
Dunstaner  to  be  awarded  this  honour. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are  celebrating  anniversaries  :  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  Taylor,  Stanway,  near  Colchester, 
October  22nd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Birley, 
Salford,  November  29th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Van  Niekerk,  Brighton,  December  3rd ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Howarth,  Alton,  Decem- 
ber 11th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Walch,  Church 
Stretton,  December  13th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Bridgman,  Derby,  December  25th. 


St.    Dunstan's    Bridge    Club 

The  German  High  Command  have  made 
many  attempts  to  disrupt  the  activities  of 
the  Bridge  Club,  but  every  effort  has 
woefully  failed.  As  I  write  these  few  notes, 

1944  is  rapidly  passing  and  the  Club  is  as 
alive  and  alert  to-day  as  ever.  Armistice 
Day,  1944,  was  the  only  Saturday  through- 
out the  whole  year  when  there  was  no  play. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Club 
has  had  a  most  successful  season,  and  has 
played  more  matches  than  ever,  eleven  in 
all.  I  have  to  report  that  we  had  a  record 
number  of  wins,  with  six  successes. 
Meeting  a  team  from  Hampstead  was  our 
last  successful  encounter. 

The  League,  perhaps,  has  not  gone 
forward  quite  so  well,  but  a  great  spurt  is 
being  put  on  at  the  moment. 

A  great  deal  of  friendly  Bridge  has  been 
thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  we  were  all  glad 
to  welcome  Bill  Taylor  back  to  the  fold 
again.  For  my  part,  I  consider  that  the 
Bridge  Club  has  been  of  inestimable  value 
to  its  members  during  the  past  five  years, 
as  life  has  been  very  limited  during  these 
difficult  times,  and  each  Saturday  has  been 
looked  forward  to  with  pleasurable  antici- 
pation in  consequence.  With  good  com- 
panionship and  good  Bridge,  what  more 
could  one  wish  for? 

There  is  a  side  line  of  the  Bridge  Club 
which  is  worth  mentioning,  with  the 
Editor's  permission.  It  is  what  I  would 
describe  as  an  unofficial  Discussion  Group. 
This  takes  place  prior  to  and  during  lunch 
at  the  "  local,"  where  many  of  us  meet 
before  our  matches  commence,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  worth  the  B.B.C.'s  taking  a 
recording  and  then  transmitting  it  to  the 
listening  public.  Many  very  vital  problems 
are  raised  and  discussed,  the  discussions 
being  unique,  for  rarely  do  two  members 
of  the  Club  agree,  and  I  can  assure  readers 
that  it  is  all  most  refreshing,  entertaining, 
and  amusing. 

Truly,  then,  our  Club  has  progressed 
twofold  ;  in  the  great  game  of  Bridge,  and 
also  in  good  companionship,  and  with 
such    a    combination    I    look    forward    to 

1945  with  great  hopes  and  anticipate  a 
more  successful  season  than  we  are  now 
closing.  R.P.C. 

From  Melplash  come  greetings  to  all  St. 
Dunstaners  for  as  happy  a  Christmas  as 
possible  and  peace  in  the  New  Year, 
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Private  J.  H.  W.  Porter,  Royal  Defence  Corps  and  Middlesex  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  J.  H.  W.  Porter,  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

He  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1917,  but  did  not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care'  until  1920,  when 
he  was  in  a  business  as  a  stationer  and  bookseller.  He  was  keenly  interested  in  the  Legion  of  Frontiersmen, 
in  which  he  held  the  rank  of  Captain.  For  a  number  of  years,  too,  before  his  death,  in  addition  to  a  little 
basket  work,  he  was  actively  engaged  in  lecturing,  both  for  St.  Dunstan's  and  other  associations.  It  was 
obvious,  during  the  past  year  or  two,  however,  that  his  health  was  rapidly  failing,  and  he  died  at  his  home 
on  November  12th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  amongst  the  many  flowers  at  the  funeral. 
The  coffin  was  covered  with  the  Union  Jack,  upon  which  rested  his  sword  and  cap. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relatives  and  friends.  One  of  his  sons  has  recently  lost  his  life 
while  serving  overseas. 

Bombardier  Alfred  Reginald  Clark,  Royal  Artillery 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  St.  Dunstaners  of  this  war, 
A.  R.  Clark,  of  Bristol. 

A  member  of  the » Territorial  Army,  he  was  called  up  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  During  his  training  in 
England,  his  vision  began  to  deteriorate  and,  as  a  result,  he  was  discharged  from  the  Army  early  in  1942. 
He  returned  to  his  pre-enlistment  employment  with  his  old  firm  in  Bristol  and  carried  on  until  1943,  when  he 
had  to  give  up  work  altogether. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  February,  1944,  and  started  a  course  of  training  last  May,  but  his  bad  health 
prevented  him  undertaking  this  on  a  very  serious  scale.  Eventually  he  was  admitted  to  hospital,  and 
he  passed  away  there  on  November  14th.  Although  he  did  not  enjoy  good  health,  he  was  always  cheerful 
with  both  St.  Dunstaners  and  staff  and  he  will  be  missed. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  two  children. 


Deaths 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy   to  the 
following  : — 
Groves. — To    A.     F.     Groves,     of    Kingsnorth, 

Ashford,  whose  little  girl,  Evelyn,  aged  twelve, 

died  with  tragic  suddenness  on  September  3rd. 
Quigley. — To  Bernard  Quigley,  of  South  Shields, 

whose  wife  passed  away  on  December  1st,  in 

hospital,  after  a  very  long  illness. 

Dr.    E.    L.    Fyffe 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  heard 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Fyffe,  so  well 
known  to  St.  Dunstaners  living  in  the 
Brighton  district,  and  to  all  those  who  have 
stayed  at  our  Brighton  and  Ovingdean 
Homes. 

Dr.  Fyffe  was  St.  Dunstan's  Medical 
Officer  during  the  years  that  we  were  at 
Brighton,  and  the  severance  of  our  associa- 
tion with  him  was  one  of  the  saddest 
aspects  of  our  move  to  Church  Stretton 
in  1940,  an  association,  however,  which 
would  have  been  fully  revived  when  we 
return  to  Brighton  after  the  war. 

All  those  St.  Dunstaners  who  benefited 
by  his  wise  and  kindly  advice  over  so  many 
years  will  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  our  old 
friend. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Downs 
Crematorium,  Brighton,  on  December  7th, 
St.  Dunstan's  being  represented  by  Messrs. 
J.  Boyd,  A.  J.  Smith,  and  G.  Richardson. 


Mr.  E.  Le  Breton  Martin 

St.  Dunstaners  will  also  hear  with  the 
deepest  regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  Le 
Breton  Martin.  Associated  for  many  years 
with  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  and  his  firm, 
"  Bret "  carried  that  association  to  St. 
Dunstan's.  He  edited  the  St.  Dunstaner's 
own  braille  magazine,  "  Nuggets,"  when 
it  was  first  issued  in  the  last  war,  and 
resumed  when  it  was  decided  to  re-issue 
it  several  years  ago.  Since  then  his  name 
will  have  become  familiar  with  many  other 
St.  Dunstaners  for  his  reading  of  a  number 
of  Talking  Books.  He  himself  had  estab- 
lished a  reputation  in  the  years  following 
the  last  war  as  a  popular  writer  of  boys' 
books. 

"  Bret  "  had  a  delightful  personality ;  his 
charm  of  manner  endeared  him  to  all  those 
who  knew  him,  and  they  will  deeply 
regret  his  passing. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  December 
11th,  at  Golders  Green  Crematorium,  when 
Mr.  L.  S.  Pinder,  Talking  Book  Depart- 
ment, represented  St.  Dunstan's. 

Missing — Believed  Killed 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Sergeant  Peter  Boyter,  r.a.f.,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyter,  of  Pittenweem,  has  been 
reported  missing,  believed  killed  in  action. 
Peter  had  been  apprenticed  as  a  jockey. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

St.  Dunstan's  Review  in  Braille 

IT  will  rather  surprise  the  layman  to  learn  that  the  St.  Dunstan's  Review  has  been  printed 
for  over  twenty-nine  years  but  has  not  been  put  into  braille.  Why  is  this?  I  suppose 
in  the  earliest  days  it  was  a  journal  produced  for  the  men  in  training  in  the  first 
St.  Dunstan's,  and  for  the  staff  who  were  interested  in  their  welfare,  and  that  if  it  had  been 
put  into  braille  it  could  not  have  been  read  by  more  than  a  small  percentage  of  those  for 
whom  it  was  intended.  And  so  it  appeared  in  typewriting  at  first,  and  then  in  print. 

There  were  nearly  three  thousand  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  blinded  in  the  Great 
War  of  1914-1918,  but  only  a  percentage  of  them,  perhaps  about  a  third,  became  good 
braille  readers.  Moreover,  most  of  their  wives  were  interested  in  the  Review,  and  so  were 
a  number  of  sighted  people  connected  with  St.  Dunstan's. 

I  myself  was  no  great  braille  reader,  for  I  had  sadly  neglected  this  art.  I  had,  of  course, 
passed  my  tests  in  the  old  St.  Dunstan's,  but  I  had  then  become  very  busy,  and  had  many 
people  to  read  to  me,  and  I  just  let  it  go.  When  this  new  war  broke  out  I  gave  some  very 
serious  thought  to  this  subject,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  not  been  sufficiently 
well  grounded  in  braille — I  had  not  been  urged  and  persuaded  in  my  youth  to  go  on  with 
it  until  I  reached  the  stage  at  which  it  would  be  so  easy  as  to  be  a  real  pleasure — so  I  set 
myself  the  task  of  re-learning  braille,  and  during  the  war  years  I  have  raised  my  speed  of 
reading  three  or  four  times,  and  what  an  enormous  benefit  it  has  been  to  me!  With  my 
own  experience  to  guide  me  I  saw  to  it,  with  the  full  co-operation  of  Miss  Pain,  who  had 
been  Head  of  the  Braille  Room  in  the  last  war  and  was  Head  of  the  Braille  Room  at  the 
beginning  of  this,  that  the  new  generation  of  blinded  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  learn 
braille  better  than  we  did.  This  fact,  together  with  the  circumstance  that  general  education 
is  better  now  than  it  was  in  our  day,  has  led  to  a  position  in  which  a  very  much  larger 
percentage  of  the  present  St.  Dunstaners  read  braille  well.  If  you  add  them  to  the  braille 
readers  of  the  last  war  you  have  a  fairly  substantial  number  of  people,  and  it  now  seems 
worth  while  trying  to  see  if  a  braille  edition  of  the  St.  .  Dunstan's  Review  would  be 
sufficiently  popular  to  justify  its  publication. 

The  only  way  to  try  this  out  is  to  publish  it  in  braille  and  see  what  demand  there  is. 
So  from  January,  1945,  the  St.  Dunstan's  Review  will  appear  in  braille  as  well  as  in  ink 
print.  The  braille  edition  will  come  out  a  week  or  ten  days  after  the  ink  print  edition,  and 
it  will  be  sent,  in  the  first  instance,  free  of  charge  to  every  St.  Dunstaner  who  has  a 
magazine  or  a  braille  book  sent  to  him.  If  there  are  any  who  do  not  receive  it,  but  who 
would  like  to  have  it,  they  have  only  to  write  to  the  Editor  and  ask  for  it.  The  braille 
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edition  will  be  free,  as  is  the  ink  print  edition,  and  for  the  time  being  both  will  be  sent. 
Later  it  may  be  a  question  as  to  whether  we  shall  send  only  one  rather  than  both. 

The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  unable,  in  view  of  its  many  commitments, 
to  undertake  the  publication  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  Review  in  braille,  so  it  is  being  produced 
for  us  by  the  Press  of  the  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
full  co-operation  and  ready  help. 

I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  old  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  last  war,  and  from  new 
St.  Dunstaners  of  this  war,  what  they  think  of  the  braille  edition  and  whether  they  like  it. 
If,  of  course,  any  St.  Dunstaner  finds  he  does  not  need  the  braille  issue,  he  should  let  the 
Editor  know  at  once. 

Some  Staff  Changes 

In  Church  Stretton  Notes  tribute  is  paid  to  Mr.  Bankes-Williams,  who  came  to  us 
three  and  a  half  years  ago  to  direct  our  training  and  education.  Mr.  Bankes-Williams  was 
a  Science  Master  at  Harrow  School,  and  had  a  distinguished  scholastic  record.  He  served 
as  a  gunner  in  the  last  war.  Our  loss  at  Church  Stretton  is  the  gain  of  Wellington  School, 
Somerset,  where  he  is  going  to  be  Headmaster. 

Sister  Goodey,  our  London  Welfare  Visitor,  retires  after  25  years'  service,  for  reasons 
of  health.  We  cannot  have  an  After-Care  Reunion  at  which  to  pay  our  tribute  to  her,  so  I 
gladly  do  it  here,  on  behalf  of  many  hundreds  of  London  St.  Dunstaners,  to  whom  she 
has  been  a  welcome  visitor  and  a  real  friend.  St.  Dunstaners  and  St.  Dunstan's  owe  more 
to  our  Welfare  Visitors  than  I  can  say  for  their  devoted  work,  which  has  been  particularly 
arduous  during  the  war  years.  We  wish  Sister  Goodey  the  best  of  good  luck,  and  hope  she 
will  enjoy  her  retirement. 

Commander  A.  D.  D.  Smyth,  d.s.o.,  has  been  released  by  the  Admiralty  to  return 
to  St.  Dunstan's.  Commander  Smyth,  who  retired  from  the  Navy  some  years  before  the 
war,  came  to  us  as  Welfare  Superintendent  for  the  Northern  half  of  Britain  when,  it  will 
be  remembered,  Mr.  Ottaway  took  charge  of  the  Southern  half.  Commander  Smyth  will 
now  take  charge  of  Welfare  throughout  the  whole  country,  with  the  help  of  his  two 
assistants,  Miss  Wilson  for  the  North  and  Mrs.  Paul  for  the  South.  Although  well  in  middle 
age,  Commander  Smyth  went  back  to  active  war  service  in  1939  and  has  been  afloat  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  war.  I  believe  this  is  a  record  for  a  senior  officer. 

New  Talking  Book  Machine 

There  are  80,000  registered  blind  persons  in  the  United  Kingdom.  There  are  over 
2,000  St.  Dunstaners.  There  are  about  1,600  members  of  the  Talking  Book  Library  for  the 
Blind,  of  whom  554  are  St.  Dunstaners. 

Of  course,  the  civilian  blind  world  includes  a  number  of  very  old  people  and  a  number 
of  children,  and  a  number  in  homes,  who  would  not  be  expected  to  use  a  Talking  Book. 
But  even  so  the  number  of  those  who  enjoy  its  benefits  are  extremely  small,  in  comparison 
with  the  blind  population  as  a  whole.  Why  is  this  ?  Primarily  because  the  cost  of  the  Talking 
Book  is  very  great  indeed,  and  because  the  promoters  of  it  have  had  to  limit  its  use. 
We  have  sold  the  Talking  Book  machine  to  the  blind  and  have  not  given  it  to  them  free, 
except  in  cases  where  it  was  obviously  a  most  valuable  amenity  and  could  not  be  afforded. 
The  reason  why  we  have  sold  it  and  not  given  it  to  all  is  that,  if  it  were  a  free  gift,  dozens 
of  machines  would  undoubtedly  have  been  distributed  all  over  the  country,  only  a  limited 
percentage  of  which  would  have  been  put  to  real  use.  So  the  policy  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  and  of  St.  Dunstan's,  was  to  sell  the  Talking  Book  machine  either  at  cost 
price  or  at  slightly  less  than  cost  price,  and  to  give  the  service  of  the  provision  of  books  free. 

The  provision  of  books  is  in  itself  extremely  expensive,  and  anyone  who  likes  reading 
aloud  and  joins  the  Talking  Book  Library  receives  a  most  valuable  benefit. 

Developments  of  sound  recording  have  made  great  strides  during  the  past  fifteen 
years.  It  was  expected  that  at  any  moment  some  new  invention  would  put  the  old  methods 
out  of  date,  and  the  Committee,  which  is  primarily  a  committee  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  but  which  had  the  fullest  possible  co-operation  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  of  which 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  Chairman,  thought  it  wise  to  allow  the  Library  to  develop 
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slowly,  instead  of  committing  ourselves  to  a  system  of  recording  which  might  soon  prove 
out  of  date. 

Although  war  is  a  time  of  intensive  invention  and  development,  I  am  of  opinion,  after 
taking  the  best  technical  advice  that  I  can,  that  the  disc  method  of  recording  is  likely  to 
continue  for  a  very  long  time  and  that,  subject  to  minor  improvements,  our  present 
method  is  likely  to  be  standardised  for  a  considerable  time.  Up  to  the  outbreak  of  war  we 
had  developed  Talking  Book  machines  of  considerable  quality  and  value,  but  we  had  never 
ordered  them  in  large  quantities.  We  ordered  them  from  manufacturers  in  batches  of  fifty 
or  a  hundred,  or  sometimes  two  hundred,  and  they  did  not  vary  very  much. 

A  year  or  so  ago  it  occurred  to  me  and  my  advisers  that  the  time  had  come  when  we 
should  try  and  obtain  the  best  possible  Talking  Book  machine,  taking  advantage  of  all 
modern  developments,  and.  put  it  thoroughly  to  the  test  in  the  field  so  that,  if  it  proved 
a  success,  we  could  order  it  in  large  quantities  after  the  war  was  over.  After  much  experimental 
work  we  have  now  decided  upon  a  model,  of  which  we  have  ordered  one  hundred  units. 
They  are  beginning  to  come  into  production  at  this  moment,  and  a  few  will  be  available 
for  distribution  shortly.  I  had  one  of  them  in  my  house  over  the  Christmas  vacation  and 
gave  it  a  thorough  testing.  It  came  fully  up  to  my  expectations,  and  I  was  very  pleased  with  it. 

One  of  the  problems  of  the  Talking  Book  machine  is  the  electric  motor.  By  a  compromise 
we  managed  to  make  a  more  or  less  standard  pre-war  motor  operate  at  the  very  slow  speed 
required  for  English  records,  the  slightly  higher  speed  for  American  records,  and  also  the 
normal  speed  required  for  playing  ordinary  gramophone  records.  This  was  rather  a  strain 
upon  the  motor,  and  it  frequently  broke  down  and  gave  trouble.  After  very  careful 
consideration,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better  to  cut  out  the  high  speed,  so 
that  the  machine  does  not  play  ordinary  gramophone  records.  Some  will  think  that  this 
reduces  its  general  usefulness,  and  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  there  may  be  many  amongst 
the  younger  members  of  the  blind  man's  family  who  will  regret  the  decision.  But  we  thought 
that  the  Talking  Book  was  essentially  an  instrument  for  the  use  of  the  blind  person  himself 
or  herself,  and  not  an  instrument  for  the  general  use  of  the  family.  If,  therefore,  we  could 
produce  a  better  instrument,  which  only  plays  Talking  Book  records,  it  was  worth  while 
doing  so,  and  the  blind  person  may  even  be  glad  that  the  rest  of  the  family  will  not  be 
interested  in  his  machine,  so  that  it  will  remain  for  his  own  use,  without  being  subjected 
to  the  wear  and  tear  of  playing  ordinary  gramophone  records.  We  have  had  a  great  many 
damaged  machines  in  the  last  few  years,  and  in  many  cases  this  has  been  due  to  careless 
use  by  members  of  the  family  for  ordinary  gramophone  purposes,  and  not  for  Talking 
Book  purposes  at  all. 

The  new  motor  in  the  new  machine  only  runs  at  two  set  speeds,  namely,  the  correct 
speed  for  English  records,  24  revolutions  per  minute,  and  the  correct  speed  for  American 
records,  namely,  33  revolutions  per  minute.  It  can  only  run  at  exactly  the  right  speed,  and 
it  cannot  be  varied.  Some  may  have  liked  to  vary  the  speed  slightly  up  or  down  because  they 
wanted  faster  or  slower  reading,  and  they  may  be  disappointed  to  find  that  this  machine 
runs  only  at  a  set  speed.  Over  this  last  Christmas  week-end  I  have  listened  to  one  or  two 
Talking  Books,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fixed  speed  is  a  tremendous 
benefit ;  you  always  hear  the  reader's  natural  voice  exactly  as  he  recorded  it.  You  do  not 
have  to  fiddle  with  the  speed  control  in  order  to  get  the  correct  speed,  nor  do  you  have 
to  alter  it  from  time  to  time  on  account  of  changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  motor.  From 
the  very  moment  when  you  switch  on,  until  the  last  moment  when  you  switch  off,  it  always 
runs  at  the  correct  speed,  and  you  get  used  to  the  pitch  of  the  voice,  and  my  experience  is 
that  it  saves  you  a  lot  of  trouble  and  gives  you  increased  pleasure. 

The  new  machine  is  made  by  His  Master's  Voice.  It  is  a  sturdy  machine,  well  built, 
and  of  much  better  quality  than  anything  we  have  previously  produced.  It  cost  us  more 
than  twice  as  much  as  pre-war  machines,  but  we  have  subsidised  its  production  for  the 
first  hundred  models,  so  that  the  cost  of  the  experiment  falls  largely  upon  special  funds, 
instead  of  upon  the  individuals  who  have  to  buy  the  machines. 

Further  particulars  and  prices  for  St.  Dunstaners  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary, 

Talking  Book  Department,  St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters,  9-11  Park  Crescent,  London,  W.l. 

We  do  not  know,  until  these  hundred  machines  have  been  out  in  the  field  for  some 

months,  whether  they  will  prove  to  be  the  very  best  that  can  be  produced,  but  I  think  they 
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will,  and  therefore  it  appears  that  it  is  a  very  good  bargain  indeed  to  obtain  one  of  these 
hundred  before  they  have  all  gone.  Apart  from  this  note  in  the  Review,  we  shall  write  to 
all  those  who  are  on  the  waiting  list,  asking  if  they  want  a  machine,  and  if  they  do  not  want 
to  take  them  all  up  some  will  be  available  for  owners  of  old  machines,  who  may  like  to 
order  the  new  type  and  trade  in  their  old  machine  in  part  payment.  We  will  give  a  fair  price 
for  old  machines  in  order  to  be  able  to  issue  them  to  others. 

There  are  many  novel  features  about  this  new  machine.  For  example,  the  needles  that 
are  used  are  not  the  old  needles  to  which  you  have  been  accustomed,  but  small  needles, 
about  half  the  size,  and  they  do  not  have  to  be  screwed  into  the  holder,  but  fit  in  magnetically. 
Nor  does  the  needle  have  to  be  changed  for  every  side  of  the  record.  Each  needle  will  play 
many  records,  but  full  instructions  will  be  sent  with  each  machine.  Nor  do  you  have  to 
adjust  the  speed,  as  I  have  already  mentioned ;  it  always  runs  at  exactly  the  right  speed. 
Nor  does  the  motor  ever  get  hot.  It  is  a  most  efficient  piece  of  apparatus.  , 

I  thoroughly  recommend  this  machine,  and  hope  that  many  new  members  of  the 
Talking  Book  Library  will  get  great  pleasure  from  it.  IAN  FRASER. 


Raglan    Street    Stores    Destroyed 
by  Fire 

St.  Dunstan's  Stores,  at  Raglan  Street, 
Kentish  Town,  were  gutted  by  fire  which 
broke  out  at  2  a.m.  on  Boxing  Day.  The 
fire  was  not  the  result  of  enemy  action,  but 
was  possibly  due  to  an  electrical  defect. 

It  is  ironical  to  look  back  over  the  years 
and  observe  the  precautions  which  have 
been  taken  to  avoid  this  very  danger,  and 
how  we  emerged,  unscathed,  from  the  1940 
"  blitz,"  and  later  enemy  air  activities. 

"  Raglan  Street  "  has  been  regarded  as  a 
good  friend  to  nearly  1,000  of  our  craftsmen 
since  the  Works  and  Sales  Department  were 
transferred  there  from  Regent's  Park, 
together  with  the  cocoa-fibre  mat  depart- 
ments from  Upper  Charlton  Street  (now 
renamed  Hanson  Street)  in  1928. 

Fortunately  it  is  not  "  total  destruction." 
A  very  small  section  at  the  front  and  back 
of  the  building  escaped  the  full  force  of  the 
flames,  and  as  a  consequence  some  records 
in  the  Basket  Office  may  be  saved.  At  the 
back  of  the  building,  too,  the  mat  shearing 
machines  are,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  still  in 
good  order.  These  are  now  being  installed 
in  the  Crown  Place  premises,  which  are 
adjacent  to  Raglan  Street,  and  were 
fortunately  unaffected  by  the  fire.  In  these 
premises  we  propose  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Mat  and  Basket  Departments  as 
complete  units.  Raw  materials  will  be 
dispatched  from  there  and  finished  goods 
received.  The  main  centre,  for  the  time 
being,  however,  will  be  part  of  our  premises 
at  68  Hanson  Street,  with  the  office  staff  of 
some  Departments  at  Headquarters  in  Park 
Crescent.  All  craftsmen  will  be  notified  as 
to  where  and  when  their  finished  goods 


should  be  sent,  and  the  correct  address  for 
correspondence. 

Our  men  will  realise  that  the  service  from 
the  Stores  has  been  maintained  for  over 
five  years  of  war,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
raw  materials  have  had  to  be  restricted  on 
account  of  growing  shortages.  Raglan 
Street  housed  a  considerable  amount  of  raw 
material,  and  this,  of  course,  has  been 
destroyed.  But  it  is  not  a  total  disaster.  We 
had  prepared  for  emergencies  such  as  this, 
and  considerable  stocks  have  been  dispersed 
in  other  buildings  in  and  out  of  London, 
and,  of  course,  we  are  covered  by  insurance. 

Whilst  we  intend  to  send  materials  out 
for  February  work  at  the  usual  time,  there 
may  be  a  little  delay  in  a  few  types  of 
materials,  and  if  this  should  happen  we  are 
sure  that  the  delay  will  be  met  with  patience 
and  understanding.  It  will  be  realised,  too, 
that  our  staff,  already  reduced,  will  be 
called  upon  to  work  under  difficult  'con- 
ditions for  some  time  to  come,  but  their 
determination  is  unanimous  that  "  the  work 
shall  go  on." 

The  co-operatiOn  of  our  craftsmen  will 
be  gratefully  appreciated,  and  if  the  informa- 
tion asked  for  in  all  letters  is  given  fully  and 
speedily,  it  will  assist  in  a  quick  return  to 
reasonably  efficient  and  workable  conditions. 
All  will  regret  the  fire,  but  it  has  strength- 
ened our  determination  to  ensure  for  St. 
Dunstan's  craftsmen  a  happy  year  of 
continued  work  in  1945. 

London  Bus  Passes 

Will  St  Dunstaners  please  note  that  all 
London  Transport  Board  bus  passes  are 
valid  until  the  end  of  1945,  and  need  not, 
therefore,  be  returned  for  renewal,  although 
they  are  marked  "  valid  to  end  of  1944." 
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St.    Dunstaners    and    the    Home 
Guard 

D.  J.  M.  Stephens,  of  Carmarthen,  a 
Canadian  officer  who  came  to  St.  Dunstan's 
following  his  blinding  at  Festubert,  in 
September,  1915,  is  one  of  the  many  Home 
Guards  who  were  "  stood  down "  on 
December  3rd  with  real  regret. 

This  St.  Dunstaner  took  the  Chair  at  the 
first  local  meeting  for  the  then  L.D.V,  and 
was  responsible  for  organising  guards  for 
reservoirs,  etc.  When,  as  he  said,  "  things 
were  more  or  less  ship- shape,"  he  turned 
over  a  narrow  valley  at  the  back  of  the  house 
as  a  shooting  range,  which  was  recognised 
and  subsequently  used  by  the  War  Office, 
whose  inspector  said  it  was  the  best  range 
he  had  seen.  With  the  "  standing  down  " 
of  the  Home  Guard,  he  has  now  turned  the 
range  over  to  the  Cadets  for  summer  camps. 

His  own  rank  in  the  Home  Guard  was 
Private,  and  he  has  now  received  the  King's 
Certificate  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

Our  thanks  and  congratulations  are 
extended  to  our  St.  Dunstaner  for  the  fine 
work  he  has  done,  and  to  all  St.  Dunstaner 
Home  Guards  who  have  continued  to 
serve  their  country  in  this  way.  We  should 
be  interested  to  hear  of  other  men  who 
have  served  and  have  now  received  the 
King's  Certificate. 

•        •        • 

We  have  heard  with  regret  from  G.  Rhees, 
of  Brighton,  of  the  death  of  Jimmy  Hunter, 
of  the  Brighton  Follies,  at  the  early  age  of 
53.  He  was  a  good  friend  of  St.  Dunstaners 
and  many  will  recall  his  kindness  to  them 
on  the  Palace  Pier. 

News  in  Brief 

Duncan  Maclean,  of  Brimpton,  read  the 
Scripture  passage  from  a  braille  Bible  at  the 
mass  meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  which  was  held  at  the  Central 
Hall,  Westminster,  on  December  9th. 

J.  G.  Rose,  of  North  Berwick,  a  one- 
armed  St.  Dunstaner,  has  made  a  small 
shopping  pram,  with  a  base  broader  than 
the  picnic  basket,  and  wooden  wheels,  for 
Lady  Montgomery, 

F.  (Jock)  Reid,  new  war  St.  Dunstaner, 
who  lost  a  leg  at  Dunkirk,  has  arrived  in 
South  Africa,  where  he  has  taken  over  a 
massage  appointment  in  Durban. 

A  new  war  man,  Stanley  Heys,  of 
Manchester,  is  a  keen  stamp  collector,  and 
he  would  be  glad  to  know  if  there  are  other 


St.  Dunstaners  interested  in  this  hobby. 
Stanley,  who  has  also  lost  an  arm,  is  now 
a  lift  attendant  at  a  bank. 

Melplash  News 

Christmas  Day  at  Melplash  was  a  happy 
day.  Each  man  received  in  the  morning 
a  stocking  containing  an  orange,  apple, 
cigarettes,  matches  and  socks. 

At  noon,  Matron,  Staff  and  Boys  sat  down 
to  a  splendid  lunch,  after  which  telegrams 
were  read  from  our  many  friends,  both 
here  and  overseas. 

Tea  was  served  in  the  Lounge,  with  a 
beautiful  iced  cake  and  various  others,  all 
home-made,  from  which  to  choose.  Most  of 
our  Good  Companions  were  able  to  join 
the  boys  for  tea.. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hounsell 
very  kindly  invited  all  who  were  able  to  go 
to  supper  and  a  drink  at  "  The  Half  Moon." 
Seventeen  were  able  to  go  and  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

Matron,  Staff  and  Boys  wish  you  all  a 
happy  and  victorious  New  Year. 

Sister  Goodey  Retires 

Men  of  the  London  Area  and  the  Home 
Counties  will  hear,  with  the  greatest  regret, 
that  Sister  Goodey  is  retiring  from  the 
service  of  St.  Dunstan's  for  reasons  of 
health.  She  has  worked  untiringly  for  us 
over  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  first  as 
Dispensary  Sister  and  then,  for  the  next 
twenty  years,  as  After-Care  Visitor  for  part 
of  the  London  Area  and  Home  Counties. 

Miss  Cecil  Wood  has  been  appointed  in 
Sister  Goodey's  place,  and  has  already  taken 
up  her  duties  with  us.  Miss  Wood  has  a 
very  good  knowledge  of  braille,  wool-rug 
making,  and  netting,  and  our  work  will 
not  come  strange  to  her,  for  she  was  for 
some  time  at  the  Hostel  at  Reading  where 
our  aircraft  workers  live. 

We  welcome  Miss  Wood  to  our  staff. 

Wounded 

We  have  heard  with  regret  from  Mrs. 
McCluskey,  of  Crewe,  widow  of  our  late 
St.  Dunstaner,  that  their  youngest  son 
Anthony,  serving  with  H.M.  Commandos 
in  Italy,  has  been  seriously  wounded  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  explosion  of  a  mine  or  booby  trap. 
*         •  • 

Alan,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heushaw, 
Alresford,  has  gained  the  Higher  National 
Certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  and  is  now  "  G.I.Mech.E." 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

The  "  breaking  up  "  for  the  Christmas 
vacation  is,  by  custom,  associated  with  a 
round  of  entertainment  and  festivity,  and  the 
close  of  the  last  term  at  Church  Stretton 
will  not  readily  be  forgotten. 

The  festivities  may  be  said  to  have  begun 
a  week  before  the  dispersal  of  the  trainees 
to  their  homes  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
December  19th  and  20th. 

On  Wednesday,  December  13th,  there 
was  a  party  at  the  Central  Hall ;  on  Thurs- 
day a  full  dress  programme  of  music  and 
fun  (the  audience  being  composed  of 
parties  of  officers  and  men  of  military  and 
auxiliary  units  who  have  been  hosts  of  our 
trainees ;  on  Friday  there  was  a  repeat 
performance  of  the  Concert,  the  audience 
on  this  occasion  being  the  trainees  them- 
selves, the  staff,  and  personal  friends  ;  on 
Saturday  there  was  a  party  at  Belmont,  the 
Girls'  Hostel ;  on  Sunday,  a  The  Dansant  at 
the  Central  Hall,  and  on  Monday  evening, 
House  dinners,  followed  by  a  Dance  at  the 
Central  Hall.  We  had  the  pleasure  at  most  of 
the  events  of  the  presence  of  Sir  Ian  and 
Lady  Fraser  ;  at  all  of  them  Air  Commodore 
Dacre,  Matron  Pain,  and  members  of  the 
staff  joined  in  the  revelry  wholeheartedly. 

The  piece  de  resistance  was  the  concert  at 
the  Central  Hall  on  Friday  evening.  The 
programme  was  an  excellent  one,  varied  and 
entertaining  in  character.  Not  the  least 
successful  of  the  items  was  The  Bar  Dot 
One  Ranch,  given  by  St.  Dunstan's  Hill- 
Billies,  with  Ernie  Cookson  as  the  Sheriff. 
The  fun  reached  its  height  when  the  Sheriff 
induced  Padre  Nugee,  the  Commandant, 
and  Mr.  Bankes- Williams  to  join  the  party 
on  the  stage.  These  "  supers  "  proved 
themselves  no  amateurs  in  song  and  dance, 
and  their  unrehearsed  appearance  was  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  evening.  School- 
master Hay  (Cecil,  not  Will)  proved  a 
veritable  humorist  with  his  poetical  essays 
introducing  well-known  personalities.  The 
Commandant,  for  instance  : — 
"The  Commandant  is  an  active  man, 

His  versatile  agility 

Comes  second  only  to  his  great 

Executive  ability.' ' 

The  high  regard  felt  for  "B-W"  was 
plainly    demonstrated   when    Schoolmaster 
"  Hay,"  in  his  final  lines,  said  : 
"And  there  the  interview  doth  end, 

So  I  shall  no  more  trouble  you, 


Except  to  wish  the  best  of  luck 

To  the  D.O.E.— 'B-W.'" 

This  was  a  reference  to  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Bankes-Williams,  whose  appointment 
as  Headmaster  of  Wellington  School, 
Somerset,  will  leave  a  very  big  gap  in  the 
life  of  the  Training  Centre,  after  three  and 
a  half  years'  service. 

Twenty-four  numbers  comprised  the 
Concert,  all  of  which  represented  the 
greatest  skill  and  talent.  There  were  individ- 
ual efforts  by  David  Bell,  Sydney  Kitson, 
Gwen  Obern,  Freddie  Higgs,  and  Beryl 
Sleigh  ;  "  The  Ladies  of  Belmont  "  "  were 
really  exclusive !  "  Violet  Formstone  led  her 
admirable  team  of  accordion  players ; 
Freddie  Higgs  and  Stan  Southall,  Freddie 
Freeland  and  Nick  Carter,  and  John  Mudge, 
with  Freddie  Freeland  gave  double  turns 
and  sketches,  which  the  audience  received 
delightedly.  Tommie  Rogers,  the  veteran, 
and  Wally  Such  of  this  war,  were  splendid 
in  their  Indian  Club  Display.  A  Medley  by 
our  own  Dance  Band ;  extracts  from  "  Lilac 
Time,"  given  by  Beryl  Sleigh,  Gwen 
Obern,  Anne  Hooper,  Jimmy  White, 
Albert  Vout,  and  the  St.  Dunstan's  Chorus ; 
and  a  Scots'  Scena,  with  Jock  Steel  as  the 
Laird,  David  Bell  as  the  Bairn,  and  Beryl 
Sleigh,  Bridget  Downer,  and  Zillah  Jones 
the  Ladies — are  numbers  which  will  be 
recalled  with  pleasure  and  appreciation. 

At  Belmont,  on  Saturday,  the  girls  were 
joined  by  Lady  Fraser,  and  among  the 
guests  were  three  Belmont  girls  who  had 
left  during  the  year,  but  were  delighted  to 
be  able  to  join  their  colleagues  at  this 
Christmas  time. 

There  were  dinners  at  Longmynd,  Battle- 
field, Tiger  Hall,  and  Denehurst  on  Monday 
.  evening,  December  18th.  At  the  Longmynd, 
the  Commandant,  Air  Commodore  G.  B. 
Dacre,  proposed  the  toast,  "Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bankes-Williams."  "  Mr.  Bankes- Williams," 
he  said,  "  is  leaving,  to  the  regret  of  all  at 
St.  Dunstan's.  I  personally  regret  his  going, 
because  we  have  worked  together  in  one 
object — the  welfare  of  St.  Dunstan's.  Mr. 
Bankes-Williams  has  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  system  of  training  here,  and  the  trainees 
who  have  passed  through  St.  Dunstan's 
feel  they  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude." 
When  the  cheers  had  died  down,  Mr. 
Bankes-Williams  replied :  He  had  been 
very  happy  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  he 
hoped,  when  they  were  at  their  typewriters, 
they  would  give  him  a  thought  and  a  letter 
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sometimes.  His  experience  at  St.  Dunstan's 
had  taught  him  that  men  may  hold  different 
views  on  matters  concerning  themselves, 
but  that  it  was  possible  to  live  together  and 
agree  to  differ,  without  in  any  way  destroy- 
ing their  friendship. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  then  proposed  the  toast, 
"  St.  Dunstan's  all  over  the  World/'.  This 
was  our  fifth  Christmas  at  Church  Stretton, 
and  he  briefly  sketched  the  growth  of  our 
organisation.  At  the  end  of  last  year  the 
number  of  men  and  women,  as  a  result  of 
this  war  on  our  roll  was  394.  This  year  the 
total  was  656,  to  which  must  be  added  that 
great  family  of  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  last 
war,  whose  original  number  was  3,000,  of 
whom  about  1,750  still  survived.  At  the  end 
of  1943,  48  trainees  had  left  to  take  up  jobs  ; 
the  number  this  year  was  125.  This  was  a 
very  substantial  increase.  He  could  not 
himself  imagine  a  more  complicated  or 
difficult  school  than  St.  Dunstan's  to 
conduct,  where  the  trainees  and  students 
were  of  almost  every  age,  ranging  from 
young  men  of  18  to  the  veteran  ex-Mayor 
of  Dover,  who  was  75.  They  were  of  many 
races  and  nationalities — as  varied  a  group 
of  people  as  could  possibly  be  imagined. 

Sir  Ian  mentioned  that  St.  Dunstan's  had 
been  invited  to  supply  a  trained  V.A.D., 
who  could  teach  braille,  for  work  among 
the  blinded  men  in  Italian  hospitals  who 
could  not  return  home  immediately  on 
account  of  their  injuries. 

Referring  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Bankes- 
Williams  from  St.  Dunstan's,  Sir  Ian  said 
that  his  valuable  help  in  guiding,  directing, 
and  helping  the  trainees  would  leave  a 
lasting  impression  on  many  St.  Dunstaners. 
They  all  wished  him — and  Mrs.  Bankes- 
Williams — every  happiness  and  success  in 
his  new  appointment. 

The  Chairman,  Lady  Fraser,  the  Com- 
mandant, and  Matron  Pain,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bankes-Williams,  then  left  for  Dene- 
hurst,  where  similar  toasts  were  proposed, 
Sir  Ian  adding  his  special  congratulations 
to  the  men,  and  Matron  and  her  staff,  for 
having  started  Denehurst  so  successfully 
that  term.  Then  they  joined  the  combined 
parties  at  the  Dance  at  the  Central  Hall, 
where  an  enjoyable  round  of  events  was 
brought  to  an  end  with  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Founders'  Day  Memories  were  included 
in  the  morning  service  on  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 24th,  when  "  Let  us  now  praise  famous 
men  "  was  read. 


And  now  here  we  are  back  in  our  places 
after  scattering  to  greet  our  friends  during 
swiftly-sped  leave. 

We  bid  a  last  farewell  to  Miss  Hodge,  as 
such,  but  heartily  welcomed  her  back  as 
Mrs.  Hart ;  both  she  and  Tom  are  warmly 
to  be  congratulated.  Wedding  bells  have 
also  rung  for  Miss  Elwell  (V.A.D.)  and 
Duggie  Parmenter;  for  Les.  Cadman  and 
Mrs.  Hughes,  of  Shrewsbury;  and  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bill  Phillips.  All  of  us  will  wish 
each  couple  every  happiness. 

In  our  own  Hall  the  High  Ercall  Band 
with  Cabaret,  the  Pioneer  Band,  and  the 
North  Staffordshire  Military  Band  and 
concert  party  have  been  welcomed.  Also 
Teddy  Foster's  Band,  with  "  Gert  and 
Daisy,"  and  a  lunch-time  concert,  with 
Flanagan  and  Allen  and  Gwen  Catley. 

The  following  trainees  have  left  us : 
Harry  Gardner,  to  go  to  his  home  at 
Wallasey,  Cheshire,  where  he  will  make  wool 
rugs  ;  F.  Wareham,  to  live  with  his  sister  at 
Wimborne,  Dorset,  and  make  baskets ; 
Freddie  Higgs  goes  to  his  home  at  South- 
fields,  Wimbledon,  awaiting  settlement  as 
a  lift  operator  in  the  middle  of  March  ;  Tom 
Barton,  of  Scaldy,  Scarborough,  is  going 
with  his  wife  to  the  Bellmeads  Kennels, 
Ltd.,  Haslemere,  Surrey,  to  take  up  training 
in  dog  breeding  ;  E.  Palmer  as  assembler 
near  his  home,  with  Messrs.  Humphries, 
Parkstone,  Dorset ;  T.  Bice  will  go  to  a 
Government  Training  Centre  ;  Bob  Shaw 
returns  to  his  previous  occupation  as 
foreman  fish  packer  at  Fleetwood,  Lanes.  ; 
Les.  Copeland  to  Avimo,  Ltd.,  Taunton,  as 
telephonist ;  and  Marion  Elias  returns  to 
her  home  in  Aberdare  to  make  baskets. 

Best  wishes  for  the  happiest  New  Year 
possible  to  all  St.  Dunstaners  from  those 
at  Church  Stretton — carrying  on  the  Peace 
and  Goodwill  of  Christmas. 

St.  Dunstan's  Comforts  Fund 

Owing  to  the  great  success  of  the 
Christmas  Draw  for  the  Comforts  Fund,  a 
large  sum  of  money  (£106)  has  been 
collected,  and  we  are  hoping  to  send  a 
specially  large  number  of  gifts  to  the 
serving  sons  of  St.  Dunstaners.  Will  all 
parents,  therefore,  who  have  not  recently 
sent  in  to  Matron  Pain,  Church  Stretton,  the 
latest  addresses  of  their  sons,  please  do  so 
without  delay,  so  that  all  may  benefit  by  this 
welcome  addition  to  the  Fund. 
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Private  William  John  Boardman,  4th  King's  Eiverpools 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  W.  J.  Boardman,  of  Liverpool. 

He  served  with  his  regiment  from  March,  1915,  until  March,  1917,  and  came  to  us  in  the  following 
November.  From  the  outset  he  was  a  very  sick  man,  and  was  only  able  to  attempt  light  occupational  work. 

Following  the  Liverpool  air  raids,  his  ill-health  increased  and  he  stayed  at  Melplash  for  a  considerable 
time,  but  about  twelve  months  ago  he  returned  home,  and  he  passed  away  there  on  November  12th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  flowers.  Our  sincere  sympathy  is 
extended  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Private  William  E.   Edmond,    1st  Royal  Scots 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  E.  Edmond,  of  Dunbar,  who  served  with  the 
Royal  Scots  Regiment  from  April,  1908,  as  a  regular  soldier,  and  was  wounded  in  France  in  February,  1915. 
He  came  to  us  in  the  following  November,  and  trained  as  a  mat-maker  and  boot-repairer,  but  for  a  number 
of  years  before  his  death  he  had  only  been  able  to  take  an  interest  in  a  little  poultry.  His  health  was  not  good, 
but  his  death  took  place  very  unexpectedly  at  his  sister's  home,  where  he  had  been  living  for  a  long  time. 
The  cause  was  pneumonia. 

Among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's.  We 
offer  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  sister  and  brother-in-law — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie — who  had  given  him 
such  care. 


Births 

Allen. — To  the  wife  of  George  Allen,  of  Hull  (new 

war),  on  December  24th,  a  son,  John  Robert. 
Brougham. — To   the   wife   of  T.    Brougham,    of 

Liverpool    (new    war),    on    December    31st,    a 

daughter. 
Rayton. — To    the    wife    of   William    Rayton,    of 

Middleton,  Leeds  (new  war),  on  December  28th, 

a  daughter. 

Deaths 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  this  month  to  the 

following  : — 

Albertella. — To  M.  H.  Albertella,  of  Old  Couls- 
don,  who  has  received  news  from  his  brother,  who 
has  lived  in  France  for  many  years,  that  his  mother 
and  a  brother  were  killed  in  the  German  bombard- 
ment in  1940.  There  is  still  no  news  of  either  of  his 
sisters.    - 

Butler. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler,  of  Waterford, 
whose  daughter,  Margaret,  died  on  Christmas  Eve. 

Day. — To  H.  Day,  of  Luton,  whose  wife  passed 
away  on  December  27th. 

Seymour. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Seymour,  of 
Salterforth,  whose  daughter  died  on  December 
11th,  as  the  result  of  an  illness  contracted  while 
serving  with  the  Women's  Forces. 

On  Active  Service 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to 
A.  Waite,  of  Chelsea,  whose  son,  Wilfred, 
a  Flight  Sergeant  in  the  Royal  Air  Force, 
has  been  killed  on  active  service. 

Missing,    Now    a   Prisoner 

Geoffrey  Stanners,  Airborne  Division, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Stanners,  of 
High  Wycombe,  who  was  reported  missing 
at  Arnhem,  is  now  known  to  be  a  prisoner 
of  war. 


Church  Stretton  Marriages 

W.  Phillips,  on  November  25th,  to 
Miss  Anne  Wood. 

L.  Cadman,  on  December  6th,  to  Mrs. 
Hughes. 

D.  Faulkner,  on  December  16th,  to  Miss 
C.  R.  Gardner. 

T.  Hart,  on  December  22nd,  to  Miss 
E.  M.  Hodge. 

C.  D.  Parker,  on  December  27th,  to  Miss 
Vera  Smith. 

D.  Parmenter,  on  January  20th,  to  Miss 
Elwell. 

St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  St. 
Dunstan's  Bridge  Club  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  February  24th,  at  9-11  Park 
Crescent,  at- 2  o'clock,  when  the  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Sir  Ian  Fraser. 

All  St.  Dunstan's  bridge  players,  whether 
good,  indifferent,  or  just  "  triers " — in 
fact,  anyone  who  is  interested  in  bridge — 
will  be  heartily  welcomed. 

The  Club  also  has  post-war  problems  to 
discuss ! 

Dominoes  Wanted 

There  is  a  great  shortage  of  domino  sets, 
and  it  is  thought  that  there  may  be  one  or 
two  old  St.  Dunstaners  who  have  sets  and 
never  use  them.  If  this  is  so,  we  would  be 
very  grateful  if  they  could  be  sent  to  Head- 
quarters. We  do  not,  however,  wish  men 
who  still  use  them,  if  only  occasionally, 
to  give  up  their  sets.  The  need  is  not  great 
enough  for  that,  but  unused  sets  would  be 
most  welcome. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

£500  for  Braille 

AN  anonymous  donor  has  given  me  £500  for  the  encouragement  of  braille  reading 
amongst  St.  Dunstaners.  I  have  given  very  careful  thought  to  the  use  of  this  gift, 
and  am  going  to  set  out  a  proposal  in  these  notes  for  discussion  and  criticism. 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  if  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  new  war,  and  of  the  old,  would  let  me  have 
their  views,  as  the  details  of  the  scheme  can  be  modified  as  the  result  of  discussion. 

My  suggestion  is  as  follows  : — 

Each  year  for  the  next  five  years  we  shall  hold  a  championship  competition,  to  find 
the  champion  braille  reader.  The  championship  will  be  held  at  a  convenient  place,  and 
will  be  open  to  all  St.  Dunstaners,  all  expenses  of  the  competitors  being  paid.  There  will 
be  two  classes  :  (a)  New  braille  readers,  that  is  to  say,  people  who  entered  St.  Dunstan's 
not  more  than  four  years  before  the  date  of  the  championship  ;  (b)  Open  Championship. 
The  prizes  in  each  class  will  be  :  First  prize,  £12  ;  Second  prize,  £7  ;  Third  prize,  £5  ;  Fourth 
prize,  £3.  No  winner  of  a  prize  will  be  able  to  win  the  same  prize  in  the  succeeding  year, 
but  he  will  be  able  to  win  a  superior  prize.  Thus  a  person  who  won  the  fourth  prize  this 
year  might  win  the  second  prize  next  year,  and  the  first  prize  the  year  after,  but  anyone  who 
wins  the  championship  in  one  year  will  not  be  able  to  win  the  same  championship  the  next 
year.  The  winner  of  the  beginners'  championship  one  year,  however,  might  go  in  for  the 
open  championship  in  a  subsequent  year.-  A  framed  certificate  will  be  presented  with  each  prize. 

The  prizes  mentioned,  and  the  expenses  of  the  certificates  and  running  the  championship, 
will  absorb  the  £500,  and  I  express  on  behalf  of  St.  Dunstan's  our  deep  gratitude  to  the 
donor. 

Extension  of  Prize  for  Advanced  Test 

At  Church  Stretton  we  have  introduced  an  Advanced  Braille  Test.  Roughly  speaking, 
it  consists  in  reading  two  pages  of  interpoint  braille,  such  as'the  "  World  Digest,"  in  twenty 
minutes.  I  suggest  that  every  St.  Dunstaner,  old  or  new,  should  be  eligible  to  go  in  for  this 
test,  and  a  prize  of  £3  and  a  certificate  will  be  given  to  everyone  who  passes  it.  Arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  test  to  be  passed  at  London  Headquarters,  Blackpool,  Melplash,  or 
Church  Stretton,  and  for  those  who  cannot  attend  at  these  places  a  local  test  will  be  arranged 
by  a  suitable  person,  who  will  be  instructed  how  to  conduct  the  test  and  will  have  to  sign 
a  certificate.  A  certain  number  of  men  of  this  war  have  already  passed  the  Advanced  Test 
at  Church  Stretton,  and  have  received  a  prize  of  £1.  They  will  receive  an  additional  £2  to 
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bring  their  prize  money  up  to  the  new  level.  The  point  of  this  Advanced  Reading  Test  is 
to  secure  speed  and  understanding,  and  a  sufficient  degree  of  accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes. 

When  the  final  details  of  the  scheme  are  arranged,  a  leaflet  will  be  issued  and  will  be 
sent  to  all  who  are  interested. 

I  hope  many  St.  Dunstaners  will  write  in  and  say  what  they  think  about  the  championship 
and  the  Advanced  Test  proposal,  and  if  there  is  a  consensus  of  opinion  about  any 
modification  which  would  be  to  the  general  interest,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  consider  amending 
it  before  it  is  finally  published. 

The  object  of  the  anonymous  donor,  and  of  the  Advanced  Test  proposals,  is  to 
encourage  braille  reading,  because  he  believes  that,  once  a  sufficient  speed  is  obtained,  the 
blind  man  or  woman  has  gained  one  of  the  most  priceless  gifts,  namely,  that  of  independent 
fluent  reading. 

I  am  sure  that  there  must  be  many  scores  of  old  St.  Dunstaners  who  will  be  able  to 
brush  up  their  braille  during  the  next  few  months  and  go  in  for  this  test  as  soon  as  the  final 
details  are  settled,  and  I  think  there  are  also  a  large  number  up  at  Church  Stretton  who  will 
be  able  to  do  the  same.  IAN  FRASER. 


Personal 

Mr.  W.  McG.  Eager,  Secretary-General 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  was 
awarded  the  C.B.E.  in  the  New  Year 
Honours  List. 

Major  Sir  Neville  Pearson,  Bt.,  and  Lady 
Pearson,  visited  Church  Stretton  during  the 
month  and  inspected  the  Training  School 
and  all  the  various  houses.  Lady  Pearson 
renewed  acquaintance  with  a  number  of 
St.  Dunstaners  whom  she  had  met  at  the 
Hospital  at  Stoke  Mandeville,  where  she  is 
a  regular  visitor. 

At  a  recent  investiture  at  Buckingham 
Palace  the  King  invested  Lord  Normanby 
with  the  M.B.E.  in  recognition  of  his  work 
among  blinded  men  in  German  prison 
camps.  Lord  Normanby  is  now  a  member  of 
St.  Dunstan's  Executive  Council. 

South  African   St.  Dunstaner 
Honoured 

From  newspapers  which  have  now 
reached  us,  we  learn  that  when  Sapper 
Wessell  Marais,  the  first  South  African  St. 
Dunstaner  to  win  the  Military  Medal  in 
this  war,  attended  at  Government  House, 
Pretoria,  to  receive  his  medal,  he  was  given 
priority  before  generals  and  other  senior 
officers.  His  Excellency  the  Officer  Admin- 
istering the  Government  said  : 

"  I  ask  you  all  to  stand  as  a  mark  of 
homage,  admiration,  and  sympathy  for  a 
man  who  has  sacrificed  both  eyes  in  the 
service  of  his  country."  Sapper  Marais 
was  escorted  back  to  his  seat  by  Lieut.- 
General  A.  J.  Brink,  who  had  sat  beside 
him  to  receive  his  own  decoration. 


Other  News 

E.  Russell,  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  of 
Leeds,  represented  his  branch  of  the  British 
Legion  at  the  Northern  Area  Conference 
at  York,  on  February  19th. 

•  *        • 

Mrs.  Story,  wife  of  our  St.  Dunstaner, 
E.  Story,  of  Ashford,  has  been  awarded  a 
Certificate  of  Merit  for  her  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  invasion  preparations.  She 
was  the  only  woman  from  over  two  hundred 
at  the  Ordnance  Stores  to  get  the  award. 

•  •         * 

W.  J.  Markwick,  of  North  Moulsecombe, 
has  been  presented  by  the  Moulsecombe  and 
Falmer  Branch  of  the  British  Legion  with 
a  Certificate  of  Life  Membership  for 
services  rendered.  He  is  one  of  its  founder 
members,  has  served  fourteen  years'  con- 
tinous  service  on  the  Benevolent  Com- 
mittee, ten  years  on  the  Branch  Committee 
and  is  still  serving. 

•  *        • 

The  birth  of  a. son  is  announced  to  the 
wife  of  Wing  Commander  D.  V.  G. 
Mawhood,  who  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  early 
in  the  war,  but  later  recovered  the  sight 
of  one  eye.  He  is  the  son  of  Mary  Clare,  the 
actress. 

•  •        • 

A  big  feature  of  the  Brighton  Argus  and 
its  associated  newspapers  lately  has  been 
Sports  Reminicences.  Their  subject  on 
successive  weeks  recently  was  "  St.  Dun- 
stan's Sports  and  Sportsmen,"  when  many 
of  our  great  sporting  events  were  recalled 
in  an  interview  with  G.  Fallowfield,  and 
were  followed  by  a  first-rate  article  on  how 
St.  Dunstaners  take  part  in  all  sports. 
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From  Mr.  Ottaway 

Dear  St.  Dunstaners, 

Your  farewell  messages  and  gifts  have 
given  my  wife  and  me  much  pleasure. 
Please  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for  them 
and  for  the  numerous  kindnesses  you  have 
generously  shown  to  me  over  the  years, 
in  the  workshops,  during  interviews,  and 
at  reunion  meetings. 

I  remember,  too,  the  cordial  welcomes 
which  you,  your  wives  and  children  have 
given  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
your  homes.  Many  memories  of  you  all 
will  brighten  my  retirement. 

In  general,  I  shall  have  in  mind  your 
varied,  capable,  and  happy  lives,  in  spite 
of  handicaps,  and  the  courage  you  have 
consequently  inspired  in  other  people.  This 
latter  thought  makes  me  sure  that  you  will 
approve  of  the  way  I  have  decided  to  use 
the  sum  of  money  you  have  contributed 
as  a  farewell  gift  to  me. 

Each  of  you  will  remember  the  joy  and 
confidence  which  came  to  you  when  you 
received  your  braille  watch.  There  are 
many  deaf-blind  people  who  have  no  watch. 

I  am  therefore  asking  our  mutual  friend, 
Mr.  W.  G.  Askew,  to  purchase  for  me  a 
fountain  pen  as  a  personal  memento  of  you 
all,  and  to  send  the  balance  of  the  money  to 
the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers'  League, 
for  the  purchase  of  watches  to  be  issued  at 
their  discretion. 

May  I  express  the  hope  that  you  will, 
perhaps  each  year,  make  further  gifts  for 
the  same  purpose.  It  would  be  splendid  if, 
ultimately,  all  deaf-blind  persons  could 
have  watches  by  the  aid  of  the  generosity 
and  sympathetic  efforts  of  the  men  and 
women  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  in 
1945  and  the  years  to  come. 

I  am,  Yours  sincerely, 
W.  H.  Ottaway. 

We  are  sure  that  Mr.  Ottaway' s  letter  will 
meet  with  the  complete  approval  of  St. 
Dunstaners,  who  will  wish  their  appreciation 
of  his  long  service  to  take  the  form  which 
will  give  him  the  greatest  pleasure. 

In  support  of  the  suggestion  at  the  end 
of  his  letter,  it  is  proposed  that  a  permanent 
Fund  should  be  established,  to  which 
subscriptions  can  be  sent  at  any  time.  The 
proposal  has  Sir  Ian  Fraser's  most  cordial 
support,  and  Mr.  Askew  has  consented  to  act 
as  Treasurer,  working  in  co-operation  with 
the  National   Deaf-Blind  Helpers'  League, 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

John  Palmer  (Poole),  last  Easter  Monday, 
to  Miss  Barbara  Coates. 

Jean  Forrester  (Glasgow),  W.A.A.F.,  on 
September  29th,  to  Sgt.  G.  Whitelaw. 

Betty  Butler  (Distington),  on  December 
26th,  to  Mr.  Eric  Stephenson. 

Signalman  A.  J.  Bennett  (Dover),  on 
December  9th,  to  Miss  B.  M.  B.  Wilson. 

Joan  Harding  (Finsbury  Park),  on  No- 
vember 26th,  to  Sgt.  Cyril  Greenaway, 
Royal  Corps  of  Signals. 

Stanley  Mussell  (Charfield),  on  October 
28th,  to  Miss  Betty  Harrison. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Taylor,  of 
Colchester,  on  October  21st,  to  Miss  I. 
Sharland. 

Margaret  Price  (Enfield),  on  October 
29th,  to  Driver  Reginald  Solomon,  R.A. 

Signalman  A.  J.  Bennett  (Dover),  on 
December  9th,  to  Miss  B.  M.  B.  Wilson. 

Dorothy  Jean  Corns  (Kenton),  on  January 
27th,  to  L/Cpl.  Eric  Pole,  K.R.R.C. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Radford,  Castle  Cary,  to  Petty  Officer 
Frank  Lindsay,  R.N.,  on  September  14th. 

Florence  Ada  Mills  (Bloxwich),  on 
December  11th,  to  Thomas  Allerdice. 

Leading  W/M.  Jack  Shread  (King's 
Lynn),  on  October  25th,  to  Miss  Freda 
Hornigold. 

Kenneth  Martin  (Wolverhampton),  on 
August  19th,  to  Miss  Freda  Felton. 

L.A.C.W.  Joan  Warin,  Fencehouses,  on 
November  18th,  to  Sergt.  Ernest  Carter, 
R.A.F. 

Promotions 

Leslie  Straughton  (Workington)  to  the 
rank  of  Sub-Lieutenant  in  the  Fleet  Air  Arm. 

Frank  Swindell  (Lenton,  Notts.)  has 
received  his  commission  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

Arthur  Weedall  (Liverpool)  has  passed 
the  examination  for  his  Second  Radio  Officer 
Certificate  in  the  Merchant  Navy. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Johns, 
Exeter,  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  as  from 
D-Day. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  North, 
Taunton,  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  R.A.F. 

Hamilton  Isaac  (Glasgow)  to  the  rank  of 
Sergeant,  R.A.F.  (regular).  He  is  now  home 
from  India  after  four  years'  absence. 

Flight  Sergeant  T.  L.  Salter,  d.f.m.,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Salter,  to  the  rank 
of  Warrant  Officer, 
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A    St.    Dunstan's    for    Deaf   and 

Limbless 

Speaking  to  the  Council  of  the  Metros 
politan  Area  of  the  British  Legion,  on 
Saturday,  February  3rd,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  the 
National  Vice-Chairman,  said  : — 

"  I  should  like  to  see  the  Legion  set  aside 
a  large  sum  of  money,  to  be  spent  forthwith 
on  the  establishment  of  a  training  college 
for  the  deaf,  the  limbless,  and  the  paralysed, 
where  they  can  learn  how  to  overcome  their 
disability  in  daily  life,  just  as  at  St.  Dunstan's 
we  teach  men  and  women  how  to  be  blind. 
Such  a  training  college  or  colleges  would  be 
better  run  by  the  British  Legion,  under 
voluntary  auspices,  than  by  the  State, 
though  we  could,  of  course,  make  use  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour's  provisions  for 
industrial  training  and  placement.  If  you 
are  disabled  you  have  a  lot  to  learn  besides 
your  trade.  You  have  to  learn  how  to  make 
friends,  how  to  carry  on  social  contacts, 
how  to  be  at  ease  with  your  fellows,  and 
to  have  confidence  in  yourself. 

The  colleges  would  be  residential,  and 
the  men  and,  if  necessary,  women,  too, 
would  go  there  for  a  relatively  short  period, 
say  two  to  four  months.  Research  work 
should  be  conducted  to  provide  apparatus 
to  help  the  handicapped  in  their  daily  lives. 
St.  Dunstan's  has  proved  that  a  proper  system 
of  training  and  placement  can  fit  blinded 
people  for  many  walks  of  life,  and  all  the 
other  war-disabled  and,  as  times  goes  on, 
all  the  disabled,  should  have  the  same 
inspiration  and  help." 

Artificial  Limbs 

It  was  noted  in  last  month's  Review  that 
the  Chairman  had  criticised  the  Ministry  of 
Pension's  supply  of  artificial  limbs,  and  had 
called  for  research  in  this  matter.  The  result 
was  the  setting  up  of  a  Committee,  of  which 
Sir  Brunei  Cohen  is  Chairman. 

St.  Dunstan's  evidence  was  given  by  Air 
Commodore  Dacre  and  Mr.  Nye  at  a  recent 
meeting,  when  they  emphasised  the  need 
for  research. 

On  February  1st  the  Minister  of  Pensions, 
in  a  written  reply  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
announced  that  he  had  accepted  both  the 
recommendations  made  in  an  interim 
report  from  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  artificial  limbs.  Dr.  A.  W.  J.  Craft  had 
been  selected  for  the  research  post  suggested 
and  would  take  up  his  new  duties  soon. 


The  recommendations,  submitted  unani- 
mously by  the  Committee,  are  : — 

(1)  The  formation  at  an  early  date  of  an 
experimental  department — which,  in  the 
Committee's  view,  would  be  most  suitably 
located  at  Roehampton — to  be  under  the 
direction  of  a  whole-time  officer  of  suitable 
status,  possessing  both  medical  and  technical 
qualifications. 

(2)  The  appointment  of  a  small  standing- 
committee  to  supervise  and  develop 
research  and  advise  on  improvements  in 
artificial  limbs  ;  this  advisory  committee, 
membership  of  which  should  not  be  limited 
to  Ministry  of  Pensions  staff,  to  work 
closely  with  the  proposed  experimental 
department. 

The  Committee  also  state  that  they 
attach  importance  to  giving  encouragement 
to  members  of  the  public  to  send  in  ideas 
and  suggestions,  and  consider  that  it  should 
be  one  of  the  functions  of  the  research 
committee  to  receive  and  study  such 
suggestions. 

Pearson's  Fresh  Air  Fund 

By  a  further  donation  of  £5  from  Padre 
Nugee  the  contributions  to  Pearson's  Fresh 
Air  Fund  from  Church  Stretton  now  total 
about  £60. 

We  have  just  received  the  fifty-third 
Annual  Report  of  the  Fund  from  Mr.  Ernest 
Kessell,  c.b.e.,  who  was  closely  associated 
with  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  when  he  founded 
the  F.A.F.,  and,  later,   St.  Dunstan's. 

In  spite  of  the  many  difficulties  brought 
about  by  the  war,  the  Fund  was  able  last 
year  to  give  happy  holidays,  ranging  from 
a  day  to  a  fortnight,  to  more  than  six 
thousand  children  of  the  big  towns,  who 
would  otherwise  have  not  had  a  holiday. 
The  Fresh  Air  Fund  was  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson's  own  charity.  It  perpetuates  Sir 
Arthur's  desire  to  give  happiness  to 
children,  just  as  St.  Dunstan's  -will  always 
remain  a  symbol  of  his  great  understanding 
of  the  world  of  the  blind. 

A  Wheeled  Stick 

A  correspondent  has  passed  on  to  us  the 
suggestion  that  a  blind  man,  or  more 
particularly  a  blind-deaf  man,  should  try 
having  a  stick  with  a  three-inch  wheel 
fitted  to  it.  The  use  of  such  a  stick,  he  says, 
conveys  through  the  vibrations,  a  mental 
picture  of  the  ground  ahead. 
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Letters  to  the  Edi  or 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Duns  tan's  JLeview  " 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  very  interested  to  read  the  article  on 
the  future  of  talking  books.  I  should  like  to 
make  some  observations. 

A  talking  book,  like  certain  types  of  food, 
is  an  acquired  taste.  Readers  vary  tre- 
mendously, and  the  quality  of  the  records 
also  varies  very  considerable.  To  me  it 
seems  that  sufficient  care  is  not  taken  at  the 
Talking  Book  Library  to  ensure  that  only 
records  of,  at  any  rate,  moderate  use,  are 
sent  out.  I  have  a  radio-gram  talking  book, 
much  to  my  regret.  One  profits  by  experi- 
ence, and  I  would  not  advise  the  further 
production  of  this  type  of  machine.  The 
main  reason  is  the  heaviness  and  bulk  of 
the  machine,  which  make  it  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  switch  from  one  room 
to  another. 

As  regards  the  two  different  speeds  for 
British  and  American  recordings,  very 
often  the  preamble  is  so  worn  and  distorted 
that  the  listener  does  not  know  who  the 
reader  is,  or  whether  it  is  British  or  American 
recording,  until  he  comes  to  the  end  of  the 
story. 

Regarding  the  selection  of  books,  I  do 
not  suggest  or  advise  readers  to  pick  out 
the  books  they  fancy.  I  go  through  the  list 
of  titles  numerically.  I  have  read  every 
Talking  Book  up  to  228  or  thereabouts, 
including  books  of  the  Bible  and  "  Alice 
in  Wonderland,"  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
them.  A  book  comes  along,  the  title  has  as 
much  meaning  to  one  as  a  flea  on  an 
elephant.  You  put  it  on,  hoping  and 
wondering.  It  may  be  a  real  thriller,  or  a 
work  of  wisdom — the  sort  that  gives  one 
food  for  thought ;  in  either  case  you  have 
had  a  lucky  dip. 

Before  the  1914-1918  war  I  was  in 
Canada.  I  was  very  young  and  prone  to 
talk  about  the  "  English  "  this,  and  'the 
"  English  "  that.  One  day  I  was  going  "  all 
English  "  in  the  presence  of  some  Scots 
and  Irish,  and  they  said  :  "  Say,  guy,  not 

to    much    of   the    English.    It's    the 

'  British  '  Army  and  the  '  British  '  Navy." 
Perhaps  there  might  be  more  devotees  of 
the  Talking  Book  if  they  were  recorded  by 
the  "  British/'  and  not  the  "  English," 
etc.,  etc. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Exeter,  Frank  A.  Rhodes. 


To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dun  starts  Review  " 

Dear  Sir, 

Whenever  I  have  been  in  contact  with  the 
last  war  St.  Dunstaners  I  have  been  struck 
by  the  inevitable  conversation  regarding 
amusing  incidents  which  occurred  during 
their  own  period  of  training.  Many  of  these 
would  be  well  worth  printing,  and  because 
of  this  I  feel  prompted  to  ask  you  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  run  a  short  column 
of  interesting  happenings  that  took  place 
during  their  stay  at  the  training  establish- 
ment, either  during  this  war  or  the  last. 

Yours  sincerely, 
London,  W.l.  E.  R.  Ettridge. 

(This  is  an  excellent  idea  and  contributions 
will  be  welcomed. — Ed.) 

The  "  Tembani  Times  " 

The  Grand  Christmas  Number  of  the 
"  Tembani  Times,"  which  has  just  reached 
us  (a  special  braille  edition  was  sent  to  the 
Chairman  in  time  for  Christmas),  contains 
messages  from  Field  Marshal  the  Rt.  Hon. 
J.  C.  Smuts  and  Mrs.  Smuts.  The  Field 
Marshal's  message  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  I  send  this  line  of  Christmas  Greeting 
and  warm  good  wishes  to  all  our  friends  at 
the  Tembani  Training  Home.  May  1945  be 
a  good  year  for  them  and  blessings  attend 
them  all  their  days."  J.  C.  Smuts. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are  celebrating  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Thomas,  Rawden, 
near  Leeds,  December  24th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  Callaghan,  Blackpool,  December  24th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Roughley,  Northwich, 
December  27th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Madieson,  Brighton,  January  1st  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Ballard,  Nottingham,  January 
3rd. 

Marriages 

Bentley — Farmer. — On  January  27th,  F. 
Bentley,  of  Birmingham  (now  in  training) 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Farmer,  at  the  Registry 
Office,  Ludlow. 

Daniels — Sheldon. — On  February  7th, 
Arthur  Daniels,  of  Canada  (now  in 
training)  to  Nurse  Sheldon,  of  Tiger  Hall, 
at  St.  Lawrence's  Church,  Church 
Stretton. 

Blackman — Steedon — On  February  3rd, 
at  Blackpool,  T.  Blackman,  of  Market 
Harborough,  to  Miss  Steedon.  Matron 
Vaughan-Davies    gave   the   bride   away. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Since  the  whole  country  has  been  gripped 
by  real  winter  this  month,  those  who  know 
Church  Stretton  will  not  have  pictured  us 
— sunbathing !  Still,  despite  icy  roads,  snow 
drifts,  and  slush,  everyone  has  escaped 
broken  limbs  and  frost  bite — just ! 

A  big  event  of  the  month  was  a  visit  and 
talk  from  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Evans 
(Evans  of  the  Broke),  on  his  Antarctic 
experiences — a  rare  treat.  So  unassuming 
a  manner,  clear,  simple  delivery,  with 
touches  of  joyous  humour,  not  only  did  he 
hold  us  breathless  with  his  hair-raising 
exploits — but  one  felt  what  strength  of  will, 
character,  and  leadership  lay  behind  it  all. 
No  wonder  his  autograph  was  in  such 
demand  afterwards. 

A  new  St.  Dunstan's  activity  is  to  help 
in  the  instruction  of  A.T.S. !  Capt.  Scriven, 
Army  Education  Officer  for  the  Welsh 
Border  District,  after  bringing  us  a  Brains 
Trust  (as  recorded  last  autumn),  invited 
a  return  visit  from  a  St.  Dunstan's  team  to 
answer  A.T.S.  questions  (impromptu).  This 
team  was  received  so  favourably  that  we 
now  have  a  standing  B.T.  Committee — 
Mr.  Carter,  T.  Milligan,  and  Roy  Brown- 
to  deal  with  other  such  invitations  and 
arrange  teams  from  a  panel  of  our  "  Brains." 
Questions  vary  from  the  usual  ones  about 
Germany's  future,  equal  pay  for  the  sexes, 
nationalisation,  etc.,  to  what  is  the  greatest 
invention  of  the  modern  age?  Why  do 
women  "  nag  "  more  than  men,  or  don't 
they  ?  Why  is  Scotland  Yard  so  called  ?  Why 
is  the  best  man  at  a  wedding  so  called? 
Can  a  man  be  rich  and  still  be  a  Christian? 
Should  educational  courses  in  the  Services 
be  compulsory  ?  etc.  The  first  team  was  Ted 
Barton,  Tom  Claxton,  Walter  Thornton, 
Roy  Brown,  Tom  Niccol,  and  Vincent 
Docton ;  the  second,  Padre,  T.  Milligan, 
Roy  Brown,  Bob  Bridger,  and  Peter 
Mathews.  Mr.  Carter  was  question  master 
on  each  occasion. 

Play- reading  remains  popular,  "  Hay 
Fever  "  and  "  Fresh  Fields  "  being  rendered 
with  spirit  at  Denehurst,  and  the  "  Dover 
Road  "  and  "  Murder  on  the  Second 
Floor  "  at  Longmynd. 

The  Indian  Clubs  Class,  under  Sgt. 
Adams,  is  growing — practices  once  a  week. 

Another  innovation  is  the  Gym.  Hut, 
now  fitted  up  by  Mr.  Jarrold  (ex  R.A.F. 
Gym.  and  P.T.  Instructor).  Beginning  with 
one  pupil,  the  number  you  might  find  in 


contortions  on  the  mattress  there  is  steadily 
growing — a  good  augury  for  general  fitness 
and  for  further  physical  activities,  including 
sports,  when  the  weather  is  finer. 

Miss  Kennedy's  dancing  classes,  three 
evenings  a  week  in  the  Central  Hut,  are 
much  enjoyed,  and  we  are  lucky  to  have  so 
enthusiastic,  popular  and  knowledgable  a 
teacher. 

Spelling  Bees  have  continued  buzzing  and 
inter-house  competitions  have  been 
arranged.  Those  out  to  produce  their  own 
fun  will  find  it,  even  in  ransacking  a 
dictionary!  There  have  also  been  informal 
social  evenings  and  guest  nights  at  the 
different  houses.  The  prize  for  a  dominoes 
tournament,  fives  and  threes,  at  Longmynd, 
was  won  by  Ernie  Jensen,  from  thirty-five 
other  trainee  entrants. 

Mr.  Bampton  arranged  another  informal 
concert  at  the  Central  Hall,  at  which 
several  trainees  and  staff  made  their  debut. 
Again,  icy  roads  did  not  deter  the  appre- 
ciative audience. 

Our  good  friends,  the  Croft  Hermits 
Repertory  Company,  were  welcomed  again, 
this  time  with  Priestley's  "  Dangerous 
Corner'  ' — always  popular. 

The  Musical  Circle  arranged  a  C.E.M.A. 
Concert,  with  Harry  Isaacs  (pianist),  Norina 
Semino  ('cellist),  and  Muriel  Gale  (con- 
tralto). The  number  that  braved  the  snow- 
drifts showed  how  this  Committee's  efforts 
are  appreciated. 

The  Wolverhampton  Forces  Social  Club 
have  given  lovely  invitations  to  Pantomimes 
and  Christmas  Dinners  on  two  occasions,  as 
thirty  was  the  maximum  number  possible 
at  one  time.  "  Mother  Goose "  at  the 
Hippodrome  and  "  Little  Miss  Muffet  "  at 
the  Grand  Theatre,  with  Connor  and  Drake. 
Our  Gwen  gave  a  solo  at  the  sing-song 
afterwards,  when  cigars,  cigarettes  and 
chocolate  abounded. 

Dance  invitations  have  been  accepted 
from  P.O.  Telephones,  Shrewsbury,  in 
Belmont  Hall,  and  the  R.A.O.C.  Depot. 
Visiting  Dance  Bands  from  the  R.A.F.,  the 
K.S.L.I.,  and  the  R.A.O.C.  Also  a  Variety 
Show,  "  Stars  in  Battledress,"  "  D  +  6," 
and  a  Variety  Concert  by  R.A.O.C.  M.O.B. 
Centre,  Garrison  Theatre  Show,  both  in  our 
own  Hall ;  adding  some  fixtures  cancelled 
on  account  of  bad  weather,  verily  we  do 
not  mope ! 

An  influx  of  over  forty  new  trainees  has 
meant  big  calls  on  all  staff;  may  St.  Dun- 
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Stan's  mean  as  much  to  each  of  them  as  it 
has  to  thousands  of  "  Old  Boys." 

Those  leaving  include  three  Canadians, 
to  be  repatriated  ;  and  Bill  Phillips,  going 
as  upholsterer  to  Messrs.  Beresford  and 
Hicks,  Shoreditch,  but  living  at  his  father's 
home  in  Peckham.  Good  luck  to  them  all. 
Congratulations  to  the  following,  who  have 
passed  tests  : — 

Typing. — L.  Kibbler,  E.  Roberts,  E. 
King,  J.  Walker,  N.  Crane,  J.  Lynch, 
J.  Hamilton,  H.  Downward,  H.  Simmons, 
A.  H.  Bosley,  R.  Rose,  T.  Niccol,  T.  Jones, 
Alf.  Waters,  F.  Higgs,  R.  J.  Radcliffe, 
J.  Mudge,  D.  G.  Tickner. 

Braille  (Interline  Reading). — P.  Baker, 
H.  Downward,  W.  Evans, J.  Read,  B.  Josey, 
J.  Koehorst,  T.  Bice. 

Braille  (Interpoint  Reading). — T.  Ed- 
monds, L.  Cadman. 

Writing. — C.  Chadwick,  T.  Barton,  E. 
Jensen,  W.  Such,  D.  Coupe,  A.  Hobson, 
J.  Koehorst,  T.  Edmonds,  A.  Reagan, 
H.  Strudwick,  H.  Briggs,  K.  Revis,  N. 
Dugdale. 

French  Integrate  Reading. — J.  Cuad- 
rado. 

Moon,  Grade  II,  Reading. — H.  Gardner, 
W.  Bowerman. 

Admitted  to  Hospital  in  December  and 
January — 

Lieut.  George  Ferris,  R.T.R.  (Wickham 
Bishop);  Pte.  Frank  Palfrey  (Enfield), 
Suffolk  Regt.  ;  Mrs.  Mary  Harrison, 
Maesteg,  munition  worker ;  Fus.  Angus 
Macintyre  (Kilwinning),  Royal  Scots 
Fusiliers ;  Cpl.  John  Edward  Cooper 
(Wallasey),  King's  Liverpool  Regt.  ;  R.S.M. 
George  Jenrick  (Walworth),  K.R.R.  Corps ; 
Pte.  Dennis  Beddoes  (Birmingham),  Royal 
Warwickshire  Regt.  ;  W/Sgt.  J.  F.  Proctor 
(Preston),  Royal  Engineers  ;  L.A.C.  Walter 
Lethbridge  (Oldham),  Royal  Air  Force ; 
Marine  J.  Summerson  (Gateshead),  Royal 
Marine  Engineer  Commando  ;  L/Cpl.  C.  G. 
Paddick  (Bridgwater),  Rifle  Brigade ;  Gnr. 
W.  G.  Stanley  (Fulham),  Royal  Artillery  ; 
Pte.  Robert  Neale  (Sheffield),  Duke  of 
Wellington's  Regt.  ;  Pte.  John  Fenny  (Great 
Lunley),  Pioneer  Corps  ;  L/Sgt.  H.  Frost 
(Rochdale),  Royal  Engineers  ;  Pte.  J.  Lynch 
(Harlesden),  Cameronians  ;  Pte.  Bert  Green 
(Wimbledon),  Middlesex  Regt.  ;  Lieut.  M.  B. 
MacLaren  (London),  Gordon  Highlanders  ; 
Lieut.  D.  P.  H.  J.  Matthews  (Crownhill, 
Devon),  Royal  Engineers ;   Sapper  C.   T. 


Allwright  (Dartford),  Royal  Engineers  ; 
L/Cpl.  W.  Bedford  (London,  N.),  Royal 
Engineers  ;  Pte.  M.  Stanway  (Macclesfield), 
A.T.S.  ;  Pte.  H.  McCartney  (Belfast), 
Pioneer  Corps. 

Admitted  to  Training  Centre — 

Rifleman  J.  F.  Robertson,  Regina  Rifles 
(Toronto,  Canada)  ;  Fusilier  Patrick  Sutton 
Inniskilling  Fusiliers  (Bray,  Co.  Wicklow) 
Pte.     N.     Russell,     R.A.S.C.     (Isleworth) 
Sapper  H.  Windley,  Royal  Engineers  (Hull) 
Gunner  H.  Newall,  Royal  Artillery  (Man- 
chester). 

Admitted  to  Benefits — 

Stoker  D.  Jennings,  Royal  Navy  (Chis- 
wick  ;  P/O.  W.  H.  Rutland,  Royal  Navy 
(Princes  Risborough). 

Death 

Rayton.— On  January  21st,  W.  H.  Rayton, 
of  Middleton,  Leeds,  in  the  Royal 
Hospital  Annexe,  Sheffield. 

St.  Dunstaners'  Party  for 
Evacuees 

The  trainees  at  Church  Stretton  hand- 
somely subscribed,  just  before  Christmas, 
to  give  the  children  of  Croydon  Nursery, 
who  were  then  evacuated  to  Church 
Stretton,  a  grand  Christmas  Party.  A  report 
of  the  party  has  now  been  received  from 
Nurse  Crelling,  on  behalf  of  the  Matron,  and 
she  writes  :  "  A  large  Christmas  tree  stood  in 
the  hall,  gaily  decorated  with  glistening 
ornaments  and  trimmings,  and  on  it  hung 
a  toy  for  each  child.  The  children  were  in 
high  glee  and  full  of  excitement  at  the  sight 
of  all  the  good  things  which  had  been 
provided  for  them. 

"  Members  of  the  Children's  Homes' 
Committee  were  present,  and  also  some 
members  of  a  Rescue  Squad,  who,  on  our 
return  from  Church  Stretton,  helped  to 
unload  the  furniture.  After  the  party,  each 
child  was  given  a  toy  from  the  tree  and  then 
went  to  bed  thoroughly  happy. 

"  Matron  wishes  me  to  thank  you  all  very 
much  for  the  kind  thought  which  prompted 
you  to  give  this  treat  to  the  children  ;  we 
all  wish  yOu  a  very  happy  New  Year,  and 
extend  the  same  greeting  to  your  Matron  and 
the  Sisters  under  whose  care  you  are." 

Comforts  Fund  Addresses 

Matron  Pain  thanks  all  those  who  sent 
new  addresses  of  their  serving  sons,  and  is 
delighted  to  have  news  of  so  many  old 
friends. 
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In  iHnnorij 


Sapper  William  Henry  Rayton,  Royal  Engineers 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  H.  Rayton,  of  Leeds,  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner. 

Enlisting  in  April,  1939,  he  was  wounded  by  shrapnel  at  El  Alamein,  but  on  his  return  to  this  country 
it  was  found  that  his  sight  was  rapidly  failing.  He  was  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  June,  1944,  and  began 
his  training  three  months  later,  but  in  December  his  head  wound  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital.  An  operation  followed  and  he  rallied,  but  after  a  brave  fight  he  passed  away  on  January  21st. 

Bill  was  popular  with  men  and  staff  and  his  loss  was  a  sad  blow  to  all. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  young  widow,  to  whom  their  first  baby,  a  daughter,  had 
been  born  on  December  28th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers. 

Private  Richard  Davies,  Manchester  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  Davies,  of  SwefPing,  Suffolk. 

He  served  from  June,  1915  and  was  gassed  in  France  in  September,  1916,  as  a  result  of  which  his 
sight  was  severely  damaged.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  two  years  later,  where  he  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer 
and  netter.  For  some  considerable  time  before  his  death,  however,  he  had  done  only  light  work  on  account 
of  his  failing  health.  After  a  visit  to  Blackpool,  when  he  was  very  ill,  he  gradually  grew  worse,  and  he  died 
at  his  home  on  December  4th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 

Rifleman   Claude   Grattidge,  King's  Royal  Rifles 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  C.  Grattidge,  of  Tyseley  Birmingham. 

He  was  wounded  on  July  30th,  1915,  as  a  result  of  which  his  face  was  severely  injured  and  he  lost  his 
sight.  He  originally  took  over  a  business,  but  of  late  years  he  had  only  been  able  to  carry  on  with  wool-rug 
work.  For  some  time  he  has  not  been  fit,  and  a  second  attack  of  pneumonia  within  a  short  time  caused  his 
death  on  December  6th,  after  his  removal  to  hospital  a  few  hours  before. 

Among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral  was  a  wreath  in  the  form  of  St.  Dunstan's  badge,  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
and  his  comrades. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  widow  and  five  young  children. 

Alexander  Neil  Grant,  New  Zealand  Forces 
We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  from  Donald  McPhee,  of  the  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
of  the  death  of  our  New  Zealander,  A.  N.  Grant,  of  Remuera,  who  came  on  to  our  books  January  15th,  1936. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  four  children,  to  whom  we  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy. 

Private  J.  Walker,  New  Zealand  Expeditionary  Force 
We  have  also  heard  from  Donald  McPhee  of  the  death  of  J.  Walker,  of  Ponsonby,  Auckland,  who 
served  from  1915  to  1918  and  was  made  a  St.  Dunstaner  as  from  October  16th,  1936.  He  was  unmarried. 

Private  John  Batchelor,  3rd  Royal  Sussex  Regmient 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Batchelor,  of  Earlsfield,  who  was  the  first  blinded 
soldier  of  the  last  war  to  come  to  St.  Dunstan's. 

When  war  broke  out  in  1914  he  had  already  served  six  years.  He  went  to  France  and  was  wounded 
at  Ypres  in  October,  1914,  and  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  on  February  10th,  1915. 

He  was  trained  as  a  mat-maker  and  continued  with  this  work  until  1940,  when  his  health  forced  him 
to  give  it  up.  For  many  years  he  had  not  been  very  fit,  and  he  was  admitted  to  hospital  in  October,  1944, 
where  he  passed  away  on  January  11th,  at  the  age  of  53. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Streatham  Cemetery,  and  among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 


Births 

Carlton. — To  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Carlton, 
of  Wakefield,  on  January  18th,  a  daughter. 

Purcell. — On  January  13th,  to  the  wife  of 
J.  B.  Purcell,  of  Urmston,  Manchester,  a 
son — Christopher  John. 

Deaths 

We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy  this  month 
to  the  following  : — 
MacDonald. — To   J.   H.    MacDonald,   of 

Stockport,  whose  wife  died  suddenly  on 

January  23rd. 
Bell. — To  J.   E.   Bell,   of  Canvey  Island, 

whose  wife  passed  away  on  February  2nd. 


On  Active  Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Gerald  Fearn,  of  the  Monmouthshire 
Regiment,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Fearn, 
of  East  Kirkby,  has  been  killed  in  action 
on  the  Western  Front. 

We  have  also  heard  with  deep  regret  of 
the  death,  in  a  British  hospital  on  the 
Western  Front,  of  Jack,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  Woodrow,  of  Alderbury. 

•         *         • 

A.  Waite  would  like  to  thank  all  those 
kind  friends  who  have  sent  him  letters  of 
sympathy  upon  his  son's  death. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

I  AM  glad  that  the  braille  Review  has  had  such  a  good  welcome.  If  any  St.  Dunstaner 
has  not  received  it  and  would  like  to  have  a  copy  sent  him,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  any 
St.  Dunstaner  who  is  receiving  it  is  quite  sure  that  he  does  not  want  it,  will  he  please 
write  to  the  Editor. 

I  agree  with  those  correspondents  who  stress  the  importance  of  keeping  up  our  braille 
reading,  so  I  hope  that  in  judging  whether  to  have  the  braille  edition  or  not,  my  friends 
will  err  on  the  side  of  having  it,  even  if  they  do  not  always  read  it  all. 

I  have  gone  into  the  question  of  the  cost  of  the  printed  edition,  and  it  appears  that 
the  saving  that  would  be  made  by  knocking  off  a  few  hundreds  from  an  edition  of  nearly 
three  thousand  is  trifling.  We  shall,  therefore,  not  make  it  a  condition  that  the  receipt  of 
the  braille  edition  will  necessitate  giving  up  the  ink-print  edition.  I  think  many  St.  Dunstaners 
will  be  glad  of  this,  because  many  wives  enjoy  reading  the  Review  as  much  as  their  husbands. 
Moreover,  many  will  like  to  keep  an  ink-print  record  of  family  events. 

I  read  Larcombe's  letter  championing  the  veterans  with  pleasure.  There  is  much  in 
his  point  that  the  new  St.  Dunstaners  have  the  great  advantage  of  the  experience  and  help 
of  the  old.  I  am  sure  the  younger  generation  would  be  the  first  to  admit  it  and,  contrary 
to  what  Larcombe  has  said,  I  have  often  expressed  the  same  view  myself. 

Regarding  the  braille  competition,  a  well-known  London  telephone  operator,  "  Jock  " 
MacFarlane,  rang  up  to  say  :  "  Is  the  test  the  reading  of  two  pages,  for  example,  pages  31 
and  32,  or  does  it  mean  reading  four  pages,  that  is  to  say,  29,  30,  31  and  32."  If  it  only 
means  two  pages,  31  and  32,  Mac  said  :  "  You  can  send  my  £3  along  at  once !  " 

The  answer  is  that  it  means  literally  two  pages,  say  31  and  32,  and  that  twenty  minutes 
is  the  time.     But  we  won't  send  the  £3  on  to  Mac  until  he's  gone  through  the  hoop. 

I  shall  await  with  interest  letters  from  St.  Dunstaners  commenting  on  the  Braille 
Competition,  and  I  would  like  to  add,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Dominion  readers,  that  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  extend  the  prize  for  the  Advanced  Test  to  men  living  in  the  Dominions, 
provided  the  St.  Dunstan's  branches  or  affiliations  in  those  countries  will  organise  the  tests. 
When  the  scheme  is  finally  approved,  we  will  send  details  to  overseas  branches  and  to  all 
individuals  who  write  and  tell  us  that  they  are  interested. 

Mr.  Taylor  Resigns 

Mr.  Taylor,  our  Shop  Superintendent,  has  resigned.  He  has  worked  for  St.  Dunstan's 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  has  given  splendid  help  to  those  of  our  men  who  have  taken  up 
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small  shops  and  businesses 
the  men 


Mr.  Taylor  has  been  responsible  for  finding  businesses,  settling 

them,  and  I  am  sure  that  all  our 


business  men  will 


and  watching  over  their  interests  and  advisin 


his   leaving.     He  is   going   to   work  for  H.   J.   Crane,   a   most 


successful  St.  Dunstan's  shop-keeper,  as  his  manager.  Crane's  gain  is  the  loss  of  all  other 
St.  Dunstan's  shop-keepers,  and  I  am  very  sorry  about  it,  but  Mr.  Taylor  leaves  with  our 
goodwill  and  best  wishes  and  thanks. 

IAN    FRASER. 


St.  Dunstaner  Decorated 

Many  congratulations  to  Lance  Corporal 
Harold  Greatrex,  Royal  Engineers,  who,  at 
a  recent  Investiture,  was  decorated  by  the 
King  with  the  Military  Medal.  Greatrex, 
who  is  at  our  Hospital  Unit  at  Stoke 
Mandeville,  was  blinded  in  Italy  when  a 
truck  he  was  driving  was  blown  up  in  a 
minefield. 

Before  serving  in  Italy  he  was  at  El 
Alamein  and  he  won  his  award  for  his 
gallantry  and  determination  there. 

In  addition  to  being  blinded,  he  also  lost  a 
foot  and  received  injuries  to  his  arms  and  at 
Buckingham  Palace,  he  left  his  wheel  chair 
and  used  crutches  so  that  he  could 
approach  the  King  to  receive  his  medal. 

News  from  Australia 

We  were  delighted  to  have  news  of  Allen 
Williams,  the  Australian  prisoner-of-war, 
who  was  repatriated  in  1943  and  came  to 
us  for  a  short  while  before  he  returned  to 
New  South  Wales.  He  writes  :  "  During  the 
past  few  months  I  have  discovered  that  I 
can  still  manage  to  carry  out  sufficient  duties 
on  the  farm  to  make  each  day  a  busy  one, 
and  as  time  goes  on  the  old  life  becomes 
more  familiar.  Quite  a  considerable 
amount  of  my  time  is  being  spent  with  very 
useful  results  in  my  home  garden,  the 
greatest  success  in  this  line  so  far  being  an 
abundant  crop  of  large  water  melons.  I 
wish  to  return  all  my  very  best  wishes  to 
all  the  people  at  St.  Dunstan's." 

A  Canadian  Magazine 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of 
"  All  Clear,"  a  magazine  for  the  Canadian 
war-blinded  at  Baker  Hall,  Toronto.  We 
welcome  its  publication.  Through  its  pages 
we  hope  to  meet  new  Canadian  comrades, 
and  renew  acquaintance  with  those  who 
have  passed  through  our  own  St.  Dunstan's 
and  have  since  returned  to  their  own 
country. 


Engagement 

The  engagement  is  announced  between 
William  M.  Robinson,  late  R.C.E.,  and  Miss 
Monica  H.  S.  Sey,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Lieut.  Robinson  was  blinded  in  1943  and 
is  now  Assistant  Labour  Manager  at  a 
factory  in  Cheshire.  Miss  Sey  has  been  a 
V.A.D.  at  St.  Dunstan's  since  1943. 

Miss  Barbara  Ball 

On  February  24th,  at  the  King's  Chapel  of 
the  Savoy,  London,  the  marriage  took  place 
of  Squadron  Leader  George  Wardrop  Scott, 
A.F.C.,  R.  A.F.V.R.,  to  Section  Officer  Alice 
Barbara  Prestige  Ball,  W.  A.  A.F.,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Lieutenant  Col.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Ball. 

Miss  Ball  will  be  remembered  by  many 
St.  Dunstaners  as  a  V.A.D.  at  Brighton  and 
at  Church  Stretton. 

A  Wireless  Suggestion 

In  the  Daily  Mirror  Live  Letters  recently, 
A.  J.  Radford,  of  Castle  Cary,  wrote  : 

"  The  B.B.C.  has  introduced,  on  the 
Forces  programme,  short  '  Sidelights  on 
the  News  '  item. 

"  Would  it  not  be  possible  for  us  to  have 
a  definite  '  Hour  for  the  Blind  '  programme, 
when  there  is  not  such  a  call  on  the  various 
wave-lengths.  The  cartoons  might  be 
reproduced  by  word  picture. 

New  War  Settlements 

Ivan  Darling,  of  Barnet,  as  a  telephonist 
at  Barnet  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

H.  Petty,  of  Leeds,  as  a  telephonist  with 
the  Petroleum  Board,  Hunslet,  Leeds. 

Wilfred  Evans,  with  his  old  firm,  Messrs. 
Doulton  &  Co.,  near  Tamworth.  His  job 
is  making  bottle  stoppers. 

On  Active  Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Captain  Clifford  Leslie  Curtis-Willson,  R.A., 
son  of  S/Ldr.  W.  T.  Curtis-Willson, 
M.B.E.,  of  Brighton,  has  died  of  wounds 
received  in  action  on  the  Western  Front. 
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Government   Gratuities   for   New 
War  St.  Dunstaners 

A  number  of  new  war  St.  Dunstaners 
will  already  have  heard  over  the  wireless  and 
elsewhere  of  the  scheme  announced  by  the 
Government  early  last  month,  for  providing 
a  cash  gratuity  to  men  released  or  honour- 
ably discharged  from  the  Forces  after  at 
last  six  months'  approved  war  service.  It 
may  be  helpful,  however,  to  those  St. 
Dunstaners  who  are  affected,  if  we  explain 
just  how  they  will  benefit  by  the  scheme. 

The  basic  scale  of  gratuity  for  a  private 
or  the  equivalent  rank  in  the  Navy  and  Air 
Force  will  be  10s.  for  each  complete  month 
of  service,  with  an  additional  2s.  for  each 
higher  rank,  so  that  a  sergeant  will  receive 
14s.  for  each  complete  month  of  service,  and 
a  warrant  officer,  first  class,  20s. 

Men  who  have  held  paid  rank  for  a  period 
or  periods  amounting  to  not  less  than  six 
months  above  the  rank  they  held  on 
discharge  will  qualify  for  the  higher  rate  of 
gratuity.  Women  members  of  the  Forces 
will,  in  general,  receive  two-thirds  of  the 
rate  for  corresponding  male  ranks,  and 
full-time  Civil  Defence  personnel  will 
receive  7s.  6d.  for  each  complete  month  of 
service.  The  .gratuity  will  be  in  the  form 
of  deposits  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank, 
and  will  be  exempt  from  tax. 

The  gratuity  will  be  payable  to  men  who 
have  served  for  the  requisite  period  during 
the  present  war,  and  therefore  every  St. 
Dunstaner  who  has  already  been  discharged 
from  the  Forces  or  Civil  Defence  Service 
owing  to  his  disability  will  be  entitled  to 
his  full  gratuity. 

Written  application  for  the  gratuity  has 
to  be  made  on  or  after  a  date  to  be 
announced,  so  that  the  gratuity  will  not  be 
forthcoming  immediately.  When  the  date 
is  announced,  however,  we  will  obtain  the 
necessary  form  and  make  sure  that  each 
St.  Dunstaner  receives  the  amount  to  which 
he  is  entitled. 

If  any  new  war  St.  Dunstaner  feels  any 
difficulty  in  understanding  how  the  scheme 
will  apply  in  his  particular  case,  he  should 
write,  giving  full  details,  to  Mr.  Askew,  St. 
Dunstan's,   9-11   Park  Crescent,  W.l. 

Wounded 

Tommy  Hotson  (Brough)  has  been 
wounded  for  the  second  time ;  this  time  his 
eyes  were  hurt,  but  splendid  skill  and  care  in 
Holland  has  completely  restored  his  sight. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

On  February  17th,  Margaret  Elsie  Cooper 
(Hull),  to  Sub/Lieut.  Laurance  William 
Coverdale,  R.N.V.R. 

On  January  8th,  K.  Bowering  (Wey- 
mouth), R.N.A.S. 

Promotions 

Frank  James  (Hove)  to  the  rank  of 
Adjutant.     He  is  in  the  East. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Guiseley 
(Otley)  to  Leading  Radio  Mechanic. 

Honours 

We  have  received  a  press  cutting  telling 
of  the  experiences  of  Lance  Corporal  Leslie 
Cousins  (son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Cousins) 
in  Burma.  When  his  officer  was  wounded, 
Leslie  organised  a  charge  on  a  Japanese 
machine  gun  position  and  captured  it,  after 
clubbing  a  gunner  to  death.  The  battalion 
had  been  cut  off  for  days,  practically  without 
food,  and  were  under  fire. 

Now  we  hear  that  Leslie  has  been  awarded 
the  Military  Medal  for  gallantry. 

Sergt.  S.  A.  Young,  son  of  our  late  St. 
Dunstaner  and  Mrs.  Young,  of  Feltham, 
has  been  mentioned  in  dispatches  and 
awarded  the  Oak  Leaf  for  his  gallant  and 
distinguished  services  in  Italy. 

Melplash  News 

On  March  1st,  twenty-two  members  of 
the  Beaminster  Lodge  of  Buffs  came  over 
to  entertain  us. 

The  first  half  of  the  programme,  con- 
sisted of  songs — how  we  enjoyed  Mr.  Gibbs, 
aged  81,  singing  "  The  Turn  of  the  Wheel  "  ! 
The  "  boys  "  heartily  joined  in  all  the 
choruses.  During  the  interval,  the  artists 
handed  round  beer  and  cigarettes  ad  lib, 
which  was  greatly  appreciated. 

The  second  half  consisted  of  a  sketch, 
based  on  the  Kentucky  Minstrels,  ending 
with  the  song  "  Good  Night  to  you  all," 
when  the  roof  was  really  raised! 

On  behalf  of  St.  Dunstan's  boys,  W.- 
Spencer proposed  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Meaker,  of  Grahamstown,  South  Africa, 
whose  anniversary  was  on  March  16th  ; 
and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Barbour,  of 
Brighton,  who  celebrate  their  anniversary 
on  April  10th, 
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The  Review  in  Braille 
St.    Dunstaners    Give    their    Views 

Below  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  letters 
we  have  received  from  St.  Dunstaners 
expressing  their  views  on  the  production, 
for  the  first  time,  of  the  St.  Dunstans 
Review  in  braille. 

"  One  of  the  finest  books  sent  out  from  St. 
Dunstan's.  I  wish  we  had  had  it  twenty  years 
sooner." 

R.  Biggadike,  Boston. 

"  While  appreciating  the  enterprise  which  has 
made  this  possible,  I  do  not  think  that  I  will  have 
a  copy  regularly.  I  prefer  the  old  printed  copy,  as 
it  seems  more  intimate  somehow.  My  wife  and  I 
read  it  together  and  discuss  its  news." 

W.  Lowings,  Chandlers  Ford. 

"  The  braille  Review  is  splendidly  printed,  the 
dots  being  very  good  and  the  paper  very  firm,  but 
as  I  am  a  very  slow  reader  (having  mastered  braille 
only  two  years  ago,  with  great  difficulty)  I  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  send  me  the  printed  copy  until 
my  speed  improves." 

J.  Blakely,  Liverpool. 

"  The  dots  in  the  copy  I  received  were  very  poor 
— in  fact,  many  that  should  have  been  there  simply 
did  not  exist,  so  that  one  had  to  guess  them." 

C.  G.  Williams,  Hampstead. 

"  I  would  prefer  to  receive  the  type-printed  copy, 
as  the  wife  is  just  as  interested  in  the  doings  of 
St.  Dunstan's  as  myself.  We  wish,  however,  the 
best  of  luck  to  the  new  venture,  and  trust  it  will 
become  as  popular  as  the  first." 

J.  W.  Clare,  Brockenhurst. 

"  I  have  read  the  braille  Review,  which  I  assure 
you  was  exceedingly  well  done.  I  should  like 
same  each  month." 

W.  Robinson,  Grantham. 

"  A  fine  idea  for  the  fellows  who  cannot  get  the 
ordinary  copy  read  for  them." 

A.  Tucker,  Bristol. 

"  The  St.  Dunstan's  Review  in  braille  is  an 
excellent  idea  and  fills  a  long-felt  want.  Those 
relatives  and  friends  who  have  read  aloud  to  us 
last-war  St.  Dunstaners  for  the  last  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years  do  not  find  it  easy  to  read  now.  This 
is  why  I  think  most  St.  Dunstaners  will  welcome 
the  Review  in  braille." 

J.  E.  Davies,  Llandyssul. 

"  A  word  of  appreciation  for  the  braille  Review. 
Although  I  am  a  slow  reader  I  am  glad  I  learned 
braille.  For  many  years  I  never  touched  a  braille 
book,  but  it  is  an  added  pleasure  as  you  get  older. 
Many  in  my  day  gave  braille  a  miss,  but  to  new- 
comers I  would  say,  by  all  means  learn  it." 

E.  James,  Darlington. 

"  I  received  with  interest  the  braille  Review. 
My  opinion  is  that  it  is  not  necessary,  as  surely  most 
of  the  men  can  find  someone  who  can  spare  the 
little  time  required  to  read  to  them  the  ink-print 
copy,  and  the  braille  paper  (in  view  of  the  great 
shortage)  would  be  better  used  for  matters  of 
permanent  and  more  general  interest." 

A.  T.  Brooks,  Bournemouth. 

"  I  certainly  feel  more  in  touch  with  St.  Dunstan's 
affairs  when  I  am  able  to  read  the  Review  for 
myself." 

Percy  White,  Leominster. 


"  The  braille  Review  is  splendidly  done  by  the 
good  Edinburgh  folk.  I  always  look  forward  to 
the  Chairman's  Notes,  and  now  I  read  with  pleasure, 
though  not  a  fast  reader,  all  the  varied  doings  of 
the  present  St.  Dunstaners." 

G.  W.  Wright,  Norwich. 

"  I  fully  appreciate  the  braille  edition,  which 
enables  me  to  read  at  leisure  the  varied  items  ;  also 
I  can  turn  back,  as  it  were,  to  emphasise  some 
particular  passage.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
account,  however,  I  feel  very  much  that  the  printed 
version  has  a  certain  definite  friendliness  ;  also  I 
am  now  speaking  for  my  wife,  for  she  feels  equally 
that  same  great  interest  which  that  journal  extends 
to  us  jointly.  Whilst  I  appreciate  very  much  the 
new  braille  edition,  I  feel  I  would  not  have  it 
replace  the  ink-print  copy."     A.  Abram,  Stockport. 

"  A  great  innovation — I  heartily  approve  of  it, 
and  hope  it  will  go  on."       N.  A.  Ramsden,  Oxford. 

"  To-day  I  have  read,  as  for  many  years  I  have 
hoped  I  should  some  day  read,  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Review  in  braille.  I  congratulate  you — and  all 
who  assisted — on  this  welcome  innovation." 

C.  McIntosh,  Dumfries. 

"  It  was  a  very  pleasant  surprise  to  receive  a 
braille  copy  of  the  Review  on  Wednesday  ;  being 
able  to  read  it  myself  was  like  reading  a  letter  from 
a  friend.  I  would  recommend  anybody  to  have 
patience  to  persevere  learning  braille.  When  I 
first  started  I  was  chasing  dots  all  night  long,  and 
thought  it  impossible,  but  it  comes  to  one  gradu- 
ally." Agnes  M.  Clewlow,  Winchester. 

"  I  think  the  braille  Review  a  splendid  number. 
I  personally  have  always  liked  the  Craigmillar 
braille  ;  for  men  on  manual  work  it  is  ideal,  much 
to  be  preferred  to  the  N.I.B.  braille  type,  as  used 
in  "  Nuggets."  If  the  braille  Review  is  to  become 
a  permanent  publication,  then  please  omit  my  name 
from  the  mailing  list  for  "  Nuggets." 

W.  E.  Brooks,  Southampton. 

From  the  above  extracts  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Review  has  been  well  received, 
particularly  by  old  St.  Dunstaners.  Among 
the  new  men  at  Church  Stretton  it  has  not 
proved  so  popular.  As  Miss  Lloyd  points 
out,  most  of  the  trainees  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  the  interpoint  stage,  and  therefore 
have  not  attempted  it.  Miss  Lloyd  goes 
on :  "  As  regards  the  braille  dots,  the 
Craigmillar  dot  is  round  and  slightly  larger 
than  the  standard  and  N.I.B.  dot ;  opinions 
vary  as  to  which  is  the  easier  to  read. 
Some  find  the  N.I.B.  dot  too  pointed. 
Some  of  the  material  of  the  Review  is 
heavy  going  in  braille,  e.g.,  lists  of  names. 
Whereas  a  man  can  ask  the  reader  to  scan 
the  letterpress  for  those  articles  and  para- 
graphs which  appeal  to  him,  the  braillist  is 
wearied  before  he  arrives  at  the  '  In 
Memory*  page." 

Lastly,  there  is  the  verdict  of  the  anony- 
mous Church  Stretton  reader,  who  said  : 
"  The  Review  is  dull  enough  when  read 
form  letter-print,  but  incomparably  duller 
when  in  braille !  " 


ST.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Duns  tan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  is  frequently  making  com- 
parisons between  the  old  St.  Dunstaner  and 
the  new  on  their  ability  and  willingness  to 
learn  braille.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  ratio 
of  braille  students  amongst  the  present  boys 
may  be  greater  than  in  1914-1918,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  number  of 
men  trained  during  the  years  of  the  last 
war  was  very  much  greater  than  in  the 
present  conflict. 

If  the  present  improvement  is  maintained, 
then  I  contend  that  it's  due,  not  to  a  higher 
standard  of  education  or  skill,  but  to  the 
experience  and  traditions  left  behind  by  the 
early  pioneers  of  St.  Dunstan's.  The  early 
St.  Dunstaner  had  no  example  to  follow, 
and  he  may  well  have  doubted  his  ability  to 
overcome  his  handicap. 

The  present  trainee,  however,  cannot 
question  the  wisdom  of  his  teachers,  for 
what  they  are  striving  to  do  has  definitely 
been  done  before  by  blinded  ex-Servicemen. 

I  remember  that  in  my  period  of  training, 
braille  was  always  held  to  be  the  "  ugly 
duckling  "  of  one's  existence.  One  spoke 
of  it  with  baited  breath,  and  a  braille  test 
assumed  the  proportions  of  an  examination 
on  Chinese.  This  was,  of  course,  simply 
due  to  our  lack  of  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  I  was  trained  by  Miss  Hamar 
Greenwood,  and,  being  the  understanding 
and  capable  teacher  that  she  was,  she  soon 
put  all  my  qualms  to  rest.  I  soon  discovered 
that  braille  was  not  a  subject  introduced 
simply  for  the  "  highbrow  "  and  "  intelli- 
gentsia "  of  the  trainees,  but  only  another 
subject  open  to  anyone  with  average 
common  sense. 

Sir  Ian  states  that  education  has  improved 
since  our  day,  but  my  experience  of  mixing 
with  the  younger  generation  does  not  bear 
out  this  view.  The  recent  debates  in  the 
House  of  Commons  dealing  with  education 
have  proved  that,  so  far  from  improving, 
the  standard  of  learning  has  fallen. 

In  any  case,  a  higher  education  is  not 
essential  to  the  learning  of  braille.  It  is 
rather  a  matter  of  developing  the  hands, 
and  unless  one  can  do  this  all  the  education 
in  the  world  will  avail  him  nothing  in  this 
sphere. 

On  the  braille  teaching  staff  at  present  are 
at  least  four  St.  Dunstaners  of  the  1914-1918 


vintage,  and  I  suggest  that  they  are 
responsible  in  no  small  measure  for  the 
improvement  claimed  by  Sir  Ian,  although 
he  hasn't  so  far  admitted  so. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  some 
reference  to  the  Talking  Book  and  its 
effect  on  braille  reading. 

In  a  letter  published  some  time  ago  in  the 
Review,  a  correspondent  informed  Sir  Ian 
"  that  the  best  way  to  improve  one's  braille 
is  to  get  rid  of  your  Talking  Book."  Now 
I  don't  happen  to  possess  a  Talking  Book, 
but  I'm  sure  that  the  writer  of  that  letter 
was  right.  I  read  a  lot  of  braille,  and  I'm 
sure  that  no  Talking  Book  could  fill  the 
same  place  in  my  life.  I  know  men  who 
took  the  trouble  to  learn  braille,  then 
promptly  forgot  all  about  it  when  the 
Talking  Book  came  along.  But  there  is 
more  to  braille  than  simply  reading  books 
chosen  by  a  Committee,  who  select  what 
they  consider  to  be  the  most  suitable. 
There  is  the  writing  side  of  the  matter  to 
be  considered.  I  therefore  contend  that 
the  Talking  Book  is  a  form  of  entertainment 
only,  but  can  never  take  the  place  of  the 
"  dots." 

Considering  the  hundreds  of  men  of  the 
"  old  school "  who  have  held  down 
business  and  professional  appointments  for 
many  years,  using  braille  every  day,  I  don't 
think  the  old  St.  Dunstaner  has  any  cause 
for  reproach. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 
Guildford.  R.  E.  Larcombe. 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dunstan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

It  was  very  nice  to  sit  down  and  read  our 
Review  in  braille  ;  let's  hope  it  will  continue. 

All  we  need  now  is  a  political  journal,  in 
which  the  three  big  parties  occupy  an 
equal  number  of  pages,  and  each  tell  us 
their  policies,  promises,  views,  etc.  There 
are  thousands  of  blind  people  who  cannot 
get  to  political  meetings  or  get  papers  read 
to  them,  and  those  who  can  often  have  to 
follow  the  views  of  an  escort  or  friend. 
Apart  from  that,  if  the  Sussex  Association 
for  the  Deaf  can  put  their  small  monthly 
magazine  in  braille  for  the  benefit  of  a  few 
deaf-blind  in  the  county,  surely  the  Con- 
servative, Labour  and  Liberal  Parties  can 
publish  a  joint  magazine. 

What  do  other  St.  Dunstaners  think? 
Yours  sincerely, 
Southwick.  G.  Fallowfield. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

This  month's  Notes  start  with  news  of 
work — a  change  from  all  the  usual  accounts 
of  play !  Hearty  congratulations  to  Duggie 
Parmenter  on  passing  the  first  (and  stiffest) 
part '  of  his  Matric.  exam.  :  Logic  and 
English — at  Shrewsbury.  To  come  home 
from  a  German  prison  camp,  get  engaged 
and  married,  and  now  this  success,  all  in 
a  few  months — good  going! 

Our  numbers  have  increased  so  much 
that,  in  order  to  fit  in  the  extra  lessons 
required,  the  mornings  are  now  divided 
into  four  periods;  the  break  is  shortened, 
and  work  goes  on  till  12.15  p.m.  The  change- 
over meant  headaches  for  organisers,  but 
took  place  quite  smoothly — no  riots  or 
breakdowns !  Anyway,  Dr.  Newson  is  at 
hand  now,  established  in  his  consulting 
room  at  Eaton  House,  just  beyond  the 
railway  bridge,  very  handy  for  the  Centre. 

Don  and  Netta  Baker  are  back  in  Shrews- 
bury. He  helped  Jock  Steel  last  term  with  all 
the  extra  instruction,  and  will  not  be  part- 
time  in  that  Department  and  part-time 
helping  Mr.  Mahoney  ;  for  no  one  knows 
all  the  hours  of  devoted  service  he  gives. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  by  the 
trainees  themselves  to  raise  a  fund  for  Bill 
Rayton's  young  widow  ;  proceeds  from  a 
dance,  raffles,  etc.,  amounted  to  £250 — 
a  practical  token  of  everyone's  sympathy. 

Belmont  has  started  weekly  readings, 
which  are  popular ;  a  homely  fireside 
evening,  with  smokes  and  cups  of  tea,  make 
a  happy  change  from  other  attractions! 

Anyone  who  listened  to  the  football  cup- 
tie,  Wolverhampton  v.  Stoke,  may  have 
distinguished  St.  Dunstaners'  cheers  from 
our  party  of  about  twenty,  to  whom  Mr. 
Carter  gave  a  running  commentary  there. 
All  felt  the  real  thrill ;  it  was  followed  by  a 
sumptuous  dinner  (chicken,  peche  Melba  and 
port  wine),  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  Gordon 
Pearce-Baker,  truly  a  princely  host.  Lovely 
spring  weather  contributed  to  a  first-class 
outing.  Previously,  seven  trainees  had  been 
invited  to  the  Scotland  v.  England  Inter- 
national match  at  Villa  Park,  Birmingham. 

The  Musical  Circle  Committee  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  completing  another  year's 
monthly  meetings.  The  birthday  was  cele- 
brated with  a  talk  on  "  The  Rise  of  the 
Orchestra,"    by    Harold    Gray. 

Plays  given  in  the  Central  Hall  have 
included  "  Love  in  a  Mist,"  by  E.N.S.A., 
and  "  Poison  Pen,"  by  R.A.P.C. 


On  two  occasions  the  Wolverhampton 
Forces  Club  invited  twenty-six  trainees  to 
a  show  and  dinner — "  Quiet  Week-end  " 
at  the  Dudley  Hippodrome,  and  "  The 
Desert  Song,"  at  Wolverhampton  Grand 
Theatre.     Kind  hosts ! 

Another  darts  match  has  been  played 
against  the  V.R.D.  Unit  at  All  Stretton, 
ten-a-side,  playing  in  five  pairs  ;  they  only 
won  by  three  against  two — good  show ! 

Visiting  Dance  Bands  have  included  the 
R.A.F.,  the  R.A.O.C,  and  the  K.S.L.I. 

Among  visiting  entertainers,  "  Two-ton 
Tessie  "  surely  bears  the  palm  in  "  Little 
Red  Riding-Hood,"  from  the  Theatre 
Royal,  Birmingham;  a  posh  pantomime  in 
our  own  Central  Hall ;  Teddy  Foster's 
Band,  from  the  Casino,  Birmingham,  and, 
another    day,    Renee  Houston. 

Dance  invitations  have  been  accepted  to 
Welshpool  Town  Hall,  to  the  British  Legion 
at  Dorrington,  to  the  V.R.D.  (A.T.S.)  at 
Attingham,  and  to  Shawbury. 

Another  St.  Dunstan's  informal  Concert 
brought  forward  more  new  talent  among 
trainees  and  staff;  the  guest  was  Dr.  Trask, 
U.S.A.,  whom  we  already  knew  as  a  visiting 
"  Brain." 

Among  trainees  leaving  are  :  Ivan 
Darling,  as  telephonist  to  the  Barnet  Gas 
and  Water  Co.,  Barnet ;  Tommy  Bice  for  a 
week  on  Headquarter's  switchboard  prior 
to  his  employment  at  Tottenham  Town 
Hall ;  Harry  Petty  to  Shell-Mex,  Hunslet, 
Leeds ;  Albert  Vout  to  his  old  firm  at 
Newcastle  ;  and  J.  Cuadrado  (Free  French) 
for  repatriation  to  his  home  in  North  Africa. 
Good  luck  to  all! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : 

Typing.— P.  Dent,  M.  Leigh,  H. 
Greasley,  M.  Stanway,  F.  Bentley,  H. 
Swain,  A.  Paulson,,  D.  Gallagher,  S.  Fowler, 
J.  E.  F.  Wright,  P.  Matthews. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — J.  White, 
F.  Howes,  C.  Cooper,  H.  Norman. 

Braille  Reading  (Moon  Reading). — 
A.  C.  Walker. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — R.  Hors- 
field,  J.  Windsor. 

Comforts  Fund 

The  Comforts  Fund  has,  since  Christmas, 
sent  gifts  to  186  young  St.  Dunstaners  on 
the  Comforts  Fund,  but  there  are  still  many 
others  for  whom  we  are  awaiting  their 
present  address, 
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Service  Matters 

On  January  23rd,  Mr.  Dalton,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  was  questioned  about  the  steps  to 
be  taken  to  protect  ex- Service  men  who  contem- 
plated acquiring  small  shops  as  a  means  of  livelihood 
from  unscrupulous  sellers.  He  said  that  he  had 
asked  licensing  committees  not  to  grant  licenses 
on  a  change  of  ownership,  unless  they  were  satisfied 
that  there  was  a  genuine  goodwill  attached  to  the 
business.  This  would,  he  hoped,  go  far  to  protect 
ex-Service  men  from  being  exploited. 

Major  Sir  Brunei  Cohen,  National  Treasurer  of 
British  Legion,  at  Birmingham  on  January  25th,  the 
said  that  the  Legion  would  not  rest  until  a  "  stupid  " 
pension  regulation,  a  cause  of  hardship,  was 
removed.  He  referred  to  a  disabled  airman  who 
married.  Because  he  was  not  married  before  he 
was  wounded,  his  wife  would  get  no  allowances 
for  any  children  that  might  be  born.  A  man's 
pension,  said  Sir  Brunei,  was  given  him  for  his 
wounds  ;  it  was  not  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to 
keep  a  wife  and  bring  up  a  family.  If  he  was  so 
badly  handicapped  that  he  was  unable  to  earn  a 
living,  or  if  he  could  not  work  for  a  proper  wage, 
the  State  must  not  deter  him  from  having  a  wife 
and  family. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser,  on  January  27th,  at  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  Warwickshire  County 
British  Legion,  at  Leamington  Spa,  said :  "  This  is  the 
last  session  of  Parliament.  Anything  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  do  for  ex-Service  men  must  be  done  in 
the  next  nine  months,  or  left  undone  so  far  as  this 
Parliament  is  concerned.  Ex-Servicemen  have  felt 
for  five  years  in  the  Forces  that  they  mattered,  and 
that  their  job,  however  humble,  mattered.  They 
must  not  be  allowed  to  lapse  into  cynical  despair 
and  feel  that  they  are  not  wanted  now.  The  Govern- 
ment has  sound  ideas  on  employment,  but  there 
must  be  some  dislocation,  and  we  want  to  know 
what  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  a  first  preference  for  ex-Servicemen.  Will  they 
instruct  local  Labour  Exchanges  to  keep  ex-Service- 
men's names  on  a  separate  register,  so  that  their 
names  are  given  to  employers  first  ?  The  Govern- 
ment have  taken  a  step  in  the  right  direction  by 
saying  that  there  shall  be  priority  for  the  disabled  ; 
but  I  ask  for  an  extended  preference  for  all  men 
who  have  been  out  of  civil  life.  With  regard  to 
the  new  Social  Insurance  scheme — I  want  to  know 
whether  all  Service  pensions,  etc.,  will  be  disre- 
garded when  considering  benefits?  There  will  be 
one  premium  for  all  employed,  who  will  receive 
full  benefits.  If  disabled  men  pay  full  premiums, 
they  must  get  full  benefits." 

On  February  8th,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  asked  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  how  much  delay  there  is 
between  the  date  when  an  ex-Service  man  or  woman 
makes  application  for  an  appeal  and  the  time  when 
it  is  heard  by  the  appeal  tribunal. 

The  Minister  of  Pensions  said  it  was  not  practicable 
in  present  circumstances  to  arrange  for  appeals  to 
be  dealt  with  as  expeditiously  as  would  be  wished, 
but  every  endeavour  was  made  to  deal  quickly  with 
those  cases  in  which  an  early  decision  was  specially 
desirable. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  :  Is  the  Minister  aware  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  British  Legion  stated  recently  that 
the  delay  was  sometimes  between  nine  and  eleven 
months  ? 


Sir  W.  Womersley  :  I  am  aware  that  that  statement 
has  been  made.  I  am  not  able  to  confirm  it  oj 
deny  it.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  we  give  preference 
to  those  who  are  the  most  severely  disabled, 
believing  it  is  better  for  those  who  are  really  going 
to  suffer  most  by  reason  of  delay  should  have  first 
turn. 

The  Minister  of  Labour  gave  details  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  February  15th,  of  a  scheme  for 
restarting  men  and  women,  now  in  the  Forces,  in 
business  life.  The  scheme  aims  primarily  at  helping 
men  and  women  who  were  in  business  or  work 
on  their  own  account  before  joining  the  Forces, 
Merchant  Navy  or  Civil  Defence  services,  and  can 
show  that  they  need  help,  beyond  any  war  gratuities 
and  post-war  credit,  in  order  to  re-start  their 
business,  or  resume  their  previous  occupation  on 
their  own  account.  The  scheme  is  also  intended 
in  suitable  cases  to  help  those  disabled  by  war 
service  to  set  up  on  their  own  for  the  first  time. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  British 
Legion  at  Llandudno,  on  February  17th,  said  : 
"  Blinded  men,  burned  airmen,  and  other  seriously 
disabled  men  are  being  discharged  from  the  Armed 
Forces  with  unseemly  haste.  At  present  it  is  the 
practice  to  discharge  men  as  soon  as  the  Armed 
Forces  have  determined  that  he  cannot  return  to 
duty.  I  raised  this  matter  in  Parliament  with  the 
three  Service  Ministers  some  time  ago.  I  under- 
stand they  are  consulting  about  it,  but  it  is  time 
we  had  an  answer.  That  answer  ought  clearly  to 
be  to  give  the  men  a  full  year,  provided  they  are 
wholly  or  mainly  in  hospital." 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  27th,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  announced  : 

I  should  perhaps  make  it  clear  that  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  and  not  the  Service  Departments  are 
generally  responsible  for  the  care  of  those  who 
are  disabled  owing  to  war  service  and  are  unfit 
as  a  result  for  further  service  in  the  Forces.  But 
I  realise  that  the  present  rules  governing  discharge 
have  given  rise  to  complaint  in  the  case  of  those 
who  are  discharged  from  the  Service  relatively  soon. 
In  some  of  these  cases,  hospital  treatment  may  be 
needed  almost  indefinitely,  and  I  am  advised  that 
it  would  often  be  impossible  to  define  any  stage  of 
disability  which  could  determine  when  the  officer 
or  man  should  be  discharged  from  the  Service. 
It  has  been  decided,  therefore,  that  the  fairest  way 
of  dealing  with  these  cases  is  to  fix  a  minimum 
period.  In  future,  no  member  of  the  Forces,  whose 
in-patient  treatment  in  a  Service  or  E.M.S.  hospital 
is  not  completed,  will  be  discharged  from  the 
Service  until  at  least  eight  calendar  months, 
including  56  days'  notice  leave,  have  elapsed  from 
the  date  of  his  first  absence  from  duty  on  account 
of  the  disability. 

Speaking  at  the  Northern  Area  Conference  of  the 
British  Legion,  at  York,  on  February  17th,  Brig. 
General  E.  R.  Fitzpatrick,  Chairman  of  the  Legion, 
said  he  in  no  way  shared  the  complacency  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  said,  regarding 
gratuities,  that  the  aim  of  the  Government  had  been 
to  design  a  provision  for  resettlement,  so  as  to 
cover  all  the  needs  of  members  of  the  Forces  on 
their  return  to  civil  life.  The  Chancellor  showed 
a  lamentable  want  of  appreciation  of  the  needs  of 
ex-Service  people  if  he  thought  that  these  financial 
grants  rounded  off  the  Government's  so-called 
comprehensive  plan. 
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"  In  JEfmcrg 


Private  Bertie  Toole,  Labour  Corps 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Bertie  Toole,  of  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

From  February,  1916,  until  January,  1919,  he  served  with  the  720th  Labour  Corps,  and  he  came  to  St. 
Dunstan's  in  March,  1925.  For  many  years  he  did  wool  rug  work,  but  was  forced  finally  to  give  this  up  on 
account  of  his  health,  which,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  at  his  home  on  February  3rd,  was  never  good. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Kensington  Cemetery  ;  among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Toole. 

Private  Frederick  W.  Thompson,  Labour  Corps 
With  very  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  F.  W.  Thompson,  of  Tavistock,  one  of  our  oldest  St. 
Dunstaners.     A  regular  soldier,  he  took  part  in  the  relief  of  General  Gordon. 

Re-enlisting  in  October,  1914,  he  was  wounded  in  November,  1917,  while  serving  with  the  Labour  Corps 
in  Mesopotamia.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1921,  and  was  trained  in  netting,  and  he  continued  with  this 
occupation  for  many  years.  For  some  time  his  health  had  not  been  good  and  he  passed  away  at  his  home 
on  February  7th.     He  would  have  been  81  had  he  lived  two  weeks  longer. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Tavistock  Parish  Church.  The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  Union  Jack, 
and  members  of  Whitchurch  British  Legion  acted  as  bearers.  Among  the  many  wreaths  were  those  from 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  from  the  British  Legion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Mills  repre- 
sented St.  Dunstan's,  and  General  Lanpen  and  Captain  England  the  Legion. 

"  Daddy  "  Thompson  was  twice  married,  and  our  very  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  widow  and 
to  his  daughter. 


St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

The  8th  Annual  General  Meeting  of  St. 
Dunstan's  Bridge  Club  took  place  at  Head- 
quarters on  Saturday,  February  24th,  when 
the  President,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  occupied  the 
chair. 

The  Captain  of  the  Club,  H.  Gover, 
reported  that  a  satisfactory  year's  work  had 
just  been  concluded.  Eleven  matches  had 
been  played,  six  of  which  had  been  won. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  equally 
satisfactory,  the  balance  in  hand  being 
nearly  doubled  from  last  year  ;  £10  13s.  8d. 
was  the  balance  now  in  hand.  A  donation 
of  three  guineas  was  voted  to  the  funds  of 
St.  Dunstan's  Comforts  Fund. 

The  new  Officers  were  then  appointed. 
After  discussion,  it  was  decided  that  the 
business  of  the  Club  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  a  Committee  of  three,  and  the  following 
were  duly  elected  :  Secretary,  N.  Downs  ; 
Treasurer,  P.  Nuyens  ;  Captain,  R.  P.  Coles. 

It  was  also  decided  that  the  League 
Tournament  should  be  continued,  that 
inter-club  duplicate  matches  should  take 
place,  bridge  drives,  and  also  matches  with 
outside  clubs.  Details  of  all  events  to  be 
arranged  by  the  Committee. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  the  new 
Captain  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the 
Club  for  the  splendid  work  done  by  the  late 
Captain,  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
starting  the  Club,  and  wished  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gover  all  happiness  in  their  new  home  by 
the  sea. 


Thanks  were  accorded  to  the  Chairman 
for  his  presence. 

Will  all  interested  please  note  that  all 
correspondence  concerning  the  Bridge  Club 
should  be  addressed  to  N.  Downs,  St. 
Dunstan's  Headquarters,  9-11  Park  Crescent, 
W.l,  and  we  will  be  very  glad  to  welcome 
any  of  our  colleagues  who  are  interested  in 
the  game.  R.P.C. 

[As  we  go  to  press  we  hear  that  the  Bridge  Club, 
on  Saturday,  March  10th,  played  the  first  round  of 
the  Tournament  Bridge  Association  Handicap,  and 
won  by  3,120.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  teams 
are  competing  in  this  handicap,  including  some  of 
the  best  players  in  the  country.  We  wish  our  Club 
the  best  of  luck. — Ed.] 

Births 

Dimond. — On  February  17th,  to  the  wife 

of  W.   J.    Dimond,   of  East   Grins tead, 

a  daughter — Ethel  Ann. 
Judd. — On  March  10th,  to  the  wife  of  W. 

Judd,  of  Hillingdon,  a  son. 
Fitzpatrick. — On  February  23rd,   to  the 

wife  of  B.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Millom,  a  son 

— Michael  John. 
Peckett. — To  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Peckett,  of 

Manchester  (new  war  St.  Dunstaner),  on 

March  8th,  a  son. 

Marriages 

Gregory — Rayner. — On    March    7th,    E. 

Gregory,  of  Aldham,  near  Colchester,  to 

Miss  Eunice  Mary  Rayner. 
Richards — Smith. — On  March  3rd,  Elmer 

Richards,  trainee,  to  Miss  Edna  Smith,  of 

Bilston,  Staffs. 
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Employment  Preference  for  Ex-Servicemen 

A   MOST  important  issue  affecting  the  future  of  ex-service  men  has  been  constantly 
pressed  upon  the  Government  by  Sir  Ian  Fraser.     It  is  the  issue  of  preference  for 
employment.  The  occasion  may  arise  in  the  House  of  Commons  shortly  for  a  debate 
on  this  matter,  for  when  the  Ministry  of  Labour  vote  is  taken,  it  will  be  debated  on  a  milk 
and  water  motion  put  down  by  Sir  George  Schuster  and  others,  which  reads ^as  follows : — 
That  this  House  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Government's  plans  for  the  resettlement  in  civilian 
life  of  service  personnel  and  war  workers  constitute  a  major  national  issue  ;  that  steps  should  be  taken 
to  ensure  that  such  plans  cover  all  sections  of  the  community  engaged  on  work  of  national  importance 
connected  with  the  war  effort ;  and  that  the  plans  should  receive  further  consideration  at  an  early  date. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  thinks  this  is  much  too  timid  and  vague,  and  has  put  down  an 
Amendment  as  follows  : — 

At  end  add  :  "  That  in  order  to  give  an  equal  chance  to  those  who  have  been  away  from  home 
and  civilian  employment,  and  who  have  no  rights  under  the  Reinstatement  and  Civil  Employment 
Act  or  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  they  shall  be  the  first  to  be  offered  to  employers  for 
vacancies,  and  that  a  separate  register  of  ex-servicemen  and  women  shall  be  kept  at  every  employment 
exchange." 

Speaking  at  Leeds  to  a  great  audience  at  a  British  Legion  meeting  recently  on  the 
subject,  Sir  Ian  said  : — 

"  The  signs  are  that  the  organised  war  with  Germany  will  soon  be  over.  We  have  got  to  beat 
thousands  of  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  in  the  process  we  have  got  to  absorb  into  our  economic 
life  five  and  a  half  million  men  and  women  who  have  been  out  of  it  for  years.  They  have  been 
wanted  by  the  nation  and  praised  by  the  people.  We  must  make  sure  they  are  wanted  when  they 
come  back. 

The  Trades  Unions  have  a  great  part  to  play.  The  majority  of  their  members  have  been  at  home  ; 
it  was  essential  that  they  should  be,  and  their  leaders  and  an  overwhelming  majority  of  their  members 
have  done  a  wonderful  job.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have,  in  the  main,  been  near  to  their  own  folk. 
With  notable  and  brave  exceptions  they  have  worked  in  safe  surroundings.  They  have  retained  their 
skill  and  are  in  touch  with  employment.  They  must  go  out  of  their  way  to  help  the  return  to  "  civvy 
street,"  and  the  absorption  into  their  own  body  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  been  away. 

Except  where  the  Reinstatement  in  Civil  Employment  Act  positively,  requires — and  rightly 
requires — }hat  a  man  should  give  up  his  job  to  an  ex-service  man  who  left  the  same  job  to  go  to  fight, 
the  Trades  Unionist  and  the  others  who  have  been  at  home  cannot,  and  in  my  view  should  not  be 
asked  to  go  into  unemployment  to  make  jobs  for  returning  men  and  women.  But  wherever  vacancies 
occur,  there  should  be  a  priority  for  those  who  have  been  away.  Not  an  everlasting  priority,  and 
not  an  absolute  priority  which  would  prevent  a  man  from  getting  a  job  for  ever  because  he  had  not 
served  in  the  Armed  Forces,  but  a  discretionary  priority  which  would  ensure  that  preference  for  all 
vacancies  is  first  given  to  those  who  are  out  of  touch,  and  who  are  at  a  disadvantage.  I  hope  this 
issue  can  be  agreed,  but  if  it  is  not,  it  will  have  to  be  fought  out  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  if  necessary  by  a  challenge  and  a  vote.  If  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  listen,  it  will 
have  to  be  taken  to  the  country  and  the  election." 
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The  Braille  Competition 

The  £500  Braille  Competition,  announced  in  the  February  Review,  has  been  well 
received.  Many  St.  Dunstaners  have  written  in  to  say  what  they  think  of  the  competitions, 
and  their  criticisms  and  suggestions  will  be  considered  when  the  final  rules  for  the 
Championship  are  drawn  up.  Extracts  from  some  of  the  letters  are  printed  below  and, 
if  space  permits,  a  further  selection  will  appear  next  month. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Championship  Competitions  will  take  place  towards  the  end 
of  the  summer,  possibly  at  Church  Stretton,  when  we  hope  the  war  will  be  over,  and 
travelling  and  other  problems  will  be  infinitely  easier. 

In  the  meantime,  there  seems  to  be  general  agreement  about  the  arrangements 
proposed  for  the  Advanced  Braille  Test,  and  we  are  accordingly  going  forward  with  our 
plans.     Here  are  the  rules  : — 

1 . — Every  St.  Dunstaner,  old  and  new,  is  eligible  to  enter  for  the  Advanced  Braille  Test,  which 
has  already  been  introduced  at  Church  Stretton. 

2. — The  Test  shall  be  the  reading  of  two  pages  of  interpoint  braille — 58  full  lines — in  twenty 
minutes,  "  two  pages  "  meaning  pages  1  and  2  of  one  sheet. 

3. — To  ensure  a  "  pass,"  the  braille  must  be  read  with  speed  and  understanding,  and  a  sufficient 
degree  of  accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes. 

4. — The  prizes  for  each  successful  entrant  will  be  £3  and  a  certificate. 

5. — Those  new  war  St.  Dunstaners  who  passed  the  Test  at  Church  Stretton  and  received  the  prize 
of  £1  will  now  receive  a  further  £2. 

6. — Henceforward,  every  new  St.  Dunstaner  will  receive  £2>  on  passing  the  Test,  instead  of  £1 
as  in  the  past. 

7. — The  passing  of  the  Advanced  Braille  Test  will  be  a  necessary  qualification  for  entry  in  the 
Championship  Competitions. 

Arrangements  are  being  made,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  Test  to  be  held  in  Church 
Stretton  and  London.  Later,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  it  to  take  place  in  Blackpool 
and  other  convenient  centres. 

Applications  for  the  Advanced  Braille  Test  only  (not  the  Championship)  should  be 
sent  in  to  the  Editor  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  case  of  Londoners,  we  will  then  arrange 
for  an  examiner  to  be  present  at  Headquarters  on  certain  dates.  Those  sitting  locally  may 
have  to  wait  a  little  while  until  suitable  arrangements  are  made. 

Here  are  extracts  from  some  of  the  letters  we  have  received  : — 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  gratitude  towards  the  anonymous  donor  that  I  read  of  his  generous  gift  for  the 
encouragement  of  braille,  and  it  was  with  equal  satisfaction  that  I  considered  your  very  excellent  proposal 
of  reading  competitions.  May  I  ask  you  to  consider  that  braille  writing  might  be  included  as  part  of  the 
competition.     I  have  an  idea  that  this  side  of  braille  is  neglected  by  many  and  its  uses  are  not  fully  appreciated. 

W.  Girling,  Reading. 

There  are  probably  a  certain  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  who  have  learnt  to  read  with  both  hands,  which 
would  give  them  an  advantage  over  those  who  only  read  with  one.  I  think  they  should  be  placed  in  different 
categories  in  the  forthcoming  Championship. 

W.  Robinson,  Welby,  near  Grantham. 

If  competitors  are  only  to  be  divided  into  two  classes,  A  and  B,  then  I  am  prepared  to  lay  substantial 
odds  that  most,  if  not  all  the  prize-winners,  will  be  found  amongst  those  whose  occupations  admit  of  them 
preserving  a  keen  sense  of  touch.  Handicraft  workers,  in  my  opinion,  will  stand  little  or  no  chance  because 
the  nature  of  their  work  is  such  that  their  sense  of  touch  is  being  constantly  blunted.  I  speak  from  experience 
as  I  have  at  one  time  or  another  belonged  to  both  groups.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  competitors  should  be 
divided  into  two  classes  according  to  their  occupation,  say,  manual  and  non-manual. 

A.  Caldwell,  Anglesey. 

May  I,  in  the  first  instance,  murmur  a  mild  criticism  to  the  effect  that  such  contests  are  more  likely 
to  subsidise  those  who  have  a  flair  for  elocution  than  to  encourage  perseverance  in  those  who  find  braille 
difficult.  1  must  admit,  however,  that  anything  which  induces  us  to  practise  reading  aloud  is  all  to  the  good, 
for  the  ability  to  read  fluently  to  one's  friends  is  a  real  social  acquisition. 

C.  McIntosh,  Dumfries. 

I  suggest  that  there  might  be  two  classes,  viz.,  manual  and  non-manual  St.  Dunstaners,  with  particular 
reference  to  old-war  men.  When  working  at  my  old  office  I  was  reading  shorthand  all  day,  and  my  speed  in 
reading  ordinary  braille  was  quite  fast.  Since  1934,  however,  I  have  been  engaged  with  poultry,  and  my 
hands  have  become  rough,  tough,  and  cracked.  My  speed  when  reading  has  been  reduced  to  about  one-half 
of  what  it  used  to  be  in  office  days. 

W.  Heushaw,  Colchester. 
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Yorkshire  Gatherings 

Speaking  at  small  St.  Dunstan's  parties 
in  Leeds  and  Sheffield  during  a  recent  tour 
in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  foreshadowed  that,  if  all  went  well, 
St.  Dunstan's  would  have  its  Holiday  Home 
at  Brighton  next  year,  and  also  a  full  series 
of  re-unions  on  the  pre-war  scale.  He 
knew  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  all 
St.  Dunstaners  to  revive  these  contacts, 
which  they  had  missed  so  much  during  the 
war.  Sheffield  St.  Dunstaners  of  both  wars, 
were  present  at  a  tea  party,  and  a  similar 
gathering  took  place  for  luncheon  in  Leeds. 
The  meetings  applauded  the  hearty  welcome 
the  Chairman  gave  to  Commander  Smyth, 
D.s.o.,  who  had  returned  from  war  ser- 
vice to  take  up  his  duties  as  head  of  the 
Welfare  Department  once  again. 

At  Leeds,  G.  H.  Heeley  (last  war  short- 
hand typist),  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Sir  Ian,  which  was  seconded  by  Ernest 
Russell,  a  telephonist  of  this  war. 

Among  the  guests  at  the  Leeds  luncheon 
were  Col.  R.  Grimshaw,  Member  of  the 
National  Executive  Council  and  Chairman 
of  the  West  Riding  Group  of  the  British 
Legion,  and  Col.  A.  Butler,  Chairman  of 
the  Leeds  Group  ;  Mrs.  Swaby,  Honorary 
Organiser  for  St.  Dunstan's  in  Leeds,  and 
the  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  Frank  Swaby. 

At  Sheffield,  the  Lord  Mayor  presided 
over  a  well  attended  public  meeting,  at 
which  a  cheque  for  £6,110  0s.  9d.  was 
presented  to  Sir  Ian  by  Captain  Clement 
Roberts,  m.b.e.,  Chief  Warden.  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  said  this  was  the  third  big  cheque 
they  had  received  from  Sheffield,  which  had 
been  most  generous  to  St.  Dunstan's. 
The  Chairman  expressed  his  gratitude  and 
warm  thanks  to  the  organiser  for  the 
Yorkshire  area,  W.  J.  Hopper,  himself  an 
old  St.  Dunstaner. 

Church  Stretton  Visitors 

Early  in  March  representatives  of  the 
Netherlands  Ministry  of  Social  Affairs  paid 
a  visit  to  our  Training  Centre.  As  a  result 
a  long  article  appeared  in  Vrij  Nederland, 
describing  our  work.  It  concluded :  "  The 
representatives  of  the  Ministry  left  the  Centre 
with  the  hope  that  the  experiences  gained 
at  this  wonderful  institute  will,  to  a  great 
extent,  help  the  blind  in  the  Netherlands 
who  may,  in  future,  take  advantage  of  this 
admirable  example  which  is  being  given  in 
England." 


Mr.   Ottaway's  Fund  for  the 
Deaf-Blind 

Mr.  Ottaway's  generous  action  in  asking 
for  the  major  portion  of  his  leaving  present 
to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  watches  for 
the  deaf-blind  has  enabled  Mr.  Askew  to 
send  seven  watches  to  the  National  Deaf- 
Blind  Helpers'  League,  whose  Hon.  Secre- 
tary writes  :  "  How  splendid  of  Mr.  Ottaway 
to  wish  to  share  his  farewell  gift.  He  knows 
the  happiness  it  will  give  to  many  of  those 
suffering  the  double  handicap." 

Mr.  Ottaway's  suggestion  of  a  permanent 
Fund  for  the  Deaf-Blind  is  also  being 
carried  out,  and  the  Chairman  has  had  great 
pleasure  in  allocating  a  gift  of  £10  to  it 
from  a  special  fund  which  he  is  holding. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Balkwill 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  heard 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Balkwill,  for 
many  years  one  of  St.  Dunstan's  Poultry 
Instructors.  Although  his  health  had 
forced  him  to  give  up  his  work  with  us  a 
year  or  so  ago — he  suffered  greatly  as  a 
result  of  gas  received  in  the  last  war — his 
interests  were  always  with  St.  Dunstan's 
poultry-farmers.  C.  T.  Condon,  of  Basing- 
stoke, writes  :  "  He  was  my  instructor  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  I  found  him  most 
helpful,  kind  and  courteous,  and  through 
years  of  great  suffering,  carried  on  so 
nobly.  A  real  friend  to  all  St.  Dunstaners 
who  came  under  him,  and  to  quote  my 
son's  words  : 

*  One  of  nature's  gentlemen.'  ' 

Reported  Killed,  Now  Home 

We  have  heard  the  good  news  that 
Gerald  Fearn,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Fearn,  of  East  Kirby,  who  had  been  reported 
"  Killed  in  Action,"  is  safe  and  well  and 
has  arrived  home.  He  was  one  of  the 
recently  liberated  prisoners  of  war. 

Promotions 

W/O.  T.  L.  Salter,  d.f.m.  (Battersea),  is 
now  Pilot  Officer. 

Joan,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Beckham,  Kenton,  has  been  promoted 
Third  Officer,  W.R.N.S.,  now  in  Ceylon. 

In  Brief 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby,  m.b.e.,  has 
been  appointed  Lord  in  Waiting  to  His 
Majesty  the  King. 

Lieut.-Col.  Eric  Ball  is  now  a  J. P. 

R.  Coupland,  of  Hull,  has  been  mentioned 
in  despatches. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Seeing  our  Hall  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  15th,  you  would  have  been  con- 
vinced that  a  parachute  had  dropped  you 
into  the  Mansion  House,  London,  at  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Fancy  Dress  Ball  in  pre-war 
days !  A  galaxy  of  gay  disguises  (some 
wearers  were  never  identified)  ;  and  a  host 
of  admirers  attending  as  "  themselves." 
Picture  Commandant's  embarrassment  when 
an  unknown  Chinaman — pig-tailed  and 
moustachio-ed,  but  with  female  voice — 
"  kow-towed "  before  him ;  or  Anne 
Boleyn's  coy  encouragement  of  her  burly 
Royal  Suitor ;  or  the  reception  accorded  to 
Hitler,  Mussolini,  and  toothy  Jap  ;  a  medley 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  school-girls, 
sheiks,  boy  scouts,  new,  tall  V.A.D.s  (with 
suspiciously  short  skirts  and  deep  voices — 
but  fetching  curls  !),  nigger  minstrels,  nuns, 
attractive  peasants,  and  Lord  Nelson  him- 
self. How  could  the  harassed  judges,  Lady 
Buckmaster  and  Messrs.  Cheesman  and 
Plant,  award  the  prizes?  To  everyone's 
satisfaction,  Jim  LafTey  was  placed  first,  as 
the  most  vagabond  of  tramps  (no  shaving 
for  the  previous  week) ;  Ted  Caswall 
second,  as  the  Fairy  Godmother ;  Miss 
Grotian  (V.A.D.,  Longmynd)  well-deserved 
lady's  first  as  a  truly  extravagant  Squander 
Bug  ;  Miss  Preedy,  second,  unrecognisable 
as  a  dignified  Mandarin,  with  Miss  Heap, 
a  fearsome  Pirate,  as  runner-up  (please  show 
these  Notes  to  anyone  who  thinks  we  mope 
here !) 

Thursday,  March  22nd,  was  the  Boys' 
own  "  Easter  Egg  "  Concert,  where,  after 
real  hard  rehearsing,  they  surpassed  them- 
selves— and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal !  The 
21st  had  been  invitation  night  for  Church 
Stretton,  but  there  was  still  a  queue  of 
hopeful  gate-crashers  on  the  Thursday ! 
Flattering  invitations  to  tour  have  naturally 
to  be  declined.  How  can  one  select  from 
twelve  excellent  items  in  each  half  of  the 
programme — many  in  costume !  The  Post- 
Horn  Gallop  on  piano-accordions,  with 
Joe  Walsh  on  the  horn,  was  most  exciting 
(despite  the  penetration  of  previous  pract- 
isings !)  The  triologues,  "  The  Colonel,  the 
Major  and  the  Sub.,"  and  the  amended 
version  of  "  The  Green  Eye  of  the  Little 
Yellow  God,"  were  well  worked  up. 
Lord  Nelson  (complete  with  Lady  Hamil- 
ton) gave  us  some  unwritten  history,  viz., 
the  work  of  the  Stokers  at  Trafalgar !     A 


high-light  was  the  Hawaiian  scene,  colour- 
ful, glamorous,  musical,  portraying  most 
attractively  the  land  "  where  'tis  always 
afternoon."  Beryl  and  Gwen  at  their  best 
in  solos  and  duets  ;  and  the  finale,  "  The 
Old  School  Tie,"  with  masters  and  boys, 
closed  touchingly  with  the  Belmont  fare- 
well ;  for  apparently  we  shall  soon  have  to 
carry  on — somehow — without  "  trainee- 
esses."  Picture  them  as  school-girls — 
gym.  tunics,  long  plaits,  etc. — the  authorities 
in  caps  and  gowns,  singing  to  the  tune  of 
"  Daisy  "— "  Belmont,  Belmont,  often  we'll 
think  of  you.  We're  half  crazy  wondering 
what  we'll  do."  Well,  no  one  can  take 
from  us  all  our  happy  memories  of  Belmont. 

The  last  Saturday  was  the  Breaking-up 
Party  at  the  Central  Hall,  our  R.A.O.C. 
Band  taking  turns  with  our  own.  A  good 
"  Elimination  Dance  "  finale  excluded,  first, 
any  married  ladies  ;  then  any  gentleman 
who  didn't  wish  to  turn  up  his  left  trouser- 
leg  ;  ladies  with  pink  undies  ;  gentlemen 
with  long  woollen  pants ;  and  the  final 
couple  had  to  polka  up  the  room  wearing 
one  another's  shoes ! 

A  really  beautiful  innovation  of  a  very 
different  nature  was  a  Musical  Service  in 
the  Parish  Church  on  the  last  Friday 
evening,  organised  by  the  Church  Stretton 
Ladies'  Choir  (enthusiastically  trained  by 
Mr.  Bradford)  and  St.  Dunstan's.  It  was 
a  perfect  hour,  with  Gwen  and  Beryl's 
duet,  "  I  waited  for  the  Lord  "  ;  Sidney 
Kitson's  aria,  "  A  New  Commandment  "  ; 
St.  Dunstan's  double  quartet,  "  God  so 
loved  the  World " ;  and  finally  Gwen's 
lovely  rendering  of  "  Light  of  the  World, 
be  Thou  our  Guide,"  to  Handel's  "  Largo  " 
— a  most  moving  St.  Dunstan's  memory. 

St.  Dunstan's  9.45  Sunday  Services  in  the 
Parish  Church  are  much  enjoyed,  both  by 
our  own  community  and  by  members  of  the 
Forces.  Offertories  from  them  since  mid- 
December  have  been  sent  to  : 

£  s.  d. 

The  Churchwardens       ...         ...  6  18  9 

Pearson's  Fresh  Air  Fund        ...  5  17  1 

Duke  of  Gloucester's  Fund     ...  6     0  0 

King  George's  Fund  for  Sailors  6     0  0 

The  Deaf-Blind  Helpers'  League  6     0  0 


£30  15  10 


St.  Dunstan's  Brains  Trust  has  been 
much  in  demand,  accepting  fifteen  invita- 
tions this  term,  fourteen  of  which  were  to 
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A.T.S.  Sample  questions  readers  may  like 
to  tackle  were  :  "  Which  contributes  most 
to  success,  personality  or  brains  ?  "  "  Will 
the  cinema  eventually  kill  the  theatre?  " 
"  What  is  good  music  ?  "  etc. 

It  is  so  good  of  noted  professional 
artists  to  give  us  their  services,  notably 
Henry  Hall  and  his  Band,  perfectly 
rehearsed,  and  bringing  a  very  clever 
16-year-old  impersonator ;  a  Celtic  Male 
Concert  Party  from  Swansea  ;  Robb  Wilton, 
Stanelli,  Jewel  and  Warriss  ;  Joe  Binks  in 
a  sporting  talk,  and  others,  all  fully 
appreciated.  But  undoubtedly  there  is  a 
growing  demand  for  quieter,  more 
"  homely  "  recreations,  like  quizzes,  play- 
readings,  inter-house  parties,  and  the 
Belmont  readings,  as  a  change  from  usual 
Variety  Concerts.  Play-readings  increase 
in  popularity.  "  Someone  at  the  Door  " 
has  been  given  at  Longmynd  and  "  Laburn- 
um Grove  "  at  Denehurst. 

A  successful  Cribbage  Tournament  at 
Longmynd  attracted  thirty-six  entries,  the 
cup  going  to  Joe  Walch,.  with  Roy  Brown 
as  runner-up. 

Two  outings  to  football  matches — 
England  p.  Scotland,  at  Villa  Park,  Birm- 
ingham, and  Wolverhampton  v.  Stoke,  at 
Wolverhampton,  were  much  enjoyed,  with 
the  help  of  Mr.  Carter's  loud-speaker. 

Our  Darts  team,  challenging  the  V.R.D.s, 
lost  the  match  away  but  won  the  home  one. 
Well  done ! 

At  the  Musical  Circle's  monthly  fixture, 
Miss  Vera  Henderson,  pianist,  was  the 
guest  artist.  We  are  indeed  indebted  to 
that  Committee  for  enjoyable  music  of  a 
higher  standard. 

An  excellent  Ensa  Dramatic  Company 
has  given  us  "  Hobson's  Choice."  Our 
faithful  friends,  the  Croft  Hermits  Repertory 
Company,  delighted  us  with  "  The  Good 
Young  Man."  They  were  at  their  very 
best. 

One  innovation  in  the  Longmynd  Huts 
has  been  the  erection  of  divisions  to  form 
two  bed  cubicles  ;  each  bed  is  provided  with 
ear-phones,  so  that  radio-philes  can  revel 
without  annoying  radio-phobes  ! 

Tiger  Hall,  now  a  Trainees'  House  (apart 
from  the  Sick  Bay),  remained  open  during 
the  Easter  holiday ;  several,  the  safety  and 
quiet  of  whose  home  areas  were  still 
threatened,  availing  themselves  of  the 
welcome  hospitality. 

No  less  than  seventy-four  new  entrants 


have  come  to  us  this  term.     Among  those 
leaving  are  : 

F.  Watkinson,  of  Hessle,  to  take  up 
joinery  as  a  home  occupation  ;  L.  Withing- 
ton,  of  Wigan,  to  Messrs.  Walker  &  Co., 
as  a  blue  print  machine  operator ;  C. 
Chadwick,  of  Manchester,  to  take  up 
baskets,  pending  shop  settlement ;  C. 
Hobbs,  of  London,  N.W.9,  as  telephonist 
at  the  Midland  Bank ;  R.  Jones,  of 
Swansea,  whose  final  details  of  settlement 
will  be  arranged  shortly ;  L.  Kibbler,  of 
Birmingham,  as  a  capstan  lathe  operator  and 
inspector  with  M.C.L.  and  Repetition, 
Ltd.,  Birmingham ;  H.  Appleyard,  of 
Normanton,  to  do  baskets  at  home ; 
A.  Morgan,  of  York,  to  Messrs.  Rown- 
tree's,  Ltd.  ;  D.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  to  his 
home,  pending  shop  settlement ;  L.  Stent, 
of  Liverpool  (re-trainee),  to  do  baskets  at 
home ;  C.  Womack,  of  Sheffield,  to  his 
home,  eventually  to  go  to  the  Northern 
Boot  Depot ;  Sergt.  S.  Daniels  and  Sapper 
R.  Rose,  both  Canadians,  to  await  repatria- 
tion at  a  Canadian  General  Hospital ;  Miss 
M.  Stanway,  of  Macclesfield,  to  go  to  her 
home  ;  Mrs.  G.  Obern,  of  Aberdare,  to  her 
home  and  to  receive  singing  tuition  in 
Cardiff;  Miss  B.  Sleigh,  of  London,  S.W.7, 
who  has  been  staying  at  Belmont,  to 
London. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests,  during  March  : 

Braille  Writing.— C.  Cooper,  W.  G. 
Evans,  M.  Norman. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — T.  R. 
Horsfield,  J.  Windsor,  H.  Downward, 
W.  Thornton,  W.  Such. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — P.  Bag- 
well, J.  Laffey,  T.  Niccol,  R.  Robinson 
(American),  E.  Griffiths,  G.  Smith,  H. 
Swain,  H.  Bosley,  J.  Slee. 

Typing. — W.  Resch  (Canadian),  M. 
Norman,  P.  Sheehan,  J.  H.  Todd,  G, 
Coxon,  D.  McGoohan,  B.  Green,  F. 
Whyte,  M.  Clements,  F.  Palfrey,  W.  R. 
Freeman,  L.  Robinson,  D.  Groves,  P.  R. 
Spencer,  M.  B.  McLaren,  W.  Bond,  L. 
Ella  way,  J.  Burnham,  E.  Higgs,  G.  Taylor, 
C  Williams,  R.  Britton. 

Missing 

We  hear  with  regret  that  Duncan 
Alexander,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Alexander,  of  Kirkcudbright,  has  been 
reported  missing  in  Germany. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dunstarfs  Review  " 
Keeping  in  Touch 

Dear  Sir, 

A  few  days  before  the  February  issue  of 
the  Review  appeared,  I  also  received  a  letter 
from  Ron  Ettridge,  one  of  the  "  New 
Brigade  "  of  St.  Dunstaners,  in  which  he 
asked  me,  as  an  "  Old  Timer,"  to  start  the 
ball  rolling  under  the  above   heading. 

All  my  life  I  have  tried  to  keep  out  of 
print  and  off  platforms — with  considerable 
success,  I  might  add — but  this  time  I  see 
no  way  of  escape. 

I  am  now  groping  frantically  in  a  fear- 
clouded  mind  for  a  story! 

The  name,  "  Cock-a-doodle-quack  "  will 
make  the  surviving  few  of  our  very  "  Old 
Brigade  "  sit  up  and  smile  wistfully.  Poor 
old  Cock-a-doodle-quack  was  born  in  our 
first  little  poultry-farm  in  the  grounds  of 
St.   Dunstan's,  Regent's  Park,  in  1915. 

Our  poultry  trainees  said  Cock-a-doodle- 
quack  was  a  cross  between  one  of  their 
cockerels  and  a  duck  ;  that  he  had  one  web- 
and  one  claw-foot ;  and  that  he  entertained 
them  during  idle  moments  down  at  the 
farm  by  running  round  the  pond  with  the 
web-foot  in  the  water  and  the  claw-foot  on 
the    land. 

Distinguished  visitors  to  our  farm  always 
received  more  detailed  descriptions  of 
Cock-a-doodle-quack,  but  when  they  asked 
if  they  might  see  him,  the  answer  invariably 
was  that  he  had  just  taken  to  the  air  for  his 
morning,  or  afternoon,  flight! 

When  that  little  farm,  with  its  imaginative 
trainees,  was  transferred  to  King's  Langley, 
Cock-a-doodle-quack  disappeared  from  my 
ken.  Perhaps  Billy  Hallam  or  Jerry  Jerome 
had  him  stuffed! 

Yours  sincerely, 
Church  Stretton.  T.  D.  Milligan. 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.   Dunstarfs  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

(This  is  a  Mild  One) 
I  arrived  at  St.  Dunstan's  College  (which, 
before  we  took  it  over  was  a  Church 
College)  in  the  summer  of  1917,  and  was 
unfortunately  put  in  No.  18  Ward,  with  a 
bunch  of  brother  Scots.  After  a  little  talk 
about  where  and  when  you  lost  your  sight, 
I  enquired  my  way  to  the  lounge,  where 
I  dropped  into  the  first  chair.  A  few 
minutes  after,  a  gentleman  came  up  to  me — 
at  least,  I  thought  he  was  a  gentleman  at 


the  time — and  he  said  "  Good  morning," 
to  which  I  replied  "  Good  morning,  Sir," 
in  real  regimental  style.  The  gentleman 
asked  "  Would  you  like  to  join  the  choir 
and  come  to  my  Service  on  Sunday?" 
I  enquired  what  the  Service  was.  He  said 
"  C.  of  E."  to  which  I  relied,  "  I'm  sorry, 
but  I  am  a  Presbyterian."  This  continued 
at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  for  four  days, 
and  on  the  fourth  day  a  St.  Dunstan's 
friend  of  mine  arrived  from  Leicester,  who 
luckily  could'  see  a  little.  He  came  up  to 
me  and  asked  me  how  I  liked  the  place, 
and  I  told  him  I  hated  it  as  it  was  full  of 
—  parsons.  He  said  it  might  be  the  boys 
pulling  my  leg,  so  I  replied  "  Wait  till  the 
next  one  comes." 

My  friend  went  to  get  ready  to  take  me 
out  and  a  few  seconds  later  up  came 
another  parson. 

"  Good  morning.     You  are  a  new  boy." 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"What  regiment  were  you  in?" 

"  Seaforth  Highlanders." 

"  Splendid  regiment.  Would  you  like  to 
join  the  choir  and  come  to  my  Service  on 
Sunday?" 

"  So  and  so,  you  and  your  —  Service !  " 

Unfortunately  for  me  this  was  the  real 
parson.  It  was  three  months  after,  when 
I  had  won  the  Double  Sculls  with  Marrison, 
that  I  had  a  chance  to  explain  to  the  Padre 
what  had  happened,  and  he  advised  me  not 
to  use  such  strong  language  in  future. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Jock  Macfarlane. 
Queen's  Park,  W.10. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

Peggy  Yates  (South wick)  on  March  13th, 
to  Gunner  H.  J.  Price,  R.C.A. 

Veronica  King  (Bradford)  on  March  23rd, 
to  Leading  Seaman  Jack  Smith. 

Dorothy  Margaret  adopted  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Tremble,  Knaresborough, 
on   March   10th,   to   Cpl.    Neville   Brown. 

Emmanuel  Tatton  (Gloucester),  R.N.,  on 
March  31st,  to  L.A.C.  W.  Cynthia  Lowe. 

Nancy  Gimber  (Desborough)  on  Febru- 
ary 17th,  to  L.A.C.  Yeomans. 

Megan   Williams    (Cardiff)   on   February 
20th,  to  L.A.C.  John  Hamer. 
•        •        • 

We    have    heard    with    regret    that    the 

husband  of  Ivy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  Shepherd,  Leighton  Buzzard,  has  been 
killed  in  action  on  the  Western  Front. 
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Mr.  Taylor  writes  : — 

Dear  St.  Dunstan's  Shopkeepers, 

I  want  to  thank  you  all  most  sincerely 
for  the  splendid  present  you  have  so 
generously  given  me  on  the  occasion  of  my 
leaving  St.  Dunstan's  to  take  up  other 
work.  It  is  more  than  kind  of  you  to  have 
thought  of  me  in  this  way,  and  I  appreciate 
to  the  full  what  it  means. 

I  hope  it  will  meet  with  your  approval 
if  I  pay  the  money  subscribed  by  you  into 
the  Bank.  Then  later  on,  when  prices  are 
not  so  terrifying,  I  shall  buy  something  for 
my  home,  which,  while  being  useful,  will 
be  a  continual  reminder  of  you,  my  very 
good  friends  of  long  standing. 

I  need  scarcely  tell  you  that  you  will 
often  be  in  my  thoughts,  and  it  is  my 
sincere  hope  that  you  will  all  continue 
to  progress  in  the  good  old  St.  Dunstan's 
Shopkeepers'  way. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

A.  E.  Taylor. 

Pity  the  Blind 

Please  "  Pity  the  blind."  Tm  blind.  Pity  me. 

But  wait,  though  ifs  true  that  I  cannot  see, 

Ifs  luminous  rays  I  do  not  perceive. 

Think  you,  for  this,  I  should  pity  receive  ? 

I  say  "  No  ;  although  to  me  day  and  night 

Are  the  same  if  one  sees  only  daylight." 

I  may  see  beauty,  I  see  with  my  mind. 

I  may  see  people,  some  selfish,  some  kind. 

I  see  in  a  voice  a  friend  or  a  fake, 

A  liar,  a  cheat,  a  vice- sodden  rake. 

I  see  a  voice  smile,  and  eyes  gleam  with  joy, 

I  see  in  a  shout  a  rosy-cheeked  boy. 

I  see  what  I  hear,  what  I  feel  and  smell. 

A  few  things  I  see  are  ugly  as  hell. 

I  look  at  them  briefly,  try  passing  by, 

Unfed  by  attention,  most  of  them  die. 

I  look  for  the  good,  for  good  can  be  found 

Most  places,  sometime,  if  one  looks  around. 

So  "  Pity  the  blind  "  but  don't  pity  me, 

"  Pity  the  blind  "  who  have  eyes  but  don't  see. 

I  see  what  I  look  for,  beautiful  things. 

I  live  in  a  realm,  the  envy  of  kings. 

I  live  in  my  mind  and  I  realise 

Ifs  there  I  shall  have  what  I  visualise. 

J.  Francis  Smith.* 

*Dr.  J.  Francis  Smith  served  with  the  Canadian 
Army  in  the  last  war  and  was  blinded  in  France. 
He  studied  massage  at  St.  Dunstan's  and  osteopathy 
in  the  United  States.  He  is  now  a  neurologist  on 
the  staff  of  the  Osteopathic  Hospital  in  Philadelphia, 
and  also  has  a  flourishing  private  practice  there. 


Births 

Collins. — To  the  wife  of  G.  Collins,  of 

Oakleigh  Park,  N.  (new  war),  on  March 

24th,  a  daughter — Frances. 
Lee. — To  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Lee,  of  Leeds 

(new  war),  on  March  29th,  a  daughter — 

Patricia  Mary. 

Deaths 

Our  sincere   sympathy  is   extended  this 
month  to  the  following  : — 
Aubrey. — To  F.  Aubrey,  of  Bristol,  whose 

wife  passed  away  on  March  22nd,  after 

a  long  illness. 
Brockie. — To  E.  M.  Brockie,  of  Torphins, 

Aberdeenshire,    who    lost    his    wife    on 

March  16th. 
Goodison. — To  J.  Goodison,   of  Dublin, 

whose  mother,  with  whom  he  lived,  has 

passed  away. 

On  Active  Service 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the 

death  of  Sergt.  William  Byrd,  son  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Byrd,  of  Bridgwater,  as  the  result 

of  an  accident  while  serving  with  the  B.L.A. 

•        •        • 

We  have  also  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Tebbutt,  of  Nottingham,  has  died  as  a 
result  of  wounds  received  in  action. 

Marriages 

Cole — Stimson. — On  March  24th,  at  St. 
Stephen's  Church,  Bexhill-on-Sea,  A.  G. 
Cole  to  Mrs.  Evelyn  Stimson,  widow  of 
the  late  Lieut.  S.  Stimson,  St.  Dunstaner. 

Ellis — Mullins. — Oh  April  7th,  at  the 
Church  of  Our  Lady  Immaculate,  Shad- 
well,  J.  Ellis,  of  Shadwell  (new  war  St. 
Dunstaner)  to  Miss  Laura  Mullins,  late 
V.A.D.  at  "  Tembani,"  South  Africa. 

Lynch — Smales. — On  March  31st,  Trooper 
David  Lynch,  of  Manitoba,  Canada,  now 
at  St.  Dunstan's  Hospital  Unit,  Stoke 
Mandeville,  to  Miss  Betty  Smales,  W.L.A. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  celebrated  anniversaries  :  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Bamber,  Hassocks,  December 
8th,  1944;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Sephton,  St. 
Helen's,  March  24th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
McCarthy,  Stretford,  March  27th ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  Miller,  East  Ham,  April  3rd ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  V.  Kerr,  Beckenham, 
April  3rd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Duncan, 
Carshalton,  April  10th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Wells,  Finedon,  April  17th. 
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"In  ilnnorn  ' 


Sergeant  John  Mullen,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Mullen,  of  Blaydon-on-Tyne,  who  served  with  the  R.A.M.C. 
as  a  regular  soldier  for  many  years.  He  was  a  very  sick  man  when  he  came  to  us  in  1925,  and  on  account 
of  his  health  was  not  able  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work.  For  a  very  long  time  he  had  been  an  invalid,  and  he 
passed  away  in  his  sleep  on  January  28th. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  family,  who  had  cared  for  him  since  the  death  of  his  wife 
in  1920. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  amongst  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

Private  A.  Altoft,  1\19th  London  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  A.  Altoft,  of  Leeds. 

He  did  not  come  to  us  until  June,  1930,  when  his  sight  and  health  were  badly  affected  as  a  result  of 
gas  in  1917.  Although  not  very  fit,  he  derived  pleasure  in  keeping  a  little  poultry  and,  when  able,  a  little 
rug-making.     He  had  not  been  well  for  some  time  before  his  death  and  he  passed  away  on  February  2nd. 

Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  widow.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  amongst 
the  flowers. 

Private  F.  A.  Cole,  Berkshire  Labour  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  F.  A.  Cole,  of  Acocks  Green,  Birmingham,  who  came  to  us 
in  1929,  when  his  sight  and  health  were  affected  as  a  result  of  gassing  in  1916.  He  was  trained  as  a  basket- 
maker  and  carried  on  with  this  occupation  for  a  number  of  years.  He  died  as  the  result  of  a  stroke  on 
February  3rd. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent  for  the  funeral.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow  and  family. 

Rifleman  Hugh  McAteer,  2nd  Royal  Irish  Rifles 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  McAteer,  of  Belfast. 

He  lost  his  sight  as  a  result  of  his  service  in  France,  when  he  also  received  such  other  severe  leg  wounds 
that  his  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  Originally  having  a  small  business,  he  of  late  years  gave  most  of  his  time 
to  basket-making.     He  became  ill  towards  the  end  of  1944  and  he  passed  away  at  his  home  on  February  3rd. 

He  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  cheery  spirit,  despite  his  double  handicap,  and  for  his  music. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow. 

Mr.  N.  Macauley  represented  St.  Dunstan's  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place  at  Carnmoney  Cemetery, 
a  wreath  being  sent  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Lance-Corporal  James  Moore,  Royal  Engineers 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  another  of  our  Irish  St.  Dunstaners,  J.  Moore,  of  Limerick. 

He  was  blinded  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  while  serving  in  December,  1917,  but  he  did  not  come  to 
St.  Dunstan's  until  October,  1926.  Although  then  quite  elderly,  he  trained  as  a  basket-maker,  dividing  his 
time  between  England  and  Ireland.  After  a  long  period  of  ill-health,  he  died  in  Ireland  on  February  19th. 
His  wife,  also  in  hospital,  died  only  a  fortnight  before  him. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  their  four  children,  particularly  Mrs.  Aylmer,  his  daughter,  with 
whom  he  had  made  his  home.  A  wreath  from  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent,  through  Mr.  Macauley,  from  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  and  his  comrades. 

Private  John  Jerrard,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  Jerrard,  of  Lancing. 

He  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  netter  after  coming  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  September,  1921,  but 
was  forced  to  give  up  these  occupations,  owing  to  ill-health.  » 

He  was  admitted  to  our  Blackpool  Home  last  December  for  the  Christmas  holiday,  but  was  taken 
ill  early  in  January,  and  he  was  removed  to  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool,  where  he  died  on  March  20th. 
The  funeral  took  place  at  Carleton  Cemetery,  Blackpool,  St.  Dunstan's  being  represented  by  Matron  Davies, 
Sister  Berry,  and  St.  Dunstaners  Paddy  McDonough  and  J.  Rickaby.  Among  the  wreaths  was  one  from 
the  Blackpool  Home  and  another  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades.  Our  sincere  sympathy 
is  extended  to  his  family. 

Chief  Engineer  Artificer  John  Patrick  Farrell,  Royal  Navy 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  P.  Farrell,  of  Hastings. 

Joining  the  Navy  as  far  back  as  December,  1899,  he  served  on  a  torpedo  boat  destroyer  during  the 
last  war.  He  was  discharged  in  1917  and  came  to  us  soon  after.  He  was  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer,  but 
after  a  few  years  was  forced  to  give  this  up. 

He  was  taken  suddenly  ill  last  month  and  was  admitted  to  hospital,  where  he  died  on  March  19th. 
The  funeral  took  place  at  Hastings  Cemetery,  and  was  preceded  by  Requiem  Mass  at  the  Catholic  Church, 
Hollington.  W.  Ward,  St.  Dunstaner,  attended  the  funeral,  and  among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  other  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 
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Chairman's  Victory  Day  Message 

In  a  message  to  St.  Dunstaners  in  the  Homeland,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  said  : — 

THIS  is  a  day  for  remembrance  and  rejoicing.  The  whole  family  of  St.  Dunstan's 
shares  the  grief  of  its  members  whose  serving  sons  and  daughters  will  not  come  back, 
but  I  think  we  may  all  rejoice  that  the  European  war  and  the  threat  to  our  Homeland 
is  over.  St.  Dunstaners  themselves,  and  members  of  their  families,  have  rendered  valuable 
and  gallant  service,  and  we  are  as  entitled  as  any  to  share  in  the  Victory.  We  must  now 
look  to  the  future  with  confidence  and  hope. 

British  Legion  Conference 

We  go  to  press  before  Whitsun,  so  we  cannot  report  the  Conference  until  next  month. 
It  is  a  significant  Conference  for  ex-Service  men,  because  this  is  the  last  session  of  this 
Parliament,  and  it  is  important  that  Government  and  country  should  know  what  the  Legion 
wants  for  ex-Service  men  and  women  before  the  General  Election. 

There  are  over  two  hundred  resolutions,  dealing  with  pensions  and  allowances, 
employment  and  housing,  and  a  variety  of  other  important  subjects.  The  first  resolution 
is  a  comprehensive  claim  for  improvement  of  the  war  pensions  system  generally,  and  it 
will  be  moved  by  Sir  Ian  Fraser.     It  reads  as  follows  : — 

No.  1. — This  Conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  for  a 
complete  overhaul  of  the  various  Warrants  dealing  with  pensions  for  death  or  disablement 
of  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  and  Auxiliary  Forces,  with  a  view  to 
rectifying  existing  anomalies  and  making  adequate  provision  for  our  disabled  comrades 
and  the  dependents  of  the  fallen.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  Government  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  Legion  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  submitting  its  policy,  including  the  following  main  points  : — 

(1^;  Payment  of  family  allowances  at  Ministry  of  Pensions,  rates  to. all  war  pensioners, 
irrespective  of  the  date  of  marriage  or  birth  of  children,  with,  contingent  pension 
rights  for  widows  where  husband's  death  is  due  to  war  service. 

(2f  Supplementation  of  flat  rate  pension  in  cases  where  the  standard  of  living  of  a 
severely  disabled  pensioner  or  a  war  widow  is  unduly  lowered  as  a  direct  result 
of  disablement  or  death,  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  outlined  in  the  General 
Circular  and  the  "  British  Legion  Journal  "  for  August,  1944. 
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(3)  Payment  of  a  minimum  personal  pension  of  £3  10s.  a  week  for  pensioners 
unemployable  as  a  result  of  war  disablement. 

(4)  Supplementation  in  cases  of  need  of  pensions  granted  to  war  widows  incapable 
of  self-support  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity  or  the  care  of  children,  in  order  to 
ensure  that  no  widow  is  in  receipt  of  an  income  of  less  than  40s.  a  week. 

(5)  Establishment  of  the  principle  that  notwithstanding  any  war  disability  pension 
and  allowances  or  war  widow's  pension  and  allowances  in  issue,  war  pensioners 
and  war  widows  should  receive  full  benefits  for  contributions  paid  under  projected 
State  Social  Insurance  Schemes. 

St.  Dunstan's  will  be  well  represented  at  the  Conference,  for  in  addition  to  Sir  Ian 
Fraser,  who  is  National  Vice-Chairman,  there  will  be  a  number  representing  branches 
from  different  parts  of  the  country.  We  expect  to  see  W.  A.  Muggeridge,  Charlie  Durkin, 
P.  J.  Sparkes,  and  A.  C.  Evans,  of  Newport,  who  have  been  familiar  figures  at  many 
Conferences,  and  Ernest  Russell,  from  Leeds,  who  belongs  to  the  younger  generation. 


Between  the  Conferences 

In  view  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
British  Legion,  to  be  held  at  Whitsun,  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  readers  to  note  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  pensions 
and  other  ex-Service  matters  since  the  last 
Conference  was  held  in  1943. 

July,  1943- 

Acceptance  by  the  Government  that  onus 
of  proof  was  on  the  Government,  and  not 
on  the  applicant,  for  a  pension,  as  heretofore. 

Acceptance  by  the  Government  of  disa- 
bilities caused  by  accidents  sustained  while 
travelling  to  and  from  home  on  short  leave. 

Assimilation  of  rates  of  new  war  pensions 
and  family  allowances  to  those  in  issue  for 
the  Great  War,  i.e.,  £2  for  a  private,  10s. 
for  his  pre-injury  wife,  7s.  6d.  for  his  first 
child,  and  6s.  for  each  succeeding  child. 

August,  1943— 

Supplementation  of  Great  War  and  New 
War  pensions  by  10s.  per  week  for  seriously 
disabled  men  unable  to  earn  over  £1  per 
week  by  reason  of  their  disability,  with  full 
allowances  for  wife,  where  marriage  takes 
place  after  disability,  and  for  children 
whenever  they  may  be  born. 

Setting  up  of  Pensions  Appeal  Tribunals 
lor  New  War  appeals. 

March,  1944— 

Acceptance  by  Government  that  constant 
attendant  allowance  should  be  paid  to 
trainees  during  their  holiday  periods. 

April,  1944— 

Increase  from  6s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  week  in 
allowances  for  second  and  subsequent 
children. 

Lowering  of  age  limit  of  child  and  increase 


to  maximum  of  £80  per  annum  for  educa- 
tion allowances. 

August,  1944— 

Percentage  increase  in  Service  pensions 
of  long- service  men. 

Increase  in  disablement  pension  of  Great 
War  long-service  men  who,  because  of  their 
Service  pension,  are  not  in  receipt  of  full 
disablement  pension. 

Mr.  Roosevelt 

The  following  cable  was  sent  by  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  to  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  upon  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mr.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt, 
President  of  the  United  States  : — 

"  I  feel  sure  that  all  men  and  women  who 
have  physical  difficulties  to  contend  with 
will  feel  as  I  do  that  they  would  like  to 
express  to  you  their  admiration  of  your 
husband's  victory  over  handicap.  So  great 
was  his  moral  strength,  so  outstanding  his 
physical  endurance,  that  during  his  lifetime 
we  hardly  gave  this  matter  a  thought.  No 
doubt,  that  is  what  he  would  have  wished. 
We  feel  we  have  lost  a  friend  and  one  who 
has  set  an  example  that  will  for  all  time  help 
all  those  who  have  lost  the  use  of  any 
faculty.  The  blinded  soldiers,  sailors  and 
airmen  of  Britain  send  you  and  your  family 
their  deep  sympathy  in  your  personal  loss. 

(Signed)    Ian  Fraser. 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser 

A  Second  Grandson 

The  birth  of  a  second  son  is  announced 
to  Mrs.  Anthony  McDonald  {nee  Fraser), 
on  April  21st — Neil. 
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Derby  Sweepstake,  1945 

The  closing  date  of  the  Derby  Sweepstake 
is  Friday,  June  1st,  and  St.  Dunstaners  are 
advised  to  send  in  their  applications  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  draw  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  June  6th,  and  those  drawing 
horses  will  be  notified  the  following  day. 
The  race  is  to  be  run  on  Saturday,  June  9th. 

Appointment 

Lieut.-Col.  E.  H.  W.  Elkington,  Adviser 
in  Ophthalmology,  Canadian  Military  Head- 
quarters, has  been  appointed  an  additional 
Consultant  Ophthalmologist  to  St.  Dun- 
stan's.  Col.  Elkington,  who  before  the 
war  was  a  well-known  eye  specialist  in 
Victoria,  British  Columbia,  has  visited  our 
Hospital  and  Training  Centre  several  times, 
and  his  appointment  will  be  received  with 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

News  from  Canada 

Captain  Fred  Woodcock,  of  Winona, 
Canada,  who  was  blinded  and  taken 
prisoner  at  Dieppe,  is  shortly  to  take  up 
duties  with  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  as  Field  Secretary. 

After  returning  from  Germany,  where  he 
has  been  a  prisoner  of  war  with  many  other 
St.  Dunstaners,  who  studied  under  Lord 
Normanby,  Capt.  Woodcock  came  to 
Church  Stretton  for  a  few  months  before 
returning  to  Canada. 

Blinded  Prisoners'  Doctor  Home 

Major  David  Livingstone  Charters, 
R.A.M.C,  the  eye  specialist,  who  twice 
refused  to  leave  Germany  so  that  he  could 
attend  wounded  prisoners  of  war  in  his 
camp,  is  now  home  at  Birkenhead  after 
being  released  by  the  Americans. 

Major  Charters  was  doctor  in  charge  of 
the  camp  where  blinded  prisoners  of  war, 
now  repatriated,  were  assembled  together 
in  a  little  "  St.  Dunstan's  colony/'  under 
the  guidance  and  care  of  Lord  Normanby. 

Immediately  on  his  return,  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
sent  Major  Charters  a  telegram  of  welcome, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  Major  Charters 
would  visit  our  Training  Centre  at  Church 
Stretton  in  the  near  future. 

Promotion 

Congratulations  to  David  Beattie,  our 
Australian  airman  now  at  Church  Stretton, 
who  has  been  promoted  to  Warrant  Officer. 


Other  News 

R.  E.  Naman  is  a  telephonist  at  Salford 
Labour  Exchange  and  when  the  Regional 
Controller  visited  the  Exchange  recently  he 
introduced  our  St.  Dunstanefr  to  Sir  Godfrey 
Ince,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  who  .was  very  much  impressed 
with  his  work  at  the  switchboard. 

•  *         • 

When  Sir  Ian  Fraser  attended  a  meeting 
in  his  constituency  recently,  he  met  an  old 
St.  Dunstaner,  J.  Wood,  of  Grange-over- 
Sands.  Sir  Ian's  mention  of  him  as  an  old 
friend  brought  applause  from  the  audience, 
who  know  him  well  as  a  first-rate  boot 
repairer,  a  regular  supporter  of  Grange  F.C., 
and  a  prize-winner  in  the  Grange  Allotment 
and  Garden  Association  annual  competition. 

•  -■;•„• 

C.  E.  V.  Dale,  of  Midhurst,  has  raised  the 
magnificent  sum  of  £269  7s.  for  the  British 
Red  Cross  by  a  draw  for  a  bicycle.  This  is 
£75  more  than  his  effort  last  year. 

•  *         • 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Kay,  wife  of  our  St.  Dunstaner, 
has  sent  £26  10s.  6d.  to  St.  Dunstan's,  the 
result  of  a  Dance  and  Competition  she  and 
her  husband  arranged  at  Letchworth. 

•  •         • 

J.  Cooney,  of  Worthing,  was  at  Bucking- 
ham Palace  on  VE  Day  to  see  his  son, 
Michael,  decorated  with  the  Conspicuous 
Gallantry  Medal. 

Home  Again 

Thomas  Nelson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nelson,  of  Benwell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
has  returned  home  after  nine  years.  He  has 
been  a  prisoner-of-war  for  the  last  three- 
and-a-half  years. 

•  •         • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Hill,  of  Gloucester,  tell 
us  that  their  son,  William,  is  home  from 
Germany  after  five  years  as  a  prisoner-of- 
war.  Their  other  boy,  John,  who  has  been 
serving  in  Italy,  has  been  awarded  the 
Military  Medal. 

•  •         • 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lee,  of 
Sacriston,  has  reached  home  from  a  prison 
camp. 

•  •        • 

Welcome  home,  too,  to  Arthur  Horsnell 
(Taunton),  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  Crete  ; 
to  the  son  of  E.  Taggert,  who  has  been  a 
prisoner  in  Germany  since  May,  1940  ;  and 
to  W.O,  R.  S.  Beattie,  of  Hornsey. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Since  the  last  Notes  were  written,  four 
weeks  of  steady  work  this  term  already 
make  the  previous  fortnight's  Easter  holiday 
seem  a  long  time  ago.  Everyone  came 
back  from  it  looking  much  refreshed, 
including  those — about  a  dozen — who 
accepted  the  hospitality  of  Tiger  Hall. 

We  have  already  welcomed  about  thirty 
new  trainees  this  term,  with  more  to  come 
shortly  ;  but  Matron  still  finds  accommoda- 
tion for  all,  and  Miss  Lloyd  fits  in  full  and 
congenial  time-tables  for  each  by  some 
magic  process !  Church  Stretton  still 
houses  necessary  increases  in  staff  somehow. 

There  is  a  special  welcome  for  Mr. 
R.  W.  Stanners,  m.a.,  Lecturer  from  the 
Royal  Geographical  School  in  Cambridge, 
our  new  Director  of  Education,  who  has 
been  giving  us  part-time  help  and  who,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  joining  us  regularly  in  the 
middle  of  June.  His  appointment,  with 
his  wide  experience,  will  surely  be  a  big 
help  here. 

Workshops  continue  growing  ;  four  cap- 
stan lathes  and  three  routers  are  now  being 
worked.  Weaving  and  leather-work  are  in 
full  swing  as  occupations,  and  there  will 
shortly  be  news  of  other  branches,  both  of 
industry  and  handicrafts,  starting. 

Elocution  lessons  are  now  part  of  the 
telephone  training.  Is  it  not  odd  that  in 
speech  we  are  sometimes  apt  to  allow  an 
untidiness  we  should  never  tolerate  in,  say, 
our  clothes  or  our  hair! 

Among  visitors,  two  distinguished 
Russian  surgeons,  with  an  interpreter, 
inspected  all  our  departments  with  great 
interest,  and  were  entertained  by  Sir  Ian 
and  Lady  Fraser.  One  of  them  has 
performed  no  less  than  eighteen  operations 
on  handless  wrists,  splitting  the  bone  to 
form  the  equivalent  of  rigid  fingers. 

The  Musical  Circle's  evening,  on  April 
18th,  was  obviously  greatly  enjoyed.  The 
Eric  Harrison  Trio,  and  Miss  McArden, 
soprano,  received  a  great  welcome,  and 
seemed  happy  to  have  so  appreciative  an 
audience. 

The  St.  Dunstan's  Social  at  the  Central 
Hall,  on  April  26th,  was  a  big  success. 
There  were  six  tables  of  dominoes,  the 
prize  being  won  by  Desmond  Coupe  ;  two 
tables  of  cards,  and  about  a  dozen  dart 
players,  prize-winner,  Bill  Reisch.  Refresh- 
ments   at    9.30,    followed    by    a    fearsome 


Spelling    Bee,    from    which    Ron    Parsons 
triumphantly  bore  off  the  well-earned  prize. 

Khaki  has  reappeared  in  the  streets  of 
Church  Stretton ;  members  of  the  three 
Welsh  Regiments  are  very  welcome  at  the 
St.  Dunstan's  Sunday  Services,  and  notice- 
ably strengthen  the  singing. 

Pioneers  have  dug  up  the  plots  between 
our  huts,  fencing  them  against  invading 
sheep,  before  putting  in  cabbages  and 
marrows.  It  will  be  an  exhibition  "  allot- 
ment "  ;  but  the  one  grass  plot  will  be  much 
in  demand  for  al  fresco  lessons,  if  we  get  a 
return  of  April's  heat-wave. 

The  Croft  Hermits  have  been  again,  this 
time  with  a  triple  bill — "  Out  goes  She," 
"  Sham  The  Devil,"  and  "  Saturday  Night." 
We  are  indeed  lucky  to  have  such  good  and 
faithful  friends. 

Air  Commodore  Dacre,  our  Command- 
ant, is  visiting  West  Africa,  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
to  consider  how  blinded  West  African  ex- 
Servicemen  can  best  be  helped. 

Play-readings  have  re-started  with 
"  Rope,"  given  at  Longmynd. 

Dance  invitations  have  been  gladly 
accepted  to  Lewis'  Hall,  Shrewsbury,  Meole 
Brace  and  Mortar  Training  Centre.  Visit- 
ing entertainers  include  the  Codden  Band 
and  Concert  Party  and  Edgar  Harrison's 
Band,  with  Wally  Evans  and  Freda  Round. 
A  lunch-time  show,  with  Nat  Mills  and 
Bobby,  Betty  Sergent  and  Wally  Evans  : 
also  dance  bands  from  Nesscliff,  R.A.O.C, 
K.S.L.I.  and  Monkmoor  Rhythm  Aces. 

Wedding  bells  have  been  ringing  for  Ted 
Barton  and  Marjorie  Pitt- Watson,  and 
David  Bell  and  our  Sybil  from  the  Orange 
Tree  ;  all  happiness  to  both  couples. 

Test  for  concentration. — Put  on  head- 
phones, switch  on  radio  and  type  a  good 
letter.     You  won't  be  the  first  to  succeed! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing.— J.  May,  A.  Serdet,  A.  R. 
Waters,  W.  James,  J.  Kirkby,  I.  White,  C. 
White,  T.  Daborn,  R.  Lawrence,  C.  Paddick, 
W.  Watkinson. 

Braille  (Interline). — E.  Brown,  R.  Tick- 
ner,  P.  Dent. 

Interpoint. — J.   Koehorst,  D.   Coupe. 

Writing. — B.  Josey,  R.  Robinson 
(American),  F.  Howes,  P.  Bagwell. 
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Hospital  Admissions 

L/Cpl.  E.  L.  Bugbee,  King's  Shropshire 
Light  Infantry  (Harefield)  ;  L/Cpl.  Rowland 
Goodhead,  R.A.S.C.  (Sheffield);  L/Cpl. 
F.  A.  Bennett,  Recce  Corps  (London,  E.7)  ; 
Pte.  W.  C.  Resch,  Calgary  Highlanders 
(British  Columbia,  Canada)  ;  F/Sgt.  D.  N. 
Beattie,  R.A.A.F.  (N.  Queensland,  Aus- 
tralia ;  Gunner  R.  C.  Hales,  Royal  Artillery 
(Sudbury,  Suffolk)  ;  L/Cpl.  S.  Wilgan, 
Polish  Engineers ;  Pte.  A.  L.  Stroud, 
Queen's  Own  Royal  West  Kents  (London, 
S.W.8);  Cpl.  J.  A.  Pilkington,  Royal 
Engineers  (East  Ham) ;  Pte.  J.  H.  Martin 
Devonshire  Regt.  (Birmingham)  ;  W/Sgt. 
R.  Brook,  Engineer  Commando  (Dartford)  ; 
Gunner  H.  King,  Royal  Artillery  (Dun- 
stable) ;  Pte.  L.  L.  F.  Scott,  Black  Watch  of 
Canada  (Saskatchewan)  ;  Sapper  E.  Barber, 
Royal  Engineers  (York)  ;  S/Leader,  H.  T.  N. 
Christal,  R.A.F.  (Hampton-in-Arden)  ;  Pte. 
E.  Woofenden,  Leicestershire  Regt.  (Lei- 
cester). 

Talking  Books 
Latest  Additions  to  the  Library 
Fiction — 

Birmingham,  G..  A.  Poor  Sir  Edward. 

Deeping,  Warwick  Old  Pybus. 

Farjeon,  Eleanor  -  Brave  Old  Woman. 

Marray,  D.  L.         -  Regency. 

Wells,  H.  G.  -  The  Invisible  Man. 

Non-Fiction — 

Fraser,  Sir  Ian       -  Whereas  I  was  Blind. 

Guedalla,  Philip  -  Mr.  Churchill. 

Lockley,  R.  M.       -  Way  to  an  Island. 

Suyin,  Han.   -  -  Destination  Chungking. 

American  Publications 
Fiction — 

Christie,  Agatha  -     N  or  M? 
Dickens,  Charles  -    Oliver  Twist. 
Green,  Anna  K.     -     The  Eeavenworth  Case. 
Grey,  Zane  -  -     Raiders  of  the  Spanish  Peaks. 

Non-Fiction — 
Old  Testament :  Genesis,  Proverbs,  Job,  Ecclesi- 

astes,  Song  of  Solomon. 
a  Kempis,  Thomas  -     The  Imitation  of  Christ. 
Macaulay,  Thomas     Historical  Essays. 
Morton,  H.  V.        -     Women  of  the  Bible. 
Pepys,  Samuel  -     Diary  (Edited). 

Poems,  Selected  :  Browning,  Keats,  Milton,  Shelley, 

Wordsworth,  etc. 
Shakespeare  -     Midsummer  Night's  Dream. 

„  Romeo  and  Juliet. 

„  Julius  Caesar. 

Othello. 

Domestic  Help  Wanted 

The  Editor  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
anyone  who  would  be  interested  in  a 
temporary  post  in  the  house  of  a  St. 
Dunstaner  and  his  wife  at  Eastbourne. 
Remuneration  and  board  for  three  months 
is  offered  in  return  for  services. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages  : 

Lilian  Robinson  (Grimsby),  on  April 
17th,  to  A.B.  Charles  Bradsell. 

Angela  Thompson  (Bexhill-on-Sea),  on 
April  24th,  to  Staff  Sergt.  H.  A.  Raymond, 
R.C.E.M.A. 

Petty  Officer  Kenneth  Bowring  (Wey- 
mouth), on  January  8th,  to  Miss  Joan 
Louise  Welch. 

Henry  Baker  (Billericay),  on  March  31st, 
to  Miss  Edith  Frances  Wood. 

•         *         • 

Joseph  Burns,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Burns,  of  Salford,  who  was  Third  Officer  in 
the  Merchant  Navy,  and  has  now  been 
invalided  out,  has  been  mentioned  in 
despatches  for  his  gallantry  during  the 
invasion  of  Normandy. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Bamber,  Pte.  A.,  Army  Dental  Lab. 

Barnard,  Commando  M.  N.  E.  (Wanstead). 

Barnard,  Pte.  (Wanstead),  I.T.C. 

Belcher,  Sgt.  A.  (Hampton),  Royal  Artillery. 

Belcher,  Gunner  (Hampton),  Royal  Artillery. 

Belcher,  Elsie  (Hampton),  Women's  Land  Army. 

Belcher,  Joyce  (Hampton),  W.A.A.F. 

Bennett,  Sigmn.  A.  J.  (Dover),  Royal  Signals. 

Blyde,  Pte.  T.  S.,  R.F.T. 

Bonner,  D.  W.,  Royal  Navy. 

Bryer,  Pte.  E.  C.  (Yate),  Training  Battn. 

Chapple,  Sgt.  F.  E.  (Gravesend),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Clay,  R.  (Nottingham),  Fleet  Air  Arm. 

Colley,  Pte.  G.  B.  (Luton),  Training  Centre. 

Dimond,  Pte.  W.,  Training  Corps. 

Dodds,  O-Steward  T.  (Newcastle),  Royal  Navy. 

Fowler,  Pte.  F.  (York),  Pioneer  Corps. 

Gobourn,  Pte.  E.  D.  C.  (Cheltenham),  Training 

Battn. 
Groves,  Marine  A.  E.  (Ashford),  Royal  Marines. 
Hall,  A.C.2  F.W.  (Enfield),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Henry,  Pte.  J.  C.  W.  (Roehampton),  P.T.W. 
Johnson,   Sigmn.  C.   (Ashton-under-Lyne),  Royal 

Signals. 
Kirk,  Rfn.  C.  T.  (Lancing),  K.R.R.C. 
Kirk,  L.A.C.  J.  (Lancing),  Royal  Air  Force. 
MacPherson,  A.C.W.  Isabel  (Windsor),  W.A.A.F. 
Newton,  Sgt.  E.  I.  A.  G.  (Portsmouth),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Noble,  Sapper  J.  (St.  Albans). 
Schoeller,  Cpl,  Richard,  B.L.A. 
Squires,  Trooper  E.  R.  D.,  Armoured  Division, 

B.L.A. 
Storer,  Petty  Officer  L.  (Rugby),  Fleet  Air  Arm. 
Storer,  Maurice  (Rugby),  E.N.T.U. 
Taylor,  Leading  Seaman  C.  A.  (Colchester),  Royal 

Navy. 
Taylor,   L.A.C.  A.   G.   (Stourbridge),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Taylor,  Sgt.  H.  D.  (Stourbridge),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Whitham,  Cadet  R.  (Hull),  O.C.T.O. 
Whitham,  L.A.C.W.  E.  (Hull),  W.A.A.F. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 
Keeping  in   Touch 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.    Duns  tan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

The  following  story  concerns  the  late 
Geordie  Anderson,  who  will  be  remembered 
by  many  of  our  readers. 

Geordie,  during  one  of  his  spells  at  our 
old  Brighton  home,  was  on  his  way  out  for 
a  drink  one  night ;  having  a  little  vision, 
he  offered  to  take  another  man.  The  offer 
being  quickly  accepted,  the  pair  toddled 
off  and  were  soon  climbing  the  wall  trying 
to  find  the  entrance  to  "  The  Barley  Mow." 
Presently  a  lady  arrived  on  the  scene, 
enquired  where  they  wanted  to  go,  and  if 
she  could  help.  "  Yes,  we  want  the 
boozer,"  replied  Geordie  in  his  broad 
Northumbrian  dialect.  "  Come  along,  I'll 
put  you  right."  They  walked  along,  soon 
the  lady  opened  a  door,  pushed  them  in, 
saying  :  "  You're  alright  now."  "  Two 
pints "  ordered  Geordie ;  but  you  can 
imagine  his  disgust  when  they  were  handed 
two  cups  of  coffee !  The  lady  had  mistaken 
his  boozer  for  bazaar,  and  had  taken  them 
to  the  Church  Hall,  where  a  bazaar  was 
being  held. 

Geordie's  remarks  on  the  common  sense 
of  Brighton  ladies  are  not  for  print. 
Church  Stretton.  T.  Rogers. 

To  the  Editor ,  "  St.   Duns  tan's  Review  " 
Dear  Sir, 

Our  late  deaf  friend,  G.  J.  Wheeler,  was 
staying  with  me  in  London  when  the  wife 
said  a  large  bough  from  an  old  apple  tree 
wanted  cutting  off.  I  climbed  the  tree,  she 
handed  me  the  saw,and  with  a  stick  indicated 
where  to  cut  it,  and  I  did  so.  Unfortun- 
ately, it  fell  with  the  tops  in  our  neighbour's 
garden,  so  I  told  Wheeler  to  pull  when  the 
wife  tapped  him  on  the  back,  as  I  was  going 
into  the  other  garden  to  lift  the  top  over 
the  fence.  I  got  amongst  the  top,  but  found 
it  a  trifle  heavy  and  awkward,  but  the  wife 
had  tapped  Wheeler  and  he  began  to  pull. 
"  Stop  him,"  I  shouted,  but  the  more  she 
banged  him  on  the  back  the  harder  he  pulled, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  talk  to  him,  since 
he  held  the  bough.  By  the  time  I  got  back 
into  our  garden,  Wheeler  had  pulled  in  the 
bough  and  about  30ft.  of  the  old  fence. 

I  went  to  see  Dr.  Bridges  another  after- 
noon, and  feeling  rather  groggy,  fell  asleep 


in  the  lounge.  I  was  violently  awakened 
by  our  late  friend,  Bill  Tovell,  who  said  : 
"  We're  just  going  to  listen  to  the  Man- 
chester November  Handicap."  "  Well," 
I  snapped,  "  I  can't  hear  it,  can  I  ?  "  "  No," 
he  replied,  "  but  you  are  snoring  and  we 
can't  either!  " 

Yours  sincerely, 

G.  Fallowfield. 
Southwick. 

From    the    Chairman's    Post-Bag 

Dear  Sir  Ian, 

In  your  Notes  a  few  months  ago,  you 
appear  to  be  a  little  hazy  about  the  early 
inception  of  St.  Dunstan's  Review,  and 
I  thought  it  might  interest  you  to  learn 
something  more  definite  from  one  who  was 
directly  responsible  for  its  birth  and  early 
development. 

Somewhere  in  the  mildewy  archives  of 
St.  Dunstan's  may  be  found  a  record  of  a 
Debate,  about  March,  1916,  in  which  the 
subject  was  "  What  is  the  best  means  of 
keeping  the  men  who  have  left  St.  Dunstan's 
in  touch  with  the  old  house  and  its 
activities.  At  the  Debate  all  were  unani- 
mous in  the  belief  and  desire  that  some 
satisfactory  liaison  should  be  established 
between  past  and  present  St.  Dunstaners, 
and  my  suggestion  of  a  magazine  was 
generally  accepted  as  being  the  most 
practical  idea.  So  popular  was  the  pro- 
posal the  Superintendent,  who  was  then  the 
late  Mr.  C.  E.  Rose,  approached  me  and 
invited  my  co-operation  in  putting  into 
effect  what  was,  until  then,  just  an  idea. 
He  enlisted  his  daughter's  help  and,  with 
real  enthusiasm,  we  three  set  about  our 
first  issue,  they  being  responsible  for  the 
real  editorial  side,  while  I  accepted  the  task 
of  exciting  my  comrades'  enthusiasm.  By 
begging,  bullying,  and  persuading,  I 
gathered  in  original  material,  and  secure 
many  permanent  subscribers.  The  demand 
for  that  first  copy  was  more  than  double  the 
quantity  printed,  and  its  circulation  grew  at 
each  succeeding  issue.  In  recognition  of 
my  modest  efforts,  my  name  appeared  as 
Editor,  but,  please  believe  me,  I  never  felt 
any  claim  to  such  title  ;  the  Superintendent 
and  his  daughter  did  the  real  stuff  and  I  the 
donkey-work.  In  those  days  the  Review 
was  a  self-supporting,  and  paying,  concern  ; 
every  copy  sold  at  sixpence,  and  every  St. 
Dunstan's  man  received  3s.  6d.  per  article 
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accepted  for  publication.  It  was  most 
gratifying  to  me,  who  had  worked  for  those 
early  copies,  when,  after  the  sixth  issue,  we 
were  able  to  hand  to  Sir  Arthur  the  modest 
sum  of  just  over  seven  pounds  as  a  gift  to 
St.  Dunstan's  funds,  the  profit  made  out  of 
the  Review. 

Yours  sincerely, 

W.  Girling. 

St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

The  eighth  season  of  St.  Dunstan's  Bridge 
Club  is  going  along  Very  steadily. 

The  Club  had  entered  a  team  of  four  in 
the  Tournament  Bridge  Association's 
Handicap  Competition.  In  the  first  round 
we  were  drawn  against  Mr.  Abraham's 
team,  and  were  successful  in  winning  the 
match.  In  the  second  round  we  played 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thomas's  team,  and  after  a  most 
enjoyable  match  we  were  beaten.  We  were 
sorry  to  be  out  of  the  competition  so  early, 
but  we  shall  try  again  another  season.  It 
was  a  good  experience.  We  are  hoping 
that,  during  the  present  season,  we  shall  be 
able  to  play  many  matches  with  other  clubs, 
for  we  feel  sure  we  need  such  experience. 

P.  Nuyens  and  R.  Slaughter  were  the 
successful  champions  in  the  League  com- 
petition for  the  season,  1943-1944.  Con- 
gratulations !  R.P.C. 

Thanks,  my  Escort 

Seems  like  an  age  since  I  espied 
The  beauty  of  the  countryside, 
Where  dwell  the  tall  and  stately  trees, 
Beneath  whose  shade  I  sit  at  ease, 
A.nd  in  the  coolness  of  their  arms, 
Had  ga^ed  on  the  lonely  farms 
That  nestled  in  the  valley. 

I  sat  and  rested  there  awhile, 

A  way  from  to  wn  and  man, 

Then  walked  and  crossed  the  rustic  stile, 

To  where  the  lane  began. 

I  turned  and  looked  at  one  old  tree, 

A  thrush  perched  on  its  bough, 

I  thought  that  bird  it  smiled  at  me, 

Alas  !  these  things  I  see  not  now. 

Yet  thoughts  like  these  I  treasure  fond, 
The  rumbling  cart,  the  chestnut  mare, 
The  babbling  brook  which  joined  the  pond 
To  nourish  lilies  there. 
And  all  these  things  so  dear  to  me 
Your  lips  and  eyes  make  clear  to  me. 
So  thanks  so  much,  my  escort  kind, 
Til  soon  forget  that  I  am  blind. 

Bert  Priest. 


Wounded 

We  hear  with  regret  that  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  Polley,  of  Southall,  has  been 
wounded  and  is  now  in  hospital  at  Taranto. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Howarth, 
of  Alton,  was  wounded  in  Germany,  but 
is  now  home  for  convalescence. 

Missing 

We  have  heard  with  regret  that  Fred 
Bennett  (Bristol),  of  the  Coldstream  Guards, 
has  been  missing  in  Italy  since  April. 

Marriages 

Barton — Pitt- Watson. — On  March  20th, 
E.  Barton,  of  Ulverston  (new  war),  to 
Miss  Marjorie  Pitt- Watson,  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Alloa. 

Bell— Page.— On  April  28th,  David  Bell, 
of  Edinburgh  (new  war),  to  Miss  Sybil 
Page,  at  St.  Alkmund's  Church,  Shrews- 
bury. 

Burnham — Smith. — On  March  31st,  at  the 
Parish  Church  of  Holy  Trinity,  Oxford, 
A.  Burnham,  of  Oxford  (new  war),  to 
Miss  M.  J.  Smith. 

Gallagher — Heffer. — On  March  29th, 
D.  Gallagher,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
(new  war),  to  Miss  Joan  Mary  Heffer,  at 
the   Methodist   Church,   Sutton,    Surrey. 

McDonough — Faherty. — On  April  19th, 
John  McDonough,  of  Clifden,  Co. 
Gal  way,  to  Brigid  Faherty. 

Morton — Jones. — On  March  10th,  J.  A. 
Morton,  of  High  Wycombe,  to  Miss 
C.  M.  Jones,  of  Dartford. 

White— Jones.— On  April  2nd,  J.  White, 
of  Chesterfield  (new  war),  to  Miss  Elsie 
Jones,  at  Heath  Church,  Chesterfield. 

Golden  Wedding 

Special  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.- 
Smith  Thompson,  of  Wakefield,  who  cele- 
brated their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary 
on  April  27th. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  celebrated  their  silver  wedding 
recently :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Jolly, 
Leyburn,  January  24th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  V. 
Hesketh,  Greenford,  April  21st ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Baker,  Billericay,  April  25th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Mitchell,  Hove,  May 
1st;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Matthews, 
Soberton,  May  5th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Scott,  Winsford,  May  20th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  Daniels,  Norwich,  May  24th. 
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"In  HUmorB  " 


Corporal  Albert  John  Henry  Lake,  Cheshire  Regiment 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  J.  H.  Lake,  of  York,  who  served  with  his  regiment  from 
September,  1914,  to  January,  1915,  when  his  sight  was  injured  ;  he  did  not,  however,  come  to  St.  Dunstan's 
until  March,  1918.     He  then  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer  and  netter,  but  in  late  years  his  poor  health  had  only 
made  a  little  rug-making  possible.     His  death  occurred  suddenly  on  March  6th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers.  Our  sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Lake,  who  is  herself  in  very  poor  health. 

Private  Duncan  Alexander  Purvis,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  D.  A.  Purvis,  of  Leeds. 

He  served  from  November,  1915,  until  October,  1918,  when  he  was  discharged  with  damaged  sight. 
This  became  so  defective  that  he  was  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  benefits  three  years  later.  He  was  trained 
in  boot  repairing  and,  later,  mat-making,  but  his  poor  health  forced  him  to  give  up  both  occupations.  He 
had  gone  to  Middlesbrough  for  a  little  break,  but  he  was  taken  ill  and  was  brought  home,  where  he  died  on 
March  28th. 

Among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  eight  children. 

Richard  Pidcock,  7th  King's  Royal  Rifles 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  R.  Pidcock,  of  Loughborough. 
Enlisting  in  March,  1915,  he  was  discharged  the  following   year,  after  being  badly  wounded  at  Delville 
Wood  in  September  of  that  year.     He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in    November,  1917,  and  trained  as  a  boot- 
repairer  and  mat-maker,  and  he  carried  on  this  work  right  up  to   the  time  of  his  sudden  death  on  April  3rd. 
A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral,  which  was  attended 
by  St.  Dunstaner  G.  Swindell  and  Mrs.  Swindell. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  widow  and  family  of  five. 

Private  Frank  Horace  Barnett,  49th  Australian  Imperial  Forces 
We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of  F.  H.  Barnett,  of  Brisbane,  Australia. 
Wounded  at  Pozieres,  on  September  5th,  1916,  he  came  to  us  two  monhs  later  and  spent  some  eighteen 
months  at  St.  Dunstan's  before  returning  to  Australia.     He  had  been  trained  as  a  shorthand  typist,  but  he 
did  not  take  up  this  work.     He  married  in  1918  and  carried  on  poultry  farming  extensively.     He  was  keenly 
interested  in  the  Brisbane  Blinded  Soldiers'  Association,  and  was  the  local  representative  at  the  Annual 
Conference  in  1936.     Of  late  years  he  had  been  a  very  sick  man  and  practically  an  invalid. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  son,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Lance-Corporal    Alfred    Hodgkins,    2nd    'Northamptonshire    Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  A.  Hodgkins,  of  Fareham. 

Serving  from  1914-1918,  he  was  wounded  in  France  by  shrapnel  in  March,  1918,  and  came  to  us  the 
following  July.     He  was  trained  as  a  poultry  farmer,  but  gave  up  this  occupation  in  1926. 

He  was  ill  for  some  time  with  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  and  he  passed  away  on  March  26th.  The 
interment  took  place  at  Fareham  Cemetery,  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  being 
amongst  the  flowers. 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  his  wife. 


Births 

Davies. — To  the  wife  of  L.  Davies  (trainee), 
on  April  12th,  a  son. 

Foyle. — To  the  wife  of  S.  Foyle,  of  St. 
Neots  (new  war),  on  May  13th,  a  son. 

Francis. — To  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Francis, 
of  Morley,  Leeds,  on  May  6th,  a  son. 

Phillips. — To  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Phillips, 
of  Peckham,  on  April  29th,  a  son — 
William  George. 

Death 

McGuire. — Our  sincere  sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  McGuire, 
of  Drogheda,  whose  eldest  son,  Thomas, 
died  in  hospital  on  April  18th,  after  an 
illness  of  only  one  day. 


On  Active  Service 

With  deep  regret  we  have  heard  of  the 
death  of  Stanley  Pimm,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Pimm,  of  Wickford.  He  was  a 
sergeant  navigator — "  one  of  our  finest 
navigators,"  wrote  his  Commanding  Officer. 

We  have  also  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
Major  Ian  Mackenzie,  Royal  Engineers,  son 
of  Sir  Clutha  and  Lady  Mackenzie,  of  New 
Zealand,  has  been  reported  missing  on 
operations. 

Reported    Missing,    now    Known 
to  have  Died 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  from  the 
widow  of  our  late  St.  Dunstaner,  C.  J. 
Jeffries,  that  their  boy,  who  has  been 
missing  since  the  fall  of  Singapore,  is  now 
known  to  have  been  killed  while  trying  to 
escape  from  the  camp  in  March,  1942. 
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St.  Dunstaners  and  the   Election 

IN  1933,  Sir  Ian  Fraser  introduced  and  Parliament  passed  the  Blind  Voters  Act.  Before 
this  Act  was  passed,  a  blind  person  who  wanted  to  vote  had  to  disclose  to  the  Presiding 
Officer  and  the  agents  of  the  candidate  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he  wished 
to  vote,  and  his  paper  was  marked  for  him.  This  procedure  still  stands  and  can  be  used 
if  desired,  but  the  Blind  Voters  Act  introduced  a  new  and  better  procedure,  which  is  as 
follows  : — 

In  any  Parliamentary  or  Municipal  Election,  a  blind  voter  may  take  to  the  polling  booth 
a  companion,  who  may  be  any  other  person  having  a  vote  in  the  constituency,  or  his  or 
her  father,  mother,  wife  or  husband,  brother  or  sister,  son  or  daughter,  such  persons  being 
21  years  of  age,  to  mark  the  ballot  paper. 

If  the  blind  person  wishes  to  make  use  of  the  new  method,  he  must  tell  the  presiding 
officer  so,  and  that  he  has  brought  a  companion  to  mark  his  paper.  The  companion  must 
then  fill  in  and  sign  a  simple  declaration,  which  will  be  given  him  by  the  presiding  officer. 
This  declaration  merely  states  who  the  companion  is,  and  that  he  will  keep  his  knowledge 
of  the  vote  secret. 

Commenting  on  this  measure  at  the  time,  Sir  Ian  said :  "  Many  blind  people  do  not 
want  the  agents  of  the  candidates  to  know  which  way  they  are  voting.  The  vote  is,  after 
all,  a  secret,  and  if  somebody  has  to  know  how  the  blind  man  has  voted  he  would  much 
rather  it  was  his  own  trusted  relation  or  friend." 

On  Wednesday,  May  30th,  Sir  Ian  visited  the  Home  Office  and  consulted  with  high 
officials  and  the  Home  Secretary,  with  a  view  to  making  clear  how  men  at  present  in  our 
Hospital  at  Stoke  Mandeville  or  at  St.  Dunstan's  itself  would  be  able  to  vote.  The  next  day 
he  asked  a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  follows  : — 

If  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  had  any  statement  to  make  as  to  the  method 
whereby  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  who  are  still  serving,  but  who  are  in  hospital,  and  also  those 
who  have  recently  been  discharged,  but  are  still  retained  in  hospitals  or  in  training  institutions  like 
St.  Dunstan's,  may  register  their  votes  at  the  forthcoming  General  Election. 

Sir  Donald  Somervell  replied :  Any  person  on  the  Service  Register  may  apply  to  vote  by  post 
if  his  application  is  received  not  later  than  four  days  before  nomination  day.  As  the  qualifying 
date  for  the  May  Pxgister  was  January  31st,  this  will  cover  the  position  of  all  persons  who  have 
made  service  declarations  and  were  not  discharged  prior  to  that  date. 

This  is  not  very  enlightening,  but  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  staff  at 
Church  Stretton  and  Stoke  Mandeville  to  see  that  everybody  who  is  on  either  the  Civilian 
Register  or  the  Service  Register  shall  be  helped  to  register  his  vote  if  he  wishes  to  do  so. 

The  Blind  Voters  Act  was  only  one  of  our  Chairman's  many  activities  which  have  been 
of  value  to  St.  DunstaneoXiand  the  blind  community  generally.     There  was  also  the  Wireless 
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Telegraphy  (Blind  Persons  Facilities)  Act,  1926,  which  gave  to  every  blind  person  in  the 
land  a  free  wireless  licence,  and  also,  as  is  well  known,  he  has  been  a  champion  of  ex-Service 
men  generally  during  his  long  and  active  public  life. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  is  what  might  be  called  an  old  hand  at  electioneering.  He  fought  his 
first  battle  in  1922,  when  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  for  the  London  County  Council, 
winning  for  the  Conservative  cause  a  seat  that  had  been  held  by  Liberals  for  thirty  years. 
This  was  North  St.  Pancras.  He  entered  Parliament  for  the  same  constituency  two  years 
later,  defeating  a  Socialist.  He  was  in  turn  defeated  by  the  same  Socialist  in  1929,  but  came 
back  again  in  1931  and  again  in  1935.  He  has  thus  fought  five  major  elections,  of  which 
he  won  four  and  lost  one.  In  1937  he  resigned  his  Parliamentary  seat  in  order  to  take  office 
as  a  Governor  of  the  B.B.C.,  for  in  those  days  of  peace  Members  of  Parliament  were  excluded 
from  such  positions.  In  May  of  1940  he  was  returned  unopposed  under  the  Party  truce 
for  the  Lonsdale  Division  of  Lancaster,  which  constituency  he  is  fighting  again  this  time. 
A  few  weeks  later  he  was  re-appointed  a  Governor  of  the  B.B.C.,  under  the  authority  of  a 
special  certificate  issued  by  the  Prime  Minister,  certifying  that  the  appointment  was  required 
in  the  public  interest  for  purposes  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

St.  Dunstan's,  like  the  British  Legion,  has  no  Party  Politics,  but  we  need  champions 
of  the  ex-Service  cause  in  all  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons.  That  is  why  many,  we  are 
sure,  in  the  St.  Dunstan's  family  and  in  a  wider  ex-Service  field  outside  will  wish  him  good  luck. 


The   Birthday  Honours 
St.  Dunstan's  Represented 

As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  with  great 
pleasure  of  the  award  of  the  M.B.E. 
(Member  of  the  Order  of  the  British 
Empire)  to  Miss  Dorothy  Lloyd,  Head  of 
the  Braille  Room  at  Church  Stretton,  and 
of  the  B.E.M.  (British  Empire  Medal)  to 
our  St.  Dunstaner,  G.  W.  Killingbeck, 
head  instructor  at  St.  Dunstan's  Hospital 
Unit  at  Stoke  Mandeville. 

Miss  Lloyd,  a  member  of  the  British  Red 
Cross,  will  be  known  to  many  St.  Dun- 
staners  who  passed  through  the  braille 
room  during  the  last  war,  and  those  who 
came  to  us  between  the  wars.  She  is  now 
Head  of  the  Braille  Room  at  Church 
Stretton  for  the  men  of  the  new  war. 

Killingbeck  represents  that  fine  body  of 
St.  Dunstaners,  the  doubly  handicapped. 
He  lost  his  left  arm  as  well  as  his  sight  in 
Italy  in  1918.  For  some  years  he  was  a 
member  of  St.  Dunstan's  propaganda  staff, 
but  in  1943  he  responded  to  the  appeal  for 
braille  instructors  for  the  new  men,  and 
went  first  to  Church  Stretton  and  later  to 
Stoke  Mandeville,  where  he  is  now  head 
instructor. 

He  is  typical  of  many  St.  Dunstaners  of 
the  last  war  who  are  acting  as  instructors  in 
braille  and  typewriting,  braille  shorthand, 
and  all  kinds  of  handicrafts  to  the  new  men. 
Their  skill,  their  patience,  and,  above  all, 
their  fine  personal  inspiration,  has  been  an 


outstanding  feature  of  our  work  in  this  war, 
and  in  honouring  Killingbeck,  His  Majesty 
has  honoured  them  as  well. 

We  warmly  congratulate  Miss  Lloyd  and 
our  St.  Dunstaner  upon  the  honour  which 
has  been  conferred  upon  them. 

St.    Dunstan's,    India,    Post    Bag 

Correspondence  between  St.  Dunstan's 
outpost  at  Dehra  Dun  and  its  men  does  not 
altogether  follow  the  traditional  lines  we 
are  accustomed  to  at  home.  Here  is  a 
letter  to  Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie  from  Sepoy 
Turab  Ali,  writing  from  his  home  in 
Bengal,  where  he  is  absent  on  leave  : — 
"  Sir, 

Take  my  respectful  Good  Morning  and 
also  send  it  to  my  Honourable  Major. 
Then,  I  most  respectfully  beg  to  state,  it 
is  more  than  one  month  that  I  left  your 
kind  honour.  This  long  absence  from 
your  honour  gave  me  much  pain.  I  was 
quite  all  right  with  your  blessings.  But 
unfortunately  I  was  attacked  with  malaria 
for  which  I  got  admitted  in  the  hospital 
in  my  village.  By  the  grace  of  Almighty 
God  and  also  by  your  blessings  I  am  now 
feeling  better.  I  will  post  a  letter  to  your 
kind  honour  after  my  recovery,  then  you 
will  kindly  send  me  my  pass.  With  your 
blessings  I  have  finished  the  work  for  which 
I  took  the  money  from  you.  Bless  me  so 
that  I  may  meet  you  soon.  Kindly  send 
me  your  blessings  by  return  post." 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Derby  Sweepstake,  1945 
A  Record  Entry 

All  records  for  the  St.  Dunstan's  Sweep- 
stake for  St.  Dunstan's  men  only  have  been 
broken  this  year.  No  fewer  than  2,774 
tickets  were  sold,  six  hundred  more  than 
the  previous  highest  total  in  1931. 

The  draw  took  place  at  our  Massage 
Hostel  at  12  Park  Crescent,  on  Wednesday, 
June  6th,  and  was  made  by  St.  Dunstaners 
Llew  Davies  and  Paddy  Humphreys,  in  the 
presence  of  Matron  Walker,  Mr.  Mace, 
Commander  Smyth,  the  Editor  of  the 
Review,   and  many  massage  trainees. 

The  sale  of  the  tickets  produced  the  sum 
of  £346  15s.  As  announced,  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  total  has  been  devoted  to  our 
Comforts  Fund,  which  therefore  benefits  to 
the  extent  of  £34  13s.  6d.  After  deducting 
£10  Is.  6d.  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  and 
postage,  the  sum  of  £302  remains  to  be 
distributed  in  accordance  with  the  rules  as 
follows  : — 
First   (50%)    £151  0s.    C.  E.  Beaufoy 

(2033). 
Second  (20%)      £60  8s.  E.  J.  Summers 

(2552). 
Third  (10%)      £30  4s.  G.  A.  Brown 

(1664). 

Blue  Water  and  Forester  did  not  start  in 
the  race,  leaving  £60  8s.  (20%)  to  be  shared 
among  twenty-four  runners.  Holders  of 
these  tickets  therefore  receive  £2  10s.  4d. 
each. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  lucky  prize- 
winners in  this   record  Victory  Derby. 

The  full  result  of  the  draw  was  as  follows  : 

Horse  Name  Ticket  No. 

Audentes  D.  McCarthy,  Stoke  2357 

Mandeville 
Avalanche  Bob  Cooke,  Church  Stretton  2104 

Black  Peter         A.  Morgan,  York  1241 

Blue  Water  T.  Aspinall,  Stoke  Mande-  2274 

ville 
Chamossaire         H.  Greatrex,  Stoke  2322 

Mandeville 
Concentration    H.  A.  Hammett,  Oxford       1251 
Court  Martial    G.  A.  Brown,  N.W.2  1664 

Dante  C.  E.  Beaufoy,  Little  2033 

Stretton 
Edenbridge  W.  Sankey,  Aberystwyth         228 

Fordham  P.  Baker,  Church  Stretton     2236 

Forester  E.  Beckham,  Kenton  113 

Gaekwar's  G.  J.  Boultwood,  2688 

Pride  Romford 

High  Peak  E.  Foster,  Croxley  Green     1751 

Manuchehr  S.  W.  Tutton,  Rhondda  530 

Midas  E.  J.  Summers,  Eastleigh      2552 

Paper  Weight      S.  Game,  Blackpool  183 

Preciptic  T.  Rogers,  Church  Stretton    471    * 

Prediction  W.  Dale,  Midhurst  2174 


Prince  Val 
Rio  Largo 
Rising  Light 
Royal  Charger 
Sapper 
Sorrento 
Sun  Storm 
The  Chiseller 
Train  Bleu 
Vicinity 
Wood  Note 
The  Field 


W.  Wilson,  St.  Helen's  1670 
W.  Biggs,  Leicester  600 

F.  Morgan,  Bristol  386 

G.  J.  Boultwood,  Romford  43 
E.  J.  Lloyd,  Cardiff  1716 
M.  Delaney,  Park  Crescent  1910 
A.  H.  Rodgers,  Barrow  2384 
A.  C.  Rodgers,  Wrexham  1012 
T.  Milner,  Liverpool  701 
G.  L.  Douglas,  Osterley  810 
M.  Burran,  W.l  2374 
S.  Ash,  Exeter                         1608 


Ex-Prisoners  Meet 

Twenty-five  St.  Dunstaners,  who  were 
prisoners  of  war,  were  the  guests  of  the 
Chairman  at  a  lunch  on  May  5th  to  welcome 
home  from  Germany  Major  David  L. 
Charters,  the  Liverpool  ophthalmic  surgeon, 
who  twice  refused  repatriation  so  that  he 
might  continue  his  treatment  of  them  in 
the  German  camp,  and  to  thank  also  Lord 
Normanby,  who,  after  teaching  himself 
braille,  organised  the  braille  and  instruc- 
tional school,  with  the  use  of  materials  sent 
by  St.  Dunstan's  and  the  Red  Cross. 

Captain  E.  Halloway,  who  also  comes 
from  Liverpool,  and  was  blinded  while 
serving  with  the  Merchant  Navy,  expressed 
the  sincere  thanks  of  the  men  to  Lord 
Normanby  and  Major  Charters,  sentiments 
which  were  warmly  supported  by  B.  Bright, 
L.  W.  Cook  and  D.  Parmenter  on  behalf 
of  all  the  ex-prisoners. 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  H.  G.  M. 
Strutt,  of  the  Comforts  Section,  British 
Red  Cross,  who  acted  as  braille  corres- 
pondent and  liaison  officer  throughout  the 
men's  captivity,  and  Rifleman  Diamond, 
who  acted  as  an  orderly  to  the  blinded  men 
in  their  camp.  A  regretted  absentee  was 
the  well-known  Australian  cricketer,  R.  G. 
Williams,  who  had  instructed  the  men  in 
braille. 


National  Egg  Laying  Trials 

8th  Period,  23rd  April— 20th 

May 

Test 

wtion            Name 

Score 

1  G.  C.  Jackson         

2  C.  Mcintosh            

919 

735 

3     P.  Holmes 

731 

4  J.  Campbell             

5  T.  Gregory 

6  A.  Jarvis 

727 
724 
681 

7     M.  Watson-Brown 

622 

8     A.  Chaffin 

593 

9     E.  H.  Carpenter     

10     W.  Alan  Smith       

565 
526 

Average  per  bird,  121.18. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Assuredly  no  one  will  ever  forget  the 
deeply-felt  suspense  of  Monday,  May  7th — 
the  breathless  attention  to  every  wireless 
report.  Had  we  arrived  at  the  historical 
moment  ?  Were  we  really  "  in  at  the 
death "  of  the  diabolical  nightmare  in 
Europe  ? 

Wise  forethought  had  prepared  sug- 
gestions for  the  two-day  holiday  here, 
whenever  it  might  come.  So  on  the 
Tuesday  morning  our  huge  Central  Hall  was 
full  to  overflowing  for  the  short  Thanks- 
giving Service,  conducted  by  Padre  Nugee 
— exactly  what  we  needed.  Then  the 
Bursar,  Mr.  Bartlett,  read  Sir  Ian's  letter 
announcing,  among  other  things,  that 
every  trainee  would  receive  £5,  of  which 
he  could  draw  £1  at  once ;  but  not  even 
a  queue  of  about  two  hundred  could  upset 
Mr.  Banks'  calm  efficiency!  Picnics  and 
tandeming  being  debarred  by  thunder- 
storms, an  impromptu  afternoon  party  in 
the  Hall  was  handy  for  the  ever-open 
Canteen.  An  evening  dance  completed 
a  Great  Day.  On  the  Wednesday,  a  special 
morning  Cinema  Show,  and  such  an  evening 
Celebration  Concert  (entirely  without  out- 
side help).  The  audience  were  seated  round 
little  tables,  continuously  supplied  with 
both  eats  and  drinks ;  they  obviously 
enjoyed  being  called  on  to  give  tongue  in 
well-known  choruses  between  all  the  items. 
An  impromptu  Competition  between  repre- 
sentatives of  Longmynd,  Denehurst,  Brock- 
hurst,  the  V.A.D.s  and  the  male  staff — 
judged  by  the  audience — was  a  novelty  that 
caused  much  interest,  partisanship  and 
admiration  for  the  volunteers.  Jack 
Newton,  of  Longmynd  (just  arrived !)  won 
the  prize  with  his  song,  "  County  Down.'' 
Bob  Bridger's  attempted  obligato  accom- 
paniments to  songs  unknown  to  him  surely 
deserve  a  medal  for  courage!  Mr.  Claude 
Bampton's  "  Song  of  Victory  "  went  with 
a  rousing  swing  which  augurs  well  for  his 
success  with  it  in  the  Gaumont-British 
Competition.  A  grand  two  days — "  Let 
yourselves  go,  but  not  too  far!  " 

Everyone  will  have  been  thrilled  reading 
of  the  recent  Aries  polar  flight  from 
Shawbury,  near  here.  Hearing  that  Harry 
Devonport,  formerly  a  member  of  Wing 
Commander  McKinlay's  crew,  was  here, 
the  aerodrome  officers  invited  him  and 
Mr.  Carter  over  to  lunch,  and  to  be  present 
at  the  Aries'   return.     She  landed   within 


one  minute  of  the  time  wirelessed  from  one 
hundred  miles  away.  "  Hallo,  chaps,"  said 
Wing  Commander  McKinlay,  on  stepping 
out  of  the  plane ;  and,  after  a  bath,  he 
joined  them  all  as  though  a  non-stop  flight 
of  over  4,000  miles  in  eighteen  and  a  half 
hours  was  nothing  unusual! 

All  who  knew  George  Allen,  the  first 
trainee  to  go  out  from  our  upholstery 
department,  will  congratulate  him  on 
doing  well  in  his  job  at  Armstrong's,  of 
Hull,  ships'  furnishers,  earning  Trade 
Union  wages.  And  Bill  Phillips,  at  Beres- 
ford  and  Hicks,  is  also  making  a  success 
in  the  same  line  and  is  now  teaching  an 
apprentice. 

It  is  so  nice  to  have  Thelma  and  Brenda 
back  at  Belmont,  and  helping  trainees  with 
extra  braille  reading  ;  what  a  number  of 
helpers  St.  Dunstan's  has  produced! 

The  Musical  Circle  maintains  its  regular 
monthly  fixtures ;  Thorpe  Bates  was  the 
guest  artist  at  the  last  concert. 

Another  Massage  Class  has  left  us  for 
Part  II  of  their  training  in  London — Rex 
Theobald,  Paddy  Humphreys,  Bill  Shaw, 
and  Llew  Davies.  The  best  of  luck  to 
them,  as  they  surely  deserve. 

A  Dramatic  Company  from  the  R.A.P.C. 
gave  us  a  jolly  good  performance  of 
"  Without  the  Prince  "  one  evening.  Many 
thanks. 

Further  social  evenings  have  been 
arranged — a  big  one  at  the  Central  Hall, 
including  a  Quiz,  and  another  at  Dene- 
hurst. What  happens  when  you  cross  the 
80th  meridian  {a)  from  east  to  west,  and 
(b)  from  west  to  east? 

Visiting  musical  entertainers  have  in- 
cluded the  Arden  Singers'  Variety  Concert ; 
the  B.B.C.  Midland  Light  Orchestra,  Con- 
ductor, Rae  Jenkins  *;  Issy  Bonn  ;  R.A.O.C. 
Coddon  Band  and  Concert  Party  from 
Donnington ;  Felix  Mendelssohn  and  his 
Hawaiian  Serenaders  (the  real  thing) ;  and 
dance  bands  from  the  K. S.L.I. ,  Monkmoor 
R.A.F.,  the  Mortar  Training  Band,  and 
Shrewsbury  and  Shawbury  R.A.F.  Dance 
invitations  accepted  from  Condover  R.A.F., 
British  Legion,  Dorrington,  Mortar  Train- 
ing Centre,  Shrewsbury,  and  Shawbury 
R.A.F. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  Tests  : — 

Braille  Writing.— A.  H.  Bosley,  T. 
Niccol,  J.  White. 
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Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — A.  Cart- 
wright,  T.  Rogers,  J.  Walch. 

Braille     Reading     (Interline). — 

J.  Doughty,  T.  Daborn,  P.  Matthews,    L. 
Robinson,  E.  King,  P.  Spencer. 

Typing.— D.  Beattie,  H.  Chrystal,  A.  D. 
Moore,  D.  McConnell,  R.  Gadsby,  J.  Cruse, 
J.  Brimelow,  H.  Hines,  J.  Colbert,  W. 
Kennedy,  C.  R.  Wilson,  T.  Tatchell,  J.  C. 
Carney,  R.  Pilon,  G.  Stanley,  M.  Lees, 
D.  Ferguson,  A.  Cartwright,  T.  Tasker, 
A.  R.  Cook,  R.  Phillips. 

From  the   Chairman's  Post-Bag 

The  writer  of  the  following  letter  is 
Corporal  M.  E.  Barrett,  who  was  blinded 
in  the  fighting  in  the  Middle  East,  and  was 
trained  at  Tembani,  South  Africa. 

Dear  Sir  Ian, 

In  your  last  letter  you  asked  me  to  tell 
you  something  about  my  farming  opera- 
tions. 

First  of  all  I  must  tell  you  that  I  have  the 
initial  advantage  of  being  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  land  I  am  farming.  I  have 
lived  here  all  my  life  with  the  exception  of 
the  years  at  school  and  in  the  army. 

The  land  I  am  farming  is  about  3,400 
acres  in  extent,  and  a  large  proportion  of 
it  is  under  agriculture.  Our  chief  crops 
are  wheat,  mealies  and  fodder  crops  for  the 
cattle  in  winter.  We  also  grow  quite  a  lot 
of  potatoes,  sunflowers,  beans,  and  such  like 
whenever  one  of  the  main  crops  fail,  which 
is  fairly  frequently. 

I  will  not  pretend  that  the  handicap  of 
blindness  is  not  a  great  one.  There  are, 
however,  many  things  which  a  blind  man 
can  do  for  himself  just  as  efficiently  as  one 
who  can  see.  For  instance,  the  condition  of 
soil  and  its  suitability  for  planting  can  be 
judged  just  as  well  by  feel  as  by  sight, 
perhaps  better ;  in  the  same  way  the 
condition  of  crops  and  their  degree  of 
maturity  can  be  equally  well  judged.  The 
one  thing  one  misses  is  the  general  effect  of 
large  fields,  and  the  process  of  judging  is, 
of  course,  slower  and  more  laborious. 
Farm  machinery,  provided  one  has  a  bit  of 
a  mechanical  mind,  can  be  repaired  quite 
effectively.  I  run  my  own  mills,  sawmills, 
etc.,  worked  partly  by  steam  and  partly  by 
diesel  engine  power. 

As  a  side  line  I  run  a  fair  sized  herd  of 
Jersey  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and,  of 
course,   for   our   own   use   as   well.     The 


condition  of  animals  can  be  just  as  well 
judged  by  feel,  provided  you  know  what  to 
look  for,  as  by  any  other  means.  Milking, 
if  you  wish  to  do  it  personally,  presents  no 
problem. 

Perhaps  a  word  on  recreation  would  not 
come  amiss.  Apart  from  horseback  riding, 
which  is  part  of  my  daily  routine,  my  chief 
form  of  sport  is  fishing.  It  affords  me  no 
end  of  pleasure.  Whether  fly,  lure  or  bait 
fishing,  in  fresh  or  salt  water,  I  find  that  I 
can  compete  with  a  fair  measure  of  success. 
This  is  perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  I  was  a 
keen  fisherman  before  I  was  blinded,  but  I 
do  think  that  many  other  similarly  handi- 
capped men  could  get  immense  pleasure 
from  fishing  if  once  they  started. 

I  would  like  to  say,  in  conclusion,  how 
tremendously  I  appreciate  all  that  St. 
Dunstan's  has  done  for  me  in  giving  me  a 
new  outlook  on  life,  and  imparting  to  me 
some    of    its    wonderful    spirit. 

M.  E.  Barrett. 
Leribe,  Basutoland,  South  Africa. 

St,  Dunstaner's  Broadcast  to 
Holland 

At  the  end  of  April  our  Dutch  St. 
Dunstaner,  Reinder  Waas,  made  a  short 
record  in  Dutch  for  the  B.B.C.,  in  which  he 
told  his  countrymen  of  St.  Dunstan's  and 
of  his  training  here.  This  was  to  have  been 
broadcast  on  the  Overseas  Service  on 
May  8th,  but  as  this  proved  to  be  VE  Day 
it  was  postponed.  On  May  15th,  therefore, 
his  relatives  and  friends  in  Holland  were 
delighted  to  hear  his  voice  on  the  radio — 
but  more  delighted  to  meet  him  again  in 
person,  for  Rein  was  given  a  fortnight's 
leave  and  he  arrived  home  just  in  time  for 
his  broadcast,  although  he  just  missed 
hearing  it  himself. 

Rein  found  his  relatives  fairly  well, 
considering  the  circumstances,  and  he  asks 
us  to  pass  on  to  his  St.  Dunstan's  friends 
his  family's  warmest  good  wishes. 

New  War  Placings 

H.  Greasley,  of  Coventry,  has  started 
inspection  work  with  Morris  Motors ;  Rufus 
Jones,  of  Forestfach,  Swansea,  is  now  work- 
ing on  a  hand  press  with  Messrs.  R.  T.  Metal 
Productions,  Ltd.;  C.  Hobbs,  of  Kingsbury, 
has  begun  work  as  a  telephone  operator  at 
the  Midland  Bank  Stationery  Department  y 
A.  Morgan,  of  Tanghall,  Yorkshire,  is  back 
on  his  pre-war  job  with  Messrs.  Rowntree 
&c  Co.,  as  a  cocoa  nib  hopper  worker. 
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The  British  Legion  Conference 

Men  of  two  wars  attended  the  British 
Legion  Conference,  which  was  held  in 
London  during  Whitsun  week.  Brigadier 
General  E.  R.  Fitzpatrick  and  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  were  appointed  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman  respectively. 

Here  are  some  points  from  the  speeches 
which  were  given  prominence  in  the  British 
Press  : 

Major  General  Sir  Frederick  Maurice 
(President)  :  Speaking  generally,  and  re- 
membering what  they  have  been  told  of  the 
slump  and  unemployment  after  the  last 
war,  the  Servicemen  were  sceptical  of 
promises.  They  wanted  a  secure  peace  and 
the  means  of  maintaining  it.  They  meant 
to  see  that  their  sons  and  grandsons  would 
not  have  to  go  through  World  War  III. 

Brigadier  General  E.  R.  Fitzpatrick : 
Two  vital  questions  affecting  the  return 
of  ex- Servicemen  to  civilian  life  had  yet  to 
be  settled  by  the  Government — their  accept- 
ance of  a  training  for  membership  by  trade 
unions,  and  preference  in  employment. 
The  Minister  had  given  certain  assurances 
about  the  position  of  men  and  women 
after  training,  and  had  stated  that  he  was 
prepared  to  discuss  the  matter  further  with 
the  Legion,  so  the  door  was  left  open. 

Major  Sir  Brunei  Cohen  :  The  Legion, 
if  it  was  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  public 
and  remain  true  to  its  aims  and  objects, 
must  represent  the  men  and  women  of  this 
war  in  at  least  equal  proportion  to  those 
of  the  last. 

A  resolution  asking  the  Government  to 
appoint  a  select  committee  for  the  complete 
overhaul  of  Service  pensions,  proposed  by 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  on  behalf  of  the  National 
Executive  Council,  was  carried  unanim- 
ously. It  urged  that  pensions  should  be 
supplemented  up  to  £600  a  year,  so  that 
the  standard  of  living  of  those  who  earned 
more  before  the  war  should  not  be  radically 
reduced,  the  payment  of  family  allowances 
at  Ministry  rates  to  all  war  pensioners 
irrespective  of  when  the  marriage  took  place, 
with  contingent  rights  for  war  widows,  and 
payment  of  a  minimum  personal  pension  of 
£3  10s.  a  week  for  unemployable  disabled 
pensioners. 

The  Conference  decided  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  not  to  amend  the 
Charter  to  include  Home  Guards. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

Gertrude  Loram  (Brixham)  on  May  31st, 
to  Trooper  Ernest  Bugbee,  Royal  Canadian 
Armoured  Regiment. 

Sapper  T.  W.  J.  Gidney  (Morden)  on 
May  22nd,  to  L-Cpl.  N.  George,  A.T.S.,  by 
special  licence. 

Nora  Billingham  (Northampton)  on  April 
14th,  to  Signaller  Ronald  Perrin,  R.N. 

Josephine  Mary  (Joy)  Sephton  (St. 
Helen's),  on  May  9th,  to  Cpl.  William 
Whitaker,  U.S.A.A.F. 

Irene  Rose  White  (Wembley)  on  May 
21st,  to  A.B.  Norman  Battley,  R.N. 

In  March,  Arthur  Kempe  (Redruth)  to 
Miss  Mary  Laity. 

In  December,  1944,  Dunstan  Champniss 
(Bovingdon)  to  Miss  Mary  Livingstone- 
Logan  Smith. 

June  3rd,  Joan  Betty  Ollington  (Earls- 
field)  to  Frederick  Charles  Smith,  late  R.E. 

June  16th,  Tom  Tuxford  (Redditch)  to 
Nurse  Pat  Warner. 

Reginald  Barnes  (High  Wycombe)  on 
May  20th,  to  Signalwoman  ]oan  Gant, 
A.T.S. 

Home  Again 

Welcome  home  to  the  ex-prisoner  of  war 
sons  of  F.  P.  Fishwick,  of  St.  Helen's, 
J.  Donnelly,  of  Blyth,  P.  Featherstone,  of 
North  Ferriby,  J.  Williams,  of  Hampton, 
E.  Fearn,  of  East  Leake,  T.  Murphy,  of 
Bedlington,  P.  T.  Maskell,  of  Rochester, 
and  to  Donald  Curtis,  the  nephew  of 
T.  H.  Marshall,  of  Worcester,  whose  home 
is  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall.  W.  J. 
Galloway's  son  is  also  home  in  Oxford 
after  being  a  prisoner  for  four  years,  and 
there  was  a  grand  reunion  with  his  brother, 
who  has  also  arrived  home  for  a  month's 
leave  from  Italy. 

Wounded,  but  on  Service  Again 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Lee,  of  Moorends,  near 
Doncaster,  had  a  grand  surprise  just  after 
VE  Day,  when  their  son,  whom  they  knew 
had  been  very  badly  wounded,  but  whom 
they  hadn't  heard  from  for  some  time, 
arrived  home  unexpectedly.  He  is  better 
now  and  is  back  in  Holland  again. 

Promotion 

Congratulations  to  Gordon  Clare,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Clare,  of  Brockenhurst, 
who  has  been  appointed  Staff  Captain, 
Royal  Engineers,  Technical. 
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Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Batten,  Gunner  D.  (Bridgwater),  R.A. 

Benning,  L.A.C.  A.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Benning,  Sgmn.  R.,  Allied  Airborne  Army. 

Best,  Trooper  L.  W.,  Royal  Tank  Regt. 

Best,  Pte.  G.  A.,  Royal  West  Kents. 

Brookes,  Pte.  C.  V.  (Southampton),  P.T.W. 

Burdis,  L.A.C.  W.,  R.A.F.  Regt. 

Champniss,  A.B.  A.  C,  Royal  Navy. 

Christian,  Pte.,  A.T.S. 

Clevitt,  Cpl.  R.,  R.E.M.E. 

Cole,  Pte.  F.  L.  (Southampton),  Royal  Fusiliers. 

Coates,  Pte.  V   (Hutton),  Beds',  and  Herts.  Regt. 

Collyer,  L.A.C.  W.  (New  Barnet),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Collinge,  Spr.  W.  T.,  Royal  Engineers. 

Cook,  L.A.C.  A.  (Waltham  Cross),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Curnow,  A.B.  William  (Camborne),  Royal  Navy. 

Dolby,  Tel.  T.  O.,  Royal  Navy. 

Dolby,  Tel.  K.,  Royal  Navy. 

Duncan,  Sgt.  D.  A.  (Carshalton),  Royal  Air  Force. 

Durkin,  Pte.  M.  R.,  A.T.S.  (M.T.T.C.) 

Exall,  Cpl.,  Royal  Air  Force. 

Fallowfield,  Pte.  Marjorie,  A.T.S. 

Farmery,  P.O.  E.  J.,  Royal  Navy. 

Fearn,  Marine  George,  Royal  Marines. 

Game,  Bandsman  E.,  Queen's  Royal  Regt. 

Game,  Craftsman  C.  H.,  R.F..M.E. 

Gidney,  Sapper  J.,  Royal  Engineers. 

Guiseley,  Leading  Radio  Mechanic,  R.N.A.S. 

Hammett,  Sgt.  A.  H. 

Handley,  Cpl.  R.,  R.A.C. 

Hills,  Corporal  Kathleen  (Ramsgate)    W.A.A.F. 

Jones,  Driver  M.  I.  (Slough),  T.B.D. 

Keegan,  Spr.  P.  (Cork),  T.R.E. 

Kempe,  Spr.  S.  P.  (Redruth),  Royal  Engineers. 

Kirby,  Lieut.  A.  (London,  S.W.20),  R.A. 

Macpherson,  Pilot  Officer  W.  J.  (Windsor),  Royal 

Air  Force. 
Megson,  Cpl.  R.  W.,  S.E.A.A.F. 
Mortimer,  L.A.C.  H.  (Hull),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Murphy,  Fireman  J.  (Glasgow),  Royal  Navy. 
Oldfield,  Pte.  T.,  P.T.W. 
Parker,  A.B.  R.  G  (Oxford),  Royal  Navy. 
Parnell,     Marine    J.     A.    (Thundersley),     Royal 

Marines. 
Paul,  Sgt.  W.,  Royal  Air  rjorce. 
Paul,  Cabin  Boy  John,  Royal  Navy. 
Peacey,  L.A.C.  S.  M.  G.1  (Southgate),  Royal  Air 

Force. 
Peters,  Dvr.  S.  (Liverpool),  Royal  Artillery. 
Plunkett,  R.  M.,  Royal  Navy. 
Power,    L-Cpl.     John    (London,     S.W.),     Green 

Howards. 
Scally,  Marine  J.  C,  R^yal  Marines. 
Shepherd,  L/M.  I.  (Leighton  Buzzard),  Royal  Nvay.  ' 
Shields,  O.S.  J.  (Leigh),  R.N.A.S. 
Smy,  Seaman  Harry,  Royal  Navy. 
Spackman,    C.S.M.    (Dagenham),    Royal   Fusiliers. 
Spackman,  Cpl.,  Italian  Pioneer  Coy. 
Spackman,  C-Sgt.  G.,  D.L.I. 
Spackman,  Pte.  M.,  A.T.S. 
Spackman,  Bdr.,  R.E.T.t). 
Spackman,  Pte.  E.,  A.T.S. 
Tarleton,  Gnr.  R.,  School  of  Artillery. 
Tibbs,  Pte.  L.,  R.A.S.C.    I 
Thompson,  Sister  E.  M.  (Bexhill),  Nursing  Service, 

B  L  A 
Thorpe,' Driver  R.  H.  (Cklmsford),  R.A.S.C. 
Wernham,  L.A.C,  Royal  Air  Force. 
Whitelam,  Cadet  P.  T.  (Westcliff),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Williams,  Pte.  W.  L.  (Birmingham),  Lanes.  Regt. 


A    Suggested    Broadcast    on    the 
coming  Braille  Championship 

Hello  Listeners !  This  is  your  announcer, 
Dot  Dodger,  broadcasting  on  wave-length 
1.2.3.4.5.6.  from  Puzzlem,  where  a  goodly 
number  of  dot-chasers  are  gathered  for  the 
Braille  Championship.  The  course  has  duly 
been  prepared  with  malice  aforethought. 
First,  let  me  give  you  the  low-down  on  the 
strange  fraternity  who  use  this  mysterious 
method  for  education  and  mental  exercise. 
Though  they  may  be  observed  forcibly 
saluting  lamp-posts,  bassinets,  or  anything 
else  that  may  be  in  their  way  as  they  range 
abroad,  or  climbing  walls  looking  for  the 
entrance  to  a  building,  they  are  mostly  quite 
normal,  walking  in  the  upright  position, 
and  taking  food  and  drink  through  the 
mouth  (especially  the  latter). 

Well,  there's  been  plenty  of  excitement. 
Pumicestone  Pete  and  Vaseline  Val  have 
had  a  special  preparation  ;  and,  while  they 
didn't  seem  very  happy  about  their  effort, 
they  appeared  to  go  rather  better  than 
usual.  Then  we  had  Sensitive  Sam — his 
style  and  speed  were  extremely  good,  but 
I  thought  his  verbal  technique  lacked  polish. 
Next  came  Hard  Touch,  looking  a  trifle 
heavy  as  usual,  for  weight  has  always  been 
his  trouble  ;  I  thought  his  getting  over  the 
ellipsis  a  trifle  ponderous,  whilst  his 
approach  to  the  brackets  was  a  little 
uncertain,  but  he  finished  much  better  than 
he  expected.  There  seems  to  be  a  stir  down 
there!  Yes,  it's  Nifty  Digit,  the  favourite 
— he's  just  taking  his  stance — he's  off, 
moving  very  smoothly — now  he's  gathering 
speed.  Ah!  that  asterisk  steadied  him  up 
a  bit,  but  he  has  recovered  and  is  forging 
ahead.  "  What  do  you  think,  Dr.  Moon?  " 
"  Well,  it's  a  little  advanced  for  me,  but 
they  all  seem  to  have  done  extremely  well ; 
1  wouldn't  like  the  judges'  task  of  deciding 
who  is  the  winner." 

And  there  we  must  leave  them  ;  the  result 
will  be  broadcast  in  a  later  bulletin.  So  this 
is  Dot  Dodger  wishing  the  best  of  luck  to 
all  dot-chasers. 

Honour 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Meckin's  son,  Harry,  a 
paratrooper,  has  won  the  immediate  award 
of  the  Military  Medal.  Harry  has  been 
wounded  in  the  hand  and  arm,  but  is  going 
on  well. 
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"In  #«norg" 


Private  Harold  George  Weeks,  Royal  Field  Artillery 

Wi  h  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  G.  Weeks,  of  Bristol. 

From  September,  1914,  to  April,  1918,  he  served  with  the  Royal  Field  Artillery,  lie  came  to  St. 
Dunstan's  in  July  of  that  year  and  was  trained  in  mats  and  netting.  He  continued  with  netting  until  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  when  his  health  began  to  fail ;  he  became  suddenly  worse  and  he  passed  away  on 
April  12th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Kingswood  Parish  Church.  There  were  many  wreaths,  including  one 
from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Weeks  and  her  family. 

Corporal  Samuel  H.  Queate,  EA.S.C. 

We  deeply  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  S.  H.  Queate,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa.  He  had 
been  in  failing  health  for  a  considerable  time,  and  he  passed  away  peacefully  after  a  heart  attack  on  March  18th. 

This  St.  Dunstaner,  who  served  in  East  Africa  during  the  Great  War,  was  not  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's 
benefits  until  1931.  His  blindness  was  a  direct  result  of  his  war  service,  but  he  retained  useful  sight  for  some 
years  after  the  war.  He  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's,  England,  for  training,  but  was  settled  as  a  poultry 
farmer  by  the  South  African  Committee.  He  spent  a  few  weeks  at "  Tembani  "  in  1943,  and  many  St.  Dunstaners 
who  were  there  then  will  remember  him. 

St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  at  his  funeral  by  members  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Committee.  Wreaths 
were  sent  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  S.A.  Committee,  the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch,  and  Mrs. 
Chadwick  Bates. 

We  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  London  join  with  South  Africa  in  extending  our  deep  sympathy  to  his  widow. 


Births 

Evans. — On    May   23rd,    to    the    wife    of 

W.    G.   Evans,   of  Glascote,   near  Tam- 

worth,-a  daughter,  Sandra  Peta. 
Francis. — On   May   6th,   to   the   wife    of 

G.  W.  Francis,  of  Morley,  a  son. 
Hollamby. — On  May  15th,  to  the  wife  of 

L.  Hollamby,  of  Oldham  (new  war),  a 

son. 
Nicol. — On    May    18th,    to    the    wife    of 

J.  Nicol,  of  Hebburn,  Durham  (new  war), 

a  son,  Joseph  Hart. 
Whyte. — On    June    6th,    to    the    wife    of 

F.   Whyte,   of  Johnstone   (new   war),   a 

son,  Michael. 

Marriage 

Higgs — Bates. — On  May  12th,  at  Warfield 
Parish  Church,  T.  Higgs  (trainee)  to  Miss 
W.  Bates. 

On  Active  Service 

With  deep  regret  we  hear  that  Richard 
Curnow,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curnow,  of 
Cambourne,  was  drowned  at  sea  on 
December  14th  last,  through  enemy  action. 
Richard  was  a  First  Class  Stoker  in  the 
Royal  Navy. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F 
Levett,  Worthing,  May  12th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  Clarke,  St.  Helens,  June  14th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  T.  West,  Minster,  June  16th; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Durkin,  Blackpool,  June 
26th. 


A  Fine  Family  Record 

G.  Lawlor,  of  Leamore,  near  Walsall, 
must  surely  hold  the  record  for  his  serving 
sons.  He  says  himself  that  his  family  is 
known  in  the  district  as  the  Fighting 
Lawlor s.     Here  is  their  proud  record. 

William  served  as  a  coxswain  to  Lord 
Louis  Mountbatten  on  board  H.M.S.  Kelly 
until  she  went  down  with  all  guns  firing  at 
Crete.  The  crew  had  to  dive  into  a  sea  of 
blazing  oil,  with  the  enemy  machine- 
gunning  them  until  they  were  rescued. 
William  had  severe  face  burns  and  is  now 
invalided  out. 

Matthew  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Royal 
Ulster  Rifles  ;  he  was  at  Dunkirk  and  was 
invalided  out. 

George,  serving  in  the  Royal  Navy  as  a 
Sick  Berth  Attendant,  was  injured  while 
carrying  wounded  ashore ;  he  too  is 
invalided  out. 

Patrick,  who  has  served  for  some 
seventeen  years  with  the  Army  and  Navy, 
is  now  a  Petty  Officer. 

Thomas  is  Acting  Petty  Officer  in  the 
Royal  Navy. 

Frank  is  a  Leading  Air  Fitter  in  the 
Fleet  Air  Arm. 

Henry  (seventeen)  has  just  joined  the 
Merchant  Navy,  Anhur  is  a  member  of 
Walsall  Naval  Cadets,  and  Christopher, 
aged  twelve,  is  still  at  school. 

Lawlor  himself  is  a  veteran  of  the  Boer 
War. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

BRITAIN  has  always  been  a  notable  exporter  of  ideas  as  well  as  of  goods.  This  is  true 
in  the  field  of  social  service  and  particularly  in  the  blind  world.  Blind  welfare  started 
in  Britain  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  the  idea  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 
There  is  no  more  complete  system  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  than  that  in  Britain.  In  the 
same  way,  after  the  last  war,  St.  Dunstaners,  returning  to  their  own  countries,  spread  the 
gospel  of  St.  Dunstan's  to  the  Dominions.  These  countries,  being  relatively  new,  had 
no  very  highly  developed  services  and  the  care  of  the  blind  was  to  some  extent  in  its  early 
stages.  Our  blinded  men  went  back  to  their  homes  with  a  new  vision  and  a  new  message. 
A  great  development  followed— a  renaissance  in  the  blind  world  of  Canada,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  South  Africa.  National  organisations  now  cover  the  whole  of  these  Dominions, 
and  the  St.  Dunstaners  who  carried  that  message  are  their  leaders. 

Now,  as  the  outcome  of  the  new  war,  similar  schemes  and  developments  are  taking 
place  in  the  Colonies.  The  advice  of  St.  Dunstan's  has  been  asked  by  the  Colonial 
Governments.  Mr.  Askew  sits  with  me  on  a  Colonial  Office  Conference  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind.  Recently  there  was  an  invitation  to  St.  Dunstan's  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  to  send  out  an  officer  to  West  Africa  to  consider  how  blinded  West  African 
ex-servicemen  can  best  be  helped.  The  Commandant,  Air  Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre, 
undertook  the  mission.  He  flew  there  and  back,  covering  a  distance  of  more  than  ten 
thousand  miles,  and  visiting  all  four  Colonies  concerned — Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  the  Gold 
Coast,  and  Nigeria.  He  interviewed  a  number  of  blinded  men  from  the  Royal  West  African 
Field  Forces,  some  of  whom,  he  said,  showed  some  alarm  that  the  English  "  bird  man  "  had 
come  to  suggest  changes  in  their  way  of  life.  The  Commandant  has  now  prepared  a  most 
valuable  an4  interesting  report  on  the  subject. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  development  of  St.  Dunstan's  message.  There  will 
be  in  all  probability  only  a  few  West  African  and  other  Colonial  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen 

!    blinded  in  tpe  war,  but  their  welfare  and  training  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  great  movement 
to  better  ttte  lot.  of  the  Empire  blind  generally. 

.  Even  .before  the  West  African  visit,  the  policy  had  started  in  India,  where  Sir  Clutha 
^Maekejizii^ a. blinded  officer  of  the  last .  war,  who  had  been  mainly  responsible  for  the 
excellent  organisation  for  the  war-blinded  and  general  blind  in  New  Zealand,  had  set  up  a 
St.  Dunstan's  Home  at  Dehra  Dun,  India.  Already  excellent  work  has  been  done  there  on 
behalf  of  some  seventy  war-blinded  Indians.  There  have  been  difficulties,  for  in  India 
many  problems  arise  which  do  not  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  but  they  have  been 
overcome^nd  the  Home  makes  splendid  progress  with  the  training  of  its  men.  Soon 
Sir  Clutha  will  be  joined  by  a  young  blinded  soldier  of  this  war,  Captain  K.  Revis,  m.b.e., 
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who  is  going  out  to  India  as  his  assistant.  Dehra  Dun  is  also  training  several  service  men 
from  East  and  West  Africa,  who  may  return  to  their  Colony  to  help  in  the  training  there 
of  their  comrades.  Other  St.  Dunstaners  from  England  may  go  to  West  Africa,  if  necessary, 
to  act  as  advisers  and  instructors. 

So  not  only  St.  Dunstan's  gospel  is  spread  throughout  the  Empire,  but  St.  Dunstaners 
themselves  carry  the  message.  I  quote  the  Commandant  in  a  broadcast  in  the  African 
Service  shortly  after  his   return  from  there  : 

He  said  :  "  We  should  be  failing  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  give  the  war-blinded  men 
of  the  Empire — from  the  Dominions,  from  the  Colonies,  as  well  as  from  this  country — 
all  the  help  they  need,  and  the  experience  and  resources  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  England  are 
there  to  give  that  help." 

IAN  FRASER. 


News  of  St.  Dunstaners 

When  Their  Majesties  visited  the  Isle  of 
Man  recently,  among  those  presented  to 
the  King  at  King  William's  College,  Castle- 
town, was  Squadron  Leader  H.  T.  N. 
Christal,  who  was  a  master  at  the  School, 
and  is  now  training  at  Church  Stretton. 

•  *        • 

Congratulations  to  our  Dutch  St.  Dun- 
staner,  Reinder  Waas,  telephonist  at  the 
offices  of  the  Dutch  Ministry  of  War  in 
London,  who  has  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Sergeant. 

•  •        * 

Gwen  Obern,  of  Aberdare,  who  came  to 
St.  Dunstan's  after  being  blinded  whilst  at 
work  in  a  munitions  factory,  made  her  first 
broadcast  on  July  5th  in  the  Welsh  edition 
of  "  Strike  a  New  Note."  Gwen  has  a 
lovely  soprano  voice. 

•  •        • 

A.  Hedger,  blinded  in  the  blitz  while 
serving  with  the  London  Civil  Defence, 
has  been  given  a  free  site  for  his  kiosk  on 
Heme  Bay  front  for  a  year.  His  is  the  only 
kiosk  allowed  on  the  front. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt's  Thanks 

The  following  letter  has  been  received 
by  the  Chairman  from  Mr.  John  G.  Winant, 
United  States  Ambassador  in  London. 

1   Grosvenor  Square,  W.l. 
May  28th,  1945. 
Dear  Sir  Ian, 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  has  asked  me  to  thank  you 
for  the  message  which  you  sent  her  on  the 
death  of  President  Roosevelt.  She  deeply 
appreciated  this  expression  of  sympathy, 
and  wanted  you  to  know  how  grateful  she 
was  for  your  kindness. 

Sincerely, 

John  G.  Winant. 


St.  Dunstan's  Holiday  Camp 

Friday,  August  24th,  to  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 1st.  At  Seafield  Park,  Lee-on- 
Solent,  near  Fareham.  Accommodation 
and  all  entertainments  provided  by  the 
Fleet  Air  Arm. 

St.  Dunstaners,  old  and  new,  after-care  or 
in  training,  most  welcome. 

Mrs.  Spurway's  Camp  Fund  will  pay 
fares  over  ten  shillings. 

Red  Cross  escorts  help  from  Birmingham 
and  probably  from  other  centres  if 
required. 

Please  apply  as  soon  as  possible  to  Mrs. 
Spurway,  The  Vicarage,  Titchfield,  Hants. 

No  entries  accepted  after  August  6th, 
when  a  ballot  will  be  held  if  there  are  more 
entries  than  vacancies. 

News  from  Canada 

Trueman  T.  Gamblin,  of  New  Brunswick, 
who  was  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  1917  and  1918, 
and  married  Miss  M.  A.  Fisher  in  London 
before  returning  to  Canada,  has  sent  us 
news  of  his  two  boys.  His  elder  son  is 
with  the  P.L.N. B.  Hussars  (Canadian 
Armoured  Regt.)  and  has  served  in  Italy 
and  the  Western  Front  since  October,  1941, 
and  his  younger  boy,  with  the  Navy,  has 
been  overseas  since  October,  1943,  on 
convoy  duty.  His  son-in-law,  Major  O.  L. 
Corbett,  went  into  action  on  D-Day  and  is 
now  in  Germany. 

Home  Again 

Welcome  home  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnett's 
son,  Thomas,  who  is  home  after  being  a 
prisoner  in  Germany ;  to  Geoffrey  Stanners 
(High  Wycombe)  ;  and  to  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Darnell,  of  Porthcawl. 
Darnell  spent  a  happy  week  in  London  with 
his  boy,  who  had  been  a  prisoner  for  three 
years. 
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Further  Improvements  in 
Government  Allowances 

Family  Allowances 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
Government  have  now  decided,  after  consid- 
erable pressure,  that  the  Family  Allowances 
under  the  new  National  Insurance  Scheme 
are  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  the  second  and 
subsequent  children  of  disabled  ex-service 
men  and  women  in  addition  to  any  pension 
they  might  be  receiving  for  those  particular 
children  from  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

St.  Dunstaners  will  know  that  the  allow- 
ances under  the  new  Scheme  will  be  payable 
for  each  child  of  the  family  other  than  the 
first  child  of  school  age,  and  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  5s.  per  week.  The  allowances  will 
not,  however,  become  payable  until  the 
whole  of  the  National  Insurance  Scheme 
has  been  passed  by  Parliament,  and  this  may 
take  many  months.  A  notice  will,  how- 
ever, appear  in  the  Review  immediately 
the  new  allowances  become  payable,  and 
advice  given  as  to  how  they  can  be  claimed. 
Unemployable  Allowances 

The  Minister  of  Pensions  has  also 
announced  further  improvements  in  the 
Unemployable  Supplementary  Allowances, 
but  has  not  yet  given  complete  details  of 
these  improvements. 

The  improvements  will  come  into  effect 
on  the  first  pensions  pay  day  in  September, 
and,  broadly  speaking,  are  based  on  the 
principle  that  all  pensioners  who  come 
within  the  Unemployable  category,  i.e., 
men  who,  by  virtue  of  their  invaliding  dis- 
ability cannot  earn  more  than  £\  a  week, 
shall  have  their  normal  pension  supple- 
mented by  20s.  per  week  either  by  way  of 
the  Supplement,  Health  Insurance  benefits, 
or  Old  Age  Pension,  instead  of  the  10s. 
supplementary  allowance  which  they  are  at 
present  receiving.  In  addition,  the  allow- 
ance for  the  wives  of  these  pensioners  is  to 
be  increased  from  the  present  10s.  up  to  an 
amount  of  16s.  according  to  their  depend- 
ence on  the  pensioner. 

I  have  asked  the  Ministry  for  full  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  these  new  proposals,  and 
when  it  is  to  hand  a  letter  will  be  sent  to 
all  men  eligible  for  the  increased  allow- 
ances, and  a  further  statement  will  be  made 
in  the  Review.  In.  the  meantime,  St. 
Dunstaners  are  requested  not  to  write 
with  regard  to  this  matter ;  so  soon  as  the 
further  information  is  obtained,  they  will  be 
immediately  informed,  W.  Askew. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.  Duns  tan's  Review  " 

Dear  Sir, 

I  feel  very  conscious  of  the  honour 
recently  awarded  by  His  Majesty  the  King 
to  St.  Dunstan's  and  myself,  and  I  would 
like  to  say  that  any  small  success  we  may 
have  achieved  at  Stoke  Mandeville  has  been 
entirely  due  to  the  keenness,  quiet  good 
temper  and  hard  work  of  the  new  St. 
Dunstaners,  with  whom  it  has  been  my 
great  privilege  and  joy  to  work. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking    all    those    who    have    sent    such 
kind  messages  of  congratulation. 
Yours  sincerely, 

G.    W.    KlLLINGBECK. 

Cranleigh,  Surrey. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

Frank  Aitken,  Newcastl  :-on-Tyne,  on 
April  21st,  to  Miss  Pauline  Carr. 

Iris  Rosemary  Stanners,  High  Wycombe, 
on  June  16th,  to  Wing  Commander  Sydney 
B.  Bailey,  R.A.F.V.R. 

Eva  Gaffney,  Weaste,  Salford,  on  March 
17th,  to  Gunner  Albert  Rowland,  R.N. 

Norman  Skelly,  Batley,  on  June  23rd,  to 
Joan  Taylor. 

Marjorie  Deegan,  Brixton,  on  April  21st, 
to  Flight  Sergt.  Macdonald. 

On  June  11th,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Chambers,  Birmingham. 

Promotions 

Ian,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Shepherd, 
of  Leighton  Buzzard,  is  now  a  Petty  Officer 
in  the  Royal  Navy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cole's  son,  Leonard, 
is  now  a  Warrant  Officer  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force. 

Sub.  Lieut.  Ernest  Nicholls,  Fleet  Air 
Arm,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Nicholls, 
of  Harringay,  has  just  received  his  com- 
mission. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Clarke,  C.  (Manchester),  Royal  Air  Force. 
Cook,  P.  (Waltham  Cross),  Royal  Signals. 
Eccleston,    J.  (Leigh),  R.A.  (served  since  1939). 
Gamblin,     Trooper     C.     T.     (New     Brunswick), 

Canadian    Armoured    Regiment. 
Gamblin,  A/B.  F.  J.  (New  Brunswick),  H.M.C.S. 
Head,  A.  C.  K.  (Brixton  Coombe),  Signals  Section. 
Loram,  W.  (Brixham),  Devon  Regt. 
Loveridge,  J.  A.,  Royal  Navy. 
Skelly,  Lieut.  B.  (Batley),  Royal  Artillery. 
Skelly,  L.A.C.  R.  (Batley),  South  East  Asia  Air 

Forces, 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

In  early  June,  shop-windows  in  Church 
Stretton  were  placarded  "  St.  Dunstan's 
Fol-de-Rols  present  "  Promenade  "  (a  sea- 
side show),  in  The  Pier  Pavilion,  Stretton- 
on-Sea,  Salop,  in  aid  of  the  Shropshire 
Hospitals  Appeal "  ;  and  a  notice  board 
halfway  down  Sandford  Avenue  pro- 
claimed "  This  way  to  the  Pier !  "  And 
what  a  Show  it  was !  Gay  Pierrots, 
Cossacks,  Rumba  Band,  "  Very  Light 
Orchestra,"  Charladies  (turbans  concealing 
masculine  hair)  and  the  Company  making  a 
spirited  entry,  dashing  up  the  Hall  hand-in- 
hand,  singing  "  We're  very  sorry  that  we're 
late !  "  Gwen,  our  "  Welsh  Nightingale," 
Beryl,  the  Celebrated  Contralto,  and  "  Con- 
fucius," in  confusing  collaboration  with  his 
honourable  forefathers — Jeff  Bond  making 
his  debut  as  an  imperturbable  Conjuror. 
No  wonder  it  all  sounded  so  fresh  and 
original,  since  so  much  was  written  specially 
for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Bampton  and  Mrs. 
Druce.  Mr.  Burn,  Chairman  of  the  Church 
Stretton  U.D.C.,  in  voicing  the  Committee's 
thanks,  said  :  "  One  does  not  often  have  the 
opportunity  of  letting  St.  Dunstaners  know 
how  much  we  here  in  Church  Stretton 
admire  what  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  calls 
the  '  gallant  and  high-hearted  happiness 
and  the  infection  of  a  good  courage ' 
shown  by  St.  Dunstaners  during  the  many 
months  they  have  been  in  our  midst.  And 
now  we  add  the  further  qualities  of  sym- 
pathy and  generosity.  Sympathy  with  the 
cause  of  our  Shropshire  hospitals,  and  the 
generosity  to  go  to  no  end  of  trouble  to 
give  us  these  two  fine  entertainments  to 
help  that  cause.  Thank  you  very  much, 
St.  Dunstan's  Fol-de-Rols."  Nearly  £150 
was  raised  for  the  Fund,  a  well  deserved 
reward  for  all  the  hard  work  of  preparation. 

The  braille  shorthand  teachers  at  Church 
Stretton  (Tommy  Milligan,  Les  White, 
Roy  Brown  and  Bob  Bridger)  have  devised 
a  new  and  simplified  system  of  braille 
shorthand  for  the  use  of  telephone  opera- 
tors, which  is  now  being  taught  with  great 
success.  It  is  based  on  two  principles  : 
(a)  It  contains  only  signs  and  contractions 
which  are  consistent  with  Standard  English 
braille,  and  (b)  each  contraction  stands  for 
only  one  word,  whereas  in  the  old  system 
the  same  contraction  might  represent  any 
of  as  many  as  six  different  words.  Of 
course,  the  new  system  is  not  quite  so 
highly  contracted  as   the   old,   and  cannot 


be  written  at  such  great  speed  ;  but  it  can 
be  learnt  much  more  quickly  and  easily,. 
and  it  may  be  used  with  much  more 
confidence  from  the  start. 

Polling  Day  passed  without  casualties ! 
Each  of  the  four  candidates  for  the  Ludlow 
Division  gave  St.  Dunstan's  a  special 
meeting,  besides  their  public  ones.  Fifteen 
minutes'  talk  and  fifteen  minutes  to  answer 
questions.  All  were  pretty  well  catechised 
by  good  audiences.  About  half  the  trainees 
are  registered  here  and  were  given  full 
facilities  to  vote  ;  others  had  signed  proxy 
forms,  and  anyone  registered  at  his  home 
had  leave  to  go  there  on  July  5th. 

Among  hobbies,  an  extension  of  the 
Weaving  Department  is  the  making  of  table 
mats  on  frames — very  attractive  ;  and  the 
leather  work  goes  on,  developing  with 
purses,  handbags,  wallets,  cigarette  cases 
strengthened,  and  writing  cases. 

Play  readings  are  still  popular  :  "  George 
and  Margaret"  at  Denehurst  and  "The 
Ware  Case  "  at  Longmynd.  Also  quizzes 
arranged  sometimes  as  inter-house  com- 
petitions. "  Picture  a  group  of  coins 
consisting  of  one  penny,  one  threepenny 
piece,  one  sixpence,  one  shilling,  one  florin 
and  one  halfcrown  ;  how  many  such  groups 
do  you  need  to  add  up  to  an  exact  number 
of  pounds  (without  odd  shillings  or  pence  ?)" 

The  Musical  Concert  was  a  special 
success,  with  our  old  friend,  Dr.  Friedmann, 
at  the  piano,  Sergeant  Marchant  with  his 
'cello,  and  David  Griffiths,  a  Welsh  tenor. 

Entertainments  have  included  Ralph 
Reader  and  part  of  his  R.A.F.  Gang  Show ; 
Stainless  Stephen  with  his  Yorkshire  Com- 
edian ;  Fred  Hobson's  Band  with  Dick 
Lawler  and  the  Penn  Concert  Party.  Kind 
Wolverhampton  friends  invited  a  party  to 
"  A  Soldier  for  Christmas  "  at  the  Grand 
Theatre,  followed  by  dinner  at  the  Services 
Club.  The  full  list  of  visiting  bands  and 
nice  dance  invitations  must  be  omitted  this 
month. 

New  trainees  still  arrive — fifteen  in  a 
fortnight,  .  including  three  Canadians. 
Kenneth  Mclntyre,  from  South  Africa  via 
Naples,  brings  news  of  Miss  Beckwith's 
busy  life  with  the  eye  cases  there. 

We  shall  miss  Wally  Such,  who  has  gone 
to  76  Emlyn  Road,  Redhill,  as  telephonist 
to  Messrs.  Love  &  Malcolmson,  Ltd., 
Printers ;  Robbie  Robinson,  returning  to 
the  U.S.A.  ;  and  Joe  Nicholas  and  P. 
Bagwell,  transferred  to  The  Grange,  South 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


Mimms,  for  further  training  in  country  life. 
All  the  best  to  them. 

A  letter  recently  written  here  was  headed 
"  St.  Funstan's  "  ;  was  it  only  a  typing 
error,  or  ....  ? 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : 

Interpoint  Reading. — A.  C.  Nugee, 
H.  V.  Kerr,  T.  Meredith,  H.  Davenport. 

Interline  Reading. — R.  Phillips,  J.  A. 
Peckett,  F.  L.  Bentley,  C.  E.  Beaufoy,  N. 
Crane,  A.  King. 

Writing. — E.  Brown,  J.  Doughty. 

Typing. — P.  Sutton,  G.  Eustace,  R. 
Coupland,  N.  Russell,  J.  A.  Peckett,  G. 
Roake,  H.  Hocking,  G.  H.  Jenrick,  C. 
Hoyle,  F.  Pawson,  J.  Lord,  T.  D.  Donnelly, 
M.  Luba,  D.  Jennings,  F.  Newton. 

Comforts  Fund 

Now  that  Victory  has  brought  the 
European  war  to  an  end  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Comforts  Fund  is  closing,  except  for  the 
men  who  are  serving  in  the  Far  Eastern 
theatre  of  war. 

Thanks  to  many  generous  gifts,  the  funds 
are  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  service  for  this' 
Front,  and  we  will  be  glad  if  the  parents 
of  all  men  serving  in  the  Far  East  will 
please  send  in  the  present  addresses  of  their 
boys. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
the  sincerest  thanks  of  the  Comforts  Fund 
Committee  for  the  generous  support  the 
Fund  has  received  since  its  inauguration, 
and  also  to  give  thanks  to  the  men  and 
women  of  the  Forces  who  have  taken  their 
part  in  the  struggle,  and  have  helped  to 
bring  Victory  and  Peace  to   Europe. 

Advanced  Braille  Reading  Test 

A  number  of  Advanced  Braille  Reading 
Tests  have  now  been  worked  off  in  London, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will  soon 
be  made  for  those  entrants  from  the  rest 
of  the  country  to  take  the  test. 

The  following  have  recently  passed  the 
test  in  London  : — 

Rees  Warren,  Leytonstone  ;  J.  G.  Holmes, 
South  Harrow ;  W.  Henry,  Putney ;  D. 
Warden,  Shepherds  Bush ;  A.  Waite, 
Chelsea ;  J.  Macfarlane,  Queen's  Park ; 
W.  T.  Scott,  Streatham. 

Each  has  now  received  the  prize  of  £3, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Competition 
announced  in  the  February  Review. 

Congratulations  to  them  all. 


News  from  St.  Dunstans,  India 

Our  outpost  in  Dehra  Dun  grows 
steadily,  and  has  really  got  into  its  stride. 
The  number  in  training  has  reached  the 
seventy  mark,  and  we  have  come  to  the 
stage  where  men  are  going  out  on  com- 
pletion of  their  .courses.  Four  Maharattas 
have  left  us  this  month  to  go  back  to  their 
county  in  Southern  Bombay,  a  thousand 
miles  away.  They  have  each  gone  off 
equipped  with  a  harmonium  (the  Indian 
version  of  a  piano-accordian),  a  braille 
watch,  a  small  loom  for  the  weaving  of 
newar  (a  webbing,  which  takes  the  place 
of  wire  springs  in  Indian  beds),  and  a 
supply  of  cotton  yarn.  We  are  solving  for 
them,  too,  problems  of  housing,  marriage 
and  land. 

Among  the  new  arrivals  is  Lance-Naik 
Karam  Singh,  a  sprightly  old  Sikh,  blinded 
in  Gallipoli  in  1915.  I  was  in  the  battle  in 
which  he  was  wounded,  and  must  have 
been  close  to  him  at  the  time.  He  was  with 
an  Indian  Mountain  Battery,  which,  dug  in 
immediately  behind  our  front  trench,  gave 
us  magnificent  support,  undeterred  by  a 
hail  of  short-range  machine-gun  and 
musketry  fire  which  lashed  about  them. 
He  arrived  in  cheerful  mood,  with  spotless 
turban  above  his  snowy,  flowing  beard,  and 
quite  unwearied  by  three  days  in  grilling 
heat  in  overcrowded  trains.  He  won  an 
Indian  Order  of  Merit  for  his  gallantry  at 
Anzac,  and  the  Government  gave  him 
twenty-five  acres  of  land,  then  newly- 
irrigated  desert,  now  converted  to  rich 
crops  and  pleasant  shade  trees.  He  heard 
of  St.  Dunstan's  and  wrote  to  know  if  he 
might  come.  Aged  sixty,  he  is  quite 
undefeated,  and  has  set  himself  a  programme 
of  weaving,  music  and  braille. 

A  Home  for  Blind  Hillmen,  which  looks 
across  a  deep  valley  to  the  piled  masses  of 
Kanchenjunga's  snows,  has  asked  for  one 
of  our  plucky  Gurkhas,  Dal  Bahadur  Rai, 
to  be  an  instructor  in  weaving  newar  and  in 
braille.  He  came  here  eighteen  months 
ago,  rebellious,  scorning  the  idea  he  could 
do  anything  again,  and  sadly  wounded. 
He  had  lost  several  fingers,  and  his  face, 
despite  months  of  plastic  surgery,  still 
shows  too  clearly  the  effects  of  a  shell  burst. 
But  he  came  round  and  soon  gained  a  prize 
for  the  best  achievement  against  difficult 
circumstances.  He  decided,  as  a  devout 
Hindu,  to  give  his  life  to  service,  and  he  has 
brailled    out    lengthy    passages    of    sacred 
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works  to  take  back  to  his  country.  And 
now  he  has  welcomed  the  chance  of  service 
which  has  come  to  him. 

We  do  not  feel  too  happy,  however,  as 
to  the  ability  of  most  of  our  men  to  hold 
their  own  against  the  common  attitude 
towards  blindness,  when  they  return  to 
their  villages.  We  have  to  think  back 
several  centuries  in  Britain  to  picture  the 
conditions  most  of  them  will  have  to  face. 
So  we  planned  a  substantial  permanent 
Colony,  where  they  could  live  together — 
model  village  and  workshop,  and  generous 
terms.  We  asked  a  Major-General  and  a 
Captain  of  long  experience  of  India,  and 
keenly  interested  in  soldier  welfare,  to  put 
the  plan  to  them.  Discussion  ranged  over 
four  days.  We  wanted  the  men  to  come 
freely  to  an  independent  decision,  and  not 
to  persuade  them  into  something  against 
their  own  real  judgment.  They  decided 
against  it,  saying  that  they  knew  that  all 
we  said  about  their  future  difficulties,  the 
way  they  would  be  imposed  upon,  and  so 
forth,  was  true,  but  their  desire  to  keep  up 
association  with  their  villages,  their  bits  of 
land,  and  their  racial,  climatic  and  dietry 
backgrounds  was  too  strong. 

Marriage  is  the  problem  which  worries 
the  Gurkhas  most.  A  wife,  they  say,  is 
difficult  enough  for  an  active  sighted  man 
to  get  in  Nepal,  and  for  a  blind  man  it  is 
impossible.  They  suggest  that  the  prob- 
lem can  only  be  solved  if  St.  Dunstan's  can 
prevail  upon  His  Highness  the  Maharajah 
to  give  an  order  that  so  many  wives  must 
be  supplied. 

Saw  Jacky  has  begun  to  smile  in  the  last 
two  months  as  never  before  as  he  listens 
on  the  wireless  to  the  cleaning  of  the  Japs 
out  of  Burma.  They  are  still  in  occupation 
of  his  particular  area,  for  he,  a  Karen, 
comes  from  the  coast  far  down  towards 
Siam.  Still,  it  won't  be  long  before  he 
will  be  back.  Whereas  in  exile  our  minds 
run  on  apple  pie  and  cream,  roast  beef  and 
baked  potatoes,  Jacky's  is  dwelling  on 
prospects  of  sea  fish,  made  tasty  by  several 
days  of  rapid  bacterial  action  in  a  tropical 
climate. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  arrival,  in 
September,  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  K.  C. 
Revis  to  bring  us  the  newest  ideas  from 
Church  Stretton,  and  to  help  us  in  the 
Indian  field.  An  old  St.  Dunstaner  of  the 
last  war,  Canon  W.  G.  Speight,  who  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  Principal  of 


the  Palamcottah  School  for  the  Blind,  far 
away  at  the  southern  tip  of  India,  is  also 
coming  in  September  to  spend  a  month  of 
his  leave  with  us. 

Havildar  Chandra  Nair,  blinded  at 
Manipur,  Assam,  in  March,  1944,  has 
passed  his  braille  and  typewriting  tests,  and 
has  become  stores  clerk  in  our  growing 
workshop.  His  job  in  the  Army  was  that 
of  stores  clerk  in  the  R.I.A.S.C. 
May  21st,   1945.  Clutha  Mackenzie. 

In  Hospital  in   Italy 

The  following  tribute  to  war-blinded  men 
now  in  a  Military  Hospital  in  Naples  was 
paid  recently  in  the  "  Church  of  England 
Newspaper."  A  Military  Hospital  Chap- 
lain wrote  : — 

"  Why  is  it  that  the  atmosphere,  of  '  B  ' 
Ward,  where  our  eye  cases  are  lying,  is 
undoubtedly  the  happiest  of  the  entire 
Hospital?  There  you  will  find  more 
spontaneous  laughter,  more  infectious 
merriment,  more  animated  conversation, 
aye,  and  more  practical  joking  than 
anywhere  in  the  building.  A  Church 
Service  in  '  B  '  Ward  is  a  positive  inspira- 
tion. The  singing  is  always  hearty  and 
the  worship  real  and  reverent.  Why  is  it 
that  in  this  Ward  of  all  others  one  should 
feel  nearer  to  man  at  his  best?  ....  Is  it 
the  splendid  staff  of  specially  selected 
nurses?  Not  altogether,  though  undoubt- 
edly they  do  a  grand  job  in  a  grand  way. 
Is  it  "  Becky,"  the  admirable  St.  Dunstan's 
worker,  who  supervised  their  picnics, 
helped  the  Padre  to  write  their  letters  home, 
taught  them  to  play  draughts  and  other 
games,  guided  their  unskilful  fingers  as 
they  made  a  hat  or  handbag  for  mother? 
To  a  great  extent  it  was,  God  bless  her. 
But  not  altogether  ....  One  cannot  alto- 
gether solve  the  happy  phenomenom.  It's 
beyond  us.  Mystery  it  must  remain.  But 
perhaps  what  one  might  call  '  the  fellow- 
ship of  suffering  '  has  a  big  lot  to  do  with  it." 

"  Becky,"  to  whom  the  Chaplain  refers, 
is  Miss  B.  H.  Beckwith,  known  to  all  new 
St.  Dunstaners  and  many  old  ones  as  a 
V.A.D.  at  Church  Stretton.  In  January  of 
this  year  Miss  Beckwith  went  to  Italy  to 
look  after  newly  blinded  men  in  hospital 
there,  and  to  give  them  early  lessons  in 
braille  and  handicrafts  until  they  are  well 
enough  to  return  to  this  country. 
•         •         • 

As  in  previous  years,  there  will  be  no 
Review  for  August. 
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St.  Dunstan's   Bridge  Club 

The  activities  of  the  Bridge  Club  during 
the  past  month  have  been  many  and  varied. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  things  which 
has  struck  me  these  past  days  is  the 
reminiscent  mood  in  which  the  members 
indulge.  They  talk  about  the  days  of 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  with  such  ease 
that  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  would  like 
to  travel  those  roads  again.  The  Bridge 
League  is  going  along  splendidly,  and  at 
the  moment  Downs  and  Wiltshire  are 
favourites. 

The  Bridge  Drive  at  the  end  of  May  was 
extremely  successful,  Mrs.  Block  and  P. 
Nuyens  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiltshire  being 
the  winners.  Our  "  Pairs  "  Competition 
was  also  most  illuminating.  The  Club 
winners  were  Brown  and  Downs  and 
Wiltshire  and  Waite,  and  the  two  pairs  will 
take  part  in  the  Finals  Competition,  which 
is  taking  place  at  the  end  of  July. 

The  Club  has  also  entered  a  team  for  the 
Equity  Cup,  and  won  their  first  round 
match  on  June  29th.  We  lost  the  Duplicate 
match  against  the  Hampstead  Town  Hall, 
but  it  was  a  most  pleasant  afternoon. 

In  all  these  many  functions  our  thanks 
are  due  to  those  grand  friends  who  come 
along  and  give  us  refreshments  ;  we  can 
never  thank  them  enough,  but  we  are 
always  appreciative.  I  know  all  St.  Dun- 
stan's men  are  clever,  but  in  tea-making 
it  is  the  fair  ladies  who  are  the  masters. 

The  high  spot  of  our  activities  during  the 
past  few  months,  however,  was  an  invita- 
tion to  the  Minster  Bridge  Club  at  West  End 
Lane.  We  were  taken  by  car  to  and  from 
the  Minster  Headquarters.  Excellent 
bridge  was  played  and  several  of  our 
members  won  prizes.  The  tea  was  pro- 
vided by  our  hosts,  and  one  felt  that  the 
party  had  been  transferred  to  pre-war  days. 
It  was  a  most  delightful  afternoon,  and  all 
members  warmly  appreciated  the  excellent 
time  given  us  by  our  hosts. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  so  many  members 
are  coming  along,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  others.  Our  afternoons  are  indeed 
pleasant,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  any  member 
of  St.  Dunstan's  tries  once  he  will  come 
again.  All  will  be  welcomed  most 
cordially. 

Will  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
Harrogate  visit  please  communicate  with 
Secretary  Downs,  at  Park  Crescent,  as  soon 
as  possible.  R.P.C. 


Reported  Missing,  now  a  Prisoner 

Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie  has  received  inform- 
ation from  General  Headquarters  that  his 
son,  Ian,  who  was  reported  missing  on 
operations,  is  now  known  to  be  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Bangkok. 

New  War  Placings 

F.  Howse,  of  Dartford,  Kent,  as  a 
capstan  operator,  with  Messrs.  J.  &  E. 
Hall,  of  Dartford  ;  W.  Such,  of  Waltham- 
stow,  as  a  telephonist  with  Messrs.  Love 
and  Malcomson,  Redhill. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
are   celebrating   their  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Johns,  Exeter,  May 
24th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Scott,  Langley, 
Bucks,  June  5th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Craddock, 
Wellingborough,  June  10th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Stevenson,  Brighton,  July  10th ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  MacKay,  of  Caithness,  July 
25th,  1944  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  G.  Teagle, 
Aldbourne,  July  31st. 

Mr.  Frank  S.  Herbert 

It  is  with  very  deep  regret  that  we  have 
heard  of  the  death,  on  May  31st,  of  Mr. 
Frank  S.  Herbert,  of  Manchester  Street, 
W.l. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  St.  Dunstan's  Dental 
Surgeon  for  many  years  and  a  great  number 
of  St.  Dunstaners  will  know  of  him  not 
only  in  that  capacity,  but  also  as  a  very 
good  friend. 

Births 

Collingwood. — To  the  wife  of  F.  W. 
Collingwood,  of  Leek,  Staffs.,  on  June 
17th,  a  daughter — Valerie. 

Buckley. — On  June  10th,  to  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  Commander  R.  C.  B.  Buckley, 
G.M.,  R.N.,  a  son— Michael. 

Marriages 

Waas — Derby. — On    June    26th,    Reinder 

Waas  to  Maimie  Derby. 
Maynard — Jakes. — On     July     21st,      P. 

Maynard,  of  Gamlingay,  to  Lily  Jakes. 
Dickerson — McConnell. — On  July  28th, 

F.    J.    Dickerson,     of    Birmingham,    to 

Miss  Margaret  McConnell,  of  Co.  Tyrone, 

Ireland. 
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Private  Fred  Walter  Butler,  Queen's  Royal  West  Surrey  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  F.  W.  Butler,  of  Fulham,  who  served  with  his  regiment  from 
1916  to  1918.  He  was  wounded  at  Arras,  and  after  being  invalided  out  of  the  Army  his  sight  gradually  failed 
him  until  he  became  totally  blind.  He  had  never  enjoyed  very  good  health  and,  after  a  long  illness,  he  passed 
away  at  his  home  on  March  22nd. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  North  Sheen  Cemetery.  A  Union  Jack  draped  the  coffin,  and  among  the 
many  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Frascr  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  sister,  who  has  looked  after  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

Private  Garnet  Smith,  12///  Lincolnshire  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  wc  record  the  death  of  Garnet  Smith,  who  died  at  Melplash  on  May  6th, 
after  many  weeks  of  suffering. 

Although  he  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1917  he  did  not  become  a  St.  Dunstaner  until  1923. 
His  health  was  never  good  and  he  was  unable  to  undertake  training.  He  entered  Melplash  in  October,  1943, 
and  he  stayed  there  until  his  death. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Melplash,  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  being 
among  the  flowers. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  relatives.     Mrs.  Smith  died  some  time  ago. 

Fireman  Arthur  Hynes,  Merchant  Navy 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  a  new  war  St.  Dunstaner,  A.  Hynes,  of  Whitley  Bay. 

He  served  on  S.S.  Thistlebrae,  and  was  captured  by  the  Germans  in  April,  1940,  at  Narvik.  His  sight 
failed  during  his  imprisonment,  and  when  he  came  to  us  he  was  too  old,  being  over  sixty,  to  take  up  much 
training.  He  did  a  little  wool-rug  making,  however,  as  a  hobby.  He  left  Church  Stretton  only  in  March. 
He  was  taken  ill  shortly  afterwards  and  he  died  in  Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields,  on  May  18th. 

Among  the  wreaths  at  the  funeral  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St  Dunstan's  comrades,  and 
another  from  the  British  Legion.  St.  Dunstaners  from  the  neighbourhood  were  present,  with  Mrs.  Martin 
Jordan  and  Mrs.  Coxon,  senior,  and  Miss  Wood,  Welfare  Visitor. 

Our  St.  Dunstaner  was  a  widower  and  our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  brother. 

Private  William  Wright,  Labour  Corps 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  Wright,  of  Stalybridge. 

He  enlisted  in  1915  and  was  discharged  in  1918,  but  he  did  not  come  to  us  until  October,  1921,  when 
he  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  dogger.  For  a  number  of  years,  however,  he  was  not  fit  enough  to 
do  any  work.  His  death,  which  was  totally  unexpected,  occurred  on  May  21st,  and,  to  our  sorrow,  was 
followed  by  the  death  of  his  wife  a  week  later.     She  had  been  ill  for  some  months. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to  their  family  in  this  double  bereavement.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian 
Frascr  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent  for  the  funeral. 

Private   Ernest   Samuel   Cass,   East   Yorkshire  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  E.  S.  Cass,  of  West  Hartlepool. 

He  enlisted  in  1915  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  immediately  he  was  discharged  in  November,  1917, 
after  being  wounded  in  France.  He  was  trained  as  a  joiner  and  carried  on  with  this  occupation  until  within 
two  months  of  his  death,  when  he  was  taken  ill  and  removed  to  hospital,  where  he  passed  away  on  June  2nd. 
Among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  eight  children,  to  whom  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Private  Charles  E.  Watson,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  C.  E.  Watson,  of  Widnes. 

Enlisting  in  April,  1914,  he  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  same  year  with  defective  sight,  but  he 
did  not  come  to  us  until  1927.  He  was  then  in  failing  health  and  too  old  for  serious  training.  For  some 
years  his  health  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  he  had  spent  periods  at  Melplash,  but  even  this  journey  was  too 
much  for  him  on  his  last  visit.  He  passed  away  in  hospital  on  June  11th,  after  collapsing  at  his  home  the 
previous  day. 

He  had  been  a  member  of  the  R.A.O.B.  for  fifty-three  years,  being  raised  to  the  Fourth  Degree  in 
1944  at  the  Welcome  Lodge,  Widnes,  and  many  fellow  Buffaloes  attended  the  funeral.  A  wreath  from  Sir 
Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  also  sent. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  grown-up  family. 

Sergeant  Harry  Rolley  Pratt,  4th  South  Staffordshire  Regiment 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  R.  Pratt,  of  Wandswoivh. 

Wounded  at  Amiens  in  March,  1918,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  same  year  and  was  trained  in 
telephony.  He  continued  with  this  occupation  until  the  beginning  of  this  year,  when  he  was  taken  ill  He 
became  gradually  worse  and  in  April  was  admitted  to  the  Kingston  Hospital  where  he  had  worked  for  some 
years,  and  he  passed  away  there  on  May  9th. 

He  was  cremated  at  Putney  Vale  and  the  ashes  were  interred  in  the  Garden  of  Remembrance.  A  wreath 
from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent  for  the  funeral. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Warwick,  who  was  such  a  good  friend  to  our  St.  Dunstaner. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

The  Election  and  the  New  Government 

AS  we  do  not  publish  in  August  and  this  issue  appears  in  the  middle  of  September, 
it  seems  a  long  time  since  the  Election.  Nevertheless  I  would  like  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  thanking  all  those  who  wrote  to  me  and  congratulated  me  upon  my 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons.  I  think  there  are  great  difficulties  ahead,  financial  and 
economic,  for  any  Government  in  this  country  and  that  we  should  give  the  new  Government 
a  full  and  fair  chance. 

During  the  last  Government  we  obtained  many  concessions  as  regards  pensions  and 
allowances,  but  there  are  still  some  anomalies  and  injustices  which  we  want  to  see  corrected. 
We  shall  raise  these  matters  with  the  Government,  both  in  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  itself 
and  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  we  shall  hope  for  a  sympathetic  hearing. 

St.  Dunstan's  is  not  concerned  with  party  politics,  but  we  are  concerned  that  the 
Government — any  Government  of  any  party — does  the  right  thing  by  those  who  have  been 
wounded  in  the  nation's  service,  and  we  shall  not  rest  until  our  pension  claims  have  been 
fully  considered.  As  St.  Dunstaners  know,  we  work  in  close  contact  with  the  British  Legion, 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  the  National  Vice-Chairman,  and  we  shall  continue  to 
press  upon  the  Minister  of  Pensions  our  demands  for  redress  of  our  grievances.  They 
may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  wives'  and  children's  allowances  should  be  payable  to  all  seriously  disabled 
soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen,  no  matter  when  they  marry  or  when  their  children 
are  born. 

2.  The  Attendant  Allowance  should  be  increased. 

3.  An  alternative  or  supplementary  pension  should  be  granted  for  those  who  had  a 
higher  income  before  the  war — irrespective  of  rank — and  will  suffer  particular 
hardship  on  the  basic  rate. 

4.  The  total  income  of  those  pensioners  who  have  lost  both  eyes  and  hands,  and  who 
are  unable  to  add  to  their  income  by  any  occupational  work,  should  be  raised  until 
it  approximates  to  good  wages  and  provides  for  suitable  attendance. 

A  Scientific  Committee 

Under  the  Chairmanship  of  Professor  E.  D.  Adrian,  o.m.,  f.r.s., 


M.A.,   M.D.,   D.SC,   Our 
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Council  has  recently  set  up  a  scientific  committee  to  study  the  application  of  new  inventions 
arising  out  of  the  war  to  the  many  problems  of  blindness.  Radiolocation,  direction  finding, 
and  blind  flying  were  developed  to  a  very  high  pitch  during  the  war,  as  we  all  learned  in 
that  very  interesting  broadcast  called  "  Radar,"  which  some  of  us  must  have  listened  to 
in  August.  The  committee  consists  of  the  most  eminent  scientists,  some  of  whom  have 
been  engaged  in  this  work,  and  it  may  be  that  the  inventions  of  war  may  have  their  use 
in  peace. 

I  should  warn  my  readers  that  this  is  a  long  shot,  and  that  no  immediate  solution  of 
the  problems  of  getting  about  when  you  do  not  see  is  likely  to  be  found,  but  research  seems 
worth  doing  nevertheless,  and  will  be  carried  out  thoroughly.  We  will  set  up  a  research 
department  with  scientists  in  charge  of  it,  under  this  committee,  and  we  have  arranged  to 
finance  it  for  a  period  of  years,  so  that  it  may  be  a  thorough  investigation. 

Horace  Kerr 

Horace  Kerr  was  a  private  in  the  last  war  and  was  blinded  in  1917  at  Ypres,  and  became 
a  telephone  operator.  In  those  early  days,  St.  Dunstan's  and  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  worked  together,  and  Kerr  was  their  telephone  operator  and  then  ours. 
Soon  after  this  war  broke  out,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Appeals  Staff,  where  he  has  done 
most  valuable  work,  representing  us  in  the  counties  of  Sussex,  Hampshire,  Kent  and  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  He  has  now  returned  to  the  administrative  side,  and  has  been  put  in  charge 
of  similar  work  to  that  which  he  undertook  before,  with  certain  additions.  All  supplies 
to  St.  Dunstaners  and  to  St.  Dunstan's  Homes  of  Talking  Books,  wireless  sets,  watches, 
typewriters,  games,  braille,  as  well  as  typewriting  and  watch  repairs,  are  under  his  charge 
and  all  concerned  should  write  to  him. 

Kerr's  department  is  not  only  a  Supply  Department ;  he  is  also  responsible  for  seeing 
that  these  services  work  satisfactorily  and  for  advising  us  as  to  their  progress,  and  I  hope 
very  much  that  he  will  make  it  his  job  now,  as  he  did  before  the  war,  to  encourage  braille 
reading  and  writing  amongst  all  our  men  of  both  wars.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  "the 
customer  is  always  right,"  and  in  the  end  I  suppose  he  is,  but  the  supplier  can  often  guide 
him  and  advise  him  as  to  what  he  really  wants,  and  can  thus  add  very  much  to  the  pleasure 
of  his  use  of  the  goods  that  he  obtains. 

How   to    Listen   to    the    Talking    Book 

Here  is  my  own  opinion,  for  what  it's  worth,  as  to  how  to  listen  to  the  Talking  Book. 
Speech  is  made  up  of  vowels  and  consonants,  and  it  is  the  consonants  that  give  it  definition 
and  clarity.  Intelligibility  depends  on  good  consonants.  This  is  partly  a  matter  for  the 
reader,  but  it  is  also  partly  a  matter  of  electrical  reproduction,  and  also  partly  a  matter  of 
the  way  in  which  you  listen.  Consonants  are  transmitted  by  higher  frequencies,  which 
are  much  more  delicate  and  tenuous  than  the  lower  frequencies  which  transmit  the  vowels. 
Broadly  speaking,  the  higher  frequencies  which  transmit  the  consonants  go  in  straight  lines 
and  do  not  turn  corners  so  easily.  It  therefore  follows  that  for  the  highest  intelligibility 
you  should  listen  to  a  Talking  Book  sitting  straight  in  front  of  the  loud-speaker,  so  that 
it  sends  its  waves  directly  towards  you.  I  get  the  greatest  pleasure  by  listening  close  to 
the  speaker,  and  with  the  volume  low  and  the  tone  control  towards  high.  In  this  condition 
you  sometimes  get  a  good  deal  of  scratch,  but  you  get  used  to  this  and  the  higher  intelligibility 
makes  for  easier  reading.  On  balance  I  prefer  this  to  the  boomy  loud  noise  which  so  many 
people  seem  to  use. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  most  people  listen  to  the  Talking  Book,  and,  indeed,  to  wireless 
itself,  at  much  too  loud  a  volume,  so  that  it  is  tiring  and  booming.  Try  sitting  just  in  front 
of  your  Talking  Book,  placing  it  on  a  table  at  about  the  level  of  your  ears  when  you  are 
seated.  Try  and  place  yourself  only  a  yard  away.  Raise  the  tone  towards  high,  and  put 
the  volume  low,  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  you  get  greater  intelligibility  and  therefore 
better  listening  with  less  effort. 
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Artificial  Limbs 


I  am  still  very  dissatisfied  with  the  supply  of  artificial  limbs.  I  had  lunch  with  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  the  other  day  and  told  him  of  many  delays  in  .the  supply  of  these  limbs, 
and  I  followed  up  this  interview  by  a  letter  in  which  I  asked  him  to  give  a  special  priority 
to  our  men  in  view  of  their  double  handicap.  Nor  am  I  satisfied  that  we  have  yet  got  the 
best  type  for  our  men,  but  the  Ministry  has  appointed  a  certain  Dr.  Craft,  who  is  both  a 
doctor  and  an  engineer,  to  act  as  a  Research  Officer,  and  he  has  taken  particular  pains  to 
go  to  Church  Stretton  and  to  our  hospital,  and  to  interview  our  men  individually  and  see 
that  their  needs  are  met.  We  are  very  grateful  to  him,  but  we  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  the 
supply,  and  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  raise  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  question  of 
the  delay  that  occurs  in  these  limb-making  factories.  We  have  made  many  complaints 
before  about  these  delays  and  have  always  been  told  that  the  bottleneck  is  the  supply  of 
sufficient  skilled  labour  for  the  factories.  Now  that  the  war  is  over  there  would  seem  to 
me  to  be  no  excuse  for  further  delay  and,  if  need  be,  we  shall  open  up  a  campaign  against 
the  Minister  of  Labour,  which  I  hope  will  have  the  effect  of  making  him  release  sufficient 
skilled  men  for  the  purpose. 

Our  own  Engineering  Department,  and  the  Commandant  at  Church  Stretton  himself, 
have  done  much  to  suggest  and  provide  better  gadgets  and  better  types  of  artificial  limbs, 
and  we  shall  continue  this  work. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Another  St.  Dunstaner  Decorated 

Congratulations  to  Sergt.  Leslie 
Constable,  King's  Royal  Irish  Hussars,  now 
at  St.  Dunstan's,  who  has  been  awarded 
the  Distinguished  Conduct  Medal  for 
gallantry  in  North  West  Europe.  Although 
he  is  only  now  twenty-six,  he  has  served 
in  the  Army  for  ten  years  and  is  one  of  the 
original  "  Desert  Rats." 

By  a  striking  example  of  courage  and 
leadership  in  a  tank  action,  says  the  citation, 
he  did  all  in  his  power,  even  when  twice 
wounded,  to  retain  the  initiative  and  close 
with  the  enemy. 

St.  Dunstaner's  Distinction 

Councillor  J.  Swales,  M.C.,  of  Middles- 
brough, a  St.  Dunstan's  officer  who  was 
blinded  in  the  last  war,  has  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  elected  to  full  corporate 
membership  of  the  Institute  of  Transport. 
Now  in  an  important  position  with  the 
London  and  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  whom  he  joined  in  1907,  he 
holds  first-class  certificates  in  railway  law, 
railway  operation,  and  other  allied  subjects, 
all  of  which  have  been  gained  since  he  was 
blinded.  In  addition  to  serving  on 
Middlesbrough  County  Borough  Council, 
Councillor  Swales  takes  an  active  part  in 
other  civic  and  social  affairs  and  his  offices 
include  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Governors. 


Miss  Lomax 

Her  many  friends  will  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  learn  that  Miss  Lomax,  who  was 
handicrafts  instructor  at  Church  Stretton, 
until  illness  forced  her  to  give  up  early 
this  year,  is  progressing  favourably.  She 
has  not,  however,  recovered  her  health 
sufficiently  to  be  able  to  continue  with 
her  work.  Miss  Lomax  had  been  with 
St.  Dunstan's  for  nine  years,  first  at 
Ovingdean  and  Brighton  and. then,  during 
the  war  years,  at  Church  Stretton.  Many 
St.  Dunstaners  whom  she  helped  to  take 
up  handicraft  work  will  look  back  with 
pleasure  upon  the  happy  hours  they  spent 
with  her. 

In  a  letter  of  appreciation  to  Miss  Lomax, 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  writes  : 

"  Your  devotion  to  your  duties  and  to 
the  many  blinded  men  and  women  who 
came  under  your  care  was  quite  remarkable 
and  contributed  very  largely  to  the  happi- 
ness and  material  well-being  of  the  St. 
Dunstaners.  I  know  you  realise  how 
much  they  appreciated  your  friendship  and 
your  services  and  I  am  sure  that  I  am 
speaking  for  all  of  them  when  I  wish  you 
very  happy  memories  of  your  time  at  St. 
Dunstan's." 

"  Reader's  Digest  " 

Will  all  those  who  receive  gift  copies  of 
Reader's  Digest  be  very  sure  to  forward  to 
their  Area  Superintendent  any  notice  they 
receive   about   renewals. 
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Sir  Ian  in  Parliament  Again 

Parliamentary  writers  in  newspapers 
throughout  the  country  and  in  some  of 
the  Dominions  noted  with  pleasure  Sir 
Ian  Fraser's  return  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    One  leader  writer  commented  : 

"  So  far  as  Lonsdale  is  concerned,  there 
was  no  shock,  but  the  defeated  Labour 
candidate,  Pte.  S.  W.  Grundy,  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  in  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  he  was  up  against  one  of  the  strongest 
candidates  in  the  country.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  Sir  Ian's  majority  of  5,135  was 
1,134  more  than  the  Conservative  candidate 
in  Lonsdale  obtained  over  his  Labour 
and  Liberal  opponents  in  the  1935  election. 

"  After  all,  it  is  just  a  fitting  tribute 
to  the  great  work  which  Sir  Ian  has  done, 
not  only  for  Lonsdale,  but  for  the  cause 
of  Service  and  ex-Service  men  and  women. 

"  Westminster  will  certainly  be  the 
richer  for  his  return,  whilst  Pte.  Grundy 
will  return  to  his  ambulance  duties  in 
Germany  with  the  satisfaction  of  having 
put  up  a  good  and  clean  fight  against  a 
redoubtable  opponent." 

Many  of  Sir  Ian's  friends,  however, 
received  a  shock  when  the  B.B.C.  six 
o'clock  news  told  that  he  was  amongst 
prominent  Conservatives  who  had  been 
defeated.  Sir  Ian  learned  afterwards  that 
the  mistake  was  made  in  the  B.B.C.  news 
room,  just  a  human  error  in  the  rush. 
It  is  paradoxical  that  the  only  mistake 
made  by  the  B.B.C.  should  have  been  made 
.in  relation  to  one  of  their  own  Governors. 
Our  Chairman  was  in  his  car  proceeding 
from  his  constituency  to  St.  Dunstan's 
when  he  himself  heard  the  mistake.  He 
was  very  tired  and  half  asleep  but  was 
listening  with  one  ear  to  the  lists  being 
read  out.  "  I  woke  up  with  a  shock," 
he  said,  "  and  remarked  to  my  wife  who 
was  driving,  'I  suppose  we  are  really 
in.'" 

Many  St.  Dunstaners  commented  on 
the  mistake  in  their  letters  of  congratulation. 
The  following  extract  is  typical  : 

"  The  method  of  announcement  of 
your  success  on  counting  day  (that  is 
to  say,  you  lost  during  the  first  6  p.m. 
news  and  then  it  was  announced  that 
you  had  won  at  the  end  of  the  news)  was 
most  dramatic  and  created  much  more 
elation  in  our  house  than  if  presented  in 
the  normal  way." 


Recording    the    Vote 

Since  1933  the  Blind  Voters  Act,  intro- 
duced by  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  has  been  law,  and, 
generally  speaking,  the  presiding  officers 
have  carried  out  their  new  instructions 
satisfactorily.  Nevertheless,  there  have 
been  isolated  instances  where  the  presiding 
officer  has  not  known  the  law  and  has  refused 
to  allow  a  relative  or  friend  of  the  blind 
voter  to  mark  the  ballot  paper  for  him. 

Two  such  cases  were  brought  to  Sir  Ian's 
notice  after  the  General  Election  on  July 
5th. 

When  A.  Sneddon,  of  St.  Leonard's-on- 
sea,  went  with  his  wife  to  record  his  vote, 
Mrs.  Sneddon  was  told  firmly  by  the 
presiding  officer  to  leave  the  building 
while  her  husband  voted  in  his  charge. 
At  the  previous  election,  the  matter  was 
queried  not  at  all. 

W.  J.  Harris,  of  Fareham,  also  reported 
that  he  too  was  refused  the  right  to  have 
his  vote  recorded  for  him  by  a  friend. 
After  producing  the  "  St.  Dunstan's 
Review,"  in  which  the  new  rules  were 
plainly  set  out,  the  presiding  officer  told 
Harris  that  there  were  not  many  of  the 
necessary  forms,  and  suggested  that  he 
should  follow  a  method  which  he  had  used 
for  a  number  of  other  blind  persons.  He 
put  Harris's  forefinger  on  one  name  and 
his  thumb  on  the  other,  telling  him  who 
they  were,  and  then  Harris  marked  his 
own  paper.  But,  as  he  says,  unless  the 
paper  was  examined  who  could  say  whether 
he  had  a  valid  paper  or  a  spoiled  one,  and 
what  would  happen  with  more  than  two 
candidates  ? 

The  fact  remains  that  the  presiding 
officers  were  wrong  in  both  cases,  and 
Sir  Ian  has  written  explaining  the  new  laws 
to  them. 

Reversi — A  New  Game 

Several  months  ago,  a  few  sample  sets 
of  the  game  of  Reversi  were  sent  out  on 
trial  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  Improvements  have  been  made  and 
the  game  is  now  on  sale  and  should  prove 
a  useful  addition  to  the  various  games  sold 
by  the  National  Institute.  The  list  price 
is  8s.,  but  the  special  price  to  blind  persons 
in  the  British  Empire  (if  for  their  own 
personal  use),  is  5s.  9d.  The  game  can 
be  obtained  from  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street, 
W.l?  and  the  catalogue  number  is  9434, 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

".....  Japan  surrendered !  "  Blessed 
words  broadcast  just  as  "  Notes "  are 
posted.  Although  we  do  not  celebrate 
together  at  Church  Stretton,  the  rejoicing 
will  be  as  widespread  and  united.  The  Evil 
Thing  bested,  prisoners  released,  and  men 
at  last  relieved  of  superhuman  tasks. 
Te  Deum. 

It  was  the  queerest  end-pf-term,  owing 
to  the  threatened  railway  strike.  The 
authorities  were  advised  to  disperse  our 
community  before  Bank  Holiday,  rather 
than  risk  waiting  till  August  8th,  as  planned. 
By  devoted  efforts  on  the  part  of  Matrons, 
Mrs.  Hart  and  Mr.  Banks — interviewing, 
wiring,  telephoning  all  day  and  most  of  the 
night — alternative  arrangements  were  made 
for  all  but  about  twenty  trainees  to  depart 
on  the  Thursday,  complete  with  escorts, 
rations,  laundry  and  pensions — some 
achievement !  Those  '  remaining  till  the 
original  date  could  not  cancel  previous  plans 
and  were  collected  at  "  Tiger."  Frans 
Oosthoek  expected  instructions  any  minute 
for  his  promised  flit  to  Holland.  Miss 
Lloyd,  undauntable  as  ever,  re-arranged 
time-tables,  and  Mr.  Stanners  attracted 
everyone  in  his  morning  discussions.  (To 
this  first  period,  by  the  way,  during  term, 
we  have  been  delighted  .to  welcome  visitors 
on  three  occasions  :  Mr.  Furniss,  from 
Warrington,  a  real  helpful  friend  to  St. 
Dunstan's  ;  Dr.  Weir,  a  "  live  wire,"  who 
had  spent  ten  years  in  Czechoslovakia,  and 
Mr.  Marden,  whose  brains  we  could  pick 
re  to  G.E.C.  We  are  lucky  to  get  such 
contacts  with  experts  in  the  outside  world.) 
An  evening  supper,  a  sing-song  (members 
beginning  with  the  Commandant,  called 
on  for  surprise  items,  which  were  recorded !) 
and  dance,  gave  that  hilarious  family  holiday 
feeling — characteristic  of  St.  Dunstan's 
fellowship. 

Workshops  continue  developing.  The 
Plastic  Moulding  Press  is  going  well. 
Messrs.  Moulded  Products,  Birmingham, 
have  given  a  contract  for  4,800  bakelite 
switch  covers,  completed  by  J.  Carney,  of 
Dunstable,  who  was  previously  a  rubber 
moulder.  He  took  no  longer  than  a  sighted 
person  would,  although  he  had  not 
previously  operated  this  type  of  press 
(Daniels  50-75  ton,  Downstroke),  nor 
moulded  plastic  materials. 

Three  additional  capstan  lathes  are  being 
installed   (a   Ward   No.    2 A,    a  Herbert   4 


Senior,  and  a  Herbert  2D)  ;  these  will  widen 
the  range  of  training,  as  they  are  advanced 
type  machines. 

An  additional  Upholstery  Instructor,  Mr. 
Thatcher,  is  welcomed,  being  very  keen 
and  capable  and  interested  in  our  special 
training. 

A  guard  has  been  fitted  on  the  Drilling 
Machine,  which  permits  its  use  by  our 
trainees  ;  in  fact,  all  the  bakelite  mouldings 
were  drilled  by  our  men  and  passed  fit  by 
the  factory  concerned. 

The  St.  Dunstan's  Fol-de-Rols  gave 
another  excellent  show  one  evening  to  us, 
and  another  to  the  troops — a  generous 
programme  of  good  things.  "  That's  not 
done  at  St.  D's,  chaps  "  (trio,  J.  Newton, 
F.  Freeland  and  L.  White — composed, 
Freeland-Bampton),  and  the  chorus,  "  A 
Happy  Snappy  Song "  (Bampton-Druce), 
call  for  special  mention.  Bob  Bridger  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  composing  this  St. 
Dunstan's  anthem,  sung  first  by  the  chorus, 
then  by  the  audience  : — 

"  Light  the  Torch  and  hold  it  high, 
Pointing  upwards  to  the  sky, 
On  to  find  what  life  has  in  store, 
Joys  we  have  known  and  many  more. 
O'er  the  world  this  flame  shall  burn, 
Towards  its  light  we'll  ever  turn, 
Friends  together,  onward  stride, 
Hand  in  hand  we'll  reach  the  goal, 
And  fill  our  hearts  with  pride. 
St.   Dunstan's  and  the  Torch  shall  be 
our  guide." 
Saturday,  July  28th,  was  a  grand  Sports 
Meeting  at  Brockhurst,  where  competitors 
again    achieved   wonders,    despite    lack    of 
training    beforehand,    owing    to    unsettled 
weather.     A   perfect   summer   day   in   that 
lovely    setting,    excellent    organisation    of 
events,   loyal   help   again  from   the   Army, 
and  over  five  hundred  spectators  invited  to 
tea!     Viv.  Kennard  is  to  be  congratulated 
on    winning    the    most    individual    points. 
It  was  very  jolly  having  the  Croxley  Green 
students  up  to  make  another  team,  and  well 
they     acquitted     themselves,     even     after 
travelling    all    night.     The    thrill    of    the 
afternoon   was   the   Relay   Race — St.    Dun- 
stan's   team    versus    the    Army    members, 
which   the    home   team   won    on   time    by 
1.2-5th    seconds.     The    list    of  winners    is 
appended. 

The  Braille  Reading  Competition  Finals 
took  place  on  Friday,  July  13th,  before  an 
interested    audience.     Harold    Swain    was 
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first,  Gordon  Smith  second,  and  Tom 
Daborn  third,  did  well  in  interline — 
especially  considering  how  recently  all  had 
learnt.  Walter  Thornton  and  Bert  Down- 
ward tied  first  for  the  interpoint,  with 
Despond  Coupe  a  good  second.  Lady 
Buckmaster,  the  Rev.  A.  Nugee,  and  Mr. 
Stanners  were  judges,  giving  points  for 
speed,  accuracy,  and  intelligibility. 

In  addition,  with  play  readings  ("  Gas- 
light "  and  "  A  Cuckoo  in  the  Nest "), 
Dances,  a  C.E.M.A.  concert,  an  invitation 
to  Wolverhampton  Theatre  ("  Poison 
Pen  "),  followed  by  dinner  at  the  Forces 
Club,  visiting  bands  and  lunch-time  shows 
— the  last  month  of  term  certainly  wasn't 
dull! 

From  the  Staff,  Miss  Watson's  leaving 
Belmont  makes  a  gap  everyone  will  feel 
in  a  very  special  way.  Lady  Buckmaster 
will  also  be  much  missed  after  years  of 
devoted  service,  both  to  Braille  and  the 
Tandems.  We  must  hope  that  it  is  only 
"  au  revoir  "  in  each  case. 

We  have  welcomed  eighty-one  new 
trainees  during  the  term.  Among  those 
leaving  are  S.  Spence,  to  Stoke  Mandeville 
for  a  three  months'  course  of  treatment, 
then  to  the  Officers'  Home  at  Angmering- 
on-sea  ;  M.  Norman  to  Llertfordshire 
Institute  of  Agriculture,  St.  Albans  ;  W. 
Thornton  as  Welfare  Officer  at  Cadburys', 
Bournville  ;  T.  Horsfield  to  the  University 
of  Cambridge  for  further  tuition  ;  P. 
Matthews  to  join  his  old  firm  as  Surveyor 
in  Plymouth  ;  M.  McLaren  with  a  view  to 
farming  in  the  future  ;  G.  Durrant,  to 
Wall  &  Co.,  S.E.  5— Inspection ;  A. 
Franklin  to  Benjamin  Electric  Co.,  N.  17, 
Inspection ;  W.  Bowerman,  N.W.  10, 
to  do  woodwork  at  home  ;  T.  Jones  to 
Joseph  Sankey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wellington, 
Salop  (capstan)  ;  J.  Yorke  to  Messrs. 
Hollis  Bros.,  Hull,  as  router  ;  F.  Bentley 
to  B.S.A.,  Ltd.,  Birmingham,  as  capstan  ; 
J.  Ince  to  St.  Dunstan's  Boot  Depot, 
Leicester,  as  boot  repairer ;  R.  Britton, 
Blackpool,  at  home  to  await  settlement  as 
shop-keeper  ;  D.  Beattie  to  await  repatria- 
tion to  Australia ;  N.  Dugdale  to  I.C.I., 
Manchester,  as  telephonist ;  E.  Pratt,  to 
Davey  &  United,  Sheffield,  as  telephonist. 
Good  luck  to  them  all! 

Results  of  Sports 
70  Yards  T.B.— 

V.  Kennard  (D),  8.3-5th  sees. 


70  Yards  S.S.— 

A.  Simpson  (D),  8.4-5th  sees. 
Cricket  Ball— 

A.   Simpson  (D),  216ft.  8in. 
House  Relay — 

Denehurst,  37  sees. 
Standing  Long  Jump — 

V.  Kennard  (D),  8ft.  6in. 
Discus — 

T.  Horsfield  (B),  70ft. 
Weight— 

C.  Williamson  (L),  33ft.   lin. 
Medicine  Ball — 

T.  Horsfield  (B),  31ft.  Tin- 
Walk— 

W.  Morris  (Croxley  Green). 

Open  Relay — 

St.    Dunstan's,    37    sees.  ;    Welch   Regt., 
38.2  sees. 

Tug-o'-War— 

Croxley  Green,  from  Longmynd  House. 

Egg  and  Spoon — 

Belmont,  G.  Obern. 

Sack  Race — 

A.  Hobson. 

Veterans— 

W.     Abrahams,     Denehurst     chef,     1st  ; 
Commandant,  2nd. 

Three-legged  Race — 

P.  Humphreys. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

Braille  Interline. — E.  Cookson,  W. 
Resch,  F.  Hawse,  C.  Williamson,  D. 
Donelly. 

Braille  Interpoint.— C.  Stevens,  G.  M. 
Jordan,  S.  A.  Chambers,  W.  Hildick, 
S.  Tutton,  N.  Dugdale,  W.  Shakspeare. 

Braille  Writing.— J.  Laffey,  T.  Daborn, 

F.  Howe,  P.   Dent,   H.   Swain,  F.   Baugh, 

G.  Smith,  R.  Phillips,  L.  Robinson,  J.  Slee, 
P.  Matthews. 

Typing. — F.  Hawse,  H.  Windley,  J. 
Bolenback,      K.      Mclntyre,      C.      Powell, 

D.  Beddoes,  N.  Hopkins,  H.  King,  E. 
Cooper,  H.  Newall,  T.  Burge,  G.  Mortimer, 

E.  Earnshaw,    R.    A.    Jones,    G.    Fone, 

F.  Oosthoek,  J.  Fenny,  F.  Howe,  P. 
Blackmore,  H.  Goodhead,  A.  Beavan, 
A.  G.  Bradley. 
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Royal    Visitor    at    St.    Dunstan's 

Princess  Eugenie  of  Greece  (Princess 
Radziwill)  who  was  for  some  time  a 
V.A.D.,  at  Tembani,  St.  Dunstan's  Home 
in  South  Africa,  recently  paid  a  visit  to 
St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters  in  Park 
Crescent,  where  she  met  again  six  of  the 
St.  Dunstaners  whom  she  knew  when 
they  were  in  training  in  South  Africa. 
They  were  J.  Ellis,  M.  Burns,  J.  Weeks, 
J.  Inniss,  A.  Vickers  and  C.  Nicholson. 
The  Princess  stayed  for  more  than  two 
hours,  chatting  and  exchanging  remini- 
scences. Two  of  the  St.  Dunstaners, 
J.  Ellis  and  J.  Weeks,  have  married  since 
their  return,  and  their  wives,  both  of  whom 
came  from  South  Africa,  were  also  present 
at  the  reunion. 

British  Legion  Officials  Honoured 

Two  names  in  the  recent  Birthday 
Honours  List  will  be  of  special  interest  to 
St.  Dunstaners.  They  are  those  of  Mr. 
J.  R.  Griffin,  General  Secretary  of  the 
British  Legion,  who  becomes  an  Officer  of 
the  Order  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
Mr.  John  W.  Gard,  Secretary  of  the  Devon 
Branch  of  the  Legion,  who  receives  the 
M.B.E. 

The  "  British  Legion  Journal  "  writes  : 
"  There  is  no  better-known  figure  in  the 
ex-Service  movement,  or  anyone  who  has 
been  more  closely  associated  with  it  at  every 
stage.  Earl  Haig,  who  appreciated  good 
staff  work,  knew  his  value.  We  all  know 
and  appreciate  his  buoyant  personality." 

Mr.  Gard  has  worked  for  the  Legion  in 
the  West  Country  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  and  has  always  taken  a  particular 
interest  in  St.  Dunstan's  and  has  attended 
our  Reunions.  He  himself  is  a  disabled 
soldier  with  badly  damaged  sight. 

Two  Fine  Records 

Congratulations  to  H.  G.  Manning,  of 
Upper  Hollo  way,  who  on  July  18th, 
celebrated  twenty-four  years'  service  as  a 
telephone  operator  with  the  London 
Hospital  and — happy  concidence — was  that 
day  presented  to  Queen  Mary  who  hap- 
pened to  be  visiting  the  Hospital. 

The  Empire  News  on  Sunday,  August 
26th,  recalled  the  splendid  record  of 
another  of  our  telephonists,  Bill  Harding, 
who  last  November  completed  twenty-five 
years  with  his  firm,  Messrs.  Pawsons  and 
Leafs,  Ltd.,  by  a  long  article  and  a  picture 
of  him  at  his  board. 


Points  from  Letters 

"  In  the  braille  shorthand  system,  the 
dots  4,  5  and  6,  represent  the  words 
"  spirit  "  "  several  "  and  "  small."  Having 
regard  to  this  fact  some  measure  of  con- 
fusion arises.  The  following  sentence  is 
an  example  : — "  The  linoleum,  when  col- 
lected, was  found  to  have  been  cut  into 
several  pieces."  The  shorthand  writer  could 
make  this  sentence  read — .  .  .  .  was  found 
to  have  been  cut  into  small  pieces." 

"  I  have  not  had  time  to  wade  through 
the  whole  braille  shorthand  system  but 
it  would  be  interesting  to  learn  whether 
any  of  my  contemporary  scribes  have 
experienced  similar  difficulties  with  any 
other  signs.'        p  j  Conlin,  London,  W.9. 

Advanced    Braille    Reading    Test 

Congratulations  to  the  following  St. 
Dunstaners  who  have  been  successful  in 
passing  the  Advanced  Braille  Reading  Test 
during  the  past  month  : 

G.  M.  Jordan,  Rhymney ;  W.  H. 
Hildick,  Shrewsbury ;  S.  V.  Tutton, 
Rhondda  ;  W.  Shakspeare,  Birmingham  ; 
S.  A.  Chambers,  Birmingham ;  P.  S. 
Sumner,  Worcester ;  W.  Robinson, 
London,  N.4  ;  W.  H.  Taylor,  St.  John's 
Wood ;  P.  Nuyens,  London,  N.W.  ;  S. 
Webster,  Horley ;  F.  E.  Parker,  Luton ; 
A.  Abram,  Stockport ;  J.  Power,  Birken- 
head ;  W.  P.  Nolan,  Pontefract ;  J.  G. 
Healy,  Blackpool ;  M.  Burran,  London. 
W.l  ;  P.  Martin,  Thornton  Heath  ;  R.  J, 
Williams,  Blackpool ;  T.ap  Rhys,  Bangor  ; 
T.  Kent,  Chelmsford  ;  P.  Johns,  Chester- 
field ;  E.  Mills,  Walsall;  W.  Robinson, 
Grantham ;    V.  A.  Clay,  Nottingham. 

To  a  St.  Dunstan's  Nurse 

Dear  God,  I  cannot  see  but  I  can  hear 
And  feel  the  presence  of  an  Angel  near 
To  guide  my  footsteps,  whensoever  I  tread, 
That  far  away  from  danger  Vll  be  led, 
Her  voice  is  like  sweet  music  to  my  ear, 
Bidding  me  hope  anew  and  never  fear, 
That  by  Thy  mercy  once  again  III  see 
The  glorious  ivorks  of  Thy  great  Majesty. 

Dear  God,  I  cannot  see  but  I  can  hear, 

Knowing  that  by  her  presence  Thou  art  near 

And  watching  o'er  me  with  Thy  loving  care, 

Bestowing  gifts  of  love  and  virtues  rare. 

I  feel  the  joy  of  happiness  betide 

And  pray  she  will  be  always  at  my  side. 

Dear  God,  when  darkness  lifts  and  shadows  flee, 

Vll  see  my  Angel  in  Eternity.      G.  S.  White. 
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Births 

Barton. — On  August  18th,  to  the  wife  of 

S.   Barton,  of  Bootle  (new  war),  a  son. 
Brereton. — On  July  19th,  to  the  wife  of 

G.    Brereton,    of   Derby    (new    war),    a 

daughter — Carole  Maureen. 
Ward. — On  July  27th,  to  the  wife  of  E.  P. 

Ward,    of    Dublin    (new    war),    a    son, 

Joseph  Andrew. 

Deaths 

We   extend   our   very   sincere   sympathy 
this  month  to  the  following  : 
Hamilton. — To  Jo.   Hamilton,   of  Belfast 

(new  war),  whose  mother  passed  away 

on  July  30th. 
Jennings. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Jennings, 

of  Bradford,  whose  eldest  daughter  died 

on    July    27th.     She    leaves    live    small 

children. 
Matthews. — To     H.     N.     Matthews,     of 

Wolverhampton,    whose    mother,    with 

whom  he  lived,  passed  away  on  August 

2nd. 
Noble. — To   Mr.    and   Mrs.    J.   Noble,  of 

St.    Albans,    whose    daughter    died    on 

July  22nd,  after  a  long  illness. 
Symonds. — To  J.  Symonds,  of  Hunstanton, 

who  lost  his  wife  on  July  15th. 

Marriages 

Quigley — Smith. — On       August        25th. 

Bernard   Quigley,   of  South   Shields,   to 

Miss  Rose  Anne  Smith. 
Russell — Taylor. — On      August       18th, 

Ernest  Russell,  of  Leeds  (new  war),  to 

Miss  Rosita  Taylor. 
Shillito. — On     September     8th,     E.     S. 

Shillito,  of  Dronfield,  to  Mrs.  Henson. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  upon 
their  anniversaries  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Rose,  North  Berwick,  April  7th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Sumner,  Worcester,  July  15th  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Williams,  Windhill,  near 
Shipley,  July  24th ;  Squadron  Leader 
W.  T.  Curtis-Willson  and  Mrs.  Curtis- 
Willson,  Brighton,  July  31st;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Prince,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
August  2nd  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hildick, 
Crowmoor,  Salop,  August  3rd  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  L.  Douglas,  Osterley,  August 
7th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jones,  Faversham, 
September  11th. 

Meccano  Wanted 

The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
anyone  who  has  a  Meccano  set  to  sell. 


Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Congratulations  to  David  Strachan,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Strachan,  of  Motherwell, 
who  has  secured  a  pass  in  Botany  at  Glasgow 
University  for  the  degree  of  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

In  the  Northern  Regional  Children's 
Hour  on  August  7th,  John  Harvey  Smith, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Smith,  of  Bolsover, 
represented  the  children  in  the  North. 
Before  the  contest,  Harvey,  who  has  a 
lovely  soprano  voice,  sang  two  songs, 
He  had  six  correct  answers  out  of  seven  in 
the  Quiz  questions  in  which  all  the  other 
stations  were  linked,  enabling  the  North  to 
win  the  round  for  the  first  time.  Uncle 
Mac  in  London  was  Question  Master. 
Marriages 

Peggy  Diana  Collinson  (Blandford),  on 
July  26th,  to  S.Sgt.  B.  F.  Yarosz,  United 
States  Army. 

On  July  12th,  Audrey  May  Blakeley, 
Okehampton,  to  Cpl.  Shirley  Henry  Hayes, 
Dragoon  Guards. 

Petty  Officer  S.  R.  Back  (Teignmouth), 
on  August  8th,  to  Miss  Freda  Alice  Drew. 

Captain  Dick  Leonard  (Brighton),  on 
July  21st,  to  Miss  Ellen  Phillips. 

Marion  Mitchell  (Leith),  on  March  7th, 
to  Mr.  Frederick  Sidgwick. 

Rifleman  George  Thomas  Jones  (Green- 
wich), on  July  21st,  to  Miss  Doris  Violet 
Hardy. 

Honour 

Captain  Bernard  Winsley  Wright,  Corps 
of  Royal  Engineers,  son  of  R.  F.  Wright, 
of  Crawley  Down,  Sussex,  has  been 
awarded  the  Military  Cross  for  his  bravery 
following  the  attack  on  the  Gothic  Line. 
With  complete  disregard  for  danger,  he 
carried  out  a  series  of  reconnaissances  which 
were  of  vital  importance,  and,  to  quote 
the  official  citation,  "  set  an  example  of 
devotion  to  duty  and  fearlessness  of  a 
high  order  which  played  a  vital  part  in  the 
forward  moves  of  the  armour." 

New  War  Placings 

M.  G.  Durrant,  with  Messrs.  E.  R. 
Watts,  of  Camberwell,  as  a  machine  shop 
store-keeper  ;  F.  Bentley,  of  Birmingham, 
with  the  B.S.A.  Ltd.,  as  a  capstan  operator  ; 
Eric  Pratt,  of  Sheffield,  as  telephone 
operator,  to  Davy  and  United,  Ltd.  ;  A. 
Burnham,  of  Oxford,  in  the  Inspection 
Department  of  Morris  Motors,  Ltd.  ; 
T.  Jones,  of  Wellington,  as  a  capstan 
operator  with  Messrs.  Joseph  Sankey,  Ltd. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

TEMBANI,  which  was  the  St.  Dunstan's  preliminary  Training  Centre  in  South  Africa, 
closed  down  on  September  30th.  Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  Mediterranean  during 
the  dangerous  years,  men  wounded  in  the  Middle  East  were  evacuated  down  the  East 
coast  of  Africa  to  South  Africa,  where  the  British  Government  set  up  a  number  of  hospitals 
to  care  for  them.  At  the  request  of  the  British  Government,  St.  Dunstan's  in  London, 
with  the  co-operation  and  the  splendid  management  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  South  Africa, 
set  up  Tembani,  and  a  considerable  number  of  blinded  soldiers  stayed  there  for  a  few  weeks 
or  months.  Thus  in  our  world,  as  in  the  greater  world  outside,  South  Africa  has  rendered 
a  great  service  to  the  common  cause.  Tembanians  quickly  developed  a  life  of  their  own, 
based  upon  the  St.  Dunstan's  tradition,  but  introducing  many  elements  due  to  the  location 
of  the  house  in  a  new  country,  and  to  the  new  friends  who  helped. 

The  closing  of  Tembani  is  the  closing  of  a  chapter  of  the  St.  Dunstan's  story  of  which 
we  are  proud,  and  all  St.  Dunstaners  who  were  there  will  join  me  in  thanking  Mr.  Alers 
Hankey  and  his  Committee,  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates,  and  all  the  staff,  and  the  public  of  South 
Africa  for  an  outstanding  effort  which  will  be  remembered  by  all  who  took  part  in  it  as 
long  as  they  live. 

Men  from  the  Dominions  at  St.  Dunstan's 

As  a  result  of  the  closing  of  Tembani  and  for  other  reasons,  there  are  now  nine  South 
Africans  here  in  Britain  who  are  in  various  stages  of  their  early  training  or  settlement  in 
their  professions  and  occupations. 

The  first  New  Zealander  of  this  war  has  also  arrived,  sent  over  by  his  Government 
for  training.  These  men  join  the  many  Canadians  and  the  two  Australians  who  have  so 
far  come  to  us,  and  thus  complete  the  representation  of  the  Dominions.  We  are  glad  to 
welcome  them  and  to  make  them  one  with  us  in  the  brotherhood  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

i 

N.I.B.'s  Vice-Chairman 

Godfrey  Robinson,  M.C.,  St.  Dunstaner  of  the  last  war,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  !National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  After  recovering  from  his  blindness,  and  after 
trailing  at  St.  Dunstan's,  he  returned  to  his  family  business,  which  w;,s  an  important  food 
importing  and  distributing  firm.  When  this  war  broke  out  his  brothers  joined  or  rejoined 
the'  Forces,  and  he  became  the  acting  and  active  head  of  the  family  business.  These 
responsibilities,  together  with  representation  of  the  trade  on  a  number  of  advisory  committees 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  kept  him  very  fully  occupied  in  an  important  war  post,  but  he 
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still  had  time  to  devote  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  in  which  he  had  taken  a  lifelong  interest. 
He  used  to  come  to  London  every  week  and  stay  alone  at  a  hotel  to  attend  to  his  public  and 
private  business  and  to  help  in  blind  welfare.  One  night  he  made  an  exception  to  the 
rule  and  stayed  at  my  house,  and,  as  a  result,  he  lost  the  whole  of  his  baggage,  for  my  house 
was  bombed  and  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  co-operates  with  St.  Dunstan's  in  very  many 
matters,  including  the  provision  of  braille  and  Talking  Books  and  research  work.  I  am 
happy  to  think  that  a  St.  Dunstaner  should  have  been  elected  to  such  a  high  office,  and 
I  am  sure  that  all  readers  will  join  in  wishing  Godfrey  Robinson  all  success  in  his  new  job. 

Registration  of  the  Disabled 

The  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act  became  law  during  the  period  of  Mr. 
Churchill's  Government.  Its  broad  object  was  to  ensure  training  and  employment  for  all 
disabled  persons  who  were  able  to  work,  either  under  ordinary  conditions  in  ordinary 
factories,  or  under  special  conditions  in  ordinary  factories,  or  in  extreme  cases  under  special 
conditions  in  special  factories. 

Some  of  the  provisions  regarding  training  came  into  force  during  the  war,  but  others 
were  scheduled  to  begin  after  the  war,  including  the  provisions  regarding  employment. 
The  Act  empowers  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  fix  a  quota,  say  of  two  or  three  or  four  per 
cent.,  which  will  represent  the  proportion  of  seriously  disabled  persons  who  must  be 
employed  by  every  substantial  firm.  A  substantial  firm  is  one  which  has  more  than  twenty 
employees.  This  quota  will  be  adjusted  to  a  point  at  which  it  should  provide  employment 
for  all  who  are  capable  of  employment,  but  before  the  quota  can  be  fixed  the  Government 
must  know  how  many  disabled  persons  there  are  who  want  jobs,  and  for  this  purpose 
there  must  be  registration.  Quite  recently  in  the  newspapers  and  on  the  wireless  it  was 
announced  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  registration  to  begin.  The  announcement 
described  the  scheme  and  said  : — 

An  application,  which  must  be  on  a  form  prescribed  for  the  purpose,  may  be  made  at  any  Local 
Office  {e.g.,  an  Employment  Exchange  or  Regional  Appointments  Office)  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service.  In  the  case  of  1914-1918  disablement  pensioners,  employers  may  apply  for 
their  registration,  but  the  normal  rule  for  others  is  that  they  should  apply  in  person.  Application 
may,  however,  be  made  if  necessary  by  post,  and  exceptionally  an  application  can  be  accepted  from 
a  responsible  person  on  behalf  of  an  applicant.  An  explanatory  leaflet  on  the  scheme  can  be  obtained 
from  any  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry. 

I  recommend  all  St.  Dunstaners  who  feel  themselves  capable  of  employment,  and  who 
want  it,  or  who  are  in  employment  and  wish  to  keep  it,  to  carry  out  the  procedure  indicated 
in  the  announcement  and  go  to  their  Labour  Exchange  and  register  their  names  (unless 
in  the  case  of  last  war  St.  Dunstaners  they  know  that  their  employer  has  already  done 
so  on  their  behalf).  St.  Dunstaners  who  do  hobby  or  side-line  work  not  amounting  to 
more  than  £1  per  week,  and  who  are  in  receipt  of  the  supplementary  pension,  should  not 
register.  Nor  should  masseurs  or  shop-keepers  or  poultry  farmers  or  others  who  work 
on  their  own  account,  and  do  not  want  the  Labour  Exchange  to  find  them  employment. 

Registration  with  the  Employment  Exchange  does  not  mean  that  St.  Dunstan's  will 
cease  to^make  itself  responsible  for  trying  to  find  jobs,  or  for  giving  all  possible  help  in 
holding  down  jobs,  but  as  the  employer  will  be  bound  to  take  a  certain  percentage  of  disabled 
persons,  he  will  expect  every  St.  Dunstaner  he  is  employing  to  count  in  the  quota,  and 
therefore  every  employable  or  employed  St.   Dunstaner  should  be  registered. 

Good  News  about  Pensions 

Just  as  we  go  to  press,  the  Editor  is  able  to  slip  in  this  line  to  say  that  there  is  good 
news  about  pensions. 

The  story  started  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  I  happened  to  be  the  first  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to  make  a  strong  plea  for  Workmen's  Compensation  to  be  changed.  I  said 
the  weekly  compensation  of  an  injured  workman  ought  not  to  be  scaled  down  as  his 
earnings  went  up.     Mr.  Osbert  Peake,  one-time  Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Office,  and 
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then  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  said  that  my  speech  influenced  the  Government 
to  make  this  change,  and  a  Bill  was  introduced  before  the  Election  but  did  not  have  time 
to  pass.  Now  the  Bill  has  come  up  again  and  obtained  a  second  reading,  and  included 
in  it  is  the  proposal  that  compensation  for  injured  workmen  should  be  fixed  at  45  shillings 
a  week  instead  of  being  related  to  the  wages  lost.  I  immediately  interrupted  Mr.  Griffiths, 
the  Minister  who  was  introducing  the  Bill,  to  say  that  injured  soldiers  must  receive  at  least 
as  good  treatment  as  injured  workmen.  General  Fitzpatrick,  Chairman  of  the  British 
Legion,  and  I  brought  immediate  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Minister  of  Pensions,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  flat  rate  will  go  up.  We  shall  ask  for  the  children's  allowance  to 
go  up  too.     Perhaps  an  announcement  will  be  made  before  you  read  these  lines. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Japanese  Prisoners  of  War 

St.  Dunstan's  has  taken  immediate  steps 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  an  early  repatriation 
of  blinded  prisoners  of  war  who  have  been 
in  Japanese  camps. 

Through  the  good  offices  of  the  British 
Red  Cross,  we  have  information  of  four 
such  cases,  one  of  whom  has,  in  addition, 
lost  both  hands. 

We  now  know  that  one  man  is  safe  at 
Singapore  and  two  others  are  safe  in  New 
South  Wales  en  route  for  home.  They  are 
being  looked  after  by  the  New  South  Wales 
War-blinded  Welfare  Committee,  and  our 
St.  Dunstaner,  Captain  Gilbert  Nobbs,  tells 
us  that  they  are  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

Unfortunately  there  is  as  yet  no  further 
news  of  the  handless  man  who,  when  we 
last  heard,  was  at  a  camp  in  Java. 

News  from  Canada 

Congratulations  to  Col.  E.  A.  Baker,  who 
has  had  the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of 
laws  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University 
of  Toronto.  Colonel  Baker  is  a  St.  Dun- 
staner of  the  last  war,  and  managing 
director  of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

Cecil  Purkis,  of  Preston,  Ontario,  on 
VE  Day  led  the  cheering  crowd  on  his  cornet 
in  a  programme  of  patriotic  songs.  A  few 
weeks  previously  he  had  given  his  twentieth 
donation  of  blood  to  the  Red  Cross 
Transfusion  Service. 

St.  Dunstaner  Honoured 

Congratulations  to  Squadron  Leader 
W.  T.  Curtis- Wills  on,  who  has  been  invited 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Disablement  Advisory 
Committee  covering  Brighton  and  the 
West  Sussex  Area. 


The  Braille  Review 

The  St.  Dunstan's  Review  has  now 
appeared  in  braille  for  ten  months  and 
many  St.  Dunstaners  have  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  it.  We  are  delighted  that 
this  is  so  and  we  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
hear  from  any  St.  Dunstaner  who  has  not 
yet  had  a  copy  and  would  like  to  be  put  on 
the  list.  On  the  other  hand,  if  anyone  is 
receiving  it  and  does  not  need  it,  will  he 
please  notify  the  Editor,  because  the  paper 
situation   is    still    serious. 

87  Albany  Street 

The  many  St.  Dunstaners  who  have 
stayed  at  87  Albany  Street  will  hear  with 
regret  that  Mrs.  Wiggins  has  had  a  serious 
breakdown  in  health  and  has  reluctantly 
had  to  close  down  her  house. 

Mrs.  Wiggins'  connection  with  St. 
Dunstan's  goes  back  some  twenty  years, 
and  hundreds  of  St.  Dunstaners  have 
enjoyed  the  warm,  friendly  hospitality  of 
"  No.  87."  Now  it  is  to  be  closed  and  we 
all  regret  the  reason  for  its  closing,  but  St. 
Dunstaners  everywhere  will  join  with  us 
in  wishing  Mrs.  Wiggins  a  speedy  return 
to  health  and  many  happy  years. 

Killed  in  Action 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that 
John,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers, 
of  Northenden,  Manchester,  who  was 
reported  missing,  believed  killed,  is  now 
known  to  have  lost  his  life  on  May  12th, 
1944,  on  air  operations. 

London  Transport  Passes 

Will  St.  Dunstaners  please  note  that  the 
London  Passenger  Transport  Board  bus 
passes,  due  normally  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  this  year,  will  be  regarded  as  available 
for  another  year,  up  to  December  31st,  1946, 
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St.    Dunstaners    Join    the    Navy 

"  Hey  there  :  Wakie,  wakie,  show  a  leg ! 
It's  a  lovely  morning,  kippers  for  breakfast, 
lash  up  and  stow  .  .  .  ." 

Last  week  I  was  one  of  forty  blinded 
ex-Servicemen  lucky  enough  to  go  to  the 
annual  camp  for  St.  Dunstaners,  organised 
by  Padre  and  Mrs.  Spurway,  of  Titchfield, 
where  our  daily  routine  was  punctuated  by 
such  "  pipes  "  and  the  regular  clanging  of 
the  ship's  bell. 

Strangely  enough,  not  one  of  our  number 
was  an  ex-naval  man,  but  our  sailor  friends 
soon  explained  the  mysteries  of  the  dog 
watch  and  other  nautical  terms,  and  we 
were    soon   made   to   feel   at   home. 

As  one  of  the  new  generation  of  St. 
Dunstaners,  this  was  my  first  camp,  but 
Mrs.  Spurway  has  arranged  these  annual 
camps  ever  since  1920,  and  some  of  the 
fellows  had  been  to  eighteen  of  them. 

Accommodation  and  catering  presented 
a  great  difficulty  in  this  year's  camp,  the 
first  since  1939,  and  Mrs.  Spurway  ap- 
proached the  Fleet  Air  Arm  with  a  view 
to  borrowing  some  huts,  which  she  had 
seen  at  Lee-on-Solent.  This,  however, 
could  not  be  done,  but  the  Commodore  of 
H.M.S.  Daedalus  very  kindly  offered  to  put 
us  under  canvas  in  the  grounds  of  Seafield 
Park,  which  is  part  of  his  land-based  ship, 
and  also  undertook  to  do  the  catering  for 
the  party.  This  in  itself  would  have  been 
a  very  great  service,  but  it  was  apparently 
not  enough  for  the  Navy.  When  we 
arrived  we  were  told  of  a  very  full  and 
exciting  programme  which  had  been 
arranged  for  us.  Every  morning  there 
was  a  "  liberty  boat  "  in  the  form  of  a 
naval  lorry  to  take  us  into  Lee-on-Solent, 
where  we  split  up  into  small  groups  and 
amused  ourselves  in  various  ways.  On 
two  occasions  during  the  week  we  went 
aboard  the  "  real  thing,"  when  our  naval 
hosts  took  us  out  cruising  on  the  Solent. 
A  pleasant  afternoon  was  spent  in  "  watch- 
ing "  a  cricket  match,  played  between  a 
Home  Counties  team  and  a  ship's  eleven, 
most  descriptive  commentaries  being  given 
by  well-known  "  pros."  in  the  visiting 
team.  We  had  two  rip-roaring  nights 
when  we  were  entertained  by  the  Petty 
Officers  of  No.  34  Mess,  and  by  the  Chief 
Petty  Officers  of  No.  23  Mess.  The 
W.R.N. S.  also  played  a  big  part  in  making 
ours  an  enjoyable  holiday  by  taking  us  for 


walks  and  afternoon  teas,  and  on  one 
occasion  fifteen  of  us  were  entertained  at 
the  local  "  Wrennery "  to  supper,  which 
was  followed  by  a  very  jolly  sing-song  and 
an  impromptu  dance. 

On  behalf  of  my  fellow  campers  I  should 
like  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude  to  the 
Commodore  and  to  every  member  of  the 
ship's  company  of  H.M.S.  Daedalus  for  a 
really  bumper  victory  camp.  Not  only  for 
their  great  kindness  in  providing  us  with 
a  camp,  but  for  all  the  little  services  which 
everyone  volunteered  so  freely. 

There  was  Lt.  Comdr.  Swanee,  who  not 
only  proved  himself  an  ideal  Entertain- 
ments Manager,  but  also  a  very  friendly  and 
cordial  "  skipper."  There  was  the  C.P.O. 
who  erected  the  marquees,  and,  although  a 
stranger  to  St.  Dunstan's,  showed  great 
forethought  when  he  put  up  guide  wires 
from  tent  to  tent  and  all  round  the  camp. 
There  was  the  Wren  who  brought  us  a  jug 
of  tea  early  every  morning  before  going  on 
duty  in  the  galley ;  the  C.P.O.s  and  ratings 
who  came  to  the  tents  to  assist  with  our 
letter  writing.  There  were  also  those  who 
did  voluntary  dining  tent  duties.  The 
whole  ship's  company  gave  up  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  rations  to  provide 
us  daily  with  cigarettes  and  beer. 

To  them  all  we  send  our  hearty  thanks 
for  a  very  jolly  time,  and  this  victory  camp 
will  always  recall  memories  of  a  very 
happy  week  spent  with  the  Navy.  And  of 
course  our  grateful  thoughts  also  go  out  to 
Padre  and  Mrs.  Spurway  and  to  all  the 
V.A.D.s  who  helped  to  make  the  camp 
such  a  splendid  success.        JAMes  E.  Ellis. 

Mr.  Sorrell  Retires 

Mr.  W.  B.  Sorrell,  Basket  Technical 
Visitor,  has  retired  from  St.  Dunstan's 
after  nearly  twenty-three  years'   service. 

After  serving  in  the  last  war  he  came  to 
us  in  1923  as  a  Basket  Instructor,  and 
during  the  years  he  has  been  with  us  he 
has  proved  a  loyal  and  efficient  Visitor  and 
a  real  friend  to  all  those  basket-makers 
whom  he  visited.  They  will  miss  him, 
but  they  will  join  with  us  in  expressing  our 
deep  appreciation  of  his  long  and  valuable 
service,  and  will  wish  him  the  very  best  of 
good  luck  in  his  well-earned  retirement. 
FOR    SALE. 

Three-Speed  Tandem.  —  Splendid  condition, 
dynamo  lighting.  £14— W.  Haslam,  130  Mill 
Street,  Crewe. 
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Viceroy  Visits  Indian  St.  Dunstan's 

His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  of  India, 
Lord  Wavell,  accompanied  by  Lady  Wavell, 
on  September  25th  visited  St.  Dunstan's 
Hostel  for  Indian  war-blinded  at  Dehra 
Dun.  Lord  Wavell  is  Patron  of  St. 
Dunstan's  All-India  Committee. 

Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie,  who  is  St. 
Dunstan's  representative  in  India,  and  has 
established  the  Indian  St.  Dunstan's, 
writes  : — 

"  The  monsoon  would  not  stop,  but 
went  on  for  ten  days  beyond  its  allotted 
span — two  to  eight  inches  a  day — a  droning, 
drenching,  endless  downpour,  with  plenty 
of  thunder  and  lightning.  I  prepared  an 
emergency  wet  weather  programme,  cutting 
out  our  main  parade,  tea  on  the  lawn,  etc., 
and  we  had  to  put  this  into  effect.  We 
cleared  out  the  Gurkha  Barrack  and  it  made 
a  grand  drawing  room  set  out  for  tea,  and 
Lady  Wavell,  as  she  sat  beside  me  at  tea, 
gazed  over  it  appreciatively  and  asked  : 
'  Is  this  your  Officers'  Mess  ?  ' 

"  Inadequately  protected  by  umbrellas,  we 
dashed  from  building  to  building,  but  in 
spite  of  it  all  the  visit  was  a  grand  success." 

It  was  a  particularly  happy  day  for  Sir 
Clutha,  because  his  son  Ian,  previously 
reported  missing  while  on  Commando 
service  against  the  Japanese,  was  able  to 
spend  some  time  at  Dehra  Dun  before 
returning  to  New  Zealand,  and  in  spite  of 
his  grim  experiences,  was  in  good  shape. 

There  are  now  about  eighty-five  blinded 
men  at  Dehra  Dun,  and  numbers  are  still 
coming  in.  Two  of  the  handless  men  have 
now  experimented  with  specially  devised 
gadgets  for  the  handless,  sent  out  from 
England,  and  have  made  a  great  initial 
success. 

Good  News  of  Japanese  Prisoners 

We  are  delighted  to  have  news  of  the 
following  prisoners  of  war,  until  recently 
in  Japanese  hands  : — 

Albert  Brewer,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G. 
Brewer,  of  Redruth,  is  home  at  last. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Payne,  of 
New  Orwell,  is  safe  and  in  hospital  in  India. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Chaffin,  of  Leighton 
Buzzard,  have  received  a  cable  that  their 
son,  Reg.,  too,  is  safe  in  India. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Rowe,  of 
Burslem,  is  safe  and  expects  to  be  home 
shortly.     This  is  their  first  news  since  1943. 


The  Closing  of  Tembani 

Tembani  has  closed,  its  purpose  accom- 
plished. For  three  and  a  half  years  it  has 
been  the  St.  Dunstan's  of  South  Africa  to 
the  men  who  were  blinded  in  the  Middle 
East,  and  who  were  not  able  to  return  at 
once  to  this  country,  and  it  was  with  mixed 
feelings  that  the  few  remaining  trainees 
gathered  in  the  Dance  Room  on  September 
6th  for  the  official  closing  ceremony,  and, 
with  Matron  Pease,  the  V.A.D.s  and  staff 
and  many  friends  heard  Mrs.  Chadwick 
Bates  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  South 
African  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  Alers  Hankey. 

Mrs.  Bates  opened  the  sad  evening  by 
reading  aloud  letters  she  had  received  from 
Jimmie  Ellis  and  others,  thanking  Tembani 
for  all  that  had  been  done  for  them  in  those 
never-to-be-forgotten  early  days.  Mr. 
Hankey,  replying,  spoke  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Committee  and  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
men,  and  told,  amid  laughter,  how  Mrs. 
Bates  always  bullied  the  Committee  into 
agreeing  to  what  she  wanted  for  them. 
It  was,  he  said,  with  deep  regret  that 
Tembani  was  being  closed,  but  the  number 
of  men  in  South  Africa  was  now  very  few, 
and  many  were  coming  to  England  to  take 
up  massage  training. 

Frank  Mandy  thanked  everybody  present 
on  behalf  of  the  men  who  were  then  at 
Tembani,  and  Jack  Vincent,  on  behalf  of 
those  who  had  passed  through,  warmly 
endorsed  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
Jimmie  Ellis's  letter  to  Mrs.  Bates. 

There  were  toasts  to  H.M.  the  King,  to 
Mrs.  Bates  and  Matron  Pease,  to  the 
Committee,  and  to  the  V.A.D.s  and  staff, 
and  there  were  telegrams  from  many 
friends,  including  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser. 

So  the  evening  ended,  but  on  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  a  final  dance  was  held  and,  to 
the  strains  of  Auld  Lang  Syne,  we  said 
goodbye. 

Tembani's  work  was  finished,  but  the 
spirit  of  Tembani  lives  on. 


Arthur  Morgan,  of  Hull,  a  new  war  St. 
Dunstaner,  who  was  a  well-known  athlete 
before  he  was  blinded,  presented  the  cup  and 
prizes  at  a  concert  following  a  Victory  Walk. 
The  cup  was  the  Morgan  Cup — named  after 
our  St.  Dunstaner,  who  also  took  part  in 
the  walk, 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Five  weeks  of  holiday  away,  followed 
by  four  weeks  of  work  here,  seem  to  fill  the 
gap  since  our  last  Notes — AND — a  whole 
week  of  fine  weather! 

We  have  welcomed  thirty-four  new 
trainees,  some  from  the  Far  East,  besides 
four  from  South  Africa,  and  Lieut.  Somer- 
vell from  the  New  Zealand  Artillery. 

Among  the  thirty-two  who  have  left 
during  these  two  months  are  :  On  inspection 
jobs — A.  Burnham,  to  Messrs.  Morris 
Motors,  Ltd.,  Oxford ;  C.  Hoyle,  to 
Messrs.  A.  V.  Roe,  Ltd.,  Manchester.  To 
work  on  capstan  lathes — D.  Gallagher,  to 
Messrs.  A.  V.  Roe,  Ltd.  As  telephonist — 
L.  Northwood,  to  Shell  Petroleum,  Ply- 
mouth. To  a  post  with  Barclay's  Bank, 
Ltd.,  Lombard  Street,  London,  Harry 
Davenport.  For  an  assembly  job  with 
Messrs.  Mossley  Industries,  Ltd.,  Weir 
Mill,  Mossley,  J.  H.  McDermott.  While 
J.  White  has  started  with  Supholstery,  Ltd., 
Cardiff;  Corporal  Jimmy  Staples  and  M.  J. 
Luba,  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force,  have  left 
for  repatriation  to  Canada,  and  D.  Beattie, 
Royal  Australian  Air  Force,  to  Australia. 
Duggie  Parmenter  has  taken  the  rest  of 
his  matriculation  examination,  and  left  with 
Mrs.  Parmenter  {nee  El  well)  for  19  Rosen- 
thal Road,  Catford,  to  await  appointment. 
Success  to  them  all. 

A  welcome  visitor  to  the  morning 
Discussion  Class  was  Mr.  Pollock,  member 
of  the  Executive  Council  for  Palestine,  and 
District  Commissioner  for  Jerusalem,  who 
had  entered  that  city  with  Allenby  in  1918. 
We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  these 
outside  contacts  with  people  "  in  the 
know,"  whose  brains  we  can  pick. 

The  Musical  Circle  organised  another 
evening  Concert,  partly  gramophone 
recital,  with  the  artistes,  Eric  Hunter  and 
W.  F.  Holman  (pianists)  and  Miss  Vera 
George  (mezzo-soprano). 

The  always-popular  Croft  Hermits  Reper- 
tory Company  have  come  again,  this  time 
with  the  play  "  The  Hextons  " — fully  up 
to  their  usual  high  standard.  Their  finished 
acting  is  a  real  pleasure,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  for  all  they  do  for  us. 

On  two  Wednesday  afternoons  parties 
of  thirty  trainees  were  invited  to  the 
Wolverhampton  Grand  Theatre  for  the 
plays,  "  Night  Must  Fall "  and  "  The 
Breadwinner  " — both  most  happy  outings. 


The  All- Services  Club  provided  a  meat  tea 
and  cigarettes  one  day,  and  the  Women's 
Social  Club  gave  a  real  spread  the  other 
time.     Nice  kind  friends  ! 

"  Love  from  a  Stranger "  was  a  most 
successful  play-reading  at  Longmynd,  pro- 
viding appropriate  creeps  and  shudders  to 
an  appreciative  audience !  A  scavenge 
hunt  at  Longmynd  was  also  much  enjoyed. 
Although  the  objects  required  included  a 
rabbit's  tail,  a  red  rose,  a  runner  bean  more 
than  ten  inches  long,  a  newspaper  of 
September  19th,  the  height  of  Church 
Stretton  Station  above  sea-level,  and  the 
finding  of  a  R.A.M.C.  orderly  in  Cardingmill 
valley  to  ascertain  what  was  amiss  with  his 
uniform  (brown  shoe-laces  on  black  boots  !), 
several  couples  tied  ;  from  the  final  test, 
viz.,  to  choose  two  lumps  of  coal  from 
"  Tiger,"  measuring  twelve  and  eight  inches 
round,  Geoff.  Preston  emerged  victorious. 
Dance  invitations  have  been  accepted 
from  Atcham  R.A.F.  Station,  Toe  H  at 
Morris's,  Shrewsbury,  Montford  Bridge 
R.A.F.  Station,  Battlefield  Camp,  and 
Attingham.  Visiting  dance  bands  have 
included  the  Codon  Band,  the  Pioneer 
Band,  the  K.S.L.I.  Band  (with  spot  prizes), 
and  the  Rhythm  Aces  Band. 

The  Hereford  Allied  Concert  Party  gave 
an  evening's  entertainment,  which  was 
much  enjoyed,  and  Harry  Meadow's  Male 
Voice  Choir  and  Concert  Party  from 
Wolverhampton  came  another  day. 

Mr.  Bampton  organised  another  Informal 
Concert  of  St.  Dunstan's  talent,  including 
a  "  quiz."  The  principal  novelties  were 
a  "  Jam  Session,"  when  two  pianos  and 
drums  carried  the  audience  along  with 
varying  rhythm,  and  J.  M.  Botha,  one  of 
our  new  South  Africans,  with  his  guitar. 
Another  member  of  the  teaching  staff 
leaving  us  is  Miss  Downer  who  will  be 
much  missed.  She  was  of  special  assistance 
to  the  massage  students  with  their  notes 
and  Latin— in  gratitude  for  which  they 
presented  her  with  a  handsome  leather  bag. 
When  the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  Penny- 
a-Week  Red  Cross  Fund  closed,  on  June 
30th,  our  St.  Dunstan's  Branch  had  colledted 
for  it  £321  19s.  9d.  The  trainees  asked  to 
continue  contributing  to  the  Red  Cross 
General  Fund,  and  £24  13s.  lid.  has  already 
been  sent  to  that  Fund  also. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  ; — 
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Braille  Interpoint  Reading.— F.  Colling- 
wood. 

Braille  Writing. — P.  Matthews,  P.  Dent, 
R.  Phillips,  E.  Griffiths,  N.  Crane,  E. 
Cookson,   P.    Spencer,   F.    Collingwood. 

Interline  Reading. — D.  McConnell, 
A.  G.  Bradley,  R.  Slade,  J.  Burge. 

Typing. — R.  Slade,  J.  J.  Mooney,  J. 
Horton,  W.  Kelly,  P.  Chovancek,  F. 
Collingwood,  R.  Belcher,  A.   Stroud. 

St.  Dunstan's  Bridge  Club 

Eleven  members  of  the  Bridge  Club  went 
to  Harrogate  on  September  22nd  for  the 
annual  visit,  and  had  a  most  enjoyable  time 
with  some  very  keen  bridge.  In  the 
"  Yorkshire  Evening  News  "  Tournament 
on  the  Sunday  evening,  ten  teams  took  part 
and  our  Club  entered  two  teams,  one 
finishing  fifth  and  the  other  eighth.  Apart 
from  this,  we  played  five  other  matches  and 
won  four — a  very  creditable  performance 
— Bravo  Reg.  On  the  Wednesday,  not 
having  a  match  until  the  evening,  all  the 
party  went,  along  with  some  Harrogate 
friends,  to  Fountains  Abbey,  which  is,  as 
most  of  you  know,  one  of  the  oldest  ruins 
in  the  country,  and  then  on  to  the  Rose  and 
Crown  (near  Ripon),  for  an  excellent  lunch 
(chicken  and  Worthington).  The  Friday 
evening  came,  and  this  is  our  evening. 
St.  Dunstan's  At  Home,  we  call  it,  and  all 
our  friends  whom  we  have  visited  and  played 
bridge  with  at  the  various  Clubs  come 
along  to  us  at  the  Salisbury  for  a  grand 
final  bridge  drive,  with  prizes  made  by  our 
men.  At  the  close  of  the  evening  speeches 
were  made  by  Mr.  John  Morrison  and 
Mr.  A.  Field,  our  two  Harrogate  friends 
who  organised  trie  whole  show  and  made 
it  a  success.  Our  Club  Captain  (Reg 
Coles)  replied  in  magnificent  style,  thanking 
these  two  gentlemen,  and  also  Jack  Habesch 
(proprietor  of  the  hotel),  and  the  people  of 
Harrogate  for  the  wonderful  reception  they 
had  given  us. 

Drummer  then  made  one  of  his  natty 
little  speeches  and  presented  two  ladies  with 
flowers  as  only  Drummer  can,  and  got 
away  with  it.  This  was  indeed  another 
good  Harrogate  Week,  with  still  more 
bridge  on  the  train  coming  home. 

H.G. 


Births 

Cashmore. — On  August  16th,  to  the  wife 
of  D.  Cashmore,  of  Birmingham  (new 
war),  a  son — Robert  Douglas  Eason. 

Miller. — On  October  5th,  to  the  wife  of 
G.  Miller,  of  Sheffield  (new  war),  a 
daughter — Sonia  Jean. 

Tutton. — On  October  13th,  to  the  wife 
of  S.  Tutton,  of  Pontypridd,  a  daughter. 

Deaths 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the 

following  : — 

Bray. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Bray,  of 
Wythenshawe,  whose  daughter,  May, 
passed  away  on  September  7th. 

Bulley. — To  F.  E.  C.  Bulley,  of  Cramp- 
moor,  whose  wife  passed  away  on 
October  4th. 

Bush. — To  S.  H.  Bush,  of  Leytonstone, 
whose  wife  died  on  September  8th. 

Hesketh. — To  F.  V.  Hesketh,  of  Green- 
ford,  whose  wife  died  on  September  23rd. 

Matthews. — To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H. 
Matthews,  of  St.  Helen's,  whose  son, 
Gordon,   died   on   September    19th. 

Wise. — To  A.  G.  Wise,  of  Fakenham,  whose 
wife  passed  away  on  October  1 1th.  They 
had  been  married  for  over  forty  years. 

Marriages 

Bowerman — Gardiner. — On  July  25th, 
W.  Bowerman,  of  Willesden  (new  war) 
to  Miss  Dorothy  Gardiner. 

Britton — Cains. — In  July,  J.  Britton  (new 
war),  to  Miss  Emma  Cains. 

Costello — Farrant. — On  September  20th, 
M.  Costello,  of  Clacton,  to  Mrs.  Farrant. 

Hammerton  —  FitzGeorge. — On  August 
18th,  J.  Hammerton  (new  war)  to 
Miss  C.  FitzGeorge. 

Hawes — Straszaer. — On  August  13th,  F. 
Hawes  (new  war),  to  Miss  E.  A.  Straszaer. 

Kibbler — Evans. — On  July  28th,  L.  Kib- 
bler (new  war)  to  Miss  Barbara  Jean  Evans. 

Robinson — Sey. — On  September  15th, 
William  M.  Robinson,  of  Ontario, 
Canada  (new  war),  to  Miss  Monica  Sey. 

Sheehan — Johnson. — On  August  4th,  M. 
Sheehan  (new  war),  to  Miss  R.  Johnson. 

Wanted 

Locomotive  Set,  clock  or  electric,  or  a 
Tricycle,  needed  urgently  as  Christmas 
present  for  boy  of  five. — Freddy  Mills, 
45  West  Street,  Tavistock,  Devon. 
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Private  James  Charles  Robbins,  Labour  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  C.  Robbins,  of  Kenton,  who  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in 
September,  1918,  after  losing  his  sight  in  France  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  He  entered  a  Government 
Department  as  a  shorthand  typist,  subsequently  training  as  a  dictaphone  typist.  He  was  evacuated  to  Blackpool 
during  the  war,  and  while  away  from  London  he  was  taken  seriously  ill.  For  many  months  he  bore  much 
suffering  with  great  fortitude,  and  he  died  in  hospital  on  July  15th,  to  which  he  had  been  removed  only  a  few 
days  before  from  our  Blackpool  Home,  after  many  months  under  our  care. 

He  was  buried  at  Carleton  Cemetery,  Blackpool,  after  a  funeral  service  at  Holy  Trinity  Church.  Among 
the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Robbins  and  her  only  daughter. 

Private  Thomas  Henry  Daley,  Labour  Corps 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  T.  H.  Daley,  of  Brierley  Hill. 

He  served  from  October,  1916,  until  1918,  but  he  did  not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  November, 
1933,  when  he  was  trained  as  a  basket-maker,  an  occupation  at  which  he  carried  on  for  a  considerable  time. 
Shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  he  was  admitted  to  hospital  on  account  of  his  nervous  condition, 
and  he  remained  a  patient  there  until  his  death  on  August  1st. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Daley  and  her  children.  Mrs.  Daley's  loss  is  particularly  sad 
as  she  herself  met  with  a  serious  accident  some  time  ago,  losing  both  legs. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral, 
which  took  place  in  London. 

Private  Michael  Dunlea,  Royal  Minister  Fusiliers 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  M.  Dunlea,  of  Charleville,  County  Cork,  who  served  for 
two  years  in  the  Great  War,  but  did  not  come  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  until  October,  1939,  when  he  was 
then  too  old  to  consider  serious  training.  For  some  months  before  his  death  he  had  been  a  very  sick  man 
and  he  passed  away  at  his  home  on  August  7th. 

The  Rev.  Ryan,  C.C.,  celebrated  Requiem  Mass,  and  the  funeral  took  place  at  New  Cemetery,  Holycross, 
Charleville,  St.  Dunstan's  being  represented  by  Messrs.  M.  Tynan,  John  Maloney  and  Martin  Manning. 
A  Mass  Card  from  St.  Dunstan's  was  placed  on  the  coffin. 

Mrs.  Dunlea  was  an  invalid  and  we  have  now  learned  with  sorrow  that  she  too  passed  away  on 
October  4th,  leaving  a  daughter,  to  whom  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

Private  Thomas  Murphy,   1st  Cheshire  Regt.  and  1st  King's  Liverpool  Regt. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  T.  Murphy,  for  many  years  a  permanent  resident 
in  our  Homes.  Although  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1916,  he  did  not  come  under  our  care  until  August, 
1935,  when  he  was  an  elderly  and  very  sick  man.  He  looked  forward  to  the  return  to  Brighton,  but  very 
shortly  after  the  journey  from  Melplash  to  West  House  he  was  taken  ill  and  he  died  on  August  9th.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Brighton  and  Preston  Cemetery,  after  Requiem  Mass  at  St.  John  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  spite  of  his  continued  ill-health  and  additional  disabilities,  he  was  always  cheerful  and  a  great 
favourite,  and  he  will  be  missed  by  men  and  staff.  He  was  a  single  man  and  our  sympathy  is  extended  to 
his  relatives. 

Private  Thomas  Homan,  Labour  Corps,  R.D.  Fusiliers 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  T.  Homan,  of  Cork. 

Invalided  out  of  the  Army  after  the  Gallipoli  campaign,  he  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care  in  August, 
1932.  He  carried  on  with  mat-making  in  his  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  August  10th,  after  only 
three  weeks'  illness. 

He  was  buried  in  St.  Joseph's  Cemetery,  Cork,  and  among  those  present  were  St.  Dunstaners  Driscoll, 
Condon,  Twoomey,  Horgan,  Keegan  and  J.  Callaghan,  and  Mrs.  Driscoll,  Mrs.  Kenn}  and  Miss  Aherne. 

Our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  Mrs.  Homan,  who  is  left  with  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
under  sixteen  years. 

Corporal  Thomas  Henry  Millard,  13th  Welch  Regt. 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  T.  H.  Millard,  of  New  Tredegar,  who  came  to  us  in  1930. 
For  some  time  past  he  had  not  been  in  very  good  health,  but  his  death,  on  August  21st,  was  sudden  and 
unexpected,  and  came  as  a  great  sfrock  to  his  wife  and  family. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  St.  Dunstaners  D.  G.  Morgan,  of  Tredegar,  and  J.  Jordan,  of  Rhymney, 
with  their  wives. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Millard  and  her  family  in  their  loss. 

Private  James  Levett,  5th  Derbyshire  Regt. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Levett,  of  Worthing.  Enlisting  in  May,  1916, 
he  was  wounded  at  Arras  in  October,  1918,  and  he  came  to  us  the  following  year.  He  was  trained  in  wool 
rug  work  and  continued  with  this  until  his  health  became  too  poor  to  allow  it.  After  suffering  much  pain 
he  passed  away  on  August  22nd. 

Among  the  flowers  was  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comndes.  A  Union  Jack 
covered  the  coffin,  and  among  those  present  at  the  funeral  were  representatives  of  the  Worthing  Civilian  Blind. 
Society. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Levett  at  this  time. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Armistice  Day 

"  They  shall  not  grow  old,  as  we  that  are  left  grow  old  : 
Age  shall  not  weary  them,  nor  the  years  condemn. 
At  the  going  down  of  the  sun  and  in  the  morning 
We  will  remember  them." 

THESE  words  will  be  familiar  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  who  fought  in  the 
1914-18  war  and  to  their  womenfolk.  They  have  been  said  with  reverence  at 
Armistice  Day  services  and  ceremonies  in  thousands  of  towns  and  villages  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  They  call  our  minds  back  to  our  comrades  of  the  three  Services 
who  died  in  the  first  world  war,  and  as  we  remember  them  we  dedicate  ourselves  afresh  to 
those  who  survived,  including  the  disabled,  and  to  the  ideals  for  which  they  fought. 

The  King  has  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Service  of  Remembrance  shall  be  held  at  the 
Cenotaph  in  Whitehall,  at  11  a.m.,  on  November  11th,  this  year,  and  doubtless  similar 
services  will  be  held  at  War  Memorials  all  over  the  country.  A  contingent  of  St.  Dunstaners 
will  be  there,  as  no  doubt  St.  Dunstaners  will  be  present  also  at  hundreds  of  local  services, 
and,  as  in  past  years,  no  doubt  many  St.  Dunstaners  will  be  chosen  to  lay  wreaths  at  local 
War  Memorials,  as  I  shall  be  laying  one  for  the  whole  of  St.  Dunstan's  throughout  the 
Empire  at  the  Cenotaph. 

But  we  have  lived  to  see  another  war,  in  which  our  sons  have  fought  and  lost  life  and 
limb  and  sight.  And  this  second  world  war  did  not  come  to  an  end  in  an  armistice  on 
November  11th,  but  on  a  date  in  May  and  a  date  in  September,  for  there  were  two  endings, 
one  in  Europe  and  another  in  the  Far  East.  As  I  write  these  lines  just  before  Armistice- 
tide,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  dates  when  the  war  in  Europe  and  the  war  in  the. Far  East 
came  to  an  end.  At  any  rate,  I  cannot  remember  them  with  certainty.  Will  these  new 
dates  become  significant  in  our  lives  as  the  years  go  on,  as  November  11th  has  done? 
I  wonder.  And  the  question  has  only  to  be  asked  to  inspire  speculation  as  to  how  the 
two  generations  will  combine  their  acts  of  remembrance  and  dedication  for  the  future. 
Will  the  younger  generation  join  the  older  in  thinking  of  these  things  on  November  11th, 
or  shall  we  fix  an  arbitrary  date?  I  do  not  know  the  answers  to  these  questions.  No  doubt 
the  King  will  fix  a  date  based  upon  advice  which  he  will  receive  from  his  Ministers,  who 
will  in  turn  be  advised  by  the  Churches  and  the  British  Legion,  and  by  taking  account  of 
public  opinion. 

I  have  already  observed  that,  as  I  write,  and  without  looking  the  matter  up,  I  cannot 
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remember  with  certainty  the  exact  dates  of  the  ending  of  the  war  in  Europe  or  of  that  in 
the  Far  East.  How  many  of  my  readers  can  remember?  Does  this  simple  fact  that 
November  11th  has  been  sanctified  by  long  observance,  and  that  even  those  of  the  younger 
generation,  who  took  no  part  in  the  first  world  war  and  were  children  between  the  wars, 
have  nevertheless  grown  up  to  regard  this  day  as  one  set  apart  for  remembrance  and 
dedication,  provide  a  possible  answer  for  my  question  ?  I  think  it  would  be  of  great  interest 
to  hear  the  views  of  St.  Dunstaners,  old  and  new,  and  suggest  that  they  write  to  me  or  to 
the  Editor  brief  letters  for  publication  in  this  journal. 

Whatever  day  the  nation  chooses,  it  is  a  good  thing  that  for  a  few  moments  in  the 
year  the  busy  life  and  noise  of  our  civilisation  should  be  stopped  for  two  minutes,  so  that 
we  may  remember  all  that  has  been  lost,  and  may  dedicate  ourselves  afresh  to  new  efforts 
to  make  the  world  a  better  place,  worthy  of  those  who  died,  of  those  who  bear  the  scars 
of  war,  and  of  all  who  fought  and  toiled  for  King  and  Country. 

IAN  FRASER. 


From  Lady  Buckmaster 

Dear  St.  Dunstaners,  1940—1945, 

During  one  of  our  chats  round  the  stove 
in  No.  2  Braille  Hut,  Joe  Walch  gave  me  the 
practical  suggestion  that  the  easiest  way 
to  get  in  touch  with  you  all  would  be  to 
write  a  letter  in  the  Review. 

First  I  want  to  send  my  thanks  to  those 
of  you  who  so  generously  contributed  to 
my  leaving  present.  I  am  going  to  spend 
it  on  a  picture  for  my  drawing  room. 

•I  am  now  established  in  my  new  home, 
28  Cornwall  Gardens,  S.W.7 — quite  near 
Gloucester  Road  Underground — and  my 
telephone  number  is  Western  1303,  so 
you'll  all  know  where  to  find  me,  and  I 
ask  you  to  give  me  the  very  real  pleasure 
of  welcoming  any  of  you  who  are  in 
London.  If  you  forget  the  address,  ring 
up  Headquarters. 

Greetings  to  you  all  and  please  remember 
me  when  you  are  in  London. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 
Joan  Buckmaster  ("  Lady  B.") 

St.  Dunstaner  Matriculates 

Congratulations  to  Douglas  Parmenter, 
of  Catford,  who  has  successfully  completed 
his  final  examinations  for  London  Matricu- 
lation. He  was  a  prisoner  of  war  for 
nearly  three  years. 

Sir  Arthur  Pearson 

For  many  years  it  has  been  customary 
for  a  number  of  old  St.  Dunstaners  to 
subscribe  for  a  wreath,  to  be  placed  on  Sir 
Arthur's  grave  in  Hampstead  Cemetery  on 
December  9th,  the  anniversary  of  his  death 
in  1921 .  As  in  other  years,  the  subscription 
is  limited  to  one  shilling,  and  should  be 
sent  to  Mr.  Askew,  who  will  act  as  Honor- 
ary Treasurer. 


Mines  Damage  St.  Dunstans, 
Ovingdean 

In  the  great  storm  which  swept  the 
South  Coast  last  month  the  Home  at 
Ovingdean  was  twice  damaged  by  mines, 
which  were  washed  up  on  the  shore. 

Fifty  or  sixty  windows  on  t  all  floors, 
including  two  in  the  sun  bay,  were  broken. 
The  damage  was  mainly  in  the  front  of  the 
building,  looking  seawards.  A  temporary 
wall  which  had  been  erected  in  one  of  the 
rooms  by  the  Admiralty  was  also  blown 
down. 

The  first  mine  exploded  on  the  Tuesday 
morning,  and  the  furious  gales  and  torren- 
tial rain  the  same  evening  caused  more 
damage  before  we  could  fit  temporary 
windows.  The  rain,  beating  in,  flooded 
the  lift  shaft  at  one  time.  The  following 
Friday  morning  another  mine  exploded. 

Fortunately,  we  have  been  able  to  make 
use  of  some  emergency  shutters  which  we 
have  held  ready  since  1939,  but  much  of 
the  glass,  particularly  that  in  the  sun  bay, 
is  heavy  plate-glass,  and  extremely  difficult 
to  replace. 

In  Brief 

Major  David  L.  Charters,  the  ophthalmic 
surgeon,  who  twice  refused  repatriation 
from  Germany  in  order  to  remain  with 
prisoners  whose  sight  had  been  injured,  has 
been  awarded  the  M.B.E. 

•  •        • 

The  braille  magazine,  The  Tribune,  has 
been  discontinued  as  from  last  June. 

•  •        • 

Reversi,  the  new  game  now  obtainable 
from  the  N.I.B.,  is  played  with  counters. 
We  have  had  enquiries  as  to  whether  braille 
playing  cards  are  used. 
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War  Pensions 

The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  the 
TLvening  Standard  on  Tuesday,  November 
6th:— 

War  Pensions  Revision  is  Forecast 

The  Press  Association  understands  that 
there  is  to  be  a  big  revision  in  war  pensions 
and  that  the  matter  is  now  being  discussed 
by  the  Cabinet.  A  deputation  from  the 
British  Legion  will  visit  the  Minister  of 
Pensions  to-morrow  to  discuss  the  general 
question  of  pensions  with  the  Minister, 
Mr.  Wilfred  Paling.  Brigadier  General 
E.  R.  Fitzpatrick,  National  Chairman  of  the 
British  Legion,  will  head  the  deputation, 
which  will  include  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  M.P., 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Legion. 

The  deputation's  meeting  with  Mr. 
Paling,  on  November  7th,  followed  upon 
pressure  on  the  Minister  for  a  long  time 
from  the  British  Legion  and  from  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  and  other  M.P.s  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  ex-Service  men  and  women. 
The  main  points  stressed  at  the  meeting 
were  : — 

Basic  rate  of  Disability  Pension  for  100 
per  cent,  disablement  to  be  increased  from 
40s.  to  60s.  a  week,  with  proportionate 
increases  for  lower  assessments. 

Wife's  Allowance  to  be  increased  from 
10s.  to  16s.  a  week  in  all  cases  where  the 
higher  rate  is  not  now  in  issue. 

Children's  Allowances  to  be  increased 
from  7s.  6d.  to  12s.  6d.  each  child. 

Payment  of  Family  Allowances  to  all  war 
pensioners,  irrespective  of  date  of  marriage 
or  birth  of  children,  with  contingent 
pension  rights  for  widows  where  husband's 
death  is  due  to  war  service. 

Economic  supplementation  of  flat-rate 
pension  where  standard  of  living  has  been 
unduly  lowered  as  the  result  of  reduced 
earning  capacity,  due  to  war  disablement. 

Abolition  of  the  regulations  under  which 
deductions  of  19s.  a  week  for  single  men 
and  9s.  a  week  for  married  men  are  made 
from  treatment  allowances  paid  during  an 
authorised  course  of  treatment. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  particularly  stressed  the 
need  for  the  increase  of  the  Constant 
Attendance  Allowance  to  double  rate  for 
those  very  severely  disabled  pensioners 
who  have  suffered  what  might  be  called 
200%  disability. 


A  Park    Crescent  Wedding 

There  was  excitement  in  Park  Crescent 
on  Wednesday,  November  7th,  when  Jack 
Vincent,  of  the  Transvaal  Scottish  Regt., 
South  Africa,  married  Miss  Robina  Walker, 
who  has  been  Matron  of  the  Massage  Hostel 
at  No.  12  since  it  was  opened  two  years 
ago. 

The  bridegroom,  who  was  blinded  in 
Abyssinia,  qualified  as  a  masseur  last 
July. 

Miss  Walker,  who  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Archdeacon  of  Uganda,  and  Mrs. 
Walker,  was  given  away  by  Sir  Ian  Fraser. 
The  ceremony,  which  took  place  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  Vere  Street,  W.l,  was 
conducted  by  Bishop  Willis,  Assistant 
Bishop  of  Leicester  and  former  Bishop  of 
Uganda,  who  had  worked  with  the  bride's 
father. 

The  Rev.  F.  H.  Everson  was  best  man, 
and  many  masseurs,  qualified  and  in  train- 
ing, were  present  at  the  church  and 
at  the  reception  in  Park  Crescent  which 
followed. 

Advanced    Braille    Reading   Test 

Congratulations  to  the  following  St. 
Dunstaners'  who  have  been  successful  in 
passing  the  Advanced  Braille  Reading  Test 
during  the  past  two  months  and  have 
therefore  qualified  for  the  special  prize 
of  £3  : 

D.  J.  McLoughlin,  Dublin;  G.  Lidbetter, 
S.  Pike,  E.  W.  Stevenson,  Alec  Lawlor  and 
J.  Boyd,  all  of  Brighton  ;  F.  A.  Rhodes, 
Exeter ;  A.  J.  Radford,  Castle  Cary ; 
F.  C.  S.  Hilling,  Taunton;  T.  W.  Dee, 
Hull ;  W.  Girling,  Southampton ;  G.  P. 
Brown,  Chiswick ;  W.  Collins,  Redhill ' 
H.  G.  Manning,  London,  N.  ;  B.  E.  Ingrey, 
Beddington  ;  W.  Birchall,  London,  S.W.  ; 
P.  Conlin,  London,  W.9 ;  Beryl  Sleigh, 
London,  S.W.7 ;  G.  S.  W.  Chamberlain, 
Reading  ;  W.  Farmery,  Colden  Common, 
near  Winchester  ;  and  S.  McCheyne,  Man- 
chester. 

Mr.  Attlee's  Gift 

A  case  of  seven  pipes  has  been  presented 
to  St.  Dunstan's  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  R.  Attlee.  Sir  Ian  Fraser  has 
sent  them  to  the  Commandant  to  distribute 
among  those  trainees  who  enjoy  pipe 
smoking. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

A  shadow  lies  over  us  at  the  Centre, 
caused-  by  the  "  passing  on "  of  Miss 
Livingstone  (Pensions  Office  Staff),  on 
Sunday,  November  4th.  She  was  so 
consistently  cheerful  and  efficient  and 
friendly — and  latterly  so  courageous  in  her 
incurable  illness — that  she  leaves  a  bright 
memory  with  all  her  friends,  who  will 
greatly  miss  her. 

We  have  been  honoured  by  a  visit  from  a 
celebrity  of  "  highest  "  fame  in  more  than 
one  sense — Dr.  Odell,  the  well-known 
Himalayan  climber.  For  his  talk  at  Long- 
mynd  the  quiet  lounge  (old  Braille  Room) 
was  crowded.  He  vividly  pictured  for  us 
those  ranges  and  ranges  of  snowy  peaks, 
mostly  unclimbed  (including  Mount  Ever- 
est, 29,000  feet),  and  the  varied  difficulties 
of  ascending  five  and  a  half  miles  above  the 
earth  on  foot.  To  begin  with,  one  peak 
being  locally  considered  a  mountain  of 
pilgrimage,  permission  must  be  obtained 
from  a  Tibetan  people,  with  whom  one 
must  first  drink  tea  mixed  with  rancid 
butter,  sugar,  salt  and  soda!  On  one 
occasion,  as  they  had  just  crossed  the  snow, 
it  all  began  sliding  down  over  a  precipice, 
"  so  we  made  the  last  step  or  two  rather 
quickly!  "  There  were  endless  prepara- 
tions, hardships  and  perils  for  each  attempt, 
perhaps  only  to  be  frustrated  by  adverse 
weather  conditions.  And  such  feats  of 
endurance,  only  to  be  attempted  by  men 
of  exceptional  physique,  will  and  character, 
Dr.  Odell  calmly  described  as  "  a  pleasant 
diversion." 

On  two  occasions  plays  have  been  given 
at  the  Central  Hall—*'  Black  Limelight," 
by  the  R.A.O.C.,  and  Priestley's  "I  have 
been  here  before,"  by  the  R.A.P.C, 
Shrewsbury,  much  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Music  Circle  again  secured  a  good 
C.E.M.A.  Concert,  this  time  given  by  Ena 
Mitchell,  Ivry  Gritlis,  and  Dorothea 
Aspinall. 

Another  informal  St.  Dunstan's  Concert 
attracted  a  good  audience  to  the  Central 
Hall,  despite  appalling  weather.  Besides 
many  old  favourites — including  "  our 
Gwen " — the  highlights  were  Jock  Steel 
and  two  daughters  as  a  string  trio  playing 
three  of  his  own  compositions,  and  the 
"  Big  Five,"  i.e.,  grand  pianos  played  by 
Mrs.  Steel,  Mrs.  Bergstrom,  Miss  Jones, 
Mr.  Bampton  and  his  friend,  kept  together 


by  foot-tapping — a  wonderful  achievement ! 

In  the  Workshops  another  capstan  lathe 
— a  Herbert  2D — has  been  installed.  The 
numbers  of  men  now  in  training  are  :  On 
upholstery,  eight ;  on  capstan  lathes,  six ; 
inspection  and  assembly,  nine ;  router, 
one ;  plastic  press,  two ;  boots,  six ; 
basketry,  six ;  and  telephony,  eight. 

The  Gym.  Hut  is  a  centre  of  activity, 
under  Mr.  Jarrold's  popular  guidance. 
He  has  seventy-five  men  on  his  books 
enjoying  the  varied  equipment  and  training, 
viz.,  one  punch-bag  ("  biff' im  "),  one  punch 
ball,  Indian  clubs,  chest-expanders,  rowing 
machine,  rowing  exerciser,  cycle,  boxing 
gloves  and  mitts,  skipping  ropes,  im- 
provised trapeze,  horizontal  bar,  medicine 
ball,  besides  wrestling  mat  and  P.T. 

There  have  been  two  more  gay  expedi- 
tions to  Wolverhampton,  at  the  invitations 
of  the  Grand  Theatre,  for  the  plays  of 
"  Romeo  and  Juliet  "  and  "  Flare  Path." 
These  were  followed  by  sumptuous 
"  spreads,"  kindly  provided  by  members 
of  the  Forces'  Social  Club. 

Dance  invitations  have  also  been  happily 
accepted  from  the  A.T.S.,  both  at  Battle 
Camp  ;  Arlescott  and  Condover  Hall ;  from 
the  Mayor  of  Welshpool  at  the  Town 
Hall ;  from  Mrs.  Swain  and  Mr.  Parslow, 
Meole  Brace ;  and  Shawbury  R.A.F. 
Station. 

Visiting  bands  have  included  the 
Pioneers,  Rhythm  Aires  Band,  Fred 
Hobson's  Band  from  Birmingham,  the 
K.S.L.I.,  the  Nescliff,  besides  a  concert 
part  from  the  R.A.F.  Station,  Madley. 

Over  twenty  new  trainees  have  arrived. 
Among  those  leaving  are  Ernie  Jensen,  to 
Messrs.  Peerless  Built-in  Furniture,  Ltd., 
Perivale,  London,  N.W.  ;  and  L.  Withing- 
ton,  to  Messrs.  Walker  &  Co.,  Casefield 
Iron  Works,  Wigan,  as  telephonists ;  as 
upholsterer,  A.  Simpson,  to  the  Johnstown 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wrexham ;  for 
assembly,  E.  Griffiths,  to  Messrs.  Brook- 
hurst  Switchgear,  Ltd.,  Northgate  Works, 
Chester  ;  Harry  Boseley,  all  ready  to  take 
charge  of  a  shop  ;  and  James  Todd,  to 
Messrs.  Smith's  (England)  Ltd.,  Crickle- 
wood  ;  Charles  Stevens,  to  World  Moulded 
Metals,  Park  Royal ;  J.  Yorke,  to  Messrs. 
Hollis  Bros.,  and  F.  Chappie,  to  Rosemary 
Stores,  Istend  Rise,  Near  Gravesend.  All 
success  to  each  one! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  :— 
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Braille  Writing.— R.  McConnell,  C. 
Williamson,  F.  Cartwright,  F.  Hawes, 
A.  H.  King. 

Interpoint  Reading. — T.  Daborn,  A.  H. 
King,  E.  Jensen,  L.  White,  M.  Norman, 
J.  Reagan,  D.  Cashmore. 

Interline  Reading. — G.  Taylor,  F. 
Whyte,  D.  Jennings,  N.  Christal,  T. 
Tatchell,  J.  Lynch,  J.  Harris s,  J.  Caswell, 

A.  Moore,  D.  McGoohan,  A.  Paulson, 
G.  Lund,  J.   Shonfield. 

Typewriting. — J.     Harris,     F.     Mandy, 

B.  Temple,  E.  Woofenden,  J.  McGinnis, 
F.  Bennett,  H.  Smith,  A.  Somervell,  G.  W. 
Cooke,  J.  Holden,  J.  Hammerton,  R. 
Holmes,  C.  Jennings,  A.  Clarke. 

Letter  to  the  Editor 

To  the  Editor,  "  St.    Duns  ton's  Review  " 

Dear  Sir, 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  in 
the  Chairman's  Notes  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  Review,  that  we  should  all  be 
thankful  for  the  many  concessions  which 
were  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, but  I  am  afraid,  like  many  more  of 
my  comrades,  I  cannot  join  in  any  thanks 
as  none  of  these  concessions  came  our  way. 
In  fact,  the  same  Government  found  it  too 
much  of  a  strain  to  give  equal  pay  for  equal 
work. 

The  Chairman  also  mentions  there  are 
some  anomalies  and  injustices  which  we 
want  to  see  corrected.  I  think  that  this  is 
quite  true,  then  why  not  start  within  St. 
Dunstan's,  and  if  this  is  done  then  we  might 
expect  a  sympathetic  hearing  when  such 
injustices  are  brought  before  the  present 
Government. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Thornton  Heath.  P.  Martin. 

To   Blackpool   and   Brighton 
Visitors 

It  may  not  be  generally  realised  by  visitors 
to  Brighton  and  Blackpool  that  before  tea, 
sugar,  butter,  etc.,  can  be  supplied  to  the 
Homes  a  corresponding  number  of  points 
must  be  surrendered  to  the  local  Food 
Office.  All  St.  Dunstaners  going  to  Black- 
pool and  Brighton,  therefore,  should  take 
their  ration  books  with  them,  and  should 
see  that  the  points  are  intact.  We  do  not 
want  St.  Dunstaners  to  bring  along  any  of 
their  own  provisions,  but  they  must  bring 
their  ration  books, 


Blinded  German  Prisoners 

Readers  of  the  Review  who  were 
prisoners  of  war  in  Germany,  and  others, 
will  be  interested  to  know  that  on  instruc- 
tions from  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  St.  Dunstan's 
has  rendered  what  small  services  were 
possible  to  German  blinded  ex-Servicemen 
who  were  prisoners  of  war  here  in  Britain. 
Lately  there  has  been  a  small  number  of 
German  prisoners  of  war  in  a  camp  neat- 
Church  Stretton,  and  Tommy  Milligan,  who 
is  well  known  to  many  of  both  wars  as  a 
very  good  braillist,  and  one  who  speaks 
German  fluently,  and  who  is  at  present  an 
instructor  at  Church  Stretton,  has  been 
regularly  going  over  to  see  them  and  give 
them  lessons  in  braille  and  typewriting. 
Before  leaving  for  Germany  the  prisoners 
of  war  have  written  him  the  following 
letter  : 

Dear  Mr.  Milligan, 

First  of  all,  heartiest  regards  from  your 
four  foster-children.  Our  comrade,  Juer- 
gens,  is  still  in  hospital.  We  others  are 
sitting  around  our  writing  desk  (serving  at 
the  same  time  as  smoke  and  card-table), 
typing  this  letter  to  keep  our  promise  to  you^ 

As  far  as  our  work  is  concerned,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  my  comrades,  Mertens, 
Kienberger  and  Moser  are  practising  dili- 
gently on  the  typewriter.  The  progress  in 
braille  system  is,  unfortunately,  not  yet  as 
you  would  like  to  see  it,  but  that  does  not 
mean  that  we  are  not  learning  at  all.  As 
you  know,  this  punching  of  the  "  little 
holes  "  has  always  been  a  sore  point  with 
us.  As  far  as  myself,  Paul,  is  concerned, 
I  want  to  inform  you  that  I  am  practising 
typing  as  well  as  braille  system  every 
morning.  In  the  evening  we  are  then 
sitting  in  our  easy  chairs  and  play  cards  # 

Speaking  about  cards,  we  want  to  thank 
you  and  our  unknown  benefactress  for 
your  efforts  and  kindness. 

We  are  going  to  write  you  the  promised 
letter  in  braille  system,  we  intend  to  write 
a  nice  little  soldier  story  with  a  little 
dedication.  We  hope  you  will  be  satisfied 
with  our  modest  gratitude,  but,  as  you 
know,  a  P.O.W.  has  not  got  much  choice. 

I  have  to  finish  now,  and  wishing  you 
and  our  unknown  benefactress  all  the  best, 
we  remain  with  our  heartiest  greetings, 

Your  Four  War  Blind. 
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Artificial  Limbs 

The  following  correspondence  passed 
between  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  the  Minister  of 
Pensions,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Wilfred  Paling, 
M.P.,  last  month  : — 

1st  October,   1945. 

Rt.  Hon.  Wilfred  Paling,  M.P., 
Minister  of  Pensions. 

Dear  Paling, 

I  wrote  to  you  on  August  28th  about  the  men 
who  are  both  limbless  and  blind  at  Stoke  Mandeville 
Hospital.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  anything  can 
be  done  for  them.  Weeks  pass  and  they  are  still 
waiting.  You  were  good  enough  to  reply  to  my 
letter  that  you  would  consider  giving  them  an 
absolute  priority,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  that  it 
has  hajd  any  effect.  Can  you  communicate  to  me 
that  there  is  a  reasonable  time  limit  before  which 
these  men  will  be  supplied  ?  If  there  is  no  way  in 
which  you  can  get  Roehampton  to  deal  with  these 
type  of  cases  at  once  would  you  welcome  my 
seeking  to  supply  suitable  limbs  from  some  other 
channel  ? 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)     Ian  Fraser. 

October  9th,   1945. 

Lieut.  Col.  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  C.B.E.,  M.P., 
House  of  Commons. 

Dear  Fraser, 

Since  receiving  your  letter  of  October  1st  I  have 
further  examined  the  question  of  the  supply  of 
artificial  limbs  to  blind  amputees  and  I  have,  indeed, 
talked  with  some  of  your  men  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Stoke  Mandeville. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  position  is  not  yet  as 
satisfactory  as  I  had  hoped,  but  I  am  taking  strong 
action  to  ensure  that  these  cases  receive  the  absolute 
priority  which  I  wish  them  to  have.  I  am  afraid  at 
the  moment  I  cannot  give  you  a  definite  date  for 
supply,  but  I  hope  there  will  not  now  be  any  long 
delay. 

In  reply  to  the  last  sentence  of  your  letter,  I  should 
strongly  deprecate  any  attempt  to  obtain  artificial 
limbs  from  any  other  source  because,  even  if 
speedier  delivery  could  be  secured,  there  would  be 
many  obvious  disadvantages,  such  as  the  difficulty 
of  making  convenient  arrangements  for  maintenance. 
Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)     W.  Paling. 

Following  upon  this  correspondence 
between  Sir  Ian  and  the  Minister,  we  learn 
that  the  supply  of  limbs,  especially  legs,  at 
Stoke  Mandeville  has  speeded  up  consid- 
erably, although  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement  in  the  supply  of  artificial 
arms. 

•         *         • 

C.  Mcintosh,  of  Terregles,  is  well  known 
for  his  excellent  letters  to  the  Review. 
His  daughter,  Brenda,  is  following  in  his 
footsteps  and  has  just  won  first  prize  for  an 
article  in  her  school  magazine. 


From  an  American  Friend 

A  correspondent  in  the  United  States, 
writing  to  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  says  : — 

"  May  I  tell  you  that  I  have  read  your 
book,  Whereas  I  was  Blind,  on  the  Talking 
Book  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  interest. 
I  enjoy  the  English  recordings  very  much. 

"  I  found  your  work  most  interesting  as  a 
revelation  of  English  thinking.  I  think 
I  feel  more  unity  with  English  ideas  and 
more  sympathy  with  England  now  than 
I  have  ever  felt  before. 

"I,  too,  lost  my  eyesight  in  1916,  and  am 
now  the  same  age  as  you  were  when  you 
wrote  the  book.  My  grandparents  were 
pioneers  to  the  mid-west  wilderness.  After 
losing  my  sight  I  spent  three  years  at  the 
Wisconsin  School  for  the  Blind,  then  a 
year  at  a  public  high  school,  four  years  at  a 
small  college,  eight  years  at  various  occu- 
pations, and  then  three  years  at  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
A  couple  of  years  after  I  took  another  year 
of  post  graduate  work  in  labour  economics. 
After  a  short  period  of  law  practice  I  took 
an  appointment  as  an  attorney  for  the 
Wisconsin  Industrial  Commission,  acting 
as  an  appeals  examiner  holding  hearings  in 
the  Unemployment  Compensation  Depart- 
ment.    I  am  still  at  this  work. 

"May  I  offer  my  heartiest  and  sincere 
congratulations  to  you  English  for  the 
victory  over  Germany  we  have  achieved. 

I  feel  very  sympathetic  for  the  suffering 
you  have  had  to  endure  and  the  greatest 
admiration  for  your  attitude  and  stamina." 

Correspondents  Wanted 

Mr.  Gavin  Gordon,  who  lives  in  Edin- 
burgh, recently  came  across  a  braille  copy 
of  the  Review,  and  as  a  result  of  this  would 
like  to  correspond  with  one  or  two  St. 
Dunstaners. 

Mr.  Gordon,  who  is  totally  blind  and 
deaf,  writes  : 

"  I  am  a  Rover  Scout  and  wear  the 
Seaforth  Kilt.  I  play  dominoes,  chess, 
draughts,  darts.  I  go  out  alone,  travel 
alone,  and  have  been  in  London  five  times 
alone.  I  have  also  been  to  other  parts  of 
England,  and  it  is  fun  getting  lost,  stranded 
and  all  that.  I  am  forty-six  years  of  age.  I  am 
interested  in  anything  that  comes  my  way. 

"  I  can  type  or  braille  letters,  whichever 
is  preferred,  and  as  for  myself,  I  would 
prefer  braille.     "  My  address  is  c/o  Grant, 

II  Keir  Street,  Edinburgh  3," 
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The   Chairman   at   Blackpool 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  visited  the 
Blackpool  St.  Dunstan's  Home  on  October 
12th.  The  house  was  full  of  old  St. 
Dunstaners,  with  one  or  two  men  of  this 
war,  all  of  whom  said  they  were  having  a 
very  good  time.  After  lunch,  Sir  Ian 
addressed  the  men  on  a  number  of  subjects 
of  interest  to  St.  Dunstaners  and  answered 
many  questions.  W.  E.  Brookes,  of  South- 
ampton, proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir 
Ian  and  Lady  Fraser,  and  to  the  Matron  and 
staff,  which  was  carried  with  acclamation. 
Sir  Ian,  in  reply,  said  that  he  certainly 
thought  Matron  Davies  and  her  staff  had 
done  a  splendid  job  at  Blackpool  during  the 
war  years.  The  Home  had  been  very 
popular  and  a  great  many  St.  Dunstaners 
had  enjoyed  a  holiday  or  period  of  con- 
valescence there. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

On  May  29th,  Signalman  Peter  Cook 
(Goffs'  Oak)  to  Miss  Lilian  Bellingham. 

On  June  16th,  James  Canning  (Liver- 
pool) to  Miss  Joan  Herrish. 

On  September  22nd,  Charles  Edwin 
Brooks  (Brenchley)  to  Miss  Roseannah 
Kemp. 

On  October  20th,  Frederick  Hornsby 
(Sheffield)  to  Miss  Ivy  Ford. 

On  September  26th,  Harry  Desmond 
Taylor  (Lye)  to  Miss  Kathleen  Stansfield. 

On  October  29th,  Kathleen  Power 
(Merthyr  Tydfil)  to  Norman  Prosser. 

On  August  27th,  John  Henry  Martin 
(Penzance)  to  Miss  Annie  Doreen  Nicholas. 

On  October  16th,  Iris  Hollinrake  (Has- 
lingden)  to  L.A.C.  Holdaway. 

On  August  11th,  Leading  Seaman  Cyril 
Davidson  (Manchester)  to  Miss  Doris 
Ramsden. 

On  September  1st,  Lieut.  Anthony  Austin 
Jordan  (Rhymney)  to  Miss  Betty  Ray 
Richards. 

On  October  1st,  Gladys  Ellen  Back 
(Shaldon,  near  Teignmouth)  to  Marcus 
Michael  Andrews. 

On  October  6th,  Minnie  Stamp,  Keelby, 
to  Sgt.  Herbert  Markham. 

On  August  25th,  Florence  Swingler, 
Newark,  to  Stanley  Atkins. 

On  September  29th,  May  Wood,  Brack- 
ley,  Northants. 

On  August  27th,  Veronica  McCarthy, 
Manchester,  to  Cpl.  H.  Hughes. 


On  August  18th,  Norah  Jarman,  Bourne- 
mouth, to  Gunner  Leslie  Fox,  and  on 
September  8th,  her  sister,  Nelly  Jarman, 
to  Petty  Officer  Leslie  Williams. 

On  September  15th,  Driver  Neville 
Jarvill,  Thorne,  to  Miss  Vera  Pettitt. 

On  September  19th,  Isabel  Macpherson, 
Windsor,  to  Driver  Gordon  Lynes. 

On  September  3rd,  Warrant  Officer 
Robert  Black,  Gateshead,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Gibbon. 

On  June  6th  last,  Doris  Kirk,  Lancing, 
to  David  Lloyd  George. 

On  September  8th,  Ada  Henderson, 
Dagenham,  to  Sgt.  A.  A.  Smith. 

Promotions 

Sydney,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Henderson,  of  Dagenham,  to  the  rank  of 
Major. 

Frank  Woodrow,  R.E.M.E.,  of  Alder- 
bury,  to  full  Lieutenant. 

Donald  Jordan,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Jordan,  of  Luston,  Leominster,  to  Regi- 
mental Sergeant  Major  with  a  staff  appoint- 
ment. 

Ronald  Megson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Megson,  of  Carterton,  to  the  rank  of 
Sergeant. 

Scholarships 

Dennis,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  P.  Coles, 
of  Redhill,  has  entered  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford,  for  a  three  years'  degree  course  in 
modern  languages.  Commencing  his  edu- 
cation at  an  elementary  school  in  Ealing, 
Dennis  gained  a  scholarship  at  Ealing 
County  School.  The  war  brought  him  to 
Reigate,  and  for  five  years  he  was  a  pupil 
of  Reigate  Grammar  School.  In  1944  he 
passed  his  Higher  Schools  Certificate 
examination,  as  a  result  of  which  he  gained 
a  County  Major  Scholarship.  This  has 
enabled  him  to  go  to  Oxford. 

•  *        • 

John,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hancock, 
of  West  Drayton,  has  gained  a  scholarship 
to  Bishopholt  School. 

•  *        • 

Brian,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Farmery, 
of  Winchester,  has  won  a  scholarship  to  the 
Danemark  School,  Winchester. 

Grandparents 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Stibbles,  Pitlochry, 
whose  daughter,  Dorothy,  has  had  a 
daughter. 
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"  Kit  JHnnori]  " 


Private  John  Thomas  McCollester,  Aerial  Employment  Company 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  T.  McCollester,  of  Rossendale.  After  serving  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  contracted  trench  fever,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  March,  1925.  As  soon 
as  his  health  permitted  it,  he  took  up  mat-making  and  was  an  extremely  busy  craftsman  right  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  died  at  his  home,  as  a  result  of  pneumonia,  on  September  12th,  only  a  few  days  after  he 
had  returned  from  a  very  happy  time  at  the  Camp  at  Lee-on-Solent. 

Among  the  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  and  another  from 
the  Manchester  Sports  Club. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife,  whom  he  married  only  four  years  ago. 


Birth 

Daly. — On  October  27th,  to  the  wife  of 
J.  Daly,  of  Liverpool  (new  war),  a  son, 
Charles  Alfred. 

Death 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to 
the  following  : — 
Clevitt. — To  H.  D.  Clevitt,  of  Durrington, 

Sussex,    whose    wife    passed    away    on 

October  17th. 

Marriages 

Foulkes — Cox.— On  September  25th, 
W.  A.  Foulkes,  of  Bletchley,  to  Miss 
Annie  Phyllis  Cox. 

Vincent — Walker. — On  November  7th, 
J.  Vincent,  of  South  Randfontein,  South 
Africa  (new  war),  to  Miss  Eleanor  Robina 
Theodora  Walker. 

Wood — Sinclair. — On  October  27th,  G. 
Wood,  of  Nuneaton,  to  Mrs.  L.  Sinclair. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  upon 
their  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  M.  Poole,  Redditch, 
April  5th  last;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Wishart, 
West  Stanley,  June  26th  last ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Worthington,  Stockport,  August  7th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  S.  Miller,  West  Keal,  near 
Spilsby,  September  14th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V. 
Alderson,  Baildon,  September  20th ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  Lammiman,  Skegness,  September 
22nd  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Yates,  Southwick, 
October  2nd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Mcintosh, 
Dumfries,  October  4th  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Hotson,  Brough,  October  6th ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  G.  Wood,  Brackley,  October  9th ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Manning,  Upper 
Holloway,  November  6th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  V.  Clampett,  Luton,  October  2nd ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.'T.  Shaw,  Walsall,  November 
3rd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.J.  Morgan,  Southall, 
November  20th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Wylie, 
Bromley,  November  27th. 


Mr.  Harry  Day 

St.  Dunstaners  will  hear  with  deep 
regret  that  Mr.  Harry  Day  died  on  Oct.  29th. 

Because  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Day  resigned 
from  St.  Dunstan's  in  February,  1944,  after 
nearly  twenty-five  years'  service,  and  there 
will  be  many  who  will  remember  with 
affection  his.  help  and  guidance  over  many 
years  as   our   Settlement  Representative. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Lale  represented  St.  Dunstan's 
at  the  funeral,  which  was  also  attended  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Ottaway,  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  St. 
Dunstaners  C.  Griffin,  of  Enfield,  and 
M.  Kingsnorth,  of  Southgate,  Mrs.  Griffin 
and  Mrs.  Kingsnorth. 

Mr.  H.  Seely  Whitby 

With  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  Seely  Whitby, 
of  Nottingham,  St.  Dunstan's  has  lost 
another  good  friend.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  has  acted  as  honorary  organiser  for  St. 
Dunstan's  Appeals  Department,  until  his 
ill-health  forced  him  to  retire  a  few  weeks 
ago.  He  was  always  a  popular  visitor 
to  our  Nottingham  Reunions  and  delighted 
in  meeting  St.  Dunstaners  at  all  times. 
Another  of  his  interests  was  Pearson's 
Fresh  Air  Fund,  with  which  he  had  been 
associated  for  just  on  fifty  years. 

St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  at  the 
funeral  by  Mr.  F.  V.  Parker,  Appeals 
Representative. 

A  Correction 

J.  Levett,  of  Worthing,  whose  death  was 
reported  last  month,  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Cambrai,  not  Arras,  as  given  in  our 
records,  and  he  was  in  the  5th  Dorsetshire 
Regiment,  not  the  5th  Derbyshires.  We  are 
grateful  to  Mrs.  Levett  for  pointing  this  out. 

Wanted 

Juvenile  Cycle  for  a  boy  aged  nine. 
Good  second-hand  machine  preferred. — 
Offers  to  W.  J.  Dimond,  25  The  Close, 
East  Grins  tead. 


published  by  ST.  DUNSTAN'S  for  Men  and  Women  Blinded  on  War  Service,   9-11  Park  Crescent,  Regent's  Park, 
London,  W.l,  and  Printed  by  Brighton  Herald,  Ltd.,  Pavilion  Buildings,  Brighton.  1 


tn 


J  'rEVI  W  d 

For  Men  and  Women  Blinded  on  War  Service 


No.  323— Volume  XXX     (New  Series]       DECEMBER,    1945 


Price  3d.   Monthly. 
[Free  to  St.  Dunstan's  Men] 


HIS  MAJESTY'S   FIFTIETH  BIRTHDAY 

On  Friday,    December  14th,    Sir   Ian  Fraser  sent  the  following  telegram  to  His  Majesty 
the  King: 

His  Majesty  the  King, 
Buckingham  Palace, 
London. 

May  I  on  behalf  of  the  men  and  women  of  St.  Dunstan's  blinded  on  war  service  and  of  our  Executive 
Council,  express  to  Your  Majesty  our  loyalty  and  wish  you  many  happy  returns  of  the  day. 

Ian  Fraser. 

The  following  telegram  in    reply  has  been  received  from  His  Majesty: 

Sir  Ian  Fraser, 
St.  Dunstan's, 
Regent's  Park. 

I  have,  received  with  much  pleasure  your  loyal  message  on  my  birthday  and  I  heartily  thank  all 
associated  with  you. 

George  R.I. 

CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  has  begun  its  return  to  Brighton.  West  House,  Kemp  Town 
Brighton,  is  a  pair  of  old  houses  standing  in  their  own  grounds  which .  we  acquired 
as  a  gift  from  the  Federation  of  Grocers'  Associations  of  Great  Britain  towards  the 
end  of  the  first  world  war,  for  a  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home.  The  majority  of  old 
St.  Dunstaners  know  it  well  and  have  spent  many  happy  times  there.  When  we  built  our 
new  Convalescent  Home  at  Ovingdean,  it  was  our  intention  to  sell  West  House,  but  we 
saw  the  second  war  approaching  and  kept  it,  and  it  was  lucky  that  we  did.  West  House 
served  as  a  temporary  office  during  the  early  months  of  this  war  and  then,  when  we  left 
Brighton,  was  taken  over  by  the  Admiralty,  as  was  the  new  Home  at  Ovingdean.  In  the 
last  few  months,  having  obtained  possession  of  these  places  again  from  the  Admiralty, 
Mr.  Askew  and  his  staff  have  done  a  splendid  job  getting  them  into  shape  again  ready  for 
our  occupation.  A  few  weeks  ago,  West  House  began  its  second  lease  of  life  as  a  Convalescent 
and  Holiday  Home.  The  permanent  residents,  who,  during  the  war  years,  had  been  at 
Melplash,  in  Dorset,  moved  there  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  as  the  rest  of  the  house 
was  prepared,  the  number  of  St.  Dunstaners  on  holiday  or  convalescence  increased  until 
this  Christmas  there  will  be  some  seventy-five  men  in  the  Home.  It  is  our  policy  for 
St.  Dunstaners  of  both  wars  who  have  completed  their  training  :md  are  settled  in  their  own 
homes,  to  be  able  to  go  to  our  convalescent  homes,  that  is  to  say,  the  one  at  West  House, 
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Brighton,  and  the  smaller  one  at  Blackpool,  for  a  change  from  time  to  time.  The  qualification 
for  going  is  to  be  in  need  of  a  period  of  convalescence  after  illness  or  operation,  or  to  be 
in  need  of  a  change  for  any  other  reason.  Application  should  be  made  to  Commander 
Smyth,  the  Head  of  the  Welfare  Department,  at  Headquarters. 

Much  wear  and  tear  and  some  damage  was  caused  at  St.  Dunstan's,  Ovingdean,  by 
the  occupation  of  the  Admiralty,  and  a  great  deal  of  work  requires  to  be  done  there  before 
it  will  be  ready  for  occupation.  But  if  all  goes  well,  our  plan  is  to  move  the  whole  of  the 
preliminary  training  from  Church  Stretton  to  Ovingdean  during  the  Easter  holiday.  One 
hundred  and  ten  beds  will  be  available  for  trainees,  allowing  a  few  beds  for  a  sick  bay  and 
a  few  beds  also  for  blind  instructors.  The  number  of  men  in  training  at  Easter  will  probably 
be  nearly  two  hundred,  and  they  will  be  accommodated  in  London  so  far  as  officers  and 
masseurs  are  concerned,  while  preliminary  massage  students,  telephone  operators,  those 
undertaking  industrial  training  and  boot  repairing,  etc.,  will  stay  at  Church  Stretton,  and 
the  final  move  will  take  place  during  the  summer  holidays,  thus  bringing  the  whole  of  the 
training,  preliminary  and  advanced,  to  Ovingdean.  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  and 
believe  that  these  plans  will  be  carried  out,  but  if  for  any  reason,  such  as  a  hold-up  of  building 
labour  or  materials,  or  a  substantial  increase  in  our  numbers  from  any  source  should  take 
place,  we  may  have  to  delay  the  first  move  or  the  second  move,  or  both,  for  a  time. 
Up-to-date  information  about  this  matter  will  be  given  to  all  concerned  and  will  be  published 
in  the  Review  whenever  it  is  available. 

Another  small  home  is  just  on  the  point  of  opening  in  Brighton,  at  Arundel  Terrace. 
We  shall  call  this  home  Arundel  Lodge.  It  has  only  about  a  dozen  beds  in  it,  and  is  intended 
for  those  men  whose  serious  wounds,  or  illness,  make  it  difficult  for  them  to  get  on  in  the 
busy,  vigorous  atmosphere  of  the  ordinary  training  establishment.  Arundel  Lodge  will 
be  a  training  place,  but  also  to  some  extent  a  convalescent  and  medical  centre. 

Some  readers  may  wonder  why  we  do  not  move  the  whole  of  St.  Dunstan's  from  Church 
Stretton  to  Brighton  in  one  operation.  The  reason  is  that  our  numbers  are  too  great  to 
be  accommodated  at  Ovingdean,  unless  we  were  to  incur  very  great  expenditure  in  building 
huts  and  temporary  quarters.  By  moving  in  two  parts  we  take  advantage  of  the  splendid 
facilities  at  Ovingdean  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  still  make  the  utmost  possible 
use  of  the  buildings  and  workshops  and  other  facilities  which  we  have  obtained  at  Church 
Stretton.  There  will  be  some  huts  and  workshop  buildings  erected  at  Ovingdean,  but 
they  will  only  be  a  relatively  small  addition. 

Those  Returning 

Sons  and  daughters  of  older  St.  Dunstaners  are  beginning  to  return  to  civil  life,  and 
I  learn  in  particular  that  a  small  number  have  reached  home  recently  from  the  Far  East, 
where  they  have  been  prisoners  of  war. 

Some  members  of  St.  Dunstan's  staff  are  also  returning  on  account  of  demobilisation 
or  release  from  prison  camps.  Commander  Smyth  came  back  nearly  a  year  ago  to  take 
up  his  duties  as  Welfare  Superintendent,  Commander  Paul,  who  was  Commandant  of  the 
Holiday  and  Convalescent  Home  at  Brighton,  has  returned  to  these  same  duties  at  West 
House.  Mr.  Lloyds,  a  Chartered  Accountant,  who  was  Assistant  Secretary,  has  come  back 
from  a  Far  Eastern  prison  camp,  and  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Berry,  of  the  executive  staff, 
are  back  at  Headquarters. 

We  welcome  all  back  home  again  and  wish  them  the  best  of  good  luck  in  settling  down 
to  civil  life. 

After- Care  Visitors 

Two  changes  are  to  be  noted  in  the  After-Care  Visiting  Staff.  Miss  Hester  Pease, 
at  one  time  Yorkshire  Visitor,  then  Matron  at  Tembani,  in  South  Africa,  where  she  did 
a  splendid  job,  has  returned  to  England  on  the  closing  down  of  the  South  African  home, 
and  she  takes  up  her  duties  once  again,  but  this  time  in  an  area  in  the  Home  and  Eastern 
Counties. 

On  the  other  hand,  Miss  Frances  Lloyd,  R.R.C.,  retires  at  Christmas.  We  first  got 
to  know  Miss  Lloyd  when  she  was  a  Sister  at  No.  2  London  General  Hospital,  or  St.  Mark's, 
as  we  used  to  call  it.     She  rendered  splendid  service  there  and  became  such  a  good  friend 
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to  so  many  St.  Dunstaners  that,  on  the  hospital  closing  down,  we  invited  her  to  join  our 
staff.  Ever  since  then  she  has  been  one  of  our  most  valuable  After-Care  Visitors,  and  men 
in  the  London  area  and  their  families  will  be  losing  one  of  their  best  friends  on  account 
of  her  retirement. 

St.  Dunstan's  has  been  most  fortunate  in  the  number  of  devoted  men  and  women  who 
have  constituted  its  staff  from  the  time  of  the  first  war  until  the  present  day,  and  Miss  Lloyd 
ranks  high  in  the  regard  and  affection  of  St.  Dunstaners  and  staff  alike.  All  will  wish  her 
happiness  in  her  well-earned  retirement. 

South  Africa 

By  the  time  these  Notes  are  read,  my  wife  and  I  hope  to  be  on  the  ocean,  approaching 
the  Equator  on  our  way  to  Cape  Town.  I  am  going  out  on  private  and  public  business 
to  attend  to  matters  relating  to  a  group  of  companies  belonging  to  my  family,  for  which 
I  now  have  some  responsibility  for  policy  and  general  direction,  and  to  promote  the  export 
trade  to  these  companies  and  other  groups.  I  shall  also  confer  with  St.  Dunstan's  Committee 
in  South  Africa,  and  hope  to  see  a  good  many  old  St.  Dunstaners,  and  I  shall  make  contact, 
too,  with  ex-Servicemen's  organisations  who  occupy  the  equivalent  position  in  South 
Africa  to  our  British  Legion  here  at  home.  I  am  told  that  ocean  travel  is  not  what  it  was, 
for  ships  are  crowded  and  standards  are  much  lower.  But  nevertheless  I  hope  that  the 
voyage  will  be  a  change  for  us  both  from  care  and  responsibility,  which  have  been  unremitting 
now  for  several  years.  I  hope  to  be  back  in  a  couple  of  months'  time,  and  will  try  and 
write  something  for  the  Review  on  my  travels. 

Christmas 

My  wife  and  I  wish  all  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  families,  at  home  and  overseas,  and 
all  members  of  our  staff,  a  Happy  Christmas  and  the  best  of  good  luck  in  the  New  Year. 

IAN  FRASER. 


Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Anniversary 

December  9th,  the  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  Bt.,  Founder 
of  St.  Dunstan's,  was  commemorated  by 
Memorial  Services  held  at  St.  Dunstan's 
Training  Centre,  Church  Stretton,  at  Black- 
pool and  at  Brighton.  The  Service  at 
Church  Stretton,  which  was  held  in  the 
Central  Hall,  was  conducted  by  the  Padre, 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Nugee. 

In  London,  Mr.  Askew,  Horace  Kerr, 
Drummer  Downs  and  Corporal  Major 
Dawkins  attended  Hampstead  Cemetery  and 
placed  a  wreath  on  Sir  Arthur's  grave. 

At  Westminster  Abbey,  on  December 
9th,  an  Offering  was  taken  for  St.  Dunstan's. 

Blackpool    Note 

After  December  31st,  Mrs.  Hindley,  of 
Blackpool,  will  no  longer  be  able  to  reserve 
special  beds  for  St.  Dunstaners.  Mrs. 
Hindley  has  given  us  valuable  help  during 
the  war  years,  for  which  we  are  extremely 
grateful. 

Private  accommodation,  however,  will 
still  be  available,  and  terms  can  be  obtained 
from  Mrs.  Hindley,  at  3  Ventnor  Road, 
South  Shore,  Blackpool. 


Wireless  Sets  for  the  Blind 

Purchase  Tax  Concession 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  November 
28th,  Major  Turton  moved  an  amendment 
to  remit  Purchase  Tax  from  wireless  sets 
sold  to  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind 
Fund.  Speaking  in  support  of  the  amend- 
ment, Sir  Ian  Fraser  said  the  blind  person 
is  robbed  by  circumstances  of  the  enjoyment 
ot  many  things  for  which  he  pays  as  a 
taxpayer.  Conversely,  there  are  certain 
things  which  mean  more  to  him  than  to 
the  sighted  person,  and  radio  is  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
promised  to  introduce  an  amendment 
himself  on  the  report  stage  of  the  Bill, 
giving  effect  to  the  proposal. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  upon 
their  anniversaries  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Shread,  King's  Lynn,  December  4th  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  O.  Windridge,  Wigston  Magna, 
near  Leicester,  December  15th. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Church  Stretton  arranged  its  Thanks- 
giving Week  from  November  17th  to  the 
24th,  and  asked  St.  Dunstan's  to  undertake 
Wednesday,  21st,  for  our  effort.  Thanks 
to  our  energetic  Committee  and  everyone's 
loyal  help,  it  was  a  most  successful  day, 
despite  the  disadvantages  of  the  very  short 
notice,  and  also  its  being  a  winter  instead 
of  the  usual  summer  day.  Work  time  tables 
were  normal  till  11  a.m.,  when  the  Centre 
transformed  itself.  Placards  and  sideshows 
appeared  as  if  by  magic,  and  by  2  o'clock 
all  was  ready  to  receive  visitors,  including 
demonstrations  of  all  normal  training. 
There  was  no  work  on  the  following 
Saturday  morning  to  compensate  for  our 
being  on  duty  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bampton  organised  two  performances 
of  an  excellent  fifty-minute  concert,  "  Civvy 
Street,"  which  went  with  a  swing — of  which 
perhaps  the  most  original  item  was  "  Hats 
off  to  .  .  .  ."  Eight  members  of  the 
chorus,  in  civvies  and  bowler  hats,  gave 
a  well-rehearsed  rendering,  often  with  solo 
lines,  beginning  : 

"  This  is  a  song  to  give  our  heartfelt  thanks 
To  the  Infantry,  the  Sappers  and  the  men 

who  drove  the  tanks. 
The  Navy,  the  Merchant  Men,  and  gallant 

Airmen,  too, 
The    men   whose    mighty    efforts,    folks, 

brought  peace  to  me  and  you. 
To  Mr.   Winston  Churchill,   to   him  we 

raise  our  hats, 
To  Field  Marshal  Montgomery,  who  led 

the  Desert  Rats. 
W'e'll  sing  of  Alexander,    of  Portal  and 

the  rest, 
We'll  raise  our  hats  again,  kind  friends, 
to  those  who  gave  their  best  .  .  .  ." 
and  so  on,  mentioning  many  others,  well 
known  and  humble  (with  appropriate  hat- 
raising)  down  to  "  Now  we  think  the  time 
is  ripe  to  raise  our  hats  to  US  !  "  Many  old 
boys  will  smile  to  hear  that  the  "  Three 
Old  Crocks  "  haven't  succumbed  yet. 

In  a  missing  word  competition,  pretty 
stiff,  twenty-six  perfect  answers  were 
returned ;  and .  even  in  a  further  more 
poisonous  one  there  were  nine  undefeat- 
ables.  These  were  in  the  order  received  : 
1st  prize  (a  Savings  Certificate),  Miss 
Staveley,  Trevor  Hill,  Church  Stretton ; 
2nd  prize,  presented  by  Mrs.  Bankes- 
Williams,  David  Jennings  ;  3rd  prize,  Miss 


Veale,  typing  teacher ;  and  4th,  Arthur 
Finney,  Battlefield.  Most  others  only  lost 
one  mark— a  brainy  crowd !  The  proceeds 
were  :  From  concerts,  dances  and  sideshows, 
£251  13s.  9d.  From  the  mock  auction, 
£4,019.  Total,  £4,270  13s.  9d.,  making  a 
worthy  proportion  of  Church  Stretton's 
total  of  £43,000. 

The  Musical  Circle  arranged  a  wonderful 
all-star  Concert,  which  a  large  audience 
keenly  appreciated.  Miss  Noel  Eadie, 
soprano  ;  Geoffrey  Dams,  tenor ;  Alfred 
Cave,  violin  ;  and  Meyer  Rosenstein  at  the 
piano. 

One  very  enjoyable  feature  of  our  life 
here  has  perhaps  escaped  mention,  but 
fully  deserves  it — -i.e.,  visits  from  "  old 
boys,"  which  are  such  a  tremendous 
encouragement  to  present  trainees.  The 
pleasure  of  having  old  friends  back  among 
us,  but  with  the  happy  expression  of  self- 
reliance  arising  from  "  holding  a  job 
down,"  not  only  "  amply  repays  any 
wearisome  days  "  (to  misquote  Lewis 
Carroll)  but  warms  the  cockles  of  our 
hearts. 

The  weekly  dancing  classes  are  still  most 
popular,  under  the  delightful  tuition  of 
Mrs.  Fisher,  from  Ludlow,  and  Miss 
Woodhouse,  from  Shrewsbury.  We  are 
most  grateful  to  Miss  Kennedy  for  years  of 
service  in  this  Department,  and  were  very 
sorry  when  her  local  war  work  came  to  an 
end  and  she  returned  to  her  professional 
dancing  teaching  in  London.  She  left 
many  friends  here. 

Brockhurst  had  a  very  successful  play- 
reading  of  "  Laburnum  Grove,"  by  J.  B. 
Priestley — these  are  popular  evenings. 
There  have  been  two  more  delectable 
Wednesday  afternoon  expeditions  to  Wol- 
verhampton Grand  Theatre  to  see  "  Worm's 
Eye  View  "  and  "  The  Quaker  Girl  " — 
each  followed  by  a  royal  spread.  Lucky 
invite-ees !  Also  the  usual  visiting  bands, 
lunch-time  concerts,  etc.,  of  which  limited 
space  precludes  a  full  list  this  month. 

Apologies  for  errata  in  our  last  issue  are 
offered  to  Ernie  Jensen,  whose  name  should 
have  appeared  under  the  "  Router  "  head- 
ing, not  as  a  telephonist ;  and  to  E.  Griffiths, 
who  is  in  a  capstan  lathe  job,  not  assembly. 
Every  effort  is  made  for  accuracy,  but  a 
gremlin  got  a  finger  in  here.  (Quiz :  Have 
gremlins  fingers?) 

Twenty-one  new  trainees  have  arrived 
during    the    month.     Among    the    twenty 
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leaving  are  the  four  massage  students, 
John  Koehorst,  Desmond  Coupe,  Bert 
Briggs,  and  Tom  Niccol,  for  the  next  stage 
of  their  training  in  London ;  J.  Burge, 
M.  Luba,  and  P.  J.  Chovancek,  Canadians 
for  repatriation ;  Jack  Caswell,  to  work 
on  a  capstan  lathe  with  Messrs.  Allen  and 
Simmonds,  Reading ;  Douggie  Frith,  as 
upholsterer  with  Messrs.  Bristow  and 
Townsend,  High  Wycombe  ;  Jock  Reagan, 
as  telephonist  to  Messrs.  Townson  and 
Mercer,  Thornton  Heath  ;  D.  Donnelly,  to 
Moulded  Products,  Ltd.,  Tyburn,  Birming- 
ham, as  a  plastic  press  operator;  J.  Marshall 
to  greenhouse  work  (after  hospital)  ;  and 
H.  Holden,  ready  for  settlement  as  shop- 
keeper.    The  best  of  good  luck  to  each! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

In  Interline  Braille. — J.  McGinnis,  G. 
Bond,  C.  Williams,  A.  Milne,  J.  Mudge, 
R.  Foster,  M.  Lees. 

In  Interpoint  Braille. — D.  Donelly, 
D.  Jennings,  P.  Terrell. 

In  Writing. — N.  Christal,  G.  Taylor, 
T.  Burge,  H.  Collingwood,  A.  Peckett, 
A.  Somervell,  D.  Cashmore,  B.  Temple, 
G.  Bradley. 

In  Typing. — D.  Cashmore,  H.  Scaife, 
R.  Forster,  W.  Richardson,  N.  K.  Storath, 
R.  Parsons,  R.  Slaughter,  E.  Ashby,  G. 
Edwards,  S.  Foyle,  R.  Sheriff,  H.  Marshall, 
G.  Kavorie,  W.  Thomas,  R.  Osborne, 
L.  Coulson,  M.  R.  Hackett,  J.  Banks, 
T.  Lukes,  R.  Smith,  S.  Warner,  J.  C.  Searle. 

Home  at  Last 

Welcome  home  to  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  F.  Payne,  of  New  Orwell,  who  is 
now  home  after  having  been  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  Japan. 

Armistice  Day,   1945 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  led  a  party  of  St.  Dunstaners 
of  both  wars  to  the  Cenotaph  on  the 
morning  of  November  11th,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  war-blinded  men  of  the  Empire 
placed  a  wreath  in  memory  of  the  fallen. 
St.  Dunstaners  P.  J.  Conlin,  A.  J.  Overill, 
W.  H.  Lacey,  and  C.  Singleton  represented 
the  men  of  1914 — 1918,  while  St.  Dunstaners 
of  this  war  were  represented  by  I.  Darling, 
J.  Ellis,  R.  Vincent,  and  D.  Parmenter. 

On  the  evening  of  November  10th,  a  small 
number  of  trainees  from  Church  Stretton 
were  present  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  for 
the  British  Legion  Festival  of  Remembrance. 


Should  we  have   another  day  for 
Armistice  ? 

Last  month  the  Chairman  invited  St. 
Dunstaners  to  give  their  views  on  this 
subject.  We  print  below  extracts  from 
some  of  the  letters  received  : — 

I  suggest  the  first  Sunday  in  July  for  the  11 
o'clock  Two  Minutes'  Silence.  It  can  still  be 
called  Poppy  Day,  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and 
being  Sunday  the  Churches  could  give  Thanksgiving 
or  Remembrance  Services.  Sunday  is  less  likely  to 
interfere  with  trade  or  business,  and  with  our  climate 
July  would  be  a  better  time  of  year.  We  could 
call  it  Remembrance  and  Thanksgiving  Day. 

Walter  Burgin,  Southwick. 

I  suggest  the  11th  May  or  the  nearest  Sunday  to 
the  11th  May,  as  a  remembrance  for  both  wars. 

A.  Chiverton,  Portchester. 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  stick 
to  November  11th. 

F.  James,  Hove. 

On  November  17th  I  was  a  delegate  at  the  West 
Riding  Legion  Conference  when  the  question  of 
Armistice  Day  arose,  and  from  that  time  I  have 
made  several  inquiries  on  the  subject.  I  find  that 
the  only  reason  for  a  change  of  date  is  the  uncertainty 
of  the  weather.  Therefore,  if  we  must  have  a 
change  I  suggest  the  3rd  of  September,  when  the 
1918  Armistice  came  to  an  end.  So  many  great 
events  of  this  war  centre  around  September. 

E.  Russell,  Leeds  (New  war). 

In  this  war  the  whole  country  was  in  the  front 
line  and  I  suggest  that  another  date,  say,  June  15th, 
Waterloo  Day,  midway  between  VE  and  VJ  Days, 
would  be  a  more  appropriate  day  for  remembrance 
day  for  both  wars.  The  number  of  those  for  whom 
November  11th  has  so  many  associations  is  rapidly 
decreasing,  and  to  those  who  have  been  at  the  front, 
abroad  and  in  this  country,  a  date  nearer  the  two 
V  Days  will  have  something  like  the  appeal  that 
November  11th  has  to  those  of  us  who  served  in 
1914-1918. 

N.  A.  Ramsden,  Oxford. 

I  think  that  November  11th  will  be  acceptable  to 
all  involved  in  the  Second  World  War,  because  they 
believe  that  1939-1945  was  a  continuation  of  the 
conflict  begun  in  1914,  and  because  both  wars  were 
fought  for  the  same  ideal  against  the  same  enemy. 
W.  Girling,  Southampton. 

I  think  Remembrance  Day  might  well  remain 
November  11th,  that  month  being  devoted  by  the 
Church  to  the  Holy  Souls.  The  familiar  date  should 
help  to  drive  home  the  lessons  of  both  wars. 

A.  T.  Brooks,  Bournemouth. 

I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  changing  Armistice 
Day.  Alter  the_  name  to  Peace  Day,  or  any  other 
name  that  will  include  all  the  days  to  be  com- 
memorated, but  let  it  remain  November  11th. 

W.  Bruggemeyer,  Heme  Hill. 

For   Sale 

For  Sale. — Rudge-Whitworth  Tandem,  three- 
speed  gear.  Gent,  front,  lady  back.  Tyres 
perfect.  Bought  for  £16  ;  will  sell  for  £15. — Apply 
to  the  Editor. 
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Parliamentary  Report 

House  of  Commons  Branch, 
British  Legion 

Col.  the  Rt.  Hon.  Douglas  Clifton  Brown, 
M.P.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
was  unanimously  elected  President  of  the 
House  of  Commons  Branch  of  the  British 
Legion  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Branch  in 
the  present  Parliament.  The  following 
officers  were  also  elected  :  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
(Conservative),  Chairman  ;  Captain  G.  H.  C. 
Bing  (Labour),  Vice-Chairman ;  Flight  Lieut. 
B.  J.  T.  Parkin  (Labour),  and  Col.  O.  E. 
Crosthwaite-Eyre  (Conservative),  Joint 
Honorary  Secretaries  ;  Lieut.  Col.  F.  C. 
Byers   (Liberal),   Honorary   Treasurer. 

The  meeting  of  M.P.s  was  a  record  one 
in  attendance  since  the  first  meeting, 
when  Earl  Haig  and  Sir  Brunei  Cohen 
founded  the  Branch  over  twenty  years  ago. 

The  House  of  Commons  Branch  acts  as 
a  service  of  information  for  M.P.s  on 
matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  ex- 
Servicemen,  and  arranges  for  Members  of 
all  parties  to  ask  questions  in  the  House 
relating  to  them.  During  the  past  month 
more  than  a  dozen  questions  have  been 
asked,  thus  keeping  the  needs  of  the  ex- 
Serviceman  constantly  before  the  Govern- 
ment. Among  the  subjects  dealt  with  were 
the  suggested  provision  of  a  rent  allowance 
for  men  drawing  100  per  cent,  disability 
pension  ;  the  time  limit  for  the  application 
for  pensions  ;  and  the  Ministry's  attitude 
towards  psychoneurosis.  Questions  and 
answers  of  special  interest  to  our  own 
readers  were  the  following  : 

Lieut.  Col.  Byers  asked  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
whether  he  will  consider  making  to  men  drawing 
100  per  cent,  disability  pension  a  rent  allowance 
on  the  scale  of  that  allowed  to  widows  and  children. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Paling  :  A  seriously  disabled 
pensioner  who  is  unemployable  already  receives  a 
special  supplement  up  to  20s.  a  week,  together  with 
allowances  for  his  wife  and  children.  If  he  is 
employed  he  receives  his  full  pension  in  addition 
to  wages.  I  do  not  think  that  a  special  provision 
on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  would  be  justified. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  asked  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
whether  he  will  authorise  a  special  allowance  to 
war-disabled  men  and  women  wearing  artificial 
limbs  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  extra 
wear  and  tear  imposed  on  their  clothes,  and  so  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  the  clothing  for  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  issues  them  additional  clothing 
coupons. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Paling  :  I  have  under  considera- 
tion the  recommendation  in  regard  to  this  matter 
made  by  the  Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Sir  Brunei  Cohen. 


Other  questions  concerning  pensions  and 
grants  were  asked  by  Sir  H.  Lucas  Tooth 
(Hendon,  Cons.),  Mr.  Campbell  Stephen 
(I.L.P.,  Camlachie),  Mr.  T.  J.  Brooks 
(Lab.,  Rothwell),  Major  Freeman  (Lab., 
Watford),  Mr.  Quintin  Hogg  (Cons., 
Oxford),  Major  Beamish  (Cons.,  Lewes), 
Squadron  Leader  E.  Roberts  (Lib.,  Merion- 
eth), Mr.  Keenan  (Lab.,  Kirkdale),  Mr. 
Allighan  (Lab.,  Gravesend),  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Paling,  Minister  of  Pensions, 
in  his  replies,  stated  that  the  Royal  Warrant 
and  the  whole  question  of  war  pensions 
was  at  present  under  review. 

Replying  to  another  question,  the  Minister 
of  Labour  said  that  employment  exchanges 
had  been  particularly  instructed,  in  selecting 
applicants  for  submission  to  employers,  to 
see  that  ex-Servicemen  were  not  placed  at 
a  disadvantage  through  lack  of  recent 
experience  of  civilian  employment.  The 
existing  arrangements  enabled  the  cards  of 
ex-Servicemen  to  be  picked  out  very  easily. 
When  ex-Servicemen  were  submitted  for 
vacancies,  a  special  introduction  card  was 
used  which  indicated  that  they  were 
ex-Servicemen. 

Staff  Changes 

Miss  Hester  Pease,  who  went  to  South 
Africa  in  June,  1942,  to  act  as  Matron  of 
"  Tembani,"  has  now  returned  to  this 
country  and  is  resuming  her  work  with  the 
Welfare  Department.  From  January  1st 
she  will  act  as  Social  Visitor  for  the  country 
districts  at  present  covered  by  Miss  Lloyd, 
who  is  retiring ;  country  districts  now 
looked  after  by  Miss  Cecil  Wood  ;  and  those 
eastern  countries  which  for  some  time  have 
been  without  a  regular  Visitor. 

Miss  Cecil  Wood  will  now  be  responsible 
for  all  the  London  area. 

The  Settlement  and  Estate  Departments, 
which  have  hitherto  been  under  the  control 
of  Mr.  P.  R.  Lale,  have  now  been  separated 
in  view  of  the  growth  of  the  work.  Mr. 
Lale  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  Estate 
Department,  but  the  work  of  Settlement — 
the  finding  and  acquisition  of  properties 
(other  than  Massage  Settlements  and  re- 
Settlements)  will  be  -in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Peter  Matthews. 

Fuel  Hints  ? 

From  the  "Hull  Daily  Mail"  : 

"  Two  smart  lads  wanted  for  firewood  .  .  .  ." 

Troni  the  "  South  London  Press  "  : 

"  Telephonist  required  for  heating  engineer's 
office  ..".." 
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St.  Dunstaners  Decorated 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  gave  lunch  at 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday, 
December  4th,  to  Sergt.  Leslie  Constable, 
King's  Royal  Hussars,  of  Sidcup,  after  he 
had  been  to  Buckingham  Palace  to  receive 
his  D.C.M.  Amongst  those  present  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Constable  (father  and  mother), 
Mr.  G.  D.  Wallace,  M.P.  for  Chislehurst,  in 
whose  constituency  he  lives,  and  Gen. 
E.  R.  Fitzpatrick,  C.B.E.,  D.S.O.,  who 
represented  his  son,  Lt.  Col.  Fitzpatrick, 
D.S.O.,  M.C.,  O.B.E.,  who  was  Sergt. 
Constable's  commanding  officer  and  recom- 
mended him  for  his  award. 

Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  also  arranged  a 
lunch  party  on  December  6th  for  Lieut. 
G.  A.  F.  Mortimer,  Royal  Tank  Regt.,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  receiving  the  Croix 
de  Guerre  from  Commandante  J.  L.  de 
Rougemont,  General  Military  Attache  at 
the  French  Embassy. 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mortimer,  his  parents,  and  Mrs.  Irvine, 
Matron  at  the  Officers'  House  at  Battlefield, 
Church  Stretton. 

News  of  Old  Friends 

Miss  B.  H.  Beckwith,  B.R.C.S.,  who  has 

been  acting  as  Welfare  Officer  in  a  hospital 

in  Italy,  where  she  had  the  special  care  of 

blinded  men,  is  now  back  in  this  country. 

•         *         • 

The  end  of  the  war  has  meant  that  more 
St.  Dunstaners  look  in  at  9-11  Park  Crescent, 
and  lunch-time  visitors  are  likely  to  meet 
two  old  friends  in  Sister  Morrah  and  Mrs. 
Giorgi,  whom  everyone  knows  best  as 
"  Mrs.  George." 

Throughout  the  war  years  (and  the  raids) 
Miss  Morrah  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  when 
our  offices  were  in  the  Park.  When  there 
were  no  St.  Dunstaners  to  look  after  she 
helped  the  staff.  She  came  with  us  to  Park 
Crescent,  and  Mrs.  Giorgi,  who  will 
be  remembered  by  many  St.  Dunstaners  as 
far  back  as  the  St.  Mark's  days,  joined  her 
in  looking  after  the  lunch-time  needs  of 
visiting  St.  Dunstaners. 

Mrs.  Giorgi  and  Miss  Morrah  send 
their  very  best  wishes  for  Christmas  and  the 
New  Year  to  St.  Dunstaners  and  their 
wives  and  families   everywhere. 

Wanted 

Any  short  ends  of  sea-grass  left  over  from  stool 
covering.  Please  send  to  Joe  McDonald  (Mack),  24 
Thomas  Street,  Shaw,  Oldham.  State  price  required. 


All  This  and  Heaven  Too 

Much  publicity  has  been  given  to  Radar 
aid  to  the  blind  and  I  decided  to  investigate 
via  the  grape-vine  of  Denehurst.  These 
were  my  impressions  : 

The  object  is  to  give  eyes  to  the  blind, 
particularly  where  one  lives  in  a  neighbour- 
hood of  sprouting  lamp-posts,  pillar  boxes 
and  half-crowns.  At  great  expense,  the 
equipment  has  been  condensed  so  as  not  to 
exceed  one  hundredweight.  A  huge  coffin- 
like box  is  strapped  upon  the  back  ;  a  12ft. 
rigid  steel  aerial  runs  vertically  from  it, 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  semi-sighted,  is 
painted  black  and  white  to  announce  that 
fact.  On  the  back  panel  are  scores  of 
knobs  and  switches,  the  delight  of  all 
schoolchildren  and  others.  A  6in.  diameter 
cable  runs  to  the  head-harness  ;  here  a  novel 
idea  has  been  introduced.  On  the  ear- 
phones pretty  Angora  flaps  keep  the  lugs 
warm,  and  for  the  bald-headed,  a  velvet  pad 
is  suggested  on  the  crown.  From  here  the 
cable  now  runs  to  the  chest  to  a  Mass  ball 

o 

like  a  fortune-teller's  crystal. 

Providing  our  V.A.D.  by  this  time  has 
not  gone  off  duty,  we  go  shopping.  As  we 
go  down  the  road  we  listen-in  to  a  couple 
passing  by.  "  These  men  now  can  actually 
see  round  corners,  and  are  in  constant  touch 
with  Whitehall  1212."  Now  we  are  getting 
to  a  more  densely  populated  area,  and  the 
head-harness  is  buzzing  like  bees  around  a 
jam-pot.  Any  obstruction  within  three 
inches  is  immediately  notified  by  the  use  of 
a  side-step-sucker — but  in  the  case  of 
blondes  and  brunettes  we're  not  suckers, 
and  we  keep  straight  on. 

We  pause  for  a  few  moments  to  regain 
our  composure,  and  a  policeman  arrives 
to  accuse  us  of  creating  an  obstruction. 
Someone  has  fastened  a  clothes  line  to  our 
aerial  and  hung  thereon  the  daintiest  of 
smalls.  We  protest  our  innocence  and 
go  mildly  home,  feeling  happy  at  having 
negotiated  all  obstructions — only  to  fall 
through  a  man-hole.  In  its  murky  depths 
we  remember  the  letter  from  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  that  morning,  that  having  now 
had  our  set  two  years  they  want  to  expedite 
an  adequate  supply  of  batteries,  and  a 
prompt  reply  would  receive  the  lowest 
priority.     Then  down  came  the  coal! 

(With  profound  apologies  to  the  good  work 
which  is  being  carried  out  in  this  direction.) 

N.  O.  Packdrill, 
Student  at  Denehurst. 
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Hit  Jttttitorg 


Joseph  Bolton 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Bolton,  of  Wigan,  who  was  blinded  and  lost  a  leg  as  a  result 
of  injuries  received  in  an  air-raid  during  the  war  of  1914-1918.  He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1920,  where 
he  was  trained  as  a  boot-repairer  and  clog  maker,  and  later  learned  mat  making.  He  carried  on  with  this 
occupation  until  two  years  ago.     His  death  occurred  very  suddenly  at  his  home  on  September  7th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

Our  'deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Sapper  Frank  Patterson,  Royal  Engineers 

We  deeply  regret  ro  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  St.  Dunstaners,  F.  Patterson,'  of  Ballinasloe, 
Co.  Galway,  Ireland,  who  passed  away  on  October  16th,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine. 

After  serving  in  the  Zulu  War  and  the  Boer  War,  he  was  wounded  at  Ypres,  and  he  was  admitted  to 
St.  Dunstan's  in  1923,  but  was  then  too  old  to  take  up  serious  training.  For  several  years  he  has  led  a  very 
quiet  life,  being  cared  for  by  another  St.  Dunstaner  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Ward,  who  represented 
St.  Dunstan's  at  the  funeral.  Many  other  ex-Service  comrades  were  also  present.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian 
Fraser  and  his  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  placed  on  the  grave.  Mass  was  celebrated  in  St.  Michael's  Church, 
Ballinasloe,  and  the  burial  took  place  in  Creagh  Cemetery. 

Private  William   Charles  Jose,    1st   Duke  of  Cornwall's  Eight  Infantry 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  C.  Jose,  of  Falmouth. 

After  being  wounded  in  France  in  September,  1914,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  November,  1916, 
where  he  was  trained  in  netting  and  boot-repairing.  Fie  subsequently  took  up  netting  and  wool-rug  work 
as  an  occupation.  Until  1939,  he  lived  in  Ireland,  but  he  then  came  over  to  England  and  has  lived  here  ever 
since.  His  health  had  never  been  good  and  he  had  been  in  hospital  for  over  a  year  before  his  death,  which 
took  place  on  October  30th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers. 

Private  Michael  John  Shinners,  4th  Middlesex  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  M.  J.  Shinners,  of  Greenford. 

He  was  wounded  at  Armentieres  in  February,  1916,  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  following  month, 
where  he  trained  as  a  mat-maker.  This  occupation  he  continued  until  August  of  last  year,  when  he  was  taken 
seriously  ill  with  a  stroke.  He  gradually  became  worse  and  he  passed  away  in  Park  Royal  Hospital  on 
November  8th. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  friends  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral,  which 
was  attended  by  St.  Dunstaners  W.  E.  Dunn  and  E.  J.  Thompson,  with  Mrs.  Dunn. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Jose  and  her  family. 

Private  John  Kirby,  Machine  Gun  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Kirby,  a  St.  Dunstaner  who  only  came  to  us  in  January, 
1942,  although  he  had  served  from  August,  191 5,  until  November,  1917.  He  was  trained  in  basket-making 
at  Church  Stretton,  but  while  there  had  a  stroke.  Fie  had  never  enjoyed  very  good  health  since  then  and 
gradually  he  lost  the  use  of  his  legs.  At  the  beginning  of  November  he  was  admitted  to  the  Brighton  Home 
and  from  there,  a  week  later,  was  transferred  to  the  Municipal  Hospital,  where  he  died  on  November  15th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Sandhurst,  his  home,  and  a  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades 
at  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers. 

Our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  wife  in  her  sad  loss. 


Births 

Bugbee. — On  May  14th,  to  the  wife  of 
E.  L.  Bugbee,  of  Harefield,  near  Uxbridge, 
(new  war),  a  son — Leslie  Victor. 

Barstow. — On  September  •  29th,  to  the 
wife. of  Michael  Barstow,  of  Hampstead 
(new  war),  a  daughter — Henrietta 
Penelope. 

McConnell. — On  November  30th,  to  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  McConnell,  of  Salisbury 
(new  war),  a  son — Peter  Desmond. 

Marriages 

Hancock — Keys. — On  November  29th, 
J.  P.  ("  Rusty  ")  Hancock,  to  Miss  N. 
Keys. 


Petty — Clarkson. — On  September  15th, 
H..  Petty,  of  Leeds  (new  war)  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Clarkson. 

Deaths 

Our   sincere  sympathy  is   extended   this 

month  to  the  following  : — 

Abram. — To  A.  Abram,  of  Reddish,  Stock- 
port, whose  mother  has  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  87. 

Schollar. — To  E.  W.  Schollar,  of  Ports- 
mouth, who  lost  his  wife  on  December 
1st. 

Martin. — To  A.  W.  Martin,  of  Peacehaven, 
whose  mother,  with  whom  he  has  always 
lived,  passed  away  on  November  30th. 
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CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

Pensions  White  Paper 

IN  previous  Reviews  I  forecast  improvements  in  war  pensions  and  allowances,  and  now 
they  have  come  in  a  White  Paper  published  by  the  Minister  of  Pensions  just  before 
Parliament  rose.  My  ship  has  been  delayed  three  weeks,  so  that  I  am  able  to  comment 
upon  jhem  from  my  office  instead  of  sending  my  friends  a  message  from  somewhere  on 
the  ocean. 

On  another  page  the  Editor  is  publishing  a  summary  of  the  White  Paper,  and  a  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  the  Press.  By  reading  these  two,  St.  Dunstaners  will  gather  what 
the  new  proposals  are,  and  the  view  which  we  take  of  them  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

In  the  main  the  concessions  are  familiar,  for  they  have  been  the  subject  of  many 
representations  from  the  British  Legion  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have  frequently  written 
about  them  in  this  journal  and  spoken  about  them  in  the  House  during  recent  years. 

The  two  most  important  are,  firstly,  the  increase  in  the  flat  rate  pension  from  40s.  to 
45s.  In  our  British  Legion  deputation  to  the  Minister  we  asked  for  £3  flat  rate,  and  we 
are  disappointed  with  45s.  And,  secondly,  the  recognition  of  a  disabled  soldier's  wife 
and  children  for  allowances,  even  if  the  marriage  or  the  births  take  place  after  the  disability. 
There  is  a  limitation  on  this,  namely,  that  the  wives  and  children  will  only  be  recognised 
if  the  disabled  man  marries  within  ten  years  of  his  leaving  the  Service,  and  this  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  petty  meanness  in  an  otherwise  generous  concession ;  I  hope  the  Minister  will 
alter  it.  Actually  this  concession  will  not  benefit  St.  Dunstaners  to  a  great  extent  financially, 
because  St.  Dunstans'  itcelf  has  been  paying  the  wife's  allowance  from  its  own  funds  for 
some  months  and  has  dways  paid  a  children's  allowance.  But  nevertheless  it  is  a  just 
Recognition  of  a  proper  claim,  and  I  am  sure  ah  will  welcome  it. 

I  will  not  refer  to  the  details  here,  except  to  comment  upon  two  points  of  special 
Merest?  One  is  the  doubling  of  the  Attendant  Allowance- for  men  who  are  doubly  disabled. 
J-asked  personally  for  this  at  a  recent  deputation  before  the  Minister  of  Pensions,  and  am 
ff^ry.;  gratified  by  his  recognition  of  the  claim.  The  other  is  tie  small,  but  valuable, 
concession  of  a  payment  to  compensate  the  limbless  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  their  artificial 
limbs  upon  their  clothing. 

Oti  the  whole  the  White  Paper  is  a  considerable  step  forward,  and  I  think  St.  Dunstaners 
would  wish  me  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Government.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  will 
be  clearly  seen  from  my  letter,  I  do  not  regard  this  as  a  final  settlement  which  will  endure 
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for  many  years.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  whole  subject  of  war  pensions  and 
allowances  is  so  important  that  it  should  be  given  the  fullest  possible  consideration  by  a 
Select  Committee,  before  which  representatives  of  ex-Servicemen  can  appear  and  give 
evidence. 

I  hope  my  letter  to  the  Press  will  start  political  thought  upon  this  subject,  so  that  we 
may  in  due  course  deal  with  the  whole  question  of  how  the  nation's  debt  to  the  men  who 
have  been  disabled,  and  those  who  have  been  bereaved  in  its  service  in  both  wars,  may  be 
discharged  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  Meantime,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  note 
on  another  page,  Mr.  W.  G.  Askew,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  our  most  skilful 
and  successful  Pensions  Officer  before  he  became  Secretary  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  who  still 
advises  us  on  matters  of  Pensions  policy,  will  take  up  various  points  that  arise  out  of  the 
White  Paper  with  the  Ministry  and  will  in  due  course  write  to  every  St.  Dunstaner  telling 
him  where  he  stands. 

IAN  FRASER. 


St.  Dunstaner 
in   New  Year  Honours 

Many  congratulations  to  J.  R.  Lynch,  of 
Ruislip,  Chief  Telephone  Operator  at 
Fulham  Installation,  Petroleum  Board 
(Shell-Mex),  who  received  the  award  of 
the  British  Empire  Medal  (B.E.M.)  in  the 
New  Year  Honours  List  for  services 
rendered  in  the  Petroleum  Industry. 

Our  St.  Dunstaner,  who  has  worked  for 
twenty-four  years  under  Shell  Mex  B.P., 
Ltd.,  has  received  the  personal  congratula- 
tions of  the  Minister  of  Fuel  and  Power 
upon  his  award,  and  from  Sir  Andrew 
Agnew,  c.b.e.,  Chairman  of  the  Petroleum 
Board. 

St.  Dunstan's,  New  Zealand 

On  Saturday,  November  24th,  Marshal 
of  the  Royal  Air  Force  Sir  Cyril  Newall, 
Governor-General  of  New  Zealand,  offici- 
ally opened  the  New  Zealand  St.  Dunstan's. 
The  weather  was  perfect  and  great  public 
interest  was  shown  in  the  ceremony. 

A  cable  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  placing  on 
record  the  pleasure  of  St.  Dunstan's 
Executive  Council  at  the  incorporation  of 
the  Blinded  Servicemen's  Trust  Board,  and 
the  opening  of  the  New  Zealand  organisa- 
tion, and  granting  the  request  for  affiliation 
with  the  parent  body,  was  read  at  the 
ceremony  and  received  with  appreciation 
by  the  Board  and  the  trainees.  St. 
Dunstan's  Executive  Council  has  nominated 
Donald  McPhee,  a  St.  Dunstaner  of  the  last 
war,  as  its  representative  trustee  on  the 
Board  in  New  Zealand. 


French  Hid  Ring  from  Nazis 

Walter  (Dickie)  Richardson,  now  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Training  Centre,  has  just 
recovered  a  signet  ring  in  unusual  circum- 
stances. In  1944  he  was  shot  down  over 
France  while  serving  as  an  air  gunner  in  a 
Lancaster  bomber.  After  baling  out,  he 
wandered  for  eight  hours  before  he  was 
eventually  taken  by  two  Germans  to  a 
French  hospital  near  St.  Dizier.  While  the 
Germans  were  out  of  the  room,  a  French, 
doctor  filed  a  signet  ring  which  be  wore 
from  Richardson's  finger  and  gave  it  to  a 
hospital  attendant,  who  promised  to  return 
it  after  the  war.  Richardson  gave  him  his 
name  and  address,  but  had  little  hope  of 
ever  seeing  it  again. 

Quite  recently  a  British  business  man, 
Mr.  S.  W.  Vickery,  visiting  the  St.  Dizier 
branch  of  his  firm,  was  handed  the  ring  by 
the  branch  manager,  who  told  him  its 
history.  He  was  the  hospital  attendant. 
Mr.  Vickery,  on  his  return,  at  once  got  in 
touch  with  Richardson's  home  address,  and 
then  with  St.  Dunstan's,  and  the  ring  was 
handed  to  him.  Mr.  Vickery  offered  to 
have  the  file  cut  in  the  ring  repaired,  but 
Richardson  prefers  that  it  should  remain 
broken   as   a   souvenir   of  his   experience. 

Promotions 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  James,  of 
Hove,  now  in  the  Middle  East,  to  the  rank 
of  Major. 

Benny  Skelly,  now  serving  with  the 
Indian  Army,  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 

Colin  Wardle  (East  Haddon),  of 
R.E.M.E.,  and  now  in  India,  to  Sergeant 
Instructor,  attached  to  the  I.E.M.E.  He 
is  only  nineteen. 
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Personalities 

A.  Abram,  of  Reddish,  has  been  elected 
Vice-President  of  his  branch  of  the  British 

Le§ion-       *    •    • 

A.  J.  Radford,  of  Castle  Gary,  who,  with 
his  dog,  Mac,  has  collected  regularly  for  the 
Red  Cross  Penny  a  Week  Fund  since  it 
began,  finished  with  the  grand  total  of 
seven  hundred  pounds,  and  has  received 
an  individual  testimonial,  for  framing. 
They  both  entered  for  the  Welcome  Home 
Carnival,  when  Mac  received  first  prize  as 
best  dog  in  the  show,  and  Jack  carried  off 
a  second  prize  (as  a  Texas  cowboy)  in  a 
torchlight  procession. 

•  *        • 

Sapper  McKay,  who  wrote  the  "  Ode  to 
Charlie  Hawketts,"  which  appears  on 
this  page,  was  blinded  in  action  in  Germany, 
when  he  also  lost  his  right  leg  and  received 
severe  injuries  to  his  other  leg  and  both 
hands.  At  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  his 
topical  verses  on  personalities  there  are 
much  appreciated  by  his  friends  and 
members  of  the  staff.  Charlie  Hawketts, 
of  course,  is  the  brother  of  our  old  friend, 
"  Bill  "  Hawketts. 

•  •       .• 

A  correspondent  in  "  John  Bull  "  recently 
wrote  :  "  In  these  austerity  days  you  can 
imagine  my  feelings  when  two  fully-trained 
boot  repairers  told  me  that  my  best  pair 
of  shoes  was  past  mending.  Eventually 
I  sent  them  to  a  blind  repairer — an  ex- 
Serviceman  of  the  last  war,  trained  by  St. 
Dunstan's.  Within  four  days  they  were  back, 
soled  and  heeled,  and  nearly  as  good  as  new." 

S.  Purvis,  of  Seghill,  Northumberland, 
was  responsible  for  this  tribute  to  our  boot- 
repairers. 

r  *         *        * 

Captain  Kenneth  C.  Revis  has  arrived  in 
India  with  Mrs.  Revis,  where  he  will  act 
as  Assistant  to  Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Training  Centre  at  Dehra  Dun. 

•  •        • 

The  D.L.I,  cap  badge  which  W.  Rickaby, 
of  Battersea,  wore  all  through  the  1914-1918 
war  has  also  gone  right  through  the  Burma 
Campaign,  being  worn  all  the  time  by  his 
nephew. 

•  •        * 

C.  Firth,  of  Heswall,  a  St.  Dunstan's 
shop-keeper,  has  sent  our  Appeals  Depart- 
ment £56  10s.  from  the  collecting  box 
on  his  counter  during  1945,  and  £8,  which 
was  the  result  of  a  draw. 


St.  Dunstaner  Honoured 

From  the  "  Daily  Hxpress"  Scottish  Edition, 
December  22nd,  1 945  : 

"  Blind  ex-journalist,  Mr.  Fred  Martin, 
is  the  new  Vice-Convenor  of  Aberdeen- 
shire. Mr.  James  Cruickshank  becomes 
Convenor." 

Frederick  Martin,  a  blinded  officer  of  the 
last  war,  was  one  of  our  earliest  St. 
Dunstaners,  and  for  years  has  been  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  Aberdeen 
public  life.  He  was  awarded  the  C.B.E. 
for  his  services  in  1942. 

As  well  as  his  election  as  Vice-Convenor 
of  Aberdeenshire,  he  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee  of 
the  County,  and  St.  Dunstaners  everywhere 
will  wish  him  the  best  of  luck  in  these  two 
most  important  new  posts. 

Brighton 

On  December  31st,  Mrs.  D.  Sutcliffe 
retired  from  the  Matronship  of  West  House, 
Brighton.  During  her  eleven  years'  asso- 
ciation with  St.  Dunstan's,  Mrs.  Sutcliffe 
has  acted  as  Sister-in-Charge  at  London 
Headquarters,  and  as  Matron  of  the 
Melplash  Home  until  the  return  to  Brighton 
at  the  end  of  last  year. 

Those  St.  Dunstaners  who  knew  her  will 
join  with  us  in  sending  her  our  very  good 
wishes  for  the  future. 

Mrs.  M.  Ouseley  has  been  appointed 
Matron  of  West  House,  Brighton,  in  the 
place  of  Mrs.  Sutcliffe.  Commander  Paul, 
now  released  from  his  war  service,  has 
returned  to  take  up  his  appointment  as 
Commandant  of  the  Home. 

Ode  to  Charlie  Hawketts 

Our  Charlie  is  busy  by  day  and  by  night, 
At  washing  and  shaving  he  gets  no  respite, 
He  gets  us  our  fags  and  gives  us  a  light, 
I  don't  need  to  tell  you  he's  a  bit  of  alright. 

He  takes  us  to  bath,  and  to  "  dot  5," 
And  in  between  times  he  goes  to  W7ard  5. 
He's  always  as  busy  as  a  bee  in  a  hive, 
Without  him  we'd  all  be  more  dead  than 
alive. 

He  does  his  job  well,  he  knows  all  the  tricks, 
And  without  him,  I'm  sure,  we  would  be 

in  a  fix. 
So  I  think  you'll  agree,  as  I  finish  this  rhyme, 
Let's  hope  he'll  stay  here  for  quite  a  long 
time. 

T.  E.  McKay, 
Ward  4  X,  Stoke  Mandeville. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes, 

Surely  our  Christmas,  1945,  jollities  will 
be  a  life-memory  of  gaiety  and  happiness 
to  all  who  took  part  in  them.  Whether 
because  of  our  record  numbers  or  because 
of  its  being  the  first  peace-time  anniversary, 
or  our  last  Christmas  celebration  in  Church 
Stretton,  it  certainly  surpassed  all  previous 
records.  Each  house  had  its  own  banquet, 
a  triumph  of  organisation  for  all  concerned 
— turkey,  with  every  conceivable  etcetera, 
delectable  Christmas  pudding  and  mince 
pies,  all  served  hot,  plenty  of  drinks  (but 
not  too  many!),  sing-song  and  mistletoe 
.  .  .  (censorship  here!).  Then  all  assembled 
at  the  Central  Hall  to  dance  to  K. S.L.I, 
and  St.  Dunstan's  own  bands,  with  spot 
prizes,  buffet  and  beer  till  11.30  p.m. 

On  the  previous  Monday  our  good 
Wolverhampton  friends  had  thrown  a 
marvellous  party  at  our  own  Canteen  and 
Dance  Hall,  including  all  staff  in  their  royal 
invitation.  Dancing,  presents,  cigarettes 
— and  as  for  food,  we  were  feasting  on  the 
surplus  all  next  day!  Tuesday,  two  more 
Christmas  parties  ;  Wednesday,  Christmas 
tea  at  the  Granada  (Shrewsbury  cinema)  for 
all  trainees.  Then  St.  Dunstan's  "  Fol-de- 
Rols  "  gave  a  rollicking  show,  "  Treasure 
Island,"  on  Thursday  for  the  troops,  and 
on  Friday  to  a  packed  Hall,  ourselves  and 
Church  Stretton  friends.  The  stage  repre- 
sented a  wonderful  galley,  complete  with 
shields,  oars,  prow,  figurehead  (Donald 
Duck!)  and  rudder — Mr.  Beasley's  handi- 
work— the  company  appearing  as  gay 
buccaneers,  with  the  sepulchral  voice  of 
Captain  Hook  threatening  at  'intervals  to 
sink  the  ship  ;  this  was  eventually  repre- 
sented with  a  terrifying  thunder-storm, 
putting  to  shame  all  mere  Drury  Lane 
effects !  Congratulations  to  all  concerned 
— organisers,  dressers,  soloists  and  chorus. 

Previously  the  Musical  Circle  had  given 
an  excellent  concert,  only  marred  by  the 
rumour  that  this  was  its  final  swan  song  ; 
but  all  agreed  with  Mr.  Stanners,  the 
announcer,  that  so  much  talent  must  be  kept 
together  in  some  form.  It  included  a 
Musical  Quiz — a  C.S.  team  being  beaten 
by  a  St.  Dunstan's  four,  17  to  12.  Could 
you  explain  the  difference  between  a  piano 
duet  and  a  piano  duo?  or  between  a  drum 
and  a  kettle-drum  ?  or  say  which  instrument 
can  play  the  highest,  and  which  the  lowest, 
in  an  orchestra?  The  Church  Stretton 
Ladies'    Choir,    conducted   by   Mrs.    Steel, 


assisted  with  some  charming  songs,  includ- 
ing "  The  Spirit  of  Night,"  specially 
composed  for  them  by  Jock  Steel. 

Welcome  invitations  have  been  accepted 
from  Battlefield  Camp,  Attingham  Hall, 
Toe  H,  A.T.S.  Signals,  and  Harlescott 
Social  Club,  while  visiting  dance  bands 
have  included  Shawbury  R.  A.F.  and  Foden's 
Works  Band  from  Sandbach,  besides  some 
lunch- time  concerts. 

A  Play-Reading  at  Longmynd,  "  The 
Late  Christopher  Bean,"  was  rendered  with 
spirit  and  keenly  enjoyed. 

Among  the  fifteen  leaving  us  :  J.  Carney, 
H.  Macartney  and  S.  Fowler  have  been 
trained  on  the  capstan  lathe;  Cyril 
Parker  is  starting  work  at  Grantham 
Products,  Grantham ;  Norton  Christal 
returns  to  his  school-mastering  at  King 
William  College,  Isle  of  Man  ;  W.  Thomas 
is  to  have  a  course  at  the  London  School  of 
Weaving  ;  M.  Clements  takes  on  assembly 
work  at  Messrs.  Santon's,  Ltd.,  Somerton 
Works,  Newport ;  Tom  Daborne  and 
F.  Palfrey  will  be  starting  in  businesses  ; 
Ken  Mclntyre  is  repatriated  for  a  short  time 
to  South  Africa  before  going  to  a  University 
over  here ;  and  one  or  two  are  fortunate  in 
regaining  enough  sight  to  qualify  for  other 
training,  where  they  will  still  be  shepherded. 
Blessings  on  each  one. 

Many  old  St.  Dunstaners  will  feel  with 
us  how  very  strange  the  place  seems 
without  Mrs.  Broughton.  There  is  no  one 
connected  with  St.  Dunstan's  who  has 
given  more  devoted  service  for  so  many 
years,  including  Regent's  Park  days.  •  All 
her  friends  know  how  fully  she  gave  of 
herself,  and  will  agree  she  has  richly  earned 
a  rest ;  and  all  will  wish  her  comfort  and 
happiness  in  her  own  little  home. 

Finally,  the  shadow  of  coming  events  is 
already  assuming  shape,  and  next  Christmas 
should  see  Church  Stretton  entirely  free  of 
us,  and  the  Ovingdean  establishment  fully 
reoccupied.  It  is  another  sign  of  returning 
peace-time  conditions — but  to  some  a  jolt, 
and  to  many  much  hard  work.  Still,  we  all 
know  that  nothing  can  in  any  degree  affect 
the  continuity  and  fellowship  of  St. 
Dunstan's  life. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

In  Braille  Writing. — J.  Collingwood, 
A.  Pecket,  N.  Christal,  G.  Taylor,  A. 
Somervell,     D.     Cashmore,     B.     Temple, 
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G.  Bradley,  T.  Burge,  J.  Caswell,  R.  Slade, 
G.  Lund,  J.  Bond,  D.  Donelly. 

In  Braille  Interpoint. — R.  Phillips,  R. 
Holmes,  V.  Formstone,  T.  Banks. 

In  Braille  Interline. — J.  Cruse,  M. 
Clements,  F.  Pawson,  C.  Parker,  J.  Carney, 
R.  Jones,  N.  Hopkins,  W.  Moon,  I. 
Kirkby,  G.  Eustace,  R.  Parsons  (Moon). 

In  Typing.— T.  O'Connor,  R.  E.  Tibbit, 
A.  Partington,  E.  Sampson,  S.  Stinson, 
W.  Veness,  J.  Lewis,  H.  McCarthy,  S. 
Connor,  A.  H.  Brown,  G.  Waterworth, 
W.  Shotter,  G.  Poole,  L.  Fensome,  J.  Gill, 
E.  Terrell. 

Social  Insurance  Bill  and  the  Blind 

A  deputation,  led  by  Mr.  Edward  Evans, 
M.P.  (Lowestoft,  Labour),  consisting  of 
Mr.  Frederick  Messer.  M.P.  (Tottenham,  S., 
Labour),  Lt.  Commander  the  Hon.  L.  W. 
Joynson-Hicks,  M.P.  (Chichester,  Unionist), 
and  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  M.P.  (Lonsdale,  Union- 
ist), went  to  see  the  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Griffiths,  M.P.,  Minister  of  National  Insur- 
ance, on  Friday,  December  7th,  on  behalf 
of  the  blind  community  generally.  The 
deputation  urged  that,  under  the  new  Social 
Insurance  Bill,  which  was  shortly  to  be 
introduced,  there  was  a  risk  that  certain 
civilian  blind  people  might  receive  sub- 
stantially less  by  way  of  allowances  then 
they  were  receiving  at  present,  and  asked 
for  an  assurance  that  no  blind  person  would 
be  worse  off.  Positive  proposals  for 
improvement  in  the  position  of  civilian 
blind  people  were  made.  Mr.  Griffiths 
received  the  deputation  sympathetically  and 
said  he  would  consider  their  representations. 

These  proposals  do  not  affect  St.  Dun- 
staners  who  are  in  receipt  of  war  disability 
pensions,  except  that  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  speaking 
on  their  behalf,  emphasised  the  principle 
that  anyone  who  pays  a  full  contribution 
to  a  contributory  scheme  should  receive 
full  benefits,  and  that,  accordingly,  all  St. 
Dunstaners  who  go  into  the  National 
Insurance  Scheme  compulsorily,  ought  to 
receive  the  full  benefits  in  case  of  illness, 
old  age,  etc.,  without  their  disability  pension 
being  taken  into  account. 

Sons  and  Daughters  in  the  Services 

Gamblin,  Trooper  C.  T.  (New  Brunswick,  Canada), 

5th  Canadian  Armoured  Regt. 
Gamblin,  A.B.  F.  J.  (Canada),  Royal  Navy. 
Ingram,  Pte.  D.  J.  (Maidenhead),  R.A.S.C. 
Printie,  J.,  Royal  Navy. 
Smith,  Pte.  L.  W.  (Leicester),  R.A.C. 
MacFarlane,  Writer  Neil  Stewart  (London),  Royal 

Navy. 


Blackpool  Notes 

All  the  staff  at  the  Blackpool  Home  send, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Review, 
warmest  greetings  to  all  St.  Dunstaners, 
old  and  new. 

Our  Christmas  festivities  are  nearly  over, 
but  we  have  had  a  happy  time.  Our  newly- 
acquired  friends  from  the  Girls'  Hostel 
gave  a  party,  which  commenced  about 
5.45  and  lasted  until  midnight,  with  a 
wonderful  programme.  We  met  in  the 
lounge  of  the  Hostel,  and  there  was  wine 
to  suit  each  and  every  palate.  After  that 
a  very  appetising  little  dinner  was  served, 
followed  by  a  short  sing-song.  To  every- 
one's delight  a  private  bus  arrived  to  take 
us  to  the  Palace  of  Varieties,  where  we 
enjoyed  a  very  good  show.  The  bus 
brought  us  back  to  the  Hostel  for  coffee, 
sandwiches  and  cigarettes,  which  kept 
everyone  happy  until  midnight. 

We  had  a  jolly  time  on  Christmas  Day, 
when  everybody  had  gifts  from  the  Christmas 
tree.  The  gifts  were  handed  out  by  "  Father 
Christmas"  during  the  morning.  Methinks 
there  will  be  much  competition  next  year 
for  the  role  of  Santa  if  Tommy  Milner  tells 
all  he  knows  about  the  fun  and  games. 

A  very  merry  party  sat  down  to  dinner 
after  the  new  Vicar  of  the  Parish  had  said 
a  few  words  of  greeting,  followed  by  grace. 
A  pipe,  given  by  our  good  friend,  Mr.  Lunt, 
was  won  by  "  Lucky  Freddy  Winter,"  who 
had  the  winning  number  on  his  table  card. 
(At  the  New  Year  Party,  L.F.W.  also  won 
a  half  pound  tin  of  tobacco,  which  was 
given  to  be  raffled  for  the  Merchant  Navy 
Fund  by  J.  Power.)  At  the  party  in  the 
evening  much  laughter  was  caused  by 
Terry  Roden  and  Arthur  King  when  they 
fooled  so  hilariously  during  the  game 
"  Under  the  Blanket." 

We  are  going  to  miss  the  friendliness  of 
the  conductresses  on  the  Blackpool  trams  and 
buses,  but  hope  in  time  to  win  the  friend- 
ship of  the  men  returning  to  their  jobs, 
although  they  will  never  give  our  "  troops  " 
the  warming  "  luv "  to  which  we  have 
become  so  familiar. 

To-night  we  are  looking  forward  to  a 
very  gay  party  after  the  revellers  return 
from  the  Palace  of  Varieties,  and  hope  to 
greet  the  New  Year  of  1946  in  our  usual 
happy  way — sending  greetings  far  and  wide 
to  all  the  big  family  of  St.  Dunstan's. 
May  this  prove  to  be  a  year  of  Peace  and 
Plenty.     Good  wishes  to  you  all.       B.H.S. 
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Improvements    in    War    Pensions 

A  new  White  Paper  on  War  Pensions  has 
recently  been  issued  by  the  Government, 
and  we  set  out  below  a  summary  of  the 
changes  so  far  as  they  affect  St.  Dunstaners  : 

(1)  The  100  per  cent,  pension  for  a  Private  will 
in  future  be  at  the  rate  of  45s.  a  week,  as  against 
the  present  40s.,  and  the  rates  for  lower  degrees  of 
disablement  will  be  increased  proportionately.  The 
increase  of  5s.  a  week  is  given  to  all  N.C.O.s  and 
men  ;  for  instance,  a  Corporal  will  in  future  receive 
48s.  4d.,  a  Sergeant  51s.  8d.,  and  so  on. 

(2)  In  exceptional  cases  of  very  severe  disable- 
ment, and  where  outside  help  is  necessary,  the 
Constant  Attendant  Allowance  may  be  extended  up 
to  a  maximum  of  40s.  a  week.  This  will  only 
affect  those  St.  Dunstaners  who  are  practically 
bedridden  because  of  their  pensionable  disablement, 
or  who,  in  addition  to  their  blindness,  have  other 
war  disabilities  which  make  it  necessary  for  them 
to  have  outside  assistance.  The  provision  applies 
equally  to  men  of  both  wars. 

(3)  A  special  Hardship  Allowance  will  in  future 
be  given  to  partially  disabled  men  of  the  1939-45 
war  who,  in  consequence  of  their  disablement,  are 
permanently  incapable  of  resuming  their  former 
occupation  or  of  following  or  being  trained  for  one 
of  equivalent  standard.  The  Allowance  is  lis.  3d. 
a  week,  or  such  smaller  sum  as  will  bring  the  partial 
disablement  pension  up  to  the  100  per  cent.  rate. 
The  Allowance  is  not  payable  to  men  of  the  Great 
War. 

(4)  Men  in  receipt  of  pension  for  the  loss  of  a 
limb  who  wear  an  artificial  one  will  be  granted  a 
Clothing  Allowance.  The  Allowance  will  be  £5 
a  year  in  double,  and  £3  a  year  in  single  amputation 
cases. 

(5)  The  existing  practice  of  making  a  deduction 
in  respect  of  home  savings  from  allowances  paid 
during  a  course  of  hospital  treatment  will  be  dis- 
continued. The  position  of  the  pensioner  who  is 
permanently  maintained  in  an  institution  will  be 
separately  considered. 

(6)  Family  Allowances  will  in  future  be  given  to 
every  pensioner  provided  that  the  marriage  took  or 
takes  place  within  ten  years  of  the  end  of  his  war 
service.  This  applies  equally  to  men  of  both 
World  Wars. 

(7)  If  a  pensioner  dies  as  the  result  of  his  war 
service,  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  his  widow  and 
children  irrespective  of  the  date  of  his  marriage 
and  the  dates  of  birth  of  his  children.  This  pro- 
vision applies  to  widows  of  men  of  either  World 
War  who  die  or  have  died  after  September  3rd,  1939. 

These  improvements,  which  apply  equally 
to  men  of  all  the  Armed  Forces,  the 
Merchant  Navy  and  Naval  Auxiliary 
Services  and  to  Civil  Defence  personnel, 
will  come  into  effect  as  from  the  first  pay- 
day in  February. 

There  are  a  few  points  in  connection  with 
this  White  Paper  which  require  elucidation, 
but  within  the  next  few  days  Mr.  Askew 
will  be  writing  personally  to  all  St.  Dunstan's 
men  who  may  be  affected,  in  order  that 
their  pension  may  be  adjusted.     It  would 


be  helpful  in  the  meantime  if  men  would 
refrain  from  corresponding  with  Head- 
quarters on  this  particular  matter. 

Select  Committee   Called  For 

The  following  letter  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
appeared  in  The  Times  on  January  5th: — 
To  the  Editor  of  "  The  Times  " 

Sir, — I  ask  for  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or,  better  still,  of  both  Houses,  to 
consider  war  pensions  and  allowances.  This  is  not 
a  protest  against  the  present  Government's  White 
Paper,  for  that  document,  and  the  White  Paper  of 
the  previous  Government,  together  with  the  action 
that  was  taken  thereon,  constitute  between  them  a 
substantial  effort  on  the  part  of  the  two  Ministers  of 
Pensions  and  the  two  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
to  remedy  the  grievances  of,  and  act  fairly  by,  men 
and  women  disabled  by  war  service  and  those  who 
have  been  bereaved. 

The  shifting  of  the  onus  of  proof  and  the  giving 
of  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  certain  cases,  by  the 
last  Government,  has  done  justice  to  many  claimants. 
The  practical  admission  to  allowances  of  all  the 
wives  and  children  of  disabled  men,  no  matter 
whether  the  marriage  or  the  birth  took  place  before 
or  after  the  invaliding  disability  occurred,  is  an 
important  concession  of  principle  in  which  both 
Governments  shared.  And  the  present  Minister's 
doubling  of  the  attendance  allowance  for  the  most 
seriously  disabled  is  generous.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  rise  of  the  flat  rate  from  40s.  to  45s.  a  week 
seems  to  me  to  be  inadequate,  and  the  omission  of 
any  pro  rata  rise  for  n.c.o.s  and  of  any  rise  at  all 
for  officers  or  "  alternative  pensioners,"  appears  to 
be  pressing  equalitarian  doctrine  too  far. 

However,  there  is  much  more  in  the  problem  of 
doing  justice,  and  seeming  to  do  justice,  to  the 
men  and  women  who  have  fought  our  battles  and 
have  been  disabled  in  so  many  varying  degrees  than 
can  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  these  salient  points 
in  the  White  Papers.  For  example,  who  should  be 
admitted  to  the  honourable  roll  of  the  war  disabled  ? 
Only  those  whose  wounds  or  incapacities  are  due 
to  service  with  certainty,  or  with  a  certain  element 
of  doubt  being  allowed  in  their  favour,  or  all  those 
who  went  out  fit  and  came  back  incapacitated? 
Then,  upon  what  principle  should  the  compensation 
be  based?  Should  it  be  related  to  earnings,  or 
likely  earnings,  in  the  station  of  life  in  which  the 
pensioner  found  himself?  Or  should  it  be  related 
to  an  arbitrary  formula?  The  present  method  in 
Britain  is  a  compromise  between  these  two. 
Finally,  it  may  be  asked,  should  ex- Servicemen  and 
women,  whose  disabilities  occur  at  rare  intervals  in 
a  nation's  life  and,  we  may  hope,  will  not  occur 
again,  who  have  been  torn  away  from  their  homes 
and  have  been  encouraged  to  take  great  risks  in  our 
defence,  be  compensated  on  a  higher  scale  than 
those  who  suffer  similar  disabilities  in  civil  life? 

Many  nations,  large  and  small,  including  four 
of  our  Dominions,  have  tried  to  answer  these 
questions  as  a  result  of  the  two  great  wars.  I  think 
the  facts  should  be  known  and  the  various  principles 
examined  so  that  we  may  solve  this  difficult  problem, 
not  only  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  disabled  men  and 
women  themselves,  but  to  the  honour  of  our 
Parliament  and  people.  We  want  the  facts 
marshalled  for  us,  we  want  opinions  gathered,  we 
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want  evidence  from  the  British  Legion  and  St. 
Dunstan's  and  the  Officers'  Association  and  the 
Limbless  Men's  Association  and  some  other  bodies. 
A  Select  Committee  would  afford  the  opportunity 
for  such  a  study  and  for  recommendations  based 
upon  the  contributions  which  members  of  all  the 
political  parties  and  of  the  ex- Servicemen's 
organizations  could  make.  If  Parliament  settles 
this  matter  upon  the  basis  of  well-thought-out 
recommendations  of  such  a  committee  the  result 
will  surely  be  more  enduring  and  more  consonant 
with  the  dignity  of  our  country  than  if  it  is  deter- 
mined by  hurried  adjustment  between  Government 
and  Parliament  in  a  few  hours'  debate. 

Yours  faithfully, 
House  of  Commons.  Ian  Fraser. 

Ex-Servicemen's  Hansard 

(by  our  Parliamentary  Correspondent) 

During  December  a  number  of  important 
developments  vitally  affecting  ex- Servicemen 
took  place  in  Parliament.  The  principal 
of  these,  of  course,  was  the  announcement 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  sweeping 
changes  in  war  pensions,  which  are  dealt 
with  elsewhere. 

The  quota  scheme  for  work  for  disabled 
persons  is  to  begin  on  March  1st,  1946. 
This  was  announced  by  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  Mr.' Isaacs  (Southwark,  N.,  Lab.), 
on  December  18th,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Messer 
(Tottenham,  S.,  Lab.).  Mr.  Isaacs  said 
he  had  made  an  Order  under  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  specifying 
2  per  cent,  as  the  standard  percentage. 

This  means  that  from  March  1st,  1946, 
all  employers  with  twenty  or  more  workers 
will  be  under  a  legal  obligation  to  employ 
their  quota  of  disabled  persons.  Mr. 
Isaacs  added  that  the  standard  percentage 
would  be  increased  as  the  numbers  on  the 
Register  increased.  Only  those  disabled 
persons  who  were  registered  as  such  under 
the  Act  would  count  for  the  purpose  of 
the  quota  scheme.  It  was  in  the  interests 
of  disabled  people  who  wished  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  the  Act  to  apply  for  regis- 
tration as  soon  as  possible. 

A  wide  variety  of  matters  affecting  ex- 
Servicemen  were  raised  by  M.P.s  at  question 
time  during  the  month.  Ministers  were 
questioned  on  such  matters  as  small- 
holdings for  ex- Servicemen,  conflicting 
evidence  before  pensions  tribunals,  refitted 
motor-cars  for  ex- Servicemen,  the  rights  of 
ex-Servicemen  in  the  Civil  Service,  ex- 
Servicemen  undergoing  hospital  treatment 
after  leaving  the  Forces,  the  right  of 
medical  boards  to  question  claimants  for 
pensions  about  their  earnings,  and  so  on. 


Housing  and  the  Severely 
Disabled 

Sir  Ian  Fraser's  attention  was  recently 
called  to  two  cases  of  men  disabled  in  the 
most  serious  manner  who  were  in  a  very 
bad  way  as  regards  housing.  Application 
was  made  to  the  local  Councils  for  a 
priority,  but  the  reply  was  made  that  these 
families  were  not  on  their  lists,  as  they  did 
not  live  there  before  enlistment.  It  is 
clear  that  severely  disabled  men  ought  to 
receive  the  highest  priority,  and  that  unless 
they  can  be  put  at  the  top  of  the  list  where 
they  want  to  settle,  their  chances  of  getting 
housing  quickly  are  diminished.  Accord- 
ingly, Sir  Ian  put  down  the  following 
question  : 

To  ask  the  Minister  of  Health  if  he  will  direct 
local  authorities  to  give  a  priority  in  housing  to 
ex-Servicemen  who  are  disabled  in  the  highest 
degree,  which  will  override  municipal  boundaries. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  Housing  authorities  have  already 
been  asked,  in  Circular  109-45,  of  which  I  will  send 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  a  copy,  to  give  ex- 
Servicemen  every  consideration  in  accordance  with 
their  relative  needs,  and  in  appropriate  cases  to 
waive  any  residential  qualification  they  may  have 
laid  down. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  :  Is  the  Minister  aware  that  son; 
local  authorities  have  passed  resolutions  confining 
their  housing  list  to  their  own  inhabitants,  and  will 
he  bear  in  mind  that  these  men  fought  for  Britain 
and  not  for  parish  boundaries. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
will  let  me  know  the  authorities  who  have  pasj^i 
resolutions  of  that  sort,  I  will  redirect  their  attencio  i 
to  my  circular. 

Sir  Ian,  of  course,  knew  of  the  circular 
to  which  the  Minister  made  reference,  and 
it  was  partly  due  to  Legion  activity,  and 
to  a  Deputation  which  General  Fitzpatrick 
led  to  Mr.  Ernest  Bevin  in  the  last  Govern- 
ment, that  this  circular  was  issued.  Com- 
menting upon  this  matter,  Sir  Ian  says  : 
"  I  did  not  think  the  circular  was  strong 
enough,  but  evidently  the  Minister  of 
Health  does,  so  it  is  now  up  to  every 
Legion  branch  to  get  busy  and  see  that  a 
demand  is  made  for  any  disabled  man  to  be 
put  at  the  top  of  any  list  where  he  wants 
a  home." 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 

Marriages 

On  November  8th,  Leonard  Webster 
Best  (Bournemouth)  to  Audrey  Winifred 
Atkinson". 

On  November  5th,  Alary  Rose  (North 
Berwick)  to  Frederick  Sutch. 

On  July  12th,  Driver  Lee  (Doncaster)  to 
Margaret  Haseldene. 
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"  In  Jlbmurg  ' 

Private  George  Eades,   101'  Labour  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  G.  Eades  of  Virginia  Water. 

Although  he  served  during  the  last  war  from  1916  until  March,  1919,  he  did  not  come  to  St.  Dunstan's 
until  1938.  While  he  was  with  us  he  did  not  take  up  any  training,  but  he  was  a  keen  gardener  and  he  made 
this  his  occupation. 

In  June  of  this  year  he  was  taken  ill  with  a  heart  attack,  from  which  he  never  really  recovered,  and 
his  death,  on  December  7th,  was  a  happy  release,  as  he  had  suffered  so  much  pain. 

Among  the  many  wreaths  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place  at  Christ  Church,  Virginia  Water,  was  one 
from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  four  daughters  in  their  loss. 

Private  Frederick  Craddock,  21st  Labour  Battalion 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  sudden  death  of  F.  Craddock,  of  Muswell  Hill. 
Blinded  during  the  last  war,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1925  and  was  trained  in  boot-repairing,  and 
he  carried  on  a  very  successful  business  until  1936,  when  he  had  to  give  up  for  health  reasons.  He  then 
had  a  further  course  of  training  in  telephony  and  took  an  appointment  with  the  Northmet,  Friern  Barnet, 
with  whom  he  worked  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  December  8th.  He  had  been  in  very  good  health  and 
his  sudden  passing,  at  the  early  age  of  46,  was  a  great  shock. 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Craddock  and  her  two  sons  in  their  bereavement. 


Marriages 

Holmes — Sayer — On  December  5th,  at  Church 
Stretton,  Winston  Holmes,  of  Nuneaton  (new 
war)  to  Miss  Catherine  Saver.  The  Rev.  A. 
Nugee  officiated  and  Don  Groves,  another  St. 
Dunstaner,  was  best  man. 

O'Connell — Verratt — On  December  12th,  at 
Brighton,  Stephen  O'Connell  to  Mrs.  Rose 
Verratt.     Orderly  H.  Legge  acted  as  best  man. 

Pease — Paice — On  December  5th,  J.  R.  Pease,  of 
Pudsey,  to  Miss  J.  M.  Paice,  a  former  member 
of  St.  Dunstan's  staff  at  the  Bungalow. 

St.    Dunstan's    Bridge    Club 

Since  the  last  notes  of  the  Bridge  Club 
we  have  played  two  duplicate  matches  with 
other  Clubs — Lyons  and  Hampstead  Town 
Hall.  They  were  both  most  enjoyable 
afternoons,  but  v/e  lost  on  each  occasion. 
The  League  Championship  is  a  very  keen 
affair  at  the  moment ;  three  pairs  look  like 
being  the  winners,  with  two  losses  each. 

We  had  a  real  Christmas  party  on 
Saturday,  December  8th,  when  Mrs.  Block 
organised  a  Bridge  Drive  for  the  Club. 
There  were  nine  tables  and  several  members 
were  successful  in  winning  prizes.  Mrs. 
Block  provided  a  grand  tea,  reminiscent  of 
happier  days.  Bridge  was  continued  after 
tea.  In  the  corner  a  barrel  of  beer  was 
installed,  and,  needless  to  say,  it  was  freely 
in  use.  Mrs.  Block  and  her  helpers  were 
most  warmly  thanked  for  their  hospitality. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
Club  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  February 
23rd,  at  2  p.m.  All  members  will  be 
informed  as  to  fuller  details.  All  members 
of  St.  Dunstan's  will  be  most  cordially 
invited  to  the  meeting-.        R.  P.  Coles. 


Insurance   Against    Fire    and 
Burglary 

A  subject  to  which  we  should  all  give 
attention  is  the  insurance  of  our  property. 
Those  who  insured  at  a  time  when  furniture, 
etc.,  was  cheaper,  should  consider  the  great 
rise  in  values  during  the  war  and,  if 
necessary,  arrange  with  their  insurance 
companies  to  increase  the  insured  value 
accordingly.  It  is  fair  to  say  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  value  of  furniture  and  other 
items  in  a  house  are  worth  at  least  double 
their  value  five  years  ago. 

Those  whose  property  is  not  insured,  and 
those  setting  up  house  for  the  first  time, 
should  not  neglect  to  insure  all  their 
property  against  fire  and  burglary.  An 
expenditure  of  a  few  shillings  a  year  may 
avoid  a  total  loss  of  hundreds  of  pounds. 

A  comprehensive  policy  is  strongly 
advised,  as  this  also  insures  against  such 
damage  as  a  hole  burnt  in  a  carpet,  as  well 
as  injury  to  an  employee,  such  as  a  domestic 
servant,  a  charlady,  window-cleaner,  etc. 

Mr.  Lale,  at  Headquarters,  is  our  Insur- 
ance expert,  who  is  always  ready  to  give 
advice  in  such  matters,  and  to  arrange 
Insurance  policies  for  those  who  ask  him 
to  do  so. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  celebrated  silver  weddings  :  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  Burran,  London,  W.l,  October 
9th;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Taylor,  Van- 
couver,  Canada,   December  23rd. 
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EDITORIAL 

The  Chairman  in   South  Africa 

AS  we  go  to  press,  we  hear  that  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  attended  a  luncheon  given 
by  the  Chairman  and  Committee  of  St.  Dunstan's  (South  Africa)  in  their  honour 
on  their  arrival  in  Cape  Town.  Eight  St.  Dunstaners  and  their  wives  were  present, 
messages  of  goodwill  between  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  Mother  Country  and  St.  Dunstan's  in 
South  Africa  were  exchanged.  Sir  Ian  found  St.  Dunstan's  Organisation  in  South  Africa 
in  splendid  shape  and  standing  very  high  in  public  opinion.  Mrs.  Chadwick  Bates  was 
well  and  sent  her  good  wishes  to  all  her  St.  Dunstan's  friends  of  both  wars.  Although 
"  Tembani "  is  now  closed,  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  paid  a  visit  to  see  this  delightful  house 
and  grounds:  Similar  meetings  will  be  arranged  for  the  visitors  in  Bloemfontein, 
Johannesburg,  Pretoria  and  Durban. 

Paper  is  still  Scarce 

For  some  time  past  the  number  of  printed  Reviews  needed  each  month  has  soared 
steadily — Thanks  to  a  small  concession  made  by  the  Paper  Controller  some  months  ago 
we  have  so  far  been  able  to  meet  this  demand,  but  soon  this  limit  too  will  be  reached. 

Every  St.  Dunstaner,  whether  he  has  the  braille  edition  or  not,  automatically  receives 
the  printed  Review,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  but  we  believe  that  there  may  be  a  number 
of  homes  which  are  receiving  two  copies.  This  is  a  result  of  our  policy  of  sending  the 
Review  to  relatives  of  overseas  casualties  and  prisoners  of  war  while  i  leir  men  were  abroad, 
and  of  subsequent  staff  changes  which  have  prevented  the  duplication  being  adjusted  when 
the  soldier  has  come  home. 

If  there  is  any  household  receiving  more  than  one  printed  Rev  ew  we  should  like  to 
be  advised. 

When  the  Paper  Controller  increased  our  allocation  of  paper  it  was  with  the  proviso 
that  it  was  to  be  used  fcr  more  copies,  and  not  for  increasing  the  size  of  the  magazine. 
Space  remains  tight,  therefore,  and  it  is  with  regret  that  on  many  occasions  we  have  had 
to  omit  or  hold  over  interesting  items.  We  ask  our  readers'  indulgence  and  look  forward 
to  the  day  when  we  can  snread  ourselves  over  the  luxury  of  at  least  twelve  pages,  even  if 
we  do  not  reach  the  goal  of  the  twenty-four  pages  which  made  up  S .;.  Dunstan's  Review 

co  pit  gjaend  of  the  last  wa<:. 

^E  *-?  Lu 

^  £  £  , 


JT.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW 


National  Insurance 

The  Government's  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
comprehensive  Scheme  of  National  Insur- 
ance, as  originally  suggested  by  Sir  William 
Beveridge,  is  now  before  Parliament,  and 
although  it  may,  and  possibly  will,  be 
considerably  amended  in  its  progress 
through  both  Houses,  St.  Dunstaners  will 
wish  to  know  how  it  is  likely  to  affect  them 
when  its  provisions  become  law. 

The  Bill  provides  that  the  Minister  of 
National  Insurance  may  make  regulations 
for  adjusting  the  benefits  of  any  person 
who  is  in  receipt  of  a  Pension  or  Allowance 
payable  out  of  public  funds.  It  is  not,  of 
course,  possible  at  this  date  to  anticipate 
what  these  regulations  will  be,  but  it  would 
appear  that  if  the  War  Pensioner  pays  the 
full  contribution  he  will  be  entitled  to  full 
benefits.  The  rates  of  contribution  and 
the  benefits  to  be  derived,  which  are  given 
below,  are  therefore  based  upon  the 
assumption  that  St.  Dunstaners  will  be 
required  to  pay  the  full  contribution  and 
will  receive  the  full  benefits  and  this  is  what 
we  shall  endeavour  to  obtain. 

There  will  be  three  classes  of  insured 
persons  : — 

A.  EMPLOYED  PERSONS— those  who 
work  under  a  Contract  for  service  (Tele- 
phonists, Industrial  Workers,  etc.) 
Men  who  come  within  this  category 
will  pay  4s.  7d.  a  week  (increasable 
after  five  years  to  4s.  9d.  a  week)  and 
they  or  their  families  will,  on  qualifying, 
receive  the  following  weekly  benefits  : 

1.  Unemployment  and  Sickness  Bene- 
fits.—Self,  26s. ;  Wife,  16s.  ;  First  Child, 
7s.  6d. 

2.  Maternity  Benefits. — A  wife  on  con- 
finement will  receive  a  Maternity  Grant  of 
£4  and  in  addition  an  Attendance  Allowance 
of  £1  per  week  for  four  weeks. 

3.  Widows'  Benefits. — (i)  A  widow  will 
receive  a  Widow's  Allowance  of  36s.  a 
week  for  thirteen  weeks.  If  she  has  been 
left  with  a  child  or  children  of  school  age 
she  will  receive  an  extra  7s.  6d.  a  week 
during  these  thirteen  weeks,  and  will 
thereafter  receive  a  Widowed  Mother's 
Allowance  of  33s.  6d.  for  herself  and  the 
child  or  children  so  long  as  she  has  a  child 
of  school  age.  If  she  is  over  forty  when 
the  Allowance  ceases  and  ten  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  date  of  her  marriage,  she 
will  qualify  for  a  Widows'  Pension  at  the 
rate  of  26s.  .a  week. 


(ii)  A  widow  who  is  left  without  any 
children  of  school  age  will  receive  a  Widow's 
Pension  of  26s.  a  week  after  the  period  of 
her  Widow's  Allowance  if  she  had  reached 
the  age  of  fifty  when  her  husband  died, 
provided  ten  years  had  elapsed  since  the 
date  of  her  marriage. 

(iii)  If  by  reason  of  some  mental  or 
physical  infirmity  a  widow  is  incapable  of 
self-support  at  a  time  when  her  Widow's 
or  Widowed  Mother's  Allowance  comes  to 
an  end,  she  will  receive  a  Pension  of  26  s. 
a  week  so  long  as  she  remains  incapable  of 
self-support. 

(iv)  Both  Widowed  Mother's  Allowance 
and  Widow's  Pension  will  be  reduced  if 
the  widow  earns  more  than  20s'  in  any 
week  by  Is.  for  every  Is.  she  earns  above. 
20s. 

4.  Retirement  Pensions. — A  Retirement 
Pension  for  life  at  age  65  at  the  rate  of 
26s.  a  week,  and  where  the  retirement  is 
postponed  after  65  an  extra  Is.  a  week  for 
each  twenty-five  contributions  the  man 
pays  in  the  five  years  after  pensionable  age. 
In  addition,  an  Allowance  of  16s.  a  week 
will  be  paid  in  all  cases  where  the  wife  is 
living  with  the  man  at  the  date  of  his 
retirement.  Men  who  have  qualified  for 
the  10s.  a  week  Contributory  Old  Age 
Pension  will  have  this  converted,  if  they 
have  retired,  into  a  Retirement  Pension  at 
the  new  rate,  and  if  they  have  earnings 
these  will  not  operate  to  reduce  the  Old 
Age  Pension  below  the  10s.  a  week  they 
are  now  receiving. 

5.  Death  Grant. — A  Death  Grant  will 
be  paid  for  the  expenses  connected  with 
the  death  of  an  insured  person  or  with  the 
death  of  his  wife  or  child  or  widow.  The 
grant  will  be  £20.  for  an  adult,  £15  for  a 
child  aged  6—17,  £10  for  a  child  aged 
3 — 5,  £6  for  a  child  under  3.  No  Grant 
will  be  paid  for  the  death  of  anyone  who  is 
over  pension  age  when  the  Scheme  starts, 
and  only  £10  will  be  paid  for  the  death  of 
anyone  who  is  within  ten  years  of  pension 
age  when  the  Scheme  starts.  For  children 
born  before  the  Scheme  starts  and  dying 
before  the  age  of  ten  there  will  be  no 
Grant. 

B.  SELF-EMPLOYED  PERSONS— those 
who  are  gainfully  occupied.  (Masseurs 
in  private  practice,  Shopkeepers, 
Poultry  Farmers  and  Craftsmen  making 
goods  for  local  sale  or  sending  them  to 
St.    Dunstan's). 
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These    men    will   pay    5s.    9d.    a    week 
(increasable  to  6s.  Id.  after  five  years)  and 
they  or  their  families  will  receive  all  the 
benefits   given  to  an  employed  person  as 
detailed  above,  except  that  they  will  not 
receive    any    Unemployment    benefit,    and 
their  Sickness  benefit  will  not  be  paid  for 
the  first  twenty-four  days  of  sickness. 
Note. — The  Minister  will  undoubtedly  make  regu- 
lations prescribing  the  minimum  amount  of 
earnings  to  qualify  a  man  to  be  regarded  as 
Self-Employed.     When     these     regulations 
are  announced  it  may  be  that  some  of  the 
men  mentioned  above  will  qualify  as  non- 
employed  persons. 

C.  NON-EMPLOYED    PERSONS— Mar* 

who  are  not  gainfully  occupied. 
These  men  will  pay  4s.  8d.  a  week 
(increasable  to  5s.  a  week  after  five  years) 
and  will  receive  the  benefits  detailed  above 
for  an  employed  person,  except  that  they 
will  not  be  entitled  to  unemployment  or 
sickness  benefits. 

The  above  applies  to  men  who  are  under 
55  years  of  age  when  the  provisions  of  the 
Scheme  come  into  force  (it  is  not  expected 
that  the  Scheme  will  be  fully  effective  until 
1948)  and  to  all  men  who  are  at  present 
insured  under  the  compulsory  Health  and 
Unemployment  Acts  or  the  contributory 
Health  Insurance  Acts  and,  of  course, 
depend  on  the  relevant  contribution  con- 
ditions being  fulfilled. 

For  those  men  who  are  over  55  years  of 
age  and  not  insured  at  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  Scheme  the  position  is  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  They  will  have  to  contribute  for  ten 
years  before  they  can  qualify  for  a  Retire- 
ment Pension,  and  therefore  when  they 
reach  pensionable  age  they  will  be  asked 
to  choose  between  (1)  paying  contributions 
as  non-employed  persons  (except  when 
employed)  until  they  finish  the  ten  years 
qualifying  period,  and  (2)  claiming  a  refund 
with  interest  of  the  portion  of  their  con- 
tributions paid  towards  Retirement  Pension 
rights. 

(b)  Men  aged  70  and  over  who  are  draw- 
ing non-contributory  Pensions  when  the 
new  Scheme  starts  will  have  these  pensions 
increased. 

(c)  Men  will  be  expected  to  contribute 
at  the  full  weekly  rates  until  they  attain  the 
age  of  65  years,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the 
Unemployment  and  Sickness  Benefits  set 
out  above  for  men  under  55  years  of  age. 


They  will  also  be  expected  to  contribute  at 
the  full  rates  and  will  be  entitled  to  the  full 
benefits  during  the  period  when  they  are 
over  65  years  and  have  elected  to  continue 
their  Insurance  until  they  qualify  for  a 
Retirement  Pension. 

It  is  not  possible  in  this  article  to  deal 
with  all  points  which  will  arise  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Scheme,  and  indeed  it  is  not 
necessary  to  do  this  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Bill  may  be  substantially  altered.  The 
details  set  out  above  will,  however,  give 
men  a  general  picture  of  the  Scheme  as  it 
affects  them  and  when  the  Bill  has  been 
passed  and  the  regulations  referred  to  above, 
which  are  most  important,  have  been 
announced,  further  information  will  be 
given. 

Personal 

In  a  leader  page  article  in  the  Sunday 
Express  for  January  20th,  Bernard  Harris 
wrote  on  "  Seven  Men  who  Made  Good." 
All  lived  in  Guildford,  with  their  own 
businesses.  The  seventh  was  our  St.  Dun- 
staner,  Frank  Braithwaite.  The  author 
wrote  :  "  They  have  one  characteristic  in 
common.  They  are  cheerful,  optimistic 
men.  They  have  found  abiding  satisfaction 
in  minding  their  own  business." 

•  •        * 

Campbell  McCrea,  one  of  our  Irish  St. 
Dunstaners  of  this  war,  and  our  first  new- 
war  telephonist  in  that  country,  was 
presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
Granville,  Governor  of  Northern  Ireland, 
when  he  visited  the  Labour  Exchange, 
Belfast,  on  February  1st.  The  Governor 
asked  many  questions  about  his  work  and 
his  service  in  the  Navy.  Earlier,  Mr.  Brian 
Maginness,  Minister  of  Labour  in  Northern 
Ireland,  also  chatted  with  our  St.  Dunstaner. 

•  •        • 

St.  Dunstan's  was  represented  at  the 
funeral  of  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Lord  Keyes 
by  the  74-year-old  ex-Mayor  of  Dover, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Beaufoy,  who  was  blinded  in 
1941  by  a  shell  fired  from  the  French  coast. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

On  October  20th,  in  Naples,  P.O.  Tel. 
H.  Williamson  (Chorlton-cum-Hardy)  to 
Miss  Phyllis  Edna  Boore,  and  on  February 
9th,  Amy  Doris  Williamson  (Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy)  to  John  Jamieson. 

On  January  12th,  Edwin  Owen  (Chilwall, 
Liverpool),  to  Miss  Joan  Keal. 
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The  Deaf-Blind  Watch  Fund 

This  Fund  was  started  a  year  ago,  when 
Mr.  Ottaway  made  the  very  generous 
suggestion  that  the  major  portion  of  the 
moneys  subscribed  by  St.  Dunstaners  to 
make  him  a  presentation  on  his  retirement 
was  to  be  utilised  in  purchasing  braille 
watches  for  the  deaf-blind.  It  was  then 
suggested,  and  the  suggestion  received 
universal  support,  that  this  should  become 
a  permanent  Fund,  and  that  I  should  act  as 
Honorary  Treasurer,  working  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers' 
League. 

I  reported  in  the  Review  in  April,  1945, 
that  I  had  been  able  to  send  seven  watches 
to  the  League,  but  I  am  now  happy  to  be 
able  to  say  that,  since  that  date,  another 
eight  watches  have  been  sent  as  further 
donations  were  received  during  the  year, 
and  the  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Fund  at  December  31st  last  was 
£1  18s.  6d. 

Since  that  date,  Mr.  Ottaway  has  per- 
sonally sent  me  seventeen  guineas,  being 
some  fees  that  he  has  earned  but  which  he 
has,  with  his  well-known  generosity,  sent 
to  me.  The  cost  of  a  braille  watch  is 
£4  12s.  6d.,  and  I  am  accordingly  able  to 
send  a  further  four  watches,  but  there  are 
still  some  fifty  persons  on  the  waiting  list. 
Will  all  St.  Dunstaners  send  me  a  small 
donation,  as  I  want,  during  the  coming 
year,  to  try  and  give  as  many  of  these  fifty 
people  as  I  possibly  can  a  watch. 

It  was  a  grand  idea  of  Mr.  Ottaway's 
that  St.  Dunstaners,  who  appreciate  so 
much  their  own  braille  watches,  should 
present  braille  watches  to  the  deaf-blind, 
whose  need  is  even  greater  than  their  own, 
and  I  know  that  my  St.  Dunstaner  friends 
will  help  me  in  this  grand  job. 

W.  Askew. 

Advanced    Braille   Reading    Test 

Our  congratulations  to  the  following 
St.  Dunstaners,  who  have  passed  their 
Advanced  Braille  Reading  Test  during  the 
last  two  months,  thereby  qualifying  for  the 
special  prize  of  £3  : — 

L.  Arnold,  Wanstead ;  W.  J.  Pearce, 
Hendon  ;  J.  W.  Bullock,  Waltham  Abbey ; 
J.  W.  Cookson,  Kendal ;  F.  H.  Kirkbright, 
Derby ;  A.  Rees,  Stansted ;  C.  Durkin, 
York ;  S.  Green,  Shoreham-by-Sea ;  W. 
Leonard,  Woodingdean,  near  Brighton ; 
R.  Sheehan,  Ross-on-Wye. 


Hours  of  Business  at  Headquarters 

We  have  had  a  number  of  enquiries  as 
to  the  hours  of  business  at  9-11  Park 
Crescent,  and  for  the  general  information  of 
all  St.  Dunstaners  we  give  them  here. 
They  are  9.15  until  5.30  during  the  week, 
and  from  9.15  until  12  o'clock  on  Saturday 


mornines. 


The  French  War-Blinded  . 

Following  St.  Dunstan's  policy  of  ex- 
changing information  and  advice  with 
organisations  caring  for  Allied  blinded 
soldiers,  a  blinded  officer  of  the  last  war, 
W.  J.  Voss,  recently  visited  France  at  Sir 
Ian  Fraser's  request  to  see  what  is  being 
done  for  the  French  war-blinded. 

The  Union  des  Aveugles  de  Guerre, 
whose  guest  he  was,  warmly  welcomed  him. 
Their  headquarters  are  in  Paris,  and  the 
building,  which  was  constructed  in  1936, 
has  accommodation  for  forty  people,  as 
well  as  offices  for  the  secretariat,  reading- 
rooms  and  a  dance-hall.  All  doors  are  of 
the  sliding  type  and  the  staircase  is  built  to 
allow  for  one-way  traffic  only.  Before  the 
war  it  had  been  used  as  a  hostel  for  blinded 
men  of  1914-1918  passing  through  Paris, 
and  for  those  taking  refresher  courses,  but 
the  Germans  closed  it  down  during  the 
"  occupation."  It  was  reopened  in  October 
of  last  year  and  is  now  used  solely  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  new  war  blinded, 
of  whom  France  has  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Forty  men  are  in  residence  and 
receiving  instruction  in  braille,  typewriting, 
brush-making,  massage,  music  and  piano- 
tuning.  There  is  excellent  food  and  heat- 
ing, and  all  bedrooms  have  a  wireless. 
The  orchestra,  which  plays  for  the  weekly 
dance,  consists  entirely  of  blind  musicians. 
The  trainees  comprise  all  ranks. 

A  special  committee  was  formed  to 
consider  what  is  now  being  done  at  St. 
Dunstan's,  and  the  liveliest  interest  was 
displayed  in  our  industrial  training  and,  in 
particular,  the  use  of  the  capstan  lathe. 

Among  the  principal  concessions  which 
France  extends  to  her  blinded  ex-servicemen 
are  free  railway,  omnibus  and  underground 
travel  for  the  man  and  his  guide,  and  a 
75  per  cent,  reduction  on  the  man's  fare 
by  all  French  shipping  lines. 

The  organisation  has  the  care  of  nineteen 
men  who  have  lost  both  their  sight  and  their 
hands. 
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My  Job 

On  leaving  St.  Dunstan's,  nearly  four 
years  ago,  arrangements  were  made  for  me  to 
join  a  well-known  aircraft  company.  It  was 
decided  that,  having  had  a  background 
in  engineering  (Royal  Navy),  I  should 
work  in  the  Experimental  Department 
with  the  Progress  and  Planning  section. 

Briefly  "  to  progress  "  means  to  ensure 
that  there  are  no  hold-ups  when  componnets 
afe  being  assembled  in  the  various  stages  of 
aircraft  construction.  It  was  in  this  con- 
nection that  I  got  an  insight  into  some  of 
the  difficulties  encountered  when  prototype 
aircraft  or  allied  mechanisms  are  being 
manufactured.  Although  a  modern  experi- 
mental department  can  construct  a  prototype 
aircraft  in  a  remarkably  short  time,  new 
problems  frequently  arise  with  each  project. 
Close  liaison  is  necessary  with  firms 
specialising  in  the  forging,  casting  and 
machining,  etc.,  of  complicated  compon- 
ents. 

On  receipt  of  drawings  from  the  drawing 
office,  planning  engineers  decide  the  manu- 
facturing technique  on  components  and 
assemblies,  and  in  this  connection  many 
discussions  are  held  to  decide  how  problems 
are  best  overcome.  The  work  was  always 
urgent  and  visits  to  specialist  suppliers 
entailed  journeyes  by  road  to  the  Midlands, 
West  Country  and  Greater  London. 

My  work  alternated  between  progress  and 
planning  on  aircraft  and  aero-engine  devel- 
opments. 

After  a  year  I  was  appointed  to  do  liaison 
work  with  other  firms  in  the  industry 
connected  in  various  ways  with  our 
products.  Simultaneously,  the  progress 
side  of  other  mechanisms  being  developed 
in  the  factory  was  assigned  to  me. 

Braille  played  an  important  part,  an 
index  system  being  used,  enabling  me  to 
phone  suppliers  and  to  keep  close  records 
of  meetings  and  discussions.  Books  on 
aeronautical  engineering,  metallurgy  and 
plastics  were  transcribed  by  St.  Dunstan's 
and  the  N.I.B.,  and  prove  to  be  invaluable, 
as  do  weekly  periodicals.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  mention  here  that,  with  the  aid 
of  the  N.I.B.,  my  firm  issues  a  small 
bulletin  in  braille  every  month.  This  has 
been  much  appreciated  vby  all  the  St. 
Dunstaners  in  the  factory. 

Late  in  1944  I  became  responsible  for  the 
production  of  a  new  writing  instrument. 
This   kept  me  fully  occupied  for  a  year, 


during  which  time  some  many  thousand 
units  have  been  produced  for  the  export  and 
home  markets. 

I  then  joined  the  research  and  develop- 
ment section  of  the  same  project.  This 
work  covers  many  activities,  ranging  from 
laboratory  tests  and  the  drafting  of  specifi- 
cations to  attending  meetings  and  dealing 
with  correspondence. 

To  keep  in  touch  with  current  develop- 
ments on  "  materials  and  processes  "  means 
a  fair  amount  of  study  after  working  hours, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  reader. 

In  finding  a  job  that  has,  to  say  the  least, 
always  been  full  of  interest,  I  know  that  St. 
Dunstan's  made  a  very  happy  choice  of 
employer  for  me.  R.  Dufton. 

Honoured 

The  names  of  two  eminent  surgeons 
connected  with  St.  Dunstan's  appeared  in 
the  New  Year  Honours  List.  Sir  Stewart 
Duke-Elder,  a  member  of  our  Ophthalmic 
Board,  received  the  K.C.V.O.,  and  Professor 
T.  P.  Kilner,  the  eminent  plastic  surgeon, 
who  serves  on  our  Medical  Board,  was 
awarded  the  C.B.E. 

The  Cup  Final 

We  hope  to  have  a  limited  number  of 
tickets  to  sell  to  St.  Dunstaners  for  the 
Cup  Final,  to  be  played  at  Wembley  on 
Saturday,  April  27th. 

Applications  for  the  tickets,  which  will 
be  10s.  6d.  each,  should  be  sent  to  Corporal 
Major  Dawkins,  at  Park  Crescent,  not  later 
than  March  29th,  when  a  ballot  will  be 
taken  and  successful  applicants  notified. 
Only  two  tickets  can  be  allotted  to  each 
successful  St.  Dunstaner. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  upon 
their  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Blakeley,  Okehampton, 
September  15th,  1945  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Emerson,  Little  Clacton,  December  11th; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Horner,  Holmfirth,  January 
3rd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Blackett,  Saltash, 
January  22nd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Ashton, 
Perivale,  February  5th. 

Tandem  for  Sale 

Carlton  Super-Python  Double  Gent's. 
Tandem  for  sale.  Light  blue  and  chrome  ; 
Derailleur  3-speed  gears  ;  calliper  brakes  ;  mile- 
ometer,  bell,  pump,  saddle-bag,  carrier.  Specially 
built  for  lightness,  July,  1939.  Ridden  just  over 
1,000  miles.  Condition  perfect.  Price  £27  includ- 
ing carriage. — W.  Heushaw,  "  Datchworth,"  Aires- 
ford,  near  Colchester. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Well,  this  has  been  called  "  the  flu* 
term,"  and  certainly  this  year's  virulent 
germ  has  been  busy  among  trainees, 
V.A.D.s  teaching  and  office  staffs  alike ; 
but  the  wheels  have  been  kept  turning,  and 
convalescents  are  reappearing  apace.  Great 
contrasts  of  climate,  occurring  rapidly,  have 
been  trying,  but  so  far  only  a  few  days  of 
icy  roads — and  no  casualties !  What  is  the 
old  saw  about  a  rainy  Candlemas  bearing 
the  winter  away?     Let's  hope! 

Many  of  Miss  Law's  braille  pupils  will 
be  sorry  to  hear  that  she  has  decided  to 
retire  from  the  teaching  she  has  carried  on 
so  devotedly  ever  since  Regent's  Park  days. 
She  made  of  it  so  individual  a  labour  of 
love  (in  different  languages,  too)  that  her 
absence  leaves  a  big  gap.  All  will  join  in 
wishing  her  health  and  happiness  wherever 
she  goes. 

Brockhurst,  though  sad  at  losing  Miss 
Moggach,  decided  rather  to  show  their 
appreciation  of  her  unfailing  services  in  the 
linen  room,  by  organising  a  farewell  party 
in  her  honour.  Longmynd,  too,  will  never 
be  quite  the  same  without  Miss  Feilden, 
who  gave  so  very  much  more  than  mere 
patching  and  mending.  "  Most  people," 
said  a  wise  man,  "  win  at  least  one  heart 
during  life  ;  just  a  very  few  win  friendliness 
on  all  sides."  Croxley  Green  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  welcoming  Miss  Feilden 
as  Matron. 

Denehurst  organised  an  A.l  reading  of 
"  Blithe  Spirit "  one  Sunday  evening. 
Mrs.  Steel,  as  the  wild  spiritualist-dabbler, 
Mr.  Stanners  as  the  harassed  husband — 
indeed  the  whole  cast  (including  realistic 
"  noises  off ")  delighted  the  audience. 

At  in  informal  concert  one  evening,  three 
trainees  separately  distinguished  them- 
selves :  John  Mudge,  whose  topical  couplets 
spare  no  one ! ;  Ronny  Smith,  with  humor- 
ous monologues  ;  and  "  Tiny,"  demon- 
strating male  and  female  methods  of  sewing 
on  a  button !  The  music  pupils'  items  also 
betoken  steady  perseverance. 

Two  more  afternoon  outings  at  Wolver- 
hampton, thanks  to  our  tirelessly  kind 
friends  there,  for  the  pantomimes,  "  Cin- 
derella "  and  "  Babes  in  the  Wood,"  each 
followed  by  such  a  spread,  cigarettes,  etc. 

Messrs.  Southam  Brewery,  Shrewsbury, 
presented  trainees  with  one  week's  free 
supply  of  beer ;  when  people  want  to  be 
friendly  they  do  find  nice  ways  of  showing'it. 


Another  visit  from  the  faithful  Croft 
Hermits  Repertory  Company,  this  time  with 
"  Hay  Fever,"  was  fully  up  to  even  their 
standard.  They  do  much  to  compensate 
for  Shropshire's  lack  of  a  theatre,  and  we 
are  indeed  grateful. 

Dance  invitations  from  Atcham  R.A.F. 
Station,  Battlefield  Camp,  Attingham  Hall 
and  Bayston  Hill  have  been  gladly  accepted  ; 
and  visiting  dance  bands  have  included  the 
K.S.L.I.,  the  Sabrina  Band  from  Welshpool, 
and  Pioneer  Band. 

We  have  welcomed  the  Police  Concert 
Party  from  Shrewsbury,  the  Arden  Singers 
from  Birmingham,  and  an  orchestra  and 
artists  from  the  10th  Battalion  R.A.O.C. 
in  "  Fantasy  Revels."  These  generous- 
hearted  people  not  only  give  their  services 
but  think  of  numberless  other  ways  of 
helping  ;  they  deserve — and  receive — our 
warm  thanks. 

Twelve  new  arrivals  have  been  wel- 
comed, including  Les  Webber,  returning 
to  take  up  massage. 

Among  the  seven  leaving  :  C.  Jennings 
takes  a  job  with  his  old  firm,  Messrs.  Ucal 
Ltd.,  Chemists,  Prior  Court,  Cheltenham ; 
P.  Dent  goes  to  South  Mimms.  J.  Mooney 
starts  capstan  lathe  work  with  Messrs. 
Sawer  &  Purves,  Nelson  Street,  Miles 
Platting,  Manchester  ;  R.  Belcher  (Canadian) 
and  Norman  Russell  take  assembly  jobs,  the 
latter  with  Sunbury  Cross  Engineers,  Ltd., 
and  E.  Brown  goes  as  telephone  operator 
with  Messrs.  Blyth  Dry  Dock  and  Ship- 
building Company,  Blyth.  Good  luck  to 
each  and  all! 

Harry  Devenport  and  Nick  Carter  will 
be  leaving  the  United  Kingdom  about 
mid-February  for  Lagos,  Nigeria,  to  start 
the  St.  Dunstan's  Unit  for  the  Training  and 
Settlement  of  West  African  ex-service  men. 

We  miss  Jimmy  Green's  cheery  presence 
and  kindly  tuition,  as  he  is  now  instructor 
at  Portland  Place,  Brighton.     Au  revoir ! 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  : — 

In    Braille    Interline. — H.     Earnshaw, 

A.  Serdet,  N.  Russell. 

In    Braille    Interpoint. — A.    Somervell, 

B.  Temple,  A.  Bradley. 

In  Typing. — J.  Swann,  L.  Page. 

Braille  Correspondent  Wanted 

A  blind  Italian  would  like  to  correspond 
in  English  braille  with  a  St.  Dunstaner. 
He  is  Mr.  A.  Boschiero,  Breganze,  Vicenza, 
Italy. 
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Ex -Servicemen's  Hansard 

by  our  Parliamentary  Correspondent 

When  Parliament  resumed  in  January, 
after  the  Christmas  recess,  numerous  Mem- 
bers promptly  raised  a  variety  of  matters 
affecting   the   welfare   of  ex-servicemen. 

Flying  Officer  Bowden  (Leicester,  Lab.), 
asked  the  Minister  of  Pensions  if  he  was 
aware  of  the  delay  in  dealing  with  applica- 
tions for  war  pensions,  and  that  ex- 
servicemen's  organisations,  such  as  the 
British  Legion,  were  having  to  use  their 
own  funds  to  assist  applicants  who  were 
awaiting  decisions  regarding  war  pensions. 

Mr.  Paling :  In  the  large  majority  of 
claims  made  at  the  time  of  invaliding  or  in 
respect  of  death  in  service,  a  decision  is 
notified  before  service  pay  ceases.  There 
are  cases  where  further  enquiries  have  to 
be  made,  but  these  are  dealt  with  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Colonel  Stoddart-Scott  (Pudsey  and 
Ottley,  C),  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour 
what  additional  publicity  was  to  be  given, 
and  what  additional  facilities  provided,  for 
registration  under  the  Disabled  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
only  100,000  had  registered,  when  it  was 
estimated  that  1,000,000  were  eligible. 

The  Minister  of  Labour,  Mr.  George 
Isaacs  (Southwark  N.,  Lab.)  :  Apart  from 
the  considerable  publicity  that  has  been 
given  recently  for  the  scheme  of  registration, 
further  measures  are  being  taken.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  employment  ex- 
changes to  keep  open  as  necessary  beyond 
Working  hours  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
applications  from  persons  in  employment. 
Registrations  may  also,  by  agreement, 
be    taken    on    an    employer's    premises. 

Other  matters  raised  related  to  registers 
of  disabled  persons  in  work,  the  probable 
total  cost  of  war  pensions  for  the  war  just 
ended  (no  reliable  estimate  has  yet  been 
made),  and  the  delay  by  Pension  Appeal 
Tribunals  in  hearing  appeals. 

Considerable  interest  was  aroused  in 
Parliamentary  circles  by  the  letter  from 
Sir  Ian  Fraser,  in  The  Times  on  January  5th, 
calling  for  a  Select  Committee  to  examine 
the  whole  question  of  war  pensions  and 
allowances.  Sir  Ian' s  long  and  detailed 
statement,  and  his  powerful  plea  that  all 
the  facts  shall  be  marshalled  and  opinions 
gathered,  won  widespread  sympathy,  and 
more  is  likely  to  be  heard  of  the  matter  in- 
side the  House  of  Commons  before  long. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Barnes 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  heard 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  John  William 
Barnes,  Managing  Clerk  of  Messrs.  Ranger, 
Burton  &  Frost,  Solicitors  to  St.  Dunstan's. 
For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Barnes  has  given 
loyal  and  devoted  service  to  blind  people, 
and  many  St.  Dunstaners  will  remember 
with  gratitude  his  wise  and  kindly  counsel 
on  their  behalf  as  head  of  our  Solicitors' 
Litigation  Department. 

Our  Thanks  to  the  Railwaymen 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  has  sent  the  following 
message  to  the  "  Railway  Gazette,"  the 
"  Railway  Review "  and  the  "  Railway 
Service  Journal "  : 

Blinded  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  who 
have  been  and  are  in  training  at  St.  Dun- 
stan's in  London,  or  at  Church  Stretton, 
or  who  go  to  our  various  establishments  in 
Brighton,  Blackpool  or  Aylesbury,  and  a 
thousand  or  more  individual  soldiers  of  both 
wars  who  have  used  the  railways  during  the 
war,  and  still  use  them,  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  railway  employees.  I  should 
like  to  tell  railwaymen  of  all  grades  of 
the  appreciation  which  St.  Dunstaners 
frequently  express  to  me  for  the  guidance 
and  help  which  is  always  afforded  to  them. 
May  I  also  add  my  personal  thanks. 

Births 

Barton. — On  January  11th,  to  the  wife  of 

Edmund  Barton  (new  war),  a  daughter 

— Janet  Marjorie. 
Hancock. — To  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Hancock, 

of  West   Drayton,    on   January   12th,   a 

daughter — Sylvia  Margaret. 
Holden. — On    January    8th,    to    the    wife 

of  H.  Holden,  of  Hindley  Green  (new 

war),  a  son — Keith. 
King. — On  November   18th,   to   the   wife 

of  Harold  King,  of  Dunstable  (trainee), 

a  daughter — Janet  Margaret. 
Preedy. — On  December  24th,  to  the  wife 

of  H.    E.    Preedy,    of   Bush  Hill  Park, 

(new  war),  a  daughter — Sandra  Frances. 
Withington. — On   January    10th,    to    the 

wife  of  L.  Withington,  of  Wigan,  (new 

war),  a  daughter — Edna. 
Marriages 
Dale — Ridsdale. — On    January    26th,    at 

Blackpool,  J.  Dale  (new  war),  to  Miss 

Rebecca  Ridsdale. 
Priest — Ewell. — On  January  26th,   Bert 

Priest,    of  Tipton   (new   war),    to   Miss 

Phoebe  M.  Ewell. 
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Lance-Corporal  Richard  Biggadike,  M.M.  (2nd  Dragoon  Guards) 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  R.  Biggadike,  of  Boston. 

An  old  soldier  when  the  war  broke  out — he  enlisted  in  1902 — he  was  wounded  in  1915  and  he  came 
to  us  a  few  months  afterwards.  He  was  decorated  with  the  Military  Medal  in  1917.  He  trained  as  a  boot 
repairer,  but  he  took  a  keen  interest  also  in  rabbit-keeping  and  country  life  activities.  For  a  number  of  years, 
on  account  of  ill-health,  he  had  led  a  very  quiet  life,  but  his  death  on  December  3rd  occurred  in  hospital  after 
a  very  short  illness. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  wife  and  her  family  in  their  sorrow. 

Private  Hubert  Hargreaves,  King's  Own  Royal  Lancashire  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  death  of  H.  Hargreaves,  of  Accrington. 

He  was  wounded  at  Pozieres  in  1916  and  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  the  same  year,  where  he  was  trained 
as  a  poultry  farmer  and  mat-maker.  He  carried  on  with  one  or  other  of  these  activities  for  a  considerable 
time,  but  of  late  years  was  forced  to  lead  a  less  active  life.     He  died  very  suddenly  at  his  home  on  December  7th. 

A  wreath  from  St.  Dunstan's  was  sent  for  the  funeral,  which  took  place  at  Clayton-le-Moors. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Hargreaves  and  her  family. 

Private  Edward  Pannifer,  7th  Lancashire  Fusiliers 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  E.  Pannifer,  of  Blackpool. 

He  was  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's  as  a  boot-repairer  and  mat-maker,  but  his  indifferent  health  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  do  anything  but  light  work  for  many  years  before  his  death.  He  was  taken  very  ill 
before  Christmas  and  was  admitted  to  hospital,  but  he  did  not  rally  and  he  passed  away  there  on  December  20th. 

The  cremation  took  place  in  the  afternoon  of  Christmas  Eve,  St.  Dunstan's  being  represented  by 
St.  Dunstaners  E.  J.  Thompson,  of  Kenton,  Charles  Williams  and  J.  Worthington  ;  Matron  Vaughan-Davies 
and  Sister  Berry.     Holly  wreaths  from  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's  were  placed  on  the  coffin. 

Our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  wife  and  two  children. 

Mrs.  Ivy  Harrison,  Royal  Ordnance  Factory 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ivy  Harrison,  of  St.  Helen's,  who  was  blinded  in  the 
course  of  her  work  in  a  munitions  factory  in  1940. 

Although  she  was  admitted  to  St.  Dunstan's  benefits  in  August,  1943,  she  was  never  able  to  come  to 
us  for  training,  for  unhappily  she  contracted  tuberculosis.     She  entered  a  sanatorium,  where  she  passed  away 
on  November  18th,  her  brave  spirit  sustaining  her  throughout  her  long  illness. 
Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  her  husband  and  two  children. 

Private  William  Anderson,  15th  Lancashire  Fusiliers 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  W.  Anderson,  of  Morecambe. 
He  served  with  his  regiment  from  June,  1917,  until  December,  1919,  but  his  health  and  sight  had  been 
so  seriously  affected  that  he  came  to  us  a  few  years  later.  Training  was,  however,  impossible,  and  for  many 
years  he  bravely  bore  great  suffering.  He  was  most  anxious  to  go  down  to  Brighton,  and  this  became  possible 
towards  the  end  of  last  year.  He  died  at  West  House  on  November  10th,  and  was  buried  in  Brighton  Cemetery 
among  many  of  his  old  comrades. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Anderson  and  her  two  daughters. 

Private  Walter  Giles,  13th  Canadians 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  H.  W.  Gile's,  of  Wolverhampton. 

Wounded  at  Vimy  Ridge  in  April,  1917,  he  came  to  St.  Dunstan's,  where  he  trained  as  a  basket-maker, 
and  then  returned  to  Canada.  In  a  short  time,  however,  he  came  back  again  to  settle  in  this  country — in  1919. 
For  many  years  he  had  been  fully  occupied  with  different  interests,  and  during  the  war  years  did  yeoman  service 
at  the  Canadian  Canteen.     He  had  also  taught  braille  to  a  number  of  St.  Dunstaners. 

His  death  occurred  very  suddenly  at  his  home  on  January  28th.  A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and 
his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  among  the  flowers  at  the  funeral. 

He  was  a  single  man  and  our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  relatives,  and  in  particular  to  his  great 
friend,  W.   Shakspeare,  in  their  sorrow. 

Private  Ernest  Fairfield,  2nd  Canadian  Pioneers 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  only  recently  heard  of  the  death  of  another  of  our  Canadians, 
E.  Fairfield,  of  Toronto,  which  occurred  on  April  30th  of  last  year  as  the  result  of  a  heart  attack. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1917,  where  he  was  trained  first  as  a  poultry  farmer  and  later  as  a  basket- 
maker.  Many  St.  Dunstaners  will  remember  him,  for  although  he  went  back  to  Canada  after  the  last  war 
he  returned  to  St.  Dunstan's  a  few  years  later  and  stayed  for  a  considerable  time. 

In  the  letter  bringing  us  the  news  of  his  death  came  the  news  also  that  his  son,  Flight  Lieutenant  C. 
Fairfield,  was  killed  in  France  on  August  1st,  1945,  and  our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  Mrs.  Fairfield  and 
her  family  in  this  double  bereavement. 

Deaths  We    nave    a*so    heard   with    regret    of 

, T  ^         •  1  the  death  of  Mrs.  R.  Davies,  of  Sweffling  ; 

ViCKERS.-Our    sincere    sympathy    is    ex-  q£  ^   mQther   of  Mrs>    &    jenningS}    of 

tended  to  H.  Vickers,  of  Bolton,  whose  Bradford,  and  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  T. 

wife  passed  away  on  January  11th.  Till,  of  Lancaster. 
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EDITORIAL 

BRIGHTON,  Church  Stretton,  Melplash,  Blackpool,  Stoke  Mandeville  ;  Tembani 
in  South  Africa,  Dehra  Dun  in  India — all  these  places  have  come  to  know 
St.  Dunstan's  intimately  in  recent  years  because  its  work  has  gone  on  in  their  midst. 
By  day-to-day  contact  with  its  men,  the  people  in  these  towns  and  villages  have  seen  for 
themselves  the  way  in  which  St.  Dunstaners  work,  enjoy  their  sport,  and  quietly  but  so 
courageously  and  efficiently  take  up  their  new  lives.  So  did  London  in  the  years 
following  1915  watch  the  men  who  were  blinded  last  time  in  those  gallant,  difficult,  but 
never  to  be  forgotten  days  in  Regent's  Park. 

Older  St.  Dunstaners  throughout  the  world,  either  through  the  Empire  organisations  in 
South  Africa,  Canada,  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  or  individually,  have  carried  forward  to  their 
young  comrades  the  spirit  and  tradition  of  our  organisation  and  of  its  founder,  the  late  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson.  To-day,  as  in  1918,  the  name  of  St.  Dunstan's  is  known  everywhere,  but  nowhere 
is  it  held  in  such  affection  as  in  those  places  where  we  have  lived  and  worked  through  the 
war  years,  and  where  we  have  made  so  many  friends.  We  made  such  friends  in  the  last 
war — friendships  which  were  to  last  a  lifetime.  Between  the  two  wars  these  friends  stayed 
with  us — to  help  us  with  our  sports,  to  act  as  escorts,  and  when  the  new  war  came,  many 
to  return  to  our  staff  as  V.A.D.s,  nurses,  and  instructors.  Some  have  now  left  us,  and 
there  are  others  of  whom  the  war  has  caused  us  to  lose  track,  but  they  are  all  remembered. 

Tembani  is  closed  now  and  we  have  moved  from  Melplash  back  to  Brighton.  Within 
the  next  few  months  we  shall  say  goodbye  to  Church  Stretton  to  return  to  Ovingdean, 
and  at  Stoke  Mandeville  our  Hospital  Unit  will  shortly  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  all 
these  places  we  have  been  warmly  welcomed  and  right  royally  looked  after  and  entertained, 
arid  it  is  with  mixed  feelmgs  that  we  leave  our  war-time  homes.  Eut  links  have  been  made 
^andl  we  shall  take  with  us  many  happy  memories,  and  although  we  may  bid  a  temporary 
gqfodbye  to  these  new-found  friends,  we  hope  we  shall  meet  them  again  in  the  future,  if 
n£>t  in  person,  then  by  a  letter,  or  a  message,  or  just  a  name,  in  the  columns  of  the  Review. 
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A  Training  Centre  in  West  Africa 

Flying  Officer  Harry  T.  Devenport  and 
Mr.  Percy  K.  Carter  have  left  this  country 
for  Lagos,  Nigeria,  where  they  will  establish 
a  Training  Centre  for  war-blinded  Service 
men.  Mr.  Carter  will  act  as  Superin- 
tendent and  Flying  Officer  Devenport  will 
be  Officer  in  Charge  of  Training. 

These  appointments  are  a  sequel  to  the 
visit  to  West  Africa  last  year  of  the  Com- 
mandant, Air  Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre,  at 
the  invitation  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  to  investigate  and  advise  on 
the   welfare   of  war-blinded   Africans. 

They  took  with  them  a  quantity  of 
equipment  as  a  gift  from  St,  Dunstan's. 

We  wish  our  friends  every  success  in 
this  important  undertaking. 

Travelling  Facilities  for  the  Blind 

Comparatively  recently  the  Railway  Com- 
panies decided  that  the  concession  under 
which  a  blind  person  accompanied  by  a 
sighted  person  could  travel  for  one  adult 
fare  should  be  confined  to  journeys  under- 
taken in  connection  with  the  blind  person's 
employment.  Mr.  Askew,  representing  St. 
Dunstan's,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  representing 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  attended 
a  conference  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Railway  Companies  to  endeavour  to  get 
the  concession  extended,  and  as  a  result  of 
the  representations  made  the  Railway 
Companies  have  agreed  to  the  following 
announcement  being  made  : — 

"  The  Railway  Companies  have  recently 
had  under  consideration  the  circumstances 
in  which  a  blind  person  accompanied  by  a 
sighted  person  can  travel  for  one  adult  fare, 
and  they  have  generously  consented  to  a 
voucher  being  issued  for  the  following 
journeys  :— 

(a)  Journeys  in  connection  with  the  blind 
person's  employment,  including  journeys 
to  Organisations  for  the  blind  to  discuss  a 
change  of  employment  or  training  facilities 
for  employment. 

(b)  Journeys  to  hospitals  or  specialists 
for  consultation  or  treatment. 

(<r)  Journeys  between  the  blind  person's 
home  and  the  centre  or  school  at  which  he  is 
receiving  training,  education  or  rehabili- 
tation." 

Success 

G.  E.  Wilkins,  of  Reading,  was  awarded 
a  special  prize  and  certificate  for  singing  at 
the  last  Trinity  College  of  Music  Festival. 


Civic  Welcome  for  a  St.  Dunstaner 

C.  D.  Parker,  of  Grantham,  and  Mrs. 
Parker  were  officially  welcomed  into  their 
first  home  on  February  28th  by  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation,  when  they  became  the 
tenants  of  the  first  of  one  hundred  tem- 
porary prefabricated  bungalows  to  be 
completed  there.  Our  St.  Dunstaner  was 
blinded  in  Italy  in  1944,  and  married  seven 
months  afterwards.  He  is  now  a  lathe 
operator. 

Ship's   Gift  to   St.   Dunstan's 

When  H.M.S.  Penelope  was  torpedoed 
during  the  war  her  survivors  were  picked 
up  by  another  ship,  L.S.T.  165.  As  an 
expression  of  their  gratitude  they  con- 
tributed towards  a  radiogram  for  the  ship's 
company,  and  an  inscribed  brass  tablet  on 
the  radiogram  recorded  this  gift.  Now 
L.S.T.  165  has  been  paid  off  and  at  her 
company's  wish  the  radiogram  has  been 
presented  to  St.  Dunstan's. 

Physiotherapy 

Our  warmest  congratulations  to  the 
following,  v/ho  have  successfully  passed 
their  Finals  in  Physiotherapy  : 

J.  W.  Delaney,  M.  Delaney,  E.  R. 
Ettridge,  J.  Legge,  B.  Purcell,  Barbara  Bell 
and  Mary  Wright. 

Advanced    Braille    Reading   Test 

Congratulations  to  F.  C.  Fleetwood  and 
G.  E.  Crook,  both  of  Heme  Bay,  who  passed 
their  Advanced  Braille  Reading  Test  in 
February,  thereby  qualifying  for  the  special 
prize  of  £3. 

National  Egg  Laying  Trials 

Fourth  Period,  31st  December,  1945,  to 
27th  January,  1946 


siti 

on         Name 

Test  Score 

1 

C.  Mcintosh  ...          ... 

..     251 

2 
3 

A.  H.  Capper 
D.  McLaren  ... 

..  234 
..     225 

4 
5 

J.  Campbell   ... 
W.  A.  Smith 

..  201 
..     195 

6 

7 

G.  C.  Jackson 

A.  Jarvis        

..  193 
..     190 

8 

A.  Chaffin      

..     189 

9 

T.  M.  Fisher 

..     164 

10 
11 

T.  Gregory 

G.  Powell      

..  150 
..     142 

12 

M.  W.  Brown 
Average   per   bird,    34.40 

..       81 
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Mrs.  Paul 

St.  Dunstaners  will  be  interested  to  hear 
that  Mrs.  M.  Paul,  Welfare  Superintendent 
for  the  South,  married  recently,  and  will  be 
leaving  St.  Dunstan's  within  the  next  month. 

Mrs.  Paul  came  to  us  in  January,  1921, 
and  has  over  the  years  acquired  a  full  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  men  under  her 
care,  and  her  kind  and  friendly  advice  will 
be  missed  by  us  all. 

Mrs.  Edgar  Self  (as  she  now  is)  will  take 
with  her  our  very  best  wishes  for  her  future 
happiness  and  our  thanks  for  the  friendly 
service  she  has,  at  all  times,  given. 

Commander  Smyth  will  look  after  the 
interests  of  St.  Dunstaners  in  the  South, 
and  correspondence  should,  from  the  end 
of  the  month  and  for  the  time  being,  be 
sent  to  him. 

Social  Visitors 

Miss  E.  Lewis  has  taken  over  the  duties 
of  Social  Visitor  for  Wales,  Cheshire, 
Shropshire,  Herefordshire  and  Monmouth- 
shire, and  Miss  E.  M.  Stevens  now  covers 
Oxfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Berkshire, 
Hampshire,  and  West  Surrey. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  upon 
their  silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Reddish,  Brighton, 
November  3rd ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hard- 
ing, Finsbury  Park,  March  27th  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Robertson,  Liverpool,  January 
30th ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bruce,  Hunting- 
don, February  21st. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

On  July  28th,  Nancy  Hargreaves  (Clay- 
ton-le-Moors)  to   Corporal  J.   Briggs. 

On  November  24th,  Joan  Patricia  Fallow- 
field  (Southwick)  to  L.A.C.  George 
Armitage. 

On  November  13th,  John  Arthur  Smith, 
R.N.  (Nottingham)  to  Maureen  Patricia 
Hegarty,  of  Northern  Ireland. 

On  November  10th,  L.A.C. W.  Aimee 
Girling  (Southampton)  to  A.C.  W.  Eric 
Samuda. 

On  November  10th,  Frances  Massey 
(Reading)  to  Leading  Air  Mechanic  Kenneth 
Ernest  Pope,  Fleet  Air  Arm. 

Margaret  Ann  Ball  (Pontrhydyfen),  on 
December    22nd,    to    Mr.    Leslie    Miles. 

Nancy  Gilpin  (Thorverton),  on  Septem- 
ber 8th,  to  Mr.  William  A.  Maguire. 


Brighton  Notes 

Those  St.  Dunstaners  who  were  at  West 
House  when  Mrs.  Sutcliffe  retired  from  the 
Matronship,  and  subscribed  towards  a 
present,  will  be  interested  to  know  that  a 
silver-plated  hot-dish  has  been  sent  to  her 
with  our  best  wishes  for  her  future  happi- 
ness. G.  H.  Paul,  Commandant. 

St.  Valentine's  Dance 

The  dance  given  on  the  night  of  St. 
Valentine's  Day,  at  West  House,  was  a 
huge  success.  Graced  by  Matron  Ouseley, 
fully  recovered  from  her  illness,  Mrs.  Paul, 
wife  of  the  Commandant,  and  under  the 
paternal  eye  of  Commander  Paul  himself, 
the  show  went  with  a  bang  from  start  to 
finish.  Carefully  arranged  by  Quarter- 
master Evans,  events  linked  in  perfection, 
and  under  the  ready  and  able  guidance  of 
Orderly  Webster,  a  first-class  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  everything  worked  smoothly. 

The  lounge  was  packed  with  St.  Dun- 
staners and  friends.  Old  favourite  games  were 
indulged  in — passing  the  buck,  novelty 
card  dance,  and  others.  "  Tiny  "  North- 
cott  was  a  sparkling  riot  of  fund ;  every 
inch  of  his  six-feet  four  was  a  streak  of 
animated  hilarity.  Billy  Trott,  in  the  garb 
of  a  V.A.D. — in  which  he  looked  beautifully 
stream-lined,  achieved  some  remarkably 
speedy  cures  with  his  "  resurrection  bitters," 
supplemented  with  a  kiss,  while  Orderly 
Mitchell  added  tunefully  to  the  gaiety  of 
the  band  with  his  melodious  voice. 

Midway,  refreshments  were  served,  or 
rather,  should  I  say  the  "  perambulating 
cafe  "  opened.  Drinks,  ices,  cakes,  coffee, 
were  liberally  served.  At  the  close,  hands 
were  linked  and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  was 
voiced,  with  a  grand  finale  of  God  Save  the 
King.  And  so  to  bed,  with  everybody  happy 
and  pleasantly  tired. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  sisters  and 
orderlies  for  their  indefatigable  efforts  to 
make  the  show  such  a  success. 

To  all  St.  Dunstaners,  old  and  new,  and 
particularly  to  the  Old  'Uns,  I'd  say,  if  I 
might  pirate  an  apt  title  :  "  If  you  wish  to 
enjoy  a  rest  and  recapture  some  of  your 
receding  vim,  '  Go  south,  old  man.'  ' 

"  AUTOLYCUS." 
•  •  • 

Brighton  Town  Council  has  decided  to 
reinstate  Volks'  Electric  Railway,  which, 
since  1883,  has  carried  25  million  passengers 
from  the  Palace  Pier  to  Black  Rock. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 

Just  as  we  go  to  press  comes  some  grand 
massage  news.  All  fourteen  students  have 
passed  their  examinations;  seven  are  through 
their  finals,  four  with  credit  in  General 
Massage  ;  the  remaining  nine  are  passed  in 
Electrical,  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Heartiest  congratulations  to  all — and  more 
jewels  in  the  already  sparkling  crown  earned 
by  Jock  Steel. 

One  high-light  in  this  month's  news  here 
is  a  jolly  surprise  from  the  Australian  Red 
Cross  :  nothing  less  than  a  lucky  parcel 
for  each  trainee,  containing  either  a 
cardigan,  or  socks  and  bedroom  slippers, 
etc.  Without  doubt  distance  does  not 
cool  warm-heartedness  ;  a  very  big  thank 
you  to  you,  Aussies,  from  everyone. 

Another  happy  event  was  the  party  given 
by  Mrs.  Dalgleish  and  her  Canteen  Staff. 
Fancy  inviting  400  guests  to  dancing 
(K. S.L.I,  and  St.  Dunstan's  bands),  heaps 
of  "  super  "  food,  beer  and  spot  prizes  for 
lucky  numbers  :  and  all  on  the  top  of  the 
usual  active  day!  Unanimously  pro- 
nounced a  top-hole  success,  thanks  to 
kindly  organisers. 

We  have  been  much  interested  in  a  sample 
of  the  "  Picht  "  braille  machine,  a  German 
invention,  by  which  one's  braille  can  be  read 
(without  removing  the  sheet),  just  as  a 
sighted  typist  can  at  any  moment  read  and 
check  what  has  been  written,  for  the  dots 
are  on  the  top  of  the  paper.  The  lines  are 
quite  close,  only  one  side  of  the  paper  being 
used,  and  erasures  are  easy  to  make  :  the 
keys  are  arranged  like  a  shorthand  machine 
and  it  is  not  too  cumbersome.  For  some 
work — not  books — it  should  be  popular. 

Before  listing  gaieties,  mention  must  be 
made  of  one  of  many  behind-the-scenes 
friends,  Mr.  Myatt,  of  Birmingham,  who 
frequently  supplies  coaches  to  bring  artistes 
from  Birmingham  (50  miles)  ;  it  is  one  of 
many  kind  services  freely  offered  to  make 
our  weekly  series  of  treats  possible — tokens 
of  friendship  greatly  appreciated. 

Our  good  Toe  H  friends  at  Shrewsbury 
continue  their  regular  dance  invitations  to 
Morris  Hall,  Shrewsbury,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wolverhampton  Toe  H — always 
popular  events. 

Next  day,  at  the  Wolverhampton  Hippo- 
drome, our  old  friend,  Charlie  Kunz,  gave 
a  special  extra  fifteen  'minutes  of  request 
items  from  the  St.  Dunstan's  guests 
present,    in    their    honour.     Like    royalty! 


Another  Wolverhampton  invitation  was  to 
Hippodrome  Variety,  Eric  Winstone  and 
Band,  Peter  Brough,  and  Low  and  Webster, 
followed  by  high  tea  at  Reynolds.  No 
austerity  there  !  This  Company  also  volun- 
teered to  entertain  us  at  the  Centre  on 
February  22nd ;  and  two  days  later  the 
"Dick  Whittingtori"  Panto  cast  from  the 
Alexander  Theatre,  Birmingham,  including 
Connor  and  Drake,  Tommy  Fields,  etc., 
were  welcomed. 

For  the  W.L.A.  Dance  at  Bourton,  near 
Much  Wenlock,  the  St.  Dunstan's  drums 
were  taken  over  for  our  "  Jerry  "  to  assist 
the  band  there,  with  Peter  Spence  at  the 
piano. 

The  Young  Conservative  Association  at 
Much  Wenlock  were  new  and  very  happy 
hosts  ;  their  young  band  was  assisted  by 
our  Mrs.  Hamilton  at  the  piano.  And 
such  food !  These  young  folk  know  what 
makes  a  jolly  evening. 

Another  evening  the  Croft  Hermits 
Repertory  Company  brought  an  old  fav- 
ourite, "  The  First  Mrs.  Fraser."  What- 
ever attractions  we  may  find  after  moving 
to  Brighton  nothing  can  exceed  the  friend- 
liness we  have  experienced  from  Salopians. 

There  have  been  other  dance  invitations 
from  the  British  Legion  at  Dorrington  and 
the  A.T.S.  at  Condover ;  while  visiting 
bands  have  included  the  K.S.L.I.  and  the 
Sankey  Castle  Works  Band  from  Welling- 
ton. 

Shawbury  R.A.F.  Civilian  Maintenance 
Unit  invited  thirty  trainess  to  a  Social 
Evening,  including  cribbage,  dominoes, 
darts  and  sing-song.  St.  Dunstan's  won 
all  the  competitions.     A  happy  evening. 

Eleven  new  trainees  have  arrived,  besides 
Alan  Reynolds,  back  for  a  short  course  in 
telephony,  and  two  more  Poles,  who  can 
converse  in  English. 

Among  the  twenty  leaving  us  :  J. 
Bollenback  and  J.  Reid  await  repatriation 
to  Canada  ;  telephonists  J.  Laffey  to  Messrs. 
John  Mallets,  Ltd.,  Bradford,  and  L. 
Robinson  to  Messrs.  C.  F.  Middleton  and 
Co.,  73  Basinghall  Street ;  J.  Barlow  for  a 
month's  training  in  dog-breeding  at  Ofware 
Kennels,  Ickenham,  Middlesex ;  W.  Wat- 
kinson  on  an  inspection  job  at  Leylands. 
Among  those  trained  for  assembly :  H. 
Hindley  goes  to  Blackburn  Aircraft, 
Brough  ;  D.  Beddoes  to  Messrs.  J.  J.  Lucas, 
Birmingham ;  R.  Goodhead  to  Messrs. 
Chesterman's,     Ltd.,     Sheffield,     for    rule 


ST.   DUNSTAN'S  REVIEW" 


assembly,  and  J.  Slee  to  Messrs.  Ellison  and 
Sons,  Perry  Barr,  Birmingham,  and  A. 
Serdet  to  Stanley  Engineering,  Ltd.,  Egham. 
Les  Fensome  and  F.  Bennett  are  trained 
and  await  settlement.  To  capstan  lathe 
jobs  :  A.  Rayner  to  Messrs.  H.  T.  A.,  Ltd., 
Dowlais,  Glam.  ;  G.  Waterworth  to 
Coventry  Repetition  ;  R.  Coupland,  trained 
and  awaiting  settlement.  J.  Banks  is 
trained  for  plastic  press.  May  each  be 
happy  in  his  new  life. 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — L.  Constable,  M.  Tibinski, 
Z.  Stepek,  M.  Laeston,  A.  Osbourne,  S. 
Bogivicavic,  T.  O'Reilly,  R.  Craddock, 
J.  Solowieck,  T.  Taylor,  G.  Shed,  J.  H. 
Dalton. 

Braille  Interline  Reading. — M.  Mac- 
Laren,  G.  Brooks,  A.  Finney,  F.  Howe, 
F.  Mandy. 

Braille  Interpoint  Reading.  —  J. 
M'Ginnis,  Gordon  Smith,  R.  Slade,  C. 
Williamson. 

Braille  Writing.— J.  Shonfield,  C. 
Williams,  D.  Jennings,  R.  Llolmes,  J. 
M'Ginnis,  J.  Lynch,  D.  M'Goohan,  T. 
Terrell,  P.  Paddick,  T.  Tatchell,  A.  Milne, 
F.  White,  J.  Kirby. 

Ex- Servicemen's  Hansard 

(from  Our  Parliamentary  Correspondent) 
The  most  important  event  in  Parliament 
during  the  month  affecting  ex-Servicemen 
was  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
February  7th  on  training  for  civilian 
employment. 

It  was  raised  by  Flight-Lieutenant  Beswick 
(Uxbridge,  Lab.),  who  said  that,  while  they 
were  in  the  Forces,  men  felt  they  would  be 
welcomed  back  into  civil  life  with  open 
arms,  but  a  good  many  of  them  had  been 
largely  disillusioned  since  returning.  They 
had  gone  to  resettlement  bureaux  and 
inquired  about  the  possibility  of  vocational 
training,  but  were  disappointed,  if  not 
disillusioned,  when  it  came  to  the  hard  fact 
of  getting  a  vocational  training  course. 

Mr.  Beswick  urged  that  only  experienced 
people  should  be  used  for  interviewing 
ex-Service  men  when  they  went  to  the 
advice  bureaux,  that  there  should  be  proper 
privacy  for  the  interviewing,  that  the 
appointment  officers  should  have  full 
knowledge  of  the  Government's  policy,  and 
be  capable  of  giving  authoritative  advice, 
and  so  on. 


Mr.  George  Isaacs,  the  Minister  of 
Labour  (Southwark,  N.,  Lab.),  made  a 
detailed  reply  to  these  complaints  and 
suggestions.  He  said  that  the  appointments 
officers  were  fulfilling  their  purposes  even 
beyond  expectation,  and  were  doing  a 
good  job.  The  employers  were  giving  cordial 
co-operation.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
assist  ex-Servicemen  to  find  suitable  work. 
During  1945,  said  Mr.  Isaacs,  the 
appointments  officers  made  21,549  placings, 
and  the  Scientific  and  Technical  Register 
showed  that  the  appointments  service 
placed  8,081  men  in  work — a  total  of 
nearly  30,000. 

Already  in  London  they  were  interviewing 
2,000  applicants  a  week  for  courses  in  the 
special  appointments  training.  Nearly  every 
interviewing  officer  was  an  ex- Serviceman. 
During  one  stage  of  the  National  Insur- 
ance (Industrial  Injuries)  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  Major  Boyd-Carpenter 
(Kingston-upon-Thames,  C),  moved  an 
amendment  to  provide  that  disabilities 
should  in  no  case  be  assessed  higher  than 
similar  disabilities  were  assessed  under  the 
Royal  Warrant  concerning  pensions  for 
members  of  His  Majest's  Forces  for  the 
time  being  in  force. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  after 
Mr.  G.  S.  Lindgren,  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance 
(Wellingborough,  Lab.),  had  stated  that  in 
the  Government's  opinion  there  should  be 
no  favourites  where  men  and  women  were 
concerned.  Every  section  of  the  com- 
munity would  get  justice.  There  was  no 
machinery  for  carrying  out  the  proposal  in 
the  amendment. 

There  is  no  space  to  refer  at  length  here 
to  other  interesting  matters  raised  in 
Parliament  during  the  month,  but  it  is  desir- 
able to  give  wide  circulation  to  the  following 
facts,  which  were  officially  announced  : — 
The  Royal  Warrant  specifically  required 
that  disablement  due  to  war  service  shall 
be  assessed  by  a  comparison  between  the 
disabled  person  and  a  normal  healthy  person 
of  the  same  age,  without  taking  into  account 
earning  capacity  in  any  specific  trade  or 
occupation.  But  provision  is  now  made  in 
certain  cases  for  granting  a  special  allowance 
to  pensioners  whose  disablement  renders 
them  permanently  incapable  of  resuming 
their  regular  occupations  and  of  following 
any  other  occupation  of  equivalent  standard. 
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Reminiscences 
of  a  Hard-of-Hearing  Case 

Before  the  first  world  war,  in  my  seafaring 
days,  I  knew  a  nice  young  chap  who  had 
cultivated  the  reprehensible  habit  of  enlisting 
in  an  army— anybody's  army — when  things 
were  slack  in  the  sea  line  and,  after  allowing 
them  to  fatten  him,  he  would  return  to  his 
old  love  to  see  how  the  other  parts  of  the 
world  had  fared  during  his  absence.  The 
last  time  I  saw  him  he  was  seeking  enrol- 
ment in  Caracas,  Venezuela,  where  a  new 
revolution  was  hotting-up  ;  and  the  rival 
parties  were  recruiting  in  the  same  street. 
He  chose  the  powder-blues  because  he  liked 
the  satiny  sheen  on  their  uniforms,  and  the 
pyjama-ish,  yankee-pankee  stripes  on  them. 
I  never  saw  him  again  after  that.  I  often 
thought  about  him,  though,  as  it  seemed  to 
me  that,  because  of  his  inability  to  speak  or 
understand  the  language,  he  would  be  much 
in  the  same  case  as  a  deaf  and  dumb  man, 
and  would  not  know  whether  to  fire  or  to 
say  his  last  prayer.  I  mention  this  episode 
for  I  find  that  my  deafness  shunts  me  often 
into  embarrassing  incidents.  I  was  once 
mistaken  for  the  late  Syd  Walker  because 
of  my  shortish  Falstafflan  figure  and 
resonant,  booming  voice. 

Again,  we  were  once  waiting  at  a  bus 
stop ;  in  the  road  nearby  a  quivering  figure 
was  yanking  out  cobblestones  with  an  ear- 
drum-splitting pneumatic  drill.  Others 
queueing  with  me  clapped  hands  on  their 
ears,  but  the  snorting  Frankenstein  did  not 
disturb  my  even  tenor,  because  its  roar 
cancelled  out  the  noises  in  my  head  and  I 
heard  better.  But  I  was  the  cynosure  for 
all  the  eyes  around. 

''  You  must  be  as  hard  as  nails,"  com- 
mented my  pal.      "  Have  you  any  nerves  ?  " 

"  Sure,"  I  admitted,  "  but  they  are  in 
ribbons.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  a 
nervous   wreck — not  a   Spartan." 

He  regarded  my  fifteen  stones  weight 
dubiously,  and  then  said  suavely  : 

"  I  hope  I'm  not  trespassing  on  your 
courtesy,  but  who  the  heck  told  you  that  ?  " 

"  It  was  the  man  who  sold  me  a  hearing- 
aid.  He  said  that  the  constant  strain  of 
trying  to  hear  would  undermine  my  health." 

"  That  wasn't  true,"  he  challenged. 

"  Not  quite,  because  I  rarely  try  to  hear. 
What  I  do  instead  is  to  pass  the  inquirer  on 
to   someone   else.     This   is    no    strain   on 


anybody.  That  salesman  shooe'd  me  along 
toward  nervous  disaster  with  another 
remark.  He  said  '  The  diminishing  sphere 
of  frequency  would  exercise  a  smothering 
effect  on  my  spirits,  nerves,  and  activities  !  ' 
I  told  him  that  it  wasn't  because  my  sight 
and  hearing  were  asquint  that  my  spirits 
were  smothered,  but  frustration  in  not  being 
able  to  get  all  I  craved.  He  had  no  gadget 
to  correct  that,  so  I  had  to  be  satisfied  with 
a  tin  ear." 

At  this  juncture  the  bus  slid  into  the  kerb 
and  my  pal  allowed  me  to  go  home. 

To  return  to  the  hearing-aid.  I  carried 
my  prize  home  to  the  late  Matron  Power, 
of  happy  memory.  She  liked  it,  said  it 
suited  the  colour  of  my  fair,  fondled  all  the 
pretty  little  pieces,  and  hinted  that  I  array 
myself  in  my  new  gala  rig  and  be  photo- 
graphed. I  didn't,  but  I  did  try  it  out  at 
a  church  service.  I  went  with  Sister  Berry. 
So  keen  was  I  to  hear  that  parson's  words 
that  I  failed  to  note  what  the  other  wor- 
shippers were  up  to,  and  discovered 
suddenly  that  I  and  the  parson  had  been 
playing  "  peep-bo."  While  I  was  standing 
worshippers  were  sitting,  and  when  they 
stood  the  minister  couldn't  see  me.  And 
the  only  word  I  heard  was  Amen.  I 
thought  ir  about  time,  too. 

That  experience  did  not  discourage  me. 
Back  I  went  to  that  church  on  the  following 
Sunday,  this  time  with  Sister  Morris,  and 
I  was  determined  not  to  be  led  astray.  If  I 
gripped  her  little  finger,  I'd  know  for  sure 
whether  she  was  standing  or  sitting.  Lo, 
the  first  time  she  moved  she  kneeled!  I 
hung  on  to  that  finger.  It  was  my  sheet 
anchor ;  my  sole  hope.  Like  Zaccheus  of 
old,  being  shortish  and  lumbery,  I  couldn't 
manage  the  genuflection.  Oddly,  like 
Zaccheus  again,  I  was  alone  and  up  a  tree, 
and  had  a  good  eyeful  of  the  proceedings. 
Only  when  Sister  Morris  was  on  the  verge 
of  tears  would  I  allow  her  to  have  her 
finger  to  herself.  Then  I  discovered  that 
in  my  excitement  I  had  omitted  to  put  on 
my  tin-ear. 

As  I  said  in  opening  this  article.  Deaf- 
ness does  occasionally  shunt  one  into  some 
queer  mix-ups,  don't  you  think? 

The  last  I  saw  of  my  tin-ear  it  was  forming 
part  of  a  dynamo  on  a  schoolboy's  bike. 

W.E.B. 
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St.    Dunstan's    Bridge    Club 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bridge 
Club  took  place  at  Park  Crescent  on  Satur- 
day, February  23rd.  In  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  President,  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Askew.  There 
was  a  good  number  of  members  present, 
the  North  and  Midlands  being  represented. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  Secre- 
tary's report  was  read.  This  showed  that 
in  all  the  many  and  varied  activities  of  the 
Club,  keen  interest  had  been  shown. 
Every  Saturday  many  members  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  a  pleasant 
afternoon.  The  League  Championship  had 
been  especially  keen.  No  definite  decision 
had  yet  been  reached,  but  a  result  was 
anticipated  very  shortly.  The  report  of 
the  Treasurer  was  equally  encouraging, 
nearly  £20  being  the  amount  of  the  balance 
in  hand.  The  election  of  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  was  then  proceeded  with, 
and  after  discussion  Messrs.  N.  Downs, 
P.  Nuyens  and  R.  Coles  were  re-elected  as 
Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Captain  respect- 
ively. 

The  season's  programme  was  then  con- 
sidered, and  eventually  it  was  agreed  to 
arrange  the  various  fixtures  as  in  previous 
years.  It  was  decided  that  the  subscription 
should  remain  4s.  per  year. 

For  some  years  the  Bridge  Club  had 
donated  a  sum  of  money  to  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Comfort  Fund.  As  this  Fund  was  no 
longer  needed,  the  suggestion  was  made 
that  a  donation  might  be  given  to  the  Fund 
to  buy  watches  for  the  Blind  Deaf.  It  was 
agreed  to  purchase  one  braille  watch, 
£4  12s.  6d.,  and  that  it  should  be  sent  to  a 
blind  deaf  person,  as  a  gift  from  the  Bridge 
Club.  The  chairman,  who  is  Treasurer  of 
this  fund,  thanked  the  members  for  their 
gift. 

The  question  was  raised  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  getting  the  tables  cleaned  and 
repaired.  It  was  felt  that  they  were  in  a 
bad  condition.  The  chairman  said  that  he 
would  be  able  to  do  something  for  the  Club 
in  this  matter,  and  so  the  meeting  wisely 
left  this  matter  in  his  good  hands.  Various 
other  matters  were  discussed ;  one  member 
from  the  Midlands  said  he  hoped  to  arrange 
for  a  team  from  London  to  play  a  match 
with  a  team  in  Birmingham.  It  had  been 
hoped  by  many  that  the  young  St.  Dunstan's 


men  would  avail  themselves  of  a  game  of 
Bridge,  for  all  felt  that  there  is  room  for 
more  St.  Dunstan's  men  to  come  along  and 
join  the  Club. 

During  the  meeting  the  members  passed 
a  very  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  those 
who  had  been  mainly  responsible  for  the 
teas  every  Saturday  ;  Mrs.  George,  Miss 
Davis,  and  Miss  Morrah.  The  Club  greatly 
appreciates  their  splendid  work,  and  in 
addition  to  their  excellent  service  often 
provided  an  excellent  tea  themselves.  And 
so  concluded  another  Annual  Meeting. 
The  chairman  was  warmly  thanked  for  the 
splendid  way  he  had  conducted  the  meeting. 
The  past  year  has  been  a  good  one,  but  I 
feel  sure  it  can  still  go  forward. 

Let  the  New  Year  be  a  real  success. 

R.P.C. 

On  Active  Service 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  of  Edinburgh,  who  have 
been  officially  notified  that  their  son,  Hugh, 
reported  missing  on  February  18th,  1943, 
actually  lost  his  life  on  that  date. 

Our  deep  sympathy  also  'goes  out  to  R. 
Tooth,  of  Brighton,  who  has  recently  been 
informed  that  his  son  died  at  Singapore  on 
February  5th,  1942. 

A  Hymn  for  the  Blind 

Captain  David  Clark,  of  Brighton  has 
sent  us  the  following  hymn,  which  he  has 
composed.  Another  friend  of  St.  Dun- 
stan's, Miss  Catherine  Reeves,  set  it  to 
music,  and  the  hymn  was  broadcast  by  the 
B.B.C.  recently  in  the  series  "  Think  on 
These  Things." 

O  Father,  by  whom  all  was  made, 
And  Man  given  eyes  to  see, 
Grant  Thou  to  all  who  lose  their  sight 
The  fulness  of  Thine  inward  light. 

O  Christ,  who  cam'st  on  earth  to  save, 
To  dwell  with  man  and  heal  his  woes, 
Help  Thou  the  blind,  when  footsteps  stray 
To  know  the  Life,  the  Truth,  the  Way. 

O  Holy  Ghost,  great  Comforter 
Of  all  the  wounded  and  the  weak 
Give  joy  and  peace  to  those  in  need 
In  pleasant  pastures  gently  lead. 

Most  holy,  blessed  Trinity, 
Grant  us,  when  life  on  earth  is  run, 
In  that  clear  realm  that  knows  no  night 
To  find  Thy  boundless  love  and  light. 
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"In  Utendirtjr 


Gunner  Ernest  William  Whitefield,  Royal  Field  Artillery 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  E.  W.  Whitefield,  of  Cardiff. 

During  his  war  service  from  1914  until  1919,  he  was  gassed  in  France,  but  he  did  not  come  to  St. 
Dunstan's  until  January,  1934.  On  account  of  his  poor  health  he  was  not  then  able  to  take  up  training  of 
any  kind. 

After  a  sudden  illness,  he  passed  peacefully  away  on  December  30th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Barry  Cemetery,  and  among  the  many  wreaths  was  one  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
and  his  comrades  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Criddle,  who  looked  after  him  for  so  many 
years. 

Corporal  Frederick  Thomas  Hill,  4th  Gloucestershire  Regiment 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  F.  T.  Hill,  of  Bristol. 

He  came  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  1917 — he  had  served  from  1914 — and  he  trained  as  a  mat-maker  and 
continued  with  this  occupation  until  1945,  when  his  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  cut  down  his  work 
very  considerably. 

For  some  time  he  had  suffered  from  bronchitis,  but  his  death  on  January  23rd  was  very  sudden. 

We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Hill  and  her  family  in  their  sad  loss. 

Rifleman  Henry  James  Morby,  1-2  London  Post  Office  Rifles 
With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  H.  J.  Morby,  who  was  wounded  at  Hill  60  in  1917,  and  came 
to  St.  Dunstan's  shortly  afterwards.  He  was  trained  as  a  netter  and  mat-maker,  but  his  poor  health  prevented 
him  taking  up  these  occupations.  In  1943,  upon  the  death  of  his  mother,  with  whom  he  had  lived,  he  went 
to  Melplash  as  a  "  permanent  case."  He  returned  to  Brighton  when  the  move  was  made  last  year  and  he 
died  there  very  suddenly  on  January  25th. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Brighton  on  January  30th,  and  was  attended  by  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades 
Messrs.  W.  Sheridan,  J.  Hartley,  F.  Allcock,  W.  Spencer,  R.  Young,  H.  Day,  W.  Burnett,  H.  Northcott 
W.  Trott  and  E.  Watt,  and  members  of  the  staff  at  West  House. 

A  wreath  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  and  his  St.  Dunstan's  comrades  was  sent  for  the  funeral. 

Michael  Cleary,  Irish  Fusiliers 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  M.  Cleary,  of  Nenagh,  Tipperary,  one  of  our  oldest  St. 
Dunstaners. 

He  served  during  the  last  war  from  1915  until  1916,  but  it  was  not  until  1929  that  he  really  came  under 
St.  Dunstan's  care.  He  then  did  a  little  mat-making,  but  of  late  years  he  had  led  a  very  quiet  life,  doing  only 
a  little  netting  as  a  hobby.     His  death  occurred  suddenly  on  the  night  of  February  5th. 

Solemn  Requiem  High  Mass  was  said  for  him  at  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Rosary,  and  the  burial 
took  place  on  February  7th.     A  wreath  from  St.  Dunstan's  was  among  the  flowers. 

He  was  a  member  of  a  very  old  family  of  Nenagh,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him 
for  his  quiet,  good-natured  disposition.  His  last  words  were  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  Macauley  and  to 
all  his  friends  at  St.  Dunstan's. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  family  in  their  bereavement. 

Births  Marriage 

Bowerman.— To  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Bower-  Barnes— BarrAclough.— On  March  2nd, 

man,    of  Willesden,    on   February   12th,  Waltef    Barnes>    °f   Bradford,    to    Mrs. 

a  son  Ethel  Barraclough. 

Bright. — On  February  7th,  to  the  wife  of  Deaths 

B.    Bright,    of  Birmingham   (new   war),  Knight.— We  extend  our  deep  sympathy  to 

a  son.  C.  Knight,  of  South  Wigston,  Leicester, 

HiGGS.-On  February  26th,  to  the  wife  of  whose   wife   passed   away   on   February 

E.  G.  Higgs,  of  Wibsey,  Bradford  (new  2Uth'              •        *        • 

war),  a  daughter.  Those   St.    Dunstaners    who    remember 

McCartney.— On  February  22nd,  to  the  Mrs.  Wilkinson  at  the  Musical  Department, 

wife  of  H.  McCartney,  of  Belfast  (new  Paddington  Street,  will  regret  to  hear    of 

war),  a  son.  her  death  in  February. 

Watkinson.— On   February   22nd,   to   the  Her  son,  Tom,  an  ex-serviceman  of  the 

wife  of  Larry  Watkinson,  of  Hull  (new  last  war  who  re-enlisted  in  the  Navy,  was 

war),  a  daughter.  reported  missing  in  January,  1943. 
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CHAIRMAN'S   NOTES 

OUR  ship  was  delayed  and  so  Lady  Fraser  and  I  flew  back  from  South  Africa  in  order 
to  take  up  again  without  undue  delay  our  many  duties  in  connection  with  St. 
Dunstan's,  Parliament,  and  business  affairs.  I  am  glad  to  say  we  arrived  in  time 
for  Lady  Fraser  to  attend  the  first  of  our  post-war  After-Care  Reunions  at  Guildford  and 
for  us  both  to  go  to  the  big  reunion  at  Brighton.  I  am  very  sorry  we  could  not  go  to 
Hastings,  and  there  are,  I  fear,  a  good  many  reunions  that  will  take  place  during  the  summer 
months  which  we  shall  not  be  able  to  attend,  for  apart  from  anything  else,  my  duties  at 
St.  Dunstan's  Headquarters,  dealing  with  matters  of  policy,  and  attendance  in  Parliament 
must  necessarily  keep  me  in  London. 

The  revival  of  After-Care  Reunions  is  a  sign  that  our  own  little  world — like  the  big 
world  outside  it — is  coming  back  to  normal.  I  have  always  attached  very  great  importance 
to  these  meetings,  for  they  bring  St.  Dunstan's  staff  into  contact  with  St.  Dunstaners  and 
vice  versa,  and  they  offer  an  opportunity  for  St.  Dunstaners  to  meet  each  other.  Thev 
have  always  been  and  are,  and  will  be  in  the  future,  an  important  part  of  St.  Dunstan's 
machinery  for  keeping  in  touch  with  its  men's  views  and  maintaining  what  I  may  call  t  ; 
family  connection. 

I  do  not  think  I  was  claiming  too  much  when  I  said  in  my  speech  to  the  meeting  it 
Brighton  that  St.  Dunstaners  and  St.  Dunstan's  itself  had  carried  on  in  a  remarkable  w  ty 
during  the  war  years.  Our  men  and  their  families  had  faced  the  difficulties  and  deprivatio  is, 
the  dangers  and  the  anxieties  of  six  years  of  war  with  fortitude,  and  St.  Dunstan'  s  itself, 
with  its  splendid  staff  at  Headquarters,  at  Church  Stretton  and  other  establishments  ii 
the  provinces  and  countryside,  had  maintained  a  remarkable  service.  Pressure  we  h  1 1 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  our  own  financial  arrangements  h  I 
materially  increased  the  incomes  of  a  substantial  number  of  our  men,  and  the  work  we  h  ; 
been  able  to  provide,  though  diminished  by  war,  has  been  considerable. 

I  was  particularly  glad  at  this,  the  first  of  our  big  reunions,  to  welcome  St.  Dun 
of  the  younger  generation,  and  I  was  very  gratified  when  a  great  cheer  went  up 
statement  that  old  and  young  alike  must  work  together  for  one  public  opinion,  ^ne  1 
and  one  esprit  de  corps  amongst  the  men  of  1914  and  1939. 

T-^was   asked  a  question  whether  the   Government  would  take   St.   Dunstan'^ 

I  said  I  did  not  think  so,  for  we  were  not  part  of  the  Health  Service.     My  own  vie\e 

it  would  be  a  tragedy  if  an  organisation,  with  its  unique  mission  so  well  carried  out 

LJ6, 3tfdre  to  be  merged  into  some  general  social  service,  or,  worse  still,  into  a  gove 

department.     The  success  of  St.  Dunstan's  has  depended  very  largely  upon  its  indivit 
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personal  contact,  elasticity  and  freedom  from  red  tape.  The  meeting  seemed  to  agree  with 
me  overwhelmingly  when  I  said  that  if  any  such  attempt  was  made  I  felt  sure  that  three 
thousand  St.  Dunstan's  families  of  both  wars,  and  a  million  members  of  the  British  Legion, 
would  help  us  to  resist  any  attack  upon  our  freedom  and  our  independence. 

Riding  in  the  Basuto  Mountains 

Our  visit  to  South  Africa  was  chiefly  in  connection  with  family  business  affairs,  but  while 
in  Basutoland  we  took  a  week  away  from  Board  Meetings  and  discussions  to  go  for  a  riding 
trip  up  into  the  mountains,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Nolan,  the  deputy  chairman  of  our  Company, 
and  his  wife.  We  set  off  with  twenty  ponies  and  six  Basuto  horsemen  under  a  head  boy. 
The  Basuto  Nation,  unlike  many  others  in  South  Africa,  breeds  and  trains  horses,  and  a 
certain  number  of  these  are  very  good,  sturdy  animals,  extremely  sure-footed.  The  ponies 
we  were  riding  kept  on  the  mountain  paths,  but  the  pack-ponies  and  the  spare  ponies  would 
wander  off  to  find  a  bit  of  feed,  or  to  stop  to  drink,  and  would  climb  from  rock  to  rock 
in  the  most  precipitous  places  like  mountain  goats.  We  would  go  in  single  file  and  my 
wife,  in  her  anxiety,  would  shout  to  me  to  go  a  bit  left  or  a  bit  right  to  keep  on  a  narrow 
winding  track  up  the  side  of  a  mountain  as  steep  as  the  side  of  a  house,  until  Mr.  Nolan, 
with  a  gigantic  voice  and  magnificent  authority,  would  order  her  to  be  quiet  lest  I  should 
obey  her  instructions  and  guide  the  pony  this  way  or  that.  I  might  guide  him  too  much 
and  over  a  hundred  foot  precipice  we  would  go.  The  only  thing  to  do  was  to  leave  it  to 
the  pony  ;  he  knew  when  to  turn,  he  would  take  me  safely — and  he  did. 

We  arrived,  after  five  hours'  riding,  to  find  a  camp  of  many  tents  in  a  beautiful  grass 
field  with  a  mountain  stream  running  by.  That  night  we  slept  with  three  blankets  below 
us  and  five  or  six  around  and  I  was  still  cold  until  I  got  up  and  put  on  some  of  my  clothes. 

Next  morning  we  were  away  early  and  rode  for  three  hours  over  the  same  mountain 
country.  There  are  no  trees  and  no  wild  animals  here,  only  grass  and  an  occasional  bush ; 
wheat  and  vegetables,  cattle  and  sheep.  Even  maize,  or  mealies  as  the  maize  plant  is  called 
in  South  Africa,  does  not  grow  up  here  and  this  staple  food  of  the  native  has  to  be  brought 
up  from  the  Lowlands  by  men  or  animals.  After  a  break  for  lunch,  when  I  ate  eggs  and 
cold  ham — more  than  a  week's  rations — and  was  still  hungry,  we  rode  for  two  hours  to 
Simonkong,  one  of  the  most  remote  and  lonely  of  Fraser's  Trading  Stations,  where  we  were 
to  stay  the  night.  This  little  group  of  people  come  down  to  the  Flats  on  ponies  (for  there 
is  no  other  way)  three  or  four  times  a  year.  They  are  visited  occasionally  by  the  inspector 
or  the  auditor,  or  a  traveller,  but  they  lead  very  lonely  lives.  There  is  a  wind-motor  which 
makes  electricity  for  the  wireless,  there  is  a  wind-pump  for  water,  and  they  have  a  good 
house,  a  kitchen  stove  and  even  a  three-quarter  length  iron  bath.  The  house  and  the  Store 
and  its  adjacent  buildings  are  of  local  ironstone,  well  built  by  native  labour,  but  many  tons 
of  furniture  and  equipment  and  stock,  including  the  windmill  itself  and  the  bath,  have  been 
brought  up  the  mountainside  by  donkeys  and  ponies  and  oxen. 

We  slept  a  night  at  Simonkong  and  the  next  day  rode  a  few  hours  to  the  Malutsyane 
Waterfall.  We  got  off  our  ponies  and  I  crawled  on  my  stomach  to  the  edge  of  a  gigantic 
crack  in  the  earth's  surface.  The  volume  of  water  coming  over  this  fall  is  disappointingly 
small,  but  it  drops  into  a  turbulent  pool  630  feet  below  and  this  is  the  second  highest  waterfall 
in  the  world. 

We  came  back  to  the  roadhead  the  way  we  had  gone.  We  had  ridden  one  hundred 
miles  in  five  days.  The  Inspectors  of  Fraser's  Stations  would  have  made  the  same  journey 
in  two  days,  cutting  out  the  visit  to  the  Falls.  Mr.  Nolan  frequently  rides  great  distances 
in  the  mountains  to  see  the  country,  judge  the  crops  and  their  prospects,  and  he  is  fifteen 
years  older  than  I  am.  But  to  my  wife,  and  me,  who  have  been  leading  a  sedentary  life  in 
a  war-stricken  country,  and  have  not  had  more  than  a  couple  of  dozen  rides  in  five  years, 
it  seemed  a  great  expedition  and  perhaps  what  pleased  us  most,  being  middle-aged  and 
soft-skinned  in  the  relevant  parts  of  the  body,  was  that  we  were  hardly  sore  and  only  a 
little  stiff. 

(The  Flight  Home 

The  following  impressions  which  I  jotted  down  after  our  arrival  with  regard  to  the 
flight  home  from  Johannesburg  to  England  may  be  of  interest : — 
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It  was  a  hard  journey,  but  a  remarkable  one.  We  left  Johannesburg  aerodrome  at 
5  a.m.  on  Saturday  morning,  and  after  flying  for  nine  hours,  slept  the  night  at  Nairobi. 
While  in  Nairobi  I  made  contact  with  an  institution  run  by  the  Salvation  Army,  where  there 
are  a  number  of  blinded  African  soldiers,  to  enquire  about  their  welfare.  We  left  Nairobi 
the  next  morning  at  six,  and  had  lunch  with  the  Governor  General  of  the  Sudan  at  Khartoum, 
flying  on  immediately  afterwards  to  Cairo,  where  we  bought  half  a  dozen  oranges  and 
bananas  and  had  six  hours'  sleep.  We  left  Cairo  at  one  in  the  morning,  touched  down  at 
Pastea  Benito,  in  North  Africa,  to  re-fuel,  and  arrived  at  Hum  Airport,  near  Bournemouth, 
at  five  o'clock  on  Easter  Monday.  Over  6,500  miles  in  two  and  a  half  days,  with  just  under 
thirty  hours'  flying  time.  We  were  in  one  of  the  York  planes,  the  transport  version  of  the 
famous  Lancaster.  For  middle-aged  people  this  is  a  very  hard  trip,  but  without  doubt, 
during  the  next  year  or  two  they  will  put  bigger  planes  on  the  job  and  passengers  will  be 
able  to  sleep.     Then,  no  doubt,  the  trip  will  become  a  twenty-four  hour  run,  all  in. 

Not  much  could  be  seen  from  the  aeroplane,  for  we  flew  very  high  to  avoid  bumps, 
and  over  Africa  there  are,  in  any  event,  only  hundreds  of  miles  of  jungle  and  desert.  But 
over  the  Cherbourg  peninsula,  it  was  possible  to  see  some  of  the  damage  caused  by  the 
fighting  which  followed  D-Day.  It  was  a  thrill  and  pleasure  to  touch  down  again  in  England 
on  such  a  beautiful  Spring  day  and  smell  the  sweet  fresh  air,  so  different  from  the  desert. 
Even  South  Africa  is  a  country  where — save  on  the  coast — there  is  generally  a  smell  of  dust. 

IAN  ERASER. 


Reunions  Again 

GUILDFORD,   HASTINGS  and  BRIGHTON 

There  was  a  very  happy  meeting  of  St. 
Dunstaners  at  Guildford,  on  May  2nd,  when 
the  first  post-war  Reunion  was  held  at 
Ayers'  Restaurant. 

Lady  Fraser  received  the  guests,  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  Ian.  Commander  Smyth 
and  a  number  of  other  officials  were  there 
from  London,  with  Miss  E.  M.  Stevens, 
Social  Visitor  for  the  district,  who  was 
attending  her  first  Reunion.  Also  present 
were  Mr.  Tom  Perry,  Chairman  of  the 
Guildford  Branch  of  the  British  Legion, 
and  such  old  friends  as  Miss  Bamberger, 
Mrs.  Giorgi,  and  Miss  Hensley,  and  Miss 
Frances  Lloyd. 

Then  it  was  the  turn  of  Hastings,  and 
there  were  merry  scenes  when  some  twenty 
St.  Dunstaners,  with  their  escorts,  arrived 
for  lunch  at  Addison's  Cafe,  St.  Leonards, 
on  May  8th. 

Commander  Smyth  presided,  and  attend- 
ing her  first  Reunion  too  was  Miss  M.  T.  H. 
Jones,  Social  Visitor.  Again  one  of  the 
pleasures  of  the  afternoon  was  in  meeting 
old  friends.  Miss  Rays  on  was  there  ;  so 
was  Miss  Gough,  who  happened  to  be  on 
holiday  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  Mrs. 
Hake,  the  two  Miss  Bretts,  Sister  Innes,  and 
Mr.  West,  formerly  an  orderly  on  our  staff. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  Brighton 
Reunion,  on  May  10th,  was  the  highlight 
of  an  eventful  week.  More  than  one 
hundred  St.  Dunstaners  of  both  wars,  with 
their  escorts,  filled  the  Royal  Pavilion  almost 


to  overflowing,  where  Lady  (Arthur) 
Pearson,  d.b.e.,  President  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
waited  with  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  to 
receive  the  guests. 

It  was  indeed  a  Grand  Reunion  of  many 
old  friends.  Matron  Pain  was  there  once 
again  to  welcome  her  Brighton  "  boys  "  ; 
so  was  Miss  Morris,  now  attached  to  West 
House.  Matron  Ouseley,  Commander 
Paul,  and  Air  Commodore  Dacre  were 
present,  meeting  old  friends  and  making 
many  new  ones.  When  Commander  Smyth 
had  read  out  the  names  of  all  St.  Dunstaners 
present,  Sir  Ian  introduced  the  many  friends 
of  St.  Dunstan's  who  were  there  that 
afternoon,  and  continuous  applause  fol- 
lowed as  name  after  name  was  read  out. 
To  mention  only  a  few — Miss  Hesketh 
Jones,  Social  Visitor,  Miss  Bamberger, 
Mrs.  Giorgi,  Miss  Frances  Lloyd,  Mrs. 
Hardy,  Mrs.  Kirkwood,  Mrs.  Hughes, 
Miss  Jacob,  Miss  Morley,  Miss  Rayson, 
Miss  Spear,  Miss  Cecil  Wood,  Miss 
Whittome,  Canon  James,  and,  to  a  welcome 
which  was  especially  warm,  Mr.  Ottaway. 

More  Reunions 

Since    the    announcement    of    Reunions 
last   month,    the   following   meetings  have 
also  been  arranged  : — 
May  21 — Bournemouth. 

„      28— Cardiff. 
June  20 — Oxford. 

27 — Winchester. 
Aug.  13 — Leeds. 
M      14—  Sheffield. 
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Church  Stretton  Notes 
Red  Cross  Collections 

Since  June,  1945,  £321  19s.  9d.  has  been 
collected  in  the  Penny  a  Week  Fund,  and 
£98    8s.    Id.    for   the    Shropshire    Branch, 
making  a  total  of  £420  7s.  lOd. 
*        •        • 

We  have  now  come  to  the  "  parting  of 
the  ways  "  and  some  of  us  will  start  the 
new  term  at  Ovingdean  while  some  remain 
at  Church  Stretton.  The  St.  Dunstan's 
"  Fol  de  Rols  "  gave  a  splendid  show  for 
the  end  of  term  concert.  Three  perform- 
ances were  given  to  very  enthusiastic 
audiences.  We  were  glad  to  have  Beryl, 
Gwennie,  Violet,  and  David  Bell  to  sing 
and  play  to  us  again.  It  was  a  happy 
thought  to  have  the  sketches  of  the  three 
girls  on  the  souvenir  programme.  A  great 
deal  of  hard  work  was  needed  for  such  an 
excellent  production,  which  was  a  pleasing 
mixture  of  old  and  new. 

At  the  concert  the  Commandant,  Air 
Commodore  G.  B.  Dacre,  was  presented  by 
the  trainees  with  a  tray,  made  in  the  carpentry 
shop,  in  which  had  been  incorporated  the 
autographs  of  some  seventy  theatrical  artists 
who  from  time  to  time  had  visited  Church 
Stretton    and    entertained  us. 

After  the  concert  the  canteen  staff  pro- 
vided a  supper  for  about  eighty  performers 
and  staff.  This  was  the  occasion  for  the 
presentation  of  gifts  from  the  "  boys  "  to 
Mr.  Bampton.  These  included  a  handsome 
pigskin  zip-bag  and  an  autographed  cigar- 
ette box.  -Mr.  Bampton  expressed  his 
pleasure  in  receiving  the  gifts  and  his  great 
regret  that  his  work  at  Church  Stretton  had 
come  to  an  end.  Matron  Pain  was  then 
presented  with  the  original  photographs 
contained  in  the  souvenir  programme,  for 
which  she  made  a  charming  little  speech 
of  thanks. 

We  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  say  "  goodbye  and  thank  you  "  to  Claude 
Bampton,  Joe  Viner,  Edgar  Harrison,  Jack 
Bull,  Miss  Jones,  Mrs.  Bergstrom  and  Joan 
Walch. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th,  an  excellent  Tea 
Dance  was  held  at  the  Centre.  Music  was 
provided  by  Billy  Forrest's  Band  from 
Birmingham.  Philip  Garston-Jones,  from 
the  B.B.C.  (Birmingham),  brought  the 
following  artists  for  a  cabaret  show,  which 
was  much  enjoyed :  Ethel  Williams, 
soprano,  Dick  Lawder,  comedian,  and  Bill 
Scrivener,  accordionist. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  dance,  Mrs. 
Dalgleish  wheeled  into  the  hall  an  enormous 
iced  cake,  cleverly  decorated  with  St. 
Dunstan's  badges,  a  staff  badge,  and  little 
St.  Dunstan's  flags.  The  chefs  from  all  the 
houses  had  clubbed  together  to  make  the 
cake,  which  was  cut  by  Matron  Pain,  and 
everyone  present  had  a  slice. 

We  wish  good  luck  to  those  who  have 
finished  their  training,  and  we  hope  that 
those  who  are  going  to  Ovingdean  will 
soon  settle  down  and  enjoy  their  new 
surroundings  by  the  sea,  while  the  "  rear- 
guard "  hopes  to  link  up  with  the  "  advance- 
guard  "  for  a  happy  conclusion  to  "  Opera- 
tion Seaside." 

The  following  are  congratulated  on 
passing  tests  in  April : — 

Braille  Interpoint. — J.  Harris. 

Braille  Writing. — M.  MacLaren,  R.  C. 
Jones,  E.  King,  J.  Mudge,  N.  Hopkins. 

Braille  Interline.— E.  Ashby,  W.  Moon, 
Z.  Stepek,  W.  Veness,  R.  Gadsby,  F. 
Collingwood,  T.  Taylor,  D.  Bridges,  P. 
Stubbs,  D.  Lorenz  and  H.  Hocking. 

Typing. — C.  Shallcross,  J.  Proctor,  D. 
McCarthy,  T.  Chappell,  H.  Pollitt,  G. 
Bickley,  G.  Bilcliff,  P.  Owens,  J.  Beattie, 
G.  Brereton. 

Young  St.  Dunstaners 
Marriages 

Eileen  Ada  Rowe  (Burslem),  on  Septem- 
ber 8th,  to  George  Barnard  Shaw. 

Cecilia  Murphy  (Glasgow),  on  November 
23rd,  to  Samuel  Cooper. 

Bridie  Crowley  (Southall),  to  Mr.  A. 
Wilson,  at  Hayes  Catholic  Church. 

Jack  Featherstone  (North  Ferriby), 
returned  prisoner  of  war,  on  November 
30th,  to  Miss  P.  M.  Owston. 

Elsie  May  Belcher  (Hampton),  on  Novem- 
ber 24th,  to  Fit.  Lieut.  Thomas  Dimond. 

L.A.C.  E.  A.  Stevenson  (Brighton),  on 
November  24th,  to  L.A.C.W.  May  Allcott. 

Gwen  Maclean  (Brimpton),  on  January 
10th,  to  Mr.  Frank  Barham. 

Advanced    Braille   Reading   Test 

Congratulations  to  the  following,  who 
have  recently  passed  their  Advanced  Braille 
Reading  Test,  and  have  been  sent  the  special 
prize  of  £3  : 

J.  L.  Brooke,  Sheffield ;  S.  J.  Jordan, 
Luston,  near  Leominster ;  J.  J.  Hiscock, 
Swindon ;  J.  R.  Brown,  Nuneaton ;  A. 
Caldwell,  Anglesey ;  J.  A.  Bruce,  Hunting- 
don. 
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Reminder 

The  closing  date  of  the  Derby  Sweepstake 
(open  only  to  St.  Dunstaners),  is  Monday, 
May  27th. 

The  draw  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  30th,  and  those  drawing  a  horse  will 
be  notified  the  following  day. 

Applications  for  tickets,  which  are  half 
a  crown  each,  should  be  sent  at  once  to  the 
Editor  at  Park  Crescent. 

Camp 

The  Fleet  Air  Arm  has  invited  us  to  Camp 
at  Seafield  Park,  Hillhead,  Stubbington, 
near  Fareham — Saturday,  July  13th,  to 
Saturday,  July  20th.  We  are  limited  to 
40  beds.  Please  send  your  entries  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Mrs.  Spurway,  The  Vicarage, 
Titchfield,  Fareham.  A  camp  fee  of  £1 
payable  in  Camp. 

Fares  over  15s.  will  be  paid. 

From  Mrs.  Spurway 

Dear  Campers, 

I  had  such  an  exciting  surprise  the  other 
day,  a  perfectly  charming  cigarette  box 
from  you  all  and  200  cigarettes.  Thank  you 
all  so  much.  I  am  delighted  with  it. 
I  hear  that  the  box  was  made  by  Billy 
Birchall.  I  am  writing  this  with  the 
fountain  pen  you  gave  me  at  Gaddesden  in 
1925 !  I  love  it  because  you  gave  it  me, 
and  it  reminds  me  of  our  first  camp  at 
Gaddesden.  I  am  awfully  proud  of  my 
cigarette  box  and  am  always  handing  round 
cigarettes  to  show  it  off!  It  was  such  a  nice 
thought.     Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Avis  Spurway. 

A  Link  with  Sir  Arthur  Pearson 

Mr.  Robert  Holmes,  who  has  just  retired 
after  fifty-three  and  a  half  years'  service 
with  C.  Arthur  Pearson,  Ltd.,  joined 
Mr.  C.  Arthur  Pearson,  as  Sir  Arthur  then 
was,  in  1892,  as  a  messenger  boy.  This 
was  eight  years  before  Sir  Arthur  founded 
the  Daily  Express. 

R.A.O.B. 

On  Friday,  March  22nd,  Bro.  W.  Shayler 
was  installed  in  the  second  degree  of  the 
R.A.O.B.  at  the  "  Areio  "  Lodge,  having 
passed  the  examining  council,  "  C.H." 
There  were  a  good  number  of  brethren 
present  and  Bro.  Shayler,  C.P.,  was  installed 
in  the  chair  amid  great  acclamation  from 
the  brethren. 


Brighton   Notes 

For  us  at  Brighton  the  month  opened 
with  a  swing.  Our  old  friends  of  the 
Butchers'  Association  invited  us  to  a 
Grand  Fancy  Dress  Ball!  After  several 
hectic  days  of  planning,  borrowing  and 
sewing,  forty-three  of  us  set  off  for  what 
proved  to  be  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
Jimmy  Fay,  in  his  wheel  chair,  carried  off 
first  prize  in  his  character  of  "  Baby  "  and 
Cyril  Moreton  as  "  The  Wool  Shop  "  came 
a  close  second.  All  the  costumes  were 
much  admired  and  each  St.  Dunstaner 
received  a  consolation  prize  of  10s. 

During  the  month  we  have  enjoyed 
several  good  Concerts.  The  Brighton  and 
Hove  Musical  Club  set  the  ball  rolling  on 
the  2nd ;  on  the  1 6th  we  had  a  visit  from 
the  Brighton  and  Hove  Musical  Fraternity. 
The  S.E.F.A.  Concert  Party  came  along  on 
the  23rd,  and  Mrs.  Docking's  Concert 
Party  was  much  appreciated  on  the  30th. 

During  the  month  our  friend,  Mr. 
Fitzjohn,  invited  a  team  of  St.  Dunstaners 
to  compete  in  a  "  Fives  and  Threes  " 
Domino  Match,  at  his  Club. 

The  weekly  Darts  Matches  are  continued 
and  our  skill  at  dart  throwing  is  ever 
increasing!  Several  teams  have  visited  us 
during  the  month  and  the  games  usually 
are  keenly  contested. 

Easter  week-end  found  us  with  a  "  full 
house."  The  London  boys  visited  us  in 
full  force  and  there  were  many  reunions  of 
friends  who  had  not  met  since  before  the 
war. 

On  Good  Friday  a  small  party  heard  a 
grand  rendering,  by  the  Brighton  Harmonic 
Society,  of  Handel's  "  Messiah,"  at  the 
Dome.  On  both  .Saturday  and  Easter 
Monday,  parties  attended  the  race  meeting 
at  Plumpton,  accompanied  by  Commander 
Paul,  Sister  Pepper  and  Sister  Ashford,  and 
the  week-end  was  rounded  off  by  a  dance 
and  party  in  the  Lounge.  The  main 
feature  of  that  evening  was  a  "  Grand  Hat 
Parade,"  in  which  R.  Coles,  as  a  "  Nun," 
and  H.  Costigan  as  "  The  Gainsborough 
Lady,"  were  judged,  by  Mrs.  Paul  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lale,  to  be  the  most  out- 
standing of  a  really  attractive  selection. 
The  prizes  for  the  creation  of  these  winning 
models  went  to  Sister  Mayall  and  Diana 
Carter. 

Throughout  the  Easter  week-end  the 
weather  was  bright  and  sunny,  and  the  sea 
looked     so     inviting     that     Bob     Young 
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(Tweedmouth)  was  lured  into  the  icy  water, 
but  so  far  as  we  know,  suffered  no  ill 
effects ! 

As  a  grand  finale  to  the  month,  forty-five 
of  us  were  invited  by  the  Sussex  Hospitals 
Thanksgiving  Appeal  to  a  Concert  at  the 
Grand  Theatre,  in  which  Max  Miller  and 
Stanley  Hollo  way  gave  us  enough  jokes  to 
laugh  about  for  many  a  day. 

Footnote. — West  House,  Brighton,  has 
recently  gained  a  reputation  as  a  house  for 
gourmets !  Even  snails  appear  on  the 
menu,  at  the  special  request  of  a  certain 
well-known  St.  Dunstaner — late  of  the 
Merchant  Navy! 

On  Re-visiting  West  House, 
Brighton,  Easter,  1946 

I  looked  about  me  with  critically  inter- 
ested eyes  for  changes  in  this  house  I  knew 
so  well.  What  new  order  had  emerged, 
what  new  system  had  established  itself, 
fashioned  in  the  furnaces  of  total  war? 
How  would  the  men  react  after  their  long 
separation  from  St.  Dunstan's  and  each 
other  ? 

My  immediate  impression  was  of  new 
life  pervading  the  old  house,  smoothly 
affecting  every  inmate  ;  activity,  movement ; 
a  feeling  of  something  doing ;  hidden 
impulses  at  work,  not  entirely  due  to  the 
holiday  atmosphere  or  to  the  fulfilment  of 
long-awaited  reunions.  Certainly  there  was 
a  new  spirit  at  work,  vibrant,  impulsive  ;  but 
I  began  to  wonder  how  this  blithe  spirit 
would  affect  the  quiet  lives  of  those  who 
required  rest  and  recovery.  I  did  not 
wonder  long  ;  for  there  came  periods  of 
quietude,  intervals  of  refreshing  silence; 
times  for  intimate  talk  and  undisturbed 
reflection ;  times  when  men's  voices  told 
their  inmost  thoughts  with  easy  confidence 
and  unassuming  pride.  I  had  known  such 
times  before. 

There  was  only  a  sprinkling  of  familiar 
faces  among  the  staff;  nevertheless,  out- 
standing in  both  old  and  new  was  the  ever- 
present,  always  helpful  spirit  of  co-operation 
and    service.     How    well    I    remembered. 

But  what  of  this  new  generation  of  young 
women,  who  so  capably  look  after  the 
welfare  of  such  an  assorted  congregation  of 
men  ?  On  them  has  fallen  the  mantle  of  a 
very  noble  company.  How  do  they  acquit 
themselves  under  the  responsibility?  Are 
they  fundamentally  different  ?  I  think  not. 
Modern,  certainly  ;  high-spirited  and  active  ; 
virile  and  competent ;   reading  the  racing 


news  with  the  delightful  enthusiasm  of  a 
confirmed  race-goer  and  in  the  next  instant, 
touching  the  tired  head  with  the  tender 
fingers  of  sympathetic  understanding.  My 
thoughts  reverted  in  contemplative  com- 
parison to  the  early  days  of  1916  to  1938. 
Yes,  undoubtedly  they  were  worthy  suc- 
cessors to  such  a  devoted  and  talented  band 
of  friends.  And  now,  what  of  the  men? 
Had  they  altered  in  any  way  from  the  pre- 
war standards  set  up  by  themselves?  No, 
indeed.  The  spirit  of  St.  Dunstan's  lives 
on  in  them,  shining  with  a  clearer,  more 
refined,  more  resolute  radiance  than  ever 
it  shone.  In  the  swift  passage  of  these 
latter  years,  I  find  them  wiser,  more 
generous,  more  tolerant.  I  find  them  true 
to  the  brave  ideals  implanted  in  their  hearts 
by  sagacious  counsellors  of  former  years. 
They  have  emerged  from  the  gruelling 
strain  of  the  war  years  with  sympathies 
widened,  mellowed  by  time  and  circum- 
stance. Outwardly,  as  one  might  expect, 
changed  a  little,  yet  by  a  kindly  hand ; 
unaltered  in  spirit,  that  gay  fortitude  which 
carries  them  over  many  a  rough  place. 
For  the  flame  of  high  endeavour  burns 
steadily ;  the  effort  of  accomplishment  and 
true  duty  is  as  unsparing  as  ever  ;  and  there 
is  a  wistful  remembrance  of  friends  who  are 
no  longer  with  them. 

And  these,  our  less  fortunate  comrades, 
the  sick,  aged  and  infirm,  what  of  them? 
They  are  still  the  same  brave,  patient, 
unconquerable  souls  that  ever  they  were. 
Cheerful,  talkative,  interested  in  life,  even 
to  the  remote  veteran  who  assured  me  that 
there  were  no  cigarettes  in  the  army  in  '86. 
They,  and  their  unswerving,  faithful 
attendants  are  perfect  examples  of  heroism 
and  devotion. 

Yes,  the  long,  wasting  years  of  war  have 
yet  dealt  kindly  with  the  spirit  of  St. 
Dunstan's.  It  gleams  brighter  in  the  hearts 
of  these  men,  suffusing  their  lives  with  the 
radiance  of  congeniality  and  forbearance. 
For  they  themselves  are  its  spirit  and  power  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sons  of 
such  men  as  these  will  prove  worthy  com- 
panions in  the  adventurous  days  that  lie 
ahead  for  us,  and  for  them,  our  newly 
blinded  comrades.  For  the  spirit  of  an 
organisation  lives  and  flourishes  in  its 
members,  in  each  individual  component, 
young  or  old,  active  or  infirm  ;  and  there  is 
no  change,  no  diminution,  no  retrogression 
in  the  spirit  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

R.  J.  Vine. 
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Ex-Servicemen's  Hansard 

(From  Our  Parliamentary  Correspondent) 
The  chief  matter  affecting  ex- Servicemen 
which  came  up  in  Parliament  last  month  was 
Mr.  Justice  Denning's  judgment  on  April 
1st  regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  Royal 
Warrant  and  an  ex-Serviceman's  right  to  a 
pension. 

Mr.  Wilfred  Paling,  the  Minister  of 
Pensions  (Wentworth,  Lab.),  was  closely- 
questioned  on  this  matter  and  his  answers 
call  for  careful  examination. 

Mr.  T.  Macpherson  (Romford,  Lab.) 
and  others  asked  Mr.  Paling  if  he  had 
considered  the  recent  judgment  given  by 
Mr.  Justice  Denning  in  favour  of  an  ex- 
Serviceman  on  the  grounds  of  "fit  for 
Service,  fit  for  Pension,"  and  if  he  was  now 
prepared  to  review  similar  cases  which 
had  been  refused  by  his  Department. 

Mr.  Paling  gave  the  following  reply, 
which  deserves  to  be  recorded  here  in  full 
and  thus  made  widely  available  : — 

"  In  the  judgment  referred  to,  the  learned 
Judge  expressed  the  view  that  the  interpretation 
to  be  placed  on  Article  4  of  the  Royal  Warrant 
was  that  if  a  man  is  accepted  for  service  in  a 
certain  medical  category  there  is  a  presumption 
that  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  he  was  fit  for 
the  kind  of  service  demanded  of  a  man  in  that 
category  ;  and  that  in'  the  event  of  his  discharge 
subsequently  on  medical  grounds  due  to  deteriora- 
tion in  his  health  there  is  a  presumption  that  the 
deterioration  was  due  to  his  service. 

He  added  that  the  presumption  is  not  a 
compelling  presumption  but  a  provisional  one. 
In  order,  however,  to  defeat  the  man's  claim,,  the 
evidence  had  to  show  a  real  preponderance  of 
probability  that  his  condition  was  not  aggravated 
by  war  service.  In  the  case  before  him  the 
learned  Judge  held  that  there  was  no  such 
evidence  and  that  the  tribunal  could  not  properly 
come  to  a  conclusion  in  favour  of  the  Ministry. 
"  While  there  may  at  times  be  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  a  real  preponder- 
ance of  probability,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
general  line  of  approach  laid  down  by  the  learned 
Judge  differs  materially  from  that  followed  by 
my  Department." 

This  subject  was  also  raised  in  the  House 
of  Lords  during  April,  when  Lord  De  LTsle 
and  Dudley  initiated  a  debate  on  war 
pensions,  particularly  regarding  the  altera- 
tions in  the  recent  White  Paper. 

Lord  Teviot  had  given  notice  that  he 
would  ask  the  Government  whether  they 
would  set  up  a  Select  Committee  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  go  into  the  question 
of  the  grievances  which  were  continually 
arising  regarding  pensions  for  men  and 
women  disabled  by  war  service,  and  those 
who,  through  war  service,  had  been 
bereaved. 


Both  he  and  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery 
urged  more  generous  action  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Lord  Nathan,  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  replying  for  the  Government, 
suggested  that  considerable  improvements 
had  recently  been  made  in  the  matter  of 
war  pensions  and  he  outlined  some  of 
them  in  detail. 

He  suggested  that  there  really  was  not  as 
much  dissatisfaction  with  the  operation  of 
the  Pensions  Warrant  as  some  people 
seemed  to  think,  and  urged  that  the  recent 
White  Paper  should  be  "  given  a  run  "  to 
see  whether  the  position  improved. 

On  this  note  the  debate  ended. 

Sir  Ian  Fraser  was  present  in  the  House 
on  May  3rd  to  take  part  in  the  Debate  on 
Unemployment.  Enquiring  what  was 
being  done  to  help  ex-Service  men  to  get 
on  to  the  land,  he  said  :  "  I  have  not  seen 
any  evidence  that  there  is  any  active  scheme, 
and  I  have  been  told  that  a  delay  of  many 
months,  possibly  a  year  or  two,  will  occur 
before  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
these  men  can  get  agricultural  education. 
If  that  be  so  it  is  a  shocking  neglect. 

"  I  understand  that  there  are  nearly  15,000 
men,  of  whom  2,400  odd  are  seriously 
disabled,  who  are  waiting  for  places  in 
Government  training  establishments,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  waiting  for  many 
months.  This  is  a  very  small  problem  in 
comparison  with  the  planning  to  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  for  major 
enterprises  in  war. 

"  Let  me  emphasise  that  more  than 
2,000  disabled  men  are  waiting  for  jobs. 
We  understood  the  disabled  were  to  have 
a  preference  in  this  matter  and  I  should 
like  to  know  what  has  happened. 

"  At  the  moment  there  are  jobs,  but  the 
men  we  want  to  see  in  them  are  not  in 
them.  How  can  we  get  them  into  them? 
We  can  only  do  so  by  putting  them  at  the 
head  of  the  queue." 

Promotions 

Richard  Henry  Tanner,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Tanner,  of  St.  Ives,  and  now 
serving  in  Bangalore,  has  been  granted  a 
commission  as  2nd  Lieut.,  and  takes  up 
duties  with  the  D.C.L.I.,  attached  to  the 
Royal  Gharwal  Rifles. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Lam- 
bourne,  of  Bletchley,  has  been  granted  a 
commission  in  the  Royal  Air  Force  as 
Pilot  Officer. 
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Dr.  E.  Chittenden  Bridges 

All  St.  Dunstaners  will  grieve  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  E.  Chittenden  Bridges 
on  April  17th,  after  a  long  illness. 

Dr.  Bridges'  close  association  with  St. 
Dunstan's  began  shortly  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Great  War.  Although  health  reasons 
compelled  him  to  resign  his  position  of 
Medical  Officer  in  April,  1943,  St.  Dunstan's 
was  never  far  from  his  thoughts,  and  it  was 
typical  of  him  that  when  the  Executive 
Council  of  St.  Dunstan's  wished  to  make 
him  a  presentation  upon  his  resignation 
he  asked  that  it  should  take  the  form  of  a 
gift  to  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's,  to  bear  his 
name.  His  great  interest  in  St.  Dunstaners' 
sports  inspired  the  suggestion  that  a  Dr. 
Bridges'  Prize  Fund  should  be  established, 
and  to  this  Dr.  Bridges  agreed  with  obvious 
pleasure. 

Dr.  Bridges  was  77  years  of  age  and  leaves 
a  widow,  to  whom  we  offer  our  very  sincere 
sympathy. 

Sir  Neville  Pearson,  Bt.,  represented  St. 
Dunstan's  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place 
at  Golders  Green  Crematorium  on  April 
20th. 

Mrs.  E.  Hope  Atkinson 

St.  Dunstaners  will  also  hear  with  the 
deepest  regret  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mrs. 
Atkinson,  widow  of  Mr.  E.  Hope  Atkinson, 
who  joined  St.  Dunstan's  in  1915  as  our 
first  joinery  instructor. 

Hundreds  of  St.  Dunstaners  will  have 
happy  memories  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson's 
friendship  and  help  over  the  years,  and 
Mrs.  Atkinson  will  long  be  remembered 
with  affection  by  the  many  friends  with 
whom  she  has  kept  in  touch  since  her 
husband's  death. 

Births 

Androlia. — On  April  9th,  to  the  wife  of 

L.  M.  Androlia,  of  Walsall  (new  war), 

a  son. 
Greasley. — In  April,  to  the  wife  of  H.  E. 

Greasley,    of    Coventry    (new    war),    a 

daughter. 
Miller. — On  February  21st,  to  the  wife  of 

J.    Miller,    of    Glasgow    (new    war),    a 

daughter. 
Petty. — On    April    2nd,    to    the    wife    of 

H.  Petty,  of  Leeds  (new  war),  a  son. 
White. — On   April   11th,   to   the   wife   of 

J.    D.    White,    of  Cardiff  (new   war),    a 

daughter — Pamela  April. 


Marriages 

Cooney — Connolly. — On    May    18th,    J. 

Cooney,    of  Worthing,    to    Miss    Agnes 

Connolly,  of  Cork. 
Reynolds — Parker. — On  April  30th,  A.  R. 

Reynolds,  of  Shrewsbury  (new  war),  to 

Miss  Dorothy  Parker. 
Simpson — Harvey. — On    April    22nd,    A. 

Simpson,    of   Wrexham    (new    war)    to 

Miss  Kathleen  Elizabeth  Harvey. 

Deaths 

Our    deep    sympathy    is    extended    this 
month  to  the  following  : — 
Barber. — To  R.  Barber,  of  Abbey  Wood, 

whose  wife  died  after  a  short  illness  on 

March  6th. 
Morris-Jones. — To  H.  I.  Morris-Jones,  of 

Birkenhead  (new  war)  whose  wife  passed 

away  on  Easter  Sunday.     She  had  been 

ill  for  a  long  while. 

Silver  Weddings 

Congratulations  to  the  following  upon 
silver  wedding  anniversaries  : — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Burdis,  Burnley, 
September  4th,  1943  (we  have  only  just 
been  informed  of  this)  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Jordan,  Rhymney,  April  20th;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Carter,  Haughton-le-S kerne, 
May  3rd;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Stubbs,  Huyton, 
near  Liverpool,  May  11th. 

New  War  Placings 

A.  Bradley  as  telephonist  at  Barclay's 
Bank,  Piccadilly  Circus ;  J.  H.  Banks, 
Cricklewood,  with  Messrs.  Hoover,  Ltd., 
Perivale,  on  hydraulic  press  work ;  V. 
Kennard,  Battle,  as  a  specialised  shorthand 
typist  with  the  News  of  the  World;  L. 
Fensom,  Smethwick,  with  Messrs.  C. 
Bryon  &  Sons,  on  assembly  work ;  W.  P. 
Kelly,  Workington,  with  Messrs.  C.  Corner 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  on  power  press  and  capstan 
lathe  work ;  W.  F.  Kennedy,  Upper 
Tooting,  as  a  packer  in  the  photoprinting 
section  at  the  War  Office  ;  J.  J.  Morgan, 
Southall,  on  loud-speaker  testing  with 
Messrs.  Philco,  Perivale  ;  and  P.  Blackmore, 
Cardiff,  as  capstan  operator  with  the 
Cardiff  Foundry. 

Holiday   Apartments 

C.  Ray,  79  York  Road,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  would  welcome  visitors  to  his  boarding- 
house. 


Published  by  ST.  DUNSTAN'S  for  Men  and  Women  Blinded  on  War  Service,   9-11  Park  Crescent,  Regent's  Park, 
London,  W.l.  and  Printed  by  Brighton  Herald.  Ltd.,  Pavilion  Buildings.  Brighton.  1 


'-REVIEW1'-' 

For  Men  and  Women  Blinded  on  War  Service 


No.  329— Volume  XXX     [New  Series] 


JUNE,    1946 


Price  3d.  Monthly. 

[Free  to  St.  Dunstan's  Men] 


CHAIRMAN'S    NOTES 

DR.  Winnington-Ingram  died  towards  the  end  of  last  month  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  and  having  been  Bishop  of  London  for  thirty-eight  years.  He  was 
a  Vice-President  of  St.  Dunstan's  and  visited  us  on  a  number  of  occasions  in  London 
during  the  first  World  War,  and  once  went  to  our  Brighton  Home,  where  he  took  a  Service 
which  was  broadcast. 

He  had  a  very  strong  human  sympathy  and  always  wanted  to  understand  a  man's 
viewpoint  and  share  his  troubles  or  pleasures.  He  had  what  the  newspaper  men  would 
call  a  nose  for  news,  and  I  well  remember  one  occasion  when  he  visited  St.  Dunstan's  upon 
which  he  demonstrated  this.  He  was  standing  on  the  terrace  at  the  old  house  in  Regent's 
Park  with  a  group  of  men,  telling  them  about  his  visit  to  the  Grand  Fleet  in  the  first  war. 
He  had  told  some  joke  and  all  were  laughing  and  in  the  sunshine  they  made  a  splendid 
picture.  Turning  to  me,  he  said  "  Where's  the  photographer  ?  This  is  a  fine  picture  for 
him."  His  sense  of  publicity  told  him  that  this  was  so,  and  he  was  also  concerned  to  help 
the  photographer  in  his  job.  No  public  figure  in  the  Church  caught  the  eye  of  the  Press 
photographer  to  the  same  extent  as  the  late  Bishop  of  London,  and  I  believe  that  by  bringing 
the  Church  and  its  message  which  he  embodied  in  his  person  to  the  eyes  of  millions  of  people 
through  the  picture  Press,  he  did  much  for  Christianity. 

Once  when  I  was  Member  of  Parliament  for  North  St.  Pancras  in  London, 
Dr.  Winnington-Ingram  came  to  take  the  service  at  one  of  our  churches.  During  the 
service  he  changed  his  garments  either  twice  or  possibly  three  times,  I  do  not  remember. 
But  I  do  remember  that  talking  to  him  at  the  reception  afterwards  I  said  "  Are  you  High 
Church  or  Low  Church,  Bishop?  "  His  reply  was  characteristic;  he  said  "I  am  the  Father 
of  all  the  Churches  in  my  Diocese.  I  put  on  whatever  vestments  they  want.  It  doesn't 
matter  to  me  and  it  doesn't  affect  the  word  of  God." 

He  was  an  Old  Marlburian,  and  I  remember  him  visiting  Marlborough  College  when 
I  was  there  as  a  small  boy.     He  married  my  wife  and  me  in  1918,  and  more  than  twenty 
.;-  years  later  married  my  daughter  and  her  husband,  and  a  little  after  that  he  christened  my 
_  grandson,  Christopher. 

By  his  death  St.  Dunstan's  loses  a  public  figure,  who  always  took  a  great  interest  in 
us,  and  frequently  gave  us  his  blessing,  and  I  lose  a  family  friend. 

The  Last  War 

While  the  1939-45  war  was  in  progress  the  words  "  the  last  war  "  obviously  meant 
the  1914-1918  war.     But  what  do  the  words  "the  last  war"  mean  now?     I  suppose  we 
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could  say  instead  "  the  late  war  "  or  "  the  recent  war."  I  know  that  the  St.  Dunstan's 
Review  refers  to  St.  Dunstaners  as  belonging  to  "  the  old  war "  or  "  the  new  war." 
The  other  day,  speaking  at  Brighton,  I  referred  to  "  the  first  war  "  and  "  the  second  war." 
Much  as  I  dislike  standardisation  in  general  and  in  speech,  it  might  seem  desirable  to  find 
the  best  words  in  which  to  describe  these  two  wars  to  which  we  must  so  frequently  make 
reference. 

I  remember  in  the  early  days  of  the  war  some  official  in  the  War  Office  invented  the 
name  "  Local  Defence  Volunteers — L.D.V."  I  suppose  the  name  was  a  correct 
description,  but  how  unimaginative  and  clumsy.  It  required  Mr.  Churchill,  who  has  a 
wonderful  gift  of  words,  to  invent  the  much  simpler  and  much  more  pleasing  name  "  Home 
Guard."  It  was  Mr.  Churchill  also  who  told  us  not  to  call  the  terrible  noise  made  by  the 
air-raid  siren  an  "  alarm,"  because,  he  said,  the  noise  is  bad  enough  to  frighten  us  all  and 
the  name  "  alarm  "  suggests  that  we  ought  to  be  frightened,  whereas  in  reality  that  is  just 
the  time  to  keep  your  head.     So  he  told  us  to  call  it  the  "  alert." 

There  is  a  lot  in  a  name  and  I  suggest  to  my  St.  Dunstan's  friends  to  see  if  they  can 
do  better  than  "  first  war  "  and  "  second  war,"  or  "  first  world  war  "  and  "  second  world 
war,"  or  "  world  war  No.  1  "  and  "  world  war  No.  2." 

Another  thought  upon  which  I  should  like  to  comment  comes  to  my  mind.  The 
Editor  describes  a  St.  Dunstaner  as  belonging  to  "  the  new  war  "  or  "  the  old  war."  There 
is  some  point  in  this  because  many  readers  are  undoubtedly  interested  to  know  which 
generation  he  belongs  to.  But  how  long  shall  we  go  on  with  this  distinction?  Or  should 
we  drop  it  altogether  except  where  the  sense  of  the  story  makes  it  absolutely  necessary. 

Home  Guard  Service 

Ex-Sergeant  Major  Lo wings,  a  St.  Dunstaner,  tells  me  that  he  served  for  two  years 
in  the  Home  Guard  instructing  recruits,  looking  after  the  armoury  and  generally  organising 
and  giving  advice.  It  is  clear  that  a  man  with  his  experience  must  have  been  of  great 
value  to  the  Home  Guard  in  its  early  days. 

Lowings  was  discharged  from  the  Home  Guard  after  two  years'  service  because  the 
regulations  regarding  physical  standards  were  tightened  up  and  they  could  no  longer  admit 
a  blind  man.  Accordingly  he  does  not  receive  the  Defence  Medal,  the  qualifying  period 
for  which  is  three  years.  On  the  other  hand,  a  Home  Guard  who  was  discharged  on 
account  of  a  wound  incurred   on   duty  does  qualify  for  a  medal. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  whether  a  claim  for  special  consideration  might  be  put 
forward  in  this  and  similar  cases,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  there  are  other  St.  Dunstaners 
whose  circumstances  warrant  consideration. 

Apart  from  this  point,  it  would  be  of  interest  to  have  a  note  of  each  St.  Dunstaner 
who  was  in  the  Home  Guard,  what  job  he  actually  did  and  how  long  he  served.  I  should 
also  like  to  know  how  many  received  an  individual  copy  of  the  King's  letter  of  thanks. 

"Mr.  Kiwi" 

Visitor    to    St.    Dunstan's    from    New    Zealand   to   V.A.D.  :    "  Have  you  got  a  fellow 
called  Alan  Somervell  here  ?  " 

V.A.D.  :  "  No.     Never  heard  the  name." 

Visitor  :  "  I'm  sorry.     I  must  have  missed  him.     He  was  in  our  lot  in  Italy." 

V.A.D.  :  "As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  got  one  New  Zealander  here,  and  his  wife's  with 
him,  too.     Their  name  is  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiwi." 

IAN  FRASER. 

St.     Dunstaners     Meet     the     King  and   Queen  talked  for   some  time  to  the 

and   Oueen  ^t*  Dunstaners  and  their  escorts,  and  the 

King  took  a  great  interest  in  Major  Ron 

A   group   of  St.   Dunstaners   who   were  Bridges'  braille  watch, 

present  at  a  Party  at  the   Overseas   Club  Those    present    included    A.     Baldwin, 

on  Tuesday,  May  28th,  by  the  invitation  of  R.   Bridges,   Charles   Cooper,   Jock  Innes, 

Lady    Forres,    were    presented    to    Their  W.   H.   Rathmell,   J.    Sheridan,   Z.    Stepek 

Majesties  the  King  and  Queen.     The  King  and  R.  Theobald. 
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Derby  Sweepstake,  1946 

One  of  the  most  astonishing  Derbies — 
and  Derby  Sweepstakes — has  come  and 
gone.  Last  year  we  broke  all  records  by 
selling  2,774  tickets.  This  year  we  reached 
a  new  "  high  "  by  the  magnificent  total  of 
3,008. 

The  draw  was  made  by  Charles  Cooper 
and  Des  Coupe,  at  8  Park  Crescent,  on 
Thursday,  May  30th,  in  the  presence  of 
Matron  Holyoake,  Corporal  Major Dawkins, 
and  a  number  of  other  St.  Dunstaners  and 
members  of  the  staff. 

The  sale  of  tickets  produced  £376,  and 
after  deducting  £10  to  cover  the  cost  of 
printing  and  postage,  a  sum  of  £366  was 
left  to  be  divided  in  accordance  with  the 
printed  rules.     The  result  was  : — 

1.  Airborne       £183  0s. 

T.  Brewer,  Preston  (707). 

2.  Gulf  Stream  £73  4s. 

F.  C.  Fleetwood,  Heme  Bay  (40). 

3.  Radiotherapy  £36  12s. 

W.  Weedall,  Liverpool  (829). 

Only  seventeen  of  the  original  twenty-five 
acceptances  went  to  the  post,  leaving 
£73  4s.  to  be  divided  between  fourteen 
"  also  rans."  Each  runner  this  year  there- 
fore received  £5  4s.  7d.,  and  the  holders  of 
these  tickets  were  : — 

Horse  Name  Ticket  No. 

Bridle  Path  G.  Lund,  Church  Stretton  2250 
Edward  Tudor  G.  Eustace,  Church  Stretton  2232 
Fast  and  Fair  C.  Chadwick,  Rochdale  ...  2171 
Friar  Tuck  H.  Faulkner,  Netherfield...  1438 
Happy  Knight  A.  McElligott,  Eastbourne  399 
Hispaniola  L.  R.  Page,  Bromley  ...  85 
Khaled  J.  H.  Gardner,  Wirral     ...     2827 

Massif  S.  A.  Belsham,  Broadway        1040 

Neapolitan  J.  M.  Colley,  Luton  ...  984 
Peterborough  G.  Hewett,  Liverpool  ...  2451 
QuiVaLa  A.  J.  Caple,  Cardiff  ...     2506 

Royal 

Commission  A.  Caldwell,  Anglesey  ...  1058 
Sunstroke  J.  E.  Davies,  Llandyssul  ...         63 

White  Jacket      T.  Gregory,  Basingstoke...     1022 

Those  drawing  horses  which  did  not 
start  were  : — 

Aldis  Lamp       J.  Murray,  N.ll 391 

Massicle  E.  Lake,  Scarborough       ...       135 

Master  Vote  W.  Horsnell,  Taunton  ...  2040 
Peter  Pan  W.  C.  Bruggemeyer,  Heme 

Hill  2305 

Prefabricated  B.  G.  Wood,  Brackley  ...  1285 
Scotch  Reel        J.  T.  Walch,  Hove  ...     2873 

Sky  High  W.  Horsnell,  Taunton    ...     2038 

Starway  W.  Foulkes,  Bletchley      ...     2104 

W.  Weedall,  of  Liverpool,  drew  The  Field  (831) 

We  congratulate  all  the  lucky  prize- 
winners, and  to  the  many  who  were  dis- 
appointed— better  luck  next  time. 


At  Epsom 

Parties  of  St.  Dunstan's  trainees  from 
Brighton  and  London  had  a  most  enjoyable 
visit  to  the  Derby.  The  following  are  the 
impressions  of  an  Avenue  Road  member  : — 

Six  in  a  six-seater,  plus  a  goodly  supply  of 
provender!  It  was  a  joyous  squash! 
There  was  Sep  Lidiard  and  Will  Rathmell 
taking  up  twice  their  allotted  span,  with 
that  air  of  serene  complacency  men  of  ample 
girth  invariably  assume.  Rain  was  a 
foregone  conclusion  with  that  Manchester 
man,  Bertie  Partington,  in  the  car.  But 
we  were  thankful  for  Geoff.  Preston,  our 
racing  expert.     Such  men  are  valuable. 

It  was  the  usual  Derby.  Whirligigs, 
shooting  galleries,  hoop-la  stalls,  fortune 
tellers,  five-legged  horses,  and  a  thousand 
other  fantastic  mysteries.  "  Girlie  "  show 
proprietors  and  religious  revivalists 
screamed  their  counter  attractions — the 
broad  way,  or  the  narrow.  Tipsters 
bawling  and  gypsies  selling  their  lucky 
charms,  which  surely  nobody  ever  buys.. 
Nowhere  else  in  the  world  is  there  so  much 
offered  for  so  little. 

Matron  Pepall  bought  a  tip.  So  did  I. 
As  a  Canadian  she  may  be  graciously 
forgiven.  One  can  only  admire  her  faith. 
But  for  me,  a  good  Yorkshireman,  there 
is  only  shame — and  remorse. 

The  sun  broke  through  the  clouds 
just  as  a  great  race  began.  We  were 
well-equipped  for  success.  We  had  tips 
from  taverns,  tips  from  friends,  and  tips 
from  the  friends  of  friends  who  knew 
friends  of  the  trainer's  wife's  sister.  And 
we  had — our  racing  expert. 

But  alas !  No  kindly  soul  had  ever  told 
us  of  Airborne,  that  low  sneaking  beast  who 
crept  past  White  Jacket  and  Happy  Knight 
to  destroy  our  highest  hopes. 

More  races !  More  losers !  Forlornly, 
we  tore  up  those  futile  bookmakers'  tickets 
— most  useless  of  pasteboard.  Pamela, 
our  tiny  V.A.D.,  daintily  dishevelled,  stared 
at  our  racing  expert  with  a  cool  eye.  And 
we  turned  to  the  refreshment  basket  as  the 
one  solidity  left  in  an  uncertain  world. 
After  all,  you  do  know  where  you  are  with 
apple  turnovers  and  bottled  beer. 

Anyway,  who  expects  to  win  at  the 
Derby?     Only  those  who   stay  at  home! 

W.H.R. 
Wanted 

BABY'S    SWING    made    by   a   St.   Dunstaner  — 
A.  G.  Briggs,  61  Heath  Road,  Norwich. 
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St.  Dunstan's  Returns  to  Ovingdean 
A  Civic  Welcome 

Climbing  to  the  roof  of  our  beautiful 
Home  on  the  cliffs  at  Ovingdean,  the 
Mayor  of  Brighton,  Councillor  Walter 
Clout,  on  Tuesday,  May  28th,  broke  the 
blue  and  gold  flag  of  St.  Dunstan's  at  the 
masthead.  So  Brighton  officially  welcomed 
us  home  after  six  long  years  away. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  had  arrived  at 
the  Home  during  the  afternoon  and  was 
received  by  Lady  (Arthur)  Pearson,  d.b.e., 
President  of  St.  Dunstan's,  and  Sir  Ian 
Fraser.  Lady  Fraser,  Mr.  W.  G.  Askew, 
the  Commandant  of  Ovindgean,  Air  Com- 
modore G.  B.  Dacre,  and  Matron  D.  A.  Pain, 
were  also  present  to  welcome  the  Mayoral 
party,  which  included  the  Mayoress,  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  of  Hove,  Councillor  H. 
C.  Andrews,  and  the  Acting  Chief  Constable 
of  Sussex,  Captain  C.  Hutchinson. 

After  the  reception,  His  Worship  was 
conducted  over  the  huge  building,  where 
he  saw  every  phase  of  our  training  there. 
Then  followed  the  ceremonial  hoisting  of 
the  flag,  Sir  Ian  accompanying  the  Mayor  to 
the  top  of  the  building.  The  party  then 
visited  the  Dining  Hall,  where  the  trainees 
were  at  tea,  and  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
was  introduced  by  Sir  Ian,  amidst  great 
applause.  "  We  have  come  back  to 
Brighton,  which  is  our  home,"  Sir  Ian  said, 
welcoming  the  Mayor,  and  added  "  St. 
Dunstan's  is  still  going  strong.  It  is  not 
part  of  the  health  service  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  National  Health  Service 
Bill,  as  it  stands  at  present,  to  offer  any 
benefits,  other  than  pensions,  to  those  who 
have  lost  their  sight  in  the  service  of  the 
country.  St.  Dunstan's  must  therefore 
carry  on." 

The  Mayor  then  welcomed  St.  Dunstan's 
to  Brighton.  "  Everyone  in  Brighton,"  he 
said,  "  is  pleased  to  see  you  back  again,  and 
we  are  very  proud  to  have  you  here." 

The  Mayoral  party  then  made  its  way  to 
the  Winter  Garden,  where  tea  was  waiting. 

About  half  of  our  trainees  are  now 
installed  at  Ovingdean.  In  August  they 
will  be  joined  by  the  remainder  who  are 
still  at  Church  Stretton,  and  who  comprise 
roughly  the  industrial,  massage  and  tele- 
phone operating  departments. 

Advanced  Braille  Test 

Congratulations  to  F.  Warin,  of  Fence- 
houses,  who  has  passed  the  Advanced 
Braille  Reading  Test. 


Wear  Your  Badge 

Will  St.  Dunstaners  who  are  to  be  met  at 
railway  stations  make  a  special  point 
of  wearing  their  St.  Dunstan's  badge. 
This  makes  it  so  much  easier  for  the  orderly 
who  is  on  the  look-out  for  them,  and  saves 
valuable  time  and  much  inconvenience. 

"  World  Digests  "  Wanted 

The  Braille  Department  at  Ovingdean  is 
anxious  to  obtain  two  copies  of  "  World 
Digest  "  regularly.  If  any  readers  would 
send  their  copies  to  Miss  Ramshaw  when 
they  have  finished  with  them,  their  kindness 
would  be  much  appreciated. 

The  Defence  Medal 

The  Government  has  approved  the  award 
of  a  Defence  Medal.  Broadly  speaking, 
the  men  and  women  who  may  qualify  for 
this  medal  are  those  who  gave  not  less  than 
three  years'  service  in  this  country,  in  those 
services  which  carried  with  them  eligibility 
for  war  service  chevrons.  Civil  Defence 
workers,  members  of  the  Civil  Nursing 
Reserve,  nurses  in  hospitals  for  which 
Government  departments  or  local  auth- 
orities are  responsible,  or  in  the  recognised 
voluntary  hospitals,  Home  Guards,  fire 
guards,  and  members  of  the  Royal  Observer 
Corps,  are  among  the  four  million  civilians 
whom  it  is  judged  will  be  eligible  for  the 
medal.  The  time  qualification  will  be 
counted  from  September  3rd,  1939,  to  May 
8th,  1945,  or  to  the  stand-down  of  the 
organisation,  if  earlier. 

Application  for  the  medal  must  be  made  on 
forms  obtainable  from  any  post  office.  Leaflet 
D.M.I  contains  instructions  and  a  list  of  the 
categories  of  those  eligible  and  is  issued  with 
the  claim  form  for  civilian  service. 

Those  workers  for  St.  Dunstan's  who 
consider  that  they  are  eligible  for  the  medal 
should  complete  their  forms  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  as  the  lists  will  close  at 
the  end  of  August. 

If  any  St.  Dunstaner  considers  that  he  is 
eligible  for  the  medal,  either  by  reason  of 
his  military  service  or  civilian  service,  he 
should  get  into  touch  as  soon  as  possible 
with  Mr.  Banks  at  Ovingdean,  who  will 
also  make  the  necessary  application  for  any 
other  medals — for  instance,  the  various 
Campaign  Stars — if  these  have  not  already 
come  through. 

Camp — Important  Notice 

Entries  for  Camp  must  be  received  by 
Wednesday,  June  26th,  at  the  latest. 
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Reunions  Go  On 

Since  the  last  Review  went  to  press, 
Reunions  have  been  held  at  Ashford, 
Bournemouth,  Exeter,  Bristol  and  Cardiff. 
At  all  Reunions,  one  of  the  happiest 
features  has  been  the  meeting  of  the  men 
of  the  new  war  with  those  of  the  last. 

A  small  but  merry  party  assembled  at  the 
County  Hotel,  Ashford,  on  May  15th, 
where  Commander  Smyth  was  waiting  to 
welcome  them.  Everyone  was  delighted 
to  meet  Mrs.  Broughton.  Another  popular 
visitor  was  Mr.  L.  H.  Maxted,  Chairman  of 
Ashford  Branch  of  the  British  Legion.  A 
telegram  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  sending  good 
wishes  for  the  Reunion  and  expressing  his 
great  pleasure  that  once  again  it  was 
possible  to  hold  such  a  party,  was  read  by 
Commander  Smyth  at  each  Reunion. 

The  Bournemouth  meeting  was  on  May 
21st  at  Bobby's  Restaurant,  where  the 
guests  included  Miss  Stevens,  Area  Visitor, 
Miss  Marjorie  Stewart  and  Miss  Gwyneth 
Owen,  local  Welfare  Visitors,  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  Malone,  sister  of  Matron  Boyd 
Rochfort ;  Mrs.  Malone  was  herself  a 
V.A.D.  at  St.  Dunstan's  in  its  early  days. 

On  May  23rd  Exeter's  turn  came. 
Among  the  guests  at  the  Rougemont  Hotel 
were  Col.  A.  L.  Symes,  c.b.e.,  t.d.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Exeter  Branch  of  the  British 
Legion,  Dr.  T.  McEwen,  Commissioner  of 
Medical  Services,  M.O.P.  (South-West 
Region),  our  old  friend,  Col.  Thornton, 
and  Col.  and  Mrs.  Daubney.  Major  J.  C. 
Maude,  k.c,  m.p.  for  Exeter,  was  unfor- 
tunately unable  to  attend  as  he  was  speaking 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  day,  but  he 
sent  his  very  good  wishes  to  all  St.  Dun- 
staners  present. 

At  Bristol,  on  May  24th,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Lady  Mayoress  (Alderman  and  Mrs. 
James  Owen)  were  the  guests  of  honour, 
while  British  Legion  friends  included  Mr. 
S.  Jacobs  (County  Chairman),  Mr.  Russell 
(President,  Knowle  and  Totterden  Branch), 
and  Mr.  Bishop,  of  the  Bristol  Branch. 

A  Mayoral  welcome  also  awaited  us  at  Car- 
diff, when  the  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Walter 
R.  Wills,  j. p.)  was  at  the  Carlton  Restaurant 
to   greet  the   guests   and  their  escorts. 

At  Colchester,  on  May  30th,  Sister 
Goodey,  Miss  Hester  Pease,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Ottaway  were  there  to  meet  many  old  friends 
and  the  company  also  included  Mr.  H. 
Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Colchester  Branch 
of  the  British  Legion. 


At  this  meeting  there  was  an  unexpected 
pleasure.  It  so  happened  that  on  that 
afternoon  the  Freedom  of  the  Borough  of 
Colchester  was  being  conferred  upon  the 
Essex  Regiment.  At  the  special  invitation 
of  the  Mayor,  all  St.  "Dunstaners  at  the 
Reunion  were  given  places  of  honour  at  the 
ceremony.  It  was  a  particularly  proud  day 
for  S.  J.  Letch,  of  Hatfield  Peverel,  and 
W.  Rushen,  of  Witham,  both  late  of  the 
Essex  Regiment. 

The  National  Insurance  Bill 
War  Pensions  and  Allowances 

In  the  February  Review,  in  a  summary  of 
the  Government  Scheme  for  National 
Insurance,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  Bill 
provided  that  tb.e  Minister  of  National  Insur- 
ance could  make  regulations  for  adjusting  the 
benefits  of  any  person  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
or  allowance  payable  out  of  public  funds. 

On  May  30th,  the  National  Insurance 
Bill  came  up  for  its  Third  Reading,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  Debate,  Sir  Ian  Fraser 
called  the  Minister's  attention  to  the  clause 
in  question,  pointing  out  that  by  it,  very 
great  powers  were  placed  in  the  Minister's 
hand.     Sir  Ian  went  on  : 

"  Indeed,  he  could  regulate  that  a  person  in 
receipt  of  a  disability  pension  might  thereby 
be  excluded  from  receiving  sickness  benefit,  old 
age  pension  or   any  other  of  the   benefits  under 

the  Bill I  ask  the  Minister  to  give  us  a  most 

solid  assurance  that  it  is  not  his  intention  to  make 
regulations  which  would  in  any  way  diminish  the 
benefits  which  are  due  to  disabled  soldiers,  sailors, 
airmen  and  others  under  the  Royal  Warrant,  Orders 
in  Council,  or  similar  instruments.  Perhaps  I  may- 
ask  the  House  to  assent  to  this  principle  and  to 
encourage  the  Minister  to  tell  us  that  he  assents  to  it 
also.  The  principle  is  that  he  who  pays  a  full 
contribution  must  receive  a  full  benefit. 

The  Minister  of  National  Insurance, 
Mr.  James  Griffiths  : 

"  Let  me  say  that  while  it  is  not  possible  to  make 
a  general  or,  even  less,  a  detailed  statement  upon 
this  matter,  I  do  want  to  make  it  clear  that  there 
is  no  intention  to  use  these  powers  so  as  to  with- 
draw from  an  individual  benefits  accruing  in  respect 
of  himself  in  different  contingencies.  I  will  give 
two  examples  and  must  then  ask  the  House  to 
leave  the  matter  there  for  the  moment,  and  take 
my  word  for  it  that  the  Government  are  giving  it 
anxious  and  urgent  consideration.  Take  a  person 
who  is  in  receipt  of  a  war  pension  and  might 
sustain  an  industrial  accident.  It  is  not  the  intention 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the  separate  basic 
benefits  accruing  to  him  under  both  schemes. 
Similarly,  a  war  pensioner  or  an  industrial  pensioner 
under  the  new  National  Insurance  (Industrial 
Injuries)  Bill  becomes  entitled  in  due  course  to  a 
retirement  pension.  He  can  draw  both  in  full. 
Those  are  two  decisions  which  are  clearly  in  line 
with  what  I  have  said." 
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Ovingdean  Notes 

Greetings  to  St.  Dunstaners  everywhere 
from  Ovingdean! 

Those  who  know  the  building  will 
picture  it  resounding  again  to  braille  dots, 
strains  of  music  (various),  and  busy  type- 
writers. Newcomers  gladly  locate  them- 
selves on  the  113  stairs  by  the  little  blobs 
on  the  banister  rails  at  each  floor,  and  cups 
of  tea  are  handed  round  the  spacious  lounge 
at  10.15  a.m.  daily.  The  trainees  arrived 
on  May  16th,  18th  and  20th,  so  that  the 
geography  might  be  learnt  in  detachments. 

First-comers  found  the  braille  hut  ready, 
thanks  to  Herculean  efforts  of  the  staff. 
It  stands  to  the  south  of  the  building,  is 
heated  with  gas  radiators,  and  is  light, 
roomy  and  certainly  airy  in  the  gales  that 
have  prevailed  since  we  arrived.  Work 
there  began  at  once  under  "  Killie  "  and 
Miss  Ramshaw,  doing  time-tables,  etc. 
The  "  chippy  shop  "  is  also  just  completed, 
and  "  Dick "  hopes  the  heating  will  be 
ready  in  his  basket  hut  in  a  week.  Rugs, 
leather  and  weaving  are  in  the  building. 
Huts  are  materialising  for  the  industrial  and 
-boot-repairing  departments  to  come  later. 

As  for  the  colossal  business  of  the  move, 
no  words  can  describe  it.  The  trainees  left 
Longmynd  on  a  Tuesday  and  packers  came 
in  next  day  ;  so  only  by  a  miracle  of  effort, 
energy  and  organisation  could  everything 
be  ready  for  them.  Then  all  the  furniture 
and  equipment  from  the  different  houses 
had  to  be  swiftly  packed,  moved,  re-sorted 
and  arranged  here,  while  workpeople  still 
pervaded  the  place  and  paint  was  not  yet 
dry.  It  makes  one  breathless  to  think  of 
it!  All  honour  to  all  those  who  sacrificed 
their  Easter  holiday  to  make  it  possible. 
But  trainees  have  settled  in  comfortably, 
which  is  the  main  point. 

Many  will  have  wondered  why  Miss 
Lloyd's  name  was  not  mentioned  above  as 
Head  of  the  Braille  Room  and  "  time- 
tabler,"  and  will  miss  her  quick,  light  step, 
"  like  a  mouse,"  said  one !  In  all  her 
years  of  selfless  service  to  St.  Dunstan's  she 
never  spared  herself,  or  thought  of  leaving 
her  office  till  every  job  was  finished.  For 
such  good  friends,  so  devoted  to  our  cause, 
we  can  never  be  parted  in  spirit :  we  give 
thanks  to  her,  and  wish  her  much  happiness 
ahead. 

May  28th  saw  the  official  Civic  Welcome 
by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Brighton, 
of  which  there  is  a  report  elsewhere. 


Braille  for  Blind  Germans 

A  recent  ruling  of  the  Censorship  Com- 
mittee of  the  Allied  Control  Authority  in 
Germany  decreed  that  Germany's  many 
thousands  of  blind  people  would  not  be 
allowed  to  receive  braille  material  through 
the  post,  the  reason  given  being  that  the 
only  person  attached  to  the  censorship 
division  who  could  read  braille  was  a 
German. 

On  May  30th,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Sir  Ian  Fraser  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  if  he  would  arrange 
with  St.  Dunstan's  or  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  to  supply  a  suitable  blind 
person  to  join  the  censorship  staff  in  the 
British  zone  in  Germany  so  that  German 
blind  people  might  continue  to  use  braille 
fully  for  literature   and   correspondence. 

Mr.  J.  Hynd  replied  :  "  Censorship  and 
other  difficulties  are  such  that  it  is  not  yet 
practicable  to  send  correspondence  in 
braille  through  the  post  to  Germany.  The 
matter  is  being  re-examined  in  consultation 
with  other  occupying  powers,  and  the 
Hon.  Member's  suggestion,  for  which  I  am 
grateful,  will  be  borne  in  mind." 

News  in  Brief 

Colonel  Edwin  Baker,  of  Toronto,  St. 
Dunstaner  of  the  1914-1918  war  and  head 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  recently  visited  Trinidad  at  the 
request  of  the  authorities  to  make  recom- 
mendations concerning  the  welfare  services 
for  the  blind  of  the  Colony. 
•         •         • 

J.  Gillibrand,  of  Salford,  was  one  of  a 
Guard  of  Honour  when  His  Eminence  the 
Cardinal  of  Westminster  visited  Belle  Vue, 
Manchester,  on  May  25th.  Two  members 
of  his  church  were  chosen,  representing  the 
servicemen  of  two  wars. 

Marriages 

Charman — Evans. — On    May    25th,    A. 

Charman,    of    South    Moulsecombe,    to 

Mrs.  Evans,  widow  of  our  St.  Dunstaner, 

S.  Evans,  of  Bispham. 
Hoyle. — On    May    25th,    C.    Hoyle,    of 

Oldham  (new  war). 
McFarlane — Lamond. — On    April    23rd, 

M.    I.    McFarlane,    of  Derby,    to    Mrs. 

Helen  Lamond. 
Saywell  —  On  May  25th,  P.   Saywell,  of 

Leamington  Spa  (new  war). 
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Brighton  Notes 

The  month  opened  with  a  visit  from  Lady 
(Arthur)  Pearson,  who  attended  a  Service 
in  the  Chapel  on  Sunday,  May  5th.  We 
were  all  very  pleased  to  welcome  her  to 
West   House   again. 

Later  in  the  month  we  received  a  flying 
visit  from  Lady  Fraser. 

The  usual  round  of  entertainments  has 
in  no  way  abated. 

On  Thursday,  May  23rd,  an  impromptu 
Concert  was  arranged  in  the  Lounge. 
Our  Master  of  Ceremonies  was  Alfred 
Bright,  and  he  saw  to  it  that  things  went 
with  a  swing!  Then  the  V.A.D.s  and 
Orderlies  gave  us  a  short  play,  called  "  The 
House  in  Fern  Road  " — a  horrible  murder ! ! 
We  have  also  been  given  food  for  thought 
in  the  form  of  various  Spelling  Bees, 
Quiz,  etc.  On  Saturday,  11th,  the  Staff 
challenged  the  men  to  a  Spelling  Bee 
and  were  soundly  beaten  by  17  points  to  14. 
The  Staff  team  was  Matron  Ouseley,  Sisters 
Evans,  Arnold,  Conroy  and  Furst.  The 
men  were  represented  by  Russell,  Paddy 
Gooke  (new  war),  McCann,  Ryan  and 
McKinnon  (new  war).  On  Saturday,  25th, 
the  Male  Staff  had  their  turn  on  the  mat, 
when  the  men  challenged  them  to  a  General 
Knowledge  Quiz  and  this  time  the  Staff 
came  out  on  top.  Staff  team  :  Commander 
Paul,  Mason,  Hales,  W.  Webster,  D.  Wright 
and  J.  Mitchell.  Men's  team  :  W.  Shayler, 
J.  Cookson,  W.  McQuirk,  J.  Russ,  A.  H. 
Robinson,  S.  Powell. 

On  Thursday,  30th,  we  had  our  second 
Spelling  Bee,  when  the  1914  war  men  of 
West  House  challenged  the  1939-45  war 
men  of  Ovingdean.  The  two  houses  were 
represented  respectively  by  A.  G.  Loveridge, 
North,  Ryan,  H.  Clevitt,  G.  Killingbeck, 
A.  H.  Robinson,  Ginger  Henderson ; 
Freddy  Wareham,  Tommy  Powell,  Stan 
Tutton,  Dicky  Richardson,  Ronnie  Slade, 
Chalky  White,  Venness,  Cooper,  Jock 
McKay  and  Stanley.  The  new  war  boys 
were  welcomed  by  Matron  Ouseley  on  their 
first  visit  and  celebrated  the  occasion  by 
winning  by  51  points  to  45. 

The  last  course  on  our  "  Food  for 
Thought "  menu  was  the  "  Brains  Trust," 
held  in  the  Lounge  on  Sunday,  26th.  The 
room  was  filled  to  capacity  and  we  spent 
a  thrilling  evening.  We  might  add  that 
this  was  the  first  occasion  upon  which 
our  new  stage  was  used,  and  we  noticed  a 
great  improvement  in  the  acoustics.     The 


members  of  the  "  Brains  Trust  "  were  : 
Mr.  Stuart  Clark,  Mr.  W.  Dodd,  Mr.  E. 
Neve,  K.C.,  Mrs.  P.  Marlowe,  Mr.  Curtis- 
Willson  and  Mr.  D.  Whitelaw.  Mr.  C. 
Whittaker  was  our  able  "  Question  Master." 

One  other  item  of  interest  which  the 
month  has  produced  is  the  innovation  of  a 
weekly  Whist  Drive,  run  by  Sister  Carter 
every  Thursday  afternoon  in  the  Con- 
servatory. 

Instructor  Jarrald  already  has  eighteen 
"  P.T."  braves  being  energetic,  so  that  every 
side  of  St.  Dunstan's  life  is  in  full  swing. 

Church  Stretton  Notes 

Though  we  are  now  quite  a  small  family, 
there  is  still  plenty  of  activity  at  Church 
Stretton.  There  have  been  the  usual 
number  of  "  social  engagements,"  which 
have  been  well  patronised  and  there  have 
been  "  home  and  away  "  dances  and  socials. 
Though  depleted  in  numbers,  the  St. 
Dunstan's  Band  still  carries  on  and  plays 
for  the  Thursday  dances.  A  large  party 
went  to  Shrewsbury  on  May  29th  to  see 
Bertram  Mills'  Circus.  The  tight-rope  act 
was  an  especially  thrilling  item.  An 
Informal  Concert  showed  us  that  a  very 
good  proportion  of  our  musical  talent  is 
still  at  Stretton. 

We  wish  good  luck  to  those  who  have 
left  us  recently.  Donald  Lorenz  has  gone 
home  awaiting  placement  as  a  capstan 
operator,  and  Sam  Worthington  left  in 
April,  having  trained  in  assembly.  Dennis 
Tickner  started  work  on  May  20th  with 
the  Luxury  Upholstery  Co.,  Wandsworth, 
and  Ray  Sherriff  is  working  on  the  router 
with  Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent,  Ltd.,  Apsley. 
Joe  Shonfield  left  on  May  21st  to  work  with 
the  Co-operative  Printing  Works,  Reading, 
as  a  telephone  operator.  "  Willie  "  William- 
son started  work  on  June  3rd  as  telephone 
operator  with  the  Anglo  Metal  Company, 
London,  E.C.,  and  Harold  King  left  on 
June  6th  to  work  as  a  telephone  operator 
with  the  Luton  Gas  Company. 

Congratulations  to  the  following  trainees, 
who  have  passed  tests  in  : — 

Typing. — G.  Durrant,  W.  Rathmell, 
J.  Brereton,  C.  Cooke,  H.  Potts,  T.  Lydon, 
D.  Juner,  S.  Lidiard. 

Braille  Reading  (Interline). — G.  Mor- 
timer, J.  Brereton,  S.  Lidiard,  C.  Stafford, 
K.  Johnston-Stewart. 

Braille  Reading  (Interpoint). — J.  Chap- 
pell,  A.  Milne. 
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Private  John  Parker,  North  Staffordshire  Regt. 

We  record  v/ith  deep  regret  the  death  of  J.  Parker,  of  Wakefield,  on  March  10th. 

Although  he  served  from  January,  1916,  until  November,  1918,  it  was  not  until  March,  1945,  that 
he  came  under  St.  Dunstan's  care.  He  was  then  suffering  severely  from  the  effects  of  gas,  in  addition  to 
the  serious  condition  of  his  sight,  and  as  a  result  he  was  never  able  to  train. 

Our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  widow,  who  has  nursed  him  for  so  long. 
Able  Seaman  Reginald  Oswald,  Royal  Navy 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  R.  Oswald,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Serving  with  the  Royal  Navy  from  1912  until  1917,  he  came  to  us  in  1926  with  his  sight  and  health 
severely  affected.  He  was  never  able  to  take  serious  training,  and  although  for  a  while  he  had  a  small 
business,  for  a  long  time  before  his  death,  on  March  21st,  he  had  been  an  invalid. 

His  wife  had  nursed  him  constantly  and  our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  her  and  her  daughter. 
Private  John  Thomas  Briggs,  4th  York  and  Lancaster  Regt. 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  T.  Briggs,  of  Sheffield. 

Wounded  at  Nieuport  in  July,  1917,  he  came  to  us  a  few  months  afterwards  and  trained  as  a  boot- 
repairer  and  mat-maker,  but  for  some  time  before  his  death  his  health  had  prevented  him  doing  even  light 
work.     He  passed  away  in  hospital  on  March  10th. 

To  his  widow  and  family  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Driver  Robert  Tudor,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

We  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  R.  Tudor,  of  Farnworth,  who  became  a  St.  Dunstaner  in 
April,  1918,  after  being  wounded  at  Salonica.  He  was  never  able  to  take  up  very  heavy  work,  but  did  a  little 
poultry  farming  and  light  basket-work  and  wool-rugs.  Of  late  years  he  had  led  a  very  quiet  life  -but  his  death, 
on  March  2nd,  was  unexpected. 

He  was  unmarried  and  our  deep  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  sister. 

Private  Job  Evans,  Labour  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  J.  Evans,  of  Walsall. 

He  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1919  with  very  impaired  sight  and  eventually  came  under  St. 
Dunstan's  care  in  April,  1923,  to  be  trained  as  a  mat- maker.  For  years,  however,  he  has  done  very  little 
work  beyond  light  netting.  He  had  been  very  unfit  for  a  long  while,  and  after  a  period  in  hospital  he  was 
admitted  to  West  House,  Brighton,  in  February.  He  died  there  on  April  23rd  and  was  laid  to  rest  among 
his  comrades  in  Brighton  Cemetery. 

Our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  wife  and  family. 

Private  George  Ernest  Peters,  Liverpool  Regiment 

We  record  with  deep  regtet  the  death  of  G.  E.  Peters,  of  Liveipool. 

He  served  in  the  1914-1918  war  and  as  a  result  his  sight  was  impaired,  but  he  did  not  come  to  us  until 
1943,  and  he  was  by  then  an  aged  and  very  sick  man.  For  many  months  he  had  been  in  hospital  and  he 
passed  away  there  on  April  30th. 

We  extend  our  very  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Peters. 

Private  Sidney  Isidore  Joseph,  Pioneer  Corps 

With  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  S.  I.  Joseph,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  a  St.  Dunstaner  of  the 
war  which  has  just  ended. 

He  was  discharged  from  the  Pioneer  Corps  after  four  years'  service  with  his  sight  and  health  seriously 
damaged.  His  health  prevented  him  taking  any  active  training  and  he  returned  to  his  own  home.  Only 
a  week  or  two  before  his  death  he  had  managed  a  journey  to  Brighton,  but  he  died  at  his  home  unexpectedly 
on  May  17th. 

It  is  a  sad  fact  that  Mrs.  Joseph  was  herself  in  hospital  at  the  time  undergoing  an  operation  and  we 
send  our  deep  sympathy  to  her  and  to  her  child  in  their  trouble. 


Births 

Bentley. — On  April  27th,  to  the  wife  of 

F.   Bentley,  of  Birmingham  (new  war), 

twin  sons,  only  one  of  whom  survived — 

Frederick  Robert. 
Fone. — On  March  4th,  to  the  wife  of  G. 

Fone,    of  Ladbroke    Grove   (trainee),    a 

daughter. 
Lawton. — On  May  27th,   to   the  wife  of 

M.  Lawton,  of  Swiss  Cottage  (new  war), 

a  son — Denis  Terence. 
Potts    {nee   Stanway). — On   May    17th,    to 

Margaret  Potts  (new  war),  a  daughter. 


Robinson. — On  May  27th,  to  the  wife  of 

A.  H.  Robinson,  of  Rayleigh,  a  son. 
Sutton. — On  May  25th,   to   the   wife   of 

P.  Sutton,  of  All  Stretton  (new  war),  a 

daughter. 
White. — On  May  4th,  to  the  wife  of  L.  A. 

White,  of  Finchley  (trainee),  a  daughter — 

Anne  Dorothy. 

Death 

Garratt. — We  offer  our  very  sincere 
sympathy  to  H.  Garratt,  of  Nottingham, 
whose  wife  passed  away  on  May  14th. 
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